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Padres mailbag: Renfroe, 
Reyes on the block? 
Preller, Green status? 
By Kevin Acee  

Just four major league teams are still playing. 

For the 20th straight October, the Padres are not one of those final four. 

And so the attention has turned to the future, as if the focus hasn’t perpetually been 

there. 

That is the theme of this first offseason mailbag, as if it wasn’t the theme of virtually 

every mailbag during the regular season. 

How do the Padres emulate what the savvy, homegrown Boston Red Sox have been able to 
do? I'll hang up and listen. 

I know you were being sarcastic, but I’d like to play along anyway. 

The Padres could trade all (or most) of their prospects for starting pitchers. 

That said, five of the position players the Red Sox started in the ALDS were 

homegrown. 

The topic brings to mind the most important difference between teams like the Red 

Sox and teams like the Padres: The Red Sox can make more mistakes, because they 

will likely always have about $100 million more a year leeway. 

How long a leash does Preller have? 1 year? 2 years? 5 years? 

At least a couple years. He’s the architect of a process that we can’t rightly judge until 

we see how some of the prospects are going to be — and have a better idea the 

prescience of the Myers and Hosmer signings. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Who are realistic SP targets in free agency? 

It seems like 2019 is at least a year too early to invest in a top-of-the-rotation pitcher 

— if they ever do. Why have seven starting pitchers among the top 100 prospects in all 

of baseball if you also have to go out and commit $20 million-plus a year to a veteran? 

It is unlikely all seven of those pitchers make a major league rotation. So it is virtually 

impossible all will be top-of-rotation guys. But one or two of them have to be if this 

thing is going to work out, right? 

As for names of a solid middle-of-the-rotation starter, it’s early. Please check back on 

that. I’d just be throwing out names right now, and I don’t want to do that to you. 

My q: How much influence do "new media" podcasts & other online content have on decisions 
made w/i the Padres organization? How do they gauge analysis, reaction, etc. that comes from 
external sources? 

Certainly, the Padres marketing and PR departments pay attention to many of the 

things said about them. All teams do, whether they acknowledge it or not. As for how 

much it influences them, I believe they process what they see and hear with a grain of 

salt. Depending on the source, it could be a boulder of salt. 

Will the World Series parade route in 2020 hit North Park or no? 

Because the Astros got tired of holding parades in Houston? 

Why would San Diego allow a parade for Astros manager A.J. Hinch, who was sneaky 

enough to have his then-employer pass on George Springer and instead take Cory 

Spangenberg with the 10th pick, leaving his future employer to take Springer? 

Will they ever go on a spending spree again like a few years ago? I know it didn’t really work 
out, but Padre fans need to know that the spending doesn’t end with Hosmer given his down 
numbers. 

There will not be a spree like there was before the 2015 season. But the Padres have 

said for the past few years that they will spend to bring in veteran players when the 

time is right. 

My understanding is there is not an Eric Hosmer-type signing awaiting us this 

offseason. But I don’t ever sleep on A.J. Preller. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/houston-astros-ORSPT000013-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/george-springer-PESPT000011622-topic.html
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There could be a trade this year that brings in a veteran third baseman and/or 

pitcher. 

Do you see Franmil or Franchy having more of an impact in our future OF? 

Assuming both are here? 

Dang. Dang. It’s a difficult choice. 

I will base it on feedback I get mostly from within the organization and go with 

Franmil. 

I think the Padres believe his is the most real and promising bat yet to come up 

through the organization. The results of the final two months came because he 

worked so hard and so earnestly to correct and tweak. 

That said, I think Hunter Renfroe was the best story of the season — from where he 

was in spring both mentally and in the organization’s estimation to where he finished. 

He will feast on many pitchers for many years. 

Will the Padres actually trade Reyes or renfroe? So long since they’ve had home grown power 
hitting OFs. 

In a lot of other years, we might be talking about both of them being here for a long 

time. But this is a roster in flux, with many moving parts and a long way to go. If the 

right deal is out there — one that helps the Padres get pitching, a third baseman 

and/or prospects — they have an abundance of outfielders. 

It is important to keep in mind that this is not like situations in the past where the 

Padres are looking to unload guys for salary purposes. The right deal means the right 

deal. They’re not just going to trade one of these guys for a helping of potato salad. 

