
Cincinnati Reds 

Press Clippings 

February 19, 2018 
 

THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1919-The Reds trade Hal Chase to the Giants for Bill Rariden. Chase spent three years with the Reds, amassing a .306 

batting average while collecting 69 doubles and 206 RBI 
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Votto reports, issues 'winning' challenge to Reds 

First baseman eager for Cincinnati to return to contention 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 18th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- By his own accounting, Joey Votto purposely tried not to do too much with his offseason. The Reds first 

baseman embraced his down time. 

 

"I tried to get fatter," Votto joked after completing his physical Sunday, when position players reported. "I succeeded at that 

apparently. We did all the testing, and I am fatter. I just wanted to take as much time away as I could and relax and really unwind. I 

felt like I needed it. Hopefully it pays off." 

 

Votto finished in second place for the National League Most Valuable Player Award in 2017 -- a mere two points shy of winner 

Giancarlo Stanton. The 34-year-old Votto had arguably the best year of his 10-year career after he batted .320/.454/.578 with 36 

home runs, 100 RBIs and 106 runs scored. 

 

But Votto was not using his idle time to bask in his own achievements -- especially since Cincinnati finished 68-94 for the second 

consecutive year. The club hasn't reached the postseason since 2013, and it is a long way from the days of being NL Central 

champions in 2010 and '12. He would like to get better as a player, but Votto noted he wants his team to get better, too. 

 

"It's tough because even had I won that award, it still would have felt awkward because we had such a down year last year," Votto 

said. "For me, I always want to do my job and play as well as I can. But ultimately, it's much better going home at the end of a work 

day knowing that you contributed to winning baseball. It's much better finishing a season knowing you're a part of winning baseball. 

That's been on my mind. 

 

"I think we're starting to get to the point where people are starting to get tired of this stretch of ball. I think something needs to start 

changing and start going in a different direction. I'm going to do my part to help make that change." 

 

Votto could not say whether the team currently assembled in the Spring Training clubhouse was one that could bring that change. 

 

"Guys need to get better. Guys need to grow. Guys need to just come out of nowhere," Votto said. "We need lots of help, all the way 

around. Hopefully that happens sooner than later. I think there's potentially a light at the end of the tunnel. I hope it happens. More 

importantly, I hope it happens where it's sustainable, where we get guys that stay put for a long time, become marquee names in the 

city and hopefully in the game in general. The only chance that happens is if there are guys that can really, really play." 

 

From 2010-13, when Votto helped the Reds reach the playoffs in three out of four years, he recognized there were the expectations 

from within -- and the outside -- that the team would be a contender and win. 

 

This year, teams like the Astros, Cubs and Nationals are the ones that carry that aura. 

 

"That's a frustrating thing when you move out of the window," Votto said. "I'll just speak about us. We kind of moved out of it in 

'14-ish, and the writing was on the wall. Hopefully we start it back up again in the not-too-distant future." 

 



Cincinnati made no significant moves to add players in the offseason; the two big league contract signings were relievers David 

Hernandez and Jared Hughes. The club is instead counting on its young starting pitchers to grow and improve and veterans like 

Homer Bailey and Anthony DeSclafani to stay healthy and be successful. 

 

Votto endorsed not splurging on the free-agent market. 

 

"I think they made the right moves," he said. "At some point they'll sign somebody very similar to the way the Brewers did it with 

Lorenzo Cain or made a five-year offer for [Yu] Darvish. I think those were both wise attempts and signings. I think, at some point, 

we'll do something similar to that." 

 

 

Reds' SS situation helped draw Pennington 

Veteran hopeful to make club, mentor young starter Peraza 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 18th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- When free-agent infielder Cliff Pennington sized up his options for signing for 2018, the Reds emerged as 

his top choice. The club needed a backup shortstop for Jose Peraza, and none of the other players currently in camp were natural 

shortstops like Pennington. 

 

"Obviously, when you're comparing teams and stuff like that, that's part of the equation," Pennington said Sunday after reporting to 

camp and taking his physical. "That was definitely a plus for our side, along with other things." 

 

Pennington, 33, is a veteran of 10 Major League seasons with the A's, D-backs, Blue Jays and Angels. He's logged 604 games at 

shortstop in the big leagues, double the number of games he's played at other positions combined. 

