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Padres come through in 
clutch to defeat Pirates 
Kevin Acee  

  

It got tense, and it had its points with which to possibly quibble. 

No game is perfect, though ones like this can leave a team feeling pretty good. 

 “Timely hits,” Eric Hosmer said. “It was a battle both ways. Both teams were making some 
noise. Our bullpen did a great job. … That was a good one to come out with.” 

Yes, coming back against and then holding off the Pirates on Friday was a rare kind of victory for 
the Padres. 

Rare in its result, sure, though the 3-2 decision was the Padres’ seventh win in their last 13 
games, their best stretch of that length this season. 

It was rarer, though, in how it came together. 

The Padres, who entered the game with a problem putting the ball in play, did just that in crucial 
situations on Friday at PNC Park. 

In beating the leaders of the National League Central, the Padres got another quality start 
from Tyson Ross (3-3) and a perilous final three innings worked by their top three relievers. 

Kirby Yates left runners at first and second in the seventh. Then Craig Stammen got the first two 
outs of the eighth inning before the Pirates loaded the bases on two infield singles and a walk – 
only to leave them that way when Brad Hand induced a groundout from Gregory Polanco. Corey 
Dickerson’s led off the bottom of the ninth with a double before Hand got three straight outs to 
finish his 13th save. 

The Padres did not have a hit in the final three innings and had just six all night. 

What they did have early were clutch hits, heady and hustling base running – and an RBI off a 
ground ball. 

That might not seem celebration-worthy, but the Padres are contact-challenged. 

They entered the game ranked 28th among the major leagues’ 30 teams in percentage of swings 
that resulted in a ball put in play (35 percent) and 27th in percentage of pitches put in play (16.9 
percent). Their 28.7 percent rate of swings and misses was third-highest. 

They were eighth in the majors with a .307 batting average on balls put in play, but they had put 
the eighth-fewest balls in play. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-central-ORSPT00000157-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
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Their .279 average and 40 RBI when having runners on third with less than two outs were well 
below the league average – by 26 points and 10 RBI. 

So it was kind of a big deal, in a baby-step kind of way, when Raffy Lopez’s grounder to second 
base scored Hosmer from third base in the fourth inning to tie the game at 2-2. Yes, it was a 
tailor-made double-play ball that second baseman Adam Frazier bobbled and had to settle for 
the out at first. But it wasn’t a strikeout and, thus, had the chance to make something happen. 

“Sometimes that’s all you need to do is put the ball in play,” Lopez said. “However we get it 
across, it ended up being a big run for us.” 

Right before that, Hosmer’s double scored Travis Jankowski, who had singled and stole second. 

In the sixth, Hosmer reached out and slapped a two-out double down the left field line on a 
check swing and raced to second just in front of the tag. 

“That’s down and dirty style of play right there,” manager Andy Green said. 

It paid off when Franchy Cordero lined a single the opposite way to left field to score Hosmer. 

Keeping it close was Ross. The right-hander was far from dominant, not even as sharp as usual. 
But he did what he almost always does – get through six innings and allow three or fewer earned 
runs. 

That’s the definition of a quality start, an oft-derided statistic that certainly does not imply 
excellence on its own. But the Padres have just 14 of them, seventh fewest in the majors. Ross on 
Friday turned in his sixth in nine starts. 

Ross allowed a run in the first and another in the third, walked four and allowed five hits. He 
worked out of trouble in the fourth, fifth and sixth before giving way to the Padres’ high-leverage 
arms. 

“It wasn’t his best night, but it was good enough to get the win,” Green said. “… Almost every 
single time he’s out there he’s managed to give us an opportunity to win a baseball game.” 

The Padres capitalized on that opportunity Friday, barely and and in a way they rarely have. 
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Padres notes: Hand's 
moving violation slider; 
Hosmer's accidental double 
Kevin Acee  

  

Brad Hand’s slider has long been his wipeout pitch and has seemed especially effective most 
games this season. 

As he closed out Friday’s 3-2 victory over the Pirates for his 13th save, the pitch practically 
needed a turn signal. 

 “I have to set up my body a certain way so I can catch it,” catcher Raffy Lopez said. “It’s just so 
good. It’s practically making a U-turn. That’s why we threw so many today.” 

Hand, who came in to get the final out of the eighth inning with a groundout that left the bases 
loaded and then overcame a leadoff double in the ninth with two strikeouts and a groundout in 
succession, threw 18 sliders among his 20 pitches on Friday. 

The closest he’d ever come to that 90 percent ratio was when he threw the slider on three of his 
four pitches in a one-out save on April 3. Hand, who has stranded all 12 runners he has inherited 
and has a 2.31 ERA in 23 1/3 innings, was previously throwing the slider slightly more than 52 
percent of the time this season. 

“It was one of those days it felt good,” said Hand, who made his team-high 21st appearance. “… 
It’s an easy pitch for me usually to be able to throw for strikes. I would say it wasn’t better today 
than any other day. It was just probably more comfortable.” 

Accidental double, with purpose 
Eric Hosmer’s two doubles Friday upped his season total to 16, tied for third most in the majors. 

Both required some hustle. The second one, in the sixth inning, was particularly gratifying. 

It came on a check swing. 

“It was one of those where I was kind of committed already,” Hosmer said. “I tried to pull it 
back. Luckily enough, it hit the barrel and found a hole.” 

With the Pirates shifted right against the left-hander, the ball shot through an empty space near 
third base. Having already seen left fielder Corey Dickerson was playing deep, Hosmer took off 
with second base in mind from the start. He slid in just in front of the tag. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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 “It’s things I look at before the at-bat,” Hosmer said. “If balls are hit in certain places, there’s no 
need to look for the ball or look for the (fielder). You just put your head down and hope you can 
beat it. Those were two close doubles, but the second one I liked a lot better.” 

Indeed. It came with two outs, and he scored what stood as the winning run when Franchy 
Cordero singled. 

Hosmer batted third Friday, the first time since April 23 (19 games in which he has played) he 
was not in the two hole. Hosmer went 2-for-3 with two doubles and a walk, scoring a run and 
driving in another. He is batting .267/.343/.547 in 85 plate appearances as the No. 2 hitter and 
.296/.400/.481 in 95 plate appearances batting third. 

Margot still hurt 
Andy Green inserted Manuel Margot into the Friday’s game in the eighth inning for defensive 
purposes. 

He did so at the sacrifice of any offense, as the left wrist injury Margot sustained diving for a ball 
Thursday continues to be an issue. That’s why Margot bunted with two strikes in his at-bat in 
the ninth. 

Green said he was uncertain of Margot’s status going forward. 

“My guess is he won’t be in the lineup,” Green said. “But he wasn’t that banged up today. So it 
wasn’t like ‘Put this guy on the DL.’ My hope is he takes BP tomorrow and is available to play.” 

Again, the Franch evolution 
Franchy Cordero had another rough night in left field, which contributed to both Pirates’ runs. 

The rookie seemed to take a bad line on what could have been the final out of the first inning but 
instead was an RBI double. 

“I didn’t think the jump was bad,” Green said. “I thought aggression into the wall. Sometimes 
you have to forget the wall and go after it aggressively. I think there was some awareness of the 
wall.” 

With a runner on second in the third inning, Cordero fielded a single and double pumped on a 
throw home that was just late as the Pirates took a 2-0 lead. 

“I think if he comes through a throws it in like he did – it was a great throw – if he throws in 
rhythm he’s got a real chance of having him at the plate there.” 

Cordero did employ his plus speed and get a perfect bead to catch a line drive in the sixth inning 
to prevent a run. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/franchy-cordero-PESPTF00612-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
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Extra bases 

• Travis Jankowski singled in his first two at-bats. He has reached base at least twice in 10 
of the 12 games in which he has served as the Padres’ leadoff hitter. The team's other six 
leadoff hitters have reached base multiple times in just eight of 34 games. 

• Kirby Yates extended his scoreless streak to 9 1/3 innings (10 games). He has allowed just 
one run in 15 innings this season. 

• Jose Pirela did not start for the first time this season, as Carlos Asuaje started in his place 
at second base. That left Freddy Galvis as the only Padres player to have started all 46 
games. 

