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 Berrios tagged for 6 runs in rough loss to Rays. MLB.com (Bollinger) p.1 
 Buxton injures hand; goes on Minor League DL. MLB.com (Bollinger) p.2 
 Twins rocked 19-6 by Tampa Bay at Target Field. Star Tribune (Miller) p.3 
 Show stopper: Baseball analytics make it a whole new game. Star Tribune (Scoggins and Christensen) p.3 
 Twins must stay patient with Miguel Sano, Byron Buxton. Star Tribune (Souhan) p.7 
 Twins players perform so-so in All-Star Game appearances. Star Tribune (Miller) p.8 
 Tampa Bay's bullpen days will likely be copied by other teams. Star Tribune (Hine and Rand) p.9 
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 Rays tie franchise record with 19 runs in blowout win over Twins. Fox Sports North (AP) p.12 
 Preview: Twins vs. Rays. Fox Sports North (STATS) p.13 
 Zulgad: Twins’ feel-good homestand hits an inevitable bump. ESPN 1500 (Zulgad) p.14 
 Left wrist strain lands Byron Buxton on disabled list at Rochester. ESPN 1500 (Zulgad) p.15 
 Rays end game in ‘the old 5-5-5 area code’ to really squash Twins’ good vibes. The Athletic (Hayes) p.16 

Berrios tagged for 6 runs in rough loss to Rays 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins appeared to be heading for yet another win, taking the lead with a four-run sixth, only to see it fall apart with 
nightmarish seventh and eighth innings from the bullpen before giving way to position player Willians Astudillo pitching in the ninth. 
 
The Twins were looking for their ninth win over their last 10 games, but the Rays rallied with five runs in each of the seventh, eighth and ninth 
innings to hand Minnesota a blowout, 19-6 loss on Saturday afternoon at Target Field. All-Star right-hander Jose Berrios uncharacteristically 
struggled, getting charged with six runs on six hits over six-plus innings, while Zach Duke and Matt Belisle gave up a combined nine runs over 
two innings. Astudillo also surrendered five runs in the ninth, giving the Rays five runs in three straight frames. 
 
"It was really nice to see the rally that we put together to take the lead, but then as things go against you, often times they're ignited by a walk," 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "And then it just kind of fell apart. Obviously, the old 5-5-5 area code at the end was a little bit too much." 
 
After the Twins took a two-run lead in the sixth, keyed by a go-ahead two-run double from Eddie Rosario, Berrios came back out for the seventh, 
but promptly walked Mallex Smith and gave up a single to Adeiny Hechavarria before being removed for lefty Zach Duke. 
 
"As a competitor, I kind of feel bad that I let my teammates down," Berrios said through an interpreter. "They put me out front in the game and I 
wasn't able to hold the other team." 
 
Duke gave up an RBI on a bloop single to left from Kevin Kiermaier before Matt Duffy tied it on a first-pitch bleeder to right with Robbie 
Grossman unable to throw out Hechavarria at home. Jesus Sucre gave the Rays the lead with a shallow fly to right field to score Kiermaier, as 
Grossman looked like he didn't think Kiermaier was going to tag on a ball that went just 234 feet, per Statcast™. It turned out to be a costly 
defensive miscue as, after an intentional walk, Joey Wendle blew the game open with a two-run triple off Duke. 
"I'm not sure he was committed," Molitor said of Kiermaier. "I think he kind of took a peek and peripherally saw him break, and I think he was 
prepared to hold up, and then he saw the slip and he decided to challenge him. That's what it looked like to me." 
 
It spoiled the comeback effort for the Twins, who trailed, 4-1, after Tampa Bay scored four times in the fourth, keyed by three doubles off 
Berrios. Rays right-hander Chris Archer lasted just 4 1/3 innings, allowing two runs (one earned) on seven hits. Max Kepler hit a solo homer in 
the second and Bobby Wilson scored in the fifth on an RBI single from Eduardo Escobar after reaching on an error. 
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Minnesota took the lead with four runs in the sixth against lefty reliever Adam Kolarek, who gave up three straight hits to load the bases with one 
out. Joe Mauer brought home a run with an RBI groundout before Rosario smacked a first-pitch, two-run double into left-center. Rosario then 
scored on an RBI single from Escobar, although Brian Dozier was thrown out at home to end the inning. 
 
The Rays put the game away with a five-run eighth off veteran reliever Belisle. Jake Bauers ripped a two-run double with the bases loaded and 
Sucre added another RBI on a groundout. C.J. Cron put the cherry on top with a two-run homer off Belisle, who has a 7.43 ERA this season. 
 
"We tried to stay close the best we could," Molitor said. "We just couldn't get that last pitch to get off the field and give us a chance to keep it 
within striking distance." 
 
ASTUDILLO PITCHES NINTH 
Astudillo was brought in to pitch the ninth inning with the Twins trailing by eight runs. He gave up five runs, including homers to Gomez and 
Bauers. Astudillo, who had pitched twice in the Minors, was the 19th position player to pitch in Twins history. 
 
"It's just a situation we were in as a team," Astudillo said. "The manager asked that for me, and I'll do it." 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Twins made dubious history, allowing the Rays to became the first team in the live-ball era (since 1920) to score at least five runs in each of 
the seventh, eighth and ninth innings. They were the first team since the 1991 Giants to score at least five runs in three consecutive innings. 
 
SLEGERS TO DL, ROMERO TO START 
Right-hander Aaron Slegers was placed on the 10-day disabled list with right shoulder inflammation, as he felt discomfort while throwing on flat 
ground before Saturday's game. Rookie right-hander Fernando Romero will be called up to start the series finale on Sunday. Slegers was a 
candidate to start, although the Twins were also considering a bullpen game. He said he felt something in his shoulder after his last start and it 
worsened on Saturday. 
 
"Threw a flat ground and had to stop in the middle," Slegers said. "It's not like I was unable to pick up a baseball but just had to say something." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Today's obviously over with. I'm just going to turn the page next week and go to D.C. and enjoy the All-Star break and visit with my family." -- 
Berrios, on putting the game behind him and getting ready for the All-Star Game on Tuesday at Nationals Park 
 
UP NEXT 
Romero (3-3, 4.38 ERA) will make his 11th start of the season in the first-half finale against the Rays on Sunday at 1:10 p.m. CT at Target Field. 
His last start with the Twins came on June 22, when he gave up four runs over six innings in a loss to the Rangers. Ryne Stanek will open a 
bullpen game for the Rays. 
 
Buxton injures hand; goes on Minor League DL 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Center fielder Byron Buxton sustained a left hand injury on a swing with Triple-A Rochester on Thursday night, but X-rays 
performed on Friday came back negative and an MRI exam revealed only inflammation. Buxton, however, was placed on the 7-day Minor League 
disabled list with a left wrist sprain on Saturday, when the results of the MRI exam were announced. 
 
Buxton, whose season has been marred by a fractured left toe on April 23, continued his poor luck, leaving Rochester's game early with his hand 
injury Thursday night. The Twins were hopeful it wasn't serious or related to the hamate bone, and luckily for Buxton he didn't sustain any 
fractures. 
 
"The MRI was good, thankfully," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "Mild sprain of that wrist, which probably means tendon, I would imagine. 
You've got a lot of things going on in there -- hand bones, hamates -- there's no tear, just got a strain there that hopefully will recover quickly." 
 
Molitor noted it's been a difficult year for Buxton, who experienced a breakout 2017 season that saw him lead the Twins in Wins Above 
Replacement and win both the Rawlings Platinum Gold Glove Award and the Wilson Defensive Player of the Year Award. Buxton has been on 
the DL with his toe injury twice this season, and he's hitting .156/.183/.200 with no homers in 28 games. 
 