 

Cincinnati signed Pennington to a Minor League deal on Thursday and invited him to big league camp. He would earn $1.5 million 

this season if he makes the team. 

 

Chances are -- barring injury or debacle -- that Pennington will earn a spot on the bench. Peraza is still considered a developing 

shortstop, and the club will need Pennington's experience. 

 

"It was just kind of breaking it down a little bit and seeing what the role could be. It seemed like a good place to go," said 

Pennington, who also plays second base and third base. "It's a good team with an opportunity to make it and help out, help build a 

winning culture and do some good things." 

 

Pennington batted .253/.306/.330 with three home runs and 21 RBIs in 87 games last season for the Angels. In his last two seasons 

there, he logged only 35 games at shortstop, but for good reason. Anaheim has Andrelton Simmons at shortstop. 

 

"You had the best in the world at short. That guy is very special," Pennington said of Simmons. "I didn't play as much short just 

because of that with him. Shortstop is still home, so it will be all right." 

 

No Opening Day starting pitcher, yet 

For those awaiting word for who the Reds' Opening Day starter will be on March 29 vs. the Nationals, be patient. Reds manager 

Bryan Price isn't ready to name one yet. 

 

"I don't need to wait until the last week to say what I think, but I have to get into the Cactus League season for a while and make 

sure these guys are healthy and sharp before we start handing out rotation spots," Price said. 

 

Price has good cause to be cautious. His expected Opening Day starter the past two years -- Anthony DeSclafani -- was injured in 

camp both years and began the seasons on the disabled list. The team has also seen its rotation battered by injuries both years. 

 

One player missing 

Sunday was the report date for position players, and the Reds will hold their first full-squad workout on Monday. Only one player 

has not reported -- Sebastian Elizalde, who was held up in Mexico with visa issues. Elizalde is expected to be in camp by 

Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds notes: Cliff Pennington happy to be a shortstop again 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 4:10 p.m. ET Feb. 18, 2018 | Updated 4:29 p.m. ET Feb. 18, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Before he signed with the Cincinnati Reds on a minor-league deal, veteran infielder Cliff Pennington got 

some frustrating feedback from another team showing interest in him. That team pointed out that last season with the Los Angeles 

Angels he didn’t play much shortstop, starting only four games. 

 

To that, Pennington offers a two-word defense: Andrelton Simmons. 

 

“I mean, (Zack) Cozart just signed there and he’s one of the better shortstops in this game, and he’s not playing short,” Pennington 

said. “Nobody plays short. You watch the Netherlands play and they’ve got Didi (Gregorius), (Jurickson) Profar and all those guys, 

and who’s the shortstop? It’s Simmons. It’s always Simmons. It never will not be Simmons.” 

 

The implication that he wasn’t a shortstop anymore irked Pennington because shortstop has been his position his entire life. And the 

chance to play shortstop is part of what led him to the Reds, who do not have anyone capable of playing it in the majors if Jose 

Peraza struggles or is injured. 

 

The 33-year-old has logged nearly 5,000 big-league innings at shortstop, checking off an important box for the Reds. He’ll make 

$1.5 million if he cracks the majors when camp ends, and it’s a good bet he’ll do so. 

 

“Obviously, when you’re comparing teams and stuff like that, that’s part of the equation,” Pennington said. “So that was definitely a 

plus for our side, along with other things.” 

 

Position players report 

 

Pennington and Joey Votto were the last two position players to make it to camp by report day Sunday, with one exception. Triple-

A outfielder Sebastian Elizalde has yet to report due to travel issues from his native Mexico, but Reds manager Bryan Price said he 

expects Elizalde to be in camp by Wednesday. 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds' Joey Votto on 2018 season: 'Something needs to start changing' 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 2:29 p.m. ET Feb. 18, 2018 | Updated 3:06 p.m. ET Feb. 18, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. - Each year, Joey Votto always makes his first appearance at camp the day position players are required to 

report. Each year, his first interview with the local press becomes a State of the Cincinnati Reds discussion. 

 

Sunday was no exception, although the 34-year-old Votto started things off with an update on his personal offseason mission of 

growth. 

 

“I tried to get fatter,” Votto said. “I succeeded at that, apparently. We did all the testing and I am fatter.” 