I do think there will be a number of trades — likely one involving a corner outfielder, 

possibly one involving one of the young starting pitchers and one of the catchers, plus 

at least one of the relievers. 

I think you’re asking what the Padres would seek in return. 

They need a third baseman. They would like a middle-of-the-rotation starter. 
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Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 

Is Myers at 3rd next year? And with Hedges and Mejia, who becomes our starting catcher? 

As of now, Myers is at third base. They’ll look at the trade market (and possibly free 

agency) for a third baseman. 

As of now, I don’t see how Hedges gets fewer than 100 starts behind the plate with 

Mejia getting the rest and playing elsewhere to get his bat in the lineup. A trade is also 

possible here. 

Jankowski to stay as situational OF or. ??? 

Yes. He has been referred to by many in the organization as a “winning” player. That 

means a player they see as possibly being a crucial piece of a winning team. 

He gets on base, especially against right-handers, and is exceptional on the bases and 

in the outfield. That’s a guy who can help a team win by possibly contributing almost 

every day — at least off the bench and with occasional starts. 

Any indications that Renfroe can increase his OBP moving forward? Even against LHP, I 
believe he had an OBP below .320. 

The indication is his improvement in 2018, especially against right-handers. 

His on-base percentage was up 18 points overall to .302, including a 49-point jump 

(.244 to .293) against RHP (it was down from .392 to .316 against LHP). He chased 

fewer pitches (32.7 percent, down from 35.5) and was far better with two strikes (.199 

average with 10 homers, up from .137 and four). 

Next year, assuming Tatis doesnt make the team out of spring training, is he expected to go to 
Triple A, or return back to Double A? 

I think Triple-A is the starting spot. 

 
Replying to @sdutKevinAcee 

What’s the plan with freddy Galvis? #padres 

The plan, essentially, is to see what he wants to do. 

https://twitter.com/_/status/1049330906354216960
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/travel/commuting/aaa-AUTOORNPR000013-topic.html
https://twitter.com/JIGomez89/status/1049346719027093504
https://twitter.com/JIGomez89/status/1049346719027093504
https://twitter.com/_/status/1049330906354216960
https://twitter.com/hashtag/padres?src=hash
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The market — what other teams are offering in terms of money, years and playing 

time — will go a long way toward determining what the Padres can/will do. 

Galvis’ greatest value is in his playing in the field every day. The big question is what 

price should the Padres pay when they don’t necessarily need that from him long-

term? 

Is there a timetable for the current regime to at least compete in the West? 

I believe they are still targeting 2020 to be a competitive/contending team. That is 

when young players who showed improvement this season will be coming into the 

prime of their careers and when the even younger players who they are counting on as 

the real “hot lava” will have some experience. 

Competitive doesn’t necessarily mean championship. It can, depending on breaks and 

which veteran pieces are added and other factors. Anything is possible, but I think 

there are hints in the trajectories of the recent championship teams, from whom you 

could draw some building parallels — Royals (2013-15), Cubs (2014-15), Astros (2015-

17). 

 
If the Padres had a shot at someone like Girardi, Matheny or Gibbons, what are the odds they 
throw Andy Green overboard and go for it? I just don't have a lot of confidence in Green, 
especially when it involves managing the pitching staff. 

No. 

I have to ask, how would any of us know how Green manages a pitching staff? There 

were so few opportunities for him to show what he would do in situations where he 

wasn’t saddled with keeping an eye on a rookie’s pitch limits and/or with a lead 

and/or with a bullpen at full strength. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
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Every club's best individual playoff performance 
From MadBum to Mr. October, these runs went down in franchise lore 
By Will Leitch MLB.com   
8:04 AM PDT 
 

One of the many joys of baseball's postseason is how one player can make such an outsized 
difference. There's no better time for a player to go on a hot streak than in the playoffs, when 
he's able to carry his team for a whole series -- maybe even to a championship. Baseball is a 
game of ebbs and flows, of zeniths and nadirs, and everyone wants to break out and have a 
heater in October. 

With that in mind, we look at the greatest postseason runs by a player on each of baseball's 30 
teams. These are the sort of streaks that make legends in their hometowns ... the sort of runs 
we'll talk about forever. 