"It's when they keep coming, they get challenging," Molitor said. "Probably will have to get your mind around it. Can't feel sorry for yourself. If it 
is something you got to deal with, whether it is two days or five days or 10 days, just do the next thing that you need to do." 
 
 



3 
 

Twins rocked 19-6 by Tampa Bay at Target Field 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
When a game starts with your All-Star on the mound, it's not supposed to end with an infielder there. 
 
So it went for the Twins on Saturday, when Tampa Bay dented Jose Berrios' All-Star credentials with one good inning, then shredded their 
bullpen with three explosive ones. The Rays battered Zack Duke, Matt Belisle and play-me-anywhere utility man Willians Astudillo, scored 15 
runs over the final three innings and ended the Twins' three-game winning streak with a 19-6 rout at Target Field. 
 
"It just kind of fell apart. We tried to stay close the best we could," manager Paul Molitor said after watching the Rays pile up four runs in the 
fourth inning, then three consecutive five-run innings to close the game. "Obviously the old 5-5-5 area code at the end was a little bit too much." 
 
Too bad for the Twins, as the game started as a pitchers' duel between Berrios and Chris Archer, strange as that sounds about a game that featured 
25 runs, and morphed into an opportunistic Twins comeback that fit right in with the team's tent-revival of a homestand. 
 
"I kind of feel bad that I let my teammates down," said Berrios, whose next inning of work figures to come at Nationals Park on Tuesday. "They 
put me out front in the game, and I wasn't able to hold the other team." 
 
That it happened twice was most concerning. Berrios was his usual dominating self for five of the first six innings, giving up only one hit in those 
frames. But the fourth inning was not All-Star quality: He surrendered three doubles, each of which drove home at least one run, to put the Twins 
in a 4-1 deficit. 
 
"His stuff was pretty good. Velocity ticked up when he needed it. Tried to get some movement," Molitor said. "Other than the inning where we 
couldn't stop them and they got four, you still feel good." 
 
Not for long, though. The Twins drove Archer, a two-time All-Star, out of the game in the fifth inning, and then put together five hits, including a 
go-ahead, two-run double by Eddie Rosario, to retake the lead in the sixth, seemingly delivering Berrios' 10th victory of the season. 
 
But Berrios walked Malex Smith to open the seventh, and something seemed to change. Adeiny Hechavarria singled, and Molitor pulled Berrios. 
Duke gave up a soft single that fell in left field, and a grounder to the outfield, and suddenly the score was tied. 
 
Robbie Grossman caught Jesus Sucre's shallow fly, but the Twins right fielder then slipped, enabling Kevin Kiermaier to tag up with the go-ahead 
run. And when Joey Wendle tripled home two runs, the rout was on. 
 
"It's unfortunate. A bloop single, a ground ball gets through, and at that point, I'm just trying to get outs any way I can," Duke said. "The ball that 
Wendle hit was in the middle of the plate. Sliders in the middle, that's what happens to them. The worst part is how we battled back and took the 
lead right there, and I gave it right back." 
 
Five runs off Matt Belisle turned the game ugly, and Astudillo — who has played five positions for the Twins, but not yet catcher, his listed 
position — added a touch of the absurd by taking the mound in the ninth. After four of the first five hitters clobbered his mid-80s fastballs for hits, 
pitching coach Garvin Alston visited with a message: Quit throwing so hard. 
 
"It was a perfect hitting speed," Molitor said with a shrug. "We tried to slow him down." 
 
Show stopper: Baseball analytics make it a whole new game 
Chip Scoggins and Joe Christensen | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
The game was grinding. Paul Molitor’s wheels were turning. 
 
Two outs, top of seventh, runners on second and third. One of baseball’s best hitters, J.D. Martinez, staring down Twins reliever Trevor 
Hildenberger. 
 
Molitor scanned a laminated card full of data from the Twins’ analytics department. Each pitcher and opposing batter are assigned a number on a 
color-coded matchup grid: Green is favorable, yellow neutral, red danger. 
 
With the Twins leading Boston 2-1, Molitor’s gut told him to ride Hildenberger. His card supported his instincts. The Twins shifted an extra 
infielder to the right side. Didn’t matter. Martinez whiffed for strike three. 
 
That singular snapshot from a 3-hour, 14-minute game June 19 served as a microcosm of Major League Baseball in 2018: Managers armed with 
volumes of data, analytics driving defensive shifts, bullpen use, and oh yes, another strikeout. 
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The Grand Old Game, wired with technological enhancements, looks smarter than ever, but it’s wheezing, too. Sophisticated data influence 
almost every decision, but the results have produced more strikeouts, fewer balls in play and more dead time. 
 
“We are probably in the most dramatic changes in the history of baseball,” said former All-Star infielder Harold Reynolds, an analyst for MLB 
Network. 
 
The burning question is whether this evolution, or revolution, is good for the game. Baseball has taken bold measures to correct itself before, even 
in the modern era — lowering the mound 5 inches in 1969, after the “Year of the Pitcher,” when Bob Gibson posted a 1.12 ERA; banning steroids 
in 2005 after Barry Bonds, Mark McGwire and others posted astonishing home run totals. 
 
Now, for the first time in history, a season is on pace to finish with more strikeouts than hits. Batting average has plunged to .247, the lowest since 
1972, the year before the American League adopted the DH. 
 
Teams are shifting at least three infielders to one side of second base in 17.3 percent of plate appearances, at least 10 times more frequently than 
they did seven years ago, helping turn a superstar such as the Washington Nationals’ Bryce Harper into a .214 hitter. 
 
With massive contracts often tied to home runs, hitters have become fascinated with launch angle and less on putting balls in play. The league 
produced 6,105 home runs last season, which obliterated the previous record of 5,693 set in 2000 during MLB’s steroid era. 
 
Teams use an average of 4.23 pitchers per game, a league record, up from 2.75 three decades ago. That means less work for starting pitchers and 
an endless parade of relievers. 
 
In a relentless pursuit of strikeouts, teams are vacuuming action right from the game. The average time between balls put in play this year stands 
at 3 minutes, 45 seconds, according to Sports Illustrated. That’s 41 more seconds of repeated inactivity than in 1998. 
 
“There’s a couple of big things that are certainly eye-popping,” former Twins manager Tom Kelly said. “Strikeouts are somewhat accepted, 
bullpen usage and starters only pitching five innings.” 
 
League officials continue searching for ways to speed up the pace, with the average length of a nine-inning game at an even 3 hours entering 
Saturday. 
 
Perhaps not coincidentally, attendance is on track for its lowest level since 2003. More than 4,100 fewer fans are attending games on average than 
10 years ago. 
 
All-Star Game a test 
 
Tuesday’s All-Star Game brings another litmus test. According to Baseball Almanac, last year’s “Midsummer Classic” drew 9.3 million TV 
viewers, down from 11.3 million in 2014, when it was at Target Field. 
 
One of baseball’s biggest challenges is attracting young fans, especially with all the entertainment options competing for their attention. 
According to a study of 2017 Nielsen data by Sports Business Journal, the average age of a baseball TV viewer was 57, compared to 42 for the 
NBA. 
 
Baseball’s lack of action and criticism of the game becoming boring have inspired radical ideas, even from traditionalists. 
 
Twins pitching great Jim Kaat favors a move to seven-inning games. 
 
“I don’t come from a standpoint that the game’s not what it used to be,” Kaat said. “I enjoy the game and my era, but I care for the game, and I 
hate to see it become what it’s becoming.” 
 
