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Top 10 lineups entering this season 
Anthony Castrovince | MLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
We're closing in on Opening Day, and so what better time to cue conversation and drum up debate with our annual look at the game's best lineups, 
rotations and bullpens, as well as the most flexible rosters? 
 
Let's begin our annual invitation to hate mail with a look at my picks for the top 10 lineups entering 2018. As is the case each year, I tried to 
provide a bit of balance between American League and National League entries (even though the designated hitter spot gives AL clubs more 
opportunity to produce) and take contextual factors like home ballparks into account with this list. The Steamer projections available at 
FanGraphs are a huge help in thinking about what lies ahead rather than getting totally wrapped up in last year's results. 
 
• Projected lineups for all 30 teams 
 
Let's line up the lineups! 
 
1. Astros 
Even with would-be AL MVP Award candidate Carlos Correa limited to 109 games last season, the Astros scored at least 38 more runs than any 
other team in baseball. Even if Jose Altuve were to suffer slight regression from his electric 2017 (.346 average, .957 OPS), a full season of 
Correa and the continued maturation of Alex Bregman could allow Houston to reach yet another level. 
 
Two X-factors here are the early Yuli Gurriel left hamate surgery and the uncertainty over what the Astros get out of left field (Marwin Gonzalez 
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would be starting there if he weren't filling in for Gurriel). But a lineup that really began to take off when George Springer moved into the leadoff 
spot in May 2016 should again be one of baseball's best, if not the very best. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. George Springer, CF 
2. Alex Bregman, 3B 
3. Jose Altuve, 2B 
4. Carlos Correa, SS 
5. Josh Reddick, RF 
6. Marwin Gonzalez, 1B 
7. Derek Fisher, LF 
8. Evan Gattis, DH 
9. Brian McCann, C 
 
 
2. Yankees 
The number to note is 264 -- the all-time single-season home run record set by the 1997 Mariners and due to fall should the Yankees live up to the 
projections. It's not a given that the big-bodied Giancarlo Stanton and Aaron Judge both hit north of 50 homers again (Stanton has four would-be 
full seasons where he's played 123 games or fewer, and Judge had a left shoulder injury last year), though the mixed-in DH days should help those 
guys. CC Sabathia's opinion that Gary Sanchez is actually this lineup's best hitter is one shared by quite a few evaluators. And it's exciting to think 
about what a healthy season from Greg Bird might look like, particularly when surrounded by so much talent. 
 
The additions of Brandon Drury and Neil Walker add to the depth, versatility and power this lineup provides. The Yanks will have susceptibility 
to the strikeout (Steamer projects them to have five guys with a triple-digit total), which is why I'll stop short of putting them ahead of the 
defending champs. But this lineup will be baseball's surest spectacle, a traveling dinger derby. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Brett Gardner, LF 
2. Aaron Judge, RF 
3. Giancarlo Stanton, DH 
4. Gary Sanchez, C 
5. Didi Gregorius, SS 
6. Aaron Hicks, CF 
7. Greg Bird, 1B 
8. Brandon Drury, 3B 
9. Tyler Wade, 2B 
 
3. Nationals 
The thought going into last season was that with Adam Eaton on board and speedster Trea Turner entering his first full season, the Nationals 
would have a dangerous one-two combo up top to set up RBI opportunities aplenty for Bryce Harper and Daniel Murphy. Well, Eaton tore his left 
ACL in his 23rd game, and Turner played through a right hamstring injury and then broke his right wrist midway through a frustrating year. 
Neither of those developments stopped the Nats from scoring the fifth-most runs in baseball (Anthony Rendon's NL MVP Award bid sure didn't 
hurt), and now we enter 2018 once again envisioning how potent this lineup can be if those two match their on-base ability. 
 
Harper's health is the other big "if," of course, as it has prevented him from being an annual NL MVP Award candidate. But if everybody's body 
cooperates, the Nationals have six guys (Harper, Rendon, Murphy, Turner, Ryan Zimmerman and Eaton) projected by Steamer to turn in weighted 
runs created plus marks at least 10 percent better than league average with at least 477 plate appearances apiece. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Adam Eaton, LF 
2. Trea Turner, SS 
3. Bryce Harper, RF 
4. Anthony Rendon, 3B 
5. Daniel Murphy, 2B 
6. Ryan Zimmerman, 1B 
7. Matt Wieters, C 
8. Michael A. Taylor, CF 
 
4. Red Sox 
The Bronx Bombers deservedly got all the offseason love and will be appropriately ranked here. But the Red Sox are absolutely capable of 
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outscoring their AL East rivals. Remember: The regular season is not Home Run Derby, so I'm not overly caught up in Boston's glaring lack of 
long balls last season, when it hit the fewest in the AL. The Red Sox still managed to score the 10th-most runs per game in MLB, and they did 
that despite Mookie Betts, Xander Bogaerts, Andrew Benintendi, Hanley Ramirez and Mitch Moreland all falling somewhere south of projection. 
 
If we go with the narrative that David Ortiz's departure made this group more pitchable, then we can probably buy into the idea that J.D. 
Martinez's arrival alters that dynamic (and the additional re-signing of Eduardo Nunez helps Boston overcome the early season absence of Dustin 
Pedroia). Even before Martinez arrived, there was reason to believe that a bounceback for Betts, a full season of Rafael Devers, heath for Bogaerts 
and maturation for Benintendi would improve the overall power production, anyway. Those four guys, as well as Martinez and Ramirez, are 
projected by Steamer to have wRC+ marks of at least 109 with at least 400 plate appearances. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Mookie Betts, RF 
2. Andrew Benintendi, LF 
3. Hanley Ramirez, 1B 
4. J.D. Martinez, DH 
5. Xander Bogaerts, SS 
6. Rafael Devers, 3B 
7. Eduardo Nunez, 2B 
8. Jackie Bradley Jr., CF 
9. Christian Vazquez, C 
 
5. Indians 
The two key questions here: How much do they feel the loss of Carlos Santana, whose disciplined at-bats and switch-hitting skillset made him a 
stabilizing force? And what do they get out of Michael Brantley, who has logged just 101 games played over the past two seasons? Cleveland 
picked up Brantley's $12 million option and signed Yonder Alonso to a two-year, $16 million contract -- and those were actually major monetary 
commitments given the way the offseason wound up playing out at those positions. 
 
Steamer's projections call for a 116 wRC+ mark for Brantley in 460 plate appearances and a 112 mark from Alonso in 559 trips to the plate. If the 
Indians get that production to support Francisco Lindor, Edwin Encarnacion and Jose Ramirez (and toss in a bounceback year for Jason Kipnis), 
they'll again have one of the AL's best offenses (the Tribe had the highest expected weighted on-base average in baseball last season, per 
Statcast™), despite the free-agent losses of Santana and Jay Bruce. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Francisco Lindor, SS 
2. Jason Kipnis, 2B 
3. Jose Ramirez, 3B 
4. Edwin Encarnacion, DH 
5. Michael Brantley, LF 
6. Yonder Alonso, 1B 
7. Lonnie Chisenhall, RF 
8. Roberto Perez, C 
9. Bradley Zimmer, CF 
 
 6. Cubs 
Dexter Fowler's departure proved to be a challenge for the Cubs in 2017, especially as Kyle Schwarber's struggles became pronounced. Still, it 
didn't stop them from scoring the fourth-most runs with the sixth-highest OPS in the game. The leadoff role is still in flux here, though Ian Happ's 
sensational spring makes him a candidate, Albert Almora Jr. might be ready to break out and Schwarber might rebound. 
 
Bottom line: With Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo entrenched and Willson Contreras coming off a year in which he stepped forward with an .855 
OPS, the Cubs have a sturdy enough middle of the order to generate runs, even if the leadoff questions continue. And if one of the kids asserts 
himself in the No. 1 spot, the Cubs are a threat to build off last year's 822 runs scored. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Albert Almora Jr. / Ian Happ, CF 
2. Kris Bryant, 3B 
3. Anthony Rizzo, 1B 
4. Willson Contreras, C 
5. Kyle Schwarber, LF 
6. Addison Russell, SS 
7. Jason Heyward, RF 
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8. Javier Baez, 2B 
 
7. Dodgers 
The Dodgers are built to absorb injuries, but losing Justin Turner for any length of time is probably the most substantial blow they can be dealt 
because of the impressive combo of power, presence and patience (56 strikeouts in 543 plate appearances) he provides. So the broken left wrist he 
suffered Monday night affected the Dodgers' rank on this list, and it will be interesting to see what, if any, lingering effects the injury has upon his 
return. There's also no guarantee that the Dodgers get a full season out of uber shortstop Corey Seager, as injuries have marked his career already 
at a young age. 
 
Again, though, the Dodgers are built to absorb and endure. Beyond Turner and Seager, they've got four other guys (Yasiel Puig, Cody Bellinger, 
Joc Pederson, Austin Barnes) projected by Steamer to provide above-average production (via wRC+) with at least 300 plate appearances. Bonus 
points if a slimmed-down Matt Kemp actually turns back the clock. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Chris Taylor, CF 
2. Corey Seager, SS 
3. Cody Bellinger, 1B 
4. Matt Kemp, LF 
5. Yasiel Puig, RF 
6. Enrique Hernandez, 2B 
7. Logan Forsythe, 3B 
8. Austin Barnes, C 
 
8. Twins 
Shortstop Jorge Polanco's 80-game suspension takes some of the steam out of the Twins' stride. He was a big reason why this club led the AL in 
runs after the All-Star break last season. 
 
But keep in mind that Minnesota went on that run largely without Miguel Sano, who suffered a stress reaction in his left leg on Aug. 19. We don't 
know if MLB's investigation into an alleged assault by Sano will result in any discipline, but we do know Sano has a 125 OPS+ through his first 
1,313 big league plate appearances. If he's on the field for 450-550 trips to the plate, he's going to make a big impact. And when you consider the 
strides made by Byron Buxton (.893 OPS in the second half) last season, the stability of Brian Dozier (.871 OPS over the past two seasons), the 
pop they've added with Logan Morrison, there's still a lot to like about the Twins even with Polanco on the shelf for half the season. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Brian Dozier, 2B 
2. Joe Mauer, 1B 
3. Miguel Sano, 3B 
4. Logan Morrison, DH 
5. Eddie Rosario, LF 
6. Byron Buxton, CF 
7. Max Kepler, RF 
8. Eduardo Escobar, SS 
9. Jason Castro, C 
 
 
9. Cardinals 
I know fans of the division-rival Brewers -- and possibly even some Cardinals fans -- will take issue with this placement. But take note that, 
despite a glaring season-long need for a true middle-of-the-order presence, the Cards managed to post a team wRC+ mark (100, or league 
average) identical to that of the Nationals last year while scoring a respectable 761 runs (29 more than the Brew Crew, for the record). So if 
Marcell Ozuna can come close to replicating the Silver Slugger season he had in cavernous Marlins Park (.312/.376/.548), that makes the 
Cardinals pretty dangerous, especially if the partial seasons they received from Tommy Pham and Paul DeJong are any indication of what those 
dudes can contribute in a full season. 
 
Ozuna, Pham, Matt Carpenter and Fowler are forecast by Steamer to be at least 12 percent better than league average in the wRC+ department 
with a full complement of at-bats. There are AL clubs like the Rangers and Blue Jays that are likely to score more runs than the Cardinals -- and 
the Rockies definitely will, because they play half their games in Coors Field -- but, adjusting for context, the Cards belong here. 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Dexter Fowler, RF 
2. Tommy Pham, CF 
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3. Matt Carpenter, 1B 
4. Marcell Ozuna, LF 
5. Jedd Gyorko, 3B 
6. Yadier Molina, C 
7. Paul DeJong, SS 
8. Kolten Wong, 2B  
 
10. A's 
Definitely betting on spec here. But 'tis the season for such things. Boosted by the welcoming of Matts -- Matt Olson and Matt Chapman -- the A's 
scored 4.89 runs per game in the second half last season. Nobody's expecting either guy to extrapolate his second-half numbers over the course of 
the full 2018, but a full season from those two young men projects to give Oakland legit power in the corner infield. 
 
Olson, Chapman and DH Khris Davis could very realistically combine for 100 homers. It's also realistic that the A's could have three other 20-
homer guys in Matt Joyce, Marcus Semien and Stephen Piscotty. Of course, power alone might not be enough to move the needle, but the 
addition of a solid on-base presence in Jonathan Lucroy, and if rookie center fielder Dustin Fowler pans out, Oakland will have an injection of 
speed. Basically, I like the upside here better than that of, say, the division-rival Angels, whose offseason improvements might be inherently 
limited by the ages of some of their additions (Ian Kinsler, Zack Cozart, a full season of Justin Upton). 
 