• Galvis singled Friday and has hit safely in four of the past five games. He has raised his 
average 27 points to .239 and is on-base percentage 20 points to .304 in that span. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Clayton Richard's change in 
results the result of bold 
changes 
Kevin Acee 

  

Clayton Richard will start for the Padres against the Pirates on Saturday coming off two straight 
outings in which he went eight innings and allowed three or fewer runs. 

The story of how that happened is unique, owing to the combination of a veteran pitcher and a 
longtime pitching coach, who have been around long enough to have patience and perseverance. 

After seeing the continued struggles of his 34-year-old lefty, the staff’s most veteran pitcher, 
perhaps the only one with whom he would even consider such a thing, Padres pitching 
coach Darren Balsley approached Richard in mid-April. 

Richard had gone just five innings and given up at least four runs in each of his three previous 
starts, and Balsley asked him if he would consider changing his delivery. 

Midseason. On the fly. 

Richard took a day to ponder the idea. He decided “hitters were putting better swings on decent 
pitches a little too often.” He told Balsley he was game. And so they set about raising the point at 
which Richard released the ball by a “few inches.” It is hardly noticeable to the naked eye, but it 
is significant. 

The change involved mostly Richard’s posture but also his arm slot. Richard had previously 
thrown from the three-quarters angle, but he had dropped down and essentially become a high 
side-armer after thoracic outlet surgery in 2014. Balsley was asking him to go back. 

“If it was a young kid I probably wouldn’t allow it,” Balsley said. “But he’s been around. He 
knows what’s best for him. He knows what’s best for his career. He’s tinkered throughout the 
years.” 

The process took faith. 

The longer someone has done a caertain thing, the more difficult it is to change that certain 
thing. 

“You get used to something for so long, it takes time to make adjustments,” Richard said. “… 
When you do it playing catch, you’re kind of in between your old and your new. So you have to 
get that out. Then when you throw a flat-ground, you have all these energies that come into play 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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where you’re used to doing something one way and your body is going to continue to do it that 
way unless you really lock it in and work to make an adjustment.” 

And while working to re-learn a new delivery, his mind and his muscles battling with every 
repetition, Richard had to actually pitch in games every five days. 

“When you get into the energy of the game,” Richard said, “you have to realize what you’ve been 
doing you can trust and stay within that delivery even though the energy of the game and the 
energy of the guy at the plate is going to try to pull you away from what you’re in control of.” 

Richard had another rough outing in Arizona on April 21 (five innings, three runs), was better 
against the Mets on April 27 (6 2/3, three runs) and then got shelled in San Francisco on May 8 
(four innings, seven runs). He walked 13 and struck out 16 in that span. 

“We both knew right out of the gate his command might suffer,” Balsley said. “For a few starts 
we were crossing our fingers it was going to be there. The results weren’t there, but the results 
weren’t terrible. And knowing him, he was going to get it.” 

Richard has walked one batter in his past two games. And evidence of his slider dropping more 
and his fastball having lost its flatness is in the 18 strikeouts in those 16 innings. 

“His command is as good as it’s ever been right now,” Balsley said. 

The last time Richard went eight innings in back-to-back starts was 2012. The only other time he 
struck out 10 in a game before doing it Sunday against the Cardinals was in 2010. He had never 
struck out at least eight in consecutive starts. 

Richard is typically understated in assessing the uniqueness of what he’s done over the past 
month. 

“When you get beat is when you take too long to adjust,” he said. “There are always adjustments 
to be made. Those that pitch at an elite level are able to make those quicker than everyone else.” 
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Storm pitcher Chris 
Paddack's scoreless streak 
tops 21 innings 
Jeff Sanders  

Chris Paddack isn’t perfect.He’s just quite a bit better than California League – even as a 
Tommy John rehabber. 

Paddack’s stellar return from his 2016 elbow reconstruction continued in high Single-A Lake 
Elsinore’s 5-4 win at Rancho Cucamonga with 10 strikeouts over 5 2/3 scoreless innings. 

Paddack scattered two hits and a walk in the win. 

He has not allowed a run in 21 2/3 innings since joining the Storm rotation out of 
extended spring training. In that stretch, he has struck out 36 batters, walked two and allowed 
10 hits. 

Paddack (3-0), ranked No. 21 in the Padres system by MLB.com, was acquired in the summer of 
2016 from the Marlins for All-Star closer Fernando Rodney. 

He was backed on Friday by catcher Luis Torrens (.296), who hit his third homer in a two-hit 
game. 

Right fielder Jorge Ona (.245) also drove in two runs on a single and Edward Olivares(.274) 
and Eguy Rosario (.273) both had two hits. 

Right-hander Dauris Valdez (3.12) struck out three of the five batters he faced in a four-out 
save, his second of the season. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (21-21) 

• Chihuahuas 8, Fresno 7 (10): 3B Diego Goris (.315) went 3-for-5 with his fourth homer 
and four RBIs during a three-hit game that concluded with a walk-off, two-run single. 
LF Shane Peterson (.242) drove in two runs, doubled and hit his third homer. 1B Allen 
Craig (.253) went 2-for-4 with a double and two RBIs. RHP Jesse Scholtens (5.91) 
allowed five runs in four innings. LHP Jose Castillo (4.50) allowed an unearned run in 
the 10th but earned the win when El Paso rallied in the bottom of the inning. RHP Trey 
Wingenter (4.74) struck out two in two perfect innings. RF Hunter Renfroe (.222) 
went 1-for-4 with a walk and two runs scored. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_18_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_18_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/fernando-rodney-PESPT000010369-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_18_freaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
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DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25-16) 

• Midland 9, Missions 8: RHP Cal Quantrill (5.32) allowed six runs on eight hits and 
three walks in five innings. He has allowed 17 earned runs over his last 14 2/3 innings. 
RHP Rowan Wick (2-3, 4.67) allowed three runs in 1 1/3 innings. LF Josh 
Naylor (.344) drove in two runs on his ninth homer. SS Fernando Tatis Jr. (.251) 
went 3-for-6 with a double, an RBI and two runs scored. C Austin Allen (.319) and 
2B River Stevens (.274) each had three hits. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (18-22) 

• TinCaps 13, South Bend 2: LHP Nick Margevicius (2-2, 2.77) struck out eight and 
allowed two runs on four hits and no walks in seven innings in the start. LHP Travis 
Radke (1.90) struck out five over two shutout innings. CF Tirso Ornelas (.269) went 2-
for-4 with his third homer, two RBIs, a walk and three runs scored and C Juan 
Fernandez (.250) went 2-for-4 with a double, his first homer and four RBIs. RF Jack 
Suwinski (.245) drove in two runs on two hits. 

Transactions 

• RHP Miguel Diaz was transferred from San Antonio to El Paso. 
• RHP Trevor Frank was reinstated from Lake Elsinore’s seven-day disabled list and 

transferred to San Antonio. 

 
  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_18_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_05_18_souafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Talking with ... Padres 
reliever Craig Stammen 
Jeff Sanders  

The Padres start a three-game series at Washington on Monday, the nine-year anniversary of 
right-hander Craig Stammen’s big league debut – as a starting pitcher – at Nationals Park. 
The 34-year-old pitcher in his second year as a go-to arm in Andy Green’s bullpen. 

Union-Tribune: True or false. You’d rather strand a starting pitcher’s runners over your own. 

Stammen: The same, because I think I treat the runners the same. I treat them as if they are 
my runs. Whether someone else’s ERA is going up or it’s my ERA, I treat it as the team ERA is 
going up. The lower that is, the more pride we can take in how well our pitching staff is doing. 

U-T: When you come into a game and there’s traffic all around, what’s the most important thing 
you do to get yourself out of those jams? 

Stammen: The thing I try to focus on is getting the batter out. If I get the out, however they get 
out, you usually have a better chance of keeping the runners on base – even if the guy’s on third. 
If he hits a groundball to shortstop and we’re playing in, he’s not going to score. It starts with 
strike one. I talk to (Trevor Hoffman) a lot about that. That was his main thing. Throw strike 
one. I use that a lot. I feel like if I can throw strike one, that puts that at-bat in my favor. Then I 
have a better chance in the big picture of keeping inherited runners from scoring. 

