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Chicago Tribune 
Cardinals acquire Cubs nemesis Paul Goldschmidt from Diamondbacks 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After the Cubs blew a five-game lead and lost the National League Central title to the Brewers, another 
team looms as a big threat in the division. 
 
The rival Cardinals enhanced their chances Wednesday by acquiring longtime Cubs nemesis Paul 
Goldschmidt from the Diamondbacks in a trade for pitcher Luke Weaver, catcher Carson Kelly, infielder 
Andrew Young and a 2019 competitive-balance Round B draft pick. 
 
Goldschmidt, 31, a six-time NL All-Star first baseman, is in the final year of a multiyear contract. The 
trade from the NL West to the Central means he’ll face the Cubs up to 19 times instead of six or seven. 
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In 43 career games against the Cubs, Goldschmidt is hitting .353 with 14 home runs, 39 RBIs, a .471 on-
base percentage and a 1.170 OPS. At Wrigley Field, he has a .337 batting average with five home runs, 
17 RBIs and a 1.011 OPS. 
 
Wrigley was the site of one of Goldschmidt’s greatest games on Aug. 3, 2017. He went 3-for-4 with three 
home runs and six RBIs in a 10-8 Diamondbacks win. He homered twice off left-hander Jose Quintana 
before smacking a tiebreaking homer off closer Wade Davis in the ninth. 
 
In eight major-league seasons, Goldschmidt is a .297 hitter with a .930 OPS and has topped 30 home 
runs four times. He was runner-up for the NL MVP award in 2013 and 2015 and finished third in 2017. 
 
With the addition of Goldschmidt, Matt Carpenter — coming off a 36-homer season — will move from 
first to third base. The Cardinals hope to sign Goldschmidt to a long-term contract after the 
Diamondbacks failed to reach an agreement on an extension and resorted to trading him. 
 
The Cardinals are loaded with young starting pitching, and the Diamondbacks had hoped to land Jack 
Flaherty in the trade. Flaherty struck out 182 in 151 innings while posting a 3.34 ERA in 28 starts in his 
first full major-league season. 
 
But the Diamondbacks settled on Weaver, a first-round pick in 2014 out of Florida State. Weaver, 25, 
was 7-11 with a 4.95 ERA and 121 strikeouts in 136 1/3 innings in 2018. 
 
Kelly’s development at catcher was blocked by perennial All-Star Yadier Molina. Kelly, 24, has been 
limited to 63 major-league games over the last three seasons. 
 
Young, 24, batted a combined .289 with 21 home runs and 58 RBIs at Class A Palm Beach and Double-A 
Springfield. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Sammy Sosa wants Cubs to win World Series despite strained relationship: TMZ 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
Sammy Sosa is seemingly still a Cubs fan despite having a strained relationship with his former team’s 
ownership. 
 
Earlier this week, Sosa hinted he still follows the Cubs and told TMZ he hopes they can add another ring 
to their collection next season. 
 
“Chicago, they’ve been playing for the last few years very, very nice,” Sosa said when asked his thought 
on the team trading Tommy La Stella. “So I have to give that to Chicago, and I hope they continue to play 
like that and I hope next year they can go to the World Series.” 
 
Sosa has made it clear that he wants to be part of the Cubs’ family, but the feeling hasn’t been mutual. 
 
In 2017, Sosa told blogger and former Cubs front-office official Chuck Wasserstrom that he’d love to 
return to Wrigley Field but is too prideful to ask for an invite. 
 
Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts said earlier this year at Cubs Convention Sosa owes him and the fans “a 
little bit of honesty” if he wishes to be welcomed back to the organization. In short, Ricketts wants the 



 
franchise’s all-time home-run leader to put everything on the table regarding his alleged use of 
performance-enhancing drugs, a stance Ricketts has maintained since the issue first arose. 
 
Sosa, who spent 13 of his 18 major-league seasons with the Cubs, has always denied using steroids, 
despite reports that he failed a drug test in 2003. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Inbox: Do Cubs need a primary leadoff bat? 
By Jordan Bastian 
 
I think the Cubs need a permanent leadoff hitter. I feel this is something that's been lacking since Dexter 
Fowler left for St. Louis. 
-- Dustin R., Little Chute, Wisc. 
 