Projected lineup 
1. Marcus Semien, SS 
2. Matt Joyce, LF 
3. Jed Lowrie, 2B 
4. Khris Davis, DH 
5. Matt Olson, 1B 
6. Stephen Piscotty, RF 
7. Matt Chapman, 3B 
8. Bruce Maxwell, C 
9. Dustin Fowler, CF 
 
 
 
 
Best prospect bets to make Opening Day rosters 
Jonathan Mayo and Matt Kelly | MLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
Over the course of the Grapefruit and Cactus League schedules, countless prospects get the chance to show what they can do on a larger stage. At 
the very least, they can make a positive impression on the big league staff. At most, they can nab a spot on the Opening Day roster. 
 
Some of the best prospects in the game have been recently sent down. There is no doubt Braves phenom Ronald Acuna, MLB Pipeline's No. 2 
overall prospect, will be in Atlanta sooner rather than later, with his reassignment more about service time than anything else. No. 6 prospect 
Victor Robles was also just optioned, though he struggled while Acuna soared this spring, and his move to Minor League camp had more to do 
with a lack of an outfield opening with the Nationals. Keep in mind that both are just 20 years old. 
 
The top two active pitching prospects, No. 10 Michael Kopech of the White Sox and No. 12 Walker Buehler of the Dodgers, will also begin the 
year in the Minors. Kopech wasn't ever considered a candidate to break camp with Chicago and Buehler needs time to get stretched out after 
getting just four innings of work. 
 
Of course, it's not how you start, but how you finish. Last year's American League Rookie of the Year Aaron Judge may have made the Yankees 
out of Spring Training, but the NL winner, Cody Bellinger, did not. 
 
Here's a look at baseball's top prospects who are vying to win Opening Day roster spots, and whether they're locks, contenders or long shots. 
 
LOCKS 
Non-Top 100 
 
Mitch Garver, C (MIN No. 19) -- Garver has struggled somewhat this spring, batting .154 (4-for-26) through Tuesday, but he remains a lock to 
back up Jason Castro behind the plate for Minnesota. 
 
CONTENDERS 
Non-Top 100 
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Zack Granite, OF (MIN No. 27) -- It will likely come down to Granite and Robbie Grossman for the Twins' fourth outfield spot, and Granite's 
ability to play all three spots figures to give him an edge. But Grossman is a more established big league hitter and is also out of Minor League 
options, and those two facts could be the ultimate factors in the Twins' decision. 
 
 
 
The latest on all 30 closer situations 
Staff Writer | MLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
Opening Day is a little more than a week away, and all eyes are on the remaining position battles in big league camps. Among those battles are 
competitions for closer, a role that is still undefined for many clubs. 
 
AL Central 
 
Indians 
This season will mark Cody Allen's fifth in a row as the Tribe's primary closer. Over the past four years, the righty has turned in a 2.62 ERA with 
12.1 strikeouts per nine innings and 120 saves in 282 appearances. The Indians may also give relief ace Andrew Miller save chances on occasion. 
 
Next man up: Miller is one of the most valuable relievers in the game, and he's more than capable of closing if called upon. 
 
Royals 
Right-hander Kelvin Herrera will return as the closer in 2018, even though he lost that role in September to left-hander Mike Minor, who signed a 
free-agent deal with the Rangers in the offseason. Herrera had a rocky 2017, with five blown saves and three losses. After losing his closer's job, 
he took on a setup role and had five scoreless appearances to end the season. But manager Ned Yost said Herrera should learn from his 2017 
experience, which will make him stronger this season. 
 
Next man up: The Royals don't have the deepest bullpen, but Yost said the recently signed Justin Grimm is in line for a setup role, so he might be 
called on if needed. 
 
Tigers 
Shane Greene was the last of three Tiger closers last season, taking over once Justin Wilson was traded to the Cubs. Greene was quietly effective, 
racking up nine saves in 10 chances over the final two months while striking out 23 batters in 21 2/3 innings. His ability to work multiple innings 
as a converted starter provides the advantage of four-, five-, even six-out saves. A solid first half could put him on the block for contenders around 
July's non-waiver Trade Deadline. 
 
Next man up: Alex Wilson has had some success in the Tigers bullpen and could be an option. 
 
Twins 
The Twins signed veteran Fernando Rodney to a one-year deal to be their closer after trading Kintzler and losing Matt Belisle to free agency. 
Rodney, 41, saved 39 games with the D-backs a year ago; the Twins also have Addison Reed waiting in the wings in case Rodney falters. 
 
Next man up: Reed, who filled in as Mets closer in Familia's absence last season. 
 
White Sox 
Manager Rick Renteria has a number of options at the back end of his bullpen in Joakim Soria, Nate Jones and Juan Minaya. But he has not 
named an official closer, and he probably won't. Instead he will mix and match based on the highest-leverage late-inning situations, also 
employing numerous relievers who can work multiple innings. 
 
Next man up: If one of those three emerges as closer, another will likely be next in line 
 
 
 
 
Molitor close to finalizing roster, rotation 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Twins manager Paul Molitor held extensive talks with his staff and the front office about the roster on Wednesday and 
said he hopes to announce his Opening Day starter and rotation on Thursday. 
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Molitor said he plans to open with 12 pitchers but hasn't determined whether he'll go with four starters to open the year because of off-days or 
stick with five. Right-hander Phil Hughes starts on Thursday against the Yankees, and how he looks could play a factor in whether he starts the 
year as the fifth starter or in long relief. 
 
"We don't have a ton of time left," Molitor said. "We talked rather extensively today about how things are shaping up the next few days and how 
we're going to get down to where we need to by the time we break, in terms of the 25-man." 
 
Right-hander Jake Odorizzi is the favorite to start on Opening Day against the Orioles on March 29; he's lined up for the start with his next spring 
start slated for Saturday. Fellow right-hander Jose Berrios, who gave up one run on three hits over five innings against the Pirates on Wednesday, 
was originally on track to start the regular-season opener, but the rotation was shuffled to allow him a chance to pitch in his native Puerto Rico 
against the Indians on April 17 or 18. 
 
"It would mean a lot," Berrios said. "Now we're getting closer to that date, I'm excited to pitch there in front of my family and friends in Puerto 
Rico." 
 
The Twins also must decide how the bullpen will look, as the Twins will carry seven or eight relievers depending on how many starters they open 
with. Closer Fernando Rodney, Zach Duke, Addison Reed are locks, while Ryan Pressly, Taylor Rogers and Trevor Hildenberger have struggled a 
bit this spring but are considered highly likely to make the club. 
 
Tyler Kinley, a Rule 5 pick, has impressed with his stuff this spring and could make the club unless they decide to keep him via a trade with the 
Marlins so he's not subject to Rule 5 restrictions. Lefty Gabriel Moya also has had a strong spring and has an outside shot at making the team, 
while Alan Busenitz has scuffled and is unlikely to make the Opening Day roster. 
 
On the position-player side, the Twins have an extra spot to work with following the suspension of Jorge Polanco. They could decide to use it on 
veteran non-roster invitee Erick Aybar as another utility infielder, along with Ehire Adrianza, or they could keep both Robbie Grossman and Zack 
Granite on the roster as extra outfielders. If Aybar makes the club, they'll have to choose between Grossman, who is out of options, and Granite. 
 
Molitor said whittling down the roster hasn't been easy, but he's happy the club has more depth than in recent years, making the decisions more 
difficult. 
 
"I think it's extremely hard, but in a good way," Molitor said. "It's not like I'm searching for people to fill out. We have plenty to fill it out. It's 
about getting it to 25. We talk about the spotlight of making the 25-man roster on Opening Day, but in reality, it sometimes doesn't last that long 
with roster moves." 
 
 
Injury updates 
 
• Left fielder Eddie Rosario started in left field against the Pirates on Wednesday, marking his first start in the outfield since suffering a right 
triceps strain on March 4. Rosario also played left field in a Minor League game on Sunday and shouldn't face any throwing restrictions leading 
up to Opening Day. 
 
Up next: Hughes starts against the Yankees on Thursday at 12:05 p.m. CT at Hammond Stadium, and has a lot on the line, as how he performs 
could dictate whether he begins the year as a starter or a long reliever. Relievers scheduled to see action include Rodney, Reed, Duke, Pressly and 
Moya. The game can be viewed on MLB.TV. 
 
 
 
Polanco addresses team regarding suspension 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. -- Twins shortstop Jorge Polanco, who was suspended 80 games on Sunday for the use of a performance-enhancing 
substance, addressed his teammates before Wednesday's 3-1 win over the Pirates, speaking to the entire club for the first time since the suspension 
was announced. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor and Twins players wouldn't go into specifics about what Polanco said, but Polanco was apologetic for his actions, and his 
teammates appreciated that he stood in the middle of the clubhouse and owned up to his actions. 
 
"We are a team," said Twins right-hander Jose Berrios. "I'm here for him. I don't care what people say. He's my brother, and we're all together." 
 
Polanco is barred from playing in Grapefruit League games, but Molitor said Polanco could play in Minor Leagues games as soon as Thursday. 
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Polanco will remain in Fort Myers to train until he's eligible for a rehab assignment in June to get ready for his reinstatement, which will come on 
June 30, at the earliest. 
 
With Polanco out, Eduardo Escobar will get the majority of playing time at short this spring and early this season, with Ehire Adrianza as his 
backup. Molitor said he's confident in Escobar because of his track record and believes he's a capable shortstop defensively even if he lacks the 
range of Polanco or Adrianza. 
 
"We've seen him play there a lot over the years," Molitor said. "He's a steady defender, he's an accurate thrower. My confidence is solid. Him and 
Jorge are different in how they move and they play." 
 
Molitor added that the way Escobar played at third base down the stretch in 2017 in the absence of Miguel Sano also gives him more confidence 
that Escobar can handle the situation. Escobar, 29, hit .253/.309/.449 with a career-high 21 homers in 499 plate appearances, also a career high. 
 
"I think it's helpful when something like this occurs that you can plug someone who is accustomed to playing significant roles on your team in 
recent go-rounds," Molitor said. "He not just filled in for Miggy, he was put into big spots in the lineup and was productive. He's one of those 
guys who always says, 'I'm ready when you need me,' and right now I need him." 
 
Escobar is set to start on Opening Day for the second time in his seven-year career, as he opened the 2016 season as the everyday shortstop, only 
to lose the job to Eduardo Nunez and later Polanco that season. But Escobar is confident he can put up similar numbers to last year and is happy to 
be playing his favorite position again (he made only 12 starts at short last year). 
 
"First, I feel bad for my buddy, Polanco. It's a hard situation for him, but it's my opportunity again, like last year at third base with Sano hurt," 
Escobar said. " I love playing every day. I'm really happy to be in the opening lineup. Every player works hard for it." 
 
 
 
 
For Twins' Jorge Polanco, there can be life after the stain of a PED suspension 
Patrick Reusse | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Cyclist Lance Armstrong was stripped of his record seven Tour de France victories on Oct. 22, 2012. Three-time MVP 
Alex Rodriguez was suspended by Major League Baseball for a record 211 games on Aug. 5, 2013. 
 
At that point, Armstrong and Rodriguez were in competition to be the most vilified user of performance-enhancing drugs in American sports. 
 
On Monday, there was a brief media session at Hammond Stadium, where shortstop Jorge Polanco vaguely answered several questions about the 
80-game suspension that he had been handed a day earlier by MLB for the use of the steroid stanozolol. 
 
Miguel Sano, who shares the same hometown in the Dominican Republic with Polanco, said his years-long friend was crying in a phone 
conversation on Sunday night. 
 
Polanco is 24, a new father with Jorge Jr., not yet making significant money, and surely wondering if there is a path to redemption and regained 
respect after becoming the biggest name so far to be identified as a new drug cheat entering the 2018 season. 
 
This young man has those large, sad eyes by nature, and doesn’t come across as filled with self-confidence, and I was wondering the same about 
Polanco’s future when walking into a condo near the ballpark on Monday night. 
 
My wife was watching TV in the main room and I heard the voice of Alex Rodriguez. Turns out, it was the first episode on CNBC of “Back in the 
Game,’’ a planned series in which A-Rod will try to use his employees, other contacts and financial wherewithal to help high-profile athletes out 
of the money messes they have created for themselves. 
 
