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Preller might put faith in Padres' young arms 
Myers' 2019 role uncertain; GM discusses Galvis' free agency 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Nov. 6th, 2018 
 

CARLSBAD, Calif. -- The Padres' starting pitching needs to get better. Of that, there is little 
debate. 

But how, exactly, will general manager A.J. Preller go about improving a rotation that finished 
last in the National League in ERA in 2018? Well, he might not be as aggressive on the trade 
front this winter as was initially believed. 

At the non-waiver Trade Deadline, the Padres were rumored as partners for Chris 
Archer and Noah Syndergaard, seemingly indicating that they'd be active in trying to land a 
front-line arm this offseason. And they will be. 

But sources indicated that the front office's faith in its top-ranked farm system, according to MLB 
Pipeline, might preclude a trade for a starting pitcher. The Padres have seven pitchers ranked 
among MLB Pipeline's top 100 overall prospects. Essentially, the fit would have to be a 
perfect one, or else the Padres appear content to keep things in-house. 

"We feel like we have a lot of guys that have the capability of being a [front-line] pitcher in the 
next few years," Preller said Tuesday. "But you're constantly looking to add to a starting staff." 

Once again, the Padres are going to search for bargains in free agency. They might even look 
into a bigger-name arm with upside -- like Nathan Eovaldi or Japanese left-hander Yusei 
Kikuchi (if he's posted). 

But in the trade market, it sounds unlikely that San Diego will sacrifice its youngsters unless 
there's a multiyear fit at the front of the rotation. Internally, the Padres feel their window for 
contention in the NL West likely won't be open in 2019. That means developing their young 
pitchers takes precedence. They aren't going to part with prospects for a mid-tier starter when 
doing so would take a rotation spot away from one of those youngsters. 

As things stand, three places appear open in the San Diego rotation (behind Eric 
Lauer and Joey Lucchesi). There are a number of in-house options to fill out the starting five, 
including Jacob Nix, Robbie Erlin and Matt Strahm, among others. Prospects Logan 
Allen, Chris Paddack and Cal Quantrill should arrive at some point in 2019, as well. 

That means, if the Padres are going to make a deal -- and they have the farm system to do so -- 
it would need to be a front-line arm with at least two (and preferably three-plus) years of team 
control remaining. 

"You're constantly looking to add guys who can pitch in those top three roles," Preller said. 
"We'll examine that here over the next few weeks." 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/502042/chris-archer
http://m.mlb.com/player/502042/chris-archer
http://m.mlb.com/player/592789/noah-syndergaard
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/543135/nathan-eovaldi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
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Myers' role remains undecided 
The Padres have yet to decide on a defensive role for slugger Wil Myers, who shifted to third 
base for the final two months of the 2018 season (with little success). 

The coaching staff and front office have held discussions about where Myers might play next 
season. Right now, it seems contingent upon whether the Padres clear space in their outfield. 

Myers was much better in left field than at third base last season, but Franmil 
Reyes and Hunter Renfroe emerged in the two corner outfield spots. Both are trade candidates 
this offseason. 

"He's a guy that's shown he has a lot of versatility, played really well this year in the corner 
outfield for us," Preller said of Myers. "He obviously gave it a go at third base, and I think [after] 
what we're able to do here in the next month, we'll have a definite idea about what Wil's role will 
be in the next year." 

. 17th, 2018 

Myers missed half the 2018 season with an assortment of injuries and never got rolling 
offensively, finishing with a .253/.318/.446 slash line and 11 homers. 

The Galvis decision 
Three factors will go into the Padres' decision regarding free-agent shortstop Freddy Galvis. 

"Looking at term, looking at dollars and looking at role," Preller said. 

Galvis is a free agent for the first time, and he's going to test the market. The Padres remain 
interested in a reunion but won't break the bank for it, given that Fernando Tatis -- MLB 
Pipeline's No. 2 overall prospect -- is waiting in the wings. 

28th, 2018 

If the Padres are to re-sign Galvis, Preller's remarks indicate three things: 

• Term: The Padres probably aren't interested in a deal of three years or more, unless there's a 
substantial annual discount. 

• Dollars: If another team in need of a shortstop -- perhaps Detroit or Kansas City -- offers Galvis 
a larger-than-expected contract, the Padres wouldn't meet that number. 