In an interview with the Star Tribune, MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred called the game “very healthy” and a “great entertainment value for the 
fan,” chalking up the attendance decline to poor weather across the country in April. But Manfred acknowledged the league is monitoring trends, 
such as the shrinking numbers of balls in play. 
 
“It is the product of 30 GMs and managers out there, trying to use information to win a few extra games,” he said. “It’s the same goals that have 
always applied to the game, it’s just people applying a different method of analysis in order to achieve the result they’ve always been trying to 
achieve.” 
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Analytics seek an edge 
 
Analytics are the root of this sea change. Baseball decisions have long been based on numbers, but the “Moneyball” era ushered in a revolutionary 
shift in philosophy under a wave of young general managers who often espouse nontraditional ideas. 
 
The Twins joined that movement two years ago by replacing longtime General Manager Terry Ryan with Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey, 
who has beefed up the organization’s infrastructure by hiring dozens of employees, many in the analytics department. 
 
The Twins rank near the top of MLB in defensive shift usage at 28 percent. They utilized one alignment against the Kansas City Royals this past 
week with third baseman Eduardo Escobar playing deep left field, as part of a four-man outfield, with the three other infielders to the right of 
second base. 
 
One Twins staffer likened every at-bat to an analytical chess match. 
 
“I like trying to find an edge,” Falvey said. “I think if anything the game will continue to evolve and change at an even more rapid pace than 
we’ve seen.” 
 
In terms of analytics and implementing creative strategies in operations, Twins President Dave St. Peter said his organization is now “all in, I can 
assure you that.” 
 
The entire league reflects that mind-set, which has created new trends, some of which frustrate purists who see deterioration in the game. 
 
“The problem that I personally have with analytics is it was designed to add information, not to run the game,” said former Twins pitcher Jack 
Morris, who will be inducted into the Hall of Fame later this month. “When theories and formulas and those things become more important than 
your history of knowledge, then I think we’re going backwards.” 
 
Adam Jones, a five-time All-Star outfielder for the Baltimore Orioles, disagrees with doom-and-gloom sentiments. 
 
“It’s a completely [different] game than it was when I first got up here 12 years ago, but I still love it,” he said. “It’s still awesome. All this other 
stuff is just noise.” 
 
Molitor falls in the middle as an old-school manager who has embraced new analytics. 
 
He keeps a binder on his desk that contains reams of data points, spray charts and other statistical breakdowns of that series opponent. 
 
“This is just taking it to another level,” he said. “It’s much more specific.” 
 
Added Falvey, “We’re constantly challenging ourselves to find new information that will help us.” 
 
Shifts go mainstream 
 
Defensive shifting has become a standard tactic across the league thanks to deep-dive analysis. Many hitters have struggled to adjust to different 
alignments, including stars such as Harper, a six-time All-Star at age 25. 
 
The impact of hits being taken away by shifts has spurred calls for MLB to enact rules that ban or limit shifting. Kansas City manager Ned Yost 
said he would like to see shifts outlawed, yet his team employs a shift at the second-highest rate in MLB (31.2 percent). 
 
Former Twins shortstop Roy Smalley is opposed to any shift restrictions, arguing it’s incumbent on hitters to make adjustments. 
 
“We have the best hitters supposedly in the world, and they keep hitting the ball into the shift,” he said. “Figure out how to just roll the ball over 
there and you’ve got a base hit. No, we don’t want to make them do that. We better move everybody out of their way so they can get the hits that 
they’re used to. Just philosophically, I’m scratching my head saying ‘That’s crazy.’ ” Reynolds described hitters’ inability to adjust to shifts as 
generational “selfishness.” 
 
“I say selfish because everybody is looking to hit home runs,” Reynolds said. “Front offices have been a big part of this, too. They want to pay 
guys for home runs. … I think we’re really at a crossroads.” 
 
Spin on strikeouts 
 
One might argue it’s a crisis in regard to strikeouts. Roughly 22 percent of plate appearances result in a strikeout this season. The rate was 17.5 
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percent 10 years ago. 
 
Several factors are to blame for that increase, including tougher pitching (faster velocity and more breaking pitches thrown), an obsession with 
home runs, changes in swings to maximize launch angle and hitters abandoning the old modified approach with two strikes. 
 
Attitudes have changed, too. Striking out simply doesn’t carry the same stigma as it once did. 
 
“Now we celebrate strikeouts,” former Twins All-Star outfielder Torii Hunter said. “We tell them that it doesn’t matter, so we’ve got guys with 
high strikeouts.” 
 
Morris was equally blunt about the impact of high strikeout frequency. 
 
“I think it’s killing the game,” he said. “Strikeouts have always been important when they mean something. They don’t mean anything when a 
guy tries to strike out 27 guys and ends up leaving the game in the fourth inning because he has 110 pitches.” 
 
Bullpen role expanding 
 
That’s another fundamental change, quick hooks for starting pitchers. The Royals turbocharged a movement toward bullpen dominance with their 
template for winning a World Series title in 2015. They relied on a trio of flamethrowers to lock down games after the sixth inning. 
 
Teams have tried to copy that blueprint, putting a premium on high-velocity relievers to fill specialty roles. In 2007, only three MLB relievers 
averaged 96 miles per hour on their fastball. Last season, that number swelled to 47 relievers (minimum 20 innings), according to FanGraphs. 
 
Bullpens are no longer the province of failed starters. Now, they are loaded with high-velocity strikeout artists. 
 
“The old-school mentality is, let’s get the [starter’s] pitch count up and get to the bullpen,” Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. “It’s not like 
that anymore. A lot of times it’s like, let’s keep this guy in.” 
 
The Tampa Bay Rays ripped up the traditional model completely with an experiment this season. They turned closer Sergio Romo into an 
“opener,” having him start five games before handing the ball off by the second inning. 
 
The bullpen arms race has lowered the workload standard for starting pitchers. Not surprisingly, pitchers of previous generations are not 
enamored with this change. 
 
“I used to go to a game to see two pitchers. They’re called starters,” Morris lamented. “Now I’m blessed to see 14 pitchers. Seven on seven.” 
 
Baseball’s current conundrum is whether to keep letting the game run its natural course, or change the rules to inject more action into the game. 
 
St. Peter studies fan engagement thoroughly as Twins president. He doesn’t believe the length of games is a “huge detriment” for those who 
attend in person because going to a major league ballpark is still an experience for many fans. He noted that the average time of games is not 
drastically different from 15 years ago, when it was 2:46. 
 
“I think we as an industry have created this perception that our games last 4 hours,” St. Peter said. “Some do, but guess what, some last 2 hours 
and 20 minutes. Not to suggest it’s not an issue, but I think there’s a perception that it’s worse than it really is.” 
 
The lack of action seems more concerning with the effect it’s having on even avid, longtime fans. 
 
Brandon Miller is a 56-year-old fan from St. Paul. He has attended 10 to 15 Twins games every season since 1982. He sees “incredible” talent in 
MLB now, but he preferred it when sacrifices, stolen bases and hit-and-run were regularly part of the game. The slow pace now occasionally will 
cause him to leave games early “to beat boredom.” 
 
“I don’t want to sound like a crabby old guy,” he said. “Obviously I still go to a lot of games. It’s just easier for me now to just get up and leave.” 
 
Smalley recalled essays that former MLB Commissioner Bart Giamatti wrote about the “pastoral nature and flow of the game.” He misses that 
romantic part. 
 
