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Source: GM Preller met with Machado in 
Miami 

 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- The Padres might be making their play for Manny Machado. 

General manager A.J. Preller recently met with the superstar free agent in Miami, sources told 
MLB.com on Thursday, confirming the original report from the San Diego Union Tribune. No 
deal is close, however, a source told MLB.com's Mark Feinsand. 

In dire need of a long-term solution at third base, San Diego seems like an obvious fit for the 26-
year-old Machado. It's unclear whether there's an offer on the table for the four-time All-Star, 
but sources said Padres' level of interest is high, and they've let Machado's camp know that. 

Machado would not come cheap. A deal for him would easily surpass Eric Hosmer's franchise-
record signing from last offseason, worth $144 million. The Phillies and White Sox, among other 
clubs, are also believed to be in the mix. 

Between the Orioles and Dodgers last year, Machado batted .297/.367/.538 with 37 homers. The 
Padres are in dire need of that kind of middle-of-the-order thump. They've ranked in the bottom 
third of the league in offense for as long as Machado's been a big leaguer. 

Despite those numbers, the Padres seem confident with their long-term offense, save for one 
spot -- third base. They've got a deep outfield and a pair of young catchers in Austin 
Hedges and Francisco Mejia. Machado could round out an infield that also features Hosmer 
at first, prospect Luis Urias at second and top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. at short. 

Last month, the Padres also met with star free agent Bryce Harper in his hometown of Las 
Vegas. Their current level of interest in Harper remains unclear. 

 

 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/547180/bryce-harper
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Green calls SD's 3B competition 
'wide open' 

 
AJ Cassavell, MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- There's no obvious favorite for the starting third-base job in San Diego this 
season. That's because there isn't currently an obvious everyday third baseman on the Padres' 
roster. 

Half a dozen infielders are set to vie for the third-base job this spring, but all of them feature 
prominent question marks. The possibility of a major free-agent acquisition looms, as the Padres 
have been linked with Manny Machado and Mike Moustakas in recent weeks. 

 
For now, San Diego will proceed with the current group in Peoria, a jumble of Minor League 
projects and Major League utilitymen. 

"It's probably wide open," Padres manager Andy Green said. "We're going to look at a lot of 
possibilities. It would be wrong to categorize anybody as a front-runner. Nobody's really earned 
that opportunity." 

There might not be a "front-runner," but every list needs a name at the front. For the Padres, 
that appears to be Ty France, the only everyday third baseman on the 40-man roster. 

France, who batted .267/.355/.464 with 22 homers between Double-A and Triple-A last season, 
was added to the club ahead of the November deadline to protect Minor Leaguers from the Rule 
5 Draft. 

France will presumably compete for playing time with utilitymen Greg Garcia, Jose 
Pirela and Ian Kinsler, who are already on the roster. Kinsler's expected to open the season at 
second base, and none of those three have regular experience at third. Minor Leaguers Jason 
Vosler, Seth Mejias-Brean and Esteban Quiroz are also in the mix. 

Like France, none of those three has recorded a Major League at-bat, yet they're all squarely in 
the running. 

"Obviously, it's in the back of my mind, but I'm trying not to make too much of it," France said of 
the spring competition. "If I just go out there and play my game, I'll let the rest take care of itself 
and leave myself in a good position to win it." 

As for the looming specter of a mid-camp acquisition, which would render the current 
competition moot, France said, "Whatever happens, happens. I can't control that. They're going 
to do what's best for the team and the organization. I'm just going out there to handle my 
business." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/664034/ty-france
http://m.mlb.com/player/594824/greg-garcia
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/613564/jason-vosler
http://m.mlb.com/player/613564/jason-vosler
http://m.mlb.com/player/623180/seth-mejias-brean
http://m.mlb.com/player/606019/esteban-quiroz
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Rain a factor in Padres' workout 
Nothing was going to dampen the vibe as Padres pitchers and catchers worked out formally for 
the first time this spring. 

Well, nothing except the rain. 

Gloomy weather forced the Friars to cancel a chunk of their Thursday workout, including the 
first round of pitcher's fielding practice. 

But a handful of pitchers threw bullpen sessions nonetheless, highlighted by relievers Craig 
Stammen and Jose Castillo and highly touted right-handed prospect Chris Paddack, who 
is in big league camp for the first time. 

 

Ellis joins Friars staff in Peoria 
Longtime catcher A.J. Ellis joined the Padres as a special assistant last week, and Green 
mapped out Ellis' role a bit more clearly on Thursday. 

Ellis will be in and out of camp, assisting with the team's catchers, and that role will carry into 
the big league clubhouse during the regular season. Of course, new bench coach Rod Barajas and 
catching coordinator Ryley Westman will take the initiative with the backstops. 

 
 
”We’ve had a great defensive catcher in Austin Hedges, but we haven’t had someone like Rod as 
an instructor before. He knows these guys and has a feel for the position. He’s definitely going to 
spearhead our catching program.” — Andy Green on Bench Coach Rod Barajas #PadresST 
 
 
"It's great to have [Ellis] here, too," Green said. "All these players really appreciated who he was 
and responded well to him. ... A.J.'s just another great set of helping hands and good eyes." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/620454/jose-castillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/aj-ellis-joins-padres-as-special-assistant/c-303813236
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1096090276748095490
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1096090276748095490
https://twitter.com/hashtag/PadresST?src=hash
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1096090276748095490
https://twitter.com/Padres/status/1096090276748095490
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Lauer, Lucchesi enter '19 as 
Friars' reliable arms 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com   
 
PEORIA, Ariz. -- What a difference a year makes. 

In February 2018, Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer reported to big league camp for the first 
time as wide-eyed prospects with almost no chance of making the Padres' Opening Day roster. 
Neither did, but it wasn't long before they arrived in San Diego. Lucchesi was an injury 
replacement on the second day of the season, and Lauer had joined the club by mid-April. 

