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‘It brings a little bit of fire to the team to 
have a guy like that’: Padres’ Tatis Jr. 
wouldn’t mind playing next to Manny 
Machado 
Dennis Lin, The Athletic 

PEORIA, Ariz. — In late September, a sidelined Fernando Tatis Jr. 
stirred faint hope within the Padres fanbase by posting a photo on his 
Instagram account. The picture did not concern the top prospect’s 
rehabilitation from thumb surgery. Instead, it showed a view from 
behind home plate at Chase Field. 

The focus: then-Los Angeles Dodgers shortstop Manny Machado, as he 
strode toward the batter’s box against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 

The captions, complete with adulatory emojis and a reference to one of 
Machado’s nicknames: 

Learning from one of the best 

Aquí el ministro de defensa @machados13 ! ps. Thanks for the tickets 

Because the photo was part of an Instagram feature known as a “story,” 
it vanished within hours. For a time, the Padres’ free-agent flirtation 
with Machado, initiated last month, felt like it could be similarly 
fleeting. 

 

Yet weeks have come and gone, pitchers and catchers have reported, 
and hopes of a franchise-altering union still look very much alive. On 
Thursday, after the first official workout of the spring, news leaked that 
Padres general manager A.J. Preller had recently flown to Miami to 
meet with Machado. 

That can be viewed as a significant step. It had been roughly a month 
since the Padres first contacted Machado’s agent, Dan Lozano, and 
discussed the parameters of an offer. But, according to sources familiar 

https://twitter.com/Ken_Rosenthal/status/1096183285150085120
https://twitter.com/Ken_Rosenthal/status/1096183285150085120
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with the situation, a formal bid would not materialize without a face-to-
face meeting. 

That access was granted came as the latest sign of the Padres’ standing: 
They are still in contention for Machado’s services. And, by all 
indications, whatever they are offering is worth considering. 

Team officials believe that Machado would not only fill their need at 
third base and bring the star wattage missing since the days of Adrián 
González. They believe the 26-year-old Dominican-American also would 
mesh well inside a young, increasingly Latin clubhouse. 

Sooner than later, that clubhouse will include Tatis, a preternaturally 
gifted shortstop who teamed with his father in delivering a Dominican 
Winter League trophy to their championship-starved hometown. And 
while Tatis and Machado share a preferred position, the latter earned 
the “El Ministro de la Defensa” moniker while playing an otherworldly 
third base during the 2017 World Baseball Classic. Meantime, neither 
Tatis nor the Padres envision a short-to-third transition anytime soon. 

“Maybe in 12 years,” Tatis said earlier this week. 

“He’s probably got the athleticism to play a lot of spots on the diamond,” 
Padres manager Andy Green said, “but there’s only one we’re interested 
in having him play.” 

So, the Padres’ pitch to Machado might be something along these lines: 
For a large sum of money, you could spend the next eight or so years in 
San Diego playing alongside the best shortstop prospect in the game, 
along with a slew of other talented youngsters. 

“I would love it,” Tatis told The Athletic on Friday. “Playing next to a guy 
that big, Gold Glover, All-Star. It brings a little bit of fire to the team to 
have a guy like that.” 

Until the latter half of January, the Padres did not seriously contemplate 
the possibility. They had never spent more on one free agent than the 
$144 million they threw at Eric Hosmer last spring, and Lozano, 
according to sources, has been seeking more than double that. They had 
seen Machado’s missteps during the 2018 postseason, and they 
harbored concerns about his makeup. And, though Tatis is not yet a 
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major-leaguer, talent evaluators believe he might someday provide 
similar production, for a fraction of the cost. 

“He’s another Manny Machado to me,” said one scout who has watched 
Tatis for years. 

“I’ve heard of (the Machado comparison), but I haven’t paid that much 
attention to it,” Tatis said. “I think Manny’s a good player. He’s special. I 
think we’ve got a little bit of different game.” 

He added, laughing: “I think I run a little bit faster. That’s it.” 

But when it was clear Machado was not receiving the offers he sought, 
the Padres started doing an “ungodly” amount of background work, one 
source said. Satisfied with the potential fit, they joined the fray. To date, 
the wooing has been conducted almost entirely in private. 

No Padres player, major-league or otherwise, may be more familiar with 
Machado than Tatis.  Besides the cultural and positional connection, 
both are represented by Lozano. 

“He’s a good guy and a great person,” Tatis said of Machado. “He’s given 
me a lot of advice.” 

Yet it remains unknown if the two have discussed Machado’s potential 
fit in San Diego. Asked Friday, Tatis demonstrated media savvy belying 
his 20 years. 

“We haven’t talked about it,” Tatis said. “This is business. So, we have 
the same agent. I just told him, ‘Go to work. Get your money.’” He 
laughed again. 

That, of course, continues to be the crux of the issue. Neither Machado 
nor Bryce Harper, the other megastar still on the market, appears close 
to signing a deal. The winter’s free-agent freeze has spilled into the 
spring. Lozano and Scott Boras, Harper’s agent, appear to still be 
holding out for $300 million or more. A dearth of such offers is how a 
small-market franchise like the Padres became involved with both 
players. They seem to prefer Machado, who is transcendent at their 
position of greatest need, but no one seems to know the real truth 
behind these flirtations. 

https://theathletic.com/772348/2019/01/17/this-kid-is-getting-ready-to-open-some-eyes-fernando-tatis-jr-s-growth-continues-to-surprise-and-impress-those-around-him-including-his-own-father/
https://theathletic.com/819508/2019/02/15/theres-no-crying-in-free-agency-what-its-really-like-to-wait-for-a-deal/
https://theathletic.com/819508/2019/02/15/theres-no-crying-in-free-agency-what-its-really-like-to-wait-for-a-deal/
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“Let’s see what happens, but Junior looks a lot like Manny, and it is 
going to be awesome if he can be close to the numbers that Manny 
Machado has,” Fernando Tatis Sr., speaking about his son, said last 
month. “Manny is a great, great player. … I hope that he goes to San 
Diego.” 