“Do I like the way the game is going?” Smalley asked. “I love the caliber of athletes that the game is getting. Baseball is getting really great 
athletes again. But we’re going to lose, ultimately, if we don’t at least get back to the speed of the Bart Giamatti days when it actually was nice to 
watch a ballgame in that rhythm.” 
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Twins must stay patient with Miguel Sano, Byron Buxton 
Jim Souhan | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
In the newspaper industry, an ‘‘evergreen’’ story is one that is not necessarily timely yet thought to be of persistent interest to readers. 
 
For the past 25 years, anyone writing about the Twins has grown a forest of evergreen stories about the necessity for patience when dealing with 
young players. This is the latest, and, yes, stories about patience require ... patience. 
 
Byron Buxton left a Class AAA game on Thursday because of a sore wrist, further delaying his return to hitting competence and the major 
leagues. Miguel Sano is performing well at his Class A boot camp, but will need to prove he can play every day and hit a higher level of pitching 
before he returns. 
 
The Twins are in danger of prompting their front office to strip this roster for parts and give up on yet another season. There is a sense of urgency 
around the team, the kind of urgency that could persuade a more jittery front office to rush Buxton and Sano back to Target Field. 
 
Patience is required. That might be the most boring, numbing, disgusting sentence that a Twins fan can read in July. It is nevertheless true. Twins 
history proves it. 
 
Minor-league struggles and big-league demotions often have acted as prelude to the best Twins careers in recent history. 
 
The Twins drafted Torii Hunter in the first round of the 1993 draft. After a long series of minor-league failures and demotions, he became a big-
league regular in 2001 en route to building a long, impressive career. 
 
The Twins drafted Justin Morneau in the third round in 1999. In 2003, he was taking batting practice in the Metrodome in his first big-league 
season. He was struggling, and a former big-league hitter of considerable intelligence turned to me and said, ‘‘I don’t think he’s going to make 
it.’’ Morneau became the 2006 American League MVP. 
 
In 2000, Twins General Manager Terry Ryan selected a minor-league pitcher who had posted ERAs of 7.36, 4.72 and 4.66 without making it 
above Class A in the Rule 5 draft. That pitcher posted a 6.49 ERA in his first big-league season and a 4.74 ERA in his second. 
 
Then he developed a changeup, and became Johan Santana. 
 
In a rare act of impatience, the Twins released David Ortiz following the 2002 season. Ortiz had produced as a hitter but seemed injury prone and 
out of shape. Had the Twins kept Ortiz, they would have had the centerpiece hitter who might have helped them win playoff series in 2000s — 
maybe even a World Series. 
 
Today you know LaTroy Hawkins as the pitcher who played for 11 teams over 21 years and retired as the only active member of the 1,000-
games-pitched club. 
 
What you may not remember is that Hawkins was a seventh-round draft pick by the Twins who was, statistically, one of the worst pitchers in 
baseball history over his first five seasons. His first five big-league ERAs: 8.67, 8.20, 5.84, 5.25 and the ominous 6.66. He became a dominant 
setup man for the Twins and an ambassador of the game wherever he went. 
 
The Twins chose Eddie Guardado in the 21st round of the 1990 draft. He was a failure as a big-league starter, found a niche as a lefthanded 
specialist and became a setup man. 
 
In 2002, 12 years after he was drafted, Ron Gardenhire made Guardado a closer, and he became an All-Star. 
 
Buxton is 24. He has won a Gold Glove. He has hit nine home runs in a month (September of 2016). He hit .300 over the second half of last 
season. No one should be giving up on him at this stage of his career. 
 
Sano is 25. He has earned an All-Star bid and competed in the All-Star Game home run derby. He possesses tremendous power, a tremendous 
arm, and at his best a keen hitting intellect. No one should be giving up on him at this stage of his career. 
 
Patience. It’s a frustrating, boring, sometimes maddening approach to player development and Twins fandom. It’s also essential. 
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Twins players perform so-so in All-Star Game appearances 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
Only one player, of the 38 invited to be part of the AL All-Star team last July, hasn’t played in the majors yet in 2018: the Twins’ Ervin Santana. 
Only one of those 38 has been optioned to the minors this year: the Twins’ Miguel Sano. 
 
Only three didn’t finish the season with the team whose uniform they wore in Miami: the Athletics’ Yonder Alonso, the Tigers’ Justin Upton, and 
the Twins’ Brandon Kintzler. 
 
Of the same number of players invited to play for the AL in the 2016 All-Star Game, only two were traded before the season — before the month 
— was over: the Yankees’ Andrew Miller and the Twins’ Eduardo Nunez. 
 
In 2015, the crop of 38 AL All-Star invitees included only one whose career would end just 32 appearances later: the Twins’ Glen Perkins. 
 
Hey, Jose Berrios: Are you sure it’s safe to go to Washington this week? 
 
“It’s OK,” the Twins’ lone representative going to Nationals Park said. “Don’t worry. That’s not going to happen to me.” 
 
Whew. He sounded unconcerned, and he’s probably right. Certainly one teammate, himself a former All-Star, believes he is. 
 
“Is there a curse? That’s a unique way of looking at it,” Brian Dozier, who homered in the 2015 game in Cincinnati, said with a laugh. “I mean, 
I’m still here.” 
 
Good point. Berrios said he’s honored by his selection, and will take his wife and two children to Washington with him. But he told his parents 
not to cancel their planned vacation at Disney World. Wait till next year, he said. 
 
“I said, 'No, go there. It’s OK. I’ll keep working, maybe I get there more times,’ ” Berrios said. “I always prepare myself to be one of the best, 
every year. If you don’t get it, that’s OK, but that’s my goal.” 
 
The All-Star Game is a showcase, but mostly not for the Twins, who have a decidedly mediocre history in the classic. There are exceptions — 
Kirby Puckett, a .292 hitter in 10 appearances, is the only Twin ever chosen MVP of the game, after hitting a home run and a double in Baltimore 
in 1993. Harmon Killebrew batted .348 with three home runs and a 1.139 OPS in the 10 All-Star Games as a Twin. Johan Santana gave up one hit 
in three one-inning All-Star appearances. And Torii Hunter had one of the game’s most memorable defensive plays when he robbed Barry Bonds 
of a home run in 2002. 
 
But Twins’ representatives have a collective .236 average over the years, with Dozier, Killebrew and Puckett owning the only home runs. They 
have 15 RBI, just three since 2000. Only seven doubles in 174 at-bats, three by Tony Oliva, but none since Joe Mauer in 2009. Their pitchers have 
a 3.92 ERA, with one win (Frank Viola, 1988), two losses (Camilo Pascual, 1962, and Bert Blyleven, 1973), and Perkins’ memorable save in 
front of his home crowd at Target Field in 2014. Only three Twins pitchers have started an All-Star Game, none since Jack Morris in 1991. 
 
It’s not a bad history, but it’s not exactly filled with indelible memories, either. 
 
Well, except to the players themselves. 
 
“The games are really special. The whole time you’re there is, actually,” said Mauer, a six-time honoree. “Probably my favorite one is having Jim 
O’Neill, my high school baseball coach [at Cretin-Derham Hall], pitch to me in the Home Run Derby. He helped me out quite a bit in my career, 
so to bring him that experience was special to me.” 
 
For Dozier, the home run was great, but just being around the game’s biggest names was the biggest delight. “The whole time you’re there, you’re 
around greatness,” Dozier said. “It’s incredible to be part of it.” 
 
Dozier and Mauer both say they’d love to be picked to another All-Star Game some day. But this year, they will just watch Berrios. 
 
“Four days off,” Dozier said, “sounds pretty good to me right now.” 
 