U-T: Do you ever think, man, Andy, this is a little hairy? 

Stammen: (Laughs) It’s fun to be put into those situations. It’s a privilege. I’m excited to go in 
because it makes me feel like I have a way to help this team win games. I’m not just down there 
to pitch whatever innings. I have a chance to really impact the game. 

U-T: You grew up in the Nationals organization. What’s it like to go back there once a year? 

Stammen: This year it will be cool to go back there because it’s May 21 – the same day I made 
my debut in 2009. It’s always fun to go back there. It’s a stadium I feel very comfortable in, a city 
I feel comfortable with. A lot of good memories of winning a lot of games there and winning a 
couple division titles. Plus they are a good team. I describe it as playing backyard baseball when 
you’re playing with your buddies. You know everything about them and you just want to rub it in 
and get them out. That’s kind of what it feels like, but that organization did so much for me. 
They allowed me to have a spot in the big leagues and kept giving me opportunities. The coaches 
that were there and are still there made me into a really good major league player. 

U-T: You were there when a 19-year-old Bryce Harper made his major league debut. What 
doesn’t the general public know about Harper? 

Stammen: Sometimes you forget that he’s a guy like everybody else. He’s a superstar on the 
baseball field but in the locker room he’s like everybody else. As he got older he became a leader 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
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of the team and a great teammate, and I think at 19 you just don’t really know what you’re doing. 
You’re trying to survive a little bit. As he got older he was a great player to have on the team. Not 
only a great player but a good teammate inside the clubhouse. 

U-T: Harper leads the majors in walks. You don’t walk many guys. Is that tough to swallow if 
you’re in a situation where you have to pitch around him? 

Stammen: A lot of my walks come in sticky situations where I need to make good pitches, like 
when Ryan Zimmerman was up the last time we played Washington. There was a runner in 
scoring position. I didn’t make pitches to get ahead of him. That’s usually when walks happen 
for me and Bryce will probably be up in some of those situations. In my head I want to go after 
him. But the situation dictates how you pitch to certain batters. 

U-T: You were coming off an elbow injury when you were non-tendered by Washington in 
December 2015. How difficult was that? 

Stammen: That was a little bit difficult. In a way, it was a welcome change. I wasn’t expecting 
it, but in baseball sometimes you’re not expecting a lot of things that happen. I just had to suck it 
up. Nobody else was feeling sorry for me. I had to create a new path to the major leagues. 

U-T: Are you face-to-face with your career mortality when something like that happens? 

Stammen: I think when I first got hurt that went through my mind. I thought I was invincible. 
I thought I was one of those pitchers that could pitch every day, as many innings as needed. All 
of a sudden I couldn’t. My greatest strength was taken away from me. … I learned a lot about 
myself. It was a great growth period through that time. I wouldn’t have it any other way. 

U-T: Those two years you were away from a big league team – does it make it all that much 
more sweeter when you’re rewarded with a two-year deal with the Padres? 

Stammen: Yeah, you know what, it was a lot of hard work. You always wonder if hard work 
pays off. Nine times out of 10, it does. That was one of those cases where when you put your nose 
to the grindstone and show up every day and do the work you’re supposed to do, good things 
tend to happen. Whether that’s playing in the major leagues or the emotional, physical and 
spiritual strength that you gain from it. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-zimmerman-PESPT000010517-topic.html
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Rookie Franmil Reyes in 
starting lineup against his 
cousin 
Kevin Acee  

  

Franmil Reyes hung out at his cousin’s home here Wednesday. 

Friday night, he will stand in the batter’s box against him at PNC Park. 

Reyes, who was called up and made his major league debut Monday, and Pirates starting 
pitcher Ivan Nova are cousins. They grew up near each other in Palenque, Dominican Republic, 
and talk frequently. 

This will be the first time the 22-year-old Reyes has faced Nova, who is nine years older. 

Nova told Reyes earlier in the week, “If I see you swinging for a homer I will hit you the next 
pitch.” 

Nova spent spring training with the Padres in 2011 after the team selected him in the Rule 5 
draft, but they sent him back to the Yankees before the season began. 

The following November, Reyes signed with the Padres. Nova sent him the jersey he wore during 
his time with the team. 

Reyes said Nova would counsel him in recent years as Reyes became anxious about making it to 
the big leagues. 

“He was like, ‘Wait, wait. You’re going to get it. Be patient. It takes time,’ “ Reyes recounted. 
“When I got a call up I talked to him right away. … He was watching my first game. He said, ‘I 
fell asleep late because I was watching you.’ “ 

The 31-year-old Nova (2-3, 5.01) is making his 10th start of the season. Reyes will start for the 
third time since his call-up. He is 1-for-8 with four strikeouts. 

“I grew up watching him,” Reyes said. “… I’m going to be ready for him.” 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ivan-nova-PESPT000010293-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Lyles to start for Padres in 
place of Lucchesi; Erlin 
likely next day 
Kevin Acee  

  

Jordan Lyles made his first start of the season in place of another pitcher who wasn’t performing 
well. 

Then in his second start, Lyles nearly pitched a perfect game. 

For his third start, he will move up a day to pitch in place of Joey Lucchesi, Sunday against 
the Pirates. 

Lyles was scheduled to pitch Monday in Washington, but he is the easy pick to replace Lucchesi, 
who went on the 10-day disabled list Tuesday with a right hip strain. The Pades having not 
played on Thursday means Lyles will be starting on the normal four days’ rest. 

The real question was who will start Monday against the Nationals. 

It appears that will be Robbie Erlin, largely due to the Nationals hitting right-handed pitchers 
(especially starters) better than lefties. The other option would have been right-hander Bryan 
Mitchell. 

It won’t be Luis Perdomo. While Perdomo has made strides in five starts in Triple-A, the 
preference is to leave him in the minors for now. 

Lyles made 13 appearances out of the bullpen before being called on to start May 10 against the 
Cardinals. Replacing Mitchell, who was sent to the bullpen, Lyles allowed five hits and two runs 
(one earned) that night. 

In his second start, Tuesday against the Rockies, Lyles got one out into the eighth inning before 
allowing his first baserunner. It was the longest a Padres player had gone with a perfect game 
since Chris Young went 7 2/3 innings on Sept. 7, 2008. 

He left having allowed a single and a walk to his final two batters. Kirby Yates and Brad Hand 
finished the 4-0 victory, the Padres’ second one-hitter of the season. 

Through two starts, Lyles has a 0.73 ERA over 12 1/3 innings. He has a 2.53 ERA in 35 total 
innings this season. 

The move to start the right-handed Lyles — in place of the left-handed Lucchesi and instead of 
Erlin — is probably prudent. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pittsburgh-pirates-ORSPT000023-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/washington-nationals-15008033-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
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The Pirates are batting .271/.357/.478 against left-handers. Those numbers rank fourth, first 
and second in the majors. 

Pittsburgh is pretty good against right-handed pitching as well, hitting .257/.326/.418. Those 
numbers rank fifth, 11th and 11th. Overall, the Pirates have the majors’ fifth-highest batting 
average (.260), fourth-highest on-base percentage (.332) and fifth-highest slugging percentage 
(.430). 

Lyles made five starts for the Padres last season, posting a 9.39 ERA in 23 innings after the team 
signed him off waivers in August following his release by the Rockies. 

Earlier this season, Lyles pitched two perfect innings in a Padres’ victory at Houston. 
The Astros drafted Lyles 38th overall in 2008, and he pitched for them from 2011-13 before 
being traded to Colorado. 

Lyles never played for the Pirates. 

When he finished just outside the running for a spot in the starting rotation to open the season, 
Lyles was instructed to focus on attacking hitters in his relief role. He responded by throwing 64 
percent of his pitches for strikes. 

While mixing in his slider more and his change-up less — and keeping his fastball velocity, 
which approached 95 mph in relief appearance, at just under 94 mph — he has thrown nearly 69 
percent of his pitches for strikes in his two starts. 

