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1986-The Reds offer Hall of Fame reliever Rollie Fingers a spring training tryout, but Fingers refuses to sign because the 

club wants him to shave his signature handlebar mustache 
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GM Williams wants to see 'step forward' in '18 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 20th, 2018 

 

GLENDALE, Ariz. -- When Reds first baseman Joey Votto arrived to Spring Training on Sunday underscoring his desire for the 

team to get better and start winning again, general manager Dick Williams was both paying attention and agreeing. 

 

"Joey came out and said, 'I'm going to do my part to improve.' We all have to look in the mirror," Williams said on Tuesday at the 

Cactus League media day session for managers and general managers. "If Joey is going to say that about himself, then I know there 

are a lot of guys in that clubhouse have to want to get better. If Joey feels he does, then the rest of us have to feel like that." 

 

Cincinnati finished 68-94 in each of the past two seasons, lost 98 games in 2015 and hasn't reached the postseason since 2013. 

 

The rebuilding program began midway through the '14 season, but Williams and the club is ready to see it turn the corner and be 

able to chart real progress. How that is measured won't be in just wins and losses. 

 

"Tying it to the win total, there are too many variables involved there," Williams said. "But we want to see a significant step 

forward. I want to see individual performance and team performance get better." 

 

Despite the last-place finish in the National League Central, the Reds made smaller moves in the offseason. Relievers Jared Hughes 

and David Hernandez were the only two players they signed to big league contracts. Williams chose to stay the course with the 

rotation and is counting on healthy years from veterans like Homer Bailey and Anthony DeSclafani while expecting maturation and 

improvement from several of the younger pitchers. 

 

In contrast, the division-rival Brewers accelerated their rebuild after a surprise 86-win 2017 season. After it finished one game out 

of a NL Wild Card spot, Milwaukee went all-in this offseason and upgraded its lineup and outfield with the signing of free agent 

Lorenzo Cain and trading four prospects to the Marlins for Christian Yelich. 

 

"I absolutely think we will expand our payroll and investment in the team in the coming years," Williams said. "That may be to keep 

the current team together or maybe to bring people in from outside. 

 

"I do think we are getting close to that point where we'll make more significant additions from the outside." 

 

Besides adding Hughes and Hernandez, the other offseason need for a backup shortstop was filled when free-agent infielder Cliff 

Pennington was signed Thursday to a Minor League deal. 

 

Although the Reds looked at Tim Lincecum's pitching showcase last week and will touch base with his people, it seemed unlikely 

more acquisitions would be made during camp. 

 

"We'll keep our eyes open. We're always opportunistic," Williams said. "I do feel like we've got a team we can break camp with." 

 

 

 

 

 



Larkin helping Senzel adjust to shortstop 

Reds' top prospect trying out new position during Spring Training 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 20th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The original idea was that Reds top prospect Nick Senzel would be exposed to several positions throughout 

the infield and outfield to get comfortable and more versatile. But in the short term, Senzel appears slated to play only shortstop and 

third base, which may not be Senzel's primary position for much longer. 

 

"My focus is on shortstop," Senzel said on Tuesday. "I'll take some reps at other spots, but I think third base is a little bit to the side 

right now." 

 

That could change later in camp, but Reds manager Bryan Price wanted to keep things simple. 

 

"We don't want to get him spread out too much," Price said. "I think he played exclusively third base last year. To move him is 

enough of a challenge." 

 

During bunt shift defensive drills on Monday, Price was watching Senzel from behind the shortstop spot. Also there was Hall of 

Fame shortstop and camp instructor Barry Larkin. 

 

Senzel felt comfortable, as he became used to the differences between handling bunts at shortstop compared to third base. 

 

"At third base, you're used to crashing and reading the bunt," Senzel said. "At shortstop, it's more covering the bag or being in a 

specific place at a specific time. I thought I caught on pretty quick. There are a lot of people there to help me and guide me through 

it." 

 

Larkin is certainly one of those people. On Tuesday during drills to turn force plays he was behind Senzel as he took ground balls 

and fired throws to second base. 