Tatis Sr. later added: “No, I don’t think it’s going to happen.” 

This was shortly before the Padres launched their pursuit. On Friday, 
two days after pitchers and catcher reported, hope still sprang, in Peoria 
and in San Diego. 
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How signing Machado would impact Padres. 
15th, 2019 

 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com 
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- If the Padres have their way, Manny Machado will be their Opening Day 
third baseman. 

That's not earth-shattering news. Twenty-nine other teams would happily pencil Machado into 
their starting lineups. The news is that the Padres are making a serious push for the star 
third baseman. 

 
It's easy to see why. Machado fills an obvious void at third base, and he'd become an anchor in 
the middle of San Diego's lineup for most of the next decade. 

With that in mind, here's a breakdown of how the star third baseman could affect the rest of the 
Padres' short-, medium- and long-term plans. 

In the short term ... 
If Machado were to report to Padres camp, the dynamic would change instantly. 

As things stand, San Diego is probably a year away from making a push at contention. Given the 
holes in the starting rotation, Machado's presence alone probably wouldn't change that. 

But it might. Suddenly, the Padres' biggest lineup deficiency -- third base -- would become their 
biggest strength. Suddenly, that third-base competition becomes a (pretty fierce) competition 
for a utility role in the infield. 

And who knows? Maybe a Machado signing would prompt a further look into the pitching staff. 
Maybe, with Machado on board, the Padres look to push their window of contention forward, 
and they trade from their immensely deep farm system for a front-line starter. 

. 10th, 2019 
In the medium term ... 
The most pressing question about a Machado acquisition is how it would affect the long-term 
infield plans, specifically for top shortstop prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. MLB Pipeline's No. 2 
overall prospect is expected to arrive within the season's first couple of months, and he's 
widely believed to be the club's shortstop of the future. 

Machado, of course, can also play short. And some have speculated that Tatis might ultimately 
move to third. But the organization is staunch in its belief that Tatis is a shortstop for the long-
haul. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/manny-machado-being-courted-by-padres/c-303972722
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019
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"He's got the athleticism to play a lot of spots on the diamond," said manager Andy Green. 
"There's only one we're interested in having him play." 

With that in mind, it's possible the Padres ask Machado to play shortstop until Tatis arrives. But 
Machado would almost certainly be a long-term third baseman in San Diego. How's this for an 
everyday lineup -- for 2019 and beyond? 

1. Luis Urias, 2B 
2. Fernando Tatis Jr., SS 
3. Eric Hosmer, 1B 
4. Manny Machado, 3B 
5. Wil Myers, LF 
6. Franmil Reyes/Hunter Renfroe, RF 
7. Manuel Margot/Franchy Cordero, CF 
8. Austin Hedges/Francisco Mejia, C 

2019 
In the long term ... 
Everyone else in that starting lineup is under team control through at least 2022. A number of 
highly ranked pitching prospects are on the horizon as well. At 26, Machado is young enough 
to fit right into the expected window for contention -- and help keep it open for a long time. 

In that regard, Machado's presence wouldn't change much about the long-term plans in San 
Diego. Everything else moves ahead as scheduled. The Padres might be lighter in the pocket by a 
few million bucks. But they still have the top farm system in baseball, and general manager A.J. 
Preller would no longer need to spend any of his time scouring for a third baseman. 

Next offseason, the focus would shift from general talent acquisition to -- gasp -- piecing 
together a playoff roster on the edges. Who are the right utility/platoon pieces? Which pitchers 
could be brought in to provide depth? Which prospects to trade in order to accomplish some of 
these goals? (Right now, many in the organization are high on youngsters like third 
baseman Hudson Potts and shortstop Xavier Edwards. But with Machado and Tatis 
anchoring the left side of the infield, maybe they become trade bait.) 

Padres fans have been waiting a long time to start asking questions about playoff contention. An 
acquisition like Machado might put the club on the brink of that goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/642336/francisco-mejia
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/668888/hudson-potts
https://www.mlb.com/player/xavier-edwards-669364
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Paddack 'on a mission' to win job in first 
camp 
 
AJ Cassavell MLB.com   
 

PEORIA, Ariz. -- It's the first big league camp for Chris Paddack. The 23-year-old right-
hander threw just 90 innings last season and didn't pitch at all in 2017 while he recovered from 
Tommy John surgery. He's made only 33 starts in the Minor Leagues -- seven of which have 
come above Class A. 

Conventional baseball wisdom says Paddack shouldn't have much of a chance at making a big 
league roster this spring. But the Padres aren't all that concerned with conventional wisdom 
when it comes to filling out their rotation. 

 
Paddack, the No. 34 overall prospect according to MLB Pipeline, is certainly a longshot. But 
he will still have every opportunity to win a roster spot in a Padres rotation race that's littered 
with question marks. 

"He's on a mission," said Padres manager Andy Green. "He's on a mission to win with us, and 
he's on a mission to do something special." 

No one doubts Paddack's stuff. It's elite. In his 90 innings last season, he struck out 120 hitters 
and walked only eight. He notched a 2.10 ERA with a 0.82 WHIP. 

Paddack's first chance to test that stuff against big league hitters will come on Feb. 26, in 
Phoenix against the Brewers. He threw his first bullpen session in big league camp on Thursday. 

 
"I felt like I was in a game with the adrenaline and the nerves," said Paddack, who raved about 
his first chance to work with catcher Austin Hedges. 