"That happened quick," Padres catcher Austin Hedges said. "I had four big league camps before 
I made the team. Your first camp, you're a little nervous, you're trying to figure out if you belong 
-- normal human emotions. It's weird, because it feels like they've already been around for a 
while." 

Believe it or not, it's been less than 12 months since Lucchesi and Lauer became the first two 
pitchers from the 2016 Draft class to reach the big leagues. This spring, among the Padres' group 
of about 10 rotation candidates, they're probably the only two pitchers with a firm grip on their 
place in the starting five. 

Thursday marked the first formal workout for pitchers and catchers this spring, and manager 
Andy Green noted, "They're the guys at the top of the list that we expect to end up in the 
rotation." 

In some ways, the ascension of Lauer and Lucchesi comes by default. Tyson Ross and Clayton 
Richardare gone, and the Padres haven't added a proven big league starter (other 
than Garrett Richards, who could miss the entire season due to Tommy John surgery). 

"When I look at Spring Training last year, it definitely feels like it was a quick transition," Lauer 
said. "I went from coming in, just hoping to survive, to coming in and trying to be at the head of 
the rotation." 

, 2019 
Both left-handers showed flashes of very good stuff last season, but their numbers weren't all 
that impressive. Lucchesi made 26 starts and posted a 4.08 ERA, while Lauer started 23 times 
with a 4.34 ERA. Both need to do much better if they're truly going anchor the Padres' rotation. 

"They both were really, really good rookies in that they listened, they learned and they worked," 
Hedges said. "They weren't just satisfied that they made the big leagues. They both want to be 
great." 

There's another side effect of the southpaw pair's success last season. The Padres' quiet 
offseason leaves them with a number of Minor League starters fighting for big league jobs. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
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"There's some young guys in camp that don't have a lot of Minor League seasoning," Green said. 
"[Lucchesi and Lauer] kind of prove that you can hold your own in the big leagues ... and it gives 
us some confidence with a young group of guys.". 28th, 2018 

Chris Paddack? Logan Allen? Cal Quantrill? All three find themselves in the mix for places 
on the Opening Day roster, despite limited experience at the upper levels of the Minors. 

"I'm not sure who it's going to be, but we're quite certain it's going to be somebody that steps up 
and earns that opportunity, the way Joey did last year," Green said. 

For Lucchesi and Lauer, year two presents a fresh set of challenges. To their credit, they've 
embraced the areas in which they need to grow. 

Lucchesi added a cutter this offseason, and he's downright thrilled about the pitch. It should 
complement the his fastball-curveball mix as a weapon to keep right-handed hitters off-balance. 

30th, 2018 
Lauer, meanwhile, says he's honed his slider so it has more depth. The goal is to make it more of 
a putaway pitch and distinguish it further from his cutter -- which often took a similar shape. 

Clearly, neither is content to rest on their 2018 breakthrough to the Majors. 

"I need to be able to show I can progress and be that top-tier kind of pitcher," Lauer said. 

Added Lucchesi: "I always come in feeling like I've got to prove myself." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/615698/cal-quantrill
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Padres GM met with Manny 
Machado 

 
Kevin Acee, SDUT 
  

Padres General Manager A.J. Preller flew to Miami to meet with Manny Machado and 
his wife at some point in the past week, a step that indicates the sides continue to 
work toward a possible agreement. 

The 26-year-old free agent is the team’s first choice to fill its immediate vacancy at 
third base. 

It is not believed Machado is close to settling on his next team, with the Padres being 
among the contenders along with the Phillies and White Sox and possibly others. 

Preller, along with General Partner Peter Seidler and manager Andy Green, 
previously flew to Las Vegas to meet with right fielder Bryce Harper, the other 
marquee free agent on the market. 

Neither the numbers that have been exchanged nor the formality of any offers are 
known, but sources said this week that both free agents are aware of the Padres’ level 
of interest. 

It is believed both players are seeking an average of around $30 million a year. 

Machado, a four-time All-Star who is one of four players to have had a WAR of 5.9 or 
higher in three of the past four seasons, is the more natural fit for the Padres given 
their lack of a proven third baseman and depth in the outfield. 

Harper, an All-Star six times in seven seasons, is also being courted by the Giants, 
Phillies and White Sox and possibly others. 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Padres%20GM%20met%20with%20Manny%20Machado%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manny-machado-PESPTF00106-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-harper-machado-moustakes-gonzalez-third-base-0211-story.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-harper-machado-moustakes-gonzalez-third-base-0211-story.html
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Former Aztec Ty France in mix 
at third base for Padres 
 
Kevin Acee, SDUT 
  

Ty France is here to see what happens as much as he is to make something happen. 

Both can be true. In fact, he’s come to believe both have to be true. 

Sure, France will do his best to win a job with the Padres. He wants to to realize a 
dream and achieve all that comes with being a major leaguer. The thing about making 
the move to the spacious clubhouse is it helps serve as motivation for staying there. 

But due at least in part to lessons learned while playing at San Diego State 
under Tony Gwynn and Mark Martinez, France understands things work out as 
they’re supposed to and the best chance at success comes from focusing on himself 
and enjoying where he’s at. 

“Playing for Coach Gwynn, you learn an endless amount,” France said. “He was just a 
bag of knowledge.” 

It is a conversation with Martinez during France’s freshman year, though, that he has 
often drawn upon to keep himself centered. 

The talking-to came early in that 2013 season when France was struggling at the 
plate. 

“He said, ‘Either you figure it out or it’s going to be a long year. We’re not going to 
take you out. You’ve earned the spot to play,’ ” France recalled. “So when I do 
struggle, I kind of go back to that and think, ‘I’ve earned the spot. I’ve earned the right 
to be at the level I’m at.’ ” 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:kevin.acee@sduniontribune.com?subject=Regarding:%20%27Former%20Aztec%20Ty%20France%20in%20mix%20at%20third%20base%20for%20Padres%27
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tony-gwynn-PESPT000011564-topic.html
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France ended up a second-team Freshman All-American and went on to hit 
.337/.431/.473 in his three years with the Aztecs before the Padres drafted him in the 
34th round in 2015. 

