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J.J. Putz gets pied on his birthday at D-Backs FanFest 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2015/02/23/110171770 
 
Hudson happy to have 'normal' spring with D-backs 
After two years of rehabbing elbow, righty healthy at start of 
camp 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/110164432/d-backs-
righty-daniel-hudson-happy-to-have-normal-spring 
 
Big Unit addresses D-backs hurlers in camp 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/110186554/randy-
johnson-addresses-d-backs-hurlers-in-camp 
 
D-Backs manager Chip Hale goes 1 on 1 with Cameron 
Cox 
By Matthew Johnson & Cameron Cox / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/12-
news/2015/02/23/12news-chip-hale-diamondbacks-cameron-
cox/23918735/ 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks' Trevor Cahill sporting revamped 
throwing motion 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-trevor-cahill-
sporting-revamped-throwing-motion/23916093/ 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks' Robbie Ray aiming for 
breakthrough year 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-robbie-ray-pitcher-
tigers-mlb/23912083/ 
 
Hellickson hoping for fresh start with Diamondbacks 
By Zach Buchanan / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/22/jeremy-hellickson-hoping-fresh-start-
arizona-diamondbacks/23854123/ 
 
A look at the D-backs' wealth of young talent  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/arizona-
diamondbacks-young-talent-baseball-america-top-100-022315 
 
 
 
 

Randy Johnson addresses captive audience at D-backs 
camp 
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/randy-johnson-
addresses-pitchers-at-diamondbacks-camp-022315 
 
J.J. Putz pranks co-worker, gets pied in retaliation 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/j-j-putz-pranks-co-
worker-gets-pied-in-retaliation-022315 
 
Diamondbacks Fan Fest 2015 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/arizona-
diamondbacks-fan-fest-2015-photo-gallery-022315 
 
Diamondbacks Spring Training 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/gallery-
diamondbacks-spring-training-022315 
 
Fellow managers endorse Arizona Diamondbacks' skipper 
Chip Hale 
By Jules Tompkins / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810265/Fellow-managers-
endorse-Arizona-Diamondbacks-skipper-Chip-Hale 
 
Tony La Russa will be 'brokenhearted' if Arizona 
Diamondbacks do not post winning record 
By Adam Green / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810182/Tony-La-Russa-will-be-
brokenhearted-if-Arizona-Diamondbacks-do-not-post-winning-
record 
 
Diamondbacks' La Russa excited about team's 'unique' 
catcher position 
By Adam Green / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810153/Diamondbacks-La-
Russa-excited-about-teams-unique-catcher-position 
 
Diamondbacks minor leaguer Matt Railey suspended 50 
games 
By ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810149/Diamondbacks-minor-
leaguer-Matt-Railey-suspended-50-games 
 
NL West teams focus on preparation, not the division  
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/article/nl-west-teams-focus-on-
preparation-not-the-division 
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Spring Training 2015: 15 reasons to catch a Cactus League 
game 
By Shane Dale / ABC 15 
http://www.abc15.com/sports/sports-blogs-local/spring-
training-2015-15-reasons-to-catch-a-cactus-league-game 
 
Local product Tuffy Gosewisch finally gets his big shot 
with Diamondbacks 
By Trey Lanthier / Cronkite News 
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2015/02/local-product-tuffy-
gosewisch-finally-gets-his-big-shot-with-diamondbacks/ 
 
My Diamondbacks Fan Fest Experience 
By Joseph Jacquez / SI.com - Fansided 
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/22/diamondbacks-fan-fest-
experience/ 
 

 

Revamped front office key to turnaround 
La Russa, Stewart lead staff with help from Johnson, Gonzo 
By Barry M. Bloom / MLB.com 
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/110086706/barry-m-bloom-
revamped-d-backs-front-office-key-to-turnaround 
 
D-backs' third-round pick Railey suspended 
Arizona Minor League outfielder banned 50 games for 
amphetamine 
By Danny Wild / MiLB.com 
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150223&conten
t_id=110186520&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb 
 
In a Moneyball world, a number of teams remain slow to 
buy into sabermetrics 
By Ben Baumer / ESPN.com 
http://espn.go.com/espn/feature/story/_/id/12331388/the-
great-analytics-rankings#!mlb 
 
Diamondbacks third round pick Matt Railey suspended 
By Shawn Krest / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
9420/diamondbacks-third-round-pick-matt-railey-suspended 
 
D'Backs pitcher Daniel Hudson finally healthy for spring 
training 
By Brandon Wise / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
9266/dbacks-pitcher-daniel-hudson-finally-healthy-for-spring-
training 
 
Diamondbacks minor leaguer suspended 
By Craig Calcaterra / NBCSports.com 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/23/diamondbacks-
minor-leaguer-suspended/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Osprey draws drug suspension 
By The Missoulian 
http://missoulian.com/sports/osprey/former-osprey-draws-
drug-suspension/article_09f66561-0d24-56c5-a5ee-
a4c4572d1d90.html 
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February 24, 2015 • MLB.com 
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J.J. Putz gets pied on his birthday at D-Backs FanFest 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.mlb.com/cutfour/2015/02/23/110171770 
 
For the better part of the last four years, former D-backs closer 
J.J. Putz has had fun at the expense of D-backs PR staffer Jim 
Myers. 
  
Putz has hid under Myers' desk to scare him, jumped out from 
around corners and just last week, he scared Myers so badly that 
he fell down to the ground. 
 
Sunday, Myers got his revenge at the D-backs' annual FanFest. 
  
It was Putz's birthday and, in his new role as special assistant, he 
was up on the main stage hosting a Q&A session with Aaron 
Hill, A.J. Pollock and Paul Goldschmidt. 
  
As the crowd began to sing "Happy Birthday," Myers snuck up 
behind Putz and hit him with a pair of shaving cream pies. 
 
"That's the first time I've been pied," Putz said. "Many have tried 
it over the years, but that's the first time." 
  
You would think that, at worst, the prank made things even 
between Myers and Putz, but not so much. 
  
"I'm going to get him back," Putz said. "I know all these other 
[PR] guys were in on it too. I'm going to get them all." 

Hudson happy to have 'normal' spring with D-backs 
After two years of rehabbing elbow, righty healthy at start of 
camp 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/110164432/d-backs-
righty-daniel-hudson-happy-to-have-normal-spring 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- If nothing else, the past two-plus years 
have taught D-backs right-hander Daniel Hudson the value of 
patience, and he's certainly had plenty of practice at taking things 
day by day. 
  