• Role: Galvis isn't going to start 162 games for the Padres over the next two seasons, as he did 
in 2018. He'll have to cede time to youngsters Tatis and Luis Urias. 

As for Urias, the perceived second baseman of the future, Preller mentioned him as a candidate 
to open the year at shortstop in 2019. He's rotated time between second base and shortstop in 
the Minors. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
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Here's what Padres did in the AFL on Tuesday 
MLB.com 
Nov. 6th, 2018 
 

Here's a team-by-team breakdown of how all 30 teams' prospects fared in Arizona Fall 
League action on Tuesday: 

• Gameday: Peoria 5, Mesa 7 | Glendale 1, Surprise 10 | Scottsdale 2, Salt River 3 

AL East 

Blue Jays (Surprise) 
MLB Pipeline's No. 1 overall prospect, Vladimir Guerrero Jr., snapped his 0-for-12 skid with a 
run-scoring single as part of a 1-for-5 performance that lowered his AFL average to .379. After a 
1-for-17 start in the Fall League, Cavan Biggio, Toronto's No. 9 prospect, is hitting .371 over 
his last 10 games after finishing 3-for-4 with an RBI and a walk. Santiago Espinal (No. 22) went 
1-for-4 with an RBI out of the leadoff spot, while Jackson McClelland struck out a pair of hitters 
while tossing a scoreless ninth. More » 

. 6th, 2018 

Orioles (Glendale) 
Ryan McKenna, the Orioles' No. 12 prospect, went 1-for-3 with a double and scored the 
Desert Dogs' lone run. The double was his sixth in the AFL, where he sports a .370 average 
through 14 games. Steve Wilkerson was held hitless in four plate appearances. On the mound, 
Tyler Erwin was tagged for three earned runs and five hits and recorded just one out. Jay Flaa 
fared better, notching a strikeout during a scoreless inning. 

Rays (Peoria) 
Rays No. 9 prospect Lucius Fox singled, scored a run and plated another with a bases-loaded 
walk, one of two free passes he drew Tuesday. Catcher Ronaldo Hernandez (No. 7) went 0-for-
3 with a run scored and two walks. 

Red Sox (Mesa) 
Esteban Quiroz went 1-for-4 and scored a run. 

Yankees (Glendale) 
No. 45 overall prospect Estevan Florial (Yankees' No. 2) went 0-for-4 with two 
strikeouts. Thairo Estrada(No. 16) recorded a single in his first at-bat before finishing 1-for-4. 
Steve Sensley went 0-for-3. Kyle Zurak tossed a scoreless inning, allowing one hit, out of the 
bullpen. 

AL Central 

Indians (Glendale) 
Outfielder Connor Marabell doubled as part of a 2-for-4 performance as he accounted for a third 
of the Desert Dogs' six hits. Catcher Li-Jen Chu went 0-for-3 with a strikeout, though he did 
throw out an attempted basestealer. Starting pitcher Justin Garza suffered his first AFL loss 

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/events/afl/index.jsp
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/javelinas-vs-solar-sox/2018/11/06/564278#game_state=,game_tab=,game=564278
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/saguaros-vs-desert-dogs/2018/11/06/564277#game_state=final,game_tab=box,game=564277
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/scorpions-vs-rafters/2018/11/06/564279#game_state=preview,game_tab=,game=564279
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=100
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/player/669289/santiago-espinal
https://www.mlb.com/news/blue-jays-cavan-biggio-stays-hot-in-afl-play/c-300346056?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/player/592859/steve-wilkerson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tb
http://m.mlb.com/player/665650/lucius-fox
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nyy
http://m.mlb.com/player/642731/thairo-estrada
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after allowing five earned runs on six hits and three walks in 3 1/3 innings, while Jared Robinson 
was charged with one earned run on two hits in one inning out of the bullpen. 

Royals (Surprise) 
Royals No. 26 prospect Scott Blewett allowed a first-inning run but settled in and completed 
four innings of four-hit ball as he improved to 4-0 with a 2.21 ERA in the AFL. He struck out one 
batter and induced eight ground-ball outs in the performance, throwing 34 of 51 pitches for 
strikes. Khalil Lee (No. 2) went 0-for-3 but reached twice via walks and scored a run from the 
bottom of the lineup. 