Paddack is still looking to add a curveball to his fastball/changeup mix, which he calls his "bread 
and butter." His changeup is considered by many as the best in the Minor Leagues. That combo 
is so devastating, the Padres feel as though he can get by with, in essence, 2 1/2 pitches. 

The stuff isn't the question. The workload is. Last year, Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer moved 
quickly to the Majors, but they had a full-season's worth of experience in the Minors. Paddack, 
coming off Tommy John surgery and having been shut down early last season, is a different 
case. 

"There's going to be a definite desire to control his workload," Green said. "Those parameters 
might change based on how he feels. … We know where we'd like him to end up, and that will 
factor into everything we do with him throughout the course of the year. When he's pitching, 
he'll be pitching to win baseball games." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2019
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
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. 23rd, 2019 
Even if Paddack forces his way onto the Opening Day roster, he'll be closely monitored. Chances 
are, he'd be shuffled back and forth to the Minors to better control his innings. 

The Padres could think outside the box, too, using Paddack and perhaps left-hander Matt 
Strahm in something of a three-inning piggyback tandem (Paddack's pitch mix might play 
better if the Padres limit his trips through the lineup). 

Indeed, the Padres might get creative, but right now, that's of no concern to the former Marlins 
prospect who arrived in the 2016 Fernando Rodney trade. Paddack is merely soaking up his 
first big league camp. When his days end, he FaceTimes with his family, and he says they ask for 
every detail -- "How was it? Which big leaguers did you talk to today? What did you have for 
lunch?" 

They aren't any more wide-eyed than Paddack is. He's consciously trying to absorb as many big 
league resources as possible. 

"I'm a 23-year-old kid," Paddack said. "Some of these guys have pitched for 10 years in the big 
leagues. There's a lot I can learn. There's a lot I can ask." 

With a big spring, he might soon be joining them in San Diego. 

Notes from camp 
• Righty prospect Anderson Espinoza (ranked No. 12 in the Padres' organization by MLB 
Pipeline) threw his first bullpen session of the spring, as he continues his comeback from 2017 
Tommy John surgery. Espinoza has yet to face live hitters since he sustained the injury, but he 
built up to bullpen sessions last September before he was shut down for the winter. 

The Padres envision a path that's similar to the one Paddack took. Outside the organization, 
many have wondered whether Espinoza is best suited for the 'pen, but the Padres still believe 
he's a starter. They'll monitor his workload closely in 2019. 

• Friday marked the true first workout day for the Friars' pitchers and catchers after rain forced 
a cancellation of fielding drills on Thursday. Among the prominent pitchers to throw bullpen 
sessions were righties Robert Stock and Kirby Yates and lefties Strahm and Lucchesi (who 
unveiled a newfound cutter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/407845/fernando-rodney
http://m.mlb.com/player/659262/anderson-espinoza
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/476594/robert-stock
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
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Matt Strahm could add 
weight to Padres' rotation 
 
 
Kevin Acee, San Diego Union Tribune  
  

It’s not terrible, really. 

And Matt Strahm assures, “You have a one-in-250,000 chance to get salmonella.” 

The mixture of six raw eggs and orange juice, thoroughly shaken in a blender bottle, is 
not nearly as difficult to get through as the six fried eggs and two slices of melted 
cheese that follow. 

“You did good,” Strahm encourages his breakfast companion. “You got three, maybe 
two-and-three-quarters.” 

Then, taking the plate and a fork, he says, “I’ll finish these.” 

He also shares a few bites of the lunch his wife, Megan, prepared. A mere 11 ounces of 
seasoned ground beef with steamed green beans and guacamole on the side. 

These are the ingredients involved in a man becoming one of the hot topics around 
the Peoria Sports Complex in the first week of spring training. 

It generally goes something like this: a teammate or coach saying, with raised 
eyebrows, “Have you seen Strahm?” 

Indeed, sitting in the cafeteria of the Padres’ spring training complex, Strahm looks 
happy, healthy and ready to muscle beyond a promising 2018 season in which he 
posted a 2.05 ERA and 0.98 WHIP in a career-high 61 1/3 innings while 
simultaneously rehabbing his surgically repaired left knee. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Since last we saw the 6-foot-3 left-hander in September, he is up nearly 20 pounds. 
He arrived at his current 202 by doing pretty much just two things a lot — working 
out and eating. 

Every day from October through about Christmas, Strahm consumed 18 eggs before 
noon — two six-egg shakes around the plate of six eggs and his two workouts — then 
the beef dish for a late lunch and some sort of red meat for dinner. 

“I wouldn’t advise this,” he said. “It’s probably not healthy how much eggs and red 
meat I’m eating. But I’ve been trying to gain weight ever since I got into pro ball. That 
was 2012. I’ve never found a way to have the weight stick on me.” 

There were times this winter, he said, when lunch would take him more than an hour 
to finish. 

“I have to get to 200 pounds, I have to get to 200 pounds,” he would repeat in his 
head as he forced down another forkful. 

He’s not eating quite as much now that spring training has started. It’s simply too 
difficult to be that active while ingesting enough food to approach almost twice the 
recommended daily protein intake for an adult male athlete. 

“I don’t feel like I gained weight, which is good,” said Strahm, who plans to add 
another three or four pounds by opening day. “I don’t want to walk around feeling it 
in my knees and hips.” 

He feels so good, it’s almost like we haven’t really even seen Strahm, whom the 
Padres acquired in a July 2017 trade with the Royals while he was still hobbling 
around on crutches. The deal came a little more than a month after he tore his 
patellar tendon lunging for a ground ball. 