 

"Don't stop, don't stop," Larkin called out, wanting Senzel to field and throw in a fluid manner. 

 

"He's great," Senzel said of Larkin before the workout. "He's one of the best to ever do it. Anything that he says, you listen." 

 

Price wasn't ready to assess how Senzel was playing at shortstop. 

 

"I'm looking forward to seeing him play, not only in practice, but in games and seeing what he does instinctively," Price said. 

 

"I just look forward to continuing to get better at the position, learning it and getting more reps," Senzel said. 

 

The organization's No. 1 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline, Senzel is blocked at his primary spot by Eugenio Suarez. Besides 

shortstop, he will get chances to play second base and both corner-outfield spots at some point this spring. At shortstop, Cincinnati 

currently has Jose Peraza, 23, who is still developing. 

 

"The idea to play the outfield or play second base is in large part if there's an injury or lack of performance issue that creates an 

opportunity to play or he is ready to be added to the club and we've got to find a place where he can play more frequently than 

others," Price said. 

 

"The first thing he's got to do is come out and perform and drive that conversation when it is the right time to get him up here and 

what position he should be playing when he does arrive." 

 

Stephenson has sore neck 

Reds pitchers have been largely healthy following the first week of their workouts. The lone exception is rotation candidate Robert 

Stephenson, who is being held back a little. But Stephenson's issue isn't serious. 

 

"A little bit of a crick in his neck. He's fine, the arm is great," Price said. "We're making sure the neck doesn't get him in bad habits." 

 

Reds undecided on starter for spring opener 

The Reds open Cactus League play on Friday against the Indians, but Price wasn't ready to announce his pitchers just yet. 

 

"We want to get through the first [live] batting practice before we announce it," Price said. 

 



Reds pitchers faced hitters in live batting practice on Tuesday morning. Bullpen candidates Cody Reed and Zack Weiss were among 

those who threw. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Bronson Arroyo in Cincinnati Reds Spring Training camp – sort of 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 4:00 p.m. ET Feb. 20, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Bronson Arroyo is in Reds camp. Well, let’s rephrase that. Bronson Arroyo is at Reds camp. 

 

The newly retired Arroyo will be in Arizona for two weeks. He’ll spend some of that time with the Reds in some sort of capacity. 

He’s not sure exactly what. He’s here because manager Bryan Price invited him.  

 

Will Arroyo be in uniform? 

 

“The days I’m here, I’ll probably be in uniform,” he said. “Maybe. I’m not really sure. It’s not my thing. It’s just not. I feel like 

there’s a certain job at the ballpark. For me, it’s putting on a uni and competing, pitching and doing what you’re supposed to do.” 

 

“Outside of that, I’m fine to stand by the water cooler with the clubhouse guys and chew the fat. But Bryan wants me to contribute a 

little more. So I’ll give them what I got – for a few days.” 

 

Arroyo looks exactly the same as he did last year when he made a last-ditch effort to come back. He has no thoughts of trying it 

again. 

 

“If I got in shape, I could probably pitch once,” he said. “But I’d immediately start breaking down after that. My shoulder’s got 

those tears. It’s not going to heal.” 

 

Arroyo’s been active in retirement to say the least. 

 

“Everybody keeps telling me, ‘I thought you retired. Why are you on a plane every five days?’ ” he said. “I tell everybody yes about 

everything. 

 

“Really retirement has felt like a normal offseason. I guess I haven’t experienced a summer yet. That will be a little different. I have 

so many things going on in comparison to the average guy who retires from this game.” 

 

Arroyo made enough money in his career that he’s not looking for work.  

 

“Monetarily, I made enough money that I don’t have to think about that,” he said. “I’m not married. I don’t have kids and all that 

stuff. For me, a normal offseason is training, playing some golf. Now, I’ve supplemented with some music and snow skiing and 

spending time with friends. I really don’t have to care if I miss a workout here or there.” 

 

Arroyo’s retirement bucket list was mostly catching up with old friends. He’s made some headway. 