That will come in handy this spring, as a determination as to 
whether Hudson is used as a starter or reliever will evolve as 
camp goes on. 
 
Hudson, 27, tore the ulnar collateral ligament in his elbow in 
June 2012, and after Tommy John surgery, he underwent a year-
long rehab process and was just days away from returning to the 
active roster when he re-tore the ligament during a Minor 
League rehab start. 
  
A second Tommy John surgery was required, and yet another 
grueling rehab had to happen before Hudson was finally able to 
pitch in a big league game again. He entered Arizona's Sept. 3 
game against the Padres as a reliever and tossed a scoreless 
inning. It was his first Major League appearance in 799 days. 
  
Now, for the first time since 2012, Hudson is able to participate 
fully in Spring Training. 
  

"It's nice to not have to go in there and look at the rehab 
schedule for the day to see what you've got," Hudson said. 
"Instead, I just warm up normally with the groups and go out 
and do the normal Spring Training thing." 
 
Hudson made three appearances at the end of last season, and 
while he might be on a regular program this spring, thoughts 
about another reoccurrence have not gone away. 
  
"I don't think I ever will [stop thinking about it]," Hudson said. 
"For the most part, it's always just going to be there in the back 
of my mind. Two surgeries to your arm, so it is what it is. I've 
just tried to tell myself that I can't be scared about it, I can't be 
worried, because whatever is going to happen is going to 
happen. 
  
"I did all the work I could possibly do the last two years. If it 
goes again, it goes again. I can't really do anything about it." 
  
The D-backs are trying to find a role that keeps Hudson healthy 
and productive. For now, he is being stretched out as a starter. 
  
"He's a special guy on this team," D-backs manager Chip Hale 
said. "We're going to do everything we can to help him be 
healthy all year. Is it as a starter? We don't know. He will be 
involved in the decision." 
  
The care and consideration that the D-backs have shown with 
Hudson were a big factor in why he decided to sign back with 
Arizona in December after the organization initially non-
tendered him. 
  
"That's all you really want, is for the organization to be honest 
with you and keep you involved in the discussions and not just 
tell you this is what you're going to do and basically give you an 
ultimatum," Hudson said. "It depends a lot on need, too. If they 
feel like they don't really need me to take a spot in the rotation, 
then I'll slide back to the bullpen. Whatever the team needs, I 
will do." 

Big Unit addresses D-backs hurlers in camp 
By Steve Gilbert / MLB.com 
http://m.dbacks.mlb.com/news/article/110186554/randy-
johnson-addresses-d-backs-hurlers-in-camp 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Hall of Fame pitcher Randy Johnson 
made his second appearance of the spring at D-backs camp 
Monday, and this time addressed the pitchers as a group before 
their morning workout. 
  
"He was great with the guys," Arizona manager Chip Hale said. 
 
Johnson reminded the pitchers that while he is remembered for 
his success -- 303 wins, five Cy Young Awards -- he was at one 
point a young pitcher struggling with his command and 
mechanics. 
  
Known for his tireless work ethic and unmatched focused, 
Johnson pushed himself to be better each day, and that's 
something he is hoping to get across to the pitchers he works 
with. 
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"Make your next start your best start," Hale said Johnson told 
the team. 

D-Backs manager Chip Hale goes 1 on 1 with Cameron 
Cox 
By Matthew Johnson & Cameron Cox / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/12-
news/2015/02/23/12news-chip-hale-diamondbacks-cameron-
cox/23918735/ 
 
(Video embedded on webpage) 
 
Chip Hale knows one thing for sure about the upcoming 
baseball season: the Diamondbacks won't be as bad as they were 
last year. 
 
In a one-on-one interview with 12 News sports anchor Cameron 
Cox, Hale says his team will "definitely win more than 64 games" 
this season. 
 
Last year's club owned the worst record in baseball at 64-98. 

Arizona Diamondbacks' Trevor Cahill sporting revamped 
throwing motion 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-trevor-cahill-
sporting-revamped-throwing-motion/23916093/ 
 
Trevor Cahill isn't sure how it looks or whether it's going to be 
effective. All he knows is that he feels totally different. 
 
Cahill has shown up to Diamondbacks camp with a revamped 
arm slot. Instead of his usual three-quarters motion, he's 
throwing from almost straight over the top. The hope is he's 
able to find a delivery he can repeat consistently, thus leading to 
more consistent command. The early results are encouraging. 
 
"The ball has been very electric out of his hand so far," manager 
Chip Hale said. 
 
With his new arm slot making the ball move more vertically than 
laterally, like it was before, Cahill doesn't have a good feel for 
how much his sinker is sinking. And though catchers have told 
him the ball is still diving, he's curious to see what happens when 
he faces hitters. 
 
"You don't know if it's good or not until a hitter steps in," Cahill 
said. "They'll let you know." 
 
Cahill is coming off consecutive down years. Last season, 
splitting time between the rotation and the bullpen, he had a 
5.61 ERA in 110 2/3 innings. 
 
The Diamondbacks, who owe him $12 million this season, 
would be thrilled if they could get him back on track. Whether 
or not they can is unclear. But one thing they don't question is 
Cahill's effort level. 
 
He worked with pitching coach Mike Harkey in the offseason, 
making the one-hour-plus drive (depending on traffic) from his 
home in San Diego to meet Harkey in Fullerton. 
 

"He's doing all the right things right now," Harkey said. "He 
worked his butt off this winter to make some changes. These 
changes, whether they translate into winning 15 games, I 
couldn't be more proud of him. The hardest thing to do as a 
pitcher is believe that you need to make a change. And he 
believed he needed to make a change and he's done it. 
Hopefully, it will work out." 
 
Randy talks 
 
Hall of Famer and special assistant Randy Johnson addressed the 
pitching staff prior to Monday's workout. 
 
Hale said part of the message was urging pitchers to dig deeper 
to get more out of themselves, adding that Johnson's early-career 
struggles make him more relatable to most pitchers. 
 
"He's been that guy who had to really develop his style of 
pitching," Hale said. "Everybody remembers what he did at the 
end, but when he first came through the minor leagues and into 
the big leagues, it was a tough go for him mechanically." 
 