“I mean, I had a pretty decent year last year,” Strahm said. “So it’s hard to sit here and 
say I’m going to be extremely better now that I have two legs under me. I don’t want 
to say that, but I feel that. I feel like I am finally myself, and I wasn’t myself last year. 
I was out there literally trying to get outs any way I could.” 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
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Limited not only in how much the Padres allowed him to pitch but in how much he 
was allowed to condition with the rest of the relievers, Strahm spent the first half of 
the season just trying to get his knee to the point it didn’t hurt. By the time that 
happened, his shoulder was feeling the fatigue of what was for him an uncommonly 
heavy workload. 

Strahm, 27, was drafted and began his professional career in 2012. But he had pitched 
a total of just 306 professional innings entering last season. 

He missed the 2013 season and half of ’14 due to Tommy John surgery. He pitched 94 
innings in Single-A in 2015 and 122 1/3 innings between Double-A and the majors in 
’16. He was 24 appearances (34 2/3 innings) into the ’17 season when he hurt his 
knee. 

It could be argued 2018 was essentially the beginning of his career. And ‘19 could be 
another beginning. 

Strahm is sort of a poster for the Padres’ unproven pitching staff — seen as a 
potentially effective starter but with attractive traits (and a more proven track record) 
as a valuable bullpen piece. 

He was the starter in five of the six planned “bullpen” games last season, going 
between two and 3 1/3 innings before giving way to a procession of relievers. In those 
games, highlighted by three perfect innings June 12 at St. Louis, Strahm allowed just 
seven hits and two runs while striking out 18 in 13 1/3 innings. 

He is the rare pitcher who seems genuinely open to and comfortable with filling either 
role, though he clearly is ready for the challenge of starting. He has refined his slider 
and plans to use the pitch more, adding it to a lively fastball, curve and change-up. 

The Padres’ plan is to stretch Strahm out in the spring with the hope he earns a 
starting spot, though even the best-case scenario would come with some sort of 
workload limitations as the season progressed. 

Being a starter would provide some other new challenges as well. 
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While averaging 10.1 strikeouts per nine innings and walking just 13 of the final 209 
batters he faced, Strahm never faced the same batter three times in a game and faced 
just 14 batters two times in a game last season. 

In the four games he started and went more than two innings, there was an average 
velocity drop of 2 mph (94.2 to 92.2) between his first and third inning. A starter 
wanting to be effective for six or seven innings every time out should see no 
appreciable velocity difference between his first and third inning. 

“My strength and stamina wasn’t there,” Strahm said. “It’s really going to help this 
spring.” 

That’s what this offseason — and all those eggs — was about. 
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Padres sort of looking to add starting 

pitcher 
 
Kevin Acee, San Diego Union Tribune 
  

The Padres continue to look for veteran starting pitching. 

Sort of like every team in the majors, but also not like that. 

“We like the group that is in camp,” General Manager A.J. Preller said. “It’s obviously 
a very young group. By design, we want to give opportunity to the group that is here.” 

Preller acknowledged the Padres will continue to have discussions regarding free 
agents and also explore trade targets. 

“That’s an area we have to improve,” he said. “Hopefully we do it internally; maybe it 
will have to be somebody from outside the organization.” 

Much like last season, when they explored the possibility of adding Jake Arrieta, only 
at a price much lower than the three-year, $75 million contract he ended up signing 
with the Phillies, the Padres don’t figure to be adding a big name like Dallas Keuchel. 
At least not at a steep price. 

But even at a lower price, paramount in the criteria for adding a pitcher is finding one 
that is clearly better than what they believe their current crop of starting pitchers can 
be. With all the young pitchers they want to see work in the majors sooner than later, 
the Padres didn’t sign a veteran fill-in like Chris Young or Tyson Ross this offseason 
and do not figure to do so in the next month. 

Said Preller: “We (don’t) want get in the way of some of the guys we think will be real 
pieces.” 

There is a good chance the team goes with what it has, which likely means Joey 
Lucchesi starting the March 28 opener against the Giants, Eric Lauer scheduled for 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jake-arrieta-PESPT000009873-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
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some time in that first series and then any number of possibilities that include Matt 
Strahm, Bryan Mitchell and prospects Logan Allen, Chris Paddack and Cal Quantrill. 

The Padres, due to their lack of proven starters and bevy of versatile relievers, are also 
exploring the possibility of regularly using multiple pitchers to get through games. 

“We’re definitely going to leave wide open the possibility we’ll do some things that are 
labeled unconventional,” manager Andy Green said. “We’ll look at a lot of different 
ways to put a pitching staff together. We have depth in numbers. We don’t have clear 
separators right now — guys who have shown, ‘This my job and nobody can take it.’ 
But we have a lot of numbers, and in those numbers there might be some intelligent 
ways to utilize the staff.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-pitching-staff-creative-starters-0212-story.html
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Padres notes: Espinoza 
throws; Tatis staying put 

 
Kevin Acee, San Diego Union Tribune 
  

Catcher Austin Allen greeted Anderson Espinoza with an embrace after the right-
hander finished a Friday morning bullpen session. 

“Dang, son!” Allen exclaimed. 

With General Manager A.J. Preller, pitching coach Darren Balsley and several others 
watching, the Padres’ former No. 1 prospect threw about 30 pitches off a mound. 

It was Anderson’s next important step in his comeback from the July 2017 Tommy 
John procedure that kept him out last season. He also threw a bullpen session 
Wednesday. 

“Lots of life to it,” Allen said Friday. “… Effortless, too.” 

Espinoza, who turns 21 in three weeks, has not pitched in a game since 2016. 

He is still ranked by MLB.com as the Padres’ ninth-ranked pitching prospect and the 
team’s 12th overall prospect. When the Padres acquired him from the Red 
Sox for Drew Pomeranz in 2016, Baseball America had Espinoza as the 19th-ranked 
prospect in the minors. 