Fewer than four years later, he is in his first major league spring training. 

While so much remains fluid in the Padres infield four days before the scheduled first 
full-squad workout, the current circumstance is that the 24-year-old France will 
compete with Greg Garcia, Ian Kinsler, Seth Mejias-Braun and Jason Vosler for the 
starting job at third base. 

“He’s got every opportunity sitting out in front of him,” manager Andy Green said. “… 
We don’t have a clear front-runner for that spot on the field. If he’s our best option, 
he’ll be with us to start the year.” 

The Padres are still getting to know France. His rise has been unexpectedly quick. 

“We don’t know what his profile is yet,” Green said. 

That makes France a good fit in the group of possible Padres third basemen, which 
ostensibly includes free agents Manny Machado, Mike Moustakas and Marwin 
Gonzalez. 

Whoever the starter ends up being, it will be a player who has not worn a Padres 
uniform. 

Garcia is a veteran utility infielder claimed off waivers from the Cardinals in 
November and who will also play some shortstop. Kinsler, signed as a free agent in 
December and entering his 14th major-league season, is penciled in at second base at 
least for the start of the season but will get work at third during the spring. Mejias-
Brean is a smooth fielder who has spent the last three seasons between Double-A and 
Triple-A in the Reds and Mariners organizations. Vosler, acquired in a November 
trade that sent Rowan Wick to the Cubs, was Chicago’s 25th-ranked prospect entering 
2018 and hit 23 homers between Double-A and Triple-A. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-kinsler-PESPT000010174-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-moustakas-PESPT0015425-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/marwin-gonzalez-PESPT0015265-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cincinnati-reds-ORSPT000008-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
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“I’m trying not to make too much of it,” France said. “I’m going to play my game and 
let the rest take care of itself. If it’s meant to be, it’s meant to be. We’ll figure it out.” 

It has worked for him. In fact, he’s ridden the cliche along an improbably fast track to 
his first crack at the majors. 

“He came in with not the highest expectations organizationally … the kind of guy who 
wasn’t expected to climb as rapidly as he has,” Green said. “That’s a lot of credit to 
him.” 

Because even the fast track has some bumps. 

After making the Double-A Texas League All-Star game in 2017 and finishing that 
season hitting .275/.341/.377 with five home runs and 20 doubles, France was back in 
Double-A to start last season and was batting .218/.358/.327 with one home run 
through 18 games. 

“When you’re in the middle of it,” France said, “it seems like a long time.” 

That’s when he applied a lesson learned as an Aztec. 

In his next 94 games — up to his August promotion to Triple-A El Paso — he batted 
.265/.340/.448 with 16 homers. He hit five more home runs in Triple-A to finish with 
22, tied with Austin Allen for the organizational lead. 

“Going back to San Antonio, I put a lot of pressure on myself,” France said. “I started 
the year not so great. Once I kind of let that go, playing my game, having fun, 
enjoying baseball again, the rest took care of itself. 

“Going to college, learning that in college definitely helped. I’m only 24, but I feel like 
one of the older veteran guys because I have the experience and have learned that 
throughout my career.” 
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Padres among teams embracing 
Edgertronic, Rapsodo 
technology 
 
Dennis Lin, The Athletic 
 
PEORIA, Ariz. — Chris Paddack convened with members of his extended 
family over Christmas and presented them with gifts to ensure they will never 
be far removed. A few weeks remained in an offseason largely spent in Krum, 
Texas. Paddack would soon relocate to Arizona for his first big-league spring 
training, likely to be followed by a deployment to either El Paso or San Diego. 
To remedy the distance, Paddack left each of the various households closest to 
him with a Facebook Portal. The smart-home device’s camera facilitates video 
chats in high definition, shrinking the physical gap between loved ones. 
“I wanted to stay connected a little better this season,” Paddack said. “With text 
messages, you can only say so much.” 
On Thursday morning, the Padres prospect would see another horizon 
expanded. As he and other pitchers worked through bullpen sessions at the 
Peoria Sports Complex, ultra-high-speed cameras and radar devices tracked 
their movements in granular detail. San Diego’s research and development 
team had installed the technology, thrusting the Padres into a league-wide 
movement. 
Two years ago, only one organization wielded Edgertronic cameras capable of 
logging high-resolution video at thousands of frames per second. The Houston 
Astros went on to secure a World Series title. This spring, the number appears 
closer to 30. 

That includes the Padres who, like most other clubs, have boosted their 
technology use aside from already-widespread TrackMan systems. While 
Edgertronic cameras spit out slow-motion replays, Rapsodo radar units provide 
immediate data on velocity and various spin components (rate, efficiency, 
axis). Such instruments will not be limited to the Cactus League this season; 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://twitter.com/drivelinebases/status/968384948540510208
https://twitter.com/mike_petriello/status/1095744240037122051
https://twitter.com/mike_petriello/status/1095744240037122051
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the Padres plan to have them at Petco Park and throughout their minor-league 
affiliates. 
“I went to watch film a few days ago, and they showed me the software,” 
Paddack said before Thursday’s bullpen. “I don’t know exactly what it is, but 
I’m excited to see it. Because I’m a visual learner. I want to see the different 
angles, if I’m slowing my arm down, all those different things.” 
Paddack, 23, is not unlike many of his peers. 
“Our pitching coaches can relay things that those devices can,” Padres pitching 
coach Darren Balsley said. “But a lot of our pitchers have been brought up in 
the generation where they like to see things and get feedback number-wise, 
visual-wise. So, it just gives another tool other than video to slow it down, have 
them know exactly what’s happening with the baseball, what’s happening with 
their hand position. We’re going to use it as a resource.” 
For Paddack, the devices could have an especially practical application. The 
right-hander has ascended to an elite tier of prospects, devastating batters with 
a fastball-changeup tandem. But scouts say his likely outcome falls short of a 
true ace. Paddack dominated both High A and Double A during last 
year’s return from Tommy John surgery, but his sparingly used third pitch, a 
curveball, was sometimes loopy and often ineffective. At higher levels, that 
could be a problem, of course. 
When Paddack spoke with Balsley during the offseason, the pitching coach 
encouraged him to conduct a YouTube search. Paddack watched videos of 
some of the better curveballs in the majors, observing their trajectories and 
envisioning what he wished his own to resemble. He then began throwing into 
a net only five feet away, “just to get a feel for what I was feeling off my 
fingers instead of seeing the results. Sometimes you can overthink the results.” 
Several offseason bullpen sessions later, Paddack said Thursday, he was 
pleased with his progress. He looked forward to proving it against live hitters. 
And he seemed intrigued with the idea of alternative feedback. Spin rate, for 
instance, can be useful for gauging the effectiveness of a curveball. 
“It’ll help me to kind of visualize and see what I’m doing, compare it to the 
results and the video, and try and put it all into one,” Paddack said. “I’ve heard 
some good things about that, so I’m pretty excited to use it, for sure.” 

