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“Smith, Robertson recall caring, witty Webb” … Scott Merkin, MLB.com 
“The good, the bad ... and the Giants: Ranking all 30 teams based on their 2017 goals” … Sam Miller, ESPN.com 

Smith, Robertson recall caring, witty Webb 
Close friends, former teammates remember late Sox reliever as passionate, impactful person 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 8, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- Kevan Smith and Daniel Webb's regular hunting and fishing trip to Montana, which they had enjoyed since 
they became friends and teammates in the White Sox organization, was scheduled for Monday, Oct. 16. 
 
That journey lined up two days after the 28-year-old Webb, and his wife, Melissa, celebrated marital bliss with numerous 
friends and family members during a party at their ranch in Waverly, Tenn. Their infant daughter was one of the honored 
guests. 
 
"I tell everybody he was as about as happy, the happiest I've ever seen him," Smith said. "He was married, he had a little 
girl. He built his dream pad here. 
 
"There wasn't a worry in his mind. So that's why it's comforting to know that he was in a good spot. He was with his 
friends and family that all loved him." 
 
Webb's life came to a tragic end on that same Saturday evening when he was killed during an all-terrain-vehicle accident. 
His wife suffered a broken collarbone in the accident, and two others were also injured. 
 
Tributes from friends who played with Webb came across social media shortly after news of his passing. Reliever Nate 
Jones released a statement through the White Sox. 
 
Smith, a catcher who first got to know Webb as his batterymate with Class A Kannapolis in 2012, referred to Webb as his 
brother. David Robertson, who pitched with Webb from 2015-16, said Webb had an aura about him and was "just a fun, 
likeable guy." 
 
"I remember him always smiling, always had a good little funny comment in a conversation," Robertson said. "He was 
always a guy you wanted to sit next to in the bullpen and on the bus. Just a great guy. He revolved around the outdoors, 
and that's pretty much how I was raised. We got along really well." 
 
Through David and Erin Robertson's High Socks for Hope charitable foundation, a memorial fundraiser has been set up to 
honor Daniel and help his family with some of the unplanned expenses coming from his tragic passing. All donations are 
tax deductible and 100 percent of the proceeds will be given to Daniel's wife, according to the foundation's website, 
www.highsocksforhope.com, where donations can be made directly. 
 
In 94 games over parts of four seasons with the White Sox, Webb posted a 4.50 ERA. He missed the entire 2017 season 
after undergoing Tommy John surgery on June 10, 2016, but Smith said Webb was planning a comeback and raved 
about his surgically repaired arm. 
 
The wedding party began early that Saturday afternoon, and around 8 p.m., Webb decided to travel to a spot on his 
property where he could really see the stars. The fatal accident happened on their return, via a trail Smith guessed Webb 
drove thousands of times. 
 
"He was so witty," said Smith of Webb, who also was survived by his 6-year-old daughter. "He cared very much about 
what he loved and the people he hung around with. You can just see the support and the people that have reached out in 
help and with what they have sent or their words, it shows the impact he truly left on everybody. 
 



"People locked in on him, and the guy could tell stories with the best of them. He sucked in the whole room whenever he 
started telling a story. He would be the last one at the restaurant. We always joke about it. 'One more,' he always said. He 
never wanted to leave."

 
The good, the bad ... and the Giants: Ranking all 30 teams based on their 2017 goals 
By Sam Miller / ESPN.com | Nov. 7, 2017  
 
While it's true 29 of 30 major league teams failed to win the World Series this year, it's not true 29 teams had 
unsuccessful seasons. If that were true, almost everybody -- teams, players, fans -- would be unhappy almost all the time. 
This wouldn't be fun. We'd all stop doing this. 
 
We prefer to define success broadly around here, and to recognize success will look different for every team. How many 
of the 30 teams can claim 2017 was successful? How many GMs in March would have accepted, on their own terms, with 
the rosters they started the season with, under the limitations they had to deal with, the seasons their teams actually had 
this year? This calls for a ranking. 
 
10. Chicago White Sox 
 
Successes: I got to vote for the American League Manager of the Year Award, and I asked my friend Matt Trueblood, who 
writes the Penning Bull newsletter, if there is a good case for any idiosyncratic pick. His answer almost convinced me: 
 
"Look, you have to want it, and define the manager's job as the maximal and optimal execution of the organization's plan 
instead of winning games, but: Rick Renteria. That dude has the Sox wanting it, competing even after they traded their 
world away, is bringing along a whole bunch of important players in unexpected and valuable ways. Tons of trust from the 
Latino players. More hands-on than maybe any other skipper in the league from an instruction standpoint." 
 
Disappointments: Bad team. 
 
Good season? Good season.

 
 