 

“It's been good,” he said. “I’ve caught up with some people. I’m still not where I want to get yet. I feel like I’m a chicken with my 

head cut off.” 

 

Arroyo could get back in the game if he wanted as a coach or broadcaster. He’ll do some of that – just not a strict schedule. 

 

“People have talked to me about broadcasting and coaching and all kinds of stuff,” he said. “I just don’t have enough time in the 

day. I’ve never had enough time in the day. I pushed off so many things in my life to concentrate on this game and only get to do 

snippets of it. 

 

“I don’t want to sign up for a program that’s a regular schedule. I’ll forego a paycheck. I’d pop in and do anything if it’s a one off. 

I’m come here in camp and I'll spend a few days because Bryan wants me to. I’ll show up at the stadium and do TV for a day if you 

want me to. I’ll do this kids camp. 

 

“I’ll do every once. That’s why I say yes to a lot.” 

 

 

 



Cincinnati Reds notes: Nick Senzel is the backup plan shortstop — with a caveat 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 2:19 p.m. ET Feb. 20, 2018 | Updated 3:06 p.m. ET Feb. 20, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — It sounds like Nick Senzel is the long-term backup plan at shortstop for the Reds –  with a large caveat. 

 

Senzel, the No. 1 prospect with the big league ready bat, has to show he can play short on the big league level. He played 

exclusively third base in the minors.  

 

The Reds are working him both at short and third base in camp. One of the tutors is Hall of Famer Barry Larkin.   

 

“I think it’s been going good. It’s good to have Barry back in town,” Senzel said. “He’s a great resource to have. It’s been a fun 

challenge so far. I just look forward to continuing to get better at the position, learning it and getting more reps.” 

 

Jose Peraza is the starting shortstop, and the Reds signed veteran Cliff Pennington as the backup. But Peraza is unproved both 

defensively and offensively. He hit .259/.297/.342 last in the 487 at-bats and had a negative defensive WAR (Wins Above 

Replacement). 

 

So it makes sense for the Reds to hedge their bets. Senzel played shortstop at the University of Tennessee. Reds manager Bryan 

Price is reserving judgment on Senzel until he sees more of him at the position.  

 

“Before I offer any thoughts, I’m going to watch him play a bit longer,” Price said. “We’ll get him out there and let him play the 

position and get re-acclimated to playing short before there’s any assessment. 

 

“I’m looking forward to seeing him play, not only in practice but in games and seeing what he does instinctively.”  

 

There’s been some talk of Senzel playing second base or the outfield. The Reds won’t do that for now. 

 

“Not to start camp,” Price said. "We don’t want to get him spread out too much. I think he played exclusively third base last year. 

To move him is enough of a challenge.” 

 

That’s OK with Senzel. 

 

“My focus is on shortstop,” he said. “I’ll take some reps at other spots, but I think third base is a little bit to the side right now. I’m 

focused on getting better at shortstop.” 

 

Senzel’s bat could force the Reds’ hand to look at spots over than third and short. He was the Reds’ minor league player of the year. 

He hit a combined .321/.391/.514 in a stop at high Single-A and Double-A. 

 

“The idea to play the outfield or play second base is in large part if there’s an injury or lack of performance issue that creates an 

opportunity to play or he is ready to be added to the club and we’ve got to find a place where he can play more frequently than 

others," Price said. “That’s what happens when you have a relatively young team of guys you’re excited about.  

 

“The first thing he’s got to do is come out and perform and drive that conversation when it's the right time to get him up here and 

what position he should be playing when he does arrive.” 

 

GAME 1 STARTER: Price is not ready to announce who will pitch in spring opener Friday against Cleveland.  

 

“We want to get through the first batting practice before we announce it,” he said.   

 

INJURY REPORT: Right-hander Robert Stephenson is being held back by a “crick” in his neck. 