https://theathletic.com/372800/2018/05/30/suited-and-booted-just-ready-to-rock-padres-prospect-chris-paddack-dresses-and-pitches-for-the-job-he-wants/
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The Padres will not be issuing a mandate that all 37 pitchers in camp actively 
seek out their Edgertronic and Rapsodo data. Regardless, Balsley said, the 
devices will be running during every bullpen. Troves of information will pile 
up, some of it in real time on device-connected iPads, and that information will 
be made available to players, coaches and front-office members. It can aid in 
correcting flaws, making adjustments, developing new pitches or replicating 
the feel of a particularly revelatory toss. 
“I do like it,” said Balsley, who is entering his 17th season as the Padres’ 
pitching coach. “It’s just the generation of pitchers we have now. A lot of them 
have been introduced to that, even before I was. That’s kind of their language 
now. In a way, it can be the same thing as me dealing with a Latin player, 
speaking his language literally. I’ve had to learn how to speak Spanish. So, this 
is just another language that I need to learn. And the sooner I do that, the better, 
because that’s the way a lot of these guys are working.” 
“Just the way kids are today, they want to improve,” Padres manager Andy 
Green added. “They want to be able to see things. They want things quantified. 
If you’re not doing that here, they end up going elsewhere, to hitting gurus, to 
pitching people. We want to have in-house the ability to talk to them about 
anything that they have a question on. These technologies will give us the 
opportunity to do that.” 
At least one Padres pitcher did, in fact, venture outside the organization during 
the offseason. Reliever Robert Stock paid a two-day visit in October to 
Driveline Baseball, an increasingly prominent training lab in Seattle. Stock, the 
former can’t-miss prospect who reached the majors at 28 last season, 
already had purchased his own Rapsodo unit last summer. But as he 
contemplated the next steps after his emergence, he sought specialists who 
could translate the radar data into practical terms. 
“I wanted to work on my cutter,” Stock said. 
The right-hander throws three other pitches, including a fastball that can climb 
above 100 mph, but he also harbors ambitions of starting games, at least in 
shorter segments. His Rapsodo unit allows him to measure his fourth pitch’s 
spin efficiency, “which is how much it interacts with the air. If you imagine a 
football spiral, it’s a gyroscope spin; it’s not interacting with the air at all. 
Whereas a fastball, that’s going to get some lift if it’s a (certain) way. Or a 

https://theathletic.com/526265/2018/09/20/robert-stock-wants-to-throw-105-that-may-sound-unlikely-but-so-have-plenty-of-things-on-his-path-to-the-majors/
https://theathletic.com/526265/2018/09/20/robert-stock-wants-to-throw-105-that-may-sound-unlikely-but-so-have-plenty-of-things-on-his-path-to-the-majors/
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curveball — it’s going to get pushed down because of air. This thing (Rapsodo) 
can tell you that. So, it’s very valuable when you’re developing a new pitch.” 
Stock left his Driveline visit with a 30 percent spin efficiency as the target for 
his cutter. “If it’s too high, it’s going to be interacting with the air too much and 
turning into more of a slider,” he said. “If it’s too low, it’s not moving at all.” 
He returned to his offseason base in Arizona and, with the help of his Rapsodo 
unit, dove into the process of trial-and-error. With the season approaching, he 
is eager to unveil a new weapon built on both feel and science. 
As pitchers and catchers went through their first official workout Thursday, 
Stock did not need to lug around his personal Rapsodo device. There was no 
need, for him or for any other player. 
“It’s not going to hinder me or (Padres bullpen coach Doug Bochtler) in 
anything we do,” Balsley said. “It’s going to be there for them. It’s going to be 
there for me. It’s going to be there for our front office. It’s going to be 
available. It’s always good. It doesn’t mean we’re going to be transforming into 
something that we’ve never been. It’s just more material we can use.” 
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#PadresOnDeck: SD Claims 13 of 
FanGraphs’ Top 130 Prospects 
 
Justin Lafferty, FriarWire 
 

While Fernando Tatis Jr. is the consensus top prospect in the Padres 
organization, the system has strength in numbers. 

FanGraphs released their top 130 prospect list Wednesday, with Tatis Jr. as the 
№3 prospect in the game. The publication is quite high on fast-rising right-handed 
pitcher Luis Patiño, ranking him №42 overall. 

Here’s how FanGraphs ranked the future Friars: 

3. Tatis Jr., SS 

22. MacKenzie Gore, LHP 

24. Luis Urías, 2B 

34. Chris Paddack, RHP 

42. Patiño, RHP 

59. Francisco Mejía, C 

86. Adrian Morejon, LHP 

93. Logan Allen, LHP 

114. Anderson Espinoza, RHP 

116. Tirso Ornelas, LF 

https://blogs.fangraphs.com/2019-top-100-prospects/
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124. Josh Naylor, 1B 

126. Hudson Potts, 3B 

129. Michel Baez, RHP 

FanGraphs uses a proprietary future value grade to assess prospects. Tatis Jr. has 
the highest FV in the organization, at 65. 