Note: We're sticking to the divisional era here, which goes back to 1969, and is the dawn of the 
modern postseason. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE EAST 

Blue Jays: Paul Molitor, 1993 
.447/.527/.851, World Series MVP 
Everyone remembers the Joe Carter homer, but Molitor was a monster that whole postseason 
for the Blue Jays at the age of 37. He was terrific back in 1982 for the Brewers, too. 

Orioles: Brooks Robinson, 1970 
.485/.471/.788, World Series MVP 
This was, of course, the same World Series in which he made the ridiculous play at third base 
… though with Robinson, it's always a question of which ridiculous play. 

. 11th, 2016 

Rays: James Shields, 2008 
2-2, 25 IP, 2.88 ERA 
This is where the "Big Game James" nickname came from, even if it maybe lasted a year or two 
longer than it should have. 

Red Sox: David Ortiz, 2004 
.400/.515/.764, ALCS MVP 
It's rather difficult, all told, to figure out which Ortiz postseason to pick: He had an OPS over 
1.204 in October for all three of the Red Sox championship teams he played for. 

. 20th, 2004 

Yankees: Reggie Jackson, 1978 
.417/.511/.806 
The highest qualified OPS by Yankees are, in fact, 2018 Aaron Judge and 2006 Derek Jeter ... 
but how do you not pick Mr. October? 

AL CENTRAL 

http://m.mlb.com/player/448306/james-shields
http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
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Indians: Orel Hershiser, 1995 
4-1, 35 1/3 IP, 1.53 ERA, ALCS MVP 
The season with the other Indians' World Series loss -- no, the other one -- featured vintage 
Hershiser ... and he split a couple of duels with Greg Maddux in the World Series, too. 

Royals: Danny Jackson, 1985 
2-1, 26 IP, 1.04 ERA 
Bret Saberhagen is remembered as the hero of this Royals team -- along with Don Denkinger, 
of course -- but Jackson was actually the best pitcher for the Royals that postseason. 

Tigers: Alan Trammell, 1984 
.419/.500/.806, World Series MVP 
Trammell put the perfect capper on the Tigers' dream season. This was a quiet argument for 
Trammell's Hall of Fame candidacy. 

Twins: Jack Morris, 1991 
4-0, 36 1/3 IP, 2.23 ERA, World Series MVP 
Speaking of the Hall of Fame ... this postseason is almost certainly why Morris currently has a 
plaque in Cooperstown. 

. 27th, 1991 

White Sox: Jermaine Dye, 2005 
.311/.415/.444, World Series MVP 
Several White Sox players had a higher OPS than Dye that postseason -- including Joe Crede, 
Scott Podsednik and Paul Konerko -- but you've got to go with the World Series MVP. 

AL WEST 

Angels: Francisco Rodriguez, 2002 
5-1, 18 2/3 IP, 1.93 ERA 
Back when there were more rigid bullpen roles, K-Rod was deployed liberally and devastatingly 
in 2002, back when he was 20 years old. 

Astros: Carlos Beltran, 2004 
.435/.536/1.022 
Cardinals fans will be having nightmares about 2004 Carlos Beltran for decades to come ... and 
they wonthat series. 

. 17th, 2004 

Athletics: Dave Stewart, 1989 
4-0, 32 IP, 2.25 ERA, World Series MVP 
Stewart had a career 2.77 postseason ERA in 133 innings ... he would actually win the ALCS 
MVP the very next season, too. 

Mariners: Ken Griffey Jr., 1995 
.364/.442/.818 
Jay Buhner was just as good as The Kid in 1995 ... but Griffey is Griffey. 

Rangers: Juan Gonzalez, 1996 
.438/.526/1.375 
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The Rangers actually lost this Division Series in four games, but good heavens, was Juan Gone 
ever a monster, hitting five homers in four games. 

. 5th, 1996 

NATIONAL LEAGUE EAST 

Braves: John Smoltz, 1996 
4-1, 38 IP, 0.95 ERA 
You could also go with Greg Maddux's 1995 run -- since the Braves won the World Series that 
year, after all -- and you wouldn't be wrong. 

Marlins: Josh Beckett, 2003 
2-2, 42 2/3 IP, 2.11 ERA, World Series MVP 
After the Yankees and Red Sox had their first of two epic postseason battles, Beckett was 
happy to pick up the pieces in the World Series. 