Lucchesi began playing catch Thursday. The rookie is eligible to come off the DL on May 25, and 
manager Andy Green has said he is hopeful Lucchesi misses just one start. 
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Hosmer stays hot, creates winning run vs. Bucs 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 18th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- Eric Hosmer hits plenty of doubles. Through 42 games with the Padres, he 
has 16 of them, putting him on pace to cruise past Tony Gwynn's franchise record. 

With that in mind, Hosmer's sixth-inning cue shot in Friday's 3-2 victory over the Pirates at PNC 
Park was fairly unremarkable. It was also precisely why the Padres brought him on board during 
the offseason. 

 
Hosmer hit a check-swing bouncer down the left-field line, then turned on the jets around first. 
With two outs and nobody on, why not take a shot at second? He slid in safely. One batter later, 
Hosmer got a perfect read on Franchy Cordero's opposite-field single into left, coming around 
to score just ahead of the throw. The Padres had the lead, and they wouldn't relinquish it. 

18th, 2018 

"As every day passes, he's obviously the leader of this team," Padres manager Andy Green 
said. "... The way he plays, that's a down-and-dirty style of play today, stretching singles into 
doubles and scoring on singles [hit directly] to outfielders. Everybody sees that, respects that 
and responds to that." 

Do they ever. 

"We all watch TV," catcher Raffy Lopez said with a grin. "I watched a little baseball when I 
wasn't in the bigs. He's been doing that for seven or eight years now." 

"It's great to watch," said right-hander Tyson Ross, who worked six innings of two-run ball on 
Friday night. "That's what it takes to win ballgames." 

Gwynn's club record is 49, set in 1997. With two doubles on Friday night, Hosmer moved into 
the National League lead. His first two-bagger plated the Padres' first run, and he'd score the 
next two himself, putting them on top, 3-2. 

18th, 2018 

A gutty effort from the bullpen made certain the lead would hold up. Kirby Yates punched 
out Sean Rodriguez with runners on the corners in the seventh. Brad Hand stranded runners 
in scoring position in the eighth and the ninth, ending both frames with weak ground balls. 

18th, 2018 

As for Ross, he struggled with his control from the start. The veteran right-hander walked the 
first two hitters he faced, one of whom came around to score. He walked another in the third, 
and that run scored as well. The Padres had fallen into a 2-0 hole. 

From there, Ross didn't blink. He grinded his way through six innings, allowing five hits and a 
season-high four walks. 

"It wasn't his best night," Green said. "But it was good enough." 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/446481/sean-rodriguez
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
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Hosmer made certain of that. 

18th, 2018 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Trouble at the top: Travis Jankowski and Hosmer have combined to form quite the duo at 
the top of the order. They put the Padres on the board in the fourth. Jankowski led off with a 
single, swiped second, then came around to score on Hosmer's double. (He has been on base 
for six of Hosmer's last eight RBI hits.) Two batters later, Lopez's RBI groundout plated Hosmer, 
tying the game. 

18th, 2018 

Franch on the fly: Cordero's defense in left field has come under some scrutiny over the past 
couple days. He botched a routine fly ball on Thursday night, and he misplayed a ball at the wall 
in first inning Friday. Cordero's redemption came at just the right time. In the bottom of the sixth, 
with runners on first and second and one out, Jordy Mercer sent a deep fly ball to left field. 
Cordero got the perfect break, then tracked it down in front of the wall, making a nice back-
handed grab. 

18th, 2018 

MARGOT BANGED UP 
The Padres tried to avoid using center fielder Manuel Margot, who was experiencing soreness 
in his left wrist after making a diving attempt at a line drive on Thursday night. A late double 
switch forced their hand, and Margot entered in the bottom of the eighth. 

Margot was available to run and to play defense, but not to swing. His ailing wrist was the 
explanation for a curious at-bat in the ninth, in which he watched two strikes go by, then 
attempted to bunt for a hit. He bounced it straight back to the mound. 

Margot will be further evaluated on Saturday. The Padres are optimistic he'll avoid a stint on the 
disabled list. If he ends up there, his return date would be pushed further into the future because 
he played in Friday's game. 

SOUND SMART 
Corey Dickerson led off the ninth inning with a reviewed double against Hand. It snapped an 0-
for-31 stretch for lefty hitters against the Padres southpaw, and it marked their first hit this 
season. 

18th, 2018 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Freddy Galvis was 8-for-his-last-14 when he came to the plate in the fifth, but he couldn't catch 
a break against Pirates righty Ivan Nova. Galvis hit a hard chopper back to the mound that 
Nova snared out of mid-air. He attempted to remove the ball from his glove, only to find it caught 
in his webbing. Instead, he trotted toward first and tossed the entire glove to first 
baseman Josh Bell for the out. 

18th, 2018 

HE SAID IT 
"It's just a very intelligent baseball play. There's two outs, and if Corey Dickerson throws you out 
at second base, that was a great time to take a chance. It turned out to be the difference in the 
game. [On Cordero's single], his secondary lead was great, his route to score was great. You 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/eric-hosmer-and-travis-jankowski-a-dynamic-duo/c-277155422
http://m.mlb.com/player/474568/jordy-mercer
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/572816/corey-dickerson
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/467100/ivan-nova
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/ivan-nova-throws-glove-to-get-out-at-first/c-277315898
http://m.mlb.com/player/605137/josh-bell
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like seeing a guy who understands the game well enough to know as soon as that ball's hit 
down the third-base line, he's thinking two right out of the box." -- Green, on Hosmer 

UP NEXT 
Clayton Richard has bounced back from a rough start to the season with consecutive eight-
inning outings. He became the first Padres pitcher to do so since Andrew Cashner in 2014. 
The veteran left-hander starts Saturday against the Pirates with first pitch slated for 4:05 p.m. 
PT. The Bucs counter with Nick Kingham. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/488768/andrew-cashner
http://m.mlb.com/player/592468/nick-kingham
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90 percent sliders? It works for Hand 
Closer secures 4-out save relying heavily on best pitch 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 18th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- Brad Hand painted the outside corner with a slider on the first pitch he threw 
Friday night. Facing Gregory Polanco with the bases loaded in the eighth inning of a one-run 
game, he did the same thing with his second pitch. 

It was going to be that kind of night. 

"Those ones that I threw to Polanco were pretty good -- the first two," Hand said. "I just stayed 
with it." 

Sixteen sliders later, Hand had nailed down a nervy 3-2 victory over the Pirates, his signature 
offering as electric as ever. Hand faced five batters Friday night, and he threw 20 pitches -- 18 
of them sliders. 

"I mixed in a few heaters," catcher Raffy Lopez said of his signs. "He just wanted the slider. His 
slider's just so good. We just kept going to it." 

Hand clearly isn't shy about using his slider in any situation. When he entered with the bases 
loaded in the eighth, he threw three straight sliders to start the at-bat. 

When Hand ran the count full to Polanco, he didn't hesitate. Slider. Polanco bounced weakly to 
short. 

18th, 2018 

"Three-two, I felt confident that I could throw it for a strike in that situation," Hand said. 

Corey Dickerson blooped a double into left field to start the ninth inning, meaning Hand would 
have three more high-leverage situations to use his best weapon. He struck out Josh Bell. He 
struck out Sean Rodriguez. And he got Elias Diaz to bounce to short, ending the game. All 
three outs came on sliders. 

This season, opponents are 4-for-41 on at-bats ending with Hand's slider. But it's not merely a 
putaway pitch. When he commands it, it's devastating early in counts. He's gotten 48 strikes 
looking this season via the slider, the second most among all Major League relievers. (Adam 
Ottavino has 73.) 

"He felt good about it," said Padres manager Andy Green. "And he kept going to it." 

And it kept working. 

 
  

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
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Longer starts aiding Padres' leverage relievers 
Hosmer extends hit streak to seven games; Pirela rests for first time this season 
By Bill Center San Diego Padres 
7:35 AM ET 
 

The letter of the day for the Padres is "L." 

For length and leverage. 

Recently, the Padres' starting pitchers have been getting deeper into games and turning leads 
over to the club's three leading "leverage" relievers: Kirby Yates, Craig Stammen and Brad 
Hand. 

The combination has led the Padres to go 8-8 over their 16 games in May. 

