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White Sox 8th-inning rally backs Shields' gem 
Chicago scores four with two outs for comeback win vs. Rangers 
By Max Gelman / MLB.com / May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Despite coming up short against Texas starter Doug Fister, the White Sox capitalized 
against the Rangers' bullpen in a big way. 
 
Fister held the White Sox scoreless through seven innings, but with two out and nobody on in the eighth, 
Yoan Moncada sparked a four-run rally to boost Chicago to a 4-2 win. The victory snapped the White Sox 
five-game losing streak at home and is just their fourth win at Guaranteed Rate Field this season. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 



"I'm glad we are starting to get some breaks here and there," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "At 
the end, they were able to put a line together and keep battling and, with a couple of walks, continue to 
put some runs across the board. They put a really good fight together today." 
 
Following a ground-rule double, Moncada advanced to third on a passed ball with Yolmer Sanchez at the 
plate, and then scored when reliever Jose Leclerc threw away Sanchez's comebacker. After an 
intentional walk to Jose Abreu, Leclerc unintentionally walked Nicky Delmonico and Matt Davidson to 
force in the tying run, and Welington Castillo drove in the go-ahead runs with a line-drive single. 
 
Moncada originally thought he had an inside-the-park home run, dashing completely around the bases 
without a throw in from the outfield. But the ball had gotten stuck under the outfield fence and he was sent 
back to second. Moncada finished the night with three hits, raising his batting average to .270. 
 
"I feel that right now, I'm recognizing the pitches better than I was doing before," Moncada said through 
team interpreter Billy Russo. "That's helping me to swing at better pitches and put the barrel on the ball." 
 
White Sox starter James Shields pitched his best game of the season, tossing 7 1/3 innings of one-run 
ball. His only run allowed came on a soft Shin-Soo Choo single that snuck through the shift and past a 
diving Tim Anderson. 
 
"I felt pretty good out there, pounded the strike zone for the most part," Shields said. "Had a few more 
walks than I wanted to, but the pitcher did a good job on the other side, I had to keep us in the game as 
long as I possibly can." 
 
Fister managed to pitch better, holding the White Sox off the scoreboard and getting several key outs on 
the bases. He picked off Moncada in the first and induced two double plays, including a play in the sixth 
when the White Sox put on the hit-and-run. 
 
The Rangers tacked on an insurance run in the eighth when Nomar Mazara tripled off reliever Luis Avilan, 
driving in Choo from first. It ultimately proved too little with Chicago's late rally. 
 
"It's the best when you can win a game like tonight," Moncada said. "We try to come here every day and 
go out there thinking that we have a shot that night to win the game. We always think that way. We try to 
play hard and try to do our best and win games." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Just looking, part 1: The White Sox best chance against Fister came in the third inning when Leury Garcia 
and Trayce Thompson reached base with one out for the top of the order. However, both Moncada and 
Sanchez struck out looking, preventing the White Sox from tying it up. Garcia and Thompson even 
conducted a double steal on the last pitch to Moncada. It was the only time Thursday night that the White 
Sox had multiple runners on in an inning prior to the eighth. 
 
Just looking, part 2: Davidson has vastly improved his walk rate this season, and his eighth-inning walk 
showed how that has beared fruit. Davidson fell behind 0-2 to Leclerc, but worked the count back to draw 
the game-tying free pass. 
 
Davidson said he likely would have struck out last year in a similar situation. 
 
"It's what I'm trying to accomplish and it just shows you too how many at-bats you can throw away, I 
guess, if you swing at balls," Davidson said. "I could easily have swung at that next pitch, the slider away, 
and it shows you just don't need to swing as often as we think." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Though Shields' ERA is still fairly high at 4.88, he hasn't received a lot of offensive support. The White 
Sox put up three runs or less while Shields pitches for his seventh consecutive start. 
 



HE SAID IT 
 
"We've been in a rut all season long and we haven't been playing good baseball. It's just the bottom line. 
We haven't been playing good baseball, so we got to pick it up. We still have a long season to go." -- 
Shields, on the importance of Thursday's win 
 
UP NEXT 
The White Sox continue their four-game set with the Rangers on Friday night at 7:10 p.m. CT and send 
Carson Fulmer (2-3, 6.23 ERA) to the mound for his eighth start. Fulmer has been largely inconsistent 
this season, showing some flashes of dominance. However, he's given up 10 runs (nine earned) in his 
last two starts in a combined 5 1/3 innings. 

 
Rodon to make first rehab start Saturday 
Left-hander underwent arthroscopic shoulder surgery in September; Gonzalez experiences setback, while 
Garcia, Robert progress 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Carlos Rodon's rehab is moving from Arizona to North Carolina, with White Sox general 
manager Rick Hahn announcing on Thursday that the southpaw will make a start with Class A Kannapolis 
on Saturday. 
 
Rodon, who has been making starts at extended Spring Training, had arthroscopic shoulder surgery last 
September, sidelining him for six to eight months. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"He is currently without restriction other than building up his endurance and pitch count," Hahn said. "So 
this Saturday night at Kannapolis will be the first of multiple rehab starts." 
 
Hahn wouldn't give Rodon a specific pitch count, joking he didn't want to give Saturday's opponent from 
Hickory any undue advantage. But Rodon figures to pitch somewhere in the five-inning range. 
 
When all is said and done, Hahn believes Rodon's return without any setbacks will be somewhere in the 
neighborhood of June 1. 
 
"It's been easier on Carlos because he's been through it before but because he feels so much better," 
said Hahn of Rodon, who has a career 3.95 ERA and 383 strikeouts over 373 2/3 innings. "There's a 
certain point when you're dealing with an injured player where they seemingly get over the hump 
psychologically and realize that they're no longer hurt, they're just building up baseball endurance again. 
 
"And Carlos, at Spring Training, you could see was different than he was a year ago, that he was feeling 
good, he was without restriction and he knew it was more just building back up. Obviously it doesn't mean 
you're out of the woods until the guy's back at the big league level, but certainly he feels real good about 
where he's at and how this has progressed." 
 
More injury updates 
Right-handed pitcher Miguel Gonzalez, sidelined by rotator cuff inflammation, had a setback in his 
recovery as he was approaching a potential rehab assignment. Gonzalez received a PRP injection earlier 
in the week and he's no-throwing for 10 to 14 days. The White Sox will reassess at that point. 
 
Right fielder Avisail Garcia is slowly ramping up activity in testing his Grade 2 right hamstring strain. 
Garcia is not asymptomatic in terms of what he's feeling, per Hahn, so the team is being very cautious in 
ramping up his work. 
 
"Given that it was a Grade 2 strain after the MRI, we knew we were going to have to be careful with this, 
and again we're trying to err on the side of caution," Hahn said. "When he initially left the game, I don't 



think we knew that it was a Grade 2, so we thought perhaps it would come a little more quickly. But the 
MRI made it clear, and with the player's reporting, we need to take our time with this one." 
 
Luis Robert, the No. 3 White Sox prospect per MLB Pipeline and No. 26 overall, should be taking part in 
extended Spring Training games by the end of May as he continues rehab work from a sprained ligament 
in his left thumb suffered during Spring Training. The plan is for him to join an affiliate soon thereafter. 
Robert should spend the bulk of the '18 season at Class A-Advanced Winston-Salem, but it depends on 
how many games he gets in before the end of extended in determining where he goes once he leaves 
Phoenix. 
 
"He's progressing," Hahn said. "He's hitting in cages, he's doing defensive drills, and hopefully he'll be 
playing in games down there by the end of the month." 
 
Sanchez in the outfield 
Although Yolmer Sanchez has played two career innings in right field, manager Rick Renteria mentioned 
possibly using the talented switch-hitter in the outfield. 
 
"Right now, we're in the infant stages of this conversation," Renteria said. "You don't want to disturb too 
much of the things that are going well with these guys. You want them to continue to develop and move 
forward." 
 
Reinsdorf believes in rebuild 
Hahn said the rebuild and this year's difficult start has been tough on White Sox chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf, who has tried to put this organization in the best position to win and win quickly since 1981. At 
the same time, Reinsdorf remains committed to the long-term. 
 
"He recently subscribed to MiLB.TV at someone's encouraging, so he's focused on the Minors," Hahn 
said. "He's aware on the Minors, he asks questions about various players in the Minors of me, of [director 
of player development Chris Getz], of [executive vice president] Kenny [Williams]. 
 
"So he's invested in the process. It doesn't make the short-term any easier, but he's just like the rest of 
us. He believes in the plan, he believes in the vision, he's very optimistic about the progress we've made 
in the past 18 months and he's having some difficult nights here in the short-term." 

 
How AL Central stacks up at quarter mark 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The first quarter of the 2018 season has featured the Indians and Twins jousting for the top 
spot in the American League Central, as many expected. No team in the division having a record above 
.500 is more of a surprise. 
 
Let's also not forget a rebuilding Tigers squad sneaking into early contention behind mediocre starts from 
the division favorites. Here's what we know overall about the five AL Central squads at the season's 
quarter mark. 
 
INDIANS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Tribe bullpen looks like a weakness. After having longtime 
setup man Bryan Shaw depart via free agency, Cleveland knew there would be a ripple effect throughout 
the relief roles. The Indians didn't expect things to get this bad, though. Through 40 games, the club's 
5.45 bullpen ERA ranked 28th in the Majors. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: On the positive side, fans will be watching to see if Jose 
Ramirez and Francisco Lindor -- who both finished in the top five in AL MVP voting last year -- can 
actually get better. They've again been one of the game's most dynamic duos. On the other side, the next 



quarter will show if players like Jason Kipnis and Edwin Encarnacion can pull out of their extreme cold 
spells. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: From May 18-27, the Indians will play nine games against the last two 
World Series champions. The seven games against the Astros, plus a two-game set on the road against 
the Cubs, will provide a good litmus test for the Tribe. 
 
Stock watch: The Indians' stock is down right now. The team entered with extremely high expectations 
and has hovered around the .500 mark. They remain the division favorites, but the Tribe has plenty of 
kinks to iron out. 
 
ROYALS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Royals aren't very good without All-Star and Gold Glove 
catcher Salvador Perez. With Perez on the disabled list, the Royals lost 15 of the first 20 games to open 
the season. They've been closer to who they're expected to be with him because of his presence in the 
offense and behind the plate. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Left-hander Danny Duffy. The Royals received plenty of 
offers for Duffy during the offseason but held off dealing him, either because they didn't like the return or 
because they consider him part of the future for when they complete their next rebuild. But Duffy is going 
through perhaps the worst stretch of his career; he's 1-5 with a 6.51 ERA. Duffy and the Royals say he's 
100 percent and just in a slump. Duffy's value at the Trade Deadline could hinge on his second-quarter 
starts. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: Near the end of June, the Royals will embark on a four-city road trip 
that starts in Houston for three games, returns to Kansas City for a makeup game against the Angels, 
resumes in Milwaukee for two and then concludes in Seattle for three. All four of those teams are either in 
first place or contending. That trip will test the Royals' character, especially if they continue to fade in the 
Central. 
 
Stock watch: This team wasn't really designed with postseason intentions, but it shouldn't be this bad, 
either, so let's say its stock is down. This season is about the MLB Draft in June, flipping some veterans 
at the Trade Deadline to further restock the farm system, and getting some younger players (Brad Keller, 
Tim Hill, Jakob Junis, Jorge Soler, Cheslor Cuthbert) some valuable experience. 
 