A lot of fans have written in about the need for a prototypical leadoff man, but it seems like much of 
that feeling might be lingering due to the disfunction at the top of the order in 2017. There is also the 
backdrop of the lineup's second-half slide last season, but there is nothing to indicate that the 
tablesetter was at the root of the offensive troubles. 
 
Overall last season, the Cubs had four players with at least 130 plate appearances out of the No. 1 spot, 
and they were all productive. Let's take a look at that group. 
 
Albert Almora Jr.: .797 OPS, 117 wRC+ (213 plate appearances) 
Ben Zobrist: .810 OPS, 121 wRC+ (140 PAs) 
Anthony Rizzo: .979 OPS, 161 wRC+ (138 PAs) 
Daniel Murphy: .840 OPS, 125 wRC+ (130 PAs) 
 
The Cubs produced a .302/.366/.454 slash line with a 121 wRC+ and the Majors' fourth-highest OPS 
(.819) out of the leadoff spot in 2018. Now, obviously, Murphy is a free agent, and Rizzo is better served 
in the meat of the order, but Chicago made it work with Almora and Zobrist handling the bulk of the 
duties. And while the lineup cratered in the second half, the leadoff spot produced a .307/.371/.479 
slash line. 
 
So although having a true leadoff man is an ideal scenario, it's not always a necessary one. That said, the 
Cubs cycled through different hitters at the top in 2017 -- including experimenting with Kyle Schwarber 
(83 wRC+ in the No. 1 hole in '17) -- and managed a .745 OPS and 94 wRC+ as a team. One year earlier, 
Fowler handled 546 PAs as the leadoff man, powering a 123 wRC+ showing overall for the team in that 
role. 
 
The real issue for the Cubs' offense in '18 wasn't the leadoff man -- or lack of a primary leadoff man -- 
but down years from a handful of key players. Chicago needs Kris Bryant to be healthy and for its other 
in-house options to figure out what went wrong and correct it. The team could also shake things up this 
winter with a key offensive addition (this is where I'm supposed to mention Bryce Harper, right?). 
 
Why would the Cubs trade for utility infielder Ronald Torreyes only to non-tender him two days later? 
I'm having trouble seeing the logic behind this. 
-- Tim M., Chicago 
 



 
I wrote about that topic on Monday, but it's worth quickly going over again. Think of the Torreyes 
acquisition (on Nov. 28) as a no-risk way to initiate a dialogue with the player. The Cubs were able to 
discuss a contract with the utility infielder, while also monitor which other players were non-tendered 
around MLB on Friday. They did not reach a deal with Torreyes -- maybe Chicago is more interested in a 
Minor League contract with a spring invite -- so he was non-tendered and became a free agent. Now, he 
can explore his options with the knowledge that Chicago still has interest in re-signing him. The Cubs are 
in the market for a utility infielder and being able to handle shortstop would be preferred. Torreyes fits 
that description. 
 
Noting his productivity and positive clubhouse contribution, do you think the Cubs should offer Murphy 
a new contract? I realize that may create a logjam for playing time at second, but it would give the Cubs 
breathing room to trade Addison Russell for a bat. 
-- K. Green, Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Since the Cubs tendered Russell a contract, the plan appears to be keeping him at shortstop with Javier 
Baez at second base. The catch there is Russell isn't eligible until May 3 due to his suspension, so 
Chicago may start with Baez at short and go with a monthlong fix at second. Had the Cubs non-tendered 
Russell, it would've made a lot of sense to go after Murphy or another free agent like DJ LeMahieu. Now, 
I'm not so sure. There is still the chance Chicago could look into trading Russell. Barring a move to open 
more at-bats up the middle, it seems like the team is content with its current setup. 
 
Can Russell participate in Spring Training next year? 
-- Wayne R., Huntington Beach, Calif. 
 
Yes, Russell will be able to take part in the preseason practices and games. But, once it comes time to 
set the Opening Day roster, the shortstop will begin the season on Major League Baseball's restricted 
list. 
 
I've read a couple places that a piece on the Cubs' wish list for this offseason is a veteran backup 
catcher. Would there be any reason that Victor Caratini won't earn the spot for the backup catcher? It 
seems like going back to Triple-A wouldn't benefit him much. Caratini also seemed to work really well 
with Cole Hamels last year. 
-- Evan J., Chicago 
 
Caratini is very much in the mix for the backup-catching job. One priority for this offseason for the Cubs, 
though, is to inject another veteran voice into the clubhouse. A veteran backup catcher is one way to 
potentially address that goal. But, the Cubs could also explore other veterans on the open market to fill 
that role, whether it's an outfielder, infielder or reliever. For example, having covered Andrew Miller in 
Cleveland, I can attest that he not only would boost the Cubs' bullpen, but would be a great clubhouse 
leader. 
 
