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Offseason leagues: Luis 
Urias stars in Fall Stars 
Game 
Jeff Sanders  

Luis Urias possesses perhaps the best pure hit tool in the Padres’ farm system. Because he’s 
just 20 years old, Urias’ power is far from tapped out. 

He hit just three homers in his first taste of Double-A ball but flexed his muscles Saturday night 
in the Fall Stars Game. Urias gave the West a short-lived 2-1 lead, yanking a 107.9 mph drive 416 
feet beyond the wall in left-center for his first home run during his stay in the Arizona Fall 
League. He also started an impressive double play at shortstop in the West’s 4-2 loss. 

The No. 48 prospect in all of baseball according to MLB.com, Urias is hitting .324/.460/.514 
with three doubles, two triples, six RBIs and nearly four times as many walks (11) as strikeouts 
(3) in 12 games with Peoria. 

Urias hit .296/.398/.380 with three homers, 38 RBIs, 68 walks and 65 strikeouts in 118 games 
for Double-A San Antonio. 

Also representing the Padres in the Fall Stars Game, 20-year-old first baseman Josh 
Naylor went 1-for-4 with a triple, a run scored and two strikeouts. 

Naylor is hitting .286/.318/.492 with three homers and 13 RBIs in 15 games this fall. 

ARIZONA FALL LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• On the mound, RHP Andres Munoz (Fort Wayne) has fanned seven over 5 1/3 innings. 
He has allowed a run on four hits and a walk. LHP Jerry Keel (Lake Elsinore) has struck 
out nine and allowed two runs on nine hits and four walks in 10 innings. RHP David 
Bednar (Lake Elsinore) has struck out six and allowed a run on one hit and no walks in 
six innings and RHP T.J. Weir (San Antonio) has struck out five and allowed a run on 
three hits and no walks in five innings. RHP Walker Lockett (San Antonio) has a 7.71 
ERA, 11 strikeouts and a .371 opponent average in four starts (14 innings). 

• SS Javier Guerra (San Antonio) has nine strikeouts in game games but is hitting 
.313/.313/.500 with a homer and three RBIs. 

• OF Franmil Reyes (San Antonio) has a homer but is hitting .167/.167/.367 with four 
RBIs and seven strikeouts in eight games. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/260706350/top-peformances-in-afl-stars-game/?topicid=153494546
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DOMINICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (San Antonio) is 8-for-35 over his last 10 games with Estrellas 
de Oriente, dropping his batting line to .227/.358/.386. He has one homer and three 
RBIs in 13 games. … OF Franchy Cordero (El Paso) is hitting .306/.358/.403 with four 
RBIs, three steals and 15 strikeouts in 16 games with Escogido. … RHP Eric Yardley (El 
Paso) has allowed two runs – one earned – in 11 2/3 innings. He has struck out six, 
walked four and allowed seven hits. 

VENEZUELAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• C Luis Torrens (San Diego) has paired nine RBIs with a .289/.349/.342 batting line in 
20 games for Magallanes. … LHP Jose Castillo (San Antonio) has four strikeouts and 
three earned runs allowed over 4 1/3 innings, also for Magallanes, while RHP Jose 
Ruiz (Lake Elsinore) has two strikeouts and four runs allowed over 8 1/3 innings for 
Magallanes. … RHP Trevor Frank (Lake Elsinore) has allowed six runs in 8 innings for 
Zulia. 

MEXICAN WINTER LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

• RHP Cesar Vargas (San Antonio) leads the circuit with 27 strikeouts in 19 innings. He 
is 1-2 with a 3.32 ERA and a 1.11 WHIP. … RHP Gerardo Reyes (Lake Elsinore) has 
allowed four runs – three earned – in 5 1/3 innings for Obregon. … RHP Kyle Lloyd (El 
Paso) has started his stay with Jalisco with three shutout innings. 
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Padres prospects show off skills at Fall 
Stars 
Urias homers, Naylor triples in Arizona showcase 
game 

By Mike Rosenbaum / MLB.com | November 5th, 2017  

 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- A big part of the Padres' future was on display in Saturday's Fall Stars Game 

as Luis Urias and Josh Naylor, two of the younger position players in this year's Arizona Fall 

League, impressed in several facets of the game in a losing effort for the West team. 

