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Is moving Padres-Dodgers 
series to Mexico fair to San 
Diegans? 
Bryce Miller  

No one has to tell the Bub’s at the Ballpark staff that the Padres’ sole home weekend series next 
season against the World Series-qualifying Dodgers is heading for Monterrey, Mexico. 

MLB announced Monday that the matchup with the seat-filling NL West neighbor to the north, 
set for May 4-6, is on the move. 

“Oh yeah, we know,” said Allie Garibay, a manager at Bub’s. “Our GM is very up on all the news. 
We already talked about staffing that weekend. It’s definitely going to affect us. 

“It’s going to hit us that weekend.” 

That’s the pestering complexity of the Padres’ upcoming role in the bright, international bat-
and-ball spotlight. 

For the franchise, it’s a no-brainer. You play a special series in a special place as the nation tunes 
in. You face your biggest rival with a chance to show your stuff. You lace up the cleats as an 
ambassador in an emerging market that’s a priority to the commissioner’s office. 

For season ticket-holders and businesses that lean on the Padres for bottom lines — particularly 
when the biggest draw wanders into town with loose weekend wallets — it’s a completely 
different conversation. 

If you’re those groups, it’s “Why not a weekday series? Why not the Diamondbacks? Why not … 
anything but the only weekend the Dodgers are in town?” 

Padres Managing Partner Peter Seidler said this wasn’t an our-way-or-the-highway ultimatum 
from baseball bosses. 

“The commissioner’s office isn’t going to cram anything down our throats or anybody else’s,” 
Seidler said. “It was collaborative from Day 1. We hate to lose a weekend series against the 
Dodgers, but that’s a statement in a vacuum when you look at what we get out of it. 

“This is strategically a positive thing for MLB and any franchise. We think it’s terrific.” 

That in no way means Seidler and the Padres lack empathy for the ripples the decision creates. 

The Padres are working with in-park vendors like Seaside Market, Hodad’s and the like to “make 
them whole in some way,” said Seidler, adding: “We want to be a good partner. If they lose 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
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something, we want to endeavor to help make it right. When I heard this option existed, I 
thought it was terrific and I knew we’d handle it the right way.” 

Discussions remain ongoing with season ticket-holders as well. That could be a tricky crowd to 
navigate, since many look forward to rare home games against teams like the Dodgers and Cubs. 
Many attend a game in a big series, then sell off the rest to subsidize ticket costs. 

The miss can be competitive and financial in one three-day swipe. 

“There’s the fan part of me that would have loved to go to those Dodgers games, absolutely,” said 
Britton Scheibe of La Costa, a 1992 Padres draft pick whose family has owned season tickets 
since 1980. “As much as I want to be mad about it, I get the big picture about what they’re trying 
to do. 

“To grow the brand in Mexico, right next door, I get it.” 

The bigger payoff, Seidler hopes, also informs the big picture. 

“This is a smart thing for our organization to do,” he said. “It’s not the All-Star Game, but it 
creates a lasting, positive memory. From my perspective, if we beat the Dodgers at least two 
times it’s even better.” 

The shifting series is a mixed bag for the San Diego Marriott Gaslamp Quarter, which always 
experiences high occupancy based on its downtown location, coupled with steady convention 
and vacation traffic. 

Three games without Dodgers baseball, though, could impact Altitude, the 22nd-floor bar with a 
singular view directly into Petco Park. 

“It’s always nice to have them, since there’s a built-in crowd and there’s a different personality 
than John Q Public,” said General Manager Jim Durbin, using code for fans in blue pumping 
more money into the bar. 

“But we’re not going to suffer because they’re playing in Mexico.” 

Organizational reasons to dive into the Monterrey series found even steadier footing because 
MLB guarantees the Padres are covered financially for the loss of the games. 

“It’s a calculation, basically, of what we would have gotten if they were home games,” Seidler 
said. “There’s some art to it. It depends if it’s a weekend. Does Cinco de Mayo make it special? 
This particular year, L.A. is coming off a World Series. Does that impact it? 

“So we won’t lose anything. And from a longer-term perspective, we get additional visibility in 
Mexico and the buzz about being down there.” 

Erik Greupner, the Padres’ chief operating officer, said baseball uses revenue replacement to 
incentivize teams, because playing in a place like Mexico is an essential way to grow the sport. 