I keep hearing that the Cubs should pursue backup catching, bullpen help and a middle-infield addition. 
The No. 1 need on this team is a leadoff hitter who can play center field. A.J. Pollock should be the 
player the Cubs should be attempting to sign. They missed on Lorenzo Cain last winter, look what he did 
for the Brewers. Fix the outfield. Sign Pollock! 
-- Mike, Plainfield, Ill. 
 
I like Pollock, but you've probably also heard that the Cubs' current payroll situation may not make a 
large-money signing realistic. Pollock will probably look for a deal in the neighborhood of what Fowler 
got with the Cardinals (five years, $82.5 million) and what Cain received from the Brewers (five years, 
$80 million). We won't even get into Harper's asking price. I wouldn't put anything past Theo Epstein 



 
and Co., but it sure looks like the Cubs will need to move salary before even considering a blockbuster 
free agent. 
 
I was wondering why the Cubs let Jesse Chavez sign with the Rangers without offering him a contract. 
He pitched out of so many difficult situations last season. 
-- Athanasia P., Chicago 
 
The Cubs did reportedly offer a contract to Chavez, but he took the two-year, $8 million deal offered by 
the Rangers. That right there might give you a glimpse into the state of Chicago's current financial 
landscape. I wouldn't expect this to be a quiet offseason for the Cubs when it's all said and done, but it 
seems like something has to give with the current roster to make the kind of splash that fans are hoping 
to see. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs might have to get creative without budget for a winter meetings splash  
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- What happens when you don't have the money to fix something that's broken? Sometimes 
the answer is to find a creative solution instead. That's seemingly what the Chicago Cubs' front office is 
facing this winter as it attempts to improve its club without spending gobs of money on free agents. 
 
As is, its payroll commitments for 2019 buck right up against the luxury-tax threshold, so the notion of 
spending on Bryce Harper -- a name Cubs fans have been salivating over since the day they realized he 
and third baseman Kris Bryant were friendly -- seems far-fetched. It wouldn't be if the team was willing 
to blow past the tax thresholds and commit to having one of the top two or three payrolls in baseball. 
That doesn't sound like a possibility right now. 
 
"We're not ruling anybody out, but it's important to have some perspective too," president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein said last month. "Like every other team, we're going to have our budgets, not 
set artificially at all, but set as a result of looking at revenues and looking at expenses and doing 
everything we can to put a winning team on the field for the fans." 
 
Epstein sounds like he's trying to balance his household budget and might have to cut back on the 
gourmet coffee. Agents who have spoken with the Cubs confirm their reluctance to spend big, which 
means the team might have an offseason that is more creative than impactful. To Epstein's credit, he 
puts the blame squarely on his own shoulders because he's right about one thing: A $200 million-plus 
payroll should be more than enough to win. 
 
"We've had a top-six payroll each of the last three seasons," he said. "We certainly expect to have 
another top-six payroll this season. And going forward. That investment by the club, by ownership, has 
been everything we could ask for. It's been enough to win more games than any other team the last four 
years. It's more than enough money to win. 
 
"Some offseasons are more challenging than others. If that means anything, it means I need to do my 
job better. And that we need to do our job better as a baseball operation to continue to put a top-level 
team on the field and feel secure in that for years to come." 
 
There's little to argue with there, but the fact is the Cubs are in their window for winning now. Frankly, 
the team won the World Series in 2016 with a less-than-bulky payroll considering almost the entire 



 
position-player base was made up of pre-arbitration-eligible players. Now it's the opposite. It's called 
the cost of winning. 
 
"And on top of that [increased payroll] this is an ownership group that's poured in $750 million of 
private investment to fix Wrigley Field," Epstein continued. "I appreciate and understand the desire for 
more every winter. That's part of the fun of the hot stove, and we should do everything we can to make 
this team better and there are some great names out there." 
 
Of course, he means everything they can do short of outspending everyone else in the game. Cubs 
ownership didn't respond to an email about the team's payroll, but the question still stands: Why can't a 
team worth nearly $3 billion have the highest payroll in the game, if not for just a season or two? 
 