TIGERS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Tigers have taken on some of the characteristics of Ron 
Gardenhire's previous team, notably a more aggressive baserunning style and a willingness to compete 
until the final out. Their four walk-off wins are the most by a Tigers club through 40 games since 1993. 
Their baserunning has been epitomized by JaCoby Jones, who scored from first base on a single 
Saturday. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Can Matthew Boyd keep up his strong pitching? The left-
hander quietly has become a front-line starter in the Tigers' rotation, averaging six innings per outing and 
tossing six or more innings of one-run ball in four of his first five starts. He has pitched deeper into games 
and drastically reduced his home-run rate by taking something off his fastball and improving his slider, 
allowing a .244 BABIP. If he can continue this stinginess as the weather warms up, the Tigers have a 
better rotation beyond Michael Fulmer. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: The Tigers will play 18 games in a 17-day stretch from Memorial Day 
weekend into mid-June, thanks in part to a makeup doubleheader against the Yankees on June 4. 
Besides the Bronx Bombers, the stretch includes four games against the Angels and three-game sets 
against the Blue Jays, Red Sox and Indians. 
 



Stock watch: It's steady. Everybody in Detroit knew this was a rebuilding season, so their record is no 
surprise. What has impressed has been the way they've competed. This is an entertaining team to watch, 
even if the results don't show it. 
 
TWINS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Twins have had their depth tested with injuries to key 
players such as Ervin Santana, Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano and Jason Castro, but they've started to play 
better after a rough stretch that saw them lose 12 of 14. Eduardo Escobar's production has been key, 
while Eddie Rosario has heated up and the pitching has been steadier. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Buxton returned from the disabled list but has been a bit 
rusty so far, as he skipped a rehab assignment because his defense is so important to the team. If he can 
get it going offensively, it would be a major boost to the lineup. Right-hander Lance Lynn also must get it 
going after struggling so far and must get his command back on track. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: May 31-June 10. The Twins have an 11-game homestand to try to 
make up ground, including a four-game series against the Indians from May 31-June 3. They follow that 
with a four-game series against the White Sox that includes a doubleheader before hosting the Angels for 
a three-game set. 
 
Stock watch: Up. In fact, they've won 8 of 12 games. 
 
WHITE SOX 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: Year 2 of the rebuild, tabbed as development-focused, has been 
the toughest part to date, as mentioned a few times previously by general manager Rick Hahn. There's 
talent in place at the big league level, but there have been noticeable growing pains for top young 
pitchers such as Lucas Giolito, Carson Fulmer and even Reynaldo Lopez. The same held true for second 
baseman Yoan Moncada, who has steadied things after a slow start and become one of the team's more 
consistent offensive performers. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Does Michael Kopech arrive? The right-hander ranks No. 2 
among White Sox prospects and No. 9 overall per MLB Pipeline, possessing elite stuff, but he has 
struggled with command over his last two starts. Hahn will not rush Kopech or outfielder Eloy Jimenez, 
who is currently crushing the ball for Double-A Birmingham and is the organization's top prospect (No. 3 
overall) or any other top prospect before that player checks off every box needed for promotion. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: From May 28 to June 20, the White Sox play 20 of their 23 games 
against teams considered playoff contenders and three against a competitive Detroit team. That stretch 
includes 10 against the Indians and four against the Twins. 
 
Stock watch: It would be easy to say it's way down considering the White Sox have won two series all 
season, have the worst record in baseball and have simply not played good fundamental baseball. But 
perspective is also needed to understand this team is building more for the future than success in the 
present. So a qualified steady or slightly down might be a more accurate read, as it's really about 
individual growth as opposed to team wins and losses. 

 
Delino DeShields and his sister, WNBA star Diamond, had an adorable embrace before Rangers-
White Sox 
By Matt Managan / MLB.com / May 17, 2018 
 
The No. 1 rule for siblings is: they fight. Especially when they're little kids. They pull each other's hair, they 
pinch, they scratch, they put hair gel in the toothpaste tube. 
 



So, when they embrace, when they love each other as best friends do, it makes it all the better. It's even 
cooler when they're famous. That's what happened when Rangers outfielder Delino DeShields and his 
sister, Chicago Sky guard Diamond, met up before Thursday's Rangers-White Sox game. 
 
Look at Lil' Delino (Diamond is actually younger but much taller). Hopefully Delino Sr. was watching. 
 
Diamond then grabbed a baseball and fired a pretty good first pitch: 
Quite the athletic genes in that family. 

 
T-shirt Thursday: Rebuilding season's silver linings shine through for White Sox as Ricky's boys 
don't quit 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / May 17, 2018 
 
The T-shirts given away Thursday night at Guaranteed Rate Field read: “Ricky’s boys don’t quit.” 
 
And Thursday night, Ricky’s boys didn’t. 
 
Four runs in the eighth inning flipped what was storming toward a 2-0 loss into a 4-2 win for the last-place 
White Sox, still the owners of baseball’s worst record. But this developmental, rebuilding season is all 
about the silver linings, and a bunch of them were on display in the comeback effort, even if that 
comeback was much the fault of the also-in-last-place Texas Rangers. 
 
But, hey, Ricky’s boys don’t quit. 
 
“That’s our motto,” Yoan Moncada said through a translator. “Ricky always says that to us, ‘never quit, 
never quit.’ And we always try to do our best. We try to come here every day and go out there thinking 
that we have a shot that night to win the game. We always think that way. We try to play hard and try to 
do our best and win games. We never quit.” 
 
More than anyone, this season is about progression and development for Moncada, the former No. 1 
prospect in baseball who is without a doubt one of the cornerstones of this rebuild. He’s fresh off a DL 
stint, though he’s been perhaps the team’s best hitter, now the owner of a .270/.361/.500 slash line after a 
three-hit night Thursday. It was his double — who knew balls could get stuck in the outfield wall on the 
South Side, too? — that ignited the two-out rally in the eighth. 
 
The White Sox could lose a billion games this season, but if Moncada’s numbers end up looking like this, 
that’ll be a tremendous positive moving toward that contention window opening. A slow start — remember 
when Moncada was hitting .184 through the season’s first 12 games? — has transformed into his being 
the best offensive player on the team, debatably. 
 
Debatably because Matt Davidson also keeps managing to impress, and though he was hitless Thursday, 
he had the game’s biggest plate appearance, a bases-loaded walk that forced in the game-tying run in 
that eighth inning. It was his 23rd free pass of the season, now four above his 2017 total. Davidson’s 
revamped plate discipline has his on-base percentage at .367, more than .100 points higher than it was 
last year. His team-high 11 homers aren’t bad, either. 
 
Davidson entered the season in “prove it” mode, looking to leap into consideration for a spot in this team’s 
long-term future while few penciled him in anywhere in their 2020 lineup projections. Though it’s still early, 
just a month and a half into the campaign, he’s looking like a guy who could line up alongside all those 
prospects currently developing in the minor leagues. 
 
Especially if he keeps seeing the ball like this. 
 
“It’s what I’m trying to accomplish, and it just shows you too how many at-bats you can throw away, I 
guess, if you swing at balls,” Davidson told reporters. “I could easily have swung at that next pitch, the 
slider away, and it shows you just don’t need to swing as often as we think. The plate is really small, 



sometimes we walk up there and we feel like it’s really big. The guy is 60 feet away trying to throw it over 
there so just really trying to think small in the zone and that’s about it. 
 
“I’m sure last year I’d have swung at one of those.” 
 
And how about this string of successful outings from James Shields? Big game or not, he was dealing 
Thursday, finishing with a season-high eight strikeouts in a season-high 7.1 innings. He allowed one run 
on three hits. A 3.94 ERA in his last five starts is nothing to play trumpets about, but he’s gone at least six 
innings in those outings and three of them have been quality starts. 
 
Shields doesn’t factor into the White Sox long-term plans, but he could help out this rebuild should 
performances like this continue. Perhaps he catches the eye of a contending club this summer and gets 
the White Sox a prospect or two in a deadline deal. It’s hypothetical at the moment, but good starts like 
Thursday’s can only help. 
 
Before Thursday’s game, general manager Rick Hahn talked about sharing the fan base’s disappointment 
in how this team has played, pointing to how sloppy the White Sox have looked at times. And certainly, 
even in a winning effort, there was sloppiness Thursday. Jose Abreu got hit with a fielding error. Moncada 
made a pair of outs on the base paths. Trayce Thompson threw a ball into the grass after fielding it in 
right field. 
 
But in a season of silver linings, this team finally looked like it deserved the “Ricky’s boys don’t quit” title it 
earned in a host of fight-till-the-end efforts last season. The type of play that had Hahn and others raving 
about Renteria’s managing style during the offseason finally reappeared for a bit Thursday. 
 
And for a team with such a bright future, it was good to see something shining here in the difficult present. 
 
“It was huge,” Davidson said. “It’s fun, it’s part of our game that kind of came out.” 

 
How close are injured prospects Luis Robert and Alec Hansen to making their 2018 debuts? 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / May 17, 2018 
 
White Sox fans have been thrilled by the big numbers put up by top prospects like Michael Kopech and 
Eloy Jimenez this season. But two other stars of the rebuild have yet to even play a minor league game in 
2018. 
 
Luis Robert (the No. 3 prospect in the White Sox system and the No. 26 prospect in baseball) and Alec 
Hansen (No. 4 in the White Sox system, No. 50 in baseball) are still working their way back from spring 
injuries, and as of Thursday neither had played in extended spring training games — though they soon 
might. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn gave a lengthy list of medical updates on injured players throughout the 
farm system, and Robert and Hansen were at the top of the list. 
 
Robert, who has yet to play a game of minor league baseball in the United States, tore a ligament in his 
thumb sliding into second base during a Cactus League game — a Cactus League game, by the way, in 
which he later hit a home run — and has been sidelined ever since. He’s expected to join Class A 
Winston-Salem eventually, with Hahn pointing to the beginning of June. 
 
“Luis is ramping up baseball activity in extended (spring training),” Hahn said. “We expect him to 
participate in extended spring training games by the end of the month and soon thereafter join an affiliate. 
It likely will be early June before he actually joins the affiliate, once extended is over. Though we 
expected he will spend the bulk of the season at Winston-Salem — once he’s officially ready to go, he’ll 
be at Winston-Salem — it depends how many extended games he gets in before the end of extended in 
determining where he goes first once he leaves Phoenix. 
 



“But he’s progressing. He’s hitting in cages, he’s doing defensive drills, and hopefully he’ll be playing in 
games down there by the end of the month.” 
 
Hansen, however, might not be quite as close as Robert. Last year’s minor league strikeout leader, 
Hansen, who's expected to join Double-A Birmingham when healthy, has been dealing with a forearm 
injury since spring training, and while he’s been talked about as progressing toward game action, there 
was no real update from Hahn on Thursday. 
 
“He continues to progress, he’s throwing bullpens. I believe he had one today, might be tomorrow. On a 
throwing program,” Hahn said. “On a guy like that, similar to (recovering starting pitcher Carlos) Rodon, 
we’ll let you know when he starts making starts in extended and when he goes on a rehab assignment. 
Right now, it’s just building.” 
 