 

“He’s fine. The arm is great,” Price said. “We’re making sure the neck doesn’t get him in bad habits.” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds' triple-A manager Pat Kelly is retired...from wrestling his players 

Zach Buchanan, zbuchanan@enquirer.com  

Published 1:56 p.m. ET Feb. 20, 2018 | Updated 2:06 p.m. ET Feb. 20, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. –When someone asks Pat Kelly to wrestle this year, he will decline. 

 



That may seem like the obvious thing to do. Most people would answer such an offer with a polite “no thank you,” but for Kelly it 

will signal the end of an era. Because throughout the 62-year-old’s long minor-league managing career, there’s been an 

understanding among his players: If you challenge Kelly to a wrestling match, he will accept. 

 

And he will win. 

 

He’s taken all challengers over the years. Most bounce off him like Nerf darts. Some claim to have beaten him, although Kelly 

acknowledged only a couple draws. But last season, Kelly finally was taken down. 

 

“There’s an old wrestling saying,” said Cincinnati Reds outfielder Jesse Winker. “‘To be the man, you’ve got to beat the man.’” 

 

Indeed, there’s a new man in Reds camp this year. His name is Nick Senzel. 

 

Kelly doesn’t have any formal wrestling training. He never wrestled in high school, and isn’t working with any advanced technique 

unavailable to his younger, fitter players. But he is 6-foot-3 and weighed 210 in his playing days -- and a good deal more now -- and 

did watch a bunch of pro wrestling early in his coaching career. 

 

He got wrapped up in the “sport” back in the heyday of Hulk Hogan and “Macho Man” Randy Savage. He remembers how Savage 

– legal name: Randy Poffo – was a Reds farmhand back in 1974. When Kelly broke into managing in the mid-1980s, he and other 

coaches watched it regularly. 

 

His willingness to throw down with a player dates just as far back, although the earliest instance with the Reds came in 2009 in the 

Gulf Coast League. The Reds had a young Venezuelan infielder named Henry Rodriguez, lovingly nicknamed “Pollo.” Pollo was a 

glutton for punishment. 

 

“Every day it seemed like Pollo and PK would go at it, jokingly,” said catcher Tucker Barnhart, who was on that team. “PK would 

always end up on top of Pollo on the ground.” 

 

Several others have tried for the throne in the past. As Kelly inherited new players, or as he ascended the minor-league system, word 

would always filter through the clubhouse. Try him at the risk of your own embarrassment. 

 

Some players seemed to seek a public shaming. Most years, players would mount only one or two challenges over the course of the 

season. Not Winker, who played under Kelly in back-to-back years from 2014-15. 

 

“He kicks Winker’s ass,” pitcher Sal Romano said. 

 

Winker first challenged Kelly the spring before the 2014 season, drawing a circle in the dirt before an intersquad game. As Winker 

remembered it, Kelly came flying out of the dugout, put his hand on the back of Winker’s neck and drove him to the ground in less 

than 10 seconds. It sent a resounding message that Winker ignored for the next two years. 

 

Winker began challenging Kelly weekly. Once, he broke a pair of sunglasses. Another time, he went for Kelly’s knee only to 

bounce off his knee brace. Kelly was always kind enough to treat Winker gently while still putting him in his place. 

 

“For a guy that size, he’s pretty quick,” Winker said. “It’s surprising. He pretty much owned me.” 

 

Kelly gives two players credit for fighting him to a draw. One is Donald Lutz, and the other is Sal Romano. But Romano claims he 

actually won, taking down Kelly one day during pitcher fielding practice in 2016. Jackson Stephens, Romano’s teammate and 

fellow pitcher, corroborates his account. 

 

“I pinned him,” Romano said. “Down.” 

 

The legitimacy of Romano’s claim notwithstanding, only one player has driven Kelly into retirement. Senzel was hesitant to try 

Kelly at first. 

 

A midseason addition to the Double-A Pensacola roster after a scorching first half at High-A, Senzel had heard about Kelly’s 

wrestling prowess. He’d also witnessed Kelly’s temper. 

 

“We saw him blow up one game where he was throwing tables and stuff,” Senzel said. “When you see that rage, it’s like, ‘Anybody 

wanna wrestle PK?’ ‘Nah, we’re good.’” 