The featured athlete in Episode 1 was Joe Smith, best known in Minnesota as the player on whom the Timberwolves blew what wound up being 
three first-round draft choices with an under-the-table deal. He also was the No. 1 overall selection for Golden State in 1995, who last played in 
the NBA in 2011, made salaries totaling $61 million, and six years later was deeply in debt. 
 
As an hour of TV watching, this was a vast improvement on the “Housewives’’ from various locations that are often being watched by the bride, 
and it also offered this assurance: 
 
There is redemption for Jorge Polanco. Yes, he did offer the traditional “I thought it was a dose of B-12’’ angle that is popular when ballplayers 
are caught, but as long as there is no indignation over being treated unfairly, he will be fine. 



9 
 

 
As for the Big Two of drug cheats in this decade, Armstrong always carried himself with over-the-top arrogance, with such belittlement toward 
everyone in his path, it left many of us pleased to see him disgraced. 
 
A-Rod was smooth from his debut with Seattle as an 18-year-old for 17 games in 1994. His connection to steroids was revealed by Selena Roberts 
in Sports Illustrated in 2009. And then he was busted for keeps in the Biogenesis scandal that broke in 2013. 
 
If our last memory of A-Rod and steroids was his initial condescension toward Roberts’ revelations, the public might look at him today in the 
same way it does Armstrong. 
 
Rodriguez’s admissions that followed Biogenesis and the 211-game suspension got him off the hook with many people, and the ability to draw on 
that lifelong smoothness has given him an astounding level of redemption. 
 
He started as an extra wheel on the Fox postseason telecasts; now, he has a show on CNBC, he is a member of ESPN’s Sunday night baseball 
crew (replacing new Yankees manager Aaron Boone), and when he goes out on a date with JLo, his latest girlfriend, TMZ and other celebrity 
outlets are in a dither. 
 
The only thing A-Rod, with his millions and his sharpness in handling people, and Polanco have in common is the stain of steroids. Rodriguez’s 
connection was more a Jackson Pollock painting than a stain, while Polanco’s is a threat to a career not yet established, but it’s still about 
redemption with the sporting public and within baseball. 
 
There was a night exhibition on Wednesday. Polanco was in uniform in the big-league clubhouse, in order to address his teammates, before being 
banished to the minor league facility for the next three months. 
 
Rodriguez was also at Hammond Stadium, in his new uniform — a very expensive suit — for an ESPN telecast run-through with his new 
broadcast partners, Matt Vasgersian and Jessica Mendoza. 
 
A-Rod was looking very confident and fully redeemed. It can happen. 
 
 
 
 
Suspended Jorge Polanco speaks to his Twins teammates 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
Suspended Polanco speaks to teammates 
 
Shortstop Jorge Polanco stood in front of his teammates on Wednesday and offered a heartfelt apology after being slapped with a 80-game 
suspension for testing positive for stanozolol. 
 
Polanco, who maintains he unknowingly used the drug, acknowledged letting his team down, and his teammates spoke of their support for him 
while he serves his penalty. 
 
“It’s a tough situation,” righthander Kyle Gibson said. “It feels bad to be in this situation and he knows that doesn’t put anyone else in a good 
situation, but he was remorseful and said, ‘Hey, I have to be responsible for what I put in my body.’ ” 
 
Polanco worked out with the team before Wednesday’s game but is not allowed to play in major league spring training games. The club is looking 
into sending Polanco to minor league spring training games starting Thursday, but those teams are getting ready for their seasons while he will be 
ineligible. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor would not comment on Polanco’s speech to the team but said he thinks Polanco is handling the ordeal well, “based 
on the brief interaction I’ve had with him.” 
 
The Twins learned of the suspension on Sunday, with players not finding out until after their game against Philadelphia. With a road game on 
Monday and a scheduled off day on Tuesday, Wednesday was the first time the club was together since the announcement, and the first time 
Polanco could address his teammates. 
 
The club will move forward, with Eduardo Escobar getting most of the time at short in Polanco’s absence. But Polanco made sure he explained 
himself, as well as he could, to his teammates on Wednesday. 
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“It says a lot to get up in front of a big league clubhouse and not just address people but address them with authority and conviction and standing 
tall,” second baseman Brian Dozier said. “We appreciate that.” 
 
When asked how Polanco’s message was received, Dozier said: “We just embraced him with love. We all make mistakes.” 
 
Rotation decision Thursday? 
 
Molitor said he hopes to announce his Opening Day starter on Thursday. At this point, it looks like Jake Odorizzi will get the nod. 
 
The Twins plan to start Odorizzi in a minor league game on Saturday, putting him on line to start the opener in Baltimore in one week. He would 
be the sixth different Opening Day starter over the past seven seasons. 
 
Jose Berrios could be lined up to pitch one of the games in Puerto Rico on April 17 and 18 in front of his local supporters. 
 
Molitor also hopes to decide on a four- or five-man rotation, perhaps based on how Phil Hughes pitches on Thursday. 
 
“We’ll be able to finalize how it is going to look, hopefully by [Thursday],” Molitor said. 
 
Etc. 
 
• Even after the Twins finalize their 25-man roster, Molitor plans on bringing several extra players, many of them pitchers, to Washington for the 
final exhibition game Tuesday against the Nationals. 
 
• Because of offseason construction projects — the face-lift of the Metropolitan Club and name change to Bat & Barrell and the expansion of the 
concourse near Gates 29 and 34 — the official capacity of Target Field has changed to 38,649, down from 38,885. 
 
On deck 
 
Hughes will make his final start of spring training on Thursday as the Twins play host to the Yankees (noon, ESPN2). Lefthander Jordan 
Montgomery will start for New York. 
 
 
 
 
Jose Berrios pitches Twins past Pirates, likely to start game in Puerto Rico in front of family, friends 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | March 22, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, FLA. – Jose Berrios is waiting to learn where he will pitch in the rotation this season. If you asked him for his preference, he 
would work out a way to pitch both Opening Day and in one of the two games in Puerto Rico on April 17 and 18. 
 
But that’s not feasible. Twins manager Paul Molitor is close to setting his rotation for the start of the season — it never ends that way — and it 
looks as if Berrios might be slotted as the third starter, which would allow him to pitch in Hiram Bithorn Stadium against the Indians. 
 
“It would mean a lot,” Berrios said. “We are more closer to that day, so I’m so excited to be available to pitch there in front of my family and 
friends in Puerto Rico.” 
 
Meanwhile, Berrios pitched five innings on Wednesday during the Twins’ 2-1 win over the Pirates, giving up one run on three hits and three 
walks with five strikeouts. He was unhittable at times, and unable to hit the strike zone at others. He needed 22 pitches to get through the first 
inning, 18 in the third and 20 in the fourth. 
 
Berrios felt he was able to battle through the long innings and keep Pittsburgh from hurting him too much. He finished with 83 pitches, then went 
to the bullpen and threw some more. 
 
 “A couple of walks cost him,” Molitor said. “His stuff was good. There was a little erraticness to it at times. But I thought all of his pitches 
played. He burned through a lot of pitches through five innings, but it was good to get him extended.” 
 
The Twins tied the game at 1-1 in the first inning on an RBI single by Logan Morrison. They took a 2-1 lead in the second when right fielder 
Gregory Polanco misplayed Byron Buxton’s fly ball into a three-base error and Jason Castro singled through a pulled-in infield. 
 
Polanco was tormented by the sun in his eyes and a strong breeze blowing from left to right. He missed three catchable fly balls, including one in 
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the third hit by Morrison. He raced to the wall only to see it land about 40 feet in front of him. 
 
 
 
 
Baseball's Analytics Age still can't account for two big variables: Injuries and attention spans 
Chris Hine | Star Tribune | March 21, 2018 
 
There isn’t much décor in Thad Levine’s office at Hammond Stadium in Fort Myers, Fla. 
 
His L-shaped desk is mostly empty save for his computer and a 3-foot bookshelf that’s bare except for a handful of books. 
 
One is called “Managing the Millennials.” Levine said he has yet to read it, but he will soon. 
 
Levine, the Twins general manager, got the book after the Twins had a speaker give a presentation on how to better connect with that generation. 
 
“The sense I got was maybe they’re a little bit less patient and you have to be a little more creative in your verbal communication,” Levine said. 
“It’s a lot more visual learning, quick-hitting communication — the proverbial Twitter impact and Instagram impact on that generation.” 
 
In the post-Moneyball era of baseball, there are few advanced statistics that are going to give teams a competitive edge. Everyone has access to 
fielder-independent pitching, batting average of balls in play and other deeper statistics. Everyone has their own versions of WAR (wins above 
replacement), or projections systems like ZIPS and PECOTA. 
 
The data war in baseball, to hear Levine and Twins Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey tell it, revolves around two fronts that really aren’t that 
exclusive to baseball — predicting which players are more susceptible to injuries and getting players to use advanced information that teams 
harvest to improve their play. 
 
What good are projections and WAR values if players aren’t on the field to live up to those numbers? 
 
And what good is advanced statistical data if you can’t communicate it to the people who could use it the most? 
 
“We’re all trying to find competitive advantages,” Falvey said. “We’re all looking for an edge, whether that’s in analytics, or the medical space, or 
what we’re doing with roster construction, culture or otherwise. We’re all looking for that advantage.” 
 
Disseminating information 
 
If you walk into the Twins clubhouse after a game, you’ll see why Levine has a copy of that book. There is very little talking, just players from 
the generation known as millennials, scrolling through smartphones. Attention spans are short. You can send players an in-depth scouting report 
on a certain team or pitcher, but odds are not everybody is going to make it through. 
 
So the Twins front office has to adapt. Falvey said he has guiding mantras for the team to streamline communication. 
 
“You can’t bring anything to a player that’s more than two or three bullet points,” Falvey said. “You can have a 15-page dissertation on all of the 
reasons why that player should do something, but he can’t get that. If you can’t get it across in two to three bullet points, try harder.” 
 
Another rule Falvey has is “never bring a piece of information to a player or a coach or a staff member without a solution.” 
 
“Don’t just say, ‘Here’s all the data that shows this is what you’re doing.’ And the player looks at you like, ‘What do I do with that? OK, I’m bad 
at this. Now what?’ ” Falvey said. “The key is, ‘Well, how do I fix it?’ … That’s a big next step.” 
 
For instance, the Twins outfielders have index cards in their back pockets that contain information on where opposing hitters usually spray their 
batted balls. The cards are succinct, easily digestible and actionable. 
 
“Everything that we do they try and explain it and give us a reason why,” center fielder Byron Buxton said. “We try to take grasp of it as best we 
can.” 
 
Said Falvey: “Some people think it’s all about the data. It’s not at all about the data. It’s all about the trust. If you can build relationships with 
players and they understand that deep down you want them to perform at their best and you build trust, they’re more likely to be open to you 
bringing something to them to help them developmentally.” 
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Practical use 
 
An important player in this funnel of information is catcher Jason Castro, who works with the coaching staff to distill the reports from the front 
office into something he and pitchers can use. A lot of research goes into every series for Castro. 
 
“I remember when I first came in [the league], we didn’t do much in the way of advanced stuff,” Castro said. “It was whatever I compiled myself 
watching video. … The shift in the last few years really has been hugely beneficial for pitchers, just knowing weaknesses at any given time with 
any pitch.” 
 
 It’s really not up until four or five years ago that we started employing more of an attentive eye toward nutrition, sleep studies and traveling for 
  
It’s really not up until four or five years ago that we started employing more of an attentive eye toward nutrition, sleep studies and traveling for 
instance.” Thad Levine, Twins general manager 
More 
Castro is the final step in the filtration process of information that begins with a computer and ends with him. 
 
“If I had to probably put a number on it, I would say maybe half of the stuff I get, I relay to the pitchers,” he said. “I try to keep it as simple as 
possible for them to remember a few takeaways for every hitter. Even then, I don’t expect them to memorize everything or remember any of that 
really.” 
 
Castro said he has to be wary of over-informing, and when he’s calling pitches in a specific scenario in game he sometimes has to feel for how a 
pitcher is throwing that day or an opponent is hitting. In other words, numbers haven’t turned the players into robots. There is still a human 
element to baseball. 
 
Predicting injuries 
 
There’s still one very human element to baseball that has been elusive for front offices to predict: injuries. This, Levine said, is the next “gold 
mine” for the sport. 
 
“It’s going to be monumentally impactful,” Levine said. “When you look at baseball, no different from most sports, everyone is looking for those 
competitive advantages. I think a lot of them are theoretical. Very few of them are real. That would be real in my mind.” 
 