"When you look at the Ricketts [family] track record with their investment in the club, the top-six 
payrolls, their investment in Wrigley Field, I think we should all feel great with the ownership group that 
we have," Epstein said. 
 
Of course, Chicago should feel good about ownership. It brought the city a World Series winner after a 
108-year drought. Time has moved on and the Cubs have the talent to compete for another one, but are 
also in an ultra-competitive NL Central that just got even tougher with the Cardinals pulling off a 
blockbuster deal to land Paul Goldschmidt. Now Cubs fans are hungry for a move or two that could put 
their own team over the top. 
 
Could lack of funds be a blessing? 
 
The theme of the Cubs' offseason heading into next week's winter meetings is fixing an offense that 
seemingly "broke" in the second half of the season. 
 
"If you look back at the first half of the season, we led the league in runs scored, we led the league in 
OPS, we led the league in virtually every significant offensive category," Epstein said. "We were cruising. 
We felt really good offensively. And then in the second half, things were dramatically different, 
culminating in what happened down the stretch. ... We stopped walking, we stopped hitting home runs, 
we stopped hitting the ball in the air and we stopped being productive." 
 
Former hitting coach Chili Davis was the scapegoat for those second-half woes, as he lost his job one 
year after the Cubs hired him to replace John Mallee. Those coaching decisions underline the confusion 
the team is facing with its young core of hitters who already have won a World Series. 
 
In fact, what happened in the latter months of 2018 doesn't make much sense. Davis didn't mesh well 
with Cubs hitters from the start, yet the team performed well in April, May and June. Perhaps the more 
his message sunk in, the less the Cubs produced, but imagine if the results were reversed. What if the 
Cubs stunk at the plate in the first half and were great in the second half? How different would their 
game plan look right now? 
 
Baseball can be fluky and there are crazier things in the game than an entire team slumping at the plate 
for one half of one season. Turning over an entire roster isn't realistic, and perhaps in this case, it's not 
necessary. The team admits it was trying to make a few tweaks it hoped would be finishing touches on 
some hitters, but now it may get back to emphasizing its core beliefs. It's hard to find a perfect offense 
in the National League -- the Cubs will take a competent one right now. Maybe they can have one with 
their current players, combined with a renewed focus after an embarrassing end to last season. 
 
Where do they go from here? 



 
 
Industry sources say the Cubs haven't exactly given up on free agency, but their moves so far have been 
more of the cost-cutting nature. They saved a few dollars in trading pinch hitter Tommy La Stella to the 
Angels and perhaps saved a few more when they couldn't come to terms with recently acquired 
infielder Ronald Torreyes. The Cubs also didn't re-sign valuable reliever Jesse Chavez, saving money 
there as well. They did spend on keeping their own, most notably pitcher Cole Hamels. And they have 
checked in on some free-agent relievers, such as lefty Zach Britton. 
 
But what was once thought could be an offseason with big moves is now likely to be marked by 
creativity more than anything else. The creativity would come via the trade market, as the team is ready 
to break up its major league core -- if the right deal comes along. 
 
"We have a lot of moving parts, we have an open mind and we have a desire to get better, so I'm not 
ruling anything in or anything out," Epstein said. 
 
But so far, the Cubs have been on the outside looking in as other teams have made significant deals. The 
2016 world champs didn't take advantage of the Seattle Mariners' fire sale, though infielder Jean Segura 
could have fit in nicely while allowing them to move on from suspended shortstop Addison Russell. If the 
cost of picking up Segura's contract wasn't what prevented the Cubs from being in the mix, then it was 
the state of their farm system. 
 
In any case, the Cubs would be more likely to strike a deal with a club willing to take on major league 
contracts, such as those of Kyle Schwarber, Ian Happ, Albert Almora Jr., Willson Contreras, Victor 
Caratini and, yes, perhaps even Bryant, whose name has come up with other teams. The catching 
market is flooded right now, so a deal there seems remote, and one involving Bryant would make much 
more sense as he gets closer to free agency in a couple of seasons. But not exploring every avenue to 
get better on offense would be negligent on the Cubs' part. It's all in an effort to find that rhythm again, 
the one that took the team to three straight NL Championship Series. 
 
And if some of the cost-cutting moves lead to signing a second-tier free agent, then former Cub DJ 
LeMahieu would make sense despite some down numbers in 2018. He routinely makes contact, which is 
what the Cubs need instead of attempting to change the fundamentals of their sluggers. One thing is for 
sure, Epstein & Co. won't stand for another finish like the one they just experienced. That's something 
everyone can agree on. 
 