AL Central Intennigence 
 
Jose Berrios will have plenty of company from the AL Central at the All-Star Game: 
 
Cleveland has more All-Stars than the rest of the division combined. Jose Ramirez was elected to start at third base, based on his 28-homer 
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season. The players voted Corey Kluber, shortstop Francisco Lindor and outfielder Michael Brantley to the team. Trevor Bauer was added for 
Justin Verlander, who pitches Sunday for the Houston Astros. 
 
• • • 
 
Players voted Salvador Perez onto the team as Kansas City’s lone representative, but even he seemed to acknowledge it was more because of 
reputation than production. Perez was batting just .217 into Saturday’s game — second baseman Whit Merrifield (.305, five homers, 30 RBI) had 
a far stronger case — yet the Royals’ catcher was chosen for a sixth consecutive year. 
 
• • • 
 
Joe Jimenez has only thrown 60 innings in his major league career, and 34 of his 44 outings this year came in the eighth inning. But with Miguel 
Cabrera and Shane Greene injured, the 23-year-old setup man was the most deserving Tigers All-Star this season. Still, it was a shock: Jimenez 
(4-1, 2.85 ERA) cried upon being informed he’d been chosen. 
 
• • • 
 
Though he is batting only .208 since May 20, Jose Abreu received 1.8 million votes and was elected by fans to start at first base. Abreu will be the 
first White Sox position player to start the All-Star Game since 1996, when Frank Thomas earned the honor. Abreu also made the team as a rookie 
in 2014. 
 
All-Star numbers 
 
The Twins have a modest record of success in the All-Star Game. Here’s a look at those who have taken part the most: 
 
Most All-Star Games with the Twins 
 
11 Rod Carew (.161, 5-for-31) 
 
10 Kirby Puckett (.292, 7-for-24) 
 
10 Harmon Killebrew (.348, 8-for-23) 
 
6 Joe Mauer (.364, 4-for-11) 
 
6 Tony Oliva (.263, 5-for-19) 
 
Most innings pitched as a Twins All-Star 
 
8 Camilo Pascual (three games, 3.38 ERA) 
 
4 Joe Nathan (four games, 2.25 ERA) 
 
3 Johan Santana (three games, 0.00 ERA) 
 
3 Rick Aguilera (three games, 3.00 ERA) 
 
3 Dean Chance (one game, 3.00 ERA) 
 
Tampa Bay's bullpen days will likely be copied by other teams 
Chris Hine and Michael Rand | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
The Tampa Bay Rays have taken a novel approach to starting pitching this season, essentially giving one turn in the rotation to an intentional 
“bullpen day” filled with several pitchers in short stints. 
 
The Rays have experienced relative success doing it and are expected to do it against the Twins on Sunday at Target Field, so the question is this: 
Should this be a model other teams adopt? 
 
First take: Michael Rand 
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Personally, I love the concept. The Rays did it for multiple reasons, but the two biggest ones I’ve seen cited were an abundance of pitching depth 
and the desire to keep pitchers from having to face batters a second time through the order. 
 
Both their starters and bullpen have ERAs in MLB’s top 10. Ryne Stanek, their most common de facto “starter” during bullpen day, has excelled 
in the role. In 11 starts (totaling just 16⅔ innings), he’s allowed only two runs. 
 
It really only works with the right set of pitchers, but it has merit. Consider the Twins, who use a conventional five-man rotation. Their starters 
have allowed a .682 OPS to batters the first time they face them in a game this year, but that jumps to .741 the second time and to .828 the third 
time. 
 
Seems smart to avoid that if you can, doesn’t it? 
 
  
 
Chris Hine: It is, and by now everybody in baseball is aware of the dreaded “third time through the order” statistics. I love that the Rays are doing 
this and taking a radical look at something baseball took for granted for a long time — how to deploy pitchers. Teams look for any edge they can 
and they’ll also copy anything that works. Given Tampa’s success, I bet other teams will try to adopt this in future years. 
 
I also enjoy the mockery it makes of the win statistic. Wins are nice, but they don’t matter when evaluating a pitcher’s acumen. The Rays are 
trying to kill it once and for all. 
 
  
 
Rand: Indeed, though I do want to put a giant asterisk next to (or probably not acknowledge at all) any “records” the Rays pitchers have set for 
most consecutive scoreless starts. 
 
But you’re right, it is a copycat league. I don’t know why a team couldn’t take it a step further and roll with three true starters and two bullpen 
games per rotation spot. If rosters ever expanded in MLB, every game could be a bullpen game! 
 
  
 
Hine: And won’t that go over well with people who say all these pitching changes make games too long! That would be the downside to every 
game being micromanaged with matchups and several relievers. On second thought, maybe I don’t want this to happen? 
 
  
 
Rand: It’s only mid-inning changes that are the problem. With all these fresh relievers dominating, it will be nothing but clean innings. 
 
I welcome a future where starters get zero wins and the league leader has something like 11. 
 
  
 
Final word: Chris Hine 
 
I’m intrigued about what this means for the future of pitching. Does a top-end starter become more or less valuable? How much will you have to 
pay for a good reliever? Or are we moving to a time when pitchers going beyond two or three innings becomes antiquated? 
 
I just hope the robot umpires can track all the changes on their scorecards. 
 
Analytics making America's pastime a whole new ballgame 
Staff Report | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
12: Consecutive years in which strikeouts across Major League Baseball have increased, likely reaching a record this year. White Sox second 
baseman Yoan Moncada, above, is on pace to strike out 224 times this season. 
 
100: Number of pitchers in 2017 whose fastball averaged 95-plus mph (minimum of 30 innings pitched, per FanGraphs). St. Louis’ Jordan Hicks, 
above, is No. 1 in the league this year with a pitch velocity of 96.7 mph. 
 
11: Number of pitchers in 2007 whose fastball averaged 95-plus mph. Then-Tigers starter Justin Verlander, above, and Marlins reliever Matt 
Lindstrom were two of the pitchers to clock over 100 mph that season. 
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.247: League batting average entering Saturday, the lowest since 1972. Washington’s Bryce Harper, above, and Kansas City’s Salvador Perez 
were named to this year’s All-Star team despite batting well below the league average. 
 
5.5: Average innings pitched per outing by MLB starters, entering Saturday. Jose Berrios, above, leads Twins starters with 6⅓ innings pitched per 
start. Lance Lynn is near the bottom, averaging just 5.1 innings per start. 
 
6,105: Home runs hit in 2017, topping the previous MLB record of 5,693 set in 2000. Giancarlo Stanton, above, led the league with 59 home runs 
while playing for Miami. Aaron Judge finished second with 52 last year. 
 
3:00: Average time for nine-inning games this season, entering Saturday. The average is down five minutes from last season’s record of 3:05. In 
1978, games averaged 2:30; by 1998 that figure was up to 2:52. 
 
17.3: Percentage of defensive shifts (at least three fielders to one side of second base) employed on all plate appearances this season. Baltimore’s 
Chris Davis has seen more defensive shifts than any player in the league. 
 
Saturday's Twins-Rays game recap 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Joey Wendle, Tampa Bay 
 
His two-run triple in the seventh inning helped turn a tight game into a rout. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
14 Innings the Twins have given up five or more runs, the most in the majors. 
 
4 Innings the Twins have scored five or more runs, the fewest in the majors. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Fernando Romero will make his first major league start since June 22. 
 
Rays pound Twins 19-6 as bullpen collapses 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | July 14, 2018 
 
All you really needed to know about Saturday’s 19-6 loss to the Tampa Bay Rays was the identity of the Twins’ final pitcher: Willians Astudillo. 
 