“Scouted and snatched away from the Camelback Ranch backfields by A.J. 
Preller himself, Tatis had barely worn a White Sox uniform before he was flipped 
to San Diego for James Shields during 2016 Extended Spring,” FanGraphs’ Eric 
Longenhagen and Kiley McDaniel wrote. “He has Carlos Correa‘s frame, but 
is more agile and acrobatic a defender than Correa, and while there’s some risk that 
Tatis will eventually fill out beyond viability at shortstop, it probably won’t be for a 
while, and in the interim he’s going to be quite good there. He also has power that 
is rare for the big leagues generally, let alone for a middle infielder, and he has 
gotten to it in games thus far despite some issues with strikeouts.” 

Gore, the №3 overall pick in the 2017 MLB Draft, battled blister issues in 2018 but 
has tremendous upside. The southpaw, who made 16 starts for Class-A Fort Wayne 
last year, turns 20 later this month. 

“Gore’s athleticism enables him to locate a bevy of good pitches despite a weird 
delivery that serves to disorient hitters,” FanGraphs wrote. “When Gore comes 
home, he drifts toward the first base side of the mound a bit, creating a unique 
angle on his pitches. And those pitches are good. Though he doesn’t have great 
natural ability to spin the ball, Gore’s over-the-top arm slot enables him to get 
tumble on his curveball anyway, he has very advanced changeup feel, and his slider 
is firm.” 

A pitcher who many feel is a mirror image of Gore — right down to the mechanics —
 came in at №42 on the list. Patiño has been a success story for Padres scouts, who 
saw his raw athleticism as a shortstop and signed him as a pitcher in 2016. Since 
moving to the mound, the 19-year-old has been impressive. 

Last season at Fort Wayne, Patiño went 6–3 with a 2.16 ERA, fanning 98 batters in 
83.1 innings. 

https://blogs.fangraphs.com/valuing-prospects-the-pros-and-cons-of-a-single-number/
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“He’s added a full ten ticks to his fastball over the last two and a half years, and now 
is not only one of the best on-mound athletes in the minors, but a hard worker and 
team leader with infectious charisma,” FanGraphs wrote. “Patiño’s velocity came as 
he got in the weight room and added about 25 pounds. He was so dominant during 
his first few pro starts in the DSL that the Padres quickly pushed him stateside for 
the remainder of 2017, then to the Midwest League at age 18 the following year.” 
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Andy’s Address, 2/14 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

The Padres have depth in numbers when it comes to starting pitching 
this spring. 

What they lack is much experience and success at the Major League level 
from their starters. 

Andy Green said Thursday the answer might come in a different view 
of pitching. 

“We’re going to definitely leave open the possibility of doing some things 
that are more unconventional,” Green said Thursday as rain wiped out 
some of the Padres’ plans at their Peoria, Ariz., camp. 

“That doesn’t mean we’re marrying ourselves to that,” Green continued. 
“I do think we’ll look at a lot of different ways to put a pitching staff 
together. We have depth in numbers. We don’t have clear separators 
right now . . . guys who have shown ‘this is my job’ and ‘I belong in the 
№1 spot in the rotation or I belong in the two spot.’ We have a lot of 
numbers and in those numbers might be an intelligent way to utilize the 
staff.” 

Green discussed Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer, who quickly became 
part of the Padres rotation last year after apparently falling just short of 
making the team out of spring training. 

“Lauer and Lucchesi got a lot of experience last year,” said Green. “That’s 
great for both of them. They both kind of have a leg up on spots in the 
rotation coming into the year. They are probably the guys at the top of 
the list when we expect guys to end up in the rotation. 
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“In Joey’s case, I don’t think he came into camp last year expecting to 
make the Major League club, but he pretty much did that. This year, I’m 
not sure who that is going to be. But I’m quite certain somebody will step 
up and have the opportunity to do what Joey did last year. I think the 
experience they got last year will serve both those guys well. 

“They made some nice adjustments. There are some young guys in camp 
that don’t have a ton of minor league seasoning. Lauer and Lucchesi kind 
of proved you can hold your own in the big leagues. Neither one of them 
came up and laid claim to pitching at the top of a rotation for years to 
come, but they both more than held their own and they both showed 
flashes of really good stuff. 

“That gives us some confidence with a young group of guys. Every guy’s 
path is a little bit different. Some guys in camp right now have had more 
seasoning. I don’t think we’re going to look at how much minor league 
time they’ve had to determine who makes the Major League roster. 

“We want to raise the bar across the board. We want to see those guys 
take big steps forward. It’s not just ‘I held my own last year.’ We’ve got to 
get to winning and to get to winning, guys who have held their own have 
to be more dominant forces on the mound.” 

Green was then asked about Bryan Mitchell, who pretty much was 
handed a rotation spot in spring training last year, struggled then 
finished strong in September after a long tour on the disabled list for an 
elbow strain. 

“Mitchell bounced back,” said Green. “Obviously last year was rocky, 
there is no other description for it. He’s worked hard this off-season. He 
looks really good. Nothing is handed to Bryan Mitchell this year. Last 
year we came in and it was pretty much ‘you’re going to pitch.’ Now it’s 
going to get what you earn.” 

Green discussed at length catchers Austin Hedges and Francisco 
Mejía and what it means to half former veteran catchers Rod 
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Barajas (bench coach) and A.J. Ellis (special assistant) working with 
them. 

“I feel great about it, Rod in particular,” said Green. “We’ve had a great 
defensive catcher the past several years in Austin Hedges. We really 
haven’t had that person at the Major League level with that catching 
expertise that Rod Barajas does. We’re talking about someone who 
caught a long time in the big leagues. He knows these guys. He has a feel 
for the position. He understands it and he’s going to definitely spear-
head our emphasis on catching. And A.J., it’s great to have him here, too. 
He’ll be in and out of camp the way Trevor (Hoffman) has been. 