"I've never been part of this offensively and I never want to be again," Epstein said after the season. 
"We have to be an offensive force. We should be with the talent on our roster." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
As Cubs search for bullpen help, how much should they weigh closing experience? 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs undoubtedly will add options to their bullpen this winter, but in what form remains to be seen. 
 
Will they acquire a high-leverage left-hander or continue to fill in the roster with veterans and unproven 
young southpaws and hope lightning strikes? Will they add more guys capable of throwing multiple 
innings per outing? Do they need to add another pitcher with closing experience? 
 
Let's tackle that last question. 



 
 
The Cubs signed Brandon Morrow during the MLB Winter Meetings last year and tabbed him as the 
closer assuming no other deals with Wade Davis or another stopper came to fruition. 
 
Obviously no other deal came about, with Morrow and Steve Cishek serving as the top bullpen additions 
last winter. The Morrow Experience got off to a great start as he went 7-for-7 in save opportunities and 
didn't give up a run until May 5. 
 
But then disaster struck — first in the form of a bad pants-taking-off experience in mid-June and then a 
bone bruise in his forearm in mid-July. The end result was Morrow missed the entire second half of the 
season, only throwing off a mound twice before being shut down in September. 
 
Pedro Strop stepped in at closer and did a fantastic job...before he, too, went down with an injury in 
mid-September. 
 
That left Joe Maddon to piece together a closer on a daily basis from Cishek (who seemingly ran into a 
wall in the season's final month from overuse), Justin Wilson and Jesse Chavez. Heck, even Randy 
Rosario (Sept. 13) and Jorge De La Rosa (Sept. 14) picked up saves in that span. 
 
Morrow and Strop are in line to be 100 percent healthy by spring training and Cishek is well rested, but 
Chavez is gone and Wilson is expected to sign elsewhere this winter. 
 
The Cubs have tabbed Carl Edwards Jr. as a future closer, but he needs to rebound from his most recent 
late-season fade and prove he can be a consistent, dominant force for a full season before jumping into 
that role. 
 
Theo Epstein historically does not hand out megadeals to closers, understanding the volatility of 
relievers and how risky it is to sink so much of a team's payroll into a guy whose performance can 
fluctuate wildly from year-to-year and who will only throw 60-70 innings a season even in a best case 
scenario. That stands to reason this winter more than any other given the financial constraints the Cubs 
are working under. 
 
So does that take the Cubs out on free agent pitchers like Craig Kimbrel, Cody Allen, Andrew Miller, 
Adam Ottavino and Zach Britton? 
 
"Just weight all the alternatives," Epstein said last month. "I do believe getting those last outs can be a 
little bit more challenging than getting the other outs, so it's not just any job. But I'm a lot more 
concerned with just like the overall [bullpen]. The way we look at it is I want as many really talented 
options as we can in the 'pen. That's what we ask ourselves more than do we have a 'closer'? 
 
"...I just want to make sure we have a really talented 'pen with lots of different options and see how 
thinsg shake out. I don't think given our other needs, given our roster and payroll situation now and 
going forward that investing long-term at closer at big money is really high up our priority list right now. 
But stranger things have happened. I think we have some other areas to address." 
 
The Cubs took that same approach to building the bullpen the last two winters, opening the season with 
at least 5 arms they felt could be "even or ahead" guys - pitchers who can come in and get outs in high-
leverage spots. 
 
The Cubs would ideally add to their current stable of "even or ahead guys" — Morrow, Strop, Edwards, 
Cishek, Mike Montgomery (if he's not needed in the rotation) — but considering they are already 



 
projected to eclipse the $206 million luxury tax threshold even before any other signings or deals this 
winter, it'd be hard to see Epstein and Co. out-bid the rest of the market. 
 
There are other guys on the open market with closing experience who probably won't break the bank 
this winter (Greg Holland, Ryan Madson, A.J. Ramos, Joakim Soria, etc.), but it's a matter of whether the 
Cubs feel those guys can become reliable pieces in the 2019 bullpen. 
 
The issue hasn't been a lack of talent on the Opening Day roster, but rather injuries and late-season 
slumps. Edwards isn't the only Cubs reliever who has run into a wall in August or September. 
 