. 25th, 2003 

Mets: Bobby Ojeda, 1986 
2-0, 27 IP, 2.33 ERA 
Of all the great Mets starters on that team, it was Ojeda who had the best postseason. 

Nationals: Stephen Strasburg, 2017 
1-1, 14 IP, 0.00 ERA 
Since we're excluding the Expos -- if we weren't, Steve Rogers in 1981 would be the obvious 
answer here -- we must dig into the gruesome land of the Nationals' postseason failures. 
Strasburg has the ultimate Nationals playoff line: 0 earned runs, 1 loss. 

. 11th, 2017 

Phillies: Cliff Lee, 2009 
4-0, 40 1/3 IP, 1.56 ERA 
Cole Hamels had the World Series MVP in '08, but Lee was actually better, in five more 
innings. 

NL CENTRAL 

Brewers: Ryan Braun, 2011 
.405/.468/.714 
This postseason performance feels like a lifetime ago, but it's one the Brewers sure would 
appreciate a repeat of. 

Cardinals: David Freese, 2011 
.397/.465/.794, NLCS MVP, World Series MVP 
Freese actually struggled in the NLDS this season ... though he ended up making up for it. 

27th, 2011 

Cubs: Jon Lester, 2016 
3-1, 35 2/3 IP, 2.02 ERA, NLCS co-MVP 
Lester still feels like the postseason starter Cubs fans trust most, and probably always will. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/544931/stephen-strasburg
http://m.mlb.com/player/430935/cole-hamels
http://m.mlb.com/player/460075/ryan-braun
http://m.mlb.com/player/501896/david-freese
http://m.mlb.com/player/452657/jon-lester
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Pirates: Willie Stargell, 1979 
.415/.435/.927, NLCS MVP, World Series MVP 
He also shared the regular-season MVP Award this year, pulling off the rare trifecta. 

Reds: Johnny Bench, 1976 
.444/.464/.926, World Series MVP 
Bench was as dominant as the Reds were in this matter-of-fact World Series sweep. 

NL WEST 

D-backs: Curt Schilling, 2001 
4-0, 48 1/3 IP, 1.12 ERA, World Series co-MVP 
Randy Johnson's line this exact 2001 postseason: 5-1, 41 1/3 IP, 1.52 ERA. That is ... difficult to 
beat. 

31st, 2001 

Dodgers: Hershiser, 1988 
3-0, 1 SV, 42 2/3 IP, 1.05 ERA, NLCS MVP, World Series MVP 
Hershiser is the only pitcher to be on this list twice ... and how could he not be? 

Giants: Madison Bumgarner, 2014 
4-1, 1 SV, 52 2/3 IP, 1.03 ERA, NLCS MVP, World Series MVP 
This is an obvious pick, but at this point I'd like to remind you that Barry Bonds put up a 
.356/.581/.978 in 2002. 

29th, 2014 

Padres: Sterling Hitchcock, 1998 
3-0, 22 IP, 1.23 ERA, NLCS MVP 
He gave up only one earned run in six innings in his lone World Series start ... not that it did the 
Padres much good. 

Rockies: Kaz Matsui, 2007 
.304/.347/.500 
It was a strange postseason for the Rockies in 2007, but if you forget the World Series 
happened altogether, it was a glorious one. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
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From the Archives  
October 15, 1998: Padres 
win the pennant 
October 15, 1998 The San Diego Union-Tribune 

The San Diego Union-Tribune will mark its 150th anniversary in 2018 by presenting 

a significant front page from the archives each day throughout the year. 

Thursday, October 15, 1998 

In 1998 the Padres defeated the 106-win Atlanta Braves to head to the World 

Series for the first time since 1984. The Padres' second pennant served as a 

springboard for the construction of Petco Park. 

Here are the first few paragraphs of the story: 

Bubbling over 

Corks pop as San Diego savors first pennant win since 
1984 

By Mark Sauer, Staff Writer 

ATLANTA -- It smelled like Napa at harvest time, champagne fountains erupting 

everywhere you looked. 

There was Ruben Rivera opening fire on an already soaked John Moores. "Quatro 

mas!" the Padres owner hollered to the left fielder from Panama,who was bubbling 

over himself with pure excitement. "Four more wins, Ruben! Four more wins!" 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/atlanta-braves-ORSPT000003-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
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Here was Mark Sweeney, hollering past the fat victory cigar in his teeth:"The Show! 