The Padres are offering ticket-holders refunds for the games or the option to use the financial 
value in other ways. Talks with business and sponsorship partners remain in the works, too. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-all-star-game-EVSPR000174-topic.html
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“Bottom line, there’s no way to take advantage of opportunities like this without the need to 
work with ticket-holders and sponsors,” Greupner said. 

Will the gains outweigh the grumbles? 

As they say in baseball these days: That’s still under review. 
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Sources: Padres fielding calls on infield 
trio 
Spangenberg, Solarte, Asuaje drawing interest from 
other clubs 

By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | @AJCassavell | November 14th, 2017  

 

ORLANDO, Fla. -- Early in the offseason, the Padres aren't viewing their logjams at second and third 

base as problems. 

Quite the opposite, given that all three candidates for the two positions are already drawing interest 

from other clubs. According to sources, opposing teams began inquiring about Cory 

Spangenberg, Yangervis Solarte and Carlos Asuaje even before the General Managers Meetings 

started this week. 

 

No trades appear imminent, but a deal would certainly make sense. Not only do the Padres have 

three players for two spots, but they have organizational depth, too. Third baseman Christian 

Villanueva -- who debuted in September -- will be given a chance to win a roster spot in Spring 

Training. And second baseman Luis Urias, the club's No. 3 prospect per MLBPipeline.com, isn't far 

from his debut. 

"That's something that we've preached throughout the organization, is that we have to have depth," 

Padres GM A.J. Preller said at the GM Meetings on Tuesday. "Depth creates competition, and depth 

creates the ability to listen [on trade offers] and see if you can improve the team in other areas." 

Solarte is the likeliest trade chip. He's the most experienced of the group, and the most versatile, 

given his ability to play second, third and even shortstop. Plus, his contract -- which has one year 

remaining and two team options -- is extremely club friendly. The 30-year-old switch-hitter has 

batted .267/.327/.419 over four seasons with the Padres and Yankees, and he hit a career-high 18 

home runs this past year. 

While still relatively unproven, Spangenberg might be the highest upside option. He hit 

.264/.322/.401 with 11 steals and 13 homers in 2017. Meanwhile, Asuaje impressed with a 

.270/.334/.362 slash line in his rookie season. 

http://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Preller wouldn't divulge specifics regarding inquiries on the trio. But he noted that Villanueva and 

Urias give the Padres some wiggle room, should they choose to deal one of the three starting 

candidates. 

"That's an area where we've created some Major League depth," Preller said. "There are some guys 

that have moved up the system and are going to push those guys. ... It gives us a group of infielders 

that we're excited about. And it's a group that, other teams, they see that depth as well." 

 

Starters on the mend 

Preller said he expects right-hander Colin Rea and lefties Robbie Erlin and Matt Strahm to be 

fully healthy by the start of Spring Training. Rea and Erlin are coming off Tommy John surgery in 

2016, while Strahm underwent a procedure to repair a torn patellar tendon in his left knee in July. 

"All the reports have been positive," Preller said. "They've hit all of their checkpoints." 

Still, the Padres will keep a sharp eye on all three this spring. 

"We'll definitely monitor the situations, coming back from injury," Preller said. "We go into it 

viewing those guys as full-go. But you just want to be careful, especially early in the year, that it's 

not too much, too soon." 

 

Where to find a shortstop? 

With the Padres in search of a shortstop -- likely a stopgap option for 2018 -- Preller was asked 

whether it's likeliest that a move comes via trade or free agency. He was noncommittal, leaving 

open the possibility for a deal. 

"We look at it as: Line the board up, and see the acquisition costs, either in terms of players or in 

terms of dollars and commitment," Preller said. "Then, we'll go from there. We're still in the process 

of looking through that." 
 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.padres.mlb.com/news/article/261850354/padres-may-only-need-short-term-shortstop/?topicId=27118400
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Source: Padres check on Hosmer, 
pitchers 
Preller lays groundwork, enjoys productive GM 
Meetings 

By AJ Cassavell / MLB.com | @AJCassavell | 17 minutes ago  

 

ORLANDO, Fla. -- The Padres have indeed checked in with the camp of free-agent first baseman Eric 

Hosmer, but it appears that's mostly due diligence at this point. 