There are many metrics, but what is hard to track is just how much a player will be available to live up to his traditional WAR values or 
projections. 
 
“If you look at teams that have made the playoffs, year over year, any given season … if the variable you knew at the end was [disabled list] days 
or percentage of DL days or rank of DL days among that group, you’d have a much higher likelihood to predict playoff teams,” Falvey said. 
 
From our Special Section 
 
This article will appear in our special Twins season preview section that will be in your Sunday Star Tribune. 
 
“If you can figure out a way to keep that number low, you give yourself a real shot to get there.” 
 
Falvey said Twins position players stayed healthy last season, allowing them to exceed expectations. According to the website 
mangameslost.com, the Twins were the 16th-most-injured team in baseball last season, but they were 24th when the site factored in who was 
injured and those injuries’ impact on the team’s overall performance. 
 
The Twins have reorganized how they handle team nutrition, hydration and even sleep in an effort to keep players as healthy as possible. 
 
“It seems crazy that we didn’t have the awareness to understand the 360 degrees around a player,” Levine said. “Effectively when that player was 
in our purview, we tried to handle him more responsibly, but … it’s really not up until four or five years ago that we started employing more of an 
attentive eye toward nutrition, sleep studies and traveling for instance.” 
 
Where else is baseball headed? 
 
Falvey said that when it comes to culling data and statistics, a decade has closed gaps. 
 
“We know all the projections [systems],” Falvey said. “Most teams are loosely based on similar types of math, but then you get to layer on more 
variables that we have access to.” 
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Those layers include their own internal scouting information, and what types of statistics the Twins value over others to form their own statistical 
stew. That’s how the Twins’ numbers might be unique in the league. 
 
Falvey said Statcast, which MLB has been using since the 2015 season, can revolutionize how teams analyze players. Statcast tracks player 
movement and compiles pitch data in ways previously unknown in baseball. “Launch angle,” “exit velocity” and other terms have become in 
vogue thanks to Statcast. 
 
“I don’t think every team has fully wrapped their heads around it,” Falvey said. “Not because we can’t digest the data right now. It’s because we 
don’t have 10 years of preceding data or sample size for us to know how it tracks. It just doesn’t exist. We’re trying to learn from that as best we 
can.” 
 
Eventually, teams will have a handle for the data. But will they be able to communicate what they get to players, and will players be healthy 
enough to act on it in games? 
 
Those variables might never change. 
 
 
 
Jorge Polanco addresses Twins teammates, apologizes for steroid suspension 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Four hours before Wednesday night’s game against the Pittsburgh Pirates, recently suspended Twins shortstop Jorge 
Polanco stood in the middle of the home clubhouse at Hammond Stadium and addressed his teammates. 
 
As he had in his public comments on Monday, the 24-year-old from the Dominican Republic expressed his deep regret for a positive test for the 
steroid Stanozolol that will cost him the first 80 games of the regular season. By the time Polanco returns from the restricted list, currently slated 
for June 30 at Wrigley Field against the Chicago Cubs, there is no guarantee his old job will be waiting for him. 
 
It’s entirely possible he will be supplanted by some combination of Eduardo Escobar, Ehire Adrianza or non-roster veteran Erick Aybar, a former 
Rawlings Gold Glove Award winner. For now, it will be Escobar who gets the first crack at seizing a starting job he held as recently as Opening 
Day in 2016. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor also spoke briefly to a team that was been riding high on the basis of an active offseason that saw them add the likes 
of Jake Odorizzi, Logan Morrison and Lance Lynn just since spring training opened five weeks earlier. 
 
However, it was Polanco’s words that his teammates most needed to hear. 
 
“For him to get up in front of us, that’s huge,” Twins center fielder Byron Buxton said. “Anybody could just not do that. For him to get up there, 
that shows how much it meant to him. That’s all that matters to me. I got his back, and I know the team has his back. Simple as that.” 
 
Polanco, the Twins’ regular shortstop since all-star Eduardo Nunez was traded in late July of 2016, has been prone to streakiness at the plate and 
in the field during his young career. Out of minor-league options, Polanco now figures to face a different sort of self-doubt as he works back from 
the public embarrassment of a steroid suspension. 
 
For now, at least, he seems to be holding up after deciding to drop his appeal Sunday, one month after first learning of his positive test. 
 
“I think he’s doing well,” Molitor said, “at least from my brief interaction with him.” 
 
For Polanco, who could resume playing in minor-league games as soon as Thursday but is now barred from Grapefruit League action, having the 
support of his teammates can only expedite the healing process, internally and otherwise. 
 
“One hundred percent,” Buxton said. “That’s what anybody needs. As long as you got your support system and you know they have your back, 
you can live with that. You can be yourself. He knows that.” 
 
Twins closer Fernando Rodney, who also comes from the Dominican Republic and has the same agents as Polanco, said it was “important” for his 
young teammate to take Wednesday’s difficult step. 
 
“It’s hard, first of all,” Rodney said. “He apologized to the great people we have around the team and the organization. He understands now we’ve 
got his back. He needs to try to get focused, and when the second half comes, be ready to help the team to keep going.” 
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Rodney, who turned 41 on Sunday, said his advice to Polanco is to keep things simple in this unusual ramp-up to an abbreviated season, one that 
now excludes him from participation in 2018 postseason play. 
 
 “Keep playing your game the way you played the last two months of last season,” Rodney said. “Keep focused on your game. When bad things 
happen, just take the next step and keep playing and see what happens. Just put it behind you, forget about it and just try to focus on the next level 
when you come back and be ready to prepare yourself to be on the field.” 
 
One positive indicator for Polanco is that in his brief career he has fared notably better in the second half, hitting .290 with a combined on-
base/slugging percentage of .807 as opposed to .229 with a .636 OPS before the all-star break. 
 
“I think it’s just important with any player who is out for some period of time, for whatever reason, that you support them through a challenging 
time,” Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said. “We’ll do what we’d do with any other player, which is support them as best we can over 
the first 80 games and then have him be someone who will help us moving forward. We’re confident in that.” 
 
Asked how much he looks forward to Polanco’s eventual return, Buxton smiled. 
 
“Can’t wait, man,” he said. “He’s one of our brothers. Every time you get a brother back, it basically feels like another excitement. He’s basically 
coming back to spring training again. That’s what it’s going to feel like seeing him again.” 
 
And until then? 
 
“For now, it’s just wait,” he said. “That’s it.” 
 
 
 
 
John Shipley: Stakes are high for Twins, Miguel Sano in MLB’s first #metoo investigation 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | March 21, 2018 
 
Major League Baseball’s investigation into an alleged incident involving Twins third baseman Miguel Sano is baseball’s first real #metoo 
moment. It was right there in a freelance photographer’s Dec. 28 accusation of unwanted sexual advances via Twitter. 
 
“This is my story. #metoo,” she wrote. 
 
John Shipley sigThat was on Dec. 28, shortly after the #metoo movement began sweeping the country in the wake of allegations against 
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein. Betsy Bissen, a photographer who often shoots Twins and St. Paul Saints games, made it clear she was 
inspired to tell her story by other women who recently had come forward about experiences of assault and harassment. 
 
“Every day stories come out. More women come out about their sexual assaults and rapes,” she wrote in a brief statement attached to her Twitter 
account. “When will it end?” 
 
Baseball has disciplined a handful of major leaguers for domestic assault, but not with so many people watching. Whatever MLB does or doesn’t 
do with Sano — or with ongoing investigations into allegations involving Cubs shortstop Addison Russell or Red Sox pitcher Steven Wright — 
will reverberate beyond the clubhouses, press boxes and online forums. 
 
According to Bissen, Sano, 24, grabbed her and forcibly tried to take her into a restroom after an autograph session at Ridgedale Mall on Oct. 3, 
2015. She described a scene in which she fought with Sano for several minutes before he relented, and said the altercation left her physically sore 
the next day. 
 
Sano immediately denied the accusation, telling TMZ Sports, “It never happened.” 
 
Baseball immediately announced that it was launching an investigation under a domestic violence policy created as a joint agreement with the 
players union in August 2015. The policy dictates that investigations be conducted by the Commissioner’s Office and that players must cooperate. 
 
On Feb. 28, Sano told reporters that he met with MLB officials for four hours as part of the investigation. Bissen didn’t return a request for 
comment Wednesday, and an MLB spokesman declined comment. 
 
Without a ruling, the Twins are in a sort of personnel stasis that was exacerbated when shortstop Jorge Polanco received an 80-game suspension 
last week for testing positive for the steroid Stanozolol. 
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Since baseball’s domestic abuse policy was enacted, the league has handed down discipline four times, including an 82-game suspension for 
Hector Olivera in April 2016. That kind of suspension would wipe out the left side of the Twins’ infield for half a season. 
 
It’s been so quiet with regard to the investigation that it’s hard to imagine that kind of suspension popping out of the box, but with Opening Day 
less than a week away, some sort of resolution seems close — although that’s not guaranteed. 
 
It took the league eight months to conclude that Jeurys Familia, the Mets’ all-star closer, did not physically attack his wife in a Nov. 1, 2016, 
incident. Nevertheless, baseball game him a 15-game suspension on May 29, 2017, nearly two months into the season. 
 
Sano’s case is different. In the case of Hector Olivera, Jose Reyes, Aroldis Chapman and Familia, the investigations were triggered by well-
publicized criminal investigations, and Bissen’s accusations were never reported to police. Likewise Boston’s Wright, also waiting for word from 
MLB. 
 
Russell was accused in a now-deleted Instagram post but he, like the others, is married to the alleged victim. 
 
That is not the case with Sano, whose situation is unique but probably only for the time being. That might be why MLB is moving deliberately. If 
there is discipline in this case, the severity will mark an important, and heavily scrutinized, precedent. 
 
 
 
 
Alex Cobb’s big deal in Baltimore makes Lance Lynn signing look even more economical for the Twins 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 21, 2018 
 
You might have thought at the time that Lance Lynn signed his 1-year, $12 million deal that the Twins were getting a pretty good bargain. I don’t 
think we really understood then what a substantial deal the Twins received. 
 
Alex Cobb, the last significant free agent starting pitcher,  has reportedly signed a deal with the Baltimore Orioles that will pay him $57 million 
for four years of work. 
 
Lance Lynn: 1 year, $12 million  
Alex Cobb: 4 years, $57 million 
 
The Twins are not only getting a better deal on an average yearly basis–they also didn’t tie themselves to their purchase for the long-term. 
 
In a way, Lance Lynn and Alex Cobb both have bet on themselves. 
 
The result of Lynn’s wager is yet to be seen, but for now has him pitching on a Twins staff on a team with legitimate postseason aspirations. His 
counterpart, meanwhile, waited a bit longer before he landed in Baltimore on the reported 4-year deal worth at least $57 million. 
 
Lynn’s bet is on his performance in 2018. The other part of his wager is on the fact that next year’s free agent market won’t be quite so wonky, 
and that the lack of a Qualifying Offer attached to his name next November will make teams a little looser with their checkbooks. 
 
Cobb’s bet on himself appears to be the result of some fortitude in a scary offseason. The season starts next week. Some good players have settled 
for bad deals. Teams and owners are sitting back, looking on with glee knowing that prices aren’t what they used to be for free-agent talent. The 
game as a whole is more efficient than it was even 5 years ago, and that’s a good sign for anybody trying to turn a profit. 
 
Cobb reportedly turned down a deal from the Cubs earlier this winter worth nearly $50 million. Lynn, a pitcher preferred by some teams, settled 
for $12 million after working for his whole adult life to get to this point. Cobb still said no and stayed on the market a while longer. 
 
How many teams still needed a starting pitcher? The Twins appear set. The Yankees are good. The Phillies had just signed Jake Arrieta to 
contract in between $50 million and Yu Darvish Money. Probably the Brewers could use another arm. The Orioles always seem to need that. 
 
The point is that there probably wasn’t a long line out the door of the room that held the Alex Cobb Bidding War. And it looks from my corner 
that he didn’t blink, bet on himself and has now cashed in with a significant payday. I say good for him. I don’t like that market forces — even if 
it’s just teams getting smarter about resource allocation — appears to have taken money out of the pocket of players while team owners get richer. 
But at the same time, these are the rules of the game and I have to applaud the Twins for their willingness to spend this winter and add good 
players at very good prices. 
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Both pitchers, Lynn and Cobb, missed the 2016 season following Tommy John surgery. Here is a look at how the first full year back went for 
each starter. 
 