Espinoza, who was throwing in the mid- to high-90s and had hit 100 mph on 
occasion before his elbow injury, is in major league camp and is expected to make his 
first game appearance early next month. He has never pitched above low Single-A, so 
he is likely headed for Single-A Lake Elsinore, where he was supposed to pitch in 
2017, to start the ‘19 season. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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No hot corner for Tatis 
Provided they do not sign Manny Machado (or another veteran) in the coming weeks, 
the Padres could work up to seven different players at third base this spring. That 
includes Ian Kinsler, who has heretofore played just two of his 15,291 career defensive 
innings there (and the rest at second). 

One player they won’t consider for their gaping infield vacancy is top prospect 
Fernando Tatis Jr. 

“We look at him as a shortstop right now,” manager Andy Green said. “That’s where 
we’ll have him all camp. Don’t have any anticipation of anything other than that. We 
think he’s good there. He’s a shortstop. … It’s a premium position, and you have 
somebody you feel very confident can play it. So there is no anticipation of anything 
other than shortstop in his future.” 

There has long been an assessment that Tatis, who is 6-foot-3 and 190 pounds at 20 
years old and will almost assuredly fill out more in the coming years, is destined to 
play third base at some point. 

“Maybe in 12 years, I move to third base,” Tatis said this week. 
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Ex-Padres manager Bud 
Black earns reputation as 
baseball's 'great 
communicator' 
 
Bryce Miller, San Diego Union Tribune 
  

To the uninformed ear, the rambling dialogue sounds like script brainstorming for a 
show that blends the movie “Major League” and TV staple “Seinfeld.” 

The scene: Two men settle into chairs at a table in a fancy restaurant. They listen to 
the waiter rattle off the specials. One man orders. 

 “We’ve got this inside joke about the seafood tower and what’s ‘big-league’ and ‘not 
big-league,’ ” said Colorado Rockies General Manager Jeff Bridich, walking through 
just one of many odd-ball conversations with manager Bud Black. “You know, you go 
to a nice steakhouse and get the seafood tower and it’s way overrated.” 

Scene develops: The other man becomes animated about his friend’s choice. 

“It’s like, ‘We’re not getting a (expletive) seafood tower!’ ” said Black, playing the role 
as if the academy might be watching. “ ‘It’s like 8,000 little shrimp. It’s all ice and 
smoke.’ ” 

There’s no such deception with Black, who indisputably is big-league. Beginning his 
third spring training in his current job, the 61-year-old who lives in Rancho Santa Fe 
is the first manager in the history of the Rockies to guide the club to the playoffs in 
back-to-back seasons. For a franchise lacking deep historical roots, bedeviled by 
altitude and how it reshapes the game, the consistently competitive chase of 
the Dodgers in the NL West has sparked rare optimism. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
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The NL Manager of the Year in 2010 with the Padres, Black picked up the third-most 
votes for the same honor in 2018. Biographies label Black, simply and without telling 
context, an MLB manager. In truth, his differentiating skill comes as one of the most 
polished relationship builders in baseball. 

No, there’s not the flash of the Cubs’ Joe Maddon. There’s not the video-board pranks 
and shirtless workout of the Indians’ Terry Francona. Black’s more subtle. More 
wink-wink. And in sum, more unique. 

The man who wired $20,000 from spring training in Florida at his wife’s request in 
1997 to snap up their current home, sight unseen, nurtures those delicate and critical 
ties between people navigating a multi-billion-dollar game. He knows when to push. 
He knows when to plant a reassuring palm on someone’s back. He knows when to 
bust the ice by complaining about … seafood towers. 

“When I think about Buddy, he’s one of the most natural communicators I’ve ever 
been around in my life,” said longtime friend Mark Shapiro, president of the Toronto 
Blue Jays. “He’s able to transcend culture, age, background, perspectives and connect 
with almost every single person I’ve ever met. 

“You can call it charisma or whatever you want to call it, but to me it’s just a natural 
and authentic ability.” 

How quickly can Black earn trust? Former teammate Charles Nagy, a three-time All-
Star arm with the Indians, remembers walking into the Cleveland clubhouse for the 
first time after a call-up in 1990. 

Black, a fellow pitcher, approached. 

“He welcomed me,” said Nagy, who lives in Solana Beach. “Big handshake. It was the 
first time I’d met all those guys, because they didn’t have spring training that year — 
it was a lockout year. (When the season initially started) I was already gone, playing 
minor-league ball.” 

One day, Black told Nagy that he had selected the rookie’s number … 41. Black, traded 
to the Blue Jays before landing with the Giants, never explained the reason. Nagy 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-manager-of-the-year-award-EVSPR000090-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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pondered what Zen thinking led his new mentor to the designator that ended up on 
his back for a pair of World Series runs. 

The mystery persisted. 

“It took me about five years to track him down and ask him why,” Nagy said. “At the 
time, I thought it must have been special or a little bit meaningful. I found later it was 
like, it’s either that or 76 and 41 looks better.” 

These days, Black claims it was a tribute to Hall of Fame pitcher Tom Seaver. Foggy 
memories? Revisionist history? That’s unclear. What’s crystal: Black finds a way to 
wade past the barriers, machete through the hang-ups and wave away the doubts to 
earn your ear. 

“When you get a young kid out there on the mound and his heart’s beating like a 
rabbit, his mind’s going 1,000 places a minute, Buddy has a way of settling that 
person down,” Nagy said. “It’s just, ‘Hey, we need a nice little fastball down and away 
right here.’ Next thing you know it’s, ‘I can do that.’ It puts you at ease. 

“He can talk to anybody and make them feel comfortable.” 

Black attempted to explain. 

“The ability to play with others in the sand box or the board room, it’s critical,” he 
said. 

Do you play well with others? 

“I would like to think that I do,” Black said. “If you don’t, you’re in trouble in 
baseball.” 