However, the key may not lie in the season's final months, but rather in April and May, when the Cubs' 
top bullpen arms are being utilized early and often. 
 
"We have to provide that depth," GM Jed Hoyer said. "It's hard. If the same guys are pitching in every 
close game, you're gonna wear them out. We have to have a deep enough bullpen where Joe has more 
options. When you're a good team — and we're a good team — you play a lot of close games. You win a 
lot of close games and the games you don't win are usually close and that wears down your bullpen. 
 
"It's easier to protect your relievers if you're getting blown out every fourth or fifth day. When you're 
playing games that are in the margins all the time, it's hard. So going in, the only thing you can do is have 
depth." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cardinals close gap in NL Central, acquire six-time All-Star Paul Goldschmidt from Diamondbacks  
By Tim Stebbins 
 
The Cardinals have not made the postseason since their 100-win season in 2015. Wednesday, they made 
a huge splash to close the gap between themselves, the Brewers and Cubs. 
 
St. Louis acquired six-time All-Star and notorious Cubs killer Paul Goldschmidt from the Diamondbacks. 
In return for Goldschmidt, the Diamondbacks acquired Luke Weaver, Carson Kelly, Andrew Young and a 
2019 draft pick. 
 
Goldschmidt, 31, is a career .297 hitter with a .930 OPS. He has hit at least 20 home runs in six of his 
eight career seasons and has hit at least 30 home runs four times. While he has not won the MVP 
Award, Goldschmidt has finished in the top-three in voting three times —  2013, 2015 and 2017.  
 
Goldschmidt is also a three-time Gold Glove Award winner (2013, 2015, 2017) and four-time Silver 
Slugger Award winner (2013, 2015, 2017-18). With all due respect to Freddie Freeman, the Cardinals 
acquisition of Goldschmidt puts three of baseball's best first basemen — with Anthony Rizzo and Joey 
Votto — in the NL Central Divison. 
 
The Cardinals drafted Kelly, 24, in the second round of the 2012 MLB Draft. He has hit just .154 in 63 
career MLB games, though the sample size (117 at-bats) is too small to make any declarations about his 
future.  
 
Kelly won an MiLB Gold Glove with Single-A Palm Beach in 2015, but he was blocked on the Cardinals' 
depth chart by nine-time Gold Glove Award winner Yadier Molina.  
 



 
The 36-year-old Molina is only signed through 2020, but the Cardinals have more catching depth in the 
minor leagues. Catcher Andrew Knizner, 23, is St. Louis' No. 5 prospect, according to MLB.com, and is 
projected to make his MLB debut in 2019. 
 
Weaver, 25, is a starting pitcher who was the Cardinals' first round draft pick in 2014. Since making his 
MLB debut in 2016, he has appeared in 52 games (43 starts), holding a career 4.79 ERA. However, his 
ERA jumped from 3.88 in 2017 (13 games/10 starts) to 4.95 in 2018 (30 games/25 starts). 
 
Young, 24, has yet to make his big league debut since the Cardinals drafted him in the 37th round in 
2016. The second baseman is a career .281 hitter in 289 minor league games. 
 
While Goldschmidt's accolades are all impressive, what he has done against the Cubs and Brewers surely 
will cause headaches for the two teams and their fans. 
 
In 43 career games against the Cubs, Goldschmidt holds a .353 batting average, 1.170 OPS and has hit 14 
home runs, 39 RBIs. He has wrecked an equal amount of havoc on the Brewers, hitting .366 batting 
average with a 1.130 OPS, 10 home runs and 32 RBIs.  
 
Interestingly enough, Goldschmidt's career numbers in those categories against the Cardinals are all 
lower than they are against the Cubs and Brewers, respectively.  
 
While one player does not necessarily swing the power in the division, it surely closes the talent gap. 
The Cardinals won 88 games without Goldschmidt and his 5.1 fWAR in 2018; adding him will certainly 
improve their offense, which tied for 10th in baseball in runs scored (759) and home runs (205) in 2018. 
 
Overall, you'd think that Goldschmidt would have one of MLB's most lucrative contracts based on his 
accolades. But like Rizzo, he has one of the most team-friendly deals for a player of his magnitude. 
 
Goldschmidt signed a five-year, $32 million contract with the Diamondbacks in March 2013. He will 
make just $14.5 million in 2019 before hitting free agency next offseason, meaning the Cardinals gave 
up two valuable, young assets in Kelly and Weaver for possibly just one year of control of Goldschmidt. 
 