2017 stats: 
 
Player  Innings ERA K% BB% GB% HR/9 
Lance Lynn 186 1/3 3.43 19.7% 10.1% 44.0% 1.30 
Alex Cobb 179 1/3 3.66 17.3% 5.9% 47.8% 1.10 
Source: FanGraphs.com 
 
I wouldn’t blame you if you looked at the numbers, the pre-surgery track record and the narrative back stories and came away with a preference 
for Cobb over Lynn. The point is that they’re just sort of similar. They’re close in terms of past performance. 
 
Now, considering the contracts, it looks like the Twins got the steal of the winter. 
 
Sure, if both pitchers turn out to be great for the next 5 years, then maybe you’d rather have the Orioles’ guarantee that their guy will still be in an 
O’s uniform for a few more years. But that’s an awful lot of financial risk to assume that a guy with a Tommy John scar on his elbow will be a 
great starter for 4 years. 
 
I’ve written on many occasions this winter that referring to this year’s free-agent class of starting pitchers as the “big 4” and then everybody else 
— that was being kind to at least 2 and probably 3 pitchers. From my perspective, Cobb and Darvish are not in the same category. 
 
Here’s what I wrote about Cobb in January, when we asked if the Twins should like any of the “Big 4” at the reported asking prices. (Cobb’s was 
reportedly 5 years, $90 million.) 
 
I like Cobb’s back story, I like what I’ve read about his character and his ability as a teammate, and I also like what he represents on the mound. 
Here’s a guy who got hurt — 2017 was his first full year back from Tommy John surgery – and came back to pitch well. And that’s only part of 
the story. Cobb posted a 3.66 ERA in about 180 innings with a middling 17.3% strikeout rate – and he did it without one of his biggest weapons. 
Whether it was injury or some other reason, Cobb ditched his split-changeup during the season. I wonder if that hurt his career-long ability to get 
a lot of groundballs. His ground ball rate dropped from 54% to 47.8% last year, a meaningful difference that in theory should have really crushed 
a starting pitcher who doesn’t hang his hat on strikeouts. Only for Cobb, it didn’t crush him. It’s possible that he’ll continue to be more of a 
sinker-curve ball pitcher now. And it worked for him last year. 
 
To be clear, Cobb is not being paid like a “great starter.” Especially after you adjust for inflation, the deal is in the range of contracts signed in 
recent years by guys like Ervin Santana, Ricky Nolasco, Matt Garza, Brandon McCarthy, Ubaldo Jimenez and Mark Buehrle. 
 
When you compare it with Yu Darvish’s deal in Chicago, this one is a little light. When you compare it against Lynn’s prove-it contract for one 
year in Minnesota, Cobb’s deal is a windfall. 
 
 
 
Wetmore’s projected 25-man roster for the Twins on Opening Day 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | March 21, 2018 
 
With 8 days to go before the start of the Twins’ season, the team has already gotten word on one important suspension and is awaiting word from 
Major League Baseball on the possibility of another. That’s not exactly uplifting news for a team that would rather feel good about the moves it 
made this winter. 
 
Even so, the Twins did have a successful winter, in my opinion. You could rightly accuse the front office of being bargain hunters if you wanted 
to play that game. They didn’t spend a lot of money on any one player, they diversified their risk, and they cut the downside possibilities by rarely 
promising more than one guaranteed season in any contract. So, yeah, they’re bargain hunters. But they found some good deals in a crazy (or 
rational?) winter market and they appear to have made their club better than the one that broke camp in Fort Myers and headed north last April. 
 
I took a few blind guesses about the roster 5 weeks ago. Now that we’re getting close to games that actually matter, let’s start ramping up the 
roster speculation. 
 
Lineup 
C – Jason Castro 
1B – Joe Mauer 
2B – Brian Dozier 
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SS – Eduardo Escobar 
3B – Miguel Sano 
LF – Eddie Rosario 
CF – Byron Buxton 
RF – Max Kepler 
DH – Logan Morrison 
 
Jorge Polanco’s 80-game PED suspension puts a wrench in the plans that would have been set a week ago. 
 
And no, that’s not the batting order that the Twins will use on Opening Day. The most suspense involved here is whether or not Miguel Sano will 
be suspended after assault allegations, start the season on the disabled list after offseason leg surgery, or find himself batting third in the opening 
day lineup. 
 
Some Thoughts on the Bench 
Backup catcher – Mitch Garver struggled in limited action in the Majors last year. With that said, he’s apparently come a long way behind the 
plate from his days as a bat-first college catcher. I’m calling small-sample alert on his MLB bench time last season. I’d say that his minor league 
offensive profile and apparent versatility make him a reasonable bet to be Castro’s backup to start the season. 
 
First Base – The Twins won’t need a backup here. Joe Mauer, Logan Morrison, Miguel Sano; they’re well-covered. 
 
Second Base – For the first few weeks of the season, the Twins will only need a backup if Brian Dozier gets hurt. He prides himself on playing all 
the time, and I think he’s capable of it in April. I’m guessing that he won’t play every inning of 162 games, but especially if Sano gets suspended 
for a short time then Dozier can be counted on to take the post and help ease the squeeze of Minnesota’s early depth concerns. 
 
Shortstop – Well, this one got a lot trickier. It’s simple enough to say that Eduardo Escobar should take over for the suspended Jorge Polanco, 
with the smoother fielding Ehire Adrianza serving as Escobar’s backup. But what if Sano gets suspended? That could push Adrianza into a 
starting role as well, since Escobar would probably have to take over at third base. 
 
Third Base – Similar story at third base to the one that you have at shortstop. If Sano is suspended, the starting gig could be Escobar’s. If both 
Escobar and Adrianza are in the starting lineup on a nightly basis, not only is the regular cast weaker overall, but the bench takes a non-trivial step 
backward as well. That is, unless Erick Aybar can turn back the clock and be an unexpected contributor. 
 
If Sano is not suspended, then the Twins will need to back up two infield positions in the short term—shortstop and third base. 
 
Outfield – The way the team’s decision makers talk about Minnesota’s outfield alignment, you get the sense that Byron Buxton, Eddie Rosario 
and Max Kepler all will be expected to play quite a bit this season. The roster’s construction is a little weird because Robbie Grossman is an 
offensive threat to get on base but he’s not much of an outfielder. 
 
Kepler was an awful hitter against lefties last season, so it’s fair to wonder if manager Paul Molitor will plan to give him a rest on those days with 
a lefty starter on the mound, even if it means likely taking a step back defensively. Then again, Kepler is young and promising enough that you 
could see the Twins prioritizing Kepler’s development rather than quitting on the idea that he’ll be a solid everyday player no matter the matchup. 
 
I sort of think of Kepler and Rosario as Buxton’s backups in centerfield. Of course, that only works if you have corner outfielders to move into the 
void that creates in right or left field. Mitch Garver has played some left field in the big leagues and has a track record of doing so at Triple-A 
Rochester. It’s one reason why I think he’ll get the nod over veteran catcher Bobby Wilson as the backup in Minnesota. And Grossman can hold 
his own with a glove, even if he’s a far cry from that prototypical fourth outfielder with a plus sign next to his glove on scouting reports. 
 
The way I see it, for the first few weeks of the season anyway, the Twins will need to back up two infield spots (the left side) and two outfield 
spots. 
 
Could you consider Grossman and Garver together as one corner-outfield backup? Do you consider Adrianza as the sub at both spots in the 
infield? Can the fact that he’ll play a little outfield help alleviate any desperate coverage concerns? Or would the Twins do something a little 
outside expectations? I think that the standard assumption right now is that Erick Aybar will make the team as another backup infielder and the 
Twins will go with either Grossman or one of their more capable minor defensive outfielders like Zack Granite or perhaps Jake Cave. I just think 
that Grossman is too good to cut loose for nothing, so it puts the Twins in a bit of a weird spot. 
 
Bench: 
Mitch Garver 
Ehire Adrianza 
Robbie Grossman 
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Zack Granite 
 
Starting Rotation 
Jake Odorizzi 
Kyle Gibson 
Phil Hughes 
J.O. Berrios 
Lance Lynn 
 
The only drama here in my mind revolves around Phil Hughes. Will he make the team and in what role? The Twins had been expecting to go with 
four starters to open the season, and maybe they stick with that. But if you’re going to hold off until the Pittsburgh series to use Lance Lynn (to 
make sure he’s ready) and J.O. Berrios (to ensure he gets a chance to pitch in Puerto Rico), then the Twins might actually need 5 guys the first 
turn through. 
 
I haven’t run this theory by anybody with the Twins, but what if they used Hughes the first turn through the rotation and then slid him into more 
of a bullpen, multi-inning reliever role? I haven’t seen every start that Hughes has made this spring, although I do wonder how much that sort of 
thing –spring performance – matters to the Twins’ front office. Clearly they’re paying attention during spring training. I’m just saying that 
circumstance has a way of influencing decision. What are the roster needs? What is the 40-man roster situation? What challenges are on the 
horizon? 
 
So don’t think about it like a 5-man rotation, at least not for now. It could be, and Hughes could be the fifth guy taking turns when the need arises 
through the first four weeks of the season. I think of it more like a 12-man pitching staff — with one ‘swing’ starter/reliever for now — made 
possible by holding the bench to four players. 
 
Bullpen 
Closer – Fernando Rodney 
Setup – Addison Reed, Trevor Hildenberger 
Lefties – Taylor Rogers, Zach Duke 
Righties – Ryan Pressly, Tyler Kinley 
 
Here’s a fairly non-controversial opinion: Other relievers who are not listed here will help the Twins at some point this season. Alan Busenitz, 
John Curtiss, Tyler Duffey, Gabriel Moya … that list could go on and on. These pitchers all have at least one minor league option remaining, so to 
start the season at least, I’m just guessing that Minnesota’s decision makers will want maximum flexibility. That means keeping a tantalizing 
pitcher like Pressly (out of minor league options) and Kinley (a Rule 5 pick with a big fastball). 
 
A lot has been made of Hildenberger’s spotty spring training performance. I think it’s possible that he’ll be sent out as a result of those stats. I just 
put more weight into his outings last year than I do the numbers that he’s posted in exhibition games in Florida this spring. He’s one of the best 
relief pitchers on the Twins, in my opinion. (And, like a lot of the non-free agent relievers in the organization, he also has the flexibility of holding 
at least one minor league option.) 
 
 
 
 
Right-handed reliever Tyler Kinley hoping to land spot in Twins’ pen 
Staff Writer | Fox Sports North | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Tyler Kinley started spring training knowing he had a tough task to make Minnesota’s roster. 
 
The 27-year-old right-handed reliever has been throwing hard to try to fulfill his goal of making the major leagues, and that happens to be his 
greatest asset. 
 
Because Kinley was selected from Miami in the winter meeting draft, he must be offered back to the Marlins if the Twins don’t keep him in the 
majors. 
 
“I really try not to think about it. I try to just think about preparing myself the best I can and trying to go out and execute that plan,” Kinley said. 
“Just to establish myself as a reliable bullpen arm, not only to the coaching staff and front office’s eyes, but to the players as well. Gain 
everyone’s trust and gain everyone’s respect.” 
 
The radar gun can accomplish some of that. He consistently touches the upper 90s mph, presenting the type of power arm the Twins have long 
been in short supply of in their bullpen. 
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Selected by the Marlins in the 16th round of the 2013 amateur draft out of NCAA Division II Barry University, Kinley is a distant relative of the 
nation’s 25th president, William McKinley. He had a 3.96 ERA with 51 strikeouts in 50 innings over 36 games at Double-A in 2016, then was 
promoted to Triple-A and struggled in eight appearances. He began last season at Double-A again, had a 5.19 ERA in 27 games and was demoted 
to Class A. 
 
The Twins have a history of success in the Rule 5 winter meeting draft with Johan Santana, selected from the Houston Astros in 1999. The left-
hander won AL Cy Young Awards with the Twins in 2004 and 2006, but he had a lot of work to do to get there after struggling as a reliever in 
2000 and 2001. 
 
“Johan was just a thrower then,” said Twins bullpen coach Eddie Guardado, the closer for the team during part of Santana’s tenure. “It’s about the 
person. Johan was willing to work and get better. Kinley reminds me of that. I’m not saying starting-wise, but he wants to learn, works hard, very 
good person. And I know he’s got a lot of pressure on him because of Rule 5. He really wants to make the team. Who doesn’t? But we talk, and I 
just say, `Hey, you’ve got good stuff.’ But he knows that, or he wouldn’t be here. Now it’s the mental part of the game. How are we going to 
handle that? How are you going to handle yourself when you go out there and have a bad inning?” 
 