Clayton Richard has gone eight innings in each of his past two starts -- the first Padres starter 
to do that since the 2014 season. Richard has allowed five runs on 12 hits and a walk in those 
two starts with 18 strikeouts. Richard's ERA for the two games is 2.81. 

Tyson Ross went six innings for a fourth straight start Friday night. Over those 24 innings, Ross 
allowed nine runs on 18 hits and 12 walks with 24 strikeouts. Ross has a 3.38 ERA in those four 
games, and the Padres are 3-1. 

And Jordan Lyles was perfect for 7 1/3 innings in his second start of the season. 

The length has allowed Green to go directly to his core relievers, who have been turning in 
some strong outings since Yates returned from the disabled list on April 20. 

Yates has allowed one run on six hits and five walks with 13 strikeouts in 11 1/3 innings over 12 
appearances since he returned. That's an ERA of 0.79. He also is credited with two wins against 
no losses. 

Stammen has made 10 appearances since April 20, and he has allowed two runs on 11 hits and 
four walks with nine strikeouts in 9 2/3 innings for a 1.86 ERA and a 1-0 record. 

And Hand has made 11 appearances since April 20, and he is 1-1 with seven saves in eight 
opportunities. He has allowed four runs on seven hits and seven walks with 23 strikeouts in 13 
1/3 innings for a 2.70 ERA. 

Padres manager Andy Green connected longer starts from his rotation to the success of his 
relievers on Friday afternoon in his pregame media session before the Padres' 3-2 win in 
Pittsburgh -- where Yates, Stammen and Hand combined to work three scoreless innings after 
Ross. 

"Starters going deeper takes the stress off your leverage bullpen arms," said Green. "Tyson's 
done a nice job. Clayton's last couple times out have been very good at giving that as well. 
Jordan obviously did it his last time out. If you've got three guys who you can expect quality 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
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starts from consistently, it takes the stress off the bullpen and lets your younger guys kind of find 
their footing along the way." 

By the way, Friday marked the third time this season that Hand recorded a four-out save. 

Notebook 

• First baseman Eric Hosmer was 2-for-3 on Friday with two doubles, and he had a hand in all 
three Padres runs with an RBI and two runs scored. Hosmer extended his hitting streak to 
seven games, going 9-for-26 with three walks, five doubles, a homer, eight RBIs and four runs 
scored. Hosmer has 16 doubles, putting him on pace for 56 this season. The Padres single-
season record is 49 by Tony Gwynn in 1997. 

• Jose Pirela got Friday off, his first day off of the season. Pirela had started all of this season's 
first 45 games -- 22 games in left, five in right and 18 at second base. The only Padre to start all 
46 games is shortstop Freddy Galvis. 

• Galvis was 1-for-4 Friday, and he is 8-for-17 over the past five games with three doubles, a 
triple, an RBI and four runs scored. 

• Hunter Renfroe has started two games on his rehab assignment with Triple-A El Paso, going 
2-for-9 with a double, a walk, an RBI and three runs scored. 
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Lyles to make next start Sunday 
Righty coming off flirtation with perfecto; prospect Munoz making progress; Headley released 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
May 18th, 2018 
 

PITTSBURGH -- Jordan Lyles' encore to his near-perfect game will come one day earlier than 
originally planned. 

Lyles, who carried a perfect game one out into the eighth inning against the Rockies on 
Tuesday, is scheduled to start Sunday against the Pirates. It's the spot that would've been 
occupied by left-hander Joey Lucchesi, but Lucchesi was placed on the disabled list 
Tuesday. 

In two starts this season, Lyles has struck out 16 and allowed one earned run over 12 1/3 
innings. He owns a 2.53 ERA this year in 15 appearances, the first 13 of which came out of the 
'pen. 

Because of Wednesday's off-day, Lyles is still ticketed to start on normal rest. But the Padres do 
not have a starter lined up for Monday. 

"Everything is probably predicated on what happens in our bullpen over the next few days," 
manager Andy Green said. "We'll make decisions that are best for us to win today's game, and 
we'll make our rotation decision after that." 

Robbie Erlin and Bryan Mitchell are the most likely candidates to fill that void. With rain in the 
forecast over the next two days in Pittsburgh, the weather could shake things up further. 

Munoz to begin throwing program 
Hard-throwing righty prospect Andres Munoz is slated to throw off a mound Monday, the first 
time he'll do so since he sustained a UCL sprain in his throwing elbow in April. Munoz is one of 
the club's top bullpen prospects and is ranked No. 20 on the overall organizational list by MLB 
Pipeline. 

Munoz burst onto the scene in the Arizona Fall League last year, posting a 1.04 ERA and a 0.69 
WHIP in nine appearances. The 19-year-old turned heads with a high-octane fastball that 
routinely touched triple digits. MLB Pipeline graded the pitch as an 80 -- the highest possible 
score on the 20-80 scale. 

There's plenty of development ahead for Munoz, and he will need to lower his walk rate 
significantly. But the Padres feel he has closer potential. If his rehab goes according to plan, 
he'll begin the season at Class A Fort Wayne or Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore. 

Padres officially release Headley 
Chase Headley has hit the open market. 

The Padres officially released the veteran third baseman Friday, having designated him for 
assignment last weekend. Headley was batting just .115/.233/.135 in 60 plate appearances this 
year. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/joey-lucchesi-hip-strain-on-disabled-list/c-276820168
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/joey-lucchesi-hip-strain-on-disabled-list/c-276820168
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http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
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San Diego is on the hook for the remainder of Headley's 2018 salary. If he's picked up by 
another team, it will owe Headley a pro-rated version of the league minimum. 

Headley, owed $13 million in 2018, arrived in San Diego along with Mitchell in a December 
trade with the Yankees. The Padres took on his burdensome contract mostly so they could 
acquire Mitchell, whom they believed could be a serviceable rotation piece. Mitchell has since 
struggled and was demoted to the bullpen earlier this month. 

As for Headley, it's unclear what's next. He's in the 12th season of a big league career in which 
he owns a .263/.342/.399 slash line. He was a productive piece on a postseason team as 
recently as last year with the Yankees. But his start to the 2018 campaign has raised serious 
questions about whether the 34-year-old third baseman can turn things around. 

"He experienced no luck with us in 60 at-bats, and that's a very short sample to make an 
ultimate judgement of a guy's worth when he's played over a decade of quality baseball," said 
Green. "If he gets that opportunity and feels good about it, I think he'll take it. There's good 
things out in front of him." 
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Taking the Lead: Travis Jankowski is 

swinging a hot bat in the leadoff spot for 

the Padres 
By Dennis Lin   

 

PITTSBURGH — On at least one occasion this season, Travis Jankowski has encountered inquiring 

minds in the Padres’ dugout. 

 

The 26-year-old outfielder has offered at barely more than a third of the pitches thrown his way. His 34.8 

percent swing rate, as measured by FanGraphs, represents a career low. 

 

Yet Jankowski is making contact on 85.7 percent of his swings, including 94.8 percent inside the strike 

zone. Both numbers are career highs. At times, his vision inside the batter’s box has seemed uncanny. 

 

“Guys have asked me, ‘Were you auto-taking on those pitches?’” Jankowski said. “And I’m like, ‘No, 

man, I don’t auto-take. If it’s there, I’m hitting it.’” 

 

A few things are different about Jankowski’s offensive approach in 2018. His leg kick is gone, replaced 

by a small, early stride. He is back to lining opposite-field hits with regularity. His swing is shorter to the 

ball. He now keeps his bat still as he waits for each pitch. His plate discipline in a limited sample has been 

elite. 

 

“It’s really impressive watching him,” Padres catcher Raffy Lopez said. “He’s seeing beach balls.” 

 

Since being recalled from Triple-A El Paso on April 29, Jankowski has been one of the league’s most 

effective leadoff men. He went 2-for-4 in Friday’s 3-2 victory over the Pirates, raising his average to .370. 

His .460 on-base percentage leads all players with 60 or more plate appearances. When facing right-

handed pitchers, he is getting on base 49 percent of the time. 