Short hops 
 
Outfield prospect Matt Railey was suspended 50 games for 
testing positive for amphetamines, the commissioner's office 
announced. Railey, the club's third-round pick last year, posted 
an .882 OPS in 45 at-bats last year in the rookie-level Arizona 
League before going down with a hamstring injury. 
 
• Hale is expecting everyone in town by Tuesday, the report date 
for position players, with the possible exception of outfield 
prospect Socrates Brito, who was apparently having trouble with 
flight delays. But Hale expected Brito to arrive in time for the 
club's first full squad workout Wednesday. 

Arizona Diamondbacks' Robbie Ray aiming for 
breakthrough year 
By Nick Piecoro / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-robbie-ray-pitcher-
tigers-mlb/23912083/ 
 
It was just before his last start in what had been a miserable 
season, and Robbie Ray figured he had nothing to lose. He was 
in High-A, three years ago, and his pitching coach had a sort of 
shot-in-the-dark idea. What if Ray tried something different in 
his delivery? 
 
Ray, who at the time owned an ERA in the six-point-something 
range, had been having trouble keeping his frontside closed as he 
delivered a pitch. Chris Michalak, his pitching coach, figured 
having Ray rotate his hips might be worth a shot. 
 
"He was like, 'Maybe this will work. I don't know if it will, but 
who cares now? The season is over,'" Ray recalled. "But it 
worked out perfect." 
 
It turned out to be perhaps the most important adjustment he's 
made in his professional career. Ray threw well that day and 
carried it into the instructional league that fall and into the 
following season, going from a prospect whose status was 
diminishing to one whose stock rose sharply. 
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http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-robbie-ray-pitcher-tigers-mlb/23912083/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/23/arizona-diamondbacks-robbie-ray-pitcher-tigers-mlb/23912083/
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But that was two organizations ago, and Ray, 23, is still awaiting 
that final breakthrough into the big leagues. He's getting a 
chance to make it happen with the Diamondbacks, who acquired 
him from the Detroit Tigers in December. 
 
Camp is in its early stages, but Ray has already impressed. Team 
officials were excited by the way he threw in bullpen sessions 
earlier this month, and the ball has been jumping out of his hand 
in his two sessions since spring training officially got underway. 
 
The Diamondbacks believe Ray has the sort of power arm they 
were lacking. They see him developing into at least a mid-
rotation type of starter. He features a fastball that generally sits 
low-90s and touches 95 mph to go with a solid change-up. What 
he has lacked, however, is a dependable breaking ball, though he 
believes he is getting closer after tweaking his grip at pitching 
coach Mike Harkey's suggestion. 
 
"I can throw it and I feel comfortable throwing it, but it's hit and 
miss on certain days right now because it's a new pitch for me," 
he said, explaining that he's gone from a "spike" curve grip to a 
more traditional grip. "It's coming along real well." 
 
The Washington Nationals drafted Ray in the 12th round in 
2010 but gave him first-round money to buy him out of a 
commitment to Arkansas. Michalak, now a Double-A coach for 
the Nationals, said that the club liked the way Ray's arm worked, 
his feel for pitching and his aptitude for making adjustments. 
 
"When we got him, we thought we had a big-leaguer on our 
hands," Michalak said over the club this week. "The biggest 
thing was he always competed, and that's something you can't 
teach." 
 
After Michalak helped him with the mechanical adjustment late 
in the 2012 season, Ray returned to Potomac the following year 
and earned a promotion to Double-A. That December, he was 
dealt to the Tigers in the Doug Fister trade. 
 
He didn't have a great year in the Tigers organization, but he 
gleaned valuable lessons from the experience. He reached the big 
leagues but struggled in 282/3 innings. He found that adrenaline 
could be his worst enemy. "You're pitching in front of 40,000 
people instead of 5,000," he said. "It's a lot different." 
 
When he wasn't pitching, he would sit in the dugout with Cy 
Young winner Max Scherzer. Ray said Scherzer helped make 
him feel welcome in the big leagues. He also gave him valuable 
insight on keeping his emotions in check. 
 
"Max would tell me it's a relaxed effort, a controlled effort," Ray 
said. "You have to give that 100 percent, but you also have to 
relax at the same time and control that adrenaline. That was 
probably the best advice I'd gotten." 
 
Ray thinks that inability to control his emotions hurt him not 
just when he was in the big leagues but also later when he was 
sent back to Triple-A, where his ERA rose and his strikeouts fell 
from the previous season in the minors. 
 
"I was getting gassed early in the big leagues," he said. "I wasn't 
used to the adrenaline pumping 100 percent all the time. 

 
"Normally, I'm a 92-94 (mph) or 95 guy. And by the fifth inning, 
I was down 89, 90, 91. I think it was more of learning how to 
control that. I think that's where I was getting into trouble." 
 
With those lessons in mind, Ray is eager to put them to use. 
With three rotation spots open, he's one of about a dozen 
pitchers vying for a job. Ray is happy this is where he's landed. 
 
"A young team, young guys," he said. "It's always good to have a 
competition. It pushes you and pushes everyone else. Everybody 
gets better. So I think with some rotation spots open, this is a 
good place to be right now." 

Hellickson hoping for fresh start with Diamondbacks 
By Zach Buchanan / The Arizona Republic 
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-
league/2015/02/22/jeremy-hellickson-hoping-fresh-start-
arizona-diamondbacks/23854123/ 
 
He doesn't know if the feeling started cropping up during his 
final, abbreviated season with the Tampa Bay Rays, but it 
became a certainty when Jeremy Hellickson was traded to the 
Diamondbacks a mere two weeks after the World Series. 
 
The 27-year-old had gone from organizational gem and 
American League Rookie of the Year in 2011 to so expendable 
that he could be moved before the offseason had really sunk in. 
 
"I kind of felt like that because it happened so early," Hellickson 
said. "I felt like I was the first trade of the offseason. I really 
wasn't expecting it to happen that early." 
 
There are plenty of reasons the Rays might have been justified in 
moving on from Hellickson, and Hellickson doesn't let himself 
off the hook for any of them. He refuses to write off his 5.00 
ERA over his last two years in Tampa as the result of a lingering 
elbow injury in 2013 and the resulting rehab and comeback a 
season later. 
 
Sure, being hurt had some effect. Hellickson thinks his last 10 
starts or so of 2013 were probably affected by powering through 
with a hurt elbow, and he admits that he wasn't really prepared 
for the rehab process, debuting midway through 2014 less fit 
than he should have been. 
 