Tigers (Mesa) 
Daniel Woodrow, hitting atop the Solar Sox lineup, reached base four times. The 23-year-old 
went 3-for-4, drew a walk, scored a run and also collected an RBI. 

Twins (Salt River) 
Twins No. 18 prospect Travis Blankenhorn went 0-for-3 and is hitting .214. 

White Sox (Glendale) 
White Sox No. 4 prospect Luis Robert (No. 44 overall) went 2-for-4 for Glendale to increase his 
AFL hitting streak to 12 games and his batting average to .367. Laz Rivera went 0-for-3 as the 
Desert Dogs' nine-hole hitter. Reliever Danny Dopico issued three walks and allowed a run 
while handling the ninth inning in the loss. 

AL West 

A's (Mesa) 
Athletics' No. 18 prospect Eli White picked up an RBI as part of his 1-for-4 effort and is now 
hitting .351 in the AFL. Luis Barrera, who drove in a pair of runs, also finished 1-for-4. Angel 
Duno took the mound in relief and spun a scoreless inning. After getting hit hard earlier in the 
Fall, Duno has put together back-to-back scoreless appearances. 

Angels (Mesa) 
Jahmai Jones, the Angels' No. 4 prospect, was hitless (0-for-2), but did draw a pair of walks 
and score a run. Roberto Baldoquin and David MacKinnon hit back-to-back in the Solar Sox 
order, with each picking up a hit. Combined, they finished 2-for-7. Daniel Procopio, Brett 
Hanewich and Ryan Clark threw the final three frames, but only Clark fared well. Procopio and 
Hanewich each gave up two earned runs, while Clark fired 1 1/3 scoreless frames. 

Astros (Scottsdale) 
Ronnie Dawson went 1-for-4 and is hitting .297 in the AFL. Trent Thornton, the Astros' No. 24 
prospect, gave up one run on one hit in 1 1/3 innings. Erasmo Pinales was stuck with the loss 
as he gave up one run on one hit in the ninth. 

Mariners (Peoria) 
Third baseman Chris Mariscal clubbed a two-run single in the seventh inning and also drew a 
walk. 

Rangers (Surprise) 
Joe Barlow posted a strikeout and walk while tossing a scoreless inning in relief. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=kc
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=min
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cws
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=oak
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=hou
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NL East 

Braves (Peoria) 
The Braves' No. 19 prospect, left-hander Thomas Burrows, pitched 1 2/3 scoreless innings in 
relief, holding Mesa to one hit and striking out two batters. Second baseman Ray-Patrick Didder 
went 1-for-4 with two strikeouts. Center fielder Cristian Pache (Braves No. 6) added a single and 
an outfield assist. 

Marlins (Salt River) 
Marlins No. 12 prospect Brian Miller drew a walk and went 0-for-2. 

Phillies (Scottsdale) 
Darick Hall's lone hit was a double as he finished 1-for-3. Tyler Viza got the start and gave up 
one run on three hits in 4 2/3 innings. He walked two and also struck out four. Seth 
McGarry pitched two-thirds of an inning in relief, walking one and striking out another. 

Nationals (Salt River) 
Nationals No. 2 prospect Carter Kieboom and Daniel Johnson (No. 7) were each held hitless 
(0-for-3). Taylor Guilbeau came in after Duplantier and struck out one in 1 1/3 scoreless innings. 
Jordan Mills also threw well out of the bullpen, spinning a scoreless frame of his own. 

. 6th, 2018 

Mets (Scottsdale) 
Mets No. 2 prospect Peter Alonso went 0-for-3 with a trio of strikeouts. Ali Sanchez (No. 25) 
was 0-for-4 offensively. 

NL Central 

Brewers (Peoria) 
First baseman Weston Wilson had a pair of extra-base hits for Peoria, hitting his first triple of the 
fall and slugging a solo homer in the eighth inning. Milwaukee's No. 19 prospect, left fielder 
Trent Grisham, went 0-for-3 but drew two walks and a run scored. Right-hander Jon Olczak 
pitched a perfect seventh inning with one strikeout, and southpaw Daniel Brown gave up two 
runs on three hits and a walk in the sixth. Aaron Wilkerson, pitching for Mesa, walked one, 
struck out one and gave up a hit in one scoreless inning. 