Commanding those fastballs that clock in between 95 and 99 mph can be a challenge, though, has often been a challenge. Same goes for his slider 
that comes in around 90. But he has 212 strikeouts in 204 1/3 career minor league innings, a tantalizing ratio. There are precious few bullpen 
openings available, leaving Kinley competing with youngsters like Alan Busenitz and Gabriel Moya and perhaps Tyler Duffey for a spot. 
 
“He’s young. He’s learning,” Guardado said. “I tell him that: `You don’t even know yet what you’re capable of doing.'” 
 
 
 
 
Berrios allows one run in five innings in the Twins’ win 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | March 21, 2018 
 
Jose Berrios allowed a run over five innings, lowering his spring training ERA to 1.69. 
 
Logan Morrison doubled and had two hits to up his average to .381, and Jason Castro added two hits and an RBI. 
 
Pirates starter Trevor Williams gave up two runs but struck out eight in 5 1/3 innings. 
 
 
 
Despite bump to back of Twins’ rotation, Gibson happy to contribute 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — With the recent additions of Lance Lynn and Jake Odorizzi to Minnesota’s rotation, Kyle Gibson has found himself 
bumped to the back of the group. 
 
That’s no slight to the slender 30-year-old right-hander. Even when Ervin Santana returns from finger surgery in late April or early May and 
Gibson likely becomes the fifth starter, he’s still happy to be a contributor to a contending club and proud of the depth the Twins have suddenly 
built up after several lean seasons of starting pitching. 
 
 “Having that kind of consistency day in and day out can make it really difficult on other teams,” Gibson said. “I’ve always thought that it is 
harder to keep the other team from scoring runs than it is scoring runs yourself. With the staff we have here now, hopefully we can keep a lot of 
runs off the board and let our offense do the rest.” 
 
Gibson had a 5.07 ERA in both 2016 and 2017, when he was sent to Triple-A for two separate stints. He went 6-2 with a 3.55 ERA over his last 
11 starts for the Twins last year, though, and he’s been sharp again this spring. In three big league exhibition outings, Gibson has a 1.80 ERA with 
seven strikeouts and no walks in 10 innings. In his longest outing, he allowed one run and four hits over five innings with no walks and five 
strikeouts in an 8-1 win Thursday over Tampa Bay. 
 
“They’re making moves to make this team better right now while still keeping the future in mind,” Gibson said. “Nobody foresaw the Ervin injury 
coming. The front office did a really good job of finding some guys that can pick up some of that slack until he’s healthy. When he does come 
back, whenever that it is, it’s like having another free agent come in.” 
 
Though manager Paul Molitor’s plan is to use a four-man rotation as much as he can in April while Santana is out and off days make it 
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manageable to keep the top starters on regular rest, the Twins will still be relying on a productive, steady season from their No. 5 starter. 
 
Last year, they used 16 different starters, meaning 12 took turns in the last spot. 
 
“As much as the game’s changed around bullpen usage, I still like my starter’s innings however I can get them,” Molitor said. 
 
Twins relievers combined for a 4.40 ERA last year, fourth worst in the AL, so the expected quintet of Jose Berrios, Santana, Lynn, Odorizzi and 
Gibson ought to be able to relieve some pressure on the bullpen, which received its own winter upgrades in veterans Fernando Rodney, Addison 
Reed and Zach Duke. Phil Hughes and Tyler Duffey are also in the mix, likely to pitch in long relief but experienced options in case of injury or 
struggle. 
 
The rotation upgrades have also taken some burden off Gibson himself. He acknowledged recently he might’ve been trying to do too much on the 
mound to help carry a thin rotation. 
 
“I spent more than enough time putting pressure on myself, so now I’m trying to enjoy things a little bit more and have fun out there,” Gibson 
said. “The pressure is pretty much what you make it. I’ve learned that all of us have the same pressure whether you’re starting opening day or 
you’re the No. 5 guy when it’s your turn to start. So I’m trying to keep that mindset.” 
 
 
 
 
AL Central Preview: Cleveland looks strong again, but the Twins are rising quickly 
Staff Writer | Yahoo! Sports | March 21, 2018 
 
Editor’s note: From now until opening day, the Yahoo Sports MLB crew is previewing the season ahead. Today, we continue our division-by-
division previews with a look at the AL Central. 
 
For many analysts, the American League Central will be the easiest division to predict. The Cleveland Indians are too strong and too deep to be 
defeated by any of their division-mates. 
 
But is it really going to be that easy? 
Yes, Cleveland looks strong, but the Minnesota Twins didn’t just stand around idly this offseason. They attempted to capitalize on their surprising 
rebound in 2017 with moves aimed at helping them close the gap at the top of the division. 
 
The rest of the teams here are perceived to be at least a year away … and that’s being generous. Of all the rebuilding clubs in the Central, the 
Chicago White Sox are the closest to realizing their full potential. Even if most of their prospects impress, the team may need another year before 
they become a trendy sleeper pick. Then again, the Twins and New York Yankees shocked the baseball world last season after their youngsters 
broke out, so anything is possible. 
 
The Kansas City Royals and Detroit Tigers are both starting what look to be lengthy rebuilds. This season will be more about identifying who will 
be around in the future, and who can be sold off for parts that will help at a later date. Both teams should be active at the deadline, and could play 
spoiler to their division-mates in the second half. 
 
We’ll dissect the AL Central with a look at its new faces, its biggest questions and what each team would have to do to win. 
 
NEW FACES 
In case you need you a reminder of who plays where now 
 
Yonder Alonso, Cleveland Indians 
The Indians needed a replacement for first baseman Carlos Santana, and they certainly found him. Alonso found his power stroke last year at age 
30, which should teach baseball players everywhere that it’s never too late to change. He hit seven homers in 2016. In 2017, he quadrupled that 
number and finished the year with 28. Alonso has had a brilliant year or two in the majors, but before 2017, the lack of consistency paired with his 
lack of power made his offensive game a little one-sided. Adding the power turned him into a well-balanced offensive player with a triple slash 
that looks suspiciously like Carlos Santana’s. 
 
Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn, Minnesota Twins 
That the Twins did so well last year, unexpectedly making it to the AL wild-card game, is pretty incredible, considering they had a rotation that 
was held together with tape and a prayer. Ervin Santana was the standout star — yes, that Ervin Santana — which was a sign that they needed to 
bulk up their starting five in 2018. They certainly did that: Odorizzi came to the Twins via trade from Tampa Bay, and the Twins signed Lynn to a 
one-year, $12 million contract. Adding those two to their rotation already makes it significantly better than it was in 2017. The Twins want to 
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prove that 2017 wasn’t a mistake or an aberration, and spending both money and prospects to do so is a risk. But for a team that hasn’t had a 
reason to take a risk in a long time, it’s one worth trying. 
 
Welington Castillo, Chicago White Sox 
For the most part, the White Sox, Royals, and Tigers made small, inconsequential moves this offseason, signing players to one-year contracts or 
minor league deals. But there is one multi-year deal that stands out, and that’s Welington Castillo’s two-year deal with the White Sox. The White 
Sox are rebuilding, but the team’s decision to invest $15 million over two years (with an $8 million club option for a third) couldn’t be wiser. The 
farm system is one of absolute best in baseball, and half of their top ten prospects are pitchers. Castillo is 30 and has spent eight seasons in the 
majors. He’s a veteran who can lead their young pitching staff (which is only going to get younger in the next few years). And to top it off, 2017 
was the best offensive year of Castillo’s career. He might not move the needle on the White Sox in the standings, but that’s not really why the 
White Sox signed him anyway. 
 
FOUR BIG QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AL CENTRAL 
Good news: We’ve got 162 games to figure out the answers 
 
1. What are realistic expectations for the White Sox? 
The White Sox have rebuilt their minor league system in a hurry and are poised to be contenders two or three years down the road. In the 
meantime, they probably won’t finish 2018 with a winning record, but could still prove dangerous as they start incorporating some of those 
prospects into the big league mix. In other words, they could still have an impact on the postseason picture, and should give fans plenty of reason 
for hope in 2019 and beyond. 
 
2. Will pitching additions help the Twins take the next step? 
The Twins were a great story in 2017, unexpectedly earning a trip to the AL wild card game. Now they’re looking to gain ground on the 
Cleveland Indians. While the Twins didn’t spend big money to land a top-tier free agent this winter, they did spread it around pretty wisely and 
could end up better off for it. The additions of starters Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn, in addition to reliever Addison Reed, helps fill out a 
pitching staff that desperately needed more firepower. If the offense manages to stay in the top ten, they could be very, very good. 
 
3. Is this the Indians last chance to win it all? 
The Indians are in the midst of a strong run, but could find themselves at a crossroads following the 2018 season. After losing Carlos Santana, Jay 
Bruce, Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith, Boone Logan, Austin Jackson and Craig Breslow in free agency this winter, the Indians still have enough talent to 
remain atop the division. Do they have enough though to keep pace with the Astros and Yankees, and how do they handle the pending free agency 
of Michael Brantley, Cody Allen, Andrew Miller, Josh Tomlin, McAllister and Lonnie Chisenhall after 2018. The bulk of their core will be 
around awhile, but there should be urgency surrounding this season. 
 
4. Can the Royals or Tigers be this year’s Brewers? 
The Kansas City Royals and Detroit Tigers seem committed to rebuilding in the coming months, but given the Milwaukee Brewers success in 
similar circumstances last season it’s fair to wonder if either would change course. Some elements are similar. In Mike Moustakas and Miguel 
Cabrera, each has an All-Star anchor offensively. Beyond them both teams still have valuable veterans who could help keep them remain 
competitive. The problem is that the American League is loaded at the top, and the second tier looks a lot better too. Anything is possible, but it 
would take some surprising developments for either to sniff relevance in September. 
 
HOW THEY COULD WIN 
Every team can’t win. Most won’t. But here’s how each could *could* win the AL Central: 
 
• Cleveland Indians: Stay healthy. Let’s face it, the AL Central isn’t all that imposing. As long as Cleveland isn’t hit with a ton of injuries, they 
should be in good shape. Of course, it would help if Yonder Alonso returned to his first-half form and Trevor Bauer continued to build on a 
promising 2017. 
 
• Minnesota Twins: Remember all the things that went right in 2017? Those have to happen again. Byron Buxton needs to prove his second-half 
surge was real this time … but, like, actually for real, because we can’t keep doing this. Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn need to bring some much-
needed strikeouts to the rotation. Ervin Santana needs to get healthy, and then find a way to post another ERA in the low-threes. 
 
• Chicago White Sox: Pretty much every prospect they call up has to perform immediately. Eloy Jimenez sprays the ball all over the field and 
Michael Kopech blows fastballs by people. Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez and Yoan Moncada all take major steps forward. Nicky Delmonico 
goes the route of Ben Zobrist or Corey Kluber and becomes the next non-prospect to bust out in a big way. James Shields discovers the fountain 
of youth. 
 
• Detroit Tigers: Father Time turns a blind eye to the Tigers, allowing both Miguel Cabrera and Victor Martinez to turn in MVP-type years. 
Jordan Zimmermann pitches like he thinks he’s still on the Nationals. Michael Fulmer shakes off last year’s injury to become a bonafide No. 1. 
The good Francisco Liriano shows up all season, somehow. 
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• Kansas City Royals: The departures of Lorenzo Cain and Eric Hosmer don’t hurt that much, because Whit Merrifield and Jorge Soler jump into 
the re-vamped Royals’ core. Not only that, but Alex Gordon turns back the clock to post a vintage slash line. Danny Duffy stays healthy and 
reaches the 200 inning mark. Jake Junis goes from a guy you’ve never heard of to a guy who is surprisingly decent when pitching against your 
favorite team. 
 
 
 
Ervin Santana still not throwing yet, but Twins optimistic about rehab timeline 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS, Fla. — Though Ervin Santana has yet to reach the fun part of spring training, the Twins remain optimistic his rehab is still on 
target. 
 
Santana — who had surgery on his middle finger on Feb. 6 — still hasn’t even begun to play catch as he waits for the swelling in his finger to 
subside. The veteran right-hander said his goal is to play catch before the team breaks camp for Baltimore next week. But even with Santana still 
unable to throw, the Twins think he remains on target to pitch off a major-league mound by May, if not earlier. The team originally estimated that 
Santana, who went 16-8 with a 3.28 ERA and produced 2.9 f-Wins Above Replacement in 211 1/3 innings last season, would miss 10-12 weeks. 
 