The well-traveled rookie took the mound for the ninth inning and gave up five runs, including a pair of mammoth home runs by Carlos Gomez 
and Jake Bauers. He even earned a mound visit from pitching coach Garvin Alston, who advised Astudillo, the 12th position player all-time to 
pitch for the Twins, to slow down his 86-mph fastball if at all possible. 
 
“Astudillo was trying to throw way too hard,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “He was at perfect pitching speed.”  
 
The 26-year-old Venezuelan flipped in an 81.3 mph slider to Bauers, but that ended up on the right-field plaza, 407 feet from home plate. It took 
him 35 pitches, but the utility catcher (who has yet to catch in the majors) managed to record three outs, the last two on lazy pop-ups by Jesus 
Sucre and C.J. Cron. 
 
“It’s not pleasant when you have to do that and you have to endure the balls getting banged around,” Molitor said of the 35-pitch exhibition. “But 
that’s just the way it goes sometimes.” 
 
Astudillo, who tossed two scoreless innings to earn the victory in a 16-inning marathon last year at Triple-A Reno, gave himself a one-word 
review through a translator: “Bad.” 
 
That pretty much covered the final third of the game from the Twins’ perspective. After winning eight of their last nine and rallying out of a 4-1 
hole in this one, they gave it all back (and then some) over the final three frames. 
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Not since a 20-6 loss at Texas on July 25, 2011 had the Twins allowed this many runs in a game. It tied for the fourth-most runs allowed in Twins 
history, dating to 1961. A 23-6 loss at Kansas City on April 6, 1974 remains the club record. 
 
 
Twins starter Jose Berrios struggled his way through six-plus innings in his all-star sendoff before a large contingent of family and friends at 
Target Field. He issued a walk and a single over his final eight pitches, opening the door for the pivotal five-run seventh. 
 
Three of those runs were charged to lefty reliever Zach Duke, who had pitched to a 1.10 earned-run average with 11 holds over his past 17 
outings, dating to May 31. Joey Wendle’s two-run triple capped the uprising as the teams exchanged eight haymakers of four or more runs over 
the past two games. 
 
Right fielder Robbie Grossman, who entered the game as a pinch hitter during a four-run Twins sixth, uncorked a pair of poor throws in the 
seventh. Adeiny Hechavarria scored from second on Matt Duffy’s single to right. Two batters later, Kevin Kiermaier tagged and scored on Jesus 
Sucre’s sacrifice fly to shallow right. 
 
Grossman “lost his footing,” Molitor said, which allowed Kiermaier to audible in mid-play. 
 
“I’m not sure he was committed,” Molitor said. “I think he was prepared to hold up, and then he saw the slip, and he decided to challenge him.” 
 
The Rays put up five more runs in the eighth against veteran right-hander Matt Belisle. Setup man Trevor Hildenberger, who has worked just once 
in the past five days and hasn’t gone back-to-back since June 23-24, never warmed up but is fine physically, Molitor said. 
 
Berrios, lifted at 94 pitches, had stabilized after a four-run fourth that saw him give up three run-scoring doubles in a span of five batters. He has 
had 12 starts this year in which he gave up three earned runs or fewer, and the three doubles tied a season high . 
 
Opponents managed just 20 doubles off Berrios through his first 19 starts. After giving up six earned runs for the second time in four starts, he 
enters the break with a 3.68 ERA and 127 1/3 innings, sixth-most in the American League. 
 
“As a competitor I kind of feel bad that I let my teammates down,” Berrios said through a translator. “They put out in front in the game, and I 
wasn’t able to hold the other team.” 
 
Rays ace Chris Archer, making just his second start since missing five weeks with a left abdominal strain, gave up a solo homer to Max Kepler in 
the second and left with a 4-1 lead and seven strikeouts after recording one out in the fifth. 
 
The Twins rallied with a four-run sixth off sidewinding lefty Adam Kolarek, capped by Eddie Rosario’s go-ahead two-run double. Rosario added 
his team-leading eighth outfield assist to temporarily stop the bleeding in the eighth. 
 
The teams combined to go 15 for 31 with runners in scoring position, including 11 for 20 by the Rays. 
 
Rays tie franchise record with 19 runs in blowout win over Twins 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Kevin Cash didn’t want to jinx the roll the Tampa Bay hitters were on, so he just stayed at his spot in the dugout and 
didn’t say a word. 
 
The Rays‘ manager didn’t need to say anything. The hitters had everything under control. 
 
Jake Bauers homered for the second straight game and drove in four runs, Carlos Gomez homered and had two RBIs, and Tampa Bay scored 15 
times in the final three innings to rally past the Minnesota Twins 19-6 on Saturday. 
 
Kevin Cash on Rays' 19 runs: ‘We took off offensively’ 
“I just watched, man,” Cash said. “I don’t talk to hitters. I don’t look at hitters. I don’t say anything. I let (hitting coach Chad Mottola) handle 
that.” 
 
C.J. Cron hit a two-run homer and Jesus Sucre, who entered in the sixth for injured catcher Wilson Ramos, drove in two runs for the Rays. They 
posted season-highs in runs and tied a season-high with 20 hits. Tampa Bay entered the game 2-34 this season when trailing after six innings. 
 
“Part fun, part exhausting,” said the rookie Bauers, who is hitting .398 with three home runs and 10 RBIs in his past seven games. “I don’t think 
anyone in here wanted to lose three straight, let alone the series if we do drop that game.” 
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Jamie Schultz (1-0) earned his first major league win with 2 2/3 hitless innings in relief as the Rays overcame a short start by Chris Archer. 
 
Zach Duke (3-3) gave up three runs and managed to retire just two batters in relief of Minnesota starter Jose Berrios. Eddie Rosario had three hits 
and two RBIs, but the Twins fell for the second time in nine games on their current homestand. 
 
Six of Tampa Bay’s runs scored with two outs. 
 
“We tried to stay close the best we could,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. “We just couldn’t get that last pitch to get off the field and give 
us a chance to keep it within striking distance. And then obviously the old 5-5-5 area code at the end was a little bit too much.” 
 
Berrios, who is headed to his first All-Star game next week, gave up six runs for the second time in four starts. 
 
“It was one of those days I felt strong,” Berrios said. “I’m healthy. I’m feeling good out there the first few innings, but that’s kind of how it went 
today.” 
 
Matt Duffy, Mallex Smith and Adeiny Hechavarria all had three hits for the Rays. Duffy later left the game after twisting his ankle on a swing in 
the eighth, but Cash said he was removed because of the score and is expected to be in the lineup on Sunday. 
 
Joey Wendle: ‘Hitting is contagious’ 
ARCHER GETTING CLOSER 
Archer threw 93 pitches in his second start off the disabled list after missing a month with a left abdominal strain. He gave up two runs and five 
hits in 4 1/3 innings with seven strikeouts. 
 
Chris Archer says the win shows the Rays’ potential 
“I thought Arch was pretty good,” Cash said. “The pitch count got high, but stuff appeared to be back in order with what we’ve typically seen 
with the fastball and the slider.” 
 
RAMOS INJURED 
Ramos, named the starting catcher for the American League in next week’s All-Star game, left the game in the sixth inning with left hamstring 
tightness. He said he won’t play in the All-Star game and is “probably” going to need a stint on the disabled list. He was injured running to first 
on a groundout. 
 
“I was very excited to participate in that game,” Ramos said. “Now, it’s very sad because I will be out of the lineup. I worked really hard to make 
that team.” 
 
MINNESOTA MOVE 
The Twins placed right-handed pitcher Aaron Slegers on the disabled list after the game with right shoulder inflammation. The move is 
retroactive to July 11. Slegers (1-1, 5.68), had been temporarily moved to the bullpen after his last start when he gave up five runs in 1 1/3 
innings. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
Rays: INF Christian Arroyo (10-day disabled list, left oblique strain) was expected to be back in the lineup on Saturday for his rehab assignment 
with Triple-A Durham. Arroyo had left Thursday’s game with discomfort in his left hand. 
 