“If Mejia were in Triple-A, he would catch more than he would if he is 
splitting time with Austin Hedges in the big leagues. I’d say that is fair. 
We haven’t really come to any conclusions. We’ll see Francisco make 
some strides in the spring. We want to see him work hard behind the 
plate. He’s well aware of what we’re looking for back there. He will get 
more development time. If he’s going to help us win games, we won’t be 
shy about taking him. And on days he’s not playing, there can still be 
some real work done with a guy (Barajas) who knows what he is doing.” 

Green said it is far too early to handicap third base. 

“It’s wide open at this time,” said Green. “It would be wrong to categorize 
anyone as a frontrunner. No one has earned that. We have some guys 
with positional versatility that we’ll look at over there in time. We don’t 
have a clean answer today. We find out who gets that as spring unfolds. 

“Ty France has as much a shot at anyone at this point in time. People 
have spoken very highly of him throughout the minor league system. 
We’re intrigued to watch him play in Spring Training and see how he 
steps up.” 

Green was asked about the bat flip Fernando Tatis Jr. had following a 
walk-off homer in a Dominican Republic playoff game. 
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“Tatis plays with a ton of life and personality,” said Green. “Bat flips are 
common over there. I like guys being themselves. I think it is fun. That 
might be a little higher than most guys go. I kind of love winter league 
baseball, the passion and energy they play with, the emotion on the field. 
We’d probably do better in the states to have a little more of that life on 
the field and kind of move past some of the conventional rules of the 
game that people have held onto for so long.” 

It was too wet for the Padres to go on the field Thursday. 

“We didn’t want to go on wet fields today and start slipping around and 
pulling muscles on the first day,” said Green. “We’re still going through 
our bullpen schedule and throwing program. We’re going to back off 
some of that field activity we had planned. We’re pretty confident that 
we have enough days left that we can get all that stuff in.” 
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Top 50 Individual Seasons 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

Ryan Klesko was a slugger. 

As a fielder, the 6-foot-3, 220-pound Klesko was not a picture of grace at 
first or in the outfield. 

But he could hit. And when he hit, the ball flew off his bat. 

In six full seasons with the Padres, Klesko batted .279 with a .381 on-
base percentage and a .491 slugging percentage for a .872 OPS. He hit 
133 homers with 493 RBIs in 828 games. 

But over a two-season span from 2001–2002, Klesko hit .293 with 59 
homers and 208 RBIs while walking nearly as often as he struck out. 

It is the second of those seasons that I rate as the 30th-best in Padres 
history — we’ll visit 2001 later. 

Klesko, who turned 31 during the 2002 season, hit .300, which was the 
second-highest mark of his career. He had 29 homers and 95 RBIs. He 
also had 39 doubles and a triple with 90 runs scored. Klesko drew 76 
walks while striking out only 86 times. 

He had a .388 on-base percentage, with a .537 slugging percentage for 
a .925 OPS, which also ranked as the second-best mark of his career. 
Klesko finished the 2002 season with a 4.2 WAR while playing 146 
games with 111 starts at first. 

Klesko became the first player to lead the Padres in hitting following the 
retirement of Tony Gwynn after the 2001 season. He also led the 2002 
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Padres in doubles, home runs, RBIs, runs scored and extra-base hits 
(69). 

The 2002 season was Klesko’s third with the Padres, after coming to San 
Diego with second baseman Bret Boone from Atlanta via a trade on 
Dec. 22, 1999. The Padres sent outfielder Reggie Sanders, first 
baseman Wally Joyner and second baseman Quilvio Veras to the 
Braves. 

Klesko has the fourth-highest career OPS (.872) in Padres history and 
ranks fifth in both career on-base percentage (.381) and slugging 
percentage (.491). He ranks third in walks with 470 in only 3,333 plate 
appearances. 

Klesko ranks fifth on the Padres’ all-time career list in RBIs (493). He 
ranks sixth in homers (133) and runs scored (449) and is tied for sixth in 
doubles (176) 

After injuries restricted him to just six plate appearances in 2006, Klesko 
joined the San Francisco Giants in 2007 as a free agent. That was his 
final season. 

_________________________________________________
__________________ 

Top 50 Individual Seasons: 

30. 1B Ryan Klesko (2002) 

31. RF Tony Gwynn (1989) 

32. 1B Fred McGriff (1992) 

33. RHP Jake Peavy (2005) 
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34. LHP Bruce Hurst (1989) 

35. RHP Trevor Hoffman (2006) 

36. 1B-C Gene Tenace (1979) 

37. CF Kevin McReynolds (1984) 

38. LHP Dave Roberts (1971) 

39. RHP Clay Kirby (1972) 

40. 1B Adrian Gonzalez (2010) 

41. 1B Phil Nevin (2004) 

42. RF Tony Gwynn (1995) 

43. RF Dave Winfield (1978) 

44. 2B Alan Wiggins (1984) 

45. RHP Andy Hawkins (1985) 

46. INF-OF Bip Roberts (1990) 

47. RHP Heath Bell (2010) 

48. RHP Trevor Hoffman (1999) 

49. RF Brian Giles (2005) 

50. 2B Mark Loretta (2003) 
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50 Moments: Moores’ 1994 
Purchase Changed Padres History 
 
Bill Center, FriarWire 

The 1994 season wasn’t particularly good for the Padres and baseball. 

Although Tony Gwynn was flirting with .400, the Padres — who were 
emerging from their infamous “fire sale” — were 47–70 when the 1994 
season abruptly ended on Aug. 11 due to a labor impasse between owners 
and players. 