 

Jankowski’s production has been an eye-opener, especially considering where he started the season. A 

Triple-A assignment was not without reason. Jankowski, 27 next month, began the year with a career 

slash line of .230/.310/.304. A crowded outfield in San Diego meant his opportunities were dwindling. 

Then, a reunion proved fruitful. 

 

El Paso hitting coach Morgan Burkhart had been with Double-A San Antonio when Jankowski played for 

that affiliate three seasons ago. The following year, Jankowski started 82 games for the Padres, played 

excellent defense and adopted a leg kick as a timing mechanism. He finished hitting .245/.332/.313. 

 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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In 27 games with San Diego last season — a fracture in his right foot cost Jankowski more than three 

months — he hit .187/.282/.213. Through his first nine games with El Paso last month, he was hitting 

.194. Below is an example of his old swing: 

“Burkie kind of said, ‘Hey, man, I want to get you back to what you were doing in San Antonio,’” 

Jankowski said. “We watched a lot of film and got back to just simplifying everything, minimizing the leg 

kick, more of doing a leg turn instead. 

 

“It wasn’t instant feedback as far as the swing, but it was instant feedback as far as the pitch recognition 

and being able to lay off borderline pitches. So really, it eliminated my chases right away and I got 

comfortable with it, and that’s when the hits started coming.” 

 

Jankowski finished his month-long stint in Triple A hitting .363/.452/.450. In the three weeks since his 

promotion, he has bettered those numbers while utilizing the same pared-down approach. 

 

“I think it keeps his head a little calmer and allows him to see the ball, which to me has always been a big 

strength of his,” Burkhart said. “I could see that back in the day — you could really see him quit on balls 

early, which just means he sees the ball early and well out of the hand. One of the things was to take his 

biggest asset and put it to use, quieting his head and just putting him in a strong position where all he has 

to really do is see the ball, create a little rhythm and go.” 

Jankowski’s batting average on balls in play is an unsustainable .463. He has remained one of the game’s 

premier ground-ball hitters. But his average exit velocity is up. Weak rollovers have been few. And 

Jankowski continues to be one of the fastest baserunners around. 

“He’s putting bat on ball better,” one rival scout said. “He’s getting a lot more soft hits by doing what 

he’s doing. And he accidentally got a home run by being short to the ball.” 

An underlying statistic, one the Padres are emphasizing at all levels of the organization, is particularly 

promising. Jankowski has swung at only 13.8 percent of pitches outside the strike zone, the second-lowest 

chase rate among all players who’ve gone to bat at least 60 times. In three previous seasons, he had never 

ended below 22 percent. 

Jankowski believes batting in front of first baseman Eric Hosmer, the Padres’ No. 2 hitter, has been a 

boon. 

“I think pitchers tend to look past me and say ‘I’ve got Eric Hosmer coming up next, so let’s focus on 

that,’” Jankowski said. “I think I kind of go unnoticed, which I’m not mad about.” 

Still, it is no coincidence that Hosmer has gone from driving in only four runs before May to recording 15 

RBI in 16 games this month. Friday, a familiar scene unfolded in the top of the fourth inning. 

Jankowski led off with a single. Then he swiped second. Hosmer later scored him with a double. 

“The guy I see right now looks very similar to the guy that I had in 2016 when he came up,” Padres 

manager Andy Green said recently. “He got on base repetitively against right-handed pitching, he had a 

lot of very good at-bats. It’s fun to see him kind of in his element, playing well. He does things obviously 

in the outfield. Catches other people aren’t making he’s making out there. So he’s impacting on both sides 

of the ball right now.” 

The Padres had hoped to be voicing similar praise for Manuel Margot, who opened the season atop the 

lineup. The center fielder, however, has wrestled with his own approach at the plate; he is hitting 
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.195/.242/.301. Injuries have slowed him. For most of the last month, he has resided near the bottom of 

the order. 

Margot and Jankowski will not maintain their current paces forever. Margot’s ceiling continues to be all-

star-caliber. In Jankowski, who can handle all three outfield positions, most evaluators still see a useful 

reserve. 

“I’ve seen guys like him become better hitters as they figure things out year to year,” the aforementioned 

scout said. “Safe bet, though, is fourth outfielder.” 

The Padres’ outfield situation will be further clouded when Hunter Renfroe and Wil Myers return from 

the disabled list. A trade or two is possible. Regression after a hot start is all but assured. 

For now, at least, Jankowski is experiencing unprecedented clarity. 

“I’m definitely pleased with how this start to the season’s gone, definitely not content,” he said. “I think 

every single person in this locker room can put it together for a month. Staying consistent through that is 

what takes you to the next level and separates you.” 
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Hosmer and Ross help Padres cool off 
Pirates, 3-2  
8:40 PM PT 

Associated Press 

 
PITTSBURGH -- The small-market San Diego Padres made a big investment in February when they 
signed Eric Hosmer to a $144-million, eight-year contract as a free agent, the largest in franchise 
history. 
 
The veteran first baseman paid dividends Friday night as he hit two doubles and scored the go-
ahead run, and Tyson Ross won for the first time in more than a month as the Padres cooled off 
the Pittsburgh Pirates 3-2. 
 

"It's been really fun," Hosmer said. "I feel like I bring a lot of things to the young hitters that you 
don't really know about until you play at this level -- how to prepare, how to attack pitchers -- and 
it's a good reminder for myself, too. I think it's making me a better hitter." 

Hosmer doubled with two outs in the sixth inning off Ivan Nova and Franchy Cordero followed by 
lining a single to left field. That broke a 2-2 tie and sent Pittsburgh to its second loss in 10 games. 
Ross (3-3) ended a five-start winless streak by giving up two runs and five hits in six innings while 
striking out two and walking four. It was his first victory since April 13 against San Francisco. 

"I didn't have my best stuff and struggled to execute, but I was able to hold it to two runs," Ross 
said. "Then the defense did its thing, the offense scored some runs, and the bullpen did a good job 
like it always does." 

Austin Meadows, filling in for Starling Marte in center field, made his major league debut for the 
Pirates and had two hits and a stolen base. A first-round draft pick in 2013, Meadows was recalled 
from Triple-A Indianapolis earlier in the day when Marte was placed on the 10-day disabled list 
with a strained right oblique. 
 

Meadows also hit two long flyouts to center field that might have been home runs if the wind wasn't 
blowing in off the Allegheny River. 

"I've been dreaming of this day, visualizing it and stuff like that," Meadows said. "So, I don't think I 
had any nerves. I think for me it was anticipation and being ready to play. Going out there and being 
myself." 

Brad Hand got the final four outs for his 13th save in 15 opportunities. He induced Gregory 
Polanco to ground out to end the eighth inning after entering with the bases loaded, then worked 
around Corey Dickerson's leadoff double in the ninth. 
 

"You can try to make something of the situation or just try to get outs," Hand said. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30099/tyson-ross
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/pit/pittsburgh-pirates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30400/ivan-nova
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33340/franchy-cordero
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30830/starling-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32950/gregory-polanco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32950/gregory-polanco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31684/corey-dickerson
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Travis Jankowski also had two hits for San Diego, which is 8-8 in May after finishing April with a 10-
20 record. 
Dickerson had two hits for the Pirates, who stranded 13 runners. 

Nova (2-4) allowed three runs -- two earned -- and six hits in six innings. He is 0-4 in his last six 
starts. 

Hosmer doubled and scored on Raffy Lopez's grounder in the fourth inning to pull the Padres into a 
2-2 tie. The Pirates' Josh Bell doubled in a run in the first and Dickerson had an RBI single in the 
third. 
 

"We missed the elusive big hit," Pittsburgh manager Clint Hurdle said. "Give them some credit 
because they made the pitches and got the outs when they needed them." 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Pirates: The team did not give a timetable for Marte's return, but Hurdle said it is not expected to be 
a prolonged absence. . C Francisco Cervelli (jammed finger) sat out after being injured during 
Thursday night's win over San Diego but should return Saturday. . RHP Joe Musgrove (strained right 
shoulder) made what was expected to be his last rehab start for Indianapolis and was tagged for six 
runs and 10 hits in five innings. . 2B Josh Harrison (broken left hand) will be evaluated by the 
team's medical staff Saturday after going 2 for 13 in three games with Double-A Altoona on a rehab 
assignment. 
 