The injuries to Robert and Hansen — as well as the season-ending Achilles tear suffered by last year’s 
first-round pick, Jake Burger — show that this rebuilding process, which has seen a fleet of highly ranked 
prospects join the White Sox system in recent years, won’t be without its speed bumps. While penciling all 
these guys into the 2020 lineup was and remains a fun pastime for South Side baseball fans, there’s a 
reason those names are written in pencil and not pen. Whether it be because of performance, injuries or 
other developmental reasons, not all of these prospects will hit the bigs in a rapid amount of time, nor is it 
likely will they all pan out. 
 
It’s not to suggest in the slightest that these specific prospects won’t pan out, but it’s worth questioning 
how their developments will be affected by missing significant time. 
 
“It depends on the player,” Hahn said when asked that very question. “Not beating around the bush, but 
Jake Burger missing more than a year is a shame, it’s a real shame. You look at Jake, he’s got a short 
enough swing and an easy enough swing that he’s able to just pick up with it and not really lose much 
offensively in terms of his development. 
 
“But there is an element of playing everyday and being used to playing ball and working your way up the 
chain and getting more challenges that he’s going to miss a year on. That’s a negative. 
 
“Luis Robert missing a couple months, none of it’s ideal ever but he’s going to be back out there this 
season, there’s still going to be plenty of chances for him to get ABs over the course of the summer and 
even opportunities for him to play in the fall, as well. The injury that he had certainly didn’t seem to have 
any long-term implications for him, and it’s a matter of making up for development time over the course of 
2018, which he’ll be able to do.” 
 
Time will tell whether or not months on the shelf will negatively impact the developments of Robert or 
Hansen. The good news for the White Sox is that they’re advancing toward their respective returns, good 
news because those are two guys who figure to have very large roles to play in the rebuild. 

 
Carlos Rodon working his way back to the White Sox with first rehab start coming Saturday 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / May 17, 2018 
 
The White Sox starting rotation is coming increasingly closer to getting a big-time reinforcement. 
 
Carlos Rodon will make his first rehab start Saturday with Class A Kannapolis, general manager Rick 
Hahn announced Thursday afternoon. Rodon has been recovering from shoulder surgery since last 
September, slowly working his way back to the major league mound. 
 
“He’s been throwing in extended spring training, made a number of starts there, each of which have gone 
well. And he is currently without restriction other than building up his endurance and pitch count,” Hahn 
said. “So this Saturday night at Kannapolis will be the first of multiple rehab starts.” 
 



Rodon was transferred to the 60-day disabled list earlier this season and will be eligible to return at the 
end of the month. That falls almost perfectly in line with the estimated return date, which Hahn has been 
saying since last fall could be around June 1. 
 
Rodon’s return is a big deal for a guy who though acquired prior to the organization’s rebuilding effort still 
carries hopes of being one of the guys at the front of what is shaping up to be a potentially exciting 
rotation of the future. Rodon was the No. 3 pick in the 2014 draft and despite difficulties staying healthy, 
he’s shown flashes of brilliance and figures to have as much of a chance as anyone — Michael Kopech, 
Alec Hansen, Lucas Giolito, etc. — of being an ace of the staff the next time the White Sox are ready to 
contend. 
 
He’ll also be a welcome sight for a pitching staff that has struggled through the first month and a half of 
the season. White Sox starters entered Thursday with the highest ERA in the bigs, at 5.94, and the most 
walks, with 113. Two guys battling for their own spots in that future rotation, Giolito and Carson Fulmer, 
have caused significant consternation with 6.91 and 6.23 ERAs, respectively (plus Giolito leads the 
American League with 32 walks). 
 
So this is an important step for Rodon, who’s been better suited to handle this recovery after missing the 
first two-plus months of last season with an arm injury, too. 
 
“It’s been easier on Carlos, one, because he’s been through it before but, two, because he feels so much 
better,” Hahn said. “As I’v referenced before, there’s a certain point when you’re dealing with an injured 
player where they seemingly get over the hump psychologically and realize that they’re no longer hurt, 
they’re just building up baseball endurance again. 
 
“And Carlos at spring training you could see was different than he was a year ago, that he was feeling 
good, he was without restriction and he knew it was more just building back up. Obviously it doesn’t mean 
you’re out of the woods until the guy’s back at the big league level, but certainly he feels real good about 
where he’s at and how this has progressed. 
 
“Hopefully he’s a healthy pitcher and is back on track to the career he was in the progress of having 
before the setbacks. In terms of repertoire, velocity, pitch mix, we expect him to be the same guy you saw 
up here before when he was having success.” 

 
Dreadful White Sox start tough on everyone, especially the 'Chairman' 
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune / May 17, 2018 
 
Don’t worry, White Sox fans. 
 
Jerry Reinsdorf feels your pain. 
 
As difficult as it has been to watch this Sox season unravel, imagine being the chairman of what appears 
to be the worst Sox team in franchise history. 
 
And if they keep playing at this pace the rest of the season, it has the potential to be the worst team in 
modern history, period, possibly eclipsing the 1962 Mets (120 losses) and 2003 Tigers (119). 
 
Like everyone else, Reinsdorf knew the rebuild was going to take a while. But no one seemed prepared 
for what has happened so far in Year 2. 
 
The Sox scored 59 runs in their last seven Cactus League games, so at the very least you figured they 
could hit. But the only team manager Rick Renteria’s squad had outscored going into Thursday’s 4-2 
victory over the Rangers was the Marlins, and the only team with a worse ERA was the Royals. 
 
Ricky’s boys don’t quit, as the Sox marketing plan insists, but neither do they score nor pitch. 
 



The pregame dugout routines are often the day’s biggest highlight, like Thursday night when Yolmer 
Sanchez and Jose Abreu made a Hermie sandwich, squeezing trainer Herm Schneider in the middle of 
their daily hug. 
 
But then the game began, and Yoan Moncada promptly got picked off first base in the first inning. 
 
Growing pains? Or just a pain? 
 
Moncada made another baserunning gaffe in the sixth, getting doubled off first on a liner to center with 
the Sox trailing 1-0. But he redeemed himself in the four-run eighth, igniting the game-winning rally with a 
two-out double as the Sox made the “Ricky’s Boys Don''t Quit” T-shirt giveaway look prescient. 
 
Reinsdorf has six championship rings with the Bulls and one with the Sox. Losing by design for a long-
term goal is not a strategy he casually accepted when general manager Rick Hahn proposed the rebuild 
in 2016. 
 
But Hahn said the “Chairman” is handling things as well as could be expected. 
 
“It’s tough, and he has made no secret about it being tough,” Hahn said before the Sox’s game with the 
Rangers. “I think when we first started this, I don’t know if it was during the actual Chris Sale trade press 
conference or certainly during one of our early conversations about a rebuild, I alluded to the fact this 
rebuild was going to be most difficult on Jerry. 
 
“And it’s hard, especially during periods like this, for anyone who cares about the team, or any fan or 
executive or player when you’re not performing. But Jerry in particular, (because) for 30-plus years (he) 
has committed himself to putting this organization in a position to win and win quickly. 
 
“But at the same time he’s committed to the long term. He recently subscribed to MiLB (minor-league) TV 
at someone’s urging, so he’s focused on the minors.” 
 
Hahn said Reinsdorf asks questions about the team’s prospects and is “invested in the process” for better 
or worse. 
 
“It doesn’t make the short term any easier, but he’s just like the rest of us,” Hahn said. “He believes in the 
plan. He believes in the vison. He’s very optimistic about the progress we’ve made in the last 18 months, 
and he’s having some difficult nights in the short term.” 
 
Before the first Cubs-Sox series in 1997, Reinsdorf said Sox fans were “more knowledgeable” about the 
game than their North Side counterparts and “they don’t like to watch bad baseball.” They’re proving that 
this year, averaging 15,486 per game, third lowest in the majors. 
 
Maybe things will perk up when summer arrives, but probably not enough to matter. The only thing the 
Sox can do to bring in fans this year is promote Eloy Jimenez, a prospect so talented he is often known 
by his first name. 
 
But it doesn’t look like they’re going to rush Eloy, even if their top prospect is tearing up pitching at 
Double-A Birmingham. 
 
“At some point he’s probably going to get himself promoted,” Hahn said. 
 
Alas, Hahn was talking about a promotion to Triple A, not the Sox. 
 
Maybe we’ll see him in September, though it might be crazy to start his service-time clock in 2018 when 
you would get an extra year of him in a Sox uniform by waiting until next May. 
 



At least for now Reinsdorf can watch Eloy on TV with his new MiLB subscription, or perhaps tune in to 
NBC Sports Chicago, which announced Monday it will televise seven games of high Class A Winston-
Salem, where Luis Robert soon will appear once he’s done rehabbing his thumb injury. 
 
Watching the kids could soothe Reinsdorf’s nerves after watching his major-league team go through 
these growing pains on a daily basis. 
 
What other options does he have? Hahn was asked Monday if the Sox might deal for a rental, an idea 
broached over the winter when the Manny Machado rumors began. 
 
“I don’t know about that,” he replied. “Obviously, it all depends on pricing and everything.” 
 
That’s not happening, of course. There’s no sense acquiring a player in his walk year for a team that 
could lose more than 100 games. 
 
Reinsdorf may be frustrated, but he’s not crazy. 
 
Check back in Year 3. 

 
White Sox rally for 4 runs in 8th inning to top Rangers 4-2 
By Andy Martinez / Chicago Tribune / May 17, 2018 
 
In one plate appearance, Matt Davidson showed how much his plate discipline has improved in one year. 
 
With the bases loaded and two outs in the eighth and the White Sox down a run, the designated hitter fell 
behind in the count 0-2. 
 
Then Davidson took a slider in the dirt, two more outside sliders and a 3-2 slider that failed to reach the 
plate, drawing a walk that scored Yolmer Sanchez with the tying run. 
 
“He threw six straight splits, or whatever he calls them,” Davidson said. “It’s a pretty good pitch, it kind of 
comes out of the hand a little weird. I wasn’t trying to do too much of anything, just make sure he was 
throwing over the plate.” 
 
Then Welington Castillo singled to center field to score Jose Abreu and Nicky Delmonico to complete a 
four-run innings that gave the White Sox a 4-2 lead that held for the final score. 
 
Davidson has improved his strikeout-to-walk ratio from 8.68 last season to 2.09 in 2018. 
 
“Everybody has seen his improvement,” Sox manager Rick Renteria said. “He’s able to recognize and 
check himself to not fire on the pitch that ends up falling out of the zone before it’s supposed to.” 
 
James Shields had season highs of 7 1/3 innings and eight strikeouts for the Sox (11-29). 
 
“Getting ahead of hitters, you know,” Shields said. “Setting myself up for being successful. Just pounding 
the strike zone and getting my balance and mixing speeds up.” 
 
Nate Jones made it interesting in the ninth inning. Jones hit Isiah Kiner-Falefa to lead off the inning, and 
Robinson Chirinos singled with one out to put runners on first and second. 
 
But Jones hung on for his second save, inducing a grounder by Ronald Guzman and striking out Delino 
DeShields. Luis Avilan (1-0) earned the win despite allowing a run in 2/3 of an inning. 
 
Yoan Moncada led off the eighth with a ground-rule double to right field that got stuck beneath the 
padding of the outfield wall. 
 



“I saw when the right fielder put his hands up,” said Moncada, who went 3-for-4. “But I was watching 
(third-base coach Nick Capra) waving me, and I have to run.” 
 