 



Deep down, though, Senzel knew he was destined to take a shot at the belt. He’d jokingly throw a punch or two Kelly’s way, testing 

his manager’s resolve. Kelly warned that if Senzel kept it up, they’d go to the mat. Senzel promised Kelly a title bout before the end 

of the season. 

 

Then one day it happened. The team headed out to stretch on the right-field line, and Senzel declared his challenge. 

 

It was on. 

 

Kelly swiped at Senzel’s knees, but the Reds top prospect evaded him. Senzel was younger and quicker, but Kelly also remembered 

him being more serious about winning than most who’d challenged him before. After a brief scrap, Kelly was pinned. 

 

“I want to thank my family and friends for the support,” Senzel said. “They pushed me.” 

 

If Kelly wanted a rematch, he’d have ample opportunity this season. This year, he was promoted to be the manager at Triple-A 

Louisville, and Senzel is expected to join him there at least for the first few months. But Kelly knows when to call it quits. 

 

He’s the Triple-A manager, not the Triple-H manager. 

 

“I suffered the loss,” Kelly said, “and it’s time to retire.” 

     

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Rosecrans: Is sign stealing cheating? 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 17 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Is sign stealing cheating? 

 

It's a simple question, but one that came up in discussion on Tuesday in light of baseball's new pace of play rules. 

 

Astros pitcher Lance McCullers Jr. wrote in a now-deleted tweet that the team's repeated mound visits in Game 7 of last year's 

World Series were because the Dodgers were “cheating” by stealing signs. 

 

So is it? 

 

I decided to ask around the Reds' clubhouse on Tuesday because I was curious about what people there thought. I decided to ask the 

veterans in the clubhouse and sampled positions players, pitchers and catchers. 

 

Is sign stealing cheating? 

First baseman Joey Votto: “No. Is there a rule in our rulebook? No. I don't think so. I don't think sign stealing is … I don't think it's 

anything.” 

 

Manager Bryan Price: “I don't (think it is). Everyone's trying to get an advantage in every sport at all times — if your shoes are 

better, PF Flyers make you run faster, so the team that could afford the PF Flyers had an advantage. Maybe it's an economic issue, 

who knows? You're always trying to find an advantage. Analytics is trying to find an advantage over other teams. It's not cheating 

— or is it?” 

 

Catcher Tucker Barnhart: “(It's) gamesmanship. It's part of it. I think that if you're getting your signs stolen, make them a little more 

intricate. I have a pretty simple thought on it. That's the way it is for me. I don't think it's cheating, it's the lack of awareness from a 

team to kind of hide their signs.” 

 

Pitcher Homer Bailey: “If the guys giving the signs aren't trying hard enough, then you're giving them away. I think if a team is 

deliberately going in there to give locations, even though the opposing team, whether it's setting up late or mixing up signs or stuff. 

I'm not going to say it's cheating, it's just not good etiquette. Neither is walking in front of someone who is putting and walking right 

in front of his ball. You're not going to do that and disrupt the grass while a guy's about to putt and you're playing for money. 

There's etiquette. That's one of those things in this game has gone to the wayside. Cheating no, (poor) etiquette, yes. I'm not getting 

into the unwritten rules, but with every sport, there's etiquette.” 

 

Outfielder Adam Duvall: “It depends on how you're stealing the signs. How are you finding it out?” 

 

(Using video and relaying the signs?): “That's cheating.” 

 



(Runner on second relaying signs?): “No, I don't believe so. I think that's part of the game, that's part of paying attention. If I'm 

using video to get that, no, that's cheating. If I'm on first base and the catcher is showing me the signs and I know what pitch is 

coming, I'm taking advantage of the information you're giving me.” 

 

Catcher Devin Mesoraco: “I don't think so. If you're talking about a guy on second base transferring to the hitter. I feel like if you've 

got some guy with binoculars in center field and then relaying to the hitter, I'd think that's cheating. But if you've got a guy at 

second base and the catcher and pitcher are using an easy enough sign that you can pick up in one at-bat, that's not cheating, that's 

just being stupid.” 