S.D. roots tap happiness, hurt 
Just before 11 a.m. on June 15, 2015, Black entered the clubhouse at Petco Park. He 
slipped into uniform and dove into his normal pre-game routine. Then he walked to 
the office of General Manager A.J. Preller, who wanted to talk. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
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Black expected the chit-chat to center around the team, which slid a game below .500 
after a deflating 12th-inning loss to the Dodgers a day earlier. An over-the-shoulder, 
wall-crashing catch by Joc Pederson on Justin Upton’s potential game winner in the 
bottom of the ninth was all that prevented the Padres from sitting on the plus side of 
the intriguing season’s win-loss ledger. 

There was plenty to hash out, given the avalanche of new faces and complex 
personalities Preller had tasked Black to mold: There was Upton, Matt Kemp, James 
Shields, Derek Norris and Wil Myers — a failed spending spree that caused many to 
briefly label Preller the “Rock Star GM.” 

“I just thought we were going to talk about our team,” Black recalled. “I was in 
uniform for that day’s game. A.J. said, ‘We’re going to make a change.’ ” 

So much swirled. What was the first question Black asked? 

“I didn’t ask any,” he said. 

Black understood that decisions like those are far past the point of debate by the time 
they reach your ears. He returned to the clubhouse, peeled off the uniform he’d just 
put on, thanked a couple of clubhouse attendants who had arrived early and drove 
home. He didn’t watch the game. 

Without hint or notice, a big-league manager found himself awkwardly adrift in the 
middle of the season. 

“A good friend got ahold of me. He said, ‘Do you want to go fishing in Alaska?’ ” Black 
said. “That’s something I never could do during the season. I thought about it and 
said, ‘Hell yes. Let’s go.’ So I went to Alaska for 10 days.” 

Bending rods on remote lakes just north of the Alaskan Peninsula allowed Black a 
chance to decompress and process. Being blindsided in San Diego, however, delivered 
a special type of hurt. 
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Since the moment a determined kid from small-town Washington slipped a note 
under the door of former San Diego State baseball coach Jim Dietz to ask for a leap-
of-faith chance to pitch, the city had become home. 

“One day this will all be over, but I’ll still live in San Diego,” Black said as spring 
training closed last year. “It hurt me when the Chargers left. I still want the Clippers 
back. I want the Aztecs to win every night in any sport. I want USD to do well. I follow 
the Holy Bowl, Cathedral versus Saints. 

“All that stuff. I’m in.” 

Black’s unexpected pivot to an uncertain future confused many. 

“He handled the situation with as much class as anyone could have handled it,” 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts, a former Padres coach who ran the club the day 
Black was released, told the Union-Tribune. “In my opinion, he should still be the 
manager of the San Diego Padres. 

“He’s in a different environment (with the Rockies). He’s in an organization trending 
upward and he’s a big part of it. He does it with integrity, makes players better, all 
that stuff.” 

A different San Diego memory causes a smile to creep across Black’s face. 

When the former Aztecs pitcher attended the 1986 Holiday Bowl — just a year after 
collecting a World Series ring with the Royals — San Diego State’s 39-38 loss to Iowa 
see-sawed late. One play jolted Black out of his seat at Jack Murphy Stadium. 

“Something good happened for the Aztecs and I went like this (arms rocketing 
skyward in celebration),” he said. “And my ring comes off my finger. I was like, ‘YES!’ 
and bam, there goes the ring. It went backwards. I’d had a few beers, but that woke 
me up. I was like, ‘Oh (expletive), where’d it go?’ I had to go row by row until I found 
somebody who had it. 

“I was panicked.” 

The great communicator, at a rare loss for words. 
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Unforgettable pitches 
Asked to pinpoint the best pitch of his life, Black considered everything from Little 
League to the World Series. Somewhere among those 2,053-plus Major League 
innings, the 1,039 strikeouts, the 398 games, the 15 years, must rest the perfect 
combination of plan and big-moment execution. 

Then he revealed that the pitch doesn’t live there. As he explained, Black revealed 
even more about himself. 

“It was 1982. Spring training. Fort Myers, Fla.,” said Black, launching into the story. 
“I just got traded from Seattle to Kansas City. The previous winter I was in winter ball 
and the Mariners traded for Manny Castillo, a third baseman in Omaha who was 
behind George (Brett). He led the American Association in hitting for a couple years. 
He was a good little player. The Mariners acquired him for a player to be named 
later.” 

When spring training arrived, the trade’s loose end lingered. 

“Well, I was the player to be named later,” Black said. “So in the middle of spring 
training, I went from Tempe to Fort Myers. That very first game, we’re playing 
the Red Sox. First inning, two outs, nobody on. I’m facing (Hall of Famer) Jim Rice. 

“The count got to 3-2. The catcher called for an inside fastball. There I am, my first 
game as a Royal. I’d been there two days. I threw a fastball right on the inside corner, 
right at his belt and he swung through it.” 

First inning of a spring training game? The best pitch of his life? 

Why? 

“I came off the mound and (late manager) Dick Howser, the pitching coach, the 
players, they were all patting me on the back,” Black said. “That was the first time 
they’d seen me. It was like, ‘Who’s this left-handed pitcher from Seattle?’ I’ll always 
remember that fastball as a first impression.” 

Plenty of real-game drama awaited. 

https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
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Black started for the Royals in the infamous “Pine Tar Game” on July 24, 1983, 
against the Yankees. In a matchup of future Hall of Famers, Brett hammered a two-
out, two-run homer off reliever Goose Gossage in the top of the ninth inning at 
Yankee Stadium. 

By the time Brett returned to the dugout, Yankees manager Billy Martin was 
boisterously lobbying umpires to rule the bat had more than the permissible amount 
of pine tar on it. When umpires agreed after a long delay, Brett was called out and the 
game, momentarily, was considered over. 