But mostly, he should have pitched better. 
 
"I felt good enough to be out there," he said. "I definitely should 
have pitched better last year. I felt really good." 
 
When he tries to explain why he didn't, Hellickson looks at two 
factors. First, he lost something with his bread-and-butter 
pitches, his fastball and changeup, leaving them up in the zone. 
The fastball's ineffectiveness was particularly alarming — batters 
hit .244 and .267 against it his first two years, and .280 and .309 
the last two. 
 
He also feels he struggled out of the stretch, which led to more 
men scoring. He held opposing hitters to a .614 OPS with men 
on in 2012, but that ballooned to .865 in 2013 and .784 last 
season. 
 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/22/jeremy-hellickson-hoping-fresh-start-arizona-diamondbacks/23854123/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/22/jeremy-hellickson-hoping-fresh-start-arizona-diamondbacks/23854123/
http://www.azcentral.com/story/sports/mlb/cactus-league/2015/02/22/jeremy-hellickson-hoping-fresh-start-arizona-diamondbacks/23854123/


│

6 

 

Still, there were silver linings. His strikeout rate jumped from 
about 16 percent his first two years to 18.6 his last two. 
Conversely, his walk rate dropped from 8.7 to 7 percent. 
Hellickson will take the strikeouts, but stops short of giving 
himself credit for the walks. In fact, he feels lowering his walk 
rate may have adversely affected him elsewhere. 
 
"There were times last year where I probably should have walked 
a guy and I ended up giving in and giving up a two-run double 
or a three-run homer or something," he said. "I think my first 
couple years, I wasn't going to give in. (The Rays) came to me 
after the first couple years and wanted me to throw more strikes 
and walk less. 
 
"Don't get me wrong, you don't want to walk a guy. But there 
are definitely situations where you'd rather not give in to the guy 
and move on to the next guy." 
 
Eventually, the Rays decided that fixing Hellickson was not 
worth the effort, sending him to Arizona in exchange for low 
minors prospects Andrew Velazquez and Justin Williams. He'd 
gone from a guy that the Rays made room for in 2011 by trading 
away Matt Garza to a guy jettisoned in favor of younger players. 
 
Diamondbacks General Manager Dave Stewart then brought it 
full circle in the aftermath of the trade by saying Hellickson 
would fill the No. 2 spot in Arizona's rotation. He also goes 
from upstart to staff veteran, as his 640 innings of experience are 
the second-most among the Diamondbacks' crop of starters, 
behind only Trevor Cahill. 
 
Cahill is fighting for a spot despite being owed $12 million this 
year and having similar struggles to Hellickson the last two years. 
Hellickson, in contrast, is guaranteed a rotation spot. 
 
For Hellickson, it's nice to have an organization that believes in 
him like that again. 
 
"I definitely don't hold any grudges, but I definitely feel like they 
lost a little faith in me and gave up on me a little too early," he 
said. "That's why I'm excited to be here and ready to get back 
out there and get back to the pitcher I know I can be." 

A look at the D-backs' wealth of young talent  
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/arizona-
diamondbacks-young-talent-baseball-america-top-100-022315 
 
SCOTTSDALE -- In 2006, industry bible Baseball America 
placed seven Diamondbacks in its annual preseason Top 100, a 
scout-informed survey of the top talent at the minor league level. 
The magazine hit the nail on the head.  
  
That D-backs class, which included Justin Upton, Stephen 
Drew, Conor Jackson and Chris Young, played a large role on 
the D-backs team that won the NL West in 2007. Most were 
around for the 2011 encore title. 
  
Arizona is it again.  
  
The Diamondbacks have six players in Baseball America's Top 
100 this spring. If the past is prologue, the D-backs are headed 
in the right direction. 

  
The prospects, by the numbers: 
  
No. 25 -- Archie Bradley 
  
No. 26 -- Braden Shipley 
  
No. 40 -- Aaron Blair 
  
No. 57 -- Yasmany Tomas 
  
No. 71 -- Touki Toussaint 
  
No. 78 -- Jake Lamb 
  
Until prediction becomes production, prospects are just that. 
More often than not, their tools translate at the highest level, 
although an injury or the inability to make (and keep making) the 
final necessary adjustments can detour some.  
 
But the greater volume of talent, the greater the chance for some 
to make it to the top -- and the D-backs rank third in the majors 
with six players in the top 100 this spring. Only Boston and the 
New York Mets have more, with seven apiece. Both those teams 
have five players in the top 80. The D-backs have six. The 
Chicago Cubs have six in the top 100 and five in the top 80. 
  
Show of hands -- who watched the 2014 World Series? Kansas 
City had nine players in Baseball America's 2011 Top 100, 
including corner infielders Eric Hosmer and Mike Moustakas. 
Wil Myers, Jake Odorizzi and Mike Montgomery also were on 
that list, and Royals general manager Dayton Moore turned that 
trio into World Series mainstays James Shields and Wade Davis 
in a trade with Tampa Bay. 
  
"I always look back ... you look back at the Kansas City Royals 
last year," D-backs manager Chip Hale said when talking about 
talent in the organization's pipeline. 
  
"For years you heard about all the talent they had in the minor 
leagues. They are winning PCL championships. They are 
winning in the Texas League. All of a sudden, here those players 
come. I think that's what we are kind of building in the 
organization. People don't buy that until you win at the big 
league level. We're getting a lot of winning ballplayers that are 
coming through the system, which should be important." 
  
The most important question -- when will young players take the 
final step? -- is never easy to answer. 
  
"I guess my answer is, we'll see," Hale said. 
  
Here is a look at the D-backs' sextet on the cusp, as seen 
through Baseball America's eyes. (Grades are on the scouting 
scale of 20-80, with 80 the highest.) 
  
RHP Archie Bradley  
  
2011 first-round draft pick (seventh overall) 
  
6-4, 235, 23 on Aug. 10  
  

http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/arizona-diamondbacks-young-talent-baseball-america-top-100-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/arizona-diamondbacks-young-talent-baseball-america-top-100-022315
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After a dominating 2013 minor league season that vaulted him 
into contention for a spot in 2014 rotation, Bradley suffered a 
mild flexor strain early last season and worked most of the 
season to return to form.  
  