 

Pitcher Jared Hughes: “It's a good question. I don't know what I think, honestly. I think that if you're not in the game and you're 

watching video, that's cheating and you're using other stuff. But if you're on the field and you pick something up and it's going to 

help you get a base, then maybe not as much.” 

 

Shortstop Cliff Pennington: “There's a reason they put down multiple signs, right? I think if you're using the technology, the 

computer, your video guy (doing) it, that's different. I think finding it out on the field as a player, I don't think that's bad at all.” 

 

Is it effective? 

Votto: “I've never stolen or benefitted from a sign in my entire career because I don't care about it. I don't think there's any value to 

it because it doesn't work for me as a hitter. If other teams do it and other guys do it, if they did it to our team, the conversation 

would be how can we stop that within our own control.” 

 

Duvall: “I think that's something that comes with the credibility if someone's right most the time, you're going to trust them. If it's 

here or there, I'd rather just hit.” 

 

Barnhart: “It depends, hitter to hitter. Some guys, I can only speak for me personally. I like knowing if a guy's tipping a p itch, things 

like that, I like knowing that. Some guys hate it. Some guys want it to be full-proof, 100 percent know it's correct. Some guys don't 

like it at all.” 

 

Mesoraco: “I'd love to know. I don't know that I've gotten a ton of guys that I trust enough to relay them to me.”  

 

Pennington: “Absolutely. There are guys who don't like to know. Joey. You talk to Albert (Pujols), he's in the same boat, he doesn't 

like to know. Personally, I think not liking to know is that you haven't practiced it, like everything else. If every day in a simulated 

game they told you what was coming, do you think you'd be a better hitter? Probably. 

 

“If you work at it, I think it can be something. To say it's for everybody, it's definitely not for everybody. Most of us have never 

known what's coming and then all of a sudden to know causes people to swing at something they normally wouldn't swing at 

because they know it's a fastball. It does take practice, it's not something you just walk out and you're better.” 

 

Do you worry about it? 

Votto: “I also don't care if you're bitching about sign stealing. I don't want to hear about it. There's a great way to mitigate that, be 

better with your signs. Be more secretive.” 

 

Mesoraco: “I don't think that I think about it a whole lot, I'm aware. I think a lot of stuff that could be too hard to pick up. … If the 

base coach is relaying (signs), Joey will tell me all the time to close it up so they can't see. We have a lot of people that are aware of 

it and trying to alleviate it from happening. I don't think it's something I think about consistently.” 

 

Hughes: “I'd be a fan if there was absolutely no sign stealing, but if someone's dumb with their signs …” 

 

How do you steal signs? 

Pennington: “I think most middle infield guys are decent at it because we're used to looking at it when we're on defense. When you 

get on the field and you're at second base, you see it. I talk to other players, most outfielders say it's too fast, they have no shot (of 

picking it up). They're not used to seeing it. Corner guys aren't used to seeing it. But middle guys, shortstops, second basemen, they 

can see it. Center fielders say, 'He put down six numbers, what am I supposed to do?' Well, figure out which one it is. That's the 

point.” 

 

How do you know when signs are being stolen? 

Price: “When you're getting good takes, quite often, when you're getting a take on a really good breaking pitch under the zone or off 

the plate and you're not having that guy extend — that and sometimes it's a pitcher ahead in the count and a guy being right on time 

with a fastball because you have to be able to cover more pitches, so selling out on a fastball with two strikes sometimes is 

suggesting that they're on to you. Other part is tipping location based on when the pitcher moves. We're all challenged by it.” 

 

 



DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Reds pitcher making strides with help from teammate 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

3:13 p.m Tuesday, Feb. 20, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, ARIZ. -- Cody Reed’s obvious talents have yet to lead to major-league success. 

 

That’s where fellow pitcher Michael Lorenzen enters the picture. 