Cardinals (Surprise) 
Andy Young boosted his AFL average to .309 with a 2-for-4 day at the plate. The 24-year-old, 
who doubled in the contest, also drove in and scored a pair of runs. 

Cubs (Mesa) 
Erick Leal continues to carve up Fall League hitters. The right-hander struck out five as he 
cruised through four innings of one-hit ball and has yet to allow a run through five AFL 
starts. Cubs No. 16 prospect D.J. Wilson went 1-for-3 and scored a pair of runs, while Jhonny 
Pereda went 1-for-4. More » 

Pirates (Surprise) 
Pirates No. 5 prospect Cole Tucker, Bryan Reynolds (No. 8) and Will Craig (No. 16) all 
recorded at least one hit and run scored. Tucker went 2-for-3 and scored twice, while Reynolds 
collected a trio of hits (3-for-5) and scored a run. Craig finished 1-for-4 and scored twice. On the 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=atl
http://m.mlb.com/player/641425/thomas-burrows
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
http://m.mlb.com/player/664121/seth-mcgarry
http://m.mlb.com/player/664121/seth-mcgarry
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=was
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mil
http://m.mlb.com/player/658792/aaron-wilkerson
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=chc
https://www.mlb.com/news/cubs-leal-extends-afl-scoreless-streak/c-300349150?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
http://m.mlb.com/player/668804/bryan-reynolds
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mound, Matt Eckelman, Blake Weiman and Geoff Hartlieb each threw a scoreless inning in 
relief. 

Reds (Scottsdale) 
Reds No. 2 prospect Taylor Trammell scorched a pair of doubles in his first two at-bats on his 
way to a 2-for-4 night at the plate. Shed Long (No. 8) came through with a two-out, two-run 
single in the fourth, that had an exit velocity of 106.8 mph, according to Statcast™.Long later 
picked up another hit and finished 2-for-3. Alfredo Rodriguez (No. 23) went 0-for-2 with a walk. 

NL West 

D-backs (Salt River) 
D-backs No. 1 prospect Jon Duplantier bounced back from a pair of rough outings with a strong 
start for the Rafters. The right-hander yielded two runs and struck out nine over 4 2/3 innings. 
Daulton Varsho (No. 5) and Drew Ellis (No. 9) combined to go 0-for-5 at the plate. Varsho, 
however, did draw a pair of walks. Martinez, playing for Surprise, went 1-for-5, but that one hit 
was a three-run homer in the fifth inning. More » 

Dodgers (Glendale) 
Nolan Long spun a clean frame, retiring the side in order in his lone inning on the mound. 

Giants (Scottsdale) 
Giants No. 10 prospect Heath Quinn drew a walk and finished 1-for-3 with a run scored. C.J. 
Hinojosa (No. 28) went 0-for-3 with a pair of strikeouts. Chase Johnson walked one, but gave 
up nothing else in his one-third of an inning. 

Padres (Peoria) 
Right-hander Miguel Diaz started for Peoria and was tagged for five runs on six hits and three 
walks in 3 1/3 innings. He struck out five Mesa batters. Padres No. 13 prospect Buddy Reed 
and No. 24 prospect Austin Allen each went 1-for-4 with a walk. Left-hander Travis Radke struck 
out a batter in a perfect eighth inning. 

Rockies (Salt River) 
Rockies No. 9 prospect Sam Hilliard hit his second homer of the Fall League, a 414-foot blast 
that had a 114.8 mph exit velocity, according to Statcast™. Tyler Nevin (No. 11) went 1-for-4, 
but hit all four balls with exit velocities over 100 mph. Josh Fuentes boosted his AFL batting 
average to .299 as he went 2-for-4, including a double, and scored a pair of runs. Mitch Horacek 
and Justin Lawrence (No. 17) picked up the win and the save as the duo pitched the eighth and 
the ninth innings for the Rafters. 

 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cin
http://m.mlb.com/player/643418/shed-long
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
https://www.mlb.com/news/d-backs-duplantier-strikes-out-nine-in-afl/c-300356882?tid=151437456
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/player/592438/chase-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
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Padres in market for 
'quality' starting pitcher 
Kevin Acee  

  

The Padres are excited about the starting pitchers they have. 