The Show! We're goin' to the Big Show -- whoooo-eeeee." 

And there was Ken Caminiti, with a grin that stretched from here to Mission Valley, 

echoing his joy-struck teammates in lamenting the inadequacy of the English 

language. 

"I can't describe what it feels like. All I know is that I have been living for this 

moment," said the burly third baseman. "But I'm looking at Sweeney holding that big 

ol' thing over there and I'm gonna' go get my hands on it." 

That big ol' thing was the National League Championship trophy and it belongs to the 

San Diego Padres now that they finally disposed of the mighty Atlanta Braves 5-0 

yesterday to claim only the second pennant in franchise history. 

And the champagne-tinged aroma wafting through their delirious clubhouse included 

the scent of triumph mixed with equal parts determination, courage and pride. 

"It's almost too much of a storybook ending to what has already been the best 

baseball year of my life," said Moores, pausing momentarily as first baseman Wally 

Joyner took him up in a great bear hug and whispered sincerely in his ear: "Thank 

you, thank you." 

Moores, who earned a fortune in the computer business and invested a significant 

amount of it in 1994 in a losing baseball team, added: "I can't describe what this feels 

like; I only know I like it a lot and I'm anxious to do it again." 

The Padres will get their chance, beginning Saturday in New York when they take on 

the Yankees in Game 1 of the World Series — the first game ever for San Diego in 

storied Yankee Stadium, "The House That Ruth Built." 

They earned that right by dominating Atlanta before a packed house at Turner Field. 

They did it the same way the Braves have been doing it themselves all these years — 

with terrific pitching, solid hitting, strong defense and an absolute will to win. 

Sterling Hitchcock became the unlikely hero. He struck out eight Braves while 

allowing just two hits. And he lofted a fly ball with the bases loaded, which left fielder 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
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Danny Bautista couldn't handle, scoring Joyner and Steve Finley — the biggest blow 

in the Padres' five-run sixth inning. 
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Toolshed: Potts growing into prominent role 
Padres slugger adjusted well early in career ahead of AFL stint 

By Sam Dykstra / MiLB.com | October 12, 2018 10:20 AM 

When the Padres signed Eric Hosmer to an eight-year deal last offseason, they seemed to have 
locked down one quarter of their long-term infield. When No. 27 overall prospect Luis Urias 
arrived in the Majors in September, that was another piece locked in. No. 2 overall prospect 
Fernando Tatis Jr. may have had his season with Double-A San Antonio cut short in late July by 
surgery on his left thumb, but he'll very likely be San Diego's everyday shortstop by the midpoint 
of next season. 

That leaves one opening in the long-term plans -- third base -- and that spot might be Hudson 
Potts' for the taking. 

The Padres signaled their confidence in Potts by sending him to the Arizona Fall League this 
week, where at 19, he's the fourth-youngest player in the prospect finishing school behind 
Peoria teammates Cristian Pache and Mario Feliciano and another prominent 19-year-old third 
baseman, Vladimir Guerrero Jr. But don't expect the right-handed slugger to be doing any 
calculus to figure out what his AFL move -- or any other one for that matter -- means about his 
future in the organization. 

"I'm just here to do my job and let it all play out," Potts said. "None of the players here [with the 
Padres] think about it. We see the talent every day. It's a top group of guys, a great group of 
players everywhere you go in this system, and I think it's made all of us better." 

Potts may just be ranked San Diego's No. 23 prospect, but that's in a system that boasts 10 of 
MLB.com's Top-100 prospects -- tied with the Braves for the most in the game. No. 17 Esteury 
Ruiz is the only prospect ranked higher among Padres farmhands with third-base experience, 
but the fellow 19-year-old only got 16 starts at the hot corner in 2018, instead playing mostly at 
second for Class A Fort Wayne. In the Majors, Christian Villanueva may have broken out with 
20 home runs in his second Major League season -- 15 of which came before June 1 -- but he 
ended up being a league-average bat with OK defense. By comparison, Potts has the chance to 
provide real thunder with his bat, as he's shown early on in his career. 