Moncada found a bit of a groove after going 1-for-8 in his first two games back from the disabled list. 
 
“I’m recognizing the pitches better than I was doing before,” Moncada said. “That’s helping me to swing at 
better pitches and put the barrel on the ball.” 
 
Leury Garcia extended his hitting streak to five games, going 6-for-15 (.400) in that span. 
 
“I’d like to be in the lineup every day,” Garcia said. “I was happy that I’m on the field and that I can help 
the team win.” 

 
White Sox pitcher Carlos Rodon will make rehab start Saturday in Kannapolis 
By Andy Martinez / Chicago Tribune / May 17, 2018 
 
Carlos Rodon is making a home debut of sorts. 
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said Thursday that the left-hander will make a rehab start for 
Class A Kannapolis on Saturday. Rodon, the third pick in the 2014 draft out of North Carolina State, went 
to high school in Holly Springs, N.C., about 135 miles east of Kannapolis. 
 
Rodon has been in extended spring training in Glendale, Ariz., while recovering from arthroscopic surgery 
he underwent on his left shoulder in September. 
 
“Obviously he has been throwing in extended spring training, made a number of starts there, each of 
which have gone well,” Hahn said. “And he is currently without restriction other than building up his 
endurance and pitch count.” 
 
As for an exact pitch count, Hahn wouldn’t tip his hand too much for Rodon’s start for the Intimidators 
against the Hickory Crawdads. 
 
“I don’t want to give the Crawdaddies an advantage by letting them know how long Carlos is going to be 
out there,” Hahn said with a chuckle. “He’ll be in the neighborhood of five innings for that start.” 
 
Hahn said Rodon will make at least one more rehab start but isn’t sure whether that’ll be with Kannapolis 
or elsewhere. 
 
“We prefer to have our guys rehab at one of our affiliates as opposed to joining a team on the road,” Hahn 
said. “Sometimes that’s not feasible, but you don’t want a guy to jump around too much.” 
 
Rodon probably wouldn’t mind making rehab stints with Kannapolis, advanced Class A Winston-Salem or 
Triple-A Charlotte, all of which share a home state with Rodon. 
 
“With Carlos being (from) North Carolina, though, he’s OK if we keep somewhere in that state,” Hahn 
said. 
 
Injury updates: Outfield prospect Luis Robert also is inching closer to his season debut. 
 
Robert also is at extended spring training at Camelback Ranch. Hahn expects Robert to join Winston-
Salem, but that will be determined by the amount of games he gets in at extended spring training. 
 
“He’s hitting in cages, he’s doing defensive drills, and hopefully he’ll be playing in games down there by 
the end of the month,” Hahn said. “It depends how many extended games he gets in before the end of 
extended in determining where he goes first once he leaves Phoenix.” 
 



Alec Hansen also is making progress at extended spring training, pitching bullpen sessions. 
 
As for the Sox’s injured major-leaguers, Avisail Garcia is working toward a return while Miguel Gonzalez 
has suffered a setback. 
 
Garcia spent part of pregame Thursday doing outfield drills. Hahn says the Sox will continue to ramp up 
Garcia’s training and see how he progress from his Grade 2 hamstring strain. 
 
“He’s not completely asymptomatic in terms of what he’s feeling, so we’re being very cautious with how 
we ramp him up,” Hahn said. 
 
Gonzalez required a platelet-rich plasma injection earlier this week, and the right-hander won’t throw for 
10 to 14 days. 

 
Column: Launch angles? Bullpenning? Ice cream instead of beer? This is not the baseball I once 
covered 
By Teddy Greenstein / Chicago Tribune / May 17, 2018 
 
Im back covering baseball after 15 years and I barely recognize what I see. 
 
What is the shortstop doing to the right of second base? Why won’t anyone sacrifice bunt? How come the 
players no longer need a hangover remedy? 
 
Back when I boomeranged between the White Sox and Cubs, from 1998 to 2003, players drank. They 
supported the local economy by visiting strip clubs. They took stuff that made their heads grow and 
allowed them to hit bombs across Waveland Avenue. 
 
Now they’re more likely to test positive for grape seed extract. 
 
“I’d much rather go home and eat some ice cream than drink the night away,” Sox outfielder Trayce 
Thompson said Thursday. “It’s our job — and it’s an everyday job.” 
 
The beer bottle has been replaced by a game controller. 
 
“I’m not naming names,” Sox general manager Rick Hahn said, “but we’ve had guys who would travel 
with their own consoles in a special suitcase. The players go back to their (hotel) rooms and play against 
one another online.” 
 
Why else are players sobering up? Social media. 
 
“Everyone holds a camera in their hands,” Hahn said. 
 
Media-wise, the players are more polished, more image-conscious. They curse less, if at all. (Where have 
you gone, Mark Grace?) 
 
The only reliable F-bomber in the Sox clubhouse is pitching coach Don Cooper, who played for the 
Yankees in the mid-’80s, for chrissake. 
 
Their language is cleaner because reporters record or take video of the interviews, rather than jotting 
down some sanitized version of what’s said. 
 
Managers are also less likely to bark at reporters after a bad game or dumb question. The Q&A takes 
place in an antiseptic interview room and is aired on live TV. The players get about 20 minutes to cool off 
and check Twitter mentions on their phones. 
 



When pitcher Jaime Navarro slammed his fellow Sox as a “bunch of dead dogs” at Tiger Stadium, every 
teammate heard him. Now many visiting clubhouses are larger, though Wrigley Field’s remains cramped. 
“Excuse me … no, excuse me,” is the soundtrack of the room. 
 
Many aspects of the game have disappeared. The neighborhood play has moved on, a victim of replay 
review. (Just ask Yolmer Sanchez.) Also taboo in the replay era: oversliding. 
 
Managers get less exercise now, as there’s no need to run to first base to argue a call. Hats stay on their 
heads. Bases remain fixed in the dirt. What a shame. 
 
Managers no longer go with their gut. They go with their analytics department. 
 
They might trust their eyes, but they’re mesmerized by video. Sox manager Rick Renteria and bench 
coach Joe McEwing watch hours and hours of it before each game. 
 
There’s a seven-day disabled list for concussions, a 10-day DL for manipulating the roster. (Wink wink, 
Joe Maddon.) 
 
Speaking of Maddon, the Cubs manager has added a ninth reliever. Two decades ago, six was industry 
standard. That, of course, was before bullpenning entered the lexicon. 
 
Hitters used to care about batting average. Now it’s launch exit and exit velocity. 
 
Pitchers used to get paid for victories. And they strived to accumulate these things called complete 
games. 
 
There was no PitchTrax or Pitchcast or whatever you want to call it. We had to ask the hitters about called 
third strikes they disputed. Asked how much a pitch missed by, Ruben Sierra held his hands 12 inches 
apart and said, “About a feet.” 
 
Back then, hitters were somewhat embarrassed to strike out. But there was no shame in bunting. 
 
Ricky Gutierrez led the National League in 2000 with 16 sacrifices. In 1998, Neifi Perez sac-bunted 22 
times. Now squaring around is almost exclusively for pitchers. A position player has not led the NL in 
sacrifices since 2011. 
 
Some games were actually shorter than “Titanic.” The Sox’s 2003 season opener lasted 2 hours, 5 
minutes. Their May 6 game that year clocked 1:49. God bless Mark Buehrle. 
 
In the time it took you to read this column, Buehrle could have watered the field, retired 27 batters and 
knocked out a six-pack. 
 
My guy. 

 In brutal White Sox season, Matt Davidson would gladly take an All-Star debut 
By Steve Greenberg / Sun-Times / May 17, 2018 
 
Matt Davidson was 10 when he watched the All-Star Game that still jumps to the front of his mind faster 
than any other. 
 
His favorite player, pitcher Randy Johnson, got the starting assignment for the National League that night 
in 2001. His grandmother’s darling, Cal Ripken Jr., was in his All-Star swan song. Grandma’s guy was the 
enduring hero, homering a few innings after American League teammate Alex Rodriguez famously 
switched positions with Ripken to allow the 40-year-old to stand one last time on the national stage at 
shortstop. 
 



“Ridiculous,” Davidson said Thursday before the White Sox rallied to beat the Rangers 4-2 in the opener 
of a four-game series at Guaranteed Rate Field. “That might’ve been the best All-Star Game ever.” 
We’ll have to remember to check back with Davidson on that assessment two months from now. Is there 
much doubt he’ll be at Nationals Park in Washington for his All-Star debut? 
 
The White Sox have to be represented by somebody. Raise your hand if you can find a better candidate 
than the guy who leads the Sox in home runs (11), RBI (25), slugging percentage (.553) and on-base 
percentage (.367). 
 
Hello? Anyone? 
 
“I don’t know what, if that happens, it would be like,” Davidson said. “I’m sure it’ll be crazy. It’s just like 
getting to the big leagues — you always dream about it, but then you get there and it’s, like, a lot bigger 
than it seems.” 
 
Davidson’s two-out, bases-loaded, game-tying walk off reliever Jose Leclerc was even bigger than it 
seemed, too.  It was his favorite — and, perhaps, most meaningful — at-bat of the season. He fought 
back from an 0-2 count, letting four sliders out of the zone go by. 
 
“I’m sure last year I’d have swung at one of them,” he said. 
 
Or maybe, given the chance, at all of them. 
 
Think back to Davidson’s unconscionable imbalance of 165 strikeouts and only 19 walks last season, 
which led to an embarrassing on-base percentage of .260. A year later, the strikeouts are at a nothing-to-
see-here 46 and the walks are at an impressive 23. That’s a 2-to-1 ratio many an All-Star hitter would 
gladly live with. 
 
Davidson, 27, may not have entered 2018 as a significant name in the Sox rebuild. But now he must be 
looked at as a potential key piece, too disciplined at the plate to be labeled a boom-or-bust slugger. 
 
“That is a substantial step forward and a necessity for a player like him to become valuable, and he has 
responded to the challenge,” general manager Rick Hahn said. “I’m not going to say after [40 games], 
‘Hey, he’s our X on this next championship team,’ but that’s a real positive development for Matt and a 
good development for the organization.” 
 
This might not be the last chance for Davidson, who was drafted in the first round by the Diamondbacks 
in 2009, to blossom into a big-league mainstay. It might not be his only chance to make an All-Star team. 
Yet he knows how special his progress has been since fracturing his foot in his first appearance with the 
Sox midway through the 2016 season. 
 
“I’m getting a little bit older,” he said. “I kind of realize, man, this window is not as big as it was when I was 
20. When you get drafted, it’s like, man, there’s so much ahead of you now. But you don’t play forever, 
you know? You want to be done and say you accomplished everything you possibly could.” 
 
Davidson was in New York for the 2013 All-Star Game. Well, sort of. He homered and was MVP of the 
Futures Game two days before the main event at Citi Field. By the time the big-league superstars took 
the field, Davidson had already traveled across the country to Reno, Nevada, and won the Triple-A Home 
Run Derby, too. 
 
That was heady stuff, to a point. He wouldn’t mind getting a taste of the real deal. 

White Sox’ Carlos Rodon to make rehab start Saturday 
By Sun-Times Staff / May 17, 2018 
 



White Sox left-hander Carlos Rodon continues to progress in his recovery after arthroscopic shoulder 
surgery and will make his first rehab start for Class A Kannapolis on Saturday, general manager Rick 
Hahn said Thursday. 
 