A few words from BA: "Some evaluators now see Bradley as a 
future No. 3 starter, with the proviso that improved command 
will get him back to the original projection of a frontline starter." 
  
Fastball: 65 
  
Curve: 50 
  
Changeup: 55 
  
Control: 45 
 
RHP Braden Shipley 
  
6-3, 190, turned 23 on Feb. 22 
  
2013 first-round draft pick (15th overall) 
  
Shipley moved from low-A South Bend to Class AA Mobile as a 
quick riser last season, when he also was invited to the Futures 
Game. A former shortstop in college, he is gifted athlete.  
  
A few words from BA: "His fastball is a plus pitch in the mid-
90s with late life and arm-side sink. His clean delivery projects to 
give him plus command. Shipley projects as at least a No. 3 
starter." 
  
Fastball: 60 
  
Curve: 55 
  
Changeup: 55 
  
Control: 50 
  
RHP Aaron Blair 
  
6-5, 230, 23 on May 26 
  
2013 supplemental first-round draft pick (36th overall) 
  
Blair and Shipley have followed very similar paths since being 
selected 21 picks apart in the 2013 draft. Blair made three stops 
last season, too, finishing in Mobile. He averaged 10 strikeouts 
per nine innings and had a 1.14 WHIP last season while junking 
his slider to concentrate on his curve ball. 
  
A few words from BA: "Increased arm speed and an improved 
curveball caused Blair's stock to jump in 2014. He has good 
control, and some scouts project solid-average command thanks 
to his clean, repeatable delivery and his big hands.  
  
Fastball: 60 
  
Curve: 55 
  
Changeup: 55 
  

Control: 50 
 
3B Yasmany Tomas 
  
6-1, 252, 25 on Nov. 14  
  
2014 free agent, signed for $68.5 million 
  
Tomas is the latest in a line of Cuban sluggers to leave the island 
for the United State in recent years, after Yoenis Cespedes, 
Yasiel Puig and Jose Abreu. A big man, Tomas will be given a 
long look at third base, although it is not his most familiar 
position. He will serve in a production spot in the lineup. 
  
A few words from BA: "Plus-plus raw power is the calling card 
for Tomas, a strong man with big lift in his swing. Tomas does a 
good job of staying inside the ball and can drive pitches to the 
opposite field. At times he sells out for power, resulting in a 
swing with holes and a tendency to chase pitches out of the 
strike zone." 
  
Hit: 45 
  
Power: 70 
  
Speed: 50 
  
Defense: 50 
  
Arm: 60 
  
RHP Touki Toussaint 
  
6-3, 185, 19 on June 20 
  
2014 first-round draft pick (16th overall) 
  
Toussaint's father was a politician who served in the government 
in Haiti, and he grew up playing soccer, not baseball, until he 
took up the sport at age 11. The D-backs were thrilled that 
Toussaint was available with their top pick last year, since most 
projections had him going in the top 10. 
  
A few words from BA: "With big hands and a long wingspan, he 
uses explosive arm speed to deliver a fastball in the 90-95 mph 
range with plus life. He's athletic and the ball comes out of his 
hand easy. Toussaint has ace potential if he tames his control." 
  
Fastball: 60 
  
Curve: 70 
  
Changeup: 55 
  
Control: 40 
 
3B Jake Lamb 
  
6-3, 220, 25 on Oct. 9 
  
2012 sixth-round draft pick (213th overall)  
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Lamb tore up the Southern League while a little more than 
months with Mobile last season, his first look at Class AA. He 
led the Southern League in batting average (.318) and was 
second in on-base percentage, slugging and RBI. He made a 
brief stop at Class AAA Reno before spending the final six 
weeks in the majors, where he had four homers and 11 RBI in 
37 games. 
  
A few words from BA: "He has above-average power to all 
fields, driving the ball even in Mobile's pitcher-friendly park. His 
long swing can lead to high strikeout totals, but he has a good 
approach at the plate and draws his share of walks." 
  
Hit: 50 
  
Power: 60 
  
Speed: 40 
  
Defense: 50 
  
Arm: 55 

Randy Johnson addresses captive audience at D-backs 
camp 
By Jack Magruder / FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/randy-johnson-
addresses-pitchers-at-diamondbacks-camp-022315 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- When Randy Johnson talks, pitchers 
listen. 
  
Not just because he is the dominant presence in the room at 6-
foot-11, or because he is a Hall of Famer, although that does 
lend a certain cachet. 
  
They listen because he wasn't always that Randy Johnson. 
  
It took Johnson years to become the pitcher who ended up with 
303 victories, and he went through growing pains and the 
frustrations along the way, something he was glad to share when 
he spoke to the Diamondbacks pitchers early Monday. 
  
His points were clear. 
  
Prepare and make every start as if it is your last. 
  
Dig deep. 
  
Resist comfortability. 
  
"He can relate because he has been that guy who really had to 
develop his style of pitching," D-backs manager Chip Hale said. 
"Everybody remembers what he did at the end, but when he first 
came through the minor leagues and when he first went into the 
big leagues, it was a tough go for him mechanically." 
  
His points dovetail nicely with the D-backs' philosophy. 
 
"He talked about his career ... (how) he just kept trying to do 
better and better," Hale said. "That sometimes pitchers are 
happy with going five or six innings and giving up three or four 
runs. In his opinion, that is not good enough, and it's not good 

enough for any of us. We want guys who want to pitch that next 
inning, who want to throw 10 more pitches. That is one thing he 
said -- try to get to that point. 
  
"Make you next start your best start." 
  
Or your next relief appearance. Johnson is a left-hander, and 
Matt Stites is a righty. Johnson started, Stites pitches out of the 
bullpen. The message applies equally. 
  
"For me, it's more like every pitch and every appearance," Stites 
said. "Focus on the now. Focus on, 'This may be the last pitch 
you throw, make it your best.' You have a guy like that telling 
you something, you listen. He went through it. He's one of the 
greats. That's the guy you want to listen to, take advice from, 
pick his brain and follow what he does." 
  
Johnson observed the D-backs' relievers during their second 
bullpen session Monday, and Hale sees him as an invaluable 
presence. 
  
"He was great with the young guys," Hale said. "I think he is 
going to have a big impact on our minor league group." 