This is not to say that the Cardinals cannot or will not re-sign Goldschmidt before he hits free agency. 
However, it's clear that they are going all in on the 2019 season by acquiring a known-commodity in 
him. 
 
In no ways is that meant to be a slight against Weaver or Kelly. Both players could very well could turn 
into two great MLB players, of course.  
 
After failing to make the playoffs in three-consecutive seasons, though, the Cardinals had to make some 
sort of move. What better move to make than getting arguably the best first baseman in baseball? 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
No-Fun Nine: A team of recent Cub tormentors  
By Chris Kamka 
 
Great… Paul Goldschmidt is headed to St. Louis. The 88-win Cardinals added an MVP-caliber first 
baseman. It’s a well-known fact that he has a steady appetite for Cubs pitching. To make matters worse, 
I’m here today to present an entire team of “Cub Killers” – one at each position (two starting pitchers) 



 
that has consistently made life miserable for the Wrigley faithful. I limited the list to those who played 
the majority of their careers from 1990 on. In an excuse to include Daniel Murphy (*spoiler*), I included 
playoff games in the “Career vs Cubs” totals for each player. Here’s the team: 
 
Catcher 
 
Mike Lieberthal 
 
60 games, .309/.361/.512, 7 HR, 32 RBI 
 
I went with Lieberthal because picking Yadier Molina (.297/.361/.430, 16 HR, 103 RBI in 209 games) 
would be so cliché. 
 
First Base 
 
Paul Goldschmidt 
 
43 games, .353/.471/.699, 14 HR, 39 RBI 
 
You could argue Mark McGwire was a little better (.272/.453/.832, 23 HR, 41 RBI in 42 games), but 
Goldschmidt was the driving force behind this piece of #content so it would be silly of me not to choose 
him. Also good: Albert Pujols (.297/.399/.613, 56 HR, 144 RBI in 182 games). 
 
Second Base 
 
Daniel Murphy 
 
64 games, .331/.375/.595, 14 HR, 30 RBI 
 
Beat ‘em then join ‘em I guess…  This includes a .361/.425/.833 with 5 HR & 8 RBI in 9 postseason 
games. 
 
Shortstop 
 
Jeff Blauser 
 
78 games, .351/.413/.611, 15 HR, 48 RBI 
 
In his career he hit .257/.350/.393 (regular season) against everyone else. Blauser is the one player on 
this team whose career started prior to 1990 (1987). 
 
Third Base 
 
Nolan Arenado 
 
39 games, .305/.347/.591, 11 HR, 39 RBI 
 
Had this been an all-time list, it could have been Goldschmidt & Mikeschmidt on the infield corners. But 
it isn’t, so Arenado is the guy. 
 
Leftfield 



 
 
Ryan Braun 
 
172 games, .317/.394/.557, 35 HR, 125 RBI 
 
I bet you’re booing as you read this. 
 
Centerfield 
 
Carl Everett 
 
44 games, .369/.421/.671, 10 HR, 41 RBI 
 
That’s right.  Carl Everett [insert dinosaur joke here]. 
 
Rightfield 
 
Bobby Abreu 
 
66 games, .323/.432/.638, 16 HR, 57 RBI 
 
One of the under-the-radar greats of his time. Did you know he’s one of only 5 players ever with 250 HR, 
400 SB & 1,000 Walks? The other four are either in the Hall of Fame or named Barry Bonds. 
 
Starting Pitcher 
 
Randy Johnson 
 
15 games/14 starts, 13-0, 1.91 ERA in 103.2 IP, 143 K, 0.984 WHIP 
 
He had 10+ strikeouts in 10 of his 14 starts against the Cubs. His team was 14-0 in the 14 games he 
started… 0-1 in the game he relieved. 
 
Starting Pitcher 
 
Cole Hamels 
 
9 games/9 starts, 5-1, 1.74 ERA in 62.0 IP 
 
9 starts… 8 quality starts (including one that ruined the day of @CubsNoHitStreak)… and one start where 
he allowed 9 runs. 
 
Reliever 
 
Billy Wagner 
 
48 games, 1.47 ERA in 55.0 IP, 64 K, 0.836 WHIP 
 
Billy Wagner had 1,196 strikeouts and 601 hits allowed in his career. He just might be the second best 
reliever of all time, behind Mariano. 
 



 
-- 
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