“He’s been throwing in extended spring training, made a number of starts there and each have gone 
well,” Hahn said before the Sox opened a four-game series against the Rangers at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. “Saturday’s start at Kannapolis will be the first of multiple rehab starts.” 
 
Rodon’s last start for the Sox came on Sept. 2 last season. He was shut down with shoulder inflammation 
and made only 12 starts. He will be eligible to come off the 60-day disabled list May 28 and appears to be 
aiming for a return to the Sox in early June. 
 
Rodon was 2-5 with a 4.15 ERA in 2017. The No. 3 overall pick in the 2014 draft, he is 20-21 with a 3.95 
ERA with 383 strikeouts in 373 2/3 innings in parts of three seasons with the Sox. 
 
Rodon is expected to pitch about five innings, Hahn said, in his first start Saturday. 
 
Hahn also added these injury updates: 
 
• Right-hander Miguel Gonzalez (shoulder) received a PRP injection and won’t throw for 10-14 days. He 
will be re-evaluated after that. 
 
• All-Star outfielder Avisail Garcia is slowly progressing through a Grade 2 hamstring strain. There is no 
timetable for a rehab assignment. 
 
“He will slowly continue to ramp up drills,” Hahn said. “He still feels it, and we’re being very cautious with 
how we ramp him up.” 
 
• Outfield prospect Luis Robert (thumb), the No. 26-ranked prospect per MLB Pipeline, is hitting in cages 
and doing defensive drills in extended spring training and is expected to participate in game action there 
by the end of the month. He likely will join an affiliate in early June before spending the bulk of his season 
at Class A Winston-Salem, Hahn said, with the starting point depending on how many games he gets in 
at extended spring training. 
 
• Right-hander Alec Hansen (forearm soreness) continues to progress and is throwing bullpens. Hansen, 
the No. 50 prospect per MLB Pipeline, hasn’t appeared in a game since pitching in a Cactus League 
game during spring training. 
 
“Right now, he is just building,” Hahn said. 
 
Be careful out there 
 
Don’t be surprised to see Sox infielder Yolmer Sanchez playing some games in the outfield this season in 
order to give Matt Davidson more innings at third base and manager Rick Renteria more flexibility with his 
lineup overall. 
 
Renteria cautioned, though, that the Sanchez experiment is in the “infant stages.” An infielder his entire 
pro career, Sanchez had less than a cup of coffee — it was more like a droplet, at most — with the Sox 
last season. 
 
“He’s athletic, but it’s a change of position,” Renteria said. “You’re reading balls in the air. It’s a little 
different. The distance is a little longer, obviously. There’s some aspects of recognizing the flight of the 
ball off a left-handed bat, off a right-handed bat, which ways to turn, depths, things of that nature. I think 
those are all pieces that have to gradually come, so it’s just, for us, a thought we’ve been thinking of, 
conversing about.”

 



Chicago White Sox clean it up in 4-2 win over Rangers 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / May 17, 2018 
 
General manager Rick Hahn isn't looking for perfection from the Chicago White Sox, but he hasn't liked 
what he has seen over much of the first quarter of the season. 
 
"There's been times where all of us have been frustrated with sort of the sloppiness that has shown itself 
from time to time," Hahn said. "Physical errors are going to happen. The mental errors are a little more 
difficult to stomach. I know that the preparation is still there. I know that the focus of the staff and the 
players is still in the right direction, it's in the right place. 
 
"But certainly one thing that has been disappointing is that the crispness with which we played in Arizona 
(during spring training), we weren't able to really carry into the season for whatever reason." 
 
The Sox were slogging through Thursday night's game against the Texas Rangers before they came to 
life in the eighth inning and rallied for a 4-2 win. 
 
Matt Davidson drew a bases-loaded walk to tie the game, and Welington Castillo decided the outcome 
with a 2-run single. 
 
White Sox starter James Shields allowed 1 run on 3 hits in 7⅓ innings and also had 8 strikeouts. At 11-
29, the Sox still are off to their worst start to a season in franchise history. 
 
"You can make excuses about weather or health or whatever," Hahn said. "Maybe some of those are 
relevant as to why we stagnated early, but we were playing good ball in Arizona. We know on a given 
night that we might be outmanned and that we might get beat. We're prepared for that. 
 
"We were very honest with ourselves about where we're at in this cycle. It's the nights where we seem to 
beat ourselves that are more disappointing and a little bit more difficult to stomach." 
 
Rodon update: 
Carlos Rodon is getting closer to rejoining the White Sox's starting rotation. 
 
Coming back from Sept. 27 shoulder surgery, Rodon has been throwing in Arizona. The 25-year-old lefty 
is scheduled to start for low Class A Kannapolis on Saturday night. 
 
"He's been throwing in extended spring training, made a number of starts there, each of which have gone 
well," general manager Rick Hahn said. "He is currently without restriction other than building up his 
endurance and pitch count." 
 
If he stays on course, Rodon is likely to be back with the Sox around June 1. 
 
Robert update: 
Top outfield prospect Luis Robert is still in extended spring training recovering from a sprained ligament in 
his left thumb. 
 
In early June, the White Sox are hoping Robert is ready to play for the first time in the United States, with 
Kannapolis or high Class A Winston-Salem. 
 
"He's progressing," GM Rick Hahn said. "He's hitting in cages, he's doing defensive drills and hopefully 
he'll be playing in games down there by the end of the month." 
 
General manager Rick Hahn isn't looking for perfection from the Chicago White Sox, but he hasn't liked 
what he has seen over much of the first quarter of the season. 
 



"There's been times where all of us have been frustrated with sort of the sloppiness that has shown itself 
from time to time," Hahn said. "Physical errors are going to happen. The mental errors are a little more 
difficult to stomach. I know that the preparation is still there. I know that the focus of the staff and the 
players is still in the right direction, it's in the right place. 
 
 
"But certainly one thing that has been disappointing is that the crispness with which we played in Arizona 
(during spring training), we weren't able to really carry into the season for whatever reason." 
 
The Sox were slogging through Thursday night's game against the Texas Rangers before they came to 
life in the eighth inning and rallied for a 4-2 win. 
 
Matt Davidson drew a bases-loaded walk to tie the game, and Welington Castillo decided the outcome 
with a 2-run single. 
 
White Sox starter James Shields allowed 1 run on 3 hits in 7⅓ innings and also had 8 strikeouts. At 11-
29, the Sox still are off to their worst start to a season in franchise history. 
 
"You can make excuses about weather or health or whatever," Hahn said. "Maybe some of those are 
relevant as to why we stagnated early, but we were playing good ball in Arizona. We know on a given 
night that we might be outmanned and that we might get beat. We're prepared for that. 
 
"We were very honest with ourselves about where we're at in this cycle. It's the nights where we seem to 
beat ourselves that are more disappointing and a little bit more difficult to stomach." 
 
Rodon update: 
Carlos Rodon is getting closer to rejoining the White Sox's starting rotation. 
 
Coming back from Sept. 27 shoulder surgery, Rodon has been throwing in Arizona. The 25-year-old lefty 
is scheduled to start for low Class A Kannapolis on Saturday night. 
 
"He's been throwing in extended spring training, made a number of starts there, each of which have gone 
well," general manager Rick Hahn said. "He is currently without restriction other than building up his 
endurance and pitch count." 
 
If he stays on course, Rodon is likely to be back with the Sox around June 1. 
 
Robert update: 
Top outfield prospect Luis Robert is still in extended spring training recovering from a sprained ligament in 
his left thumb. 
 
In early June, the White Sox are hoping Robert is ready to play for the first time in the United States, with 
Kannapolis or high Class A Winston-Salem. 
 
"He's progressing," GM Rick Hahn said. "He's hitting in cages, he's doing defensive drills and hopefully 
he'll be playing in games down there by the end of the month." 
 
 
Since Robert has missed the first two months of the season, Hahn hinted the 20-year-old outfielder could 
play in the Arizona Fall League to get additional playing time. 
 
Slow go: 
Neither right fielder Avisail Garcia (hamstring) nor starting pitcher Miguel Gonzalez are close to coming off 
the disabled list. 
 



Garcia has been out since April 24 and "is not completely asymptomatic in terms of what he's feeling, so 
we're being very cautious with how we ramp him up," GM Rick Hahn said. 
 
Gonzalez had a PRP (platelet rich plasma) injection in his shoulder and won't be able to throw for 10-14 
days. 

Fry making most of second shot in Chicago White Sox bullpen 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / May 17, 2018 
 
If it makes you feel any better, Chicago White Sox fans, general manager Rick Hahn can relate to your 
pain. 
 
"We are feeling the same frustration and disappointment a lot of these nights that our fans are feeling," 
Hahn said. "At times, it's difficult to find the bright spots." 
 
The Sox have been a collective mess through the first quarter of the season, but there have been some 
individuals that have risen above the adversity. 
 
Jace Fry is a prime example. 
 
"He's shown up here and shown that he's made some progress in his last stint in the minors," Hahn said. 
"And now, at age (24), it seems like he's ready to take that next step and pencil his name in as part of 
what we're building here going forward." 
 
The White Sox's third-round pick in the 2014 draft following a standout collegiate career at Oregon State, 
Fry made his major-league debut last season after coming up from Class AA Birmingham in September. 
 
It did not go well. In 11 relief appearances for the Sox, the 6-foot-1, 205-pound lefty allowed 8 earned 
runs on 12 hits and 5 walks in 6⅔ innings (10.80 ERA). 
 
Fry is back with the White Sox this season -- he was recalled from Class AAA Charlotte on May 4. What a 
difference eight months makes. 
 
"I have a little bit of experience and I'm just making better pitches now," Fry said. "Not trying to do too 
much, not trying to throw 95. Really just locating and taking the situation into play before I execute each 
pitch." 
 
Fry's execution has been near perfect this season. 
 
In five games with the White Sox, he has pitched 6 scoreless innings and has yet to allow a hit. Fry also 
has 8 strikeouts and 2 walks. 
 
Fry credits Arlington Heights native and minor-league pitching coach Matt Zaleski for helping him get 
turned around. 
 
"I had to fix my mechanics," Fry said. "I know the ability is there. Coming back with Zaleski in Arizona was 
huge getting my mechanics and timing correct. I was late and dragging my arm for years. Having him help 
me with that has been extremely important." 
 
Getting healthy is an even bigger key. 
 
Fry has a lengthy scar on his left arm, a reminder of not one but two Tommy John surgeries. He had the 
first reconstructive elbow procedure in 2013 and the second in 2015. 
 
"I think to be able to build off of last year is huge because I haven't been able to do that since I've been in 
pro ball," Fry said. 



Dollars and sense: Down goes Grobber! Down goes Grobber! 
By John Greenberg / The Athletic / May 17, 2018 
 
At 4:05 p.m. Thursday, the long-awaited, much-hyped sports trivia contest between Score producer/host 
Nick Shepkowski and Score legend/host Les Grobstein began during the McNeil & Parkins Show. 
 
By about 4:10, it was all over but the ramblin’. 
 
The Jeopardy-style show wasn’t made for Grobstein’s meandering kind of knowledge, and Shepkowski 
promptly cleaned his clock, winning 4,300 to, uh, negative 2,300. Grobstein actually has to sell some 
media guides and his old Chicago Hustle business card to pay off his Sports Jeopardy debts. 
 