The Royals protested to American League President Lee MacPhail, who decided the 
home run would count and the game would be picked up another day. 

“George didn’t even go because he was thrown out of the game,” Black said. “We 
played four outs at Yankee Stadium in the presence of basically no one, which was 
truly bizarre. A lot of the guys didn’t get off the plane. They just waited for us at the 
airport. They were just hammered. Just absolutely boxed. It was their day off.” 

On Sept. 17, 1984, at Anaheim Stadium, Black found himself entrenched in another 
historic moment. He mowed through the Angels at Anaheim Stadium, allowing just 
three hits through eight innings of a 10-1 win. 

That sole earned run belonged to Reggie Jackson, who launched the 500th home run 
of his career. 

“It’s still clear in my mind,” Black said. “There was a lot of fanfare for Reggie. He’d 
been on 499 for a while. It was a 3-1 fastball. Eighth inning. Middle-in. Belt-high. 
Crushed it. 

“What was cool to me, a little bit, was when he rounded third base. He looked at me 
and tipped his hat. I sort of tipped my hat back, knowing we would be forever linked 
to that moment.” 
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‘Never big-timed anybody’ 
None of it — Reggie’s trot, Brett’s bat, the World Series — seemed to change Black. He 
remained grounded, seemingly always. 

When former Aztecs baseball teammate Jeff Doyle operated a vending-machine 
business, he would receive calls from Black. He was a big-leaguer, filling time during 
the offseason. 

The thought of bouncing from stop to stop, replacing machines and emptying coin 
boxes, was unlikely to appeal to anyone – let alone a well-paid professional athlete. 
The pair bounced from Chula Vista to Torrey Pines High School, filling orders. 

“I remember when I was in the corporate world with Pepsi and would do a big deal 
for the Holiday Bowl,” Doyle said. “I’d turn around and he was a few stalls over 
playing drinking games with my dad, keeping him occupied. I’m entertaining guests 
and this major leaguer is hanging out with my dad. 

“He’s never freakin’ changed. You wait for it, but it never happens. He’s so down to 
earth.” 

Shapiro, the Blue Jays executive, remembers dragging Black to Kinston, N.C., to 
check out the organization’s minor-league club. The laser-focused front-office guy 
always stayed at the closest hotel to minimize travel and maximize efficiency. 

Black suggested the pair stay 40 minutes away, along the coast. 

“He was like, ‘Man, I’ve never put my feet in the Atlantic Ocean. Let’s stay closer to 
the beach,’ ” Shapiro said. “I was a 30-year-old major league executive locked in, 
working 80 hours a week. I was on a mission. But Blackie has us 40 minutes away so 
he can dip his toes in the ocean for five seconds. 

“We still laugh about it today, but it was just a reminder that there’s more to life.” 

Black, ever the relationship-building conversationalist, had a plan. 

“It gave us time to talk, which is important,” he said. “Today, everybody texts and all 
that (expletive). I think you’ve got to talk.” 
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When the organization’s club in Buffalo won a championship, Shapiro phoned Black. 
The man who had played big-league ball for a decade and a half and won a World 
Series was hollering on the other end – as a minor-league pitching coach. 

The enthusiasm puzzled Shapiro. 

“He said, ‘Mark, it’s a championship. Whether it’s Little League, the minor leagues or 
the World Series, they needed to be celebrated,’ ” Shapiro said. “He said, ‘You don’t 
know when you’ll get another one.’ Again, that’s another lesson for me. 

“Listen, it was pretty clear that Blackie wasn’t going to settle into a life of playing 18 
holes of golf five days a week and having a couple drinks at the country club, talking 
about his career. Being a competitor transcends his playing career.” 

Boyhood friend Kirc Roland, now the athletic director at Lower Columbia College in 
Longview, Wash., said Black’s special mix of traits revealed themselves early. 

“You’d be walking down the hallway and a special ed kid would come up or whatever, 
and Bud would know him by first name,” Roland said. “You’d say, ‘How do you know 
him?’ He’d say, ‘He’s great. I had him in a class.’ Buddy always was a skilled athlete, 
but he never had a sense he was special or better than anybody. He’s never 
judgmental. 

“Buddy’s never big-timed everybody.” 

That personality plays — at any altitude. 

Just forget the seafood tower. It’s all ice and (expletive) smoke. 

== 

Chance meeting, half-century in the making 
When Bud Black heard the words from a total stranger at Anaheim Stadium, it 
stopped him in his tracks. 
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The pitching coach for the Angels was getting his starter ready for a game with less 
than a half hour before first pitch. An older man had descended the stadium stairs, 
trying to get his attention. 

“I heard him yelling my name,” Black said in the office of his San Diego County home. 
“I go over to the railing and he introduces himself. He says, ‘I used to watch your dad 
play hockey for the L.A. Monarchs.’ 

“I said, ‘No way. Tell me about it.’ ” 

Black’s father, Harry, was a hockey player in his native Canada. When he turned 17, 
he had to choose between the traditional route of playing junior hockey or accepting a 
unique invitation to join the blossoming team being put together at USC. 

“Fast forward, my dad graduated from ’SC and played seven years in the (Pacific 
Coast) Hockey League with the L.A. Monarchs and Hollywood Wolves at the old Pan-
Pacific (Auditorium) in L.A. 

“So now, this guy tells me, ‘I remember one game, I was about 9 years old. The game 
was over. The players were coming off the ice and your dad threw me his stick.’ He 
said, ‘I still have it. I just wondered if you want it.’ ” 

Black stood stunned. 

When the man later brought the stick to the game, the aged Northland had his 
father’s name and date on it: 3/15/1947. 