The duo accounted for both of the West team's runs and the two hardest-hit balls of the game in a 4-

2 loss against the East at Salt River Fields. 

 

Urias, who started at shortstop, excelled on both sides of the ball in the contest. Defensively, the 

Padres' No. 3 prospect (No. 48 overall) showcased his first-step quickness and range when he 

made a diving play up the middle before flipping the ball to second baseman Brandon Lowe, who 

threw to first to complete a 6-4-3 double play. 

"I wasn't expecting to start at shortstop tonight, but I made that adjustment," said Urias, who saw 

more time at shortstop this past season than he previously had at any point in his career. "I feel 

very comfortable there, but not the same confidence I feel at second base." 

The 20-year-old infielder then made his mark at the plate in the following frame with a booming 

solo home run which knotted the game at 2. 

 

After working a 3-1 count against Albert Alzolay, Urias got every bit of a 96 mph fastball, depositing 

it well beyond the wall in left-center field. The ball traveled a projected 416 feet, per Statcast™, 

with an exit velocity of 107.9 mph. 

"To be honest I don't know how I hit it out," said Urias, who owns a .324/.460/.514 batting line with 

a circuit-best 11 walks through 12 games for Peoria in the Fall League. "That's not a big part of my 

game -- I'm more about getting base hits and hitting line drives. I'm very happy that I could hit the 

ball that far." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
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As for Naylor, the Padres' No. 10 prospect showcased his hitting ability and underrated speed when 

he tripled to open the second inning. The 20-year-old first baseman turned on a Justus 

Sheffield fastball, ripping it with an exit velocity of 107.5 mph just inside the first-base line past an 

outstretched Matt Thaiss. 

Even more impressive was Naylor's baserunning, as he reached a top sprint speed of 27.7 

feet/second while going home to third base in 12.7 seconds. He eventually came in to score in the 

frame to account for the West's first run before finishing 1-for-4 at the plate. 

Urias, meanwhile, went 1-for-2 in the contest before being replaced by Nicky Lopez. 

"It's a great opportunity," Urias said. "It feels great to represent the Padres, and I'm very excited to 

have this opportunity." 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/656954/justus-sheffield
http://m.mlb.com/player/656954/justus-sheffield
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Rumor Central: Will Padres try to re-
sign Jhoulys Chacin? 
ESPN.com 
 

The San Diego Padres got their money’s worth this season with starter Jhoulys Chacin and could 
look to bring the right-hander back in 2018 if the price is right. 
 
Jeff Sanders of the San Diego Union-Tribune outlines what the Padres might do this offseason, 
and one option for general manager A.J. Preller is to re-sign Chacin, who agreed to a $1.75 
million deal last December. The 29-year-old was the Padres' Opening Day starter and won a 
team-high 13 games with a 3.89 ERA. 
 
“With Clayton Richard extended through 2019 and rotation talent knocking on the door in the 
high minors, Preller will again be on the lookout for short-term bargain signings this winter, 
which could include the return of Chacin,” writes Sanders. 
 

Chacin, however, could be looking for a nice raise and might get it since the market for free-
agent starters is not all that deep. 

Among the other offseason goals for the Padres will be to find a caretaker at shortstop until 
prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. is ready. 

-- Doug Mittler 

 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30147/jhoulys-chacin
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-offseason-primer-20171020-story.html
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
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Padres On Deck: Tatis Jr. Could 

End Padres Search for a Shortstop 

However, he is only one of a half dozen prospects 

at the position 

By Bill Center 

The Padres annual spring training search for a shortstop probably won’t end in 2018. 

But it does look to be coming to an end. 

Not only is Fernando Tatis Jr. quickly advancing through the padres system, San Diego now 
has at least a half dozen quality shortstop prospects in the system. 

Eventually, most won’t remain at shortstop. Some could be moved to second, third or the 
outfield. 

The bottom line, however, remains the same. Help is on the way at shortstop. The big question is 
when does the help arrive at Petco Park. 

Of course, the biggest name on everyone’s lips is Tatis, who completed 2017 with a late-season 
cameo at Double-A San Antonio — as an 18-year-old. 