There is just the small matter of the organization not really knowing what it has. 

Among the 10 pitchers presently expected to compete for a rotation spot in spring training, just 
two have made more than 26 major league starts. Three haven’t even pitched in the majors. 

And so the biggest acquisition the Padres could make this offseason is a veteran starting pitcher. 

“I’m not saying it’s 100 percent we’re adding a starting pitcher,” General Manager A.J. Preller 
said. 

But it is, according to multiple people familiar with the team’s thinking, a certainty the Padres 
will try in earnest to acquire a starter via free agency or trade. 

The type of pitcher they are targeting is one accomplished enough to place atop their rotation in 
2019 and young enough to still be a contributing member of the starting staff in a few years 
when the Padres expect their top pitching prospects to mature into top-tier major league 
starters. 

Of the team’s top 12 prospects according to MLB.com, nine are starting pitchers. Among those, 
Logan Allen, Chris Paddack and Cal Quantrill are expected in big-league camp in February. The 
rest are seemingly on track to show up in the majors in 2020 or ’21. 

The Padres believe that’s an enticing reason to not invest heavily in veteran pitching. 

“Prospect pitching is probably the smart way to go,” Preller said. “We think we have a lot of it. 
We think we have a lot of quality coming.” 

But the Padres will prove their belief in one of the great baseball clichés, as elucidated by Preller: 
“You can never have enough quality pitching.” 

Preller would not discuss specific names Tuesday, the first official day of the General Manager 
meetings at La Costa Resort & Spa, but he had already conducted meetings regarding players 
with agents and fellow GMs. 

Among the Padres’ targets is Nathan Eovaldi, one of the heroes of Boston’s just-completed 
World Series run. 

The right-hander turns 29 on Feb. 13, the day Padres pitchers report for spring training. While 
his career numbers (4.16 ERA, 1.35 walks and hits per innings pitched in 148 starts) and two 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Tommy John surgeries suggest caution, he was excellent for the Red Sox after they acquired him 
in a late July trade from Tampa Bay, posting a 3.33 ERA in 11 regular season starts and 1.61 ERA 
in 22 1/3 postseason innings. 

The Padres have also been mentioned as a suitor for Japanese pitcher Yusei Kikuchi, a 27-year-
old left-hander who has a 2.77 ERA in 158 games for the Seibu Lions. 

“I think we try to fit it in big-picture situation — budget and knowing what we have in the system 
and seeing who fits where,” Preller said of the possibility of pursuing Kikuchi. “I think we'll be 
prepared to make some calls if that's the case in the next few weeks.” 

The Padres won’t just be kicking the tires on free agent pitchers, as they did late last winter on 
Jake Arrieta, hoping to land a quality pitcher at a discount. However, considering Eovaldi and 
others of his level will have many suitors, some of whom will offer a greater chance at winning 
sooner, the Padres will also target other pitchers of the same late-20s demographic who could be 
acquired by trading one or more of their prospects and/or young major leaguers. 

“Even judging from the last month, getting ready for these meetings, we have players that are 
attractive to other clubs — in our farm system and young guys that are in the big leagues,” 
Preller said. “That’s what teams are going to hit us on. We’ll have those conversations.” 

It seems highly likely the Padres will part with one of their two young power-hitting corner 
outfielders, Franmil Reyes or Hunter Renfroe, and could possibly deal catcher Austin Hedges. 
Outfield, catcher and relief pitcher is where their trade currency is. 

Also, Eric Lauer and/or Joey Lucchesi, who just finished relatively successful rookie seasons and 
are attractive due to their upside and controllability, could be moved as part of a deal that brings 
in a needed piece. 

While they are willing to advance the Wil Myers experiment next season and have high hopes for 
Hudson Potts in a few years, the Padres are on the lookout for a third baseman. 

Also, while awaiting Freddy Galvis’ testing of the free agent market, the Padres are monitoring 
the shortstop market. Utility infielder Greg Garcia was claimed off waivers last week, and No. 1 
prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. is likely to play in the majors at some point in ‘19, but the Padres 
likely will not enter the season without another option, which they would like to be Galvis. 