 

The joke out of the way – two years ago, Votto joked he practiced walking more over the winter – the topic shifted to what growth 

the Reds had or hadn’t made over the offseason. Cincinnati has lost at least 90 games each of the past three years as part of a 

designed rebuild, but the front office has expressed optimism about improvement in 2018. 

 

Votto has voiced patience with the rebuild in the past, but Sunday signaled a more urgent desire to start the clock on winning. 

 

“I think we’re starting to get to the point where people are starting to get tired of this stretch of ball,” Votto said. “I think something 

needs to start changing and start going in a different direction. I’m going to do my part to help make that change.”  

 

Barring any stunning spring training additions, that change will have to be engineered by the same players the Reds had a year ago. 

Cincinnati made a couple of small signings to bolster the bullpen, but mostly is counting upon in-house improvement and good 

health. Not that Votto is so much opposed to such a tack. 

 

While the Milwaukee Brewers surprised a year ago and then splurged this winter to add Lorenzo Cain and Christian Yelich, Votto 

said the Reds were right to play it safe. He used former Reds shortstop Zack Cozart as an example. 

 



Cozart received three years and $38 million from the Los Angeles Angels to play third base, terms that certainly were a fair price for 

Cozart's services. But such a deal still was too rich for the Reds, who didn’t feel like they were close enough to contention to be 

spending money on big-league veterans. 

 

“I think at some point we’ll do something similar to that,” Votto said. “I can’t speak for the business side of things, but everything 

they’ve ever said is, ‘We have the money and we’ll make that sort of thing happen.’” 

 

Still, Votto wants to see the type of internal improvement that validates the rebuild. He doesn’t want to be on a surprise team – “I 

don’t know if some of the teams that surprised last year, and I’m not going to name any teams, if they’re really, really confident,” he 

said – but wants to be on a team that just plain knows it will win. 

 

He sees that when he looks at the Houston Astros or the Chicago Cubs or the Washington Nationals, all teams benefiting from a few 

down years and the high draft picks that accompany them. They all made the turn toward contention. The 2018 season will be the 

test to see if the Reds can do the same. 

 

“I hope it happens where it’s sustainable, where we get guys that stay put for a long time, become marquee names in the city and 

hopefully in the game in general,” Votto said. “The only chance that happens is if there are guys that can really, really play.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds rookies savoring that new card smell 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 15 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — When Jackson Stephens walked into the clubhouse Sunday morning, he had a stack of 100 baseball cards 

waiting for him. But these were different than any he'd had before. They weren't his cards, but his cards. His rookie card from 

Topps, No. 207 in the set, right between Nick Markakis and Andrew Cashner. 

 

“I think my dad's more excited than I was,” Stephens said of his first card, noting he didn't collect as a kid, but his father did. “He's 

probably so excited to get one. I'll be sending him a good bit of them.” 

 

Tyler Mahle was another rookie who was given a set of his own cards from the Topps representatives on Sunday. 

 

Like Stephens, it was his first regular Topps card in his career. His, No. 95 in the set, is one of two cards. He also signed inserts in 

the set. 

 

“(The other) had me in a Reds uniform, but they photoshopped me with a (Reds) hat on,” Mahle said of the signed insert. “It wasn't 

that great. This one is great.” 

 

The regular card shows Mahle pitching at Pittsburgh's PNC Park in his second career big-league game. Mahle threw six scoreless 

innings against the Pirates on Sept. 2. 

 

The first card is just another one of those boxes to check off in a big-league career, from first appearance to first strikeout to first 

win, and finally, first Topps card. 

 

“I'll never forget it — 2012 Topps,” veteran reliever Jared Hughes said. “I want to say I remember the card number, I think it was 

No. 130 in the set (it was No. 175). I was so pumped. I grew up collecting. I have them in storage still in California.”  

 

For a while as a kid, Hughes said he had every card made of his favorite player, Frank Thomas. Now he collects cards of his favorite 

teammates. 

 

“I buy them off Amazon, put them in a briefcase, and I'm going to give them to my son someday,” he said. “I'll be getting an Amir 

Garrett card someday.” 

 

He can find one of those this year, No. 14 in the set, if not No. 1 in his heart. 