But the course of Padres history changed on Dec. 21, 1994, when a group 
headed by Texas computer magnate John Moores — and including 
former Baltimore Orioles executive Larry Lucchino — purchased the 
Padres from Hollywood producer Tom Werner and his 15 minority 
owners. 

Moores and Lucchino would oversee the rebuilding of the Padres —
 leading to the club winning the 1998 National League pennant and the 
construction of Petco Park. Moores would own and operate the Padres 
until 2009 . . . and eventually sold the Padres to the group headed by 
executive chairman Ron Fowler and general partner Peter Seidler in 
2012. 

Under Moores, the Padres won four National League West titles (1996, 
1998, 2005 and 2006) in addition to winning the National League title in 
1998 — an event that led to the vote approving the construction of Petco 
Park in downtown San Diego. 

Although Lucchino departed during the delayed construction of Petco 
Park, the Moores-Lucchino combination changed the course of Padres 

https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-cant-strike-impact-of-mr-padre-s-stellar-1994-a865fd93c776
https://padres.mlblogs.com/50-moments-infamous-fire-sale-after-memorable-92-season-66c61d667f
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history. Leading up to the vote on Petco Park, Moores said the Padres 
likely couldn’t survive in San Diego unless they had a ballpark other than 
Qualcomm Stadium in Mission Valley. 

Born in San Antonio, Texas in 1944, Moores went from being a 
programmer for IBM to founding BMC Software in 1980. He became the 
lead financier of Peregrine Systems a year later. While owning the 
Padres, Moores became an active benefactor for a number of San Diego 
organizations, including San Diego State University, UC San Diego, the 
San Diego Zoo, the San Diego Symphony, Scripps Institute, the San 
Diego Boys and Girls Clubs, St. Vincent de Paul Villages and the Rady 
Children’s Hospital. 

Together, Moores and Lucchino reversed the fortunes of the Padres, who 
had the lowest payroll in baseball. 

Moores was the owner when the trade with Houston was made, 
bringing Ken Caminiti and Steve Finley to the Padres. He was the 
owner when Bruce Bochy was named the manager and when Kevin 
Towers was promoted to general manager. 

_________________________________________________
__________________ 

Top 50 moments (in chronological order): 

1. National League votes to expand into Montreal and San Diego (May 
27, 1968) 

2. Padres stocked with players in National League expansion draft (Oct. 
14, 1968) 

3. Padres win their Major League debut (April 8, 1969) 

4. Clay Kirby removed from a no-hitter (July 21, 1970) 

5. Nate Colbert’s five-homer, 13-RBI doubleheader in Atlanta (Aug. 1, 
1972) 
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6. 1973, the year San Diego nearly lost the Padres 

7. Ray Kroc buys the Padres (Jan. 25, 1974) 

8. Ray Kroc grabs the microphone during his first home game as the 
Padres owner (April 9, 1974) 

9. Randy Jones National League Cy Young Award (1976) 

10. Shortstop Ozzie Smith’s greatest defensive play in Padres’ history 
(April 20, 1978) 

11. Padres host the 1978 All-Star Game (July 11, 1978) 

12. Gaylord Perry wins 1978 National League Cy Young Award 

13. The “re-hatching” of the San Diego Chicken (June 29, 1979) 

14. 1984 Padres-Braves brawl in Atlanta (Aug. 12, 1984) 

15. More than 12,000 fans greet Padres as they return home from two 
losses in Chicago in 1984 National League Championship Series (Oct. 
3, 1984) 

16. Steve Garvey’s series-tying, walk-off homer in Game 4 of the 1984 
National League Championship Series 

17. Padres win their first National League title (Oct. 7, 1984) 

18. Benito Santiago’s 34-game hitting streak to finish a strong finish to 
N.L. Rookie of the Year season (1987) 

19. LHP Mark Davis wins the 1989 National League Cy Young Award 

20. Roseanne Barr butchers The National Anthem (July 25, 1990) 

21. Padres host the 1992 All-Star Game (July 14, 1992) 

22. The fire sale (1992–1993) 

23. Tony Gwynn’s .394 during the strike-shortened 1994 season 

24. John Moores buys the Padres (Dec. 21, 1994) 
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Tatis Jr. knows his MLB debut 
with Padres is getting closer 
Weston DeWitt, Associated Press 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. (AP) — Fernando Tatis Jr. has one goal during his second spring training with the 
San Diego Padres — make the team. 

The Padres might not bring him up right away, but there's a good chance the son of former big 
leaguer Fernando Tatis will make his major league debut at some point this season for 
rebuilding San Diego. 

Fans certainly are eager to see the 20-year-old shortstop light up Petco Park with his flashy style 
of play. 

His approach? 

"Same thing as always, come play baseball and do what I know how to do and keep having fun as 
always," he said. 

But Tatis, the No. 2 prospect overall in all of baseball, knows it's a little different this year. 

"There's a reality now. There's a chance it might happen. I'm just working hard for it," he said. 

While his goal is to make the team, Tatis knows that "always in this game you've got to get 
better, learn, keep learning from these guys, ask a lot of questions from the guys with 
experience, and bring the show." 

Tatis can certainly do that, even though he's only played 2 ½ months above Single-A. The 
Padres might opt to have him start the season in Triple-A. There's also the thought the Padres 
might delay his arrival in the big leagues in order to keep from starting his service time clock. 

Tatis said he needs to "show my game. They already have seen me a lot. If I prove I can do it over 
here, I think they'll make the decision." 

He broke his left thumb while sliding headfirst in July and missed the rest of the season. He 
more than made up for the lost time with a successful stint in winter ball. 

He went back home to play in the Dominican Winter League with Estrellas Orientales. In 23 
games, he hit .263 with three home runs, one of which made waves well beyond his home 
country. 

After Tatis smacked a game-winning three-run home run in the playoffs, he chucked his bat 
straight up into the air in pure jubilation, sending the dugout and crowd into a frenzy. It was the 
most talked-about bat flip since the infamous bat flip by Jose Bautista in the 2015 American 
League Division Series. 