LYLES MOVED UP 

Padres right-hander Jordan Lyles (1-1, 2.53 ERA) will move up a day in the rotation and start 
Sunday in the finale of the four-game series. A rotation spot opened when rookie left-hander Joey 
Lucchesi (strained right hip) was placed on the DL earlier in the week. 
 

Lyles will be pitching on regular rest after taking a perfect game into the eighth inning in his 
previous start against Colorado on Tuesday. 

HEADLEY RELEASED 

The Padres released third baseman Chase Headley, who hit just .105 in 27 games, six days after 
designating him for assignment. The 34-year-old cleared waivers, which was not surprising 
considering any team claiming him would be responsible for paying the remainder of his $13 
million salary. 

UP NEXT 

Padres: LHP Clayton Richard (2-5, 5.20) ended a four-game losing streak Sunday when he held St. 
Louis to two runs in eight innings. 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32647/raffy-lopez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32517/josh-bell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29273/francisco-cervelli
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34848/joe-musgrove
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30934/josh-harrison
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31061/jordan-lyles
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
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Pirates: RHP Nick Kingham (2-0, 2.92) is expected to be recalled from Indianapolis to make the 
start. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Paddack’s 

Scoreless Streak at 21 2/3 

Innings; Tatis Jr., Ornelas, Goris 

Swing Big Sticks 
By Bill Center 

Right-hander Chris Paddack pitched 5 2/3 scoreless innings for Advanced Single-A Lake 
Elsinore Friday night to extend his scoreless innings streak to start the 2018 season to 21 2/3. 

The 6-foot-4, 22-year-old Paddack, who returned last month from 2016 “Tommy John” surgery, 
allowed two hits and a walk with 10 strikeouts Friday night at Rancho Cucamonga. In four starts, 
the Padres’ №21-ranked prospectby MLB Pipeline has allowed no runs on 10 hits and two walks 
with 36 strikeouts in the 21 2/3 scoreless innings. That’s a 0.55 WHIP and 15 strikeouts per nine 
innings to go with that 0.00 earned run average. 

Other notable performances by Top-30 prospects in the Padres’ minor league system Friday 
night: 

— Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., 19, the Padres’ top-ranked prospect, was 3-for-6 with a 
double, a RBI and two runs scored to raise his batting average to .251 for Double-A San Antonio. 

— Catcher Austin Allen, the №27 prospect, was 3-for-5 with a run scored Friday and is 
hitting .319 for San Antonio. 

— Center fielder Tirso Ornelas, 18, the Padres’ №13 prospect, was 2-for-4 with a homer, a 
walk, two RBIs and three runs scored for Single-A Fort Wayne. He is hitting .269. 

And some notable performances from Padres prospects not in the Top-30: 

— Left-handed starter Nick Margevicius, 21, allowed two runs on four hits and no walks with 
eight strikeouts for Single-A Fort Wayne. The 6-foot-5 Margevicius is 2–2 on the season with a 
2.77 ERA. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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— Corner infielder Diego Goris, who the Padres re-acquired just before the start of the season, 
was 3-for-5 with a home run, two runs scored and four RBIs — including a two-run, walk-off 
single in the 10th for Triple-A El Paso. Goris is hitting .315. 

— Right fielder Hunter Renfore (.222) was 1-for-4 with a walk and two runs scored in his 
second rehab game for El Paso. 

— Catcher Luis Torrens (.296) had a double and solo homer in five at-bats for Lake Elsinore. 

In moves in the system, right-handed starter Miguel Diaz was promoted from San Antonio to El 
Paso. RHP Trevor Frank will join the Missions from the El Paso disabled list. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (21–21): CHIHUAHUAS 8, Fresno 7 (10 innings) — Starting RHP Jesse 
Scholtens (5.91 ERA) gave up five runs on six hits and a walk with three strikeouts in four 
innings. RHP Jonathan Aro (4.84) allowed a run on two hits with a strikeout in two innings. 
RHP Trey Wingenter (4.74) struck out two in two perfect innings. LHP Tyler Webb (1.38) 
issued a walk in an otherwise perfect inning. RHP Jose Castillo (1–0, 4.50) allowed an 
unearned run on a walk in an inning to get the win. LF Shane Peterson(.243) had a double and 
a homer in five at-bats with two RBIs and two runs scored. 1B Allen Craig (.253) was 2-for-4 
with a double and two RBIs. CF Auston Bousfield (.318) was 1-for-5 with a double and a run 
scored. 2B Luis Urías (.267) was 1-for-5 with a run scored. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25–16): MIDLAND 9, Missions 8–2B River Stevens (.244) 
backed Tatis and Austin Allen, going 3-for-5 with two RBIs. 1B Kyle Overstreet (.309) was 2-
for-4 with a double, a RBI and two runs scored. RF Forrestt Allday (.279) was 2-for-5 with two 
RBIs and a run scored. CF Taylor Kohlwey (.333) was 2-for-4. LF Josh Naylor (.344) had a 
two-run homer, his ninth, in six at-bats. 3B Ty France (.252) was 1-for-4 and was hit by a pitch 
for the 18th time with a RBI and a run scored. Starting RHP Cal Quantrill (5.32 ERA) allowed 
six runs on eight hits and three walks with four strikeouts in five innings. RHP Rowan 
Wick (2–3, 4.67) allowed three runs on three hits and two walks with three strikeouts in 1 1/3 to 
get the loss. RHP Eric Yardley (1.93) allowed a hit with a strikeout in 1 2/3 scoreless innings. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (18–24): Storm 5, RANCHO CUCAMONGA 4 —
 RHP Emmanuel Ramirez (6.75 ERA) followed Paddack and allowed two runs on a hit and a 
walk with a strikeout in an inning. RHP Elliot Ashbeck (2.45) allowed two runs on four hits 
with a strikeout in an inning. RHP Dauris Valdez (3.12) allowed a hit with three strikeouts in 1 
1/3 innings to get his third save. CF Edward Olivares (.274) backed Torrens, going 2-for-5. 
2B Eguy Rosario (.273) and C Marcus Greene Jr. (.211) were both was 2-for-4 with a RBI 
and a run scored. RF Jorge Oña (.245) was 1-for-4 with two RBIs. 3B Hudson Potts (.252) 
was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (18–22): TIN CAPS 13, South Bend 2 — LHP Travis Radke (1.90 
ERA) followed Margevicius and allowed a hit with five strikeouts in two scoreless innings. 
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C Juan Fernandez (.250) backed Ornelas with a double and a homer in four at-bats with four 
RBIs and two runs scored. RF Jack Suwinski (.245) was 2-for-3 with a walk and two RBIs. 
3B Luis Almanzar (.200) was 0-for-2 with three walks, a stolen base and three runs scored. 
2B Justin Lopez (.246) was 2-for-5 with a run scored. 1B Carlos Belen (.238) was 0-for-4 
with a walk and two runs scored. 
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This Day in Padres History —

 May 19 
By Bill Center 

May 19, 1975 — Randy Jonespitches a complete-game, 10-inning, one-hit shutout against the 
Cardinals at San Diego Stadium. Jones walks three and strikes out three. The only hit is a 
seventh-inning single by St. Louis outfielder Luis Melendez. Outfielder John Grubb, who 
goes 4-for-5, homers with one out in the 10th to give the Padres a 1–0 walk-off win. The game is 
played in exactly two hours, still the fastest, extra-inning game in Padres history. 

May 19, 1997 — Center fielderSteve Finley becomes first Padre since Nate Colbert in 1972 to 
hit three home runs in a game in 13–6 Padres win in Cincinnati. 

May 19, 2000 — Phil Nevin has six RBIs, including a grand slam, as the Padres win 11–7 at 
Atlanta. 

May 19, 2001 — Mark Kotsay is 4-for-7 with two doubles and a homer for four RBIs and Bubba 
Trammell drives in six runs and scores four with a homer and a double as the Padres win 20–7 
at Montreal. Kotsay and Ryan Klesko set still-standing franchise records with seven at-bats in a 
nine-inning game. 