Twins: OF Byron Buxton was put on the Triple-A disabled list with a strained left wrist after an MRI showed inflammation in the wrist. … RHP 
Ervin Santana is scheduled to start Sunday for Triple-A Rochester as he works his way back from finger surgery. … Molitor said 1B Logan 
Morrison might not need a rehab assignment as he recovers from a left hip impingement. Molitor said RHP Addison Reed could need a rehab 
assignment and that the reliever might need more than the 10 days for his right triceps tightness. 
 
UP NEXT 
Both teams waited until after Saturday’s game before designating their starter for Sunday afternoon’s series finale. Tampa Bay will turn to Ryne 
Stanek (1-2, 1.93 ERA), who has served as the team’s “opener” when it plans a bullpen day. With Slegers going on the disabled list, the Twins 
will recall right-hander Fernando Romero from Triple-A Rochester to start Sunday. Romero (3-3, 4.38) made 10 starters earlier this season for 
Minnesota. He was 2-0 with a 1.45 ERA in three Triple-A starts since being optioned following his last start on June 22. 
 
Preview: Twins vs. Rays 
STATS | Fox Sports North | July 15, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Wilson Ramos will not be in the Tampa Bay Rays‘ starting lineup Sunday when the wrap up the first half against the 



14 
 

Minnesota Twins at Target Field. 
 
Tampa Bay’s catcher was removed from the Saturday’s 19-6 win after experiencing tightness in his left hamstring while running out a groundout 
in the sixth inning. 
 
He was supposed to be the American League’s starting catcher in the All-Star Game Tuesday but will now sit that contest out because of the 
injury and is getting replaced as the starter by Kansas City’s Salvador Perez. 
 
“I was very excited to participate in that game,” Ramos said. “Now, I’m very sad. I worked really hard to make that team. But I will be there with 
my family and get some time there.” 
 
Ramos is batting .297 with 14 home runs and 53 RBI this season. He is hoping a few days of rest will allow him to avoid a trip to the disabled list 
and be back on the field next Friday when the Rays open the second half against the Miami Marlins. 
 
“Hopefully it gets better soon,” Ramos said. “I still have half a season left It’s better to miss one game than two months. Just have to be smart, do 
my rehab well and come back strong.” 
 
Avoiding Ramos could good news for right-hander Fernando Romero who will return from Triple-A Rochester and get the start for the Twins. 
 
Romero went 3-3 with a 4.38 ERA through his first 10 big league starts but was demoted June 23 after allowing four runs on four hits and a pair 
of walks over six innings in an 8-1 loss to the Texas Rangers. 
 
The move wasn’t as much about his performance as it was about the Twins’ immediate need for fresh bullpen help at the time. The 23-year-old 
took the news in stride. 
 
“It’s just something that happens in baseball,” Romero said. “At some point you’re not waiting for it, but all you have to do is handle the situation 
and get back to work. I’ll be back as soon as possible. As soon as they give me the chance again, I’ll get it back.” 
 
He’s pitched well since the demotion, allowing just three runs while striking out 15 with seven walks in three starts spanning 18 2/3 innings. 
Overall, he has a 2.04 ERA with Rochester this season. 
 
He gets the start after right-hander Aaron Slegers landed on the disabled list Saturday with inflammation in his right shoulder. Slegers told the St. 
Paul Pioneer Press that the shoulder wasn’t an issue last Tuesday when he was tagged for five runs over just 1 1/3 innings. 
 
Instead, he noticed something while playing catch ahead of the his previously scheduled start Sunday and decided to mention the issue to the 
team’s medical staff. 
 
So, with Slegers out, Romero is headed back. 
 
“I don’t know if that was a front-burner as far as options we were considering,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said, “But the way it worked out, 
that’s the way we’re going to go.” 
 
Rays manager Kevin Cash plans to turn to his bullpen for the series finale with right-hander Ryne Stanek getting his 12th start as an “opener”. 
 
Stanek (1-2, 1.93 ERA) has gone unscored upon in 22 of his 27 appearances this season including four of six this month. In his “starts” he is 0-1 
with a 1.08 ERA while totaling 16 2/3 innings and striking out 21. 
 
“He’s taken to that role,” Cash told the Tampa Bay Times. “I think he enjoys going up there knowing he has that ball for an inning or two and 
he’s making the most of it when he attacks and pounds the strike zone and then opens up.” 
 
Stanek struck out a pair and didn’t allow a run in his one inning against the Twins on Friday when he faced Eduardo Escobar, Jorge Polanco and 
Max Kepler. 
 
Zulgad: Twins’ feel-good homestand hits an inevitable bump 
Judd Zulgad | ESPN 1500 | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Twins entered Saturday having won eight of nine games on their current 11-game homestand and looking to continue to 
prove they should be taken seriously by a baseball world that largely has written them off. 
 
The Twins attempted to bolster their case by beating up on Tampa Bay ace Blake Snell on Thursday and Nathan Eovaldi on Friday. 
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Righthander Jose Berrios, who will be Minnesota’s lone representative in the All-Star Game on Tuesday in Washington, D.C.,  was going against 
Rays righty Chris Archer as the Twins went for a third consecutive victory over the Rays. 
 
Max Kepler’s laser-shot home run to right field put the Twins up 1-0 in the second and Archer was gone with one out in the fifth. A four-run 
bottom of the sixth  gave the Twins a 6-4 lead. But one-bad inning from Berrios and three horrendous ones from the bullpen slapped the Twins 
back to reality in a 19-6 loss at Target Field. The 19 runs were the most surrendered by Paul Molitor’s club this season. 
 
Tampa Bay regained the lead with a five-run seventh against Berrios and Zach Duke. That was followed by a five-run eighth against Matt Belisle 
and a five-run ninth against position player Willians Astudillo who was asked to take one for the team. Tampa Bay had 15 of its 20 hits — and all 
three of its home runs — in the final three innings. 
 
Berrios didn’t look like an All-Star as he gave up six runs, six hits, walked three and stuck out five in six innings. “As a competitor, I kind of feel 
bad that I let my teammates down,” Berrios said. “They put me in front in the game, and I wasn’t able to hold the other team not to score for the 
most part.” 
 
It was just the second time in 20 starts this season that Berrios has allowed six runs to score. 
 
The loss dropped the Twins to 43-50 on the season, putting them eight games behind first-place Cleveland in the American League Central. The 
Indians had a chance to increase that lead Saturday night when they played host to the Yankees. 
 
After going 1-8 on the road against the White Sox, Cubs and Brewers, the Twins swept the Orioles, won two of three against the Royals and then 
the first two against Tampa Bay on this homestand. That accomplishment should have been diminished by the fact the Orioles and Royals are 
horrible teams that can’t wait for the end of the season to arrive, but many elected to ignore this fact. 
 
Tampa Bay is now 49-46 and provides legit big-league competition. 
 
It’s not that the Twins are competing for a playoff spot — Cleveland should win the AL Central by 15 to 20 games if they get smart and finally 
add bullpen help — but they are trying to get chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine not to hold a fire sale as the 
July 31 non-waiver trade deadline approaches. 
 
The problem is every time the Twins make a decent case for Falvey and Levine to alter their strategy they play a game like they did Saturday, or 
have a road trip like they did to Chicago and Milwaukee, and it becomes clear what is going to happen. 
 