 

Lorenzen’s locker is a few feet from Reed’s and the two talk a lot. It appears Lorenzen has been able to turn the light switch on for 

Reed, who does not want to be remembered as the guy the Reds got for Johnny Cueto who didn’t produce. 

 

“I never would have guessed,” Reed said, referring to Lorenzen. “I love the way he plays. I love the way he thinks. He could give up 

nine runs in one inning or he could strike out nine in 27 pitches. You would never tell the difference the next day. 

 

“I just listened to what he thinks about me. He looked at me and said, ‘How many left-handers are there that throw 95-96 with a 

slider like yours?’ I sat there for a second. He said, ‘No one. So what are you doing feeling sorry for yourself.’ 

 

“I was being bitter about everything. He got me off that.” 

 

Lorenzen and Reed showed up in Goodyear in early January and worked on a throwing program together. 

 

“It raised my confidence without me even knowing it,” Reed said. “We’ve been here playing catch and throwing bullpens. He 

would tell me that I had life on my fastball and he couldn’t see it until it got on top of him, little things like that to help me build 

confidence.” 

 

Reed was frustrated by a lack of command. He experimented with different grips but his focus was more on the cerebral part of the 

game. 

 

“I changed a lot about my mental aspects,” Reed said. “It wasn’t just baseball. It is life itself.” 

 

However it occurred, Reed’s improvement has been noticeable to Reds manager Bryan Price. 

 

“It is not just the way he threw off the mound,” Price said. “Every thing from his PFP (pitchers’ fielding practice) to his bunting. It 

is unusual to say something after a few days of workouts. Every facet of his game looks like it’s been enhanced over the course of 

the last four or five months. 

 

“Cody Reed has been above and beyond where he finished the season last year.” 

 

Reed, 24, one of four pitchers obtained from the Royals for Cueto in July 2105, is competing for a spot in the bullpen. Price left him 

off the list of four contenders for the fifth spot in the starting rotation but said the organization still views him as a starter. 

 

“We won’t have enough innings for a lot of guys this spring,” Price said. “If he makes our team, he could help us more out of the 

bullpen. We don’t want him to be in long relief. If he makes the team, he’s going to pitch regularly in higher-leverage situations.” 

 

Reed pitched at three minor-league levels in 2015 and made his major-league debut June 18, 2016 in Houston. He struck out nine 

that day in a no-decision. It was the most strikeouts in a Reds debut since Cueto struck out 10 in his first start. Reed’s 2016 season 

ended with back spasms Sept. 16. He had an 0-7 record and a 7.36 ERA in 10 starts. 

 

Last season, the Memphis, Tennessee native was one of seven rookies to make the opening-day roster but spent most of the year at 

Triple-A Louisville. He made 20 starts there and returned to the Reds in September, making seven more appearances in relief. He 

finished 1-1 with a 5.09 ERA for Cincinnati. 

 

Transactions 
 

02/20/18  

Arizona Diamondbacks invited non-roster RHP Taylor Widener to spring training. 

New York Yankees designated RF Jabari Blash for assignment. 

San Francisco Giants released RHP Joan Gregorio. 



San Diego Padres designated C Rocky Gale for assignment. 

Pittsburgh Pirates placed RHP Nick Burdi on the 60-day disabled list. Recovery from Tommy John surgery. 

Boston Red Sox traded LF Bryce Brentz to Pittsburgh Pirates for cash. 

Minnesota Twins signed free agent RHP Anibal Sanchez. 

Minnesota Twins placed RHP Trevor May on the 60-day disabled list. Recovery from Tommy John surgery. 

Arizona Diamondbacks Traded 3B Brandon Drury to New York Yankees; New York Yankees Traded Taylor Widener to Arizona 

Diamondbacks; New York Yankees Traded 2B Nick Solak to Tampa Bay Rays; Tampa Bay Rays Traded RF Steven Souza Jr. to 

Arizona Diamondbacks and Arizona Diamondbacks Traded LHP Anthony Banda and Player To Be Named Later to Tampa Bay 

Rays. 

  

 