There is virtually no player on the roster other than Eric Hosmer who is untouchable. The only 
mandate Preller is working under is that any new players are better than the old/current ones. 

As for that starting rotation, while Preller has postulated there would be value in adding a 
veteran who is able to work with the young players, he is adamant he would be content not 
adding anyone to the organization’s promising collection of young arms. 

“It’s got to be the right guy,” he said. “We’re not going to just go get somebody. It’s got to be 
somebody who lines up with our evaluation. … We feel like we have a lot of guys that have the 
capability of being that type of pitcher in the rotation the next few years, but you're constantly 
looking to try to add to a starting staff, looking to add guys that could pitch in the top three roles, 
and we'll examine that in the next few weeks.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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#PadresOnDeck: Outfield 

Prospects Reed, Olivares Open 

November on Hot Streaks 
By Bill Center 

Outfielder Buddy Reed had quite a week in the Arizona Fall League. 

The Padres’ 13th-ranked prospect by MLB Pipeline was not only the Most Valuable Player of the 
AFL All-Star Game he was 5-for-11 with three runs scored in three regular season games last 
week. 

Reed, 23, who tied the AFL All-Star Game with a RBI triple last Saturday before scoring the 
winning running, is hitting .375 in the AFL (18-for-48) with four doubles, a triple, 11 runs scored 
and five stolen bases. He has a .423 on-base percentage and a .500 slugging percentage for a .923 
OPS. 

But another top-30 prospect playing in Venezuela is matching Reed stride-for-stride when it 
comes to off-season play this year. 

Center fielder Edward Olivares, 22, the Padres’ №28 prospect, was 11-for-22 last week with a 
double and a triple to raise his batting average to .350 (21-for-60) with Aragua. Olivares has 
a .418 on-base percentage and a .500 slugging percentage for a .918 OPS. He has scored 10 runs 
and driven in 10 runs and has two homers. 

Olivares is one of three Padres’ Top-30 prospects playing well in their native Venezuela. 

Right-handed starter Pedro Avila is 1–0 with a 0.59 earned run average and a 0.85 WHIP after 
three outings for Margarita. The 21-year-old, №29 prospect in the Padres’ system has allowed 
one run on 10 hits and three walks with 18 strikeouts in 15 1/3 innings. 

Shortstop Gabriel Arias, 18, the Padres’ №20 prospect, is hitting .286 (10-for-35) for La 
Guarira. He has a .359 on-base percentage with a .645 on-base percentage. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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The focus of the Padres winter league activity is expected to switch soon to the Dominican 
Republic when shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. and catcher Francisco Mejía start playing for 
Orientes, where Fernando Tatis Sr. is managing. 

Right fielder Franmil Reyes started playing for Escogido in the Dominican Republic last week 
and is off to a 6-for-19 start with a double, a home run, four RBIs and two RBIs. He has a .961 
OPS off a .435 on-base percentage and a .526 slugging percentage. 

Returning to the Arizona Fall League, catcher Austin Allen, the Padres’ №25 prospect, has 
a .268/.354/.488/.842 slash line with three doubles, two homers, eight runs scored and 11 RBIs 
in 41 at-bats. Third baseman Hudson Potts, the №23 prospect who didn’t turn 20 until Oct. 28, 
is hitting .226 with four doubles and two homers for 12 RBIs in 62 at-bats. He has a .324 on-base 
percentage and a .387 slugging percentage for a .711 OPS. 

Right-hander Miguel Diaz, who was also in the AFL All-Star Game with Reed, is 2–0 with a 
3.86 ERA and a 1.29 WHIP after four starts for the Peoria Javelinas. He has allowed six runs on 
13 hits and five walks with 11 strikeouts in 14 innings. 

Right-hander Dauris Valdez is 1–0 with a 3.38 ERA and 1.38 WHIP in eight relief appearances 
in the AFL. He has 11 strikeouts in eight innings. Left-hander Travis Radke has a 2.25 ERA and 
a 1.50 WHIP in 12 innings over five relief appearances in Arizona. He has 15 strikeouts. 

Right-hander Blake Rogers joined Peoria midway through the season and has a 1.80 ERA and 
1.20 WHIP in five innings over four relief appearances. 