J.J. Putz pranks co-worker, gets pied in retaliation 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/j-j-putz-pranks-co-
worker-gets-pied-in-retaliation-022315 
 
(Video embedded on webpage) 
 
Diamondbacks special assistant J.J. Putz pranks the team's 
communications coordinator, Jim Myers, before getting pied in 
retaliation at Fan Fest on Sunday. 

Diamondbacks Fan Fest 2015 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/arizona-
diamondbacks-fan-fest-2015-photo-gallery-022315 
 
(Slideshow embedded on webpage) 

Diamondbacks Spring Training 
By FOX Sports Arizona 
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/gallery-
diamondbacks-spring-training-022315 
 
(Slideshow embedded on webpage) 

Fellow managers endorse Arizona Diamondbacks' skipper 
Chip Hale 
By Jules Tompkins / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810265/Fellow-managers-
endorse-Arizona-Diamondbacks-skipper-Chip-Hale 
 
PHOENIX -- Cactus League managers and general managers 
gathered Monday at the Arizona Biltmore to field questions 
from the media about the years ahead, the winters behind and -- 
in the case of Oakland Athletics manager Bob Melvin and 
Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price -- colleagues of old. 
  
Now at the helm of the Arizona Diamondbacks is, of course, 
one time comrade of Melvin and Price, first-year manager Chip 
Hale. 
  

http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/randy-johnson-addresses-pitchers-at-diamondbacks-camp-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/randy-johnson-addresses-pitchers-at-diamondbacks-camp-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/j-j-putz-pranks-co-worker-gets-pied-in-retaliation-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/story/j-j-putz-pranks-co-worker-gets-pied-in-retaliation-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/arizona-diamondbacks-fan-fest-2015-photo-gallery-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/arizona-diamondbacks-fan-fest-2015-photo-gallery-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/gallery-diamondbacks-spring-training-022315
http://www.foxsports.com/arizona/photos/gallery-diamondbacks-spring-training-022315
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810265/Fellow-managers-endorse-Arizona-Diamondbacks-skipper-Chip-Hale
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810265/Fellow-managers-endorse-Arizona-Diamondbacks-skipper-Chip-Hale
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The three first converged in Phoenix, working together from 
2007-09 while Melvin managed the D-backs. And once again 
Monday, they all sat in the same room -- a Biltmore ballroom in 
Phoenix -- but this time represented three different clubs. 
  
The new affiliations, however, didn't keep them from 
commending one another, reminiscing about a foregone era of 
D-backs history. 
  
That era, of course, includes the 90-win campaign in 2007, which 
saw the D-backs make the National League Championship 
Series for the second time in franchise history. Hale was the 
third base coach during that run; Price was the pitching coach. 
  
Price is now in his second year over the Reds while Hale left 
Melvin's A's following a Wild Card playoff game ouster in 
October to take over the transitioning D-backs, becoming the 
last of the trio to secure a spot as a skipper in the majors. 
  
"I pull for good people and for people who have earned the 
right to have this opportunity and I don't think anybody would 
argue that Chip hasn't earned the right to manage at the big 
league level," Price said Monday of Hale's promotion. 
  
"He's done everything you can do -- he's been a tremendous 
manager in the minor leagues, he's been a very successful bench 
coach, he's got great leadership and organizational skills, he's a 
tremendous communicator." 
  
Hale, indeed, was very successful with lower level D-backs 
affiliates, which he managed for a total of six seasons at various 
levels, once leading the Triple-A Tucson Sidewinders to a Pacific 
Coast League championship after attaining to a franchise-best 
92-53 regular season record. 
  
"If you were to look at Chip's résumé, there's nothing that you 
would look at that's detracting," Price went on. "I'm his friend, 
but I'm a fan." 
  
Both Price and Melvin happily obliged to answer questions 
about their former comrade -- and fellow Bay Area native -- 
raving about his abilities while admitting to their similarities with 
him. 
  
Melvin, who with Hale in the dugout has reached the postseason 
in each of the three most recent seasons, described his former 
bench coach as "very energetic, very prepared, very 
communicative," saying he was able to draw the best out of 
players. 
  
"As far as philosophies go, we probably share a lot of the same 
philosophies: Trying to get guys in the best spots, match up 
when you can," the A's manager continued. 
  
Hale's makeup, Melvin went on, puts him in rare company.  
 
"He's unique in his skills set in that he understands the 
intricacies of all of the different positions, and that's very rare," 
he said. "Guys specialize in certain areas; he's very well-versed. 
  
"Cal Ripken Sr. when I was in Baltimore was really the only 
other coach I can remember being so well-versed in every area. 
And again, that's a unique trait." 

  
In a shade of irony, Hale himself would later that afternoon sit in 
the seat Melvin occupied Monday. 
  
"I think what ends up happening is you work with good people 
and you get opportunities," he explained. "People realize that the 
people you're around kind of mentor you and help you." 

Tony La Russa will be 'brokenhearted' if Arizona 
Diamondbacks do not post winning record 
By Adam Green / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810182/Tony-La-Russa-will-be-
brokenhearted-if-Arizona-Diamondbacks-do-not-post-winning-
record 
 
(Audio embedded on webpage) 
 
As far as rebuilding projects go, the Arizona Diamondbacks are 
not one of them.  
 
At least, that's the way chief baseball officer Tony La Russa sees 
it. Entering his first full season with the club, he said there is no 
plan in place to forego winning now in order to be competitive 
in a few years. 
  
"There's one answer that fits our fans and the person you're 
talking to," he told Burns and Gambo on Arizona Sports 98.7 
FM Monday. "Not very patient. We don't want to tell our fans, 
'You know, we've got this three to five year plan,' that's just not 
accurate." 
  
The Diamondbacks finished last season with a 64-98 record, the 
worst mark in all of baseball. The roster underwent quite a bit of 
turnover, and the belief is that -- along with a return to health 
for many key players -- will be enough to lead to the 
organization's fortunes turning around. 
  
La Russa said he's not necessarily against a team building toward 
the future, but he does not see the D-backs as a team in position 
to do so. 
  
"If we didn't have the nucleus that we have, if we had virtually 
zero, you'd tell fans, 'Look, it's going to take us a while,'" he said. 
"The nucleus of talent here is better than that record. That club 
got beat up so badly -- nobody makes excuses, it's just an 
explanation. 
  
"When you lose all those hitters, lose all those pitchers, nobody 
is going to have a really good year." 
  