 

NOTES: Reds position players reported on Sunday and everyone but Sebastian Elizalde reported. Elizalde played in the Caribbean 

World Series and was dealing with paperwork, Reds manager Bryan Price said. … Shortstop Cliff Pennington, signed on Thursday, 

made his first appearance in camp. Pennington signed a minor-league deal but has a good chance to make the team as a backup 

shortstop. He spent the last two years in Anaheim and saw limited playing time at shortstop there. But it wasn't because he can't play 

the position, he noted. “We had the best in the world at short,” Pennington said of the Angles' Andrelton Simmons. “That guy's 



really special. I didn't play as much short because of him. Shortstop's still home.” … The Reds have their first full-team workout on 

Monday and start Cactus League play on Friday. 

 

 

Even a missile scare can't shake Reds pitcher Michael Lorenzen from his mission 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 14 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — What would you do if you thought a nuclear missile was headed your way? 

 

Whatever you think you would do, you don't know. You can't know until you're in that situation. 

 

Michael Lorenzen knows. 

 

“Me and my wife just said a prayer,” said Lorenzen, who was with his wife, Cassi, in Hawaii on Jan. 13. 

 

Michael Lorenzen, the Reds' pitcher, woke up that day just before 8 a.m. At 8:07 a.m., everyone on the island got a message on their 

phone: “BALLISTIC MISSILE THREAT INBOUND TO HAWAII. SEEK IMMEDIATE SHELTER. THIS IS NOT A DRILL.” 

 

“I looked outside to see if we saw a missile,” Lorenzen said from the Reds' spring training complex in Arizona this week. “I was 

just on my phone, on Twitter, trying to refresh and see what was going on. We weren't in a panic or anything, we just couldn't do 

anything about it. We just hoped everyone would be OK, prayed for people on the island. But there 's nothing you can do about it.” 

 

Cassi Lorenzen said it was difficult to remember that entire time, that it was a blur. But one thing stood out. 

 

“Michael was strangely calm,” Cassi Lorenzen said. “I don't know if we completely believed it. I think that if he was more amped 

up, I would have been freaking out, probably. He kept us calm. He was just looking on his phone, trying to get any information we 

could.” 

 

The Lorenzens didn't call their families, they didn't know who knew what and didn't want to panic anyone. Instead, they sat 

together, calmly, awaiting either news or a nuclear war. 

 

“It was a surreal feeling in a sense that your faith is tested in that one moment,” said Lorenzen, who booked the two-week stay in 

Oahu to train without distraction. “You always wonder how you'd react in that situation, a near-death situation. It was kind of like, 

we were pretty calm and mellow about it. It was a good test of our faith, for sure.” 

 

Lorenzen wears his faith on his sleeve — literally. 

 

His left forearm is covered in an elaborate tattoo, with references to two bible verses. In full is Galatians 2:20, the words 

surrounding the logo of 116 Clique, a Christian hip-hop collective. The phrase 116 refers to the Bible verse Romans 1:16: “For I am 

not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believes; to the Jew first, and also to the 

Gentile.” 

 

That's what kept the pair calm. Lorenzen has shared the story of his turbulent upbringing since the death of his father two years ago. 

Both of Lorenzen's parents battled substance abuse during his childhood. The future big-leaguer did his fair share of partying, 

drinking and smoking marijuana, before finding his faith at 17. 

 

Since then, Lorenzen, as the tattoo on his arm says, has not been ashamed of his faith. 

 

For 38 minutes in Hawaii last month, that faith was tested, until Lorenzen saw word on Twitter from multiple verified accounts that 

it had been a false alarm, a mistake made by an employee of the Hawaii Emergency Management Agency. 

 

“It just reassured me that I do believe what I do say I believe in,” Lorenzen said. “It's authentic, it's deep, it's not just surface. You 

know that, but you wonder at the same time. Is it just on a surface level? No, it's deep. When you have a near-death experience, I 

guess you can call it, you wonder.” 

 

Only then did Michael and Cassi Lorenzen call their families to let them know that they were OK. 

 

What he did then should surprise nobody who has seen the videos of the workouts Lorenzen has posted on Instagram. He worked 

out. On the same day he thought he may die, he was at a baseball field getting ready for another season, the challenge of moving 

from his comfortable home of the bullpen to the starting rotation. Right now, he's the last name Reds manager Bryan Price mentions 

when rolling down the list of potential rotation candidates. But he's on the list, and that's what matters for the 26-year-old. 