"I like guys being themselves," manager Andy Green said about the bat flip. "He plays with a ton 
of life and personality, I think it's fun. That might have been a little higher than most guys do, 
but it's common to see that over there. I love winter league baseball and the passion and energy 

http://www.ap.org/
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they play, the emotion they play with on the field. It would probably be better here in the states 
to have a little bit more of that life on the baseball field, move past the conventional rules of the 
game that people have held here for so long and let people be themselves on the field. I've been 
encouraging guys to just be themselves and if that is a bat flip, that's not going to bother me at 
all." 

Tatis said he's in great shape after playing winter ball, and that he took away some valuable 
lessons. 

"Being more consistent and playing under pressure," he said. "Just showing them that I can do it 
during special occasions. I really grew up as a man and a baseball player, too. It was fun, 
winning a championship for my hometown and breaking the 51 years without winning. It was 
very special." 

He's always been around the game thanks in large part to his father, who played 11 seasons in 
the big leagues. Tatis Jr. signed with the Chicago White Sox as an international free agent in 
2015. He was traded to the Padres a year later as part of the package that sent James Shields to 
the White Sox. 

Even before Tatis has made his big-league debut, there has already been chatter that he possibly 
could be moved at some point to third base, where the Padres have a glaring hole. 

"Maybe in 12 years, I will move over to third base," he said with a laugh. "But I've been working 
on my body and focusing, and I think I'm going to stay there (at shortstop). I'll be there for a 
couple years." 
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MLB notebook: Padres 
continue pursuit of Machado 

Reuters, Staff 

The San Diego Padres have doubled down on their pursuit of free agent infielder Manny Machado. 
Padres general manager A.J. Preller flew to Miami last week to have a second meeting with 
Machado, according to the San Diego Union-Tribune. Multiple media outlets subsequently 
confirmed the report on Thursday. 

The most recent meeting included Machado's wife, the Union-Tribune reported, signaling the 
possibility that the sides were trying to work toward an agreement. There was no comment from 
Machado or the Padres regarding the latest meeting. 

Machado, a four-time All-Star, is one of the marquee players still unsigned with spring training 
camps opening. Other teams reportedly in the running for Machado include the Philadelphia 
Phillies, Chicago White Sox and New York Yankees, all of whom have met with the 26-year-old 
infielder this offseason. 

Padres representatives, including Preller, general partner Peter Seidler and manager Andy Green, 
also met with free agent outfielder Bryce Harper in Las Vegas on Jan. 31. Harper and Machado 
reportedly are seeking in the neighborhood of $30 million a year. 

--Houston general manager Jeff Luhnow confirmed that the Astros were tantalizingly close to 
landing Harper at the July 2018 trade deadline. 

"There was an agreement in principle in place and it didn't get over the finish line for whatever 
reason, out of our control. But yeah, we had interest," Luhnow told reporters at the Astros' spring 
training site in West Palm Beach, Fla. "We had worked out an agreement with players both ways." 

Harper remained with the Washington Nationals and finished the 2018 season with 34 homers, 100 
RBIs, 103 runs and a National League-leading 130 walks. 

--New York Yankees relief pitcher Danny Farquhar debuted a custom cap that includes head 
protection, nearly 10 months after suffering a brain hemorrhage during a game, ESPN's "Outside the 
Lines" reported. 

Then with the Chicago White Sox, Farquhar collapsed in the dugout between innings during his 
relief appearance last April 20. The brain hemorrhage was attributed to a ruptured aneurysm. 
Farquhar had surgery at a Chicago hospital and was sidelined the rest of the season. 

On the field, he will wear a specially designed protective padding that fits inside his cap. The gear 
weighs 6 ounces and is made by Unequal Technologies. It consists of an insert and an outer flap 
similar to a batting helmet and is designed to protect his temple and the area of the skull where he 
had the surgery. 

--Jacob deGrom's 2018 Cy Young Award will be shipped back to the manufacturer because it was 
damaged in transit, ESPN reported. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/san-diego/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/philadelphia/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/philadelphia/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/chi-white-sox/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/ny-yankees/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/washington/
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The award was sent from New York to the Mets' spring training facility in Port St. Lucie, Fla., but 
when it was unpacked, four letters in the word "OUTSTANDING" were damaged on the front of the 
plaque. On the back, a chunk of wood was missing. 

When the NL's Cy Young Award voting was revealed, deGrom had received 29 of the 30 first-place 
votes. The right-hander was just 10-9 for a disappointing Mets team last season, but his 1.70 ERA led 
the majors. 

--Los Angeles Angels right-hander Matt Harvey strained a glute muscle during agility drills and will 
be sidelined for about 10 days, manager Brad Ausmus said. 

"You can recover (in) a week and a half," Ausmus told reporters at the team's spring training facility 
in Tempe, Ariz. "It depends on how he feels when we re-evaluate him, and how he feels and how 
quickly he can get back on the mound and what he's done in the interim." 

Harvey, an All-Star with the New York Mets in 2013, signed a one-year, $11 million deal with the 
Angels in December. Harvey, who turns 30 next month, went 7-9 with a 4.94 ERA in 32 games (28 
starts) last season with the Mets and Cincinnati Reds. 

 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/9245/

	Source: GM Preller met with Machado in Miami
	Green calls SD's 3B competition 'wide open'
	Lauer, Lucchesi enter '19 as Friars' reliable arms
	Padres GM met with Manny Machado
	Former Aztec Ty France in mix at third base for Padres
	Padres among teams embracing Edgertronic, Rapsodo technology

	#PadresOnDeck: SD Claims 13 of FanGraphs’ Top 130 Prospects
	Andy’s Address, 2/14
	Bill Center, FriarWire

	Top 50 Individual Seasons
	50 Moments: Moores’ 1994 Purchase Changed Padres History
	Tatis Jr. knows his MLB debut with Padres is getting closer
	MLB notebook: Padres continue pursuit of Machado