He is not the only name worth remembering. The list of Padres shortstops includes Luis 
Almanzar, Gabriel Arias, Yordi Barley, Javier Guerra, Justin Lopez, Allen 
Cordoba and Jose Rondon. 

The list does, however, start with Tatis. 

Acquired from the Chicago White Sox on June 4, 2016, for pitcher James Shields, Tatis hit .281 
and set a Fort Wayne home run record with 21 in 117 games this season. He also had a .390 on-
base percentage with 26 doubles and seven triples for a .520 slugging percentage and a .910 OPS. 
Tatis stole 29 bases, drove in 69 runs and scored 78. Tatis played in the Midwest League All-Star 
Game. 
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Tatis finished the season with San Antonio, where he hit .255 in 14 games with a homer and six 
RBIs. He is currently playing in the Dominican Republic Winter League after being the first 
overall pick in the 2017 entry draft. 

Although Tatis is 6-foot-3 and still growing, Padres general manager A.J. Preller believes Tatis 
can play shortstop in the Major Leagues. If he eventually fits in elsewhere, the Padres have plenty 
of options. 

Arias, Almanzar, Barley and Lopez were all members of the Padres’ 2016 international signing 
blitz. Almanzar and Arias were regarded among the top five prospects in the 2016 crop. Cordoba 
spent the 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 draft pick last winter. And Guerra and Rondon 
were Top-30 Padres prospects before the other five arrived with Guerra ranked the organization’s 
top prospect going into the 2016 season. 

Arias, 17, took over at short at Fort Wayne when Tatis was promoted to San Antonio late last 
season. He hit .242 in 16 games at Fort Wayne after batting .275 with a .329 on-base percentage. 
The 6-foot-1, 185-pound Venezuelan was regarded as the fifth-best player available on the 
international market. 

Almanzar, who turned 18 on Nov. 1, was regarded as the №3 international prospect in the 
summer of 2016. He spent the 2017 season with the short-season Single-A Tri-City Dust Devils 
with a .299 on-base percentage. He had 10 doubles, a triple and two homers with 21 RBIs and 36 
runs scored in 67 games while splitting time between third and short. He is 5-foot-10 and 185 
pounds from the Dominican Republic. 

Barley also signed with the Padres out of the Dominican Republic as the 15th-ranked 
international prospect on the MLB Pipeline list. Barley, who turns 18 on Dec. 3, hit .242 in 49 
games in the Arizona Rookie League with 11 doubles, six triple and four home runs for 28 RBIs 
and 34 runs scored. The 5-foot-11, 160-pounder made 43 starts at short. 

The switch-hitting Lopez, 17, played third and first in 66 games at Tri-City as one of the youngest 
players in the Northwest League. The versatile, 6-foot-2, 170-pounder hit .246 with a .291 on-
base percentage with 16 doubles and two homers for 22 RBIs. He improved noticeably as the 
season progressed. 

Almanzar is currently ranked the Padres’ №18 prospect by MLB Pipeline. Barley is №25. 

The left-handed-hitting Guerra, 22, struggled offensively for the second straight season at 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore in 2017, batting .226 with 113 strikeouts in 349 at-bats. He also 
had a .267 on-base percentage, but had 18 doubles, five triples and six homers for 38 RBIs. 
Defensively, he made only 13 errors in 89 games. He finished the season at San Antonio, where 
he hit .212 with six doubles and three homers for 15 RBIs in 39 games. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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The Missions season ended with Tatis and Guerra playing both short, third and second with San 
Antonio. Guerra is off to a solid start in the Arizona Fall League. 

Rondon, 23, is the most tenured of the Padres shortstop prospects and is the only one with any 
Major League experience. But Rondon struggled both offensively (3-for-25) and defensively in an 
eight-game cameo with the Padres in 2016 and has struggled with injuries. 

Rondon, who was acquired from the Angels in the July 18, 2014, trade for closer Huston Street, 
split the 2017 season between San Antonio and Triple-A El Paso. In 51 games at Double-A, 
Rondon hit .293 with 12 doubles, three triples and four homers for 28 RBIs. He had a .343 on-
base percentage and a .433 slugging percentage for a .776 OPS. He hit .282 in 22 games at El 
Paso with eight doubles, a homer and 14 RBIs. He had a .741 OPS at El Paso. 
 