A split of the series with Tampa Bay would mean the Twins beat up on two terrible teams and then split at home with a .500-type club. 
 
The Twins will try to avoid that by starting rookie Fernando Romero on Sunday in the last game of the homestand. 
 
Romero is being recalled from Triple-A Rochester to replace Aaron Slegers, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list Saturday because of right 
shoulder inflammation retroactive to July 11. Slegers had made two recent starts for the Twins, going 1-1, but was shelled in a 9-4 loss to Kansas 
City last week. 
 
Romero made 10 starts earlier this season, going 3-3 with a 4.38 ERA. He was sent to the Red Wings after beginning to struggle and went 2-0 
with a 1.45 ERA in three starts at Rochester. 
 
Romero is a big part of the Twins’ future and should hold a key role in the rotation in 2019. As for the present? The 23-year-old righthander can 
gain valuable experience but he isn’t going to save an already lost season. 
 
Left wrist strain lands Byron Buxton on disabled list at Rochester 
Judd Zulgad | Star Tribune | July 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Twins got some good news regarding Byron Buxton on Saturday, even though the center fielder will be placed on the 
seven-day disabled list at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
An MRI performed on Buxton’s left wrist showed that he suffered a left wrist strain during a third-inning at-bat on Thursday. Buxton was 
bothered by pain in  the wrist after fouling off two pitches and left the game at that point. 
 
X-rays proved negative and an MRI confirmed that Buxton has inflammation in the wrist. That’s good news considering there was concern that 
Buxton had suffered an injury to the hamate bone. A break of that bone likely would have kept Buxton out for a couple of months. 
 



16 
 

The Twins feared Buxton had injured his hamate bone late last season but it turned out to be a bruised left hand. That injury only caused him to 
miss one game. 
 
This has been a miserable season for Buxton, who was expected to play an important role for the Twins after winning a Gold Glove in center field 
in 2017. 
 
He missed time in April because of migraine headaches and was on a rehab stint with Single-A Fort Myers when he broke the big toe on his left 
foot by fouling a ball off it. Buxton returned to the Twins in May but continued to be bothered by the injury and looked lost at the plate. 
 
The Twins put Buxton back on the disabled list and have since used an option to keep him at Rochester because of his continued struggles at the 
plate. Buxton, who is hitting .156/.183/.200 with four RBIs in 28 games with the Twins this season, stayed in Rochester during the three-day 
break for the International League All-Star game so he could work with Red Wings hitting coach Chad Allen. 
 
Buxton had gone 5-for-13 in the three games before the break to raise his average to .239. He is now hitting .232/.303/.377 with two home runs 
and six RBIs in 18 games for the Red Wings. 
 
This latest injury is another setback for Buxton — it’s unclear exactly how long he will miss — but in this case the news could have been much 
worse. 
 
Rays end game in ‘the old 5-5-5 area code’ to really squash Twins’ good vibes 
Dan Hayes | The Athletic | July 14, 2018 
 
Fangraphs estimated that the Twins had an 80.7 percent chance of winning Saturday afternoon after Eduardo Escobar singled in Eddie Rosario in 
the bottom of the sixth inning. 
 
And then it all went to hell. 
 
José Berríos and his bullpen imploded as the Tampa Bay Rays scored 15 unanswered runs and torched the Twins 19-6 at Target Field. Instead of 
securing a much-needed victory, position player Willians Astudillo pitched the ninth inning as the Twins lost for only the second time in 10 
games on a crucial homestand. Tampa Bay scored five runs each in the seventh, eighth and ninth innings to beat the Twins, who had rallied back 
from a three-run deficit to take the lead in the middle innings. 
 
“It was really nice to see the rally that we put together to take the lead,” manager Paul Molitor said. “Then as things go against you, often times 
they’re ignited by a walk. We walked the leadoff hitter there and then it just kind of fell apart. We tried to stay close the best we could. We just 
couldn’t get that last pitch to get off the field and give us a chance to keep it within striking distance. And then obviously the old 5-5-5 area code 
at the end was a little bit too much.” 
 
Though Berríos surrendered four runs in the fourth inning to fall behind 4-1, he posted zeroes in his next two trips to the mound. In doing so, 
Berríos allowed his teammates to rally against Chris Archer and the Rays bullpen. Eddie Rosario’s two-run double in the sixth gave the Twins a 
5-4 lead and Escobar singled him in to make it a two-run lead. 
 
But Berríos only lasted two batters in the seventh as he issued a walk and allowed a single. Zach Duke took over and allowed a pair of opposite-
field RBI singles, one a blooper and the other a shift-beating grounder, as Tampa tied it at 6. Four batters later, Joey Wendle broke the game open 
with a two-run triple to give the Rays a 9-6 lead. 
 
“It’s unfortunate, a bloop single to left, a ground ball gets through,” Duke said. “At that point, I’m just trying to get outs any way I can. And then 
the ball that Wendle hit was left in the middle of the plate. Sliders in the middle, that’s what happens to them. The worst part is how we battled 
back and took the lead right there, and I gave it right back.” 
 
The worst was yet to come. 
 
Matt Belisle took over and gave up five more runs, which led to Astudillo pitching the ninth. He surrendered home runs to Carlos Gomez and Jake 
Bauers. C.J. Cron homered off Belisle. 
 
 “The good news is, we still have good arms in the bullpen for tomorrow,” Duke said. “And we’ve been playing really well.” 
 
It’s the second time in four starts Berríos has allowed six earned runs. Berríos is lined up to potentially pitch an inning in Tuesday’s All-Star 
Game. Molitor said the Twins won’t determine when his next start would be until they see if Berríos pitches on Tuesday. 
 
“As a competitor, I kind of feel bad that I let my teammates down,” Berríos said. “They put me out front in the game and I wasn’t able to hold the 
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other team.” 
 
Buxton placed on disabled list with wrist strain 
Center fielder Byron Buxton is headed back to the seven-day disabled list at Triple-A Rochester with a left wrist strain. Buxton exited Thursday’s 
game with a hand injury and had an X-ray, which was negative. Buxton also took an MRI. Team officials viewed the MRI Saturday morning and 
diagnosed the injury as a wrist strain. 
 
The Twins were pleased that Buxton’s injury wasn’t a broken hamate bone. 
 
“The MRI was good, thankfully,” Molitor said. “Mild sprain of that wrist, which probably means tendon, I would imagine. He’s gonna go on the 
seven-day DL down there in Rochester. 
 
“You never know — try to be hopeful. You’ve got a lot of things going on — hand bones, hamates — there’s no tear, just got a strain there that 
hopefully will recover quickly.” 
 
Slegers to the DL, Romero to the majors 
The Twins solved their Sunday pitching vacancy by promoting Fernando Romero from Triple-A Rochester after Saturday’s game and placing 
Aaron Slegers on the disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. Slegers said he had some discomfort in the aftermath of Tuesday’s loss 
against the Kansas City Royals and it never improved. The right-hander didn’t throw a bullpen session this week because the Twins temporarily 
moved him into the bullpen. When Slegers went to play catch on Saturday, he was unable to get through the session and went to the training 
room. 
 
“Felt pretty normal after the Kansas City start and just wasn’t getting better, if not getting worse, as I was throwing throughout the week until 
today when I had to say something,” Slegers said. “Threw a flat-ground and had to stop in the middle of the flat-ground. It’s not like I was unable 
to pick up a baseball, but just had to say something.” 
 
Romero made 10 starts for the Twins before he was sent back to Rochester late last month. He made three starts at Rochester and limited 
opponents to a .197 average in 18 2/3 innings. Romero struck out 15 and had a 1.45 ERA. 
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