 



“I can make all the demands I want, but ultimately I'm not who is in control. I'm always at peace with what happens,” he said. “I'm 

not going to just sit around and be lazy and whatever happens, happens, because God's in control. But I'm going to work extremely 

hard, I'm going to share with them how I feel and do everything that I possibly can to make things work out. 

 

“But at the end of the day, I'm at peace with whatever happens.” 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Reds’ Barnhart treasures Gold Glove Award, seeks repeat 

Gary Schatz - Contributing Writer 

 2:53 p.m Sunday, Feb. 18, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, ARIZ. 

The Cincinnati Reds had an All-Star catcher in Devin Mesoraco, but they struck gold with a 10th-round draft pick when their star 

was hurt. 

 

Tucker Barnhart will accept the Rawlings Gold Glove Award as the National League’s best defensive catcher before a regular-

season home game. 

 

The Brownsburg, Indiana native became the third Reds catcher to win the award, joining Johnny Edwards, who won two, and Hall 

of Famer Johnny Bench, who won 10. 

 

“It was like icing on the cake,” Barnhart said. “It is the biggest award that I could get. Defense is what keeps me on the field. I’ve 

always taken pride in it. 

 

“It is special to win the Gold Glove relatively early in my career.” 

 

The award capped a dream offseason for Barnhart. Now the mild-mannered 27-year-old seeks to duplicate or surpass last year’s 

results. 

 

It was a good year off the field for Barnhart as well. He knew before he left for Goodyear last February that he and his wife Sierra 

were expecting a son. Tatum Ellior was born Aug. 31. The anticipation didn’t interfere with Barnhart putting together the best 

season of his professional career. 

 

“I got to learn how to be a dad,” Barnhart said. “It is awesome, the best thing ever. He’s growing really fast, that’s for sure.” 

 

Barnhart doesn’t claim to have the strongest arm, yet he led the major leagues by throwing out 28 runners attempting to steal. 

 

“The last two years I’ve focused on shoring up my footwork,” Barnhart said. “It helps me to be more accurate. My arm is strong 

enough to play but I have to be accurate to have consistent success.” 

 

Barnhart works daily with Reds catching coordinator Mike Stefanski during the season and with instructor Corky Miller in spring 

training. But he also credits Mesoraco and Stuart Turner, another Reds catcher, for making him better. 

 

“I can’t thank those guys enough,” said Barnhart, who led the majors with a .999 fielding percentage, a Reds record. He also led the 

big leagues with 89 assists and the National Leagues with 661 wild pitch-saving blocks of pitches in the dirt. 

 

Barnhart had two errorless streaks, 52 and 57 games, around his lone error. 

 

Then, on top of fatherhood and winning a coveted defensive award, the Reds extended Barnhart’s contract four years in September. 

 

As much as he takes pride in defense, Barnhart’s .270 batting average was a career best. He has set personal batting average highs 

each of his last three years. 

 

“I’m not a guy who is going to hit 20 home runs,” said Barnhart,who hit seven for the second straight year and added a career-best 

24 doubles. 

 

Defense remains his calling card and probably always will. 

 



“There are guys that are take-charge by nature but Tucker falls into the category that he has earned the right to take charge,” 

manager Bryan Price said. “He is extremely confident in his preparation. He can bring out the best in those that he has the 

opportunity to catch. That combination makes him elite.” 

 

Barnhart got a chance to show what he could do with Mesoraco limited by injury 

 

“There is so much that goes into becoming a great catcher,” Price said. “What is exciting for me is to see the growth in Tucker in 

such a short period of time.” 

 

Transactions 
 

02/18/18  

Los Angeles Angels signed free agent 1B Chris Carter to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Los Angeles Angels signed free agent OF Chris Young. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster SS Andrew Velazquez to spring training. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster 3B Grant Kay to spring training. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster SS Jake Cronenworth to spring training. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster C Brett Sullivan to spring training. 

Chicago White Sox sent RHP Dylan Covey outright to Charlotte Knights. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster RHP Edwin Fierro to spring training. 

Boston Red Sox designated RHP Ben Taylor for assignment. 

Boston Red Sox signed free agent 2B Eduardo Nunez. 

New York Mets signed free agent LHP Jason Vargas. 

New York Mets placed 3B T.J. Rivera on the 60-day disabled list. Tommy John surgery. 

  

 