In an office housing a weathered “40” from the manual scoreboard at Fenway Park 
that matches Black’s playing number, a prized picture hugging late Padres announcer 
Jerry Coleman and baseballs signed by Sandy Koufax and Bobby Thomson, one 
treasure stands above all others. 

“The guy kept it for more than 50 years,” Black said. “How awesome is that?” 

• Bryce Miller 

== 
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Did You Know? 
Bud Black, 61, is the manager of the Colorado Rockies, the former manager of the 
Padres and 2010 NL Manager of the Year. 

Movie moment and mystery: Black briefly appeared in the movie “Rookie of the 
Year,” in an aerial shot as he warmed up on the field before a Cubs-Giants game at 
Wrigley Field. 

The entertainment industry website IMDB.com, however, credits him as playing a 
banjo player in a movie called “Bollywood and Vine” in 2004. The bio correctly lists 
his birthday and his marriage to wife Nan, while also accurately mentioning the 
couple’s two children. 

“What?????? Never heard of that,” Black texted recently. “For the record ….. not 
musically gifted!! I’m sure it killed it. Wasn’t it up for best picture??” 

Surf story: When Black arrived in San Diego to play baseball for the Aztecs, he tried 
to surf. The adventurous experiment was short-lived. 

“I had an apartment on 55th,” he said. “My buddy and I were like, let’s go surfing. 
We’re in Cali. Let’s do it. So we went to (Ocean Beach) and rented a couple of 
surfboards. We had no idea what we were doing. 

“For the first hour, we couldn’t get past the break. We were done. One try. I’ve never 
been on a surfboard since.” 

Musical shift: Black has developed a friendship with country music star Chris 
Stapleton and his band. The link has grown to the point where Black invited Stapleton 
into a hitter’s meeting before a Cardinals series and the professed classic rock fan 
later attended the Country Music Awards. 

“I threw batting practice to the band last summer,” Black said. “Stapleton got in there 
for a couple hacks. The bass player had a good swing.” 
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Distracting driver: When told that friend and NL West rival Dave Roberts, 
manager of the Dodgers, questioned Black’s driving skills — he made no effort to 
argue his case. 

“He’s not alone,” Black said. “My wife and daughters will tell you there’s not a day 
that goes by that I’m not honked at. At spring training over the years in Arizona, I 
would get a bigger SUV so all the coaches could ride together and talk. After a couple 
of years in San Diego, one of the coaches said, ‘Hey, you’re out. You’re not driving.’ 

“So I haven’t drove in 11 years. (White Sox manager) Rick Renteria drove, Doc 
(Roberts) drove, now (Rockies bench coach) Mike Redmond drives.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 30 

Surgery behind him, Paddack seeks spot in 
Padres’ rotation 
 
Associated Press, Staff 
 
PEORIA, Ariz. (AP) — Two seasons after Tommy John surgery interrupted his minor 
league career, Chris Paddack hopes he’s on the cusp of winning a job in the San 
Diego Padres‘ rotation. 

The 23-year-old seems to have as good a chance as anyone to win one of the final 
three spots with the rebuilding Padres, based on his drive and his impressive 
performance last season after returning from reconstructive elbow surgery. 

“I’d be lying if I didn’t say my goal is to make the starting rotation,” said Paddack, 
who is ranked No. 5 among the organization’s deep list of prospects. “Being a right-
hander in this organization, it’s wide open. I want to do everything I can mentally and 
physically to earn my spot. At the end of the day, your teammates and coaches are 
going to remember who you are as a person. I feel like that beats any reward, goal or 
accomplishment out there. That’s something that doesn’t collect dust.” 

  
Paddack, who is on the 40-man roster, is in his first camp with the big league club. 

“He’s an incredibly focused and driven guy,” manager Andy Green said. “He’s on a 
mission to win with us and to do?something special.?Those are 
outstanding?characteristics to have. I think everybody is really optimistic about his 
future.” 

An eight-round pick of the Miami Marlins in 2015, he was traded to San Diego in 
June 2016 for Fernando Rodney. He tore his ulnar collateral ligament and had 
surgery in August of that season. 

While spending the 2017 season rehabbing from Tommy John surgery, Paddack 
connected with Padres left-hander Robbie Erlin, who also had undergone the surgery. 
Paddack said Erlin gave him confidence and encouragement. 

“With being a young athlete, it was mentally hard for me,” Paddack said. “Being away 
from family and all these negative thoughts. Robbie had the surgery a little bit before 
me. We used 2017 to get to know one another — watching his work ethic and 
watching a guy who’s competed at the highest level going through the same injury and 
recovery as me.” 

Erlin, who had 12 starts among his 39 appearances last season, also is in the mix for a 
job in the rotation. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-paddack-2-player-stats
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Paddack bounced back in 2018 by going a combined 7-3 with a 2.10 ERA and 120 
strikeouts at Class A Lake Elsinore and Double-A San Antonio. 

Nonetheless, Paddack says he “beat himself up” because of the inconstancies with his 
curveball. That’s what he wants to work on this spring as he competes with several 
others for a spot in the rotation headed by left-handers Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer, 
both of whom made their big league debuts last season. 

“It’s not where I want it to be and I still have a ton of work to do. But I’m really 
excited to work with these older guys who have curveballs,” Paddack said. “Just 
picking their brain, asking questions, seeing what I need to work on and do some 
drills that they use or have used in the past. Just not overthinking it and taking it day 
by day. It will come with time. 

“This game is about learning something new every day, taking as much information 
as you can and I’m really excited to develop that third pitch. From the end of the 
season to now, it’s made a huge jump. Different drills and exercising this offseason, 
talking to veterans and watching pitchers on YouTube helped me visualize what I 
want my curveball to look like with the shape and spin.” 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joey-lucchesi-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
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