“This is the natural progression,” chief baseball officer Derek Falvey said earlier this week. “Everything is normal. We’ve said all along 10-12 
weeks was kind of the target. Could it be on the 10-side versus the 12-side? We’ll see. 
 
“Our hope is right at the end of April, having him pitch in major-league games. … As soon as his full range of motion is a go on the hand, he just 
starts his normal throwing program. But we don’t want to start that until he’s at the stage where he feels full.” 
 
For now, Santana is just bored. 
 
“You don’t have much to do,” Santana said. “My routine for now is doing legs and running. I can’t even do upper body. Nothing like that. It’s 
really a very simple routine and I have to do it every other day.” 
 
Still, Santana remains optimistic. He has seen an improvement in the flexibility of his finger since the cast was removed several weeks ago. 
 
“It's getting better every day,” Santana said. “It was very stiff (at first). I couldn’t barely move my fingers. But now I’m able to do (more). 
 
“They’re still waiting for the swelling to go down. I don’t even have full extension. But, it’s getting there. 
 
“And then I start playing baseball.” 
 
The Twins think they’re in pretty good shape no matter how long it takes Santana to return. The club has added Jake Odorizzi and Lance Lynn to 
the rotation in the past month, which gives them a solid foursome along with Wednesday’s starter Jose Berrios and Kyle Gibson. 
 
Manager Paul Molitor has suggested the Twins could utilize a four-man rotation early in the season. But on Wednesday he also didn’t rule out the 
possibility of a five-man rotation. Molitor didn’t announce any plans, but Phil Hughes potentially could pitch in that fifth spot to start the season. 
 
No matter how it shakes out, Molitor is comfortable with his rotation. 
 
“Everyone else that’s in the mix to pitch for us at the start of the games, I think we’re in good shape,” Molitor said. 
 
Santana does, too. He said Twins players have been excited by the additions made this offseason. But Santana won’t allow that enthusiasm to get 
in the way of him returning to full health and reaching “the fun part.” 
 
“Our rotation is better now,” Santana said. “I’m very happy with the moves we did. The new players. The new faces. Everybody is very excited 
about the season coming up. 
 
“I’m not even trying to think about it. (I'm) just trying to get healthy 100 percent.” 
 
Around camp 
— Jorge Polanco addressed his teammates on Wednesday afternoon for the first time since he received an 80-game suspension for testing positive 
for PEDs. Veteran Brian Dozier said he’s “proud” of Polanco for addressing teammates. Polanco is unable to play with the major-league team for 
the rest of spring training but should start to see minor-league action as soon as Thursday, Molitor said. 
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— Molitor said before Wednesday’s start that he’s pleased with the competitions going on late in camp. He thinks the team has some tough 
decisions ahead to make about players who have performed well. 
 
— The Twins are likely to take 12 pitchers with them next week when they break camp, Molitor said. The fourth-year manager downplayed the 
idea of a 13-man pitching staff. 
 
 
 
Farm system rankings: Overall (15-1) 
Sam Dykstra | MiLB.com | March 21, 2018 
 
With Spring Training winding down and the 2018 season almost upon us, MiLB.com has looked at the state of all 30 farm systems and ranked 
them, according to certain changing criterion with each edition. After looking at position player prospects (30-21, 20-11, 10-1), pitching prospects 
(30-21, 20-11, 10-1) and 21-and-under talent, this edition focuses on the overall talent in each system. Overall rankings 30-16 can be found at that 
link. Here are the overall rankings, 15-1: 
 
13. Minnesota Twins 
Position players: 11th Pitchers: 17th 
 
The Twins boast four top-100 prospects, and it's no surprise that the most exciting of the bunch is 2017 No. 1 overall pick Royce Lewis. The 18-
year-old shortstop wasted no time in pro ball, showing a promising hit tool and plus-plus speed while climbing to Class A Cedar Rapids in the 
same year he played prep ball. He's now MLB.com's No. 20 overall prospect and it's interesting to wonder how quickly they're prepared to move 
him again, given how well he took to aggressive assignments. It's that shortstop position at which Minnesota is most loaded. Nick Gordon is 
MLB.com's No. 80 prospect and will be knocking on the door at Triple-A Rochester. Wander Javier is outside the top 100 and will be much 
further down the depth chart, but he could make a jump in the rankings if he carries his solid hit tool to a full-season affiliate. Fernando Romero 
and Stephen Gonsalves give the organization two top-100 arms at the upper levels, and Brusdar Graterol could join them in the rankings if he 
carries his plus-plus fastball over a larger sample than short-season ball. OutfielderAlex Kirilloff is healthy after missing 2017 with Tommy John 
surgery and Brent Rooker could put up some eye-popping power numbers in his first full season. This is a system replenished after taking a dip 
before last year's Draft. 
 
 
 
 
With fan safety in mind, Rochester Red Wings plan to extend netting at Frontier Field 
Leo Roth | Democrat and Chronicle | March 21, 2018 
 
Fan safety at Frontier Field has long been a priority for the Rochester Red Wings. 
 
Bats that inadvertently fly from a batter’s hands and foul balls screaming toward the grandstand put fans in peril. 
 
Under the recommendation of Major League Baseball, the Red Wings announced Wednesday that they will extend the backstop netting all the 
way to the ends of each dugout starting with the 2018 season. 
 
All major league ballparks are making the move and most minor league facilities are following suit. 
 
“With the recommendation of MLB in mind, the Red Wings will install additional netting to protect those seats behind each dugout,” general 
manager Dan Mason said. “Fan safety remains a priority with the Wings and the new netting will meet all recommendations from the 
Commissioner’s Office.’’ 
 
The new Frontier Field netting will be approximately 15 feet high and 90 feet long, extending from Section 105 to 110 down the first base line 
and Section 122 to 127 along the third base line. The netting will be secured on top of the dugouts closest to the playing field. 
 
 The material will be free of knots. 
 
Red Wings fans reach for a ball during the game against Pawtucket in the eighth inning at Frontier Field. Paying attention to the game is a fan's 
responsibility to avoid being struck by foul balls, but team is expanding safety netting behind dugouts for fans in those sections.Buy Photo 
Red Wings fans reach for a ball during the game against Pawtucket in the eighth inning at Frontier Field. Paying attention to the game is a fan's 
responsibility to avoid being struck by foul balls, but team is expanding safety netting behind dugouts for fans in those sections. (Photo: CARLOS 
ORTIZ, @cfortiz_dandc/staff photographer) 
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In 2016, the safety netting at Frontier Field was expanded to include all sections within 70 feet of home plate, also at the recommendation of 
MLB. At the time, a new backstop was installed from the front of Section 110 to the front of Section 122 and state-of-the-art materials that 
provided better visibility were used. 
 
“The new netting will be similar to our current backstop, which provides much better visibility than what we had prior to 2016,’’ Mason said. 
 
The GM said the Red Wings are working with Monroe County to have the new netting installed prior to the club’s third homestand, which starts 
May 3. 
 
 
 
6 months later: Minnesota Twins help Puerto Rico recover 
Karla Hult | KARE 11 | March 21, 2018 
 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico – In the six months since a hurricane wreaked havoc on the American territory of Puerto Rico, the island community has 
found fierce allies in its recovery: businesses, organizations… and the Minnesota Twins. 
 
“When we find out what’s happened, we work together with Puerto Rican Coalition, Minnesota,” said Miguel Ramos, Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion for the Minnesota Twins about the team’s ongoing support of the work being done by Coalición de Boricuas en Minnesota – or 
Coalition of Puerto Ricans in Minnesota. 
 
 
MARIA’S INDELIBLE MARK 
 
On Sept. 20, 2017, Hurricane Maria slammed into Puerto Rico, relentlessly savaging the island’s tropical landscape and power grid. Six months 
later, official government sources suggest nearly 167,000 Puerto Rican people remain without power. And those who call the island home say that 
number does not account for the intermittent nature of the electrical connection to many communities. 
 
During a recent tour of the island, KARE 11 found trees and power poles still lying on the ground, darkened traffic lights and an overall landscape 
that suggested the storm had hit days – and not months – earlier. 
 
 
During a recent tour of Puerto Rico, KARE 11 found trees and power poles still lying on the ground, darkened traffic lights and an overall 
landscape that suggested Hurricane Maria had hit days &ndash; and not months &ndash; earlier. (Photo: KARE 11) 
THE WORK BEGINS IN MINNESOTA 
 
Ramos remembers the first images of devastation to come from his native island. And the Twins official remembers how his organization quickly 
stepped up to help the Puerto Rican community. 
 
“So one of the first things we did was one game at Target Field … we collect food, and we collect financial support,” Ramos recalled about the 
initial drive that resulted in the team sending a container filled with food and water to the island. 
 
And the organization continues to work with the Minnesota coalition to provide the support the community currently needs: whether monetary 
donations, tangible materials, or even visits from Twins players themselves. 
 
“We keep on going. Because this is something that you know is going to stay for many years,” Ramos said, adding, “The Twins organization is an 
organization that care about all Twins and all territories where we play … wherever we play, we care about the people that live in that area.” 
 
 
‘SEE WHAT I CAN DO FOR MY PEOPLE’ 
 
On a hot day during the holiday season, the towering figure of Kennys Vargas climbed out of a vehicle parked in a neighborhood about an hour 
outside of San Juan. 
 
Vargas – a designated hitter and first baseman for the Twins – walked into a field house crowded with children, who cheered when they saw the 
Puerto Rican baseball icon. 
 
“I know I can give some smile from them, and make their day a little bit more happy,” Vargas said about the Three Kings Day celebration, a 
Puerto Rican holiday involving gifts for children that in this case was sponsored by several entities, including Jet Blue and the Minnesota Twins. 
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“It’s always good to come home,” Vargas said after taking time to pose for pictures with children. 
 
 
Minnesota Twins designated hitter and first baseman Kennys Varga is something of a Puerto Rican hero, returning to his home after Hurricane 
Maria to offer hope and help. (Photo: KARE 11) 
For Vargas, returning to Puerto Rico months after Maria hit still holds a certain level of shock and concern. And he’s not the only one to harbor 
those worries: Outfielder Eddie Rosario and right-hander Jose Berrios, also both Puerto Rican, joined Vargas on a journey that started back in 
September. 
 
“The most difficult days,” recalled Vargas about when the players first learned about the hurricane, “We’re not even thinking about the game … 
You know, our heart and our mind is back in Puerto Rico.” 
 
And that focus influenced the players’ next steps. They joined Ramos in pushing for support for their native island. 
 
“I appreciate Minnesota Twins. I appreciate Jet Blue and all the people like playing ball with us and try to help us help our people over here,” 
Vargas said. 
 
Vargas plans to continue to push for relief in Puerto Rico. That, while the slugger also delivers his own homerun of hope by simply showing up to 
a holiday celebration. 
 
“When I saw my island, it was like I almost cried in the airplane. I was like, ‘Oh, this is not my island. I gotta deal with that.’ And I just came 
right away to my city, see what I can do for my people. And that’s what I did,” he said. 
 
 
Minnesota Twins designated hitter and first baseman Kennys Varga is something of a Puerto Rican hero, returning to his home after Hurricane 
Maria to offer hope and help. (Photo: KARE 11) 
To support the efforts of the Coalición de Boricuas en Minnesota, you can donate through the organization’s fiscal agent, Impact Lives, at: 
https://www.impactlives.org/donate/52-support-an-event.html. Please specify your donation is for the “Puerto Rico Hurricane Relief Fund.” 
 
 
OTHER MINNESOTANS MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN PUERTO RICO 
 
There’s no question Minnesotans have stepped up during this time of crisis in Puerto Rico. And while the following is by no means an exhaustive 
list, KARE 11 wanted to offer the following examples: 
 
According to its website, Medtronic – which has its operational headquarters in Minneapolis – launched a relief effort shortly after the hurricane 
hit. The company has shipped water, generators and boxes of food to the island. And the company specifically supported its 5,000 Puerto Rican 
employees with free gasoline, daycare and laundry services. 
 
Xcel Energy has sent more than 200 workers to Puerto Rico, most of whom are from Minnesota and the Upper Midwest. The utility company has 
rotated workers in on three-week deployments, during which they’ve been largely based in the mountainous, remote region of Caguas. 
 