According to a source, San Diego has inquired on "around 50 free agents" already, the majority 

being pitchers. Discussions are still preliminary, as the General Managers Meetings wrapped up on 

Wednesday. 

Hosmer, the best available free-agent first baseman, was easily the biggest rumor surrounding the 

Padres at this week's Meetings. San Diego's interest was first reported by MLB Network's Ken 

Rosenthal. 

 

Hosmer is coming off a year in which he batted .318/.385/.498 for the Royals with 25 homers and 

an American League Gold Glove Award. Among the offseason's biggest free agents, Hosmer, 28, is 

one of the few whose career trajectory might mesh with the Padres' plan to contend in 2019 and 

beyond. Still, his fit in San Diego seems somewhat strange, considering the club committed six years 

and $83 million to Wil Myers last offseason. 

And while Myers could conceivably shift back to the outfield, where he spent his first three big 

league seasons, it's unclear whether the Padres would pony up for Hosmer. The former World 

Series winner could command a nine-figure deal, which would be the largest in club history. 

In any case, pitching is clearly the Padres' top priority this offseason. Evidently, they're leaving no 

stone unturned in the free-agent market. 

 

General manager A.J. Preller has expressed a desire to sign at least two more big league-caliber 

starters, and a reunion with right-hander Jhoulys Chacin seems possible. The Padres will be 

looking to add in the 'pen as well. 

http://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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As for his week in Orlando, Preller said it was a positive one, even though no trades or signings are 

imminent. That's not rare for the GM Meetings, where front offices typically lay the groundwork for 

future deals. 

"You're just gathering more info to set yourself up for the rest of the offseason, and we definitely did 

that," Preller said "You get to sit down with all 30 teams and learn some things, learn who might be 

interested in some guys. It was productive." 
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Rumor Central: Padres to make run at 
Eric Hosmer? 
ESPN.com 
 

The San Diego Padres could be a surprise suitor in this winter's Eric Hosmersweepstakes. 
 
The Pads are internally discussing the idea of pursuing the coveted free-agent first baseman, Ken 
Rosenthal of The Athletic reports. Dennis Lin of the San Diego Union-Tribune hears the same, 
noting the team is preparing for a significant payroll hike in 2019. 
 
Hosmer is expected to be one of the top targets on the open market this offseason -- ESPN's 
Keith Law ranked him seventh on his list of the Top 50 free agents. The 28-year-old is coming off 
a career year for the Kansas City Royals in which he slashed .318/.385/.498 with 25 home runs 
and 94 RBIs. The Royals extended a qualifying offer Hosmer's way, so signing him will result in 
the forfeiting of a draft pick. 
 
The Padres, 71-91 this year and without a playoff berth since 2006, are considered a long shot 
for Hosmer. San Diego already has a first baseman in Wil Myers, though it's worth noting he has 
considerable major league experience in right field. 
 
In addition to Hosmer, the Padres are also interested in fellow former Royal Alcides Escobar as a 
stopgap at shortstop until top prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. is ready, Jon Heyman of FanRag 
Sports reports. Escobar, 30, slashed .250/.272/.357 in 599 at-bats for Kansas City last season. 
 

-- Kyle Brasseur 

 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
https://theathletic.com/153824/2017/11/12/rosenthal-the-giancarlo-stanton-sweepstakes-is-only-one-storyline-to-watch-as-the-off-season-hot-stove-begins/
https://theathletic.com/153824/2017/11/12/rosenthal-the-giancarlo-stanton-sweepstakes-is-only-one-storyline-to-watch-as-the-off-season-hot-stove-begins/
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-eric-hosmer-interest-free-agent-20171113-story.html
http://www.espn.com/blog/keith-law/insider/post?id=7744
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/kc/kansas-city-royals
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29229/alcides-escobar
https://www.fanragsports.com/padres-seek-stopgap-ss-while-grooming-tatis/
https://www.fanragsports.com/padres-seek-stopgap-ss-while-grooming-tatis/
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Padres On Deck: Young Catchers 

Are Lined up Behind 

Austin Hedges 

Luis Campusano, Austin Allen, Blake Hunt among 

club’s top-30 prospects 

By Bill Center 

Next to shortstop, the Padres minor league system is deeper at catcher than any other position 
outside of pitching. 

But there is an added catch. 

The Padres have been searching for a shortstop. They already have a quality catcher in Austin 
Hedges. 