As anyone who has listened at length to the Grobber is aware, he’s infamous for reciting long-forgotten 
nuggets of sports lore, but they are often recalled in the form of a winding digression, not a question. 
 
Shepkowski, the executive producer of the McNeil & Parkins Show, is clearly the sports trivia king of the 
Score. He has a quick mind and a strong recall of the world of sports, Chicago or otherwise. Hence why 
he introduced himself as a “32-year-old dork.” 
 
What does “Sports Jeopardy King of the Score” get you? Not much. Maybe Jimmy deCastro doesn’t call 
you Ned or Timmy when he sees you by the vending machine. 
 
In case you missed the show, here’s a rundown of the six categories: 
 
The 2016 Cubs 
 
Drafting the Bulls 
 
Super Bowls 
 
Animal nicknames 
 
Chicago sports history 
 
Change of venue 
 
If I were running this game, I would’ve created some special categories for Grobstein like “UIC Hockey 
Trivia” or “Name that Minor League Team that played at the Rosemont Horizon” or “Who was that Von 
Steuben Teacher from the 1960s?” 
 
In fairness to the hosts Dan McNeil and Danny Parkins, what are they supposed to do when Grobber 
can’t get a Harold Washington question involving the Chicago Sting and the 1985 Bears? 
 
I was shocked neither man realized Jay Cutler broke Sid Luckman’s passing touchdown record. Grobber 
guessed Erik Kramer, likely thinking of a single-season record, while Shep guessed Jim McMahon. The 
answer to pretty much every pre-Cutler Bears quarterback record is Luckman. 
 
Grobber wasn’t bothered by his performance — when he got answers wrong, he would then detour into 
some random facts about the right answer — which brings me to an observation I had about him when I 
wrote this story: He doesn’t care about the games anymore, he just wants to be on air talking sports. In 
truth, he’s happiest repeating old stories, listening to his drops and his music and mixing it up with his 
callers. He’s not interested in the fruitless pursuit of acquired knowledge. 
 
I put out a Twitter poll asking fans if they were more interested in Dan “Big Cat” Katz’s regular 
appearance on the Waddle & Silvy Show or this trivia grudge match. Katz retweeted it to his legion of 



loyal followers, so the poll results were skewed, but diehard Chicago sports radio listeners were excited to 
hear Grobber in the daytime rather than in the wee hours. That’s why this segment worked so well, 
because it mixed together people who rarely interact on air. That kind of synergy makes for good radio 
and it’s why I generally like all crosstalk segments on both stations. 
 
(A Grobstein-like digression here: Both ESPN 1000 crosstalks are really fun listens. Tom Waddle and 
Marc Silverman mesh really well on the air with Carmen DeFalco and John Jurkovic, and David Kaplan is 
great with either group.) 
 
Here’s an idea for Score operations director Mitch Rosen: Every so often, put Grobstein and the Waldorf 
to his Statler, David Schuster, as a daytime fill-in team. Whenever Schuster calls into Grobber’s show, 
their familiarity is always hilarious and Schuster, working as the update guy during the trivia show, busted 
Les’ balls a little bit Thursday. No, they’re not the usual fill-in suspects, but they also don’t sound like 
every other host out there and they would attract the diehards for a day or so. 
 
The reason Grobstein resonates with listeners — my story on him did crazy subscription numbers — is 
because of his authenticity, his history in the city and his quirkiness. He’s your favorite restaurant in your 
old neighborhood. And while he does like to drop in with his own brand of factoids, he’s not trying to be a 
know-it-all. He’s just the Grobber, a sports radio nerd who, as Ben Joravsky adroitly pointed out 20 years 
ago, is a lot more like the listeners than they want to admit. 
 
Of course, it’s Grobstein’s quirks that make him truly unique. Like when McNeil asked him his hobbies in 
a game show voice and Les responded with racking up “airline frequent flyer miles.” McNeil, as you might 
expect, really got a kick out of that answer. Find me two people who have made their careers in radio as 
different as Danny Mac and Les Grobstein. But in a way, they’re two sides of the same coin. 
 
I’m curious what hard-core Scoreheads think of the new lineup. As someone who has dabbled in the 
business, I’m loath to criticize anyone, because I understand how tough the job is from a practical 
standpoint. It’s not ditch-digging, but being engaged and interesting on a multi-hour show, day after day, 
is harder than you think. 
 
McNeil’s absences because of his throat injury have made it tough to rate his show with Parkins, but 
there’s obvious chemistry. Of course, one concern I’ve heard is they talk too often about the same subject 
that interests them: gambling. An overindulgence of gambling talk might be something they should be 
cognizant of, even with it in the news now. 
 
As for Dan Bernstein and Connor McKnight, the biggest criticism I’ve heard is also that they’re too alike. 
They both are very bright, kinda nerdy sports fans — no offense — who have a similar sense of humor, 
enunciate big words for effect and have no problem reading long FanGraphs or Athletic — Uh, keep 
doing that guys. Thanks. — stories in their entirety on air. Bernstein has more offbeat, controversial 
opinions than McKnight, but they sound like father and son on the air. 
 
During their crosstalk with Mike Mulligan and Brian Hanley the other day, they were talking about 
professional sports teams going to Las Vegas. McKnight mentioned how the housing bubble burst years 
ago affected the city and Bernstein dropped some knowledge on current water problems there. 
 
These two are very solid technically, and they have strong, informed questions for their guests (not 
always a guarantee in this business), but are they too similar to make a two-man show work as an 
entertainment option in the long run? It’s a question they’ll be asking whenever deCastro gets bored and 
leaves this gig. 
 
The Supreme Court’s pro-gambling decision has led to a lot of a similar columns and takes about how 
good this will be for the sports media. There’s definitely some truth to that. It’s obviously great news for 
gambling outlets like The Action Network (which is backed by one of our investors) and VSiN (which has 
deep Chicago ties). How about the rest of us? Could some of our more detailed previews be more alluring 
to gamblers? Sure. But it’s not like we hold some keys to the kingdom.  



 
Will sports gambling become more mainstream if it’s more readily available? Absolutely. But most people, 
including myself, are more interested in small-stakes betting, because gambling is really difficult. Because 
of that, I don’t think it’s going to become as widespread as people are saying once it’s eventually 
available everywhere. For one thing, early on, gambling locations will be limited. In West Virginia, which 
will be second on the board after New Jersey, it’s going to be limited to race tracks and casinos. 
 
For another, sports betting just isn’t for everyone. It’s not like it’s some forbidden fruit. 
 
But as someone who grew up going to bookie joints like Lane’s Lounge and Stinky Fred’s in Mingo 
Junction and Steubenville, Ohio, I’m thrilled about easy access to some light action. 
 
But this also means we will be inundated by even more gambling chatter on TV and the radio. 
 
Aside from McNeil’s classic “Who Do You Love” segment on Football Fridays back in his Afternoon 
Saloon days, gambling talk generally sucks after a few minutes. It’s just boring. Guys like the Score’s Joe 
Ostrowski do it well, but most do not. The touts and experts that both radio stations put on during football 
season are godawful listens.  
 
Really, the only good gambling stories are ones about backdoor covers you won or bad beats you lost.  
 
I’ve written about gambling before in regard to my own hometown’s love affair with sports betting, and in a 
graduate-level creative writing class, my professor noted that all gamblers secretly strive to be losers 
because of the emotional lows they seek. With legalized gambling, we all have a chance to bask in our 
reflected failures a little more often.  
 
The White Sox need to stop with these hostage videos of Ricky Renteria after every game. Your team is 
11-29, we don’t need more postgame content. 
 
ESPN/NBC Sports Chicago host David Kaplan continues to be the straw that stirs the drink in Chicago. 
No host is better at creating storylines (Sammy Sosa talk in May, anyone?) and interacting with callers. In 
a market where everyone is always scrambling for exclusives and notoriety, he’s the guy who brings us all 
together. For all the jokes we have for him on Twitter, he’s a very good friend to his peers. 
 
But someone, whether it’s him or his bosses at ESPN 1000, have to change the timing of his weekly 
Anthony Rizzo interview. This isn’t a new thought from me, as I tweet about it regularly, but it’s brutal 
radio, if only because Rizzo is barely awake during the call. 
 
If it sounds like Rizzo is talking from his bed, that’s because he is. He’s a ballplayer, after all, used to 
nocturnal hours. Rizzo is decent (better than he used to be, anyway) when he gets going, and he’s made 
some news on the show. I’m sure the deal is paying off with sponsorships, but from an auditory 
perspective, it’s not great.  
 
There are a ton of great stories this week on our site, as usual. 
 
One that you should definitely read is Sahadev Sharma on Yu Darvish’s hard-to-categorize pitch mix. It’s 
important because the Cubs are fine-tuning his expansive repertoire. Sharma talked to the Cubs’ run 
prevention coordinator Tommy Hottovy about working with Darvish, who came in with a lot of experience 
and practice doing his own thing. 
 
Another great story is James Fegan’s one on the White Sox’s Hamilton and Burr tandem in Birmingham. 
We knew the Sox had Ian Hamilton and Ryan Burr in their system last year, but it took James going down 
to Alabama to write about them. 
 



If you’re not into baseball, it’s Bears OTA season and Dan Durkin has a strong film review on Bears 
rookie receiver Anthony Miller. Can Miller be the key to the Bears’ new offense clicking under Mitch 
Trubisky? 
 
I met up with our Bulls writer Darnell Mayberry at the NBA draft lottery this week and he produced this 
insightful story from the lottery drawing room. 
 
The Athletic now has a legit international soccer operation. Even more bang for your subscription buck. 
 
Check out our all-Cubs podcast “This Cubs Podcast Isn’t Linear.” Download, rate, listen and support this 
new project. Maybe we’ll get some cool sponsors. I could use a Peloton bike or some free food.

 
Five observations: White Sox don’t waste James Shields’ best night of the year 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 17, 2018 
 
It hasn’t gotten quite as much attention in these parts, but the Texas Rangers haven’t exactly had the 

season they would like either. After a quick and breezy pitchers’ duel between proud members of the 34-

and-over-club, James Shields and Doug Fister, it was the Rangers who played the role of last-place team 

having a ruinous meltdown as they allowed four unearned runs in the eighth, spurring a 4-2 White Sox 

victory. 

Three straight walks, one intentional, after a two-out Yoán Moncada double, set up Welington Castillo for 

a clutch go-ahead single off frequent Sox victim Kevin Jepsen. In a season in which every victory feels 

like a rescue from despair, the comeback saved the Sox (11-29) from wasting a legitimate gem from 

Shields, who spun 7 1/3 innings of one-run ball and struck out a season-high eight batters. 

“I’m glad we are starting to get some breaks here and there,” manager Rick Renteria said. “At the end 

they were able to put a line together and keep battling and with a couple of walks continue to put some 

runs across the board. They put a really good fight together today.” 

1. A couple of ‘good takes’ 

Even Nicky Delmonico had to smile at Paul Nauert’s call on a 3-2 breaking ball from José Leclerc that 

split the plate and nicked the bottom of the zone. He had to smile while swiftly jogging up the first base 

line, though, so as to not give Nauert another second to ponder his flinched no-call that kept the line 

moving in the White Sox’s four-run eighth. Matt Davidson’s recovery from an 0-2 count to draw the game-

tying walk was even more impressive, and much less controversial, but that’s when Rangers manager 

Jeff Bannister thought it best to blow his top and get tossed. Jepsen, who will forever be remembered for 

hurling an intentional walk pitch six feet over his catcher’s head to plate the go-ahead Sox run in the 10th 

inning at Anaheim in 2011, added to his South Side legacy by giving up the big single to Castillo. 