La Russa acknowledged last year's Diamondbacks lost a lot of 
games, but is confident this season's group will play hard and, 
"sooner rather than later," will be a really tough team to play 
against. 
  
"Which is going to translate into wins," he said. "I don't have a 
crystal ball; I just know we'll be competitive. I've said before, I'll 
be brokenhearted if we don't have a winning record this year." 
  
The last time the D-backs finished a season with a winning 
record was 2011, when they won 94 games and the NL West. 
They went 81-81 in each of the next two seasons before 
bottoming out in 2014. 

http://arizonasports.com/42/1810182/Tony-La-Russa-will-be-brokenhearted-if-Arizona-Diamondbacks-do-not-post-winning-record
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810182/Tony-La-Russa-will-be-brokenhearted-if-Arizona-Diamondbacks-do-not-post-winning-record
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810182/Tony-La-Russa-will-be-brokenhearted-if-Arizona-Diamondbacks-do-not-post-winning-record
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La Russa said he does not have a limit on how good he thinks 
the team will be this year, just that he does not believe the 
organization needs to ask fans for patience heading into the 
season. 
  
"Our club has got guys that are right there, very close to being 
competitive, winning major leaguers." 

Diamondbacks' La Russa excited about team's 'unique' 
catcher position 
By Adam Green / ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810153/Diamondbacks-La-
Russa-excited-about-teams-unique-catcher-position 
 
Miguel Montero became the everyday catcher for the Arizona 
Diamondbacks in 2009, and in five of the last six seasons tallied 
no fewer than 413 at-bats. 
  
An All-Star twice over that span, his presence meant catcher was 
one position that lacked intrigue. It was Montero's job, plain and 
simple. 
  
This season will be different.  
 
Montero was traded to the Chicago Cubs in the offseason, and 
to replace him the D-backs will turn to Tuffy Gosewisch, Oscar 
Hernandez, Peter O'Brien or Gerald Laird, who was recently 
signed to a minor league deal. 
  
The 31-year-old Gosewisch has appeared in 55 Major League 
Games, including 41 last year for the D-backs. 
  
Hernandez and O'Brien, on the other hand, have combined for 
zero at-bats at the big league level. 
  
"Our catching situation is really unique," D-backs chief baseball 
officer Tony La Russa told Burns and Gambo on Arizona Sports 
98.7 FM Monday. "For one thing, if you play well behind the 
plate defensively you don't have to score as many runs. 
  
"Last year Tuffy did a real, real good job -- has never had an 
opportunity to catch as more than just a backup." 
  
More of a defensive-minded catcher, Gosewhich is a career .213 
hitter with one home run and seven RBI to his credit. 
  
He's not nearly the hitter Montero is, but La Russa said the 
decision to make the trade was more about the team needing to 
acquire pitchers than anything Montero did or did not do. 
  
There was also the presence of O'Brien, who was acquired from 
the New York Yankees in exchange for Martin Prado last 
summer. Last season, in both High-A and Double-A, he hit .271 
with 34 home runs and 74 RBI. 
  
At 24 years old, he is looked at as a power bat who may be able 
to catch, in time. 
  
"We saw him in the Fall League," La Russa said. "This young 
man has got dynamic talent." 
  

La Russa added that many within the Yankees organization 
lamented parting with O'Brien. 
  
"Peter can hit he ball out of the park," he said. "He's got a great 
stroke, but he's also very intelligent, he's willing to work and we 
all can't wait to see him play, starting next week, in games. We 
think he's got a chance to be a very good, winning-type catcher." 
  
Then there's Hernandez, the 21-year-old the team took with the 
first selection in the Rule 5 draft. By rule, if he is not on the D-
backs' 25-man roster he will be offered back to Tampa Bay, his 
original club. 
  
"Do our fans want to have fun? Come out in the next week 
when we start working out and start watching this kid catch the 
ball, throw the ball," La Russa said. "This guy has got major 
league tools defensively, we'll see if he can hit." 
  
With Laird, the D-backs have a 12-year MLB veteran who spent 
the last two seasons in Atlanta with the Braves. In his career, he 
has hit .244 with 38 home runs and 238 RBI. 
  
The position is not without talent, but there is no sure thing in 
the group. That may be a concern, but if nothing else, there is 
plenty of intrigue to see what the D-backs can get out their 
catchers in 2015. 
  
"I think between that threesome and then we protected 
ourselves with a guy that was on our 2011 Cardinal 
championship team, Gerald Laird," La Russa said. "Our fans -- 
I'm telling you, when you see our games there's going to be 
uniqueness, there's going to be a lot of guys fighting for 
positions. It's going to be exciting. 
  
"Tuffy, this is the opportunity of a career for him, you've got 
two young guys trying to make it, and you've got Gerald Laird, 
who we know would be a terrific guy on the club." 

Diamondbacks minor leaguer Matt Railey suspended 50 
games 
By ArizonaSports.com 
http://arizonasports.com/42/1810149/Diamondbacks-minor-
leaguer-Matt-Railey-suspended-50-games 
 
NEW YORK -- Arizona Diamondbacks outfielder Matt Railey 
has been suspended for 50 games after a positive test for a 
banned amphetamine under baseball's minor league drug 
program. 
  
Railey, who turns 20 on March 16, was selected in the third 
round of last year's amateur draft from North Florida Christian 
High School in Tallahassee, Florida, with the 89th overall pick. 
He hit .267 with two homers and seven RBIs in 45 at-bats last 
year with the Missoula Osprey of the rookie level Pioneer 
League. 
  
The suspension, announced Monday, was the 38th this year 
under the minor league program. 

NL West teams focus on preparation, not the division  
By Mark Brown / Examiner.com 
http://www.examiner.com/article/nl-west-teams-focus-on-
preparation-not-the-division 
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The temptation is to look around and begin to think of your 
peers. 
  
With the National League West now regarded as one of the 
more competitive divisions in major league baseball, the appeal 
is even greater and especially when you think you’ve improved. 
  
While thoughts of decision-makers tend to wander and drift, the 
focus manages to be lost in the exhilaration of immediate 
personnel changes. 
  
Perhaps most guilty among National League West teams are the 
San Diego Padres. Given the plethora and high-profile 
transactions in the off-season, the Padres enter spring training 
amid great expectations. With position players not due for their 
first workout until Wednesday, the energy and enthusiasm, 
nonetheless, is felt across the clubhouse. 
  