Right-hander Chris Huffman is 1–2 with a 3.32 ERA and 1.25 WHIP in four starts for Mochis 
in Mexico. In 21 2/3 innings, Huffman has allowed eight runs on 18 hits and nine walks with 14 
strikeouts. Right-hander Gerardo Reyes still has a 0.00 ERA and 0.60 WHIP in seven relief 
appearances for Obregon in Mexico. He has allowed two hits and two walks with seven strikeouts 
in seven innings. 

Right-hander Eric Yardley has a 1.17 ERA and 1.57 WHIP in eight relief appearances for Cibao 
in the Dominican Republic. He has allowed a run on eight hits and four walks with five strikeouts 
in 7 2/3 innings. 
 
  

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Padres Arizona Fall League Update (10/31-11/6): Buddy 
Reed earns MVP in Fall Stars Game 
 
John Horvath 
FOX Sports San Diego 
Nov 7, 2018 at 12:32a ET 

 

Padres OF prospect Buddy Reed did not start for the West team in Saturday’s 
Arizona Fall League Fall Stars game. 

He still made an impact in a big way. 

After entering the game as a pinch-hitter in the 5th, Reed struck out in each of his first 
two plate appearances. Thanks to an error that allowed future superstar Vlad 
Guerrero Jr. to reach in the game’s final frame, the University of Florida alum was 
given one more shot. 

He made it count. 

With the West team down a run in the bottom of the 9th, Reed stepped up to the plate 
with a runner on second. After working the count to 3-2, the No. 13 prospect in the 
Padres system emphatically ripped an RBI triple off the left-field wall to tie the game. 

Five pitches later, he would do a little bit more celebrating; as he scored on a single 
by the Royals’ Meibrys Viloria to give the West team a thrilling 7-6 victory. 

(Glorious bat flip here, by the way). 

As a reward for his clutch hitting, Reed was given the Fall Stars Game MVP award. 
He, along with his fellow team members, also earned $500 for the victory. 

Miguel Diaz, who was the Padres’ other participant in the contest, made an 
appearance and pitched a scoreless 4th inning. The right-hander struck out one and 
allowed an infield single to Marlins farmhand Monte Harrison. 

It was the second straight year in which the Padres organization made an impact on 
the Fall Stars Game. In 2017, Luis Urías homered & Josh Naylor tripled for the West 
side. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
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With seven games to play, the Peoria Javelinas’ magic number to reach the Arizona 
Fall League championship game is two. At 15-8, they hold a six game lead on both 
Glendale & Surprise in the West division. 

During this past week, three Padres prospects batted a combined 8-for-30 (.267). 
Four pitchers combined for a 6.30 ERA (7 ER in 10 IP). 

Individual performances 

• OF Buddy Reed 

Along with his Fall Stars Game MVP, Reed hit 4-for-11 this week with a double and 
an RBI. In 52 at-bats, his OPS sits at a gaudy .902. 

• 3B Hudson Potts 

Potts went 2-for-10 in three starts over this past week with 2 RBI. He struck out four 
times and walked once. 

• C Austin Allen 

Allen started three games and batted 2-for-9 with two RBI. He is now hitting .267 with 
a .358 OBP in 45 AFL at-bats. 

• SP Miguel Diaz 

The D.R. native started on Tuesday following Saturday’s Fall Stars Game 
appearance. He got touched up a bit, allowing six hits and five runs (all earned) in 3 
1/3 innings pitched. In his last two starts, Diaz has allowed eight runs and 11 hits in 
only 6 1/3 innings. 

• RP Travis Radke 

Radke is putting up an excellent Arizona Fall League campaign as he continues to fly 
under the radar. He fired four innings of scoreless relief in the last week, striking out 
four and giving up only one hit. In 13 AFL innings, the left-hander has allowed 11 hits 
and three earned runs while striking out 16. 

• RP Dauris Valdez 

Valdez appeared in one game, allowing two hits and an earned run in one inning. He 
struck out two, and has now fanned 11 batters in eight innings of AFL work. 

• RP Blake Rogers 
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Rogers appeared in one game and allowed his first earned run in AFL play. Glendale 
tagged the right-hander for two hits and two runs (one earned) in a relief appearance 
that lasted 1 2/3 innings. 

 