And Minneapolis-based Katadyn North America says it’s teamed up with World Hope International to raise funds for water filters to be sent to 
Puerto Rico. Katadyn – which manufactures the filters – says it has already sent several hundred filters to the island. To support this effort, just go 
to: https://www.worldhope.org/give-katadyn 
 
 
 
 
Tommy Watkins takes off as a Minnesota Twins minor league manager 
David Dorsey | News-Press | March 21, 2018 
 
Tommy Watkins, from age 1 and onward, often has held a baseball bat in his hands. These days, he also holds a lineup card. 
 
Watkins played almost 1,000 games in the minors before reaching the big leagues as a player. Now, the Fort Myers native enters the second 
season of his post-playing career as a minor league baseball manager, his first at the helm of the Chattanooga (Tennessee) Lookouts, the Class 
Double-A affiliate of the Minnesota Twins. 
 
“I think I just happened to be in the right place at the right time, with a couple of the other managers leaving,” Watkins said of his promotion. 

https://www.worldhope.org/give-katadyn
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Watkins is one of just nine African-American managers out of 160 jobs in the minors this season. He managed the low Class A Cedar Rapids 
(Iowa) Kernels last year to a 75-65 record and a postseason berth. 
 
More: Of 160 minor league managing jobs, nine belong to African Americans 
 
Watkins grew up in and around the historically segregated and African-American Fort Myers neighborhoods known as Dunbar. He lived near 
Dunbar High School on Aztec Drive until the second grade. Then he lived off Broadway Avenue near City of Palms Park until the seventh grade, 
when his family relocated near Billy Bowlegs Park in east Fort Myers. 
 
“I think about it,” Watkins said of being one of a dwindling number of African-Americans in the game, either as a player or coach. “We do camps 
with the different Little Leagues. It’s always good to go out to Dunbar and see the kids come out to the camps. They’re pretty good, too. They 
favor basketball and football. 
 
“Baseball is starting to become a more expensive sport. That hurts.” 
 
Tommy Watkins Sr., a 1969 Dunbar High graduate, fell in love with baseball as a Fort Myers youth. He used to watch an all-black team of 
players, the Fort Myers Pirates, play at what’s now known as the STARS Complex off Edison Avenue. He went on to play in the minor leagues 
for the Cincinnati Reds, reaching the Double-A level before an injury sent him back home. For the past 38 years, Watkins Sr. has worked for 
Florida Power and Light. His son’s playing and coaching career has given him joy. He said he knew his son would carve a career in baseball when 
he gave him his first bat at age 1. 
 
 
“I think it’s great,” Watkins Sr. said. “That’s what he wanted to do. It’s like two careers, you know. You start all over again. He played, now he’s 
coaching, and now he’s managing. 
 
“Tommy’s smart. He knows the game. He knows what it takes. He’s a personable guy. He can relate to the players and the people he works with.” 
 
Twenty years ago, the younger Tommy Watkins had no clue what his future would hold in the sport. 
 
“I thought I was going to Minnesota when I got drafted,” Watkins said of being a 38th round draft pick in 1998. “I didn’t know much about minor 
league baseball. Little did I know I was going right down the road, to the Gulf Coast League. I didn’t know much about the Fort Myers Miracle, 
either.” 
 
The minor leagues present a long road to the majors, with the youngest of rookies having to advance through six levels of competition. 
 
The big-league Minnesota Twins have a new front office in Derek Falvey and Thad Levine, and they have a new minor league director in Jeremy 
Zoll, who was hired Oct. 1 to oversee the minor-league coaches and players. 
 
After last season, the Twins fired Fort Myers Miracle manager Doug Mientkiewicz, who is now managing at the Triple-A level with the Detroit 
Tigers. Jake Mauer resigned his spot as the Chattanooga Lookouts manager in order to spend more time with his family. This left two managing 
openings in the minors. Zoll leapfrogged Watkins over the Miracle. Ramon Borrego, who had been managing the Gulf Coast League Twins, was 
promoted to manage the Miracle with Watkins landing with the Lookouts. 
 
“The staff was a little bit fluid,” Zoll said of Watkins. “We were trying to match the different staffs with the different personalities. We had 
chatted a few times over the phone.” 
 
Upon meeting for the first time in person, Zoll said he realized the impact Watkins could have over a young team. 
 
“He’s full of energy every day,” Zoll said. “He always has a smile on his face.” 
 
Other Minnesota Twins managers and players, from the top on down, expressed optimism in Watkins as a leader and as a future core of their 
coaching ranks. He still has the nickname of “the Mayor,” only now, instead of being known as the “Mayor of Fort Myers,” he’s the “Mayor of 
Everywhere.” 
 
“Big-time, no doubt,” said Jose Marzan, the Twins Latin American coordinator. He managed Watkins when he played for the Miracle in 2002 and 
2003. Marzan played Watkins at every position but catcher. He even let Watkins, a utility infielder, pitch parts of two innings of relief, one in 
each season. Watkins did not give up a run. 
 
“He saw the game from every angle,” Marzan said. “He’s an asset to this organization. He always has been. With his experience and his 
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personality, all of that has helped him develop as a coach. If he keeps going and going and going, and he wants to do it, he can be a Major League 
manager someday, too.” 
 
Watkins began coaching as an assistant in 2009 in Elizabethton, Tennessee, then Minnesota’s low Class A affiliate. He had a future All-Star 
second baseman named Brian Dozier under his watch. 
 
Dozier credited Watkins with helping acclimate him to the professional game. 
 
“We related really well with each other, because he really got it,” Dozier said. “He relates very well with the players. Tommy’s one of the guys 
who never forgets. Swing, mechanics, everything – the ups and downs of being a player.” 
 
Watkins finally reached the big leagues with the Twins as a player in 2007, hitting .357 (10-for-28) between his debut Aug. 10 and suffering a leg 
injury Aug. 22. He finished his playing career at the Triple-A level in 2008 and 2009 but never again reached the big leagues. 
 
Watkins endured a long journey to the majors while playing. He hopes for a shorter one in coaching and managing. His extended time in the 
minors as a player would only help him develop as a manager, said Minnesota Twins manager and Hall of Fame player Paul Molitor. 
 
“He grinded his way through his minor-league career, and he finally got the big-league call,” Molitor said. “He has taken his post-playing career 
very seriously. 
 
“I remember when he first started coaching, he asked a lot of questions. He was trying to find ways to improve himself. Now, he’s got a 
managerial role, and he has gotten promoted this year. I think he’s really beginning to understand the importance of how to watch the game and 
picking up different things. At the same time, I think he understands how games work, how players function and how to motivate people. It’s been 
really fun to see him develop in terms of being a leader.” 
 
Twins minor league player Travis Blankenhorn witnessed the depth of Watkins’ knowledge during a game last season while standing on third 
base with two outs and the bases loaded. Watkins, coaching third, noticed the opposing team’s pitcher had been taking an extra amount of time on 
the mound, putting his head down for several seconds before throwing. 
 
“I think you can steal home,” Watkins told Blankenhorn. 
 
“You want me to?” Blankenhorn said. 
 
“Go ahead and go,” Watkins said. Blankenhorn took off, scoring with ease. 
 
“It’s always relaxed,” Blankenhorn said of playing for Watkins. “It was a lot of fun. I’ll definitely be looking forward to doing that again.” 
 
Watkins said he’s excited about his second season managing, especially now that he’s used to writing – and in his case typing – the lineup. 
 
“Writing the first lineup card was tough,” Watkins said. “I remember I called Jake Mauer and Doug Mientkiewicz both, that same day. I was like, 
‘What do I have to write out? First and last names?’ They both told me, ‘Don’t worry about it, you’re going to be fine.’” 
 
The talent level at Double-A is two levels above what he managed last season and just two levels below the big leagues. That would make for 
some different challenges, Watkins said, but his primary purpose would be to continue teaching prospects the game. 
 
“Guys are older,” Watkins said. “They’ve been around a lot longer. Whereas last year, I had to teach them how to get ready and teach them a 
routine that works for them, the older guys already have a routine that works for them. But it’s still baseball.” 
 
Connect with this reporter: David Dorsey (Facebook), @DavidADorsey (Twitter). 
 
Tommy Watkins 
 
What: Manager of the Chattanooga (Tennessee) Lookouts, Class Double-A affilate of the Minnesota Twins 
 
Age: 37 
 
High School: Riverdale, Class of 1998 
 
Minor league career: Hit .248 (705-for-2,847) over 12 seasons at six levels for the Twins. He had 31 homers, 290 RBI and 99 stolen bases in the 
minors from 1998 through 2009. 
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Major league career:  Hit .357 (10-for-28) in nine games for the Minnesota Twins between his debut Aug. 10, 2007 and suffering a leg injury 
Aug. 22 that year. 
 
 
 
 
Why a Minnesota Twins pitcher is crazy about the Lightning 
Rogers Mooney | Tampa Bay Times| March 21, 2018 
 
FORT MYERS — A pair of old-fashioned goal lamps made by Budweiser can be found in a condo in Fort Myers. They are synched by an app to 
go off every time the Lightning scores. The red lights spin. The horns blast. Twice. 
 
"It's not quiet, either," Phil Hughes said. "I got them turned on pretty loud." 
 
His wife, Sarah, is a saint. 
 
"She's not a big fan of the obnoxious horn going off all the time," Hughes said, "and it's not helping that they're one of the highest-scoring teams 
in the league." 
 
Hughes is a pitcher for the Twins. He likes playing fantasy football and live tweeting The Bachelor. 
 
But he loves the Lightning. 
 
Loves. The. Lightning. 
 
Former Lightning wing Ryan Malone lives near Minneapolis and is friends with some of the Vikings. He became friends with some of the 
Steelers when he played for the Penguins. Malone said he has never met a professional football or baseball player who is as over-the-top fanatical 
about a team in another sport as Hughes. 
 
"Phil, hands down," Malone said. "He's definitely a true fan." 
 
"He's a California kid who fell in love with hockey," Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. "It's kind of cool." 
 
Hughes' fandom began in 2005. Drafted in June 2004 by the Yankees, Hughes arrived the next year in Tampa for his first spring training. He 
spent weeks training across the city from the Lightning and became a fan of the team more and more as the years went on. His level of interest 
took off in 2010 when he watched Malone play for the United States in the Olympics. 
 
"That's when I really got into hockey," Hughes said. "I'm watching (the United States), and they got this guy who's pushing people to the ice. I 
thought this guy was pretty legit. I looked to see who he played for. He played for Tampa. I thought we ought to go to some games." 
 
Phil Hughes tweeted this picture of his Budweiser goal lamp.Phil Hughes tweeted this picture of his Budweiser goal lamp. 
Hughes was wearing the Malone jersey he bought after the Olympics the night he met Malone and other Lightning players in the dressing room 
after a game. He laughed at the memory. 
 
Hughes became friends with Teddy Purcell, Nate Thompson, Alex Killorn, Malone and Stamkos. He made up his own nicknames for the players, 
calling Purcell "The Intern." 
 
"He looked like an intern," Malone said of the wing, "which I don't know is good or not for a hockey player." 
 
Hughes, in turn, became known as "Big Bear." 
 
Hughes, who signed with the Twins in 2014 and now trains in Fort Myers, is a serial tweeter when watching Lightning games. 
 
"(Coach Jon) Cooper follows me on Twitter," Hughes said. "I got to watch what I say sometimes. He'll see it." 
 
Hughes grew up in Mission Viejo, Calif. He has never ice skated. 
 
"I'm scared to death I'm going to hurt myself," he said. "(That would be) a tough one to explain when you come into spring training." 
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Phil and Sarah celebrated their one-year anniversary in November in Bora Bora. The Lightning was in the midst of a California trip. Hughes 
watched the Lightning-Sharks game from his laptop while sitting outside his overwater bungalow. The Hugheses caught a Lightning game in 
Tampa last month when they arrived for spring training. 
 
Lightning players have seen Hughes pitch for the Yankees and the Twins. They even attended a 2010 Yankees-Twins playoff game to see him 
pitch for New York. 
 
"He would give up one home run when I went," Malone said. "One time I brought my two kids, and he gave up three home runs. I told him I want 
to go to your games, but I feel so bad." 
 
"I try to tell him that's not just when he's there," Hughes said. "That pretty much happens all the time." 
 
Hughes said he caught flak in New York from fans who wanted to know why he didn't root for the Rangers. Now he hears it from Minnesota fans 
who want him to root for the Wild. 
 
"I say, 'That's not how it works,' " Hughes said. 
 
Once the Thunder always the Thunder. 
 
"Exactly," Hughes said. 
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