Like shortstop, three of the Padres top-30 draft picks are catchers. And that doesn’t include 21-
year-old Luis Torrens, who spent the entire 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 draft pick. 

Luis Campusano, who was the Padres’ second-round draft pick last June, is already ranked the 
№16 prospect in the Padres organization by MLB Pipeline. Austin Allen is the №20 prospect. 
And Blake Hunt, the Padres’ third-round pick in June, is №24. 

Beyond those three, the Padres have more young catching prospects in Jonny Homza (the fifth-
round pick in June), Marcus Greene Jr. and Juan Fernandez . . . plus Torrens and minor 
league veteran Rocky Gale, who finished the 2017 season with the Padres as a September call 
up. 

Most of the catching prospects are young and, because of the presence of Hedges, not under any 
pressure to develop overnight. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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Hedges himself is young. The Padres’ second-round pick in the 2011 draft turned 25 last Aug. 18. 
Hedges hit only .214 in his second Major League season. But he hit 18 homers with 55 RBIs while 
developing advanced skills as a handler of pitchers and possessing a strong and accurate arm. 

Homza and Fernandez will both start the 2018 season as 18-year-olds. Campusano and Hunt will 
be 19. Greene is 23. Allen turns 24 in January. And there is the 21-year-old Torrens. 

Campusano, Hunt, Homza and Fernandez all played in the Arizona Rookie League last summer. 
Allen was at Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore and Greene was at Single-A Fort Wayne. 

Gale was the lead catcher at Triple-A last season where he hit .278. Stephen McGee was the 
lead catcher at Double-A San Antonio. 

With Torrens likely in the high minors mix after a season with the Padres, it will be interesting to 
see how the minor league catching lineup shakes out in 2018. 

After hitting .163 and making 31 starts with the Padres, the 6-foot, 180-pound Torrens is playing 
winter ball in his native Venezuela, where he is hitting .268 while catching 25 of the 30 games 
played by Magallanes. Torrens has four doubles, a triple and a homer with 14 RBIs in 97 at-bats. 

The 6-foot-4, 225-pound, left-handed hitting Allen certainly seems in line for a promotion to 
Double-A or Triple-A in 2018. Allen hit .283 with 31 doubles, a triple and 22 home runs for the 
Storm in 2017. He had 81 RBIs with a .353 on-base percentage and a .497 slugging percentage for 
a .849 OPS. 

Allen, a fourth-round pick in the 2015 draft, ranked third in the California League in slugging 
percentage, fourth in home runs and OPS, sixth in total bases (230), tied for sixth in doubles and 
seventh in RBIs. 

Greene hit .270 in 62 starts at catcher for the TinCaps. He had 21 doubles, 11 homers and 45 RBIs 
in just 285 at-bats. He also drew 40 walks for a .366 on-base percentage. He also had a .460 
slugging percentage for a .826 OPS. 

One of the more interesting questions facing the Padres next spring is where the four catching 
prospects who spent 2017 in the Arizona Rookie League will be assigned. 

Campusano, Hunt and Fernandez divided the majority of catching assignments on the Padres’ 
two Arizona rookie level teams. Homza played second, third and short as well as catcher. 

Campusano was the 39th overall pick in the 2017 draft out of Cross Creek High in Augusta, Ga. 
The 6-foot, 195-pounder, who turned 19 on Sept. 29, hit .269 with four homers and 25 RBIs in 
just 37 games. He also had a .344 on-base percentage with a .732 OPS. 



  

 12 

Hunt, who turned 19 on Nov. 10, was the 69th overall pick last June out of Mater Dei High in 
Costa Mesa. The 6-foot-3, 185-pounder hit .241 in Arizona with nine doubles, two triples, two 
homers and 19 RBIs. He had a .315 on-base percentage with a .721 OPS. 

Fernandez was among the bumper crop of Padres international signings in 2016. The 5-foot-11, 
180-pound Venezuelan hit .295 in rookie ball last summer with nine doubles, two triples, three 
homers and 18 RBIs in 35 games. He had a .368 on-base percentage and a .491 slugging 
percentage for a .859 OPS and finished the season on a 10-game hitting streak. 

Homza, a prep draftee from Anchorage, Alaska, hit .228 in rookie ball with 13 doubles and 20 
RBIs in 52 games. 
 