“It just shows you too how many at-bats you can throw away, I guess, if you swing at balls,” Davidson 

said. “I could easily have swung at that next pitch, the slider away, and it shows you just don’t need to 

swing as often as we think. The plate is really small, sometimes we walk up there and we feel like it’s 

really big. The guy is 60 feet away trying to throw it over there so just really trying to think small in the 

zone and that’s about it.” 

2. Shields’ brilliance doesn’t go wasted 

Even if it had been nothing but smooth sailing since Shields arrived in June 2016, it would be an awful 

shame if the White Sox had wasted a vintage performance from him Thursday night. His fastball 

averaged slightly under 90 mph, but that wasn’t a major issue considering he barely threw it (25 times), 



instead perplexing Rangers hitters with his changeup, his looping knuckle curve and even a couple 

appearances from his under-70-mph “Slow Boy.” 

“I’m throwing my curveball a lot this year,” Shields said. “I feel pretty good with it for the most part. Just 

mixing pitches up. I got a lot of pitches in my repertoire and I’m just trying to navigate through an inning 

and have some success.” 

The Rangers using Delino DeShields to bunt Ronald Guzmán over to second in the third inning seemed 

like a ridiculously conservative measure in the third inning, but it wound up leading to the only run scored 

in the game through the first seven innings, and the only one off Shields. Even in 2018 with Shields and 

Fister on the mound, apparently you need to play for one run. 

3. Yoán’s happy return 

Yoán Moncada returned for his first home game since coming off the disabled list. Lining up on his 

preferred side of the plate against Fister, he laced a pair of singles and ripped a double down the right-

field line in the eighth to display the sort of compelling talent the Sox could have used in their batting 

order during the seven-game losing streak they ended on Sunday. Moncada even sparked notions of a 

comeback in the eighth when he advanced on a passed ball and raced home on Leclerq’s throwing error. 

He also got picked off once and doubled off in the sixth when he was running with the pitch, perhaps 

proving that a 22-year-old cannot rescue the Sox from their troubles alone. 

“I’m recognizing the pitches better than I was doing before,” Moncada said through team interpreter Billy 

Russo. “That’s helping me to swing at better pitches and put the barrel on the ball.” 

4. Still sort of sloppy, though 

On the heels of general manager Rick Hahn saying before the game that he was disappointed by the 

White Sox sloppiness so far during their 11-29 start, the Rangers were able to double their lead in the 

eighth with the very common “infield chopper turns into an RBI triple” play. Nomar Mazara’s bouncer to 

the right side hopped over José Abreu’s head and away from an outfield alignment shifted toward the left 

side. A low relay throw from Trayce Thompson and a triple-clutched throw from Moncada later and 

Mazara was on third. The irony that the damage came from two lefties (Mazara and Shin-Soo Choo) off 

left-hander Luis Avilán, who relieved Shields’ awesome night for the sake of matchups, was surely not 

lost on Renteria. But he’s probably forgotten about it by now. 

“I never want to get taken out,” Shields said. “Any manager I’ve ever played for will tell you that one. I 

don’t like to give up the ball. That’s just my mentality. That’s the way I’ve always been my entire career. 

Go as deep as I possibly can and save the bullpen and get some wins. At the end of the day it’s a 

manager’s decision and I respect that and I move forward and I’m glad we got the win.” 

5. Closer by coincidence  

Nate Jones had started to warm when Davidson’s walk tied the game, so the fact that he came on and 
closed down the ninth is more of a matter of circumstance than any sort of firm commitment for a 
manager who has been disavowing bullpen roles steadily for the last year and a half. That Jones hit the 
first batter he faced and let the tying run reach second base before closing the door also probably did not 
help engrave his name into the ninth

Rick Hahn is frustrated with White Sox’s sloppy play, but improvement will have to come from 
within 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 17, 2018 
 



A full rundown of updates from White Sox general manager Rick Hahn about injuries in the organization 

— including troublingly indefinite returns for Avisaíl García and Miguel González, and an increasingly 

banged up farm system — could and did take up around 10 minutes of his media session Thursday in 

Chicago. 

But in taking stock of a 10-29 start that, for the moment, threatens franchise and league records for 

futility, Hahn is not pointing to the Sox’s lack of depth. That part was expected, as it was last year. But 

when it comes to the “crispness” and quality of play he praised during a 95-loss campaign in 2017, he 

admitted that quality is currently lacking. 

“There’s been times where all of us have been frustrated with sort of the sloppiness that has shown itself 

from time to time,” Hahn said. “Physical errors are going to happen. The mental errors are a little more 

difficult to stomach. I know that the preparation is still there. I know that the focus of the staff and the 

players is still in the right direction, it’s in the right place. But it’s certainly one thing that has been 

disappointing is that the crispness with which we played in Arizona, we weren’t able to really carry into the 

season for whatever reason.” 

Given the struggles of Carson Fulmer, Reynaldo López and other pitchers in spring, a starting rotation 

that is last in the league in strikeouts and first in walks is disappointing, but not completely unexpected. 

But despite what Hahn viewed as an encouraging Cactus League, the White Sox have started the season 

third-worst in the American League in fielding percentage and they lead all of baseball in passed balls, 

among other less objective defensive struggles. 

Those kind of struggles are what the White Sox pride themselves on being able to eliminate through 

culture change and sweat equity, even during a stretch in which they expected to be outmanned. For 

those convinced this White Sox team has been substandard beyond struggles to miss bats or throw 

strikes, Hahn validated that perception. Ricky’s boys don’t quit, but the nights they haven’t executed 

haven’t gone unnoticed. 

“We know on a given night that we might be outmanned and that we might get beat,” Hahn said. “We’re 

prepared for that. We were very honest with ourselves about where we’re at in this cycle. It’s the nights 

where we seem to beat ourselves that are more disappointing and a little bit more difficult to stomach. 

“We all hate losing, but you lose a game like [Wednesday] and you look at it like, ‘You got beat, you got 

beat 3-2.’ The games in St. Louis, we got beat. There’s been a couple games mixed in here where it was 

like we didn’t give ourselves a chance or we beat ourselves and that’s very frustrating for the coaches 

and for [manager Rick Renteria] and for those of us in the front office. That’s a level of improvement 

where regardless of who is on the roster that we’re capable of seeing on a nightly basis.” 

All that said, any improvement looks like it’s going to have to mostly come from within in the near future. 

Yoán Moncada is back from injury, and Renteria is considering giving Yolmer Sánchez time in the outfield 

so he doesn’t have to sit one of his best hitters as often. Yet Eloy Jiménez looks bound to stop in Triple-A 

Charlotte first on his way to Chicago and neither he nor Michael Kopech figure to help over the next two 

months. 

Hahn shot down the notion of a veteran rental to improve the team in the short term, García is recovering 

slowly from his Grade 2 hamstring pull and is not headed to a rehab assignment soon, and with González 

still on the shelf, Carlos Rodón would likely only push aside Héctor Santiago in the rotation. The Sox are 

still committed to weathering through the struggles of Giolito and Fulmer in the majors, and in the rotation, 

at least for this year. 



“We’re in a situation now where we have some innings at the big league level to give guys opportunities 

to continue to start,” Hahn said. “How their performance plays out is going to be a factor. How the 

physical toll over the course of the season is going to be a factor. Improvement in terms of the areas we 

feel they need to fill in order to be mainstays in the rotation. A lot of bullpens are built by failed starters. 

“We have a few guys you wrote about over the week who are developed as relievers but for the most 
part your big league bullpen, most guys are guys that didn’t start or weren’t able to start all the way up 
the chain. At some point we’ll pivot some of these guys to it, but right now when we look at our system 
we see a lot of potential high-ceiling, potential front-end pitching talent. They’re going to continue to 
get a chance to start and ultimately the five best ones are going to be a part of the rotation up here.”

The world of the White Sox bullpen is wide enough for prospects Hamilton and Burr 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / May 17, 2018 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A White Sox fanbase that is wondering when the rebuild is going to come to the 
bullpen, and is unsatisfied with answers like “Zack Burdi is rehabbing” or “a lot of starter prospects are 
going to fail,” might take some heart in looking into the Double-A Birmingham bullpen. 
 
“Shit, probably everyone in that bullpen can close or has closed at one time,” Birmingham pitching coach 
Richard Dotson said. “But I know Rick Renteria this spring, and I loved it, he just really stressed it’s about 
getting outs. Whenever we bring you in the game, getting outs. 
 
“When they go to Chicago, they’re not going to be at the end of games right now. They’re going to be 
pitching the 10-0 games, the 7-1 games.” 
 
It’s from that bullpen where amorphous roles are being stressed that two former rival Pac-12 closers, and 
current roommates, are emerging as the top prospects: Ian Hamilton, formerly of Washington State, and 
Ryan Burr, formerly of Arizona State. 
 
Can they lead a White Sox bullpen revolution? Will the world know their names? Thankfully for the White 
Sox, this rivalry is friendly. 
 
Burr, a 2015 fifth-round pick acquired last season from the Diamondbacks for international bonus pool 
room, is the Sun Devils’ all-time leader in saves. He was the more accomplished college player, more 
touted prospect, and his team won more of their head-to-head matchups. But if the sight of Hamilton 
smoking the rest of the bullpen in a foot race along the Barons Field warning track by a full two steps is 
any indication, the balance of power has slightly tilted so far this year in the pair’s friendly competition. 
 
“He’s got me beat right now,” Burr said of his roommate. “He’s throwing the absolute crap out of the ball, 
so I’ve got some work to do. We play catch every day so he’s the guy I talk to about working on pitches. 
 
“For him right now he’s trying to get a little more backspin on his fastball, which is hard to believe because 
the kid throws a million, but just playing catch with him we just bounce ideas off each other.” 
 
Hamilton was an 11th round pick in 2016 after a junior year switch to the Washington State rotation 
produced underwhelming results. He has struck out 21 batters and allowed just one run on six hits in 14 
innings this season. He’s always thrown 95 mph or more with his fastball, but there’s a consistency with 
his location now that has made his unique hybrid slider pop. 
 
Where Burr was taught his slider by his college pitching coach Ken Knutson, now with the Cleveland 
Indians, Hamilton’s slider is born from his attempt to teach himself a changeup in high school, which has 
since morphed into something that he says either shows cutting and dropping action, or huge sweeping 
horizontal movement without warning. Efforts to teach it to others have failed. 
 



“I definitely don’t do it on purpose,” Hamilton said. “Sometimes it slips out of my hand a little bit, but most 
of the time it’s pretty consistent with where it’s going to go, just depends on how much movement it’s 
going to be.” 
 
The 6-foot Hamilton doesn’t possess ideal pitcher size, but it’s immediately clear looking at him that he 
should be a professional athlete. He played center field and catcher in high school, had to be talked out of 
walking on to the Washington State football team and laughs giddily at the idea of getting into a game as 
a pinch runner at some point down the road. The first instinct when someone is a super athlete isn’t to 
convert them into a short reliever, but now that Hamilton is one, it lends a lot of confidence to his ability to 
repeat his delivery. It’s all quite the flip from where he was when the Sox tried to promote him to Double-A 
last year. 
 