 

The native of the Dallas-Fort Worth area was taken as a shortstop with the 24th overall pick in 
June 2016, three months before his 18th birthday. He was sandwiched between fellow first-
round picks Cal Quantrill and Eric Lauer and selected 24 spots ahead of fellow Fall Leaguer 
Buddy Reed. 

Despite his relative youth, the Padres still sent Potts to the Midwest League for his first full 
season in 2017 and moved the 6-foot-3, 205-pound infielder to third base permanently -- a move 
many predicted in pre-Draft evaluations. Offensively, he started slow, hitting .226 with six 
homers and a .619 OPS over 60 games in the first half of the season, only to bust out with a 
.278 average, an .837 OPS and 14 long balls over 65 games after the All-Star break. He 
finished with a basically league-average 103 wRC+ on the strength of his power; his 20 home 
runs tied for fifth-most ion the circuit. 
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That was a preview of what was to come in 2018, at least in terms of slow growth and 
improvement over another long campaign with Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore. Potts' OPS 
went up in each full month he spent with the Storm: .771 in April, .824 in May, .916 in June and 
.975 in July. In that fourth month, he produced a .369/.417/.559 line with four homers and nine 
doubles over 27 games. Only teammate Luis Torrens (.375) had a higher average in the hitter-
friendly California League in July. Even after being promoted to Double-A San Antonio for most 
of August and a playoff run into September, Potts still finished tied for fourth in the Cal League 
with 35 doubles, ranking fifth with a .498 slugging percentage and ninth with 17 homers in his 
106 games with the Storm. As such, he was chosen at the designated hitter spot on the 
California League end-of-season All-Star team. 

"I think it's happened both years," Potts said of his ability to adjust. "It's just picking up how 
pitchers and other teams are approaching me every time I'm up there. Once I figure that out, 
things start clicking. ... I might refine some things, but it's mostly staying up on how they're 
attacking me and not trying to do what the pitcher wants me to do. I have a plan and I stick with 
that plan." 

As Potts climbs the ladder toward San Diego, more and more that plan involves understanding 
upper-level hurlers have begun to pitch him backward, utilizing more off-speed earlier in the 
count to keep him from sitting fastball and tapping into his above-average pop.  

That'll continue next season in the Texas League, where Potts is likely to return in 2019 -- this 
time with the new Padres affiliate in Amarillo. The third baseman struggled some in his 
introduction to Double-A, producing just a .154/.258/.231 line with two homers and 33 strikeouts 
in 89 plate appearances during the regular season. (He also went 8-for-32 with a homer and two 
doubles over eight games during San Antonio's run through the Texas League postseason.) But 
after showing little trouble adjusting over a larger sample, Potts said he didn't feel humbled 
during his first professional trip home to the Lone Star State. 

"I'm not worried at all," Potts said. "I really like where I am and it was fun being up there, being 
with that team. It was more about learning from the different situations that popped up, like 
being in a playoff game at that level or some of the other team situations you need to come 
through on. There was a lot of stuff at third base too. That's what I can focus on here in the 
offseason and the AFL." 

The Padres didn't seem worried either when they told Potts in August he was headed to the Fall 
League to continue his growth at the plate and the hot corner. It's been somewhat of a bumpy 
ride early on in both regards with the third baseman going 2-for-9 with a double, two strikeouts 
and two fielding errors in his first two starts with the Javelinas. But there are still many more 
weeks for Potts to grow accustomed to the pitching (and opposing hitting) he'll see in the Fall 
League, and with them more chances to prove he can fit alongside Hosmer, Urias and Tatis 
long-term in San Diego. In fact, he might already be getting a leg up there. The Javelinas play 
their home games at Peoria Sports Complex, the same spot the Padres share with the Mariners 
as a Spring Training home. Potts saw some time on the bigger fields of Arizona last spring, 
going 4-for-8 with two homers in eight Cactus League games as a callup from Minor League 
camp. Come next spring, he's likely to be a non-roster invitee to the big league side, but he 
knows -- like everywhere else -- he's still got to get used to Arizona ball over a larger sample 
first. 
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"It's great to be here in Peoria after the spring and some time in the fall before the AFL," he said. 
"But it's just the same game. Play the game, and people around here will notice. Hopefully, I can 
bring whatever I learn right back here in the spring." 