May 19, 2010 — First baseman Adrian Gonzalez is 3-for-5 with a homer and six RBIs in a 10–5 
Padres win at Dodger Stadium. 
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Andy’s Address, 5/18 

Andy Addresses Ross, starters going deep, Lyles, 

Reyes, etc. 

By Bill Center 

Tyson Ross went six innings for a fourth straight start Friday night in Pittsburgh, allowing two 
runs on five hits and four walks with two strikeouts. 

During his media session before the game, Padres manager Andy Greendiscussed Ross and the 
importance of the starting pitchers going deeper into game in regards to the bullpen. 

“I just want to see Tyson go out and pitch how he has,” said Green. “We’re pleased with what he’s 
done up to this point in the season. Attack with the fastball and the slider and not much else.” 

Not only has ross gone six innings in each of his last four starts, Clayton Richard has worked 
back-to-back, eight-inning starts and Jordan Lyles went 7 1/3 innings in his second start. 

“Starters going deeper takes the stress off your leverage bullpen arms,” said Green. “Tyson’s done 
a nice job. Clayton’s last couple times out been very good at giving that as well. Jordan obviously 
did it his last time out. If you’ve got three guys who you can expect quality starts from 
consistently, it takes the stress off the bullpen and lets your younger guys kid of find their footing 
along the way.” 

Green said Lyles will start Sunday’s game but didn’t name a starter for Monday. Also, the 
Pittsburgh weather forecast is for rain Saturday . . . which could result in a doubleheader Sunday. 
Green discussed the possibilities: 

“Lyles will start on Sunday,” said Green. “Beyond that, everything is predicated on what happens 
in our bullpen the next few days. Everybody in the bullpen is available for us today. We’ll make 
decisions about what’s best to win today’s game then we’ll make our rotation decision after that.” 

“Monday’s starter might come from the bullpen (likely either Robbie Erlin or Bryan Mitchell). 
That decision might come on how tonight’s game goes and how tomorrow’s game goes. If we 
make it through without using those guys, there’s a good possibility one of them starts for us.” 

“If there is a rainout tomorrow, we’d have to figure out if we’re playing two immediately on 
Sunday, which I assume we would . . . and we’d probably have those two guys throwing Saturday 
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and Sunday starting Sunday. We won’t change anything. We’ve got to wait and see when the rain 
comes. We’re not consumed with that right now.” 

Green said he likes the idea of giving his starters extra rest whenever possible. 

“Most the minor league guys with us how, (Joey) Lucchesi and (Eric) Lauerare used to 
pitching on six-day rotation,” said Green. “Extra rest not bad thing for anybody right now.” 

Green then turned to discussions on Freddy Galvis, Travis Jankowski, Franmil 
Reyes, Carlos Asuaje and Chase Headley, who was officially released by the Padres on 
Friday. 

On Galvis, who had three, multi-hit games in four outings entering Friday: “His swing definitely 
looks shorter,” said Green. “I think he’s just trying to put the bat on the ball right now and he’s 
squaring it up all over the field. For a while there, it felt like there was some length to the swing. I 
don’t know if that was a byproduct of him trying to juice baseballs. In the last three or four days, 
you’ve seen real short to the baseball swings and we’ve seen him pepper line drives all over the 
field.” 

On the rookie Reyes: “He hasn’t had a ton of at-bats,” said Green. “Franmil had a tough at-bat off 
the bench last night. He probably has a very short history of pinch-hit at-bats off the bench. He’s 
hit righties very well throughout the course of his minor league career. He had a tough matchup 
with Tyler Anderson in his first game. I think he’ll settle in with more at-bats and take some 
productive swings.” 

On Jankowski: “He’s gotten back to who he is, which is shooting line drives the other way. Last 
year he went to the leg kick a little bit and had trouble repeating consistently. This year, there is a 
simplicity to what he is doing and it’s just line drives all over the field. He looks really good. He 
looks very comfortable standing in there against right-handed pitching.” 

On Asuaje, who had his first action at third in the ninth inning Thursday: “It’s always great to see 
a guy play well,” said Green. “He made two nice plays yesterday. The diving catch was nice. You 
could tell there was energy in him. I think he carries inside him this desire to prove the world 
wrong, which has served him very well and made him a big league baseball player. When we said 
‘We want you to get some reps at third,’ he immediately said “I can do that’ without getting reps. 
He proved it last night with two nice plays.” 

On Headley: “The last conversation I had with Chase was that if the opportunity presented itself 
and was right for him and his family, he’d take advantage of that opportunity and go play,” said 
Green. “He experienced no luck with us in 60 at-bats — and 60 at-bats is a small sample size to 
make an ultimate judgement on a guy’s worth when he’s put over a decade of quality baseball into 
the batter’s box. I think if he gets that opportunity and feels good about it, he’ll take it and there 
will be good things out in front for him.” 
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Two Pirates rookies will challenge Padres 

STATSMay 18, 2018 at 11:34p ET 

A couple of rookies considered to have big upsides are expected to be in the Pittsburgh Pirates’ 
lineup Saturday for the third game of a four-game weekend series against the San Diego 
Padres at PNC Park in Pittsburgh. 

Austin Meadows made his major league debut Friday after being recalled from Triple-A 
Indianapolis with center fielder Starling Marte going on the 10-day disabled list because of a 
right oblique strain. 

Meadows was 2-for-4 with two singles, a stolen base and two long flies to center, and he 
handled both balls hit to him in Pittsburgh’s 3-2 loss. He likely will start again Saturday. 

 “I don’t think it’s hit me yet,” he said of getting his first hit in his first game. “It’s something I’ll 
never forget.” 

Right-hander Nick Kingham is expected to be recalled from Triple-A Indianapolis in time to start 
for Pittsburgh against the Padres. Kingham was impressive in his first two big league starts 
earlier this season, going 2-0 with a 2.92 ERA. He allowed four runs and seven hits in 12 1/3 
innings, with 16 strikeouts and one walk, but he was returned to the minor leagues because 
Pittsburgh did not need a fifth starter for several weeks. 

Kingham will face San Diego for the first time on Saturday, 

With starter Joe Musgrove apparently nearing a return from the disabled list, Kingham might 
have to really shine to remain in the big leagues. 

Meadows was a first-round draft pick in 2013, Kingham a fourth-rounder in 2010. They were 
pegged as top prospects, but both had their development stunted and their major league debuts 
delayed by injuries. 

“I thought he managed his at-bats well,” Pirates manager Clint Hurdle said of Meadows’ first 
game. “I thought he laid off pitches that were out of the zone. I thought he got his swing off. He 
wasn’t pushed on defense at all. Got a nice jump, stole a base.” 

Pittsburgh might get catcher Francisco Cervelli back. He missed Friday’s game because of a 
swollen finger he sustained on a play at first a night earlier. 

The Pirates (26-18) had their three-game winning streak halted, and San Diego (18-28) won for 
the fourth time in six games Friday in the second game of the series. 

Left-hander Clayton Richard (2-5, 5.20 ERA) is set to make his team-leading 10th start for the 
Padres on Saturday. 

Richard had a rough start to the season, with his ERA reaching 6.21 in early May, but he has 
rebounded with two strong starts. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/story/two-pirates-rookies-will-challenge-padres-051818
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
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Richard has pitched eight innings in successive starts for the first time in his career. 

“He’s proven that (our) faith is warranted, the last couple of times out,” Padres manager Andy 
Green said. 

“You want to do everything you can to stay in the game as long as you can,” Richard said. 

On Sunday, he tied a career high with 10 strikeouts in a 5-3 win against St. Louis — and he 
wanted to return to the mound for the ninth inning. 

“He prides himself on being able to go deep into a game,” Green said. “He was lobbying me for 
the ninth, and I tried to explain to him — and he’s the valedictorian of his high school class — 
that I was pinch-hitting for him at the exact time he was lobbying to stay in the game. His 
competitive nature won out over his intellect for a moment. 

“But he’s been big for us in a lot of different ways — from a leadership standpoint and from an 
innings standpoint.” 

Richard is 2-2 with a 2.36 ERA in 10 career outings, five of them starts, against the Pirates. 

 
 