“He got hammered,” Dotson said. “I didn’t see him too many times [at Birmingham] when I was roving last 
year. I know what I’ve seen this year and it’s been really good. He’s been very consistent locating pitches, 
and his numbers show that. 
 
“He’s made a few adjustments. Last year he would slide step every pitch. Now he’ll come up, not a high 
leg kick, but more of a leg kick. You want them to be able to hold runners, but last year he did it every 
pitch and he didn’t have to.” 
 
Hamilton says the difference is primarily confidence and comfort at Double-A, and described the difficulty 
of getting promoted from Winston-Salem midseason and not knowing anyone on his new team. Which 
itself serves as a reminder that maintaining confidence is a constant issue for everyone, even guys who 
describe their pitching methodology as “just go at people,” and thinks closing, one of the most stressful 
jobs in sports is “pretty fun, honestly.” 
 
“From the first I did it, I loved it,” Hamilton said. “Way more exciting. It just feels more fun. It’s pitching with 
a purpose. Even if I were going in middle of the game or whatever, I would try to close out whatever 
inning I had. But pitching with a one-run lead or something like that, you’ve got to be on whatever time 
you’re in. No matter what, really, but in that situation to me, it’s more amplified.” 
 
Now, Hamilton has a best friend on the team in Burr, though when he first saw his former conference rival 
in his clubhouse, he was convinced he wasn’t going to like him very much. While Hamilton is fast and 
lean, the six-foot-four Burr has a more typical power reliever build, and aspires to mirror the mentality of 
an even burlier, more fictional reliever. 
 
“I try to be Kenny Powers on the mound,” Burr said. “He’s kind of a controversial guy, but on the mound I 
think his attitude is what you’ve got to be. You’ve got to go out there and think I’m the best guy to be in 
this position to be out here right now. I’ve been in spots where I couldn’t find a way to get an out for a 
week and you just lose your confidence and slowly it’s a snowball effect and you dig yourself a hole you 
can’t get out of. The Kenny Powers thing is that dude didn’t give a you know what about what was going 
on, he thought he was the best guy on the field. I think you’ve got to carry that with you.” 
 
Does Burr know that’s a TV character? Does it matter? 
 
Burr was certainly the Kenny Powers of A-ball last year, earning himself a midseason promotion from 
Low-A to High-A, and showing no sign of slowing after he was traded. All told, he put together a 1.65 ERA 
in 65 1/3 innings while striking out 88 batters with his fastball-slider combination. He describes the second 
half of last season as a magical stretch he’s still trying to recreate. 
 
Burr has a shiny 2.93 ERA in 15 1/3 innings to start this year in Birmingham, but has battled some control 
issues, striking out 12 and walking seven in the early going. Getting thrown into games everywhere 
between the second and eighth has pushed aside his hangups about being the big, bad closer all the 
time, and removed his ego about his friend Hamilton soaking up most of the Barons’ saves at the 
moment. He also is adjusting to incorporate the pitch data the White Sox are offering him, and abiding by 



their suggestion to go against old-school baseball orthodoxy by elevating his four-seam fastball to take 
advantage of its carry. 
 
“I’m here to help these guys win, but I’m also here to move up and help the big league team, and if I need 
to throw fastballs up more often, than that’s what I’m going to do,” Burr said. “I came into college with a 
big 12-to-6 curveball. With my arm action, it’s not really a true slider. Because I’m so over the top it’s hard 
for me to get horizontal or side-to-side movement, but I just learned this year that you don’t want that, you 
want that vertical stuff. It’s been a good pitch for me.” 
 
Despite the adjustments, and despite being in a place where he’s trying to remind himself to stick with 
what got him to Double-A, Burr reportedly hasn’t lost his closer demeanor. 
 
“He’s totally different people on and off the field,” Hamilton said. “Real nice guy in the clubhouse, and on 
the mound it’s like he’s going to take your lunch from you. He’s mean and it shows. He’s got good stuff 
too.” 
 
They’ll need to be able to switch into that killer mode, because with a dearth of stable options in the White 
Sox bullpen, or prospects above them, Hamilton and Burr could follow the Jace Fry/Aaron Bummer path 
and fly through the system to break into the big league bullpen. At that point, they’ll need to take their 
college closing experience, and like Dotson said, be ready to pitch in 10-0, and 7-1 games. It probably 
won’t be a problem, though. 
 
“Oh, they’ll get hyped up,” Dotson said. “It’s the big leagues.” 

 
Losing taking toll on Hahn, White Sox 
By Jay Cohen / Associated Press / May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf recently got a subscription to minor league baseball TV. 
That's how things are going for Chicago at the major league level. 
 
While Eloy Jimenez batters Double-A pitching and Michael Kopech throws his triple-digit fastball for 
Triple-A Charlotte, the White Sox are piling up losses at a rapid rate while almost assuredly barreling 
toward a sixth straight losing season. It's the worst run for the three-time World Series champions since 
they had a losing record for seven straight years from 1944-50. 
 
Chicago had dropped nine of 10 and 22 of 28 before rallying for a 4-2 victory over last-place Texas on 
Thursday night. The White Sox improved the majors' worst record to 11-29 in the worst 40-game start in 
franchise history. It was the first home win for the White Sox since May 3 and just the fourth in 19 games 
at Guaranteed Rate Field this season. 
 
While the future looks bright - Chicago's farm system is widely regarded as one of the best in the game - 
the present is a tough spot for the rebuilding White Sox, their front office and their 82-year-old owner. 
 
"It's hard, especially periods like this, it's hard for anyone who cares about the team, or any fan or any 
executive or player, whatever, when you're not performing," general manager Rick Hahn said, "but Jerry 
in particular has for 30-plus years committed himself to putting this organization in a position to win and 
win quickly. 
 
"So early on it was pretty clear it was going to be probably most difficult on him and as we lose, it's hard. 
It's hard on all of us, and it's hard on Jerry. At the same time, he remains committed to the long term." 
 
Reinsdorf also owns the NBA's Chicago Bulls, another franchise with a proud history working on a 
rebuilding project. He rarely grants interviews, but Hahn mentioned he recently got on MiLB.TV "at 
someone's encouraging," according to the GM. 
 



Now Reinsdorf can keep a closer watch on Jimenez, one of baseball's top hitting prospects. The 21-year-
old Jimenez is off to a terrific start with Birmingham, and Hahn hinted at a promotion to Triple-A for the 
slugger. 
 
"Without getting too specific, in general, the All-Star break of those seasons tends to be a normal time for 
a guy to make progress," he said. "Again, guys who are making big ballparks look small tend to 
accelerate that timeline on you. Nothing is currently imminent but it certainly is something we're 
discussing." 
 
Luis Robert, another touted slugger who sprained his left thumb during spring training, is hitting in cages 
and doing defensive drills at the team's facility in Arizona, Hahn said. The Cuban outfielder is expected to 
play in some extended spring training games by the end of the month and then join a minor league 
affiliate once extended is over. 
 
But Jimenez likely won't make it to the majors until the end of the season at the earliest and Robert is 
years away from Chicago. In the short term, the White Sox are looking forward to the return of outfielder 
Avisail Garcia and left-hander Carlos Rodon. 
 
Garcia, who is out with a strained right hamstring, did some fielding drills in the outfield before the game 
against the Rangers, but Hahn said he still feels the injury and the team plans to go slowly with him. 
Rodon had arthroscopic left shoulder surgery in September and is scheduled to pitch Saturday for Class 
A Kannapolis in his first rehab start with an affiliate. 
 
"Carlos at spring training you could see was different than he was a year ago, that he was feeling good, 
he was without restriction and he knew it was more just building back up," Hahn said before the victory 
over the Rangers. "Obviously it doesn't mean you're out of the woods until the guy's back at the big 
league level, but certainly he feels real good about where he's at and how this has progressed." 

 
Castillo helps White Sox rally past Rangers 4-2 
By Jay Cohen / Associated Press / May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Welington Castillo hit a tiebreaking two-run single in Chicago's four-run eighth, helping the 
White Sox beat the Texas Rangers 4-2 on Thursday night in the opener of a four-game series between 
two of the worst teams in the AL. 
 
Yoan Moncada sparked the winning rally with a ground-rule double after Jose Leclerc (1-1) retired the 
first two batters of the inning. Moncada advanced on a passed ball and scored when Leclerc committed a 
throwing error on Yolmer Sanchez's tapper back to the mound. 
 
The White Sox then used three consecutive walks to tie it at 2 before Rangers manager Jeff Banister 
pulled Leclerc in favor of Kevin Jepsen. One of the walks was intentional, but there were some close calls 
along the way and Banister was thrown out by plate umpire Paul Nauert after he made the pitching 
change. 
 
Castillo greeted Jepsen with a single that dropped in front of diving center fielder Delino DeShields, 
driving in Jose Abreu and Nicky Delmonico. 
 
Moncada finished with three hits for Chicago, which had lost nine of 10. The White Sox improved the 
majors' worst record to 11-29, still a franchise record for worst 40-game start. 
 
Luis Avilan (1-0) got two outs for the win and Nate Jones worked the ninth for his second save. The 
Rangers put runners on second and third with one out, but Ronald Guzman grounded out and DeShields 
struck out to end the game. 
 
It was Chicago's fourth win in 19 home games this season. 
 



Texas (17-28) wasted a terrific start by Doug Fister, who stepped in for Cole Hamels and pitched seven 
sparkling innings. Shin-Soo Choo had two hits, drove in a run and scored. 
 
Hamels was scratched after he woke up Wednesday with a stiff neck, prompting Banister to move Fister 
up a day to pitch on regular rest. The veteran right-hander showed no signs of any trouble with the 
change, surrendering six hits. 
 
James Shields set season highs with eight strikeouts and 7 1/3 innings for Chicago, but remains winless 
in nine appearances since he beat Kansas City on opening day on March 29. The right-hander allowed 
one run and three hits. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
 
Rangers: SS Elvis Andrus played catch for the first time since he broke his right elbow last month. He 
also ran and took ground balls. "It was a test to see if I feel any vibration," Andrus said. "I'm really glad I 
didn't feel anything. Everything feels good." Andrus said he could be cleared to swing next week. 
 
White Sox: RHP Miguel Gonzalez (rotator cuff inflammation) got a PRP injection this week. "As a result 
he's no-throwing right now for 10 to 14 days and then we'll reassess," general manager Rick Hahn said. 
... LHP Carlos Rodon (arthroscopic left shoulder surgery) is scheduled to pitch Saturday for Class A 
Kannapolis in his first rehab start with an affiliate. Hahn said he will work about five innings. ... OF Avisail 
Garcia (strained right hamstring) did some fielding drills in the outfield before the game, but Hahn said he 
still feels the injury and the team plans to go slowly with him. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
White Sox right-hander Carson Fulmer (2-3, 6.23 ERA) pitches Friday for the first time since he lasted just 
1 2/3 innings in an 11-2 loss to the Cubs a week ago. Asked about his starter after Fister moved up a day, 
Banister mentioned Hamels, Matt Moore and Austin Bibens-Dirkx at Triple-A Round Rock. But Hamels 
said he thinks he will need more time for his neck to loosen up. 

 
 

 

 

 