“Last season, we wanted to be competitive,” said former 
Diamondbacks righty Ian Kennedy, who went 13-13 with a 3.63 
ERA last season for the Padres. “Now, were in the conversation 
with the Dodgers and Giants and that’s fun.” 
  
While players may be ready to talk about the division and how 
teams shape up this early in spring training, others are not willing 
to go there. 
  
“Right now, it’s all about preparation,” said Dodgers manager 
Don Mattingly Monday during Media Day for the Arizona-based 
teams. “Look, everyone is up-beat and ready to go. Our job is 
get the players prepared and not pay attention to other teams.” 
  
Nearly a Las Vegas atmosphere, pundits, here at the advent of 
spring training, like to gather odds, make predications and even 
call the eventual World Series winner. Most around the game 
dismiss this exercise as sophistry and argue for a more realistic 
approach. 
  
“We know we play teams within our division half the time,” said 
Rockies’ skipper Walt Weiss. “But discussing teams in the 
division is not in the mix right now. For us, this is not the time 
for talk about the division. We needs to get ready for the season 
ahead.” 
  
While certain teams are clearly energized by off-season moves, 
the Padres in particular, up-coming decisions permeate thinking. 
Starting rotations have to be defined, batting orders constructed, 
bullpens organized and benches created. Once the bell sounds in 
early April, then decision-makers will likely focus on beating 
division and other teams through research, analytics, reports and 
scouting. 
  
For now, the focus is ascertaining a club through its offense, 
pitching, defense, base-running and intangibles. 
  
Still, thoughts of division opponents are not completely drained 
from the discussion. 
  
“Our division is tough, no doubt about it,” said Dave Stewart, 
the Diamondbacks’ general manager. “From my perspective, the 
team which executes the best is the team which will win.” 
  
HAIL, HAIL, THE GANG’S ALL HERE 

  
On Tuesday, position players report to Salt River and the 
Diamondbacks will then be at full strength. 
  
After physicals on Tuesday, the first workout is slated for 
Wednesday morning. 
  
Here, hitters will face live pitching, which includes prospect 
Yoan Lopez, Rubby De LA Rosa and Allen Webster, both 
obtained from the Red Sox in the Wade Miley trade and Aaron 
Blair, along with Brandon Shipley, both former number one 
draft picks and worked in the Arizona minor league system last 
season. 
  
Workouts begin at 9 a.m. and open to all fans. The 
Diamondbacks ask fans to park in the Desert lot for then enter 
along a walk-way. Each fan will go through a security check-
point. 

Spring Training 2015: 15 reasons to catch a Cactus League 
game 
By Shane Dale / ABC 15 
http://www.abc15.com/sports/sports-blogs-local/spring-
training-2015-15-reasons-to-catch-a-cactus-league-game 
 
Baseball is back – and if you’re lucky enough to live in the 
Valley, it’s an especially exciting time of year. 
 
Whether you’re a casual fan who plans to head out to a game or 
two, or a die-hard who’s intent on hitting each of Arizona’s 
spring training ballpark in the next month, here’s a reason to 
catch all 15 Cactus League teams in action when the games begin 
March 3: 
 
Arizona Diamondbacks (Salt River Fields, Scottsdale): New D-
backs manager Chip Hale said all eight catchers who were 
invited to camp have a chance to make the team’s Opening Day 
roster. Fans will be able to do some in-person scouting of those 
men – and while they’re at it, they may catch a glimpse of newly-
acquired pitcher Jeremy Hellickson, who will attempt to get back 
on track after three outstanding seasons with the Tampa Bay 
Rays from 2010-12. 
 
Chicago Cubs (Sloan Park, Mesa): Fans who already miss 
longtime D-backs catcher Miguel Montero will have the 
opportunity to get their Miggy fix next month. Montero, who 
was traded to the Cubs for a pair of pitching prospects in 
December, batted .264 with 97 home runs and 448 RBI during 
his nine years in the Valley. 
  
Chicago White Sox (Camelback Ranch, Phoenix): In the 
offseason, the White Sox added plenty of talent that will be on 
display in March, including right-handed ace Jeff Samardzija, 
outfielder Melky Cabrera, relief pitcher David Robertson and 
first baseman (and former D-Back) Adam LaRoche. 
 
Cincinnati Reds (Goodyear Ballpark): The Reds play at one of 
the most family-friendly Cactus League facilities. Goodyear 
Ballpark features a Kids Zone that includes a miniature baseball 
field and inflatable games. 
 
Cleveland Indians (Goodyear Ballpark): The Indians and Reds 
share the Goodyear facility, which is also a great park for hot-
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dog lovers. Hot Dog Nation behind home plate offers multiple 
types of wieners, including New York, Chicago and, of course, 
Cleveland and Cincinnati-style dogs. 
 
Colorado Rockies (Salt River Fields, Scottsdale): Good news for 
Rockies fans who also happen to be vegetarians and health-
conscious folks: Salt River Fields provides options such as 
salads, wraps, sweet potato fries, and even a vegetarian tamale 
and bean burrito. 
 
Kansas City Royals (Surprise Stadium): There’s no more fitting 
name for a Cactus League ballpark, as the Royals were the 
surprise of the 2014 MLB season, coming a couple runs short of 
their first World Series championship since 1985. The defending 
AL champs return plenty of talent from that squad, and there 
will be more buzz around the ballpark than usual this March. 
 
Los Angeles Angels (Tempe Diablo Stadium): Bleacher Report 
ranked Tempe Diablo as the No. 1 Cactus League ballpark. One 
of the reasons: the notorious leniency of the ushers, who are 
often OK with allowing spectators to move closer to the field if 
empty seats are available. 
 
Los Angeles Dodgers (Camelback Ranch): The Dodgers are 
known as one of the most accessible teams in the Cactus League, 
as it’s typically easy to obtain autographs on their side of the 
park. See if you can score one from Clayton Kershaw, last year’s 
National League MVP and three-time Cy Young Award winner. 
 
Milwaukee Brewers (Maryvale Baseball Park): The Brewers know 
how to cater to Wisconsin transplants who live in Arizona, as 
Maryvale Baseball Park offers bratwurst as one of its concession 
items. 
 
Oakland A’s (Hohokam Stadium, Mesa): Barry Zito, who 
pitched for the A’s from 2000-06, signed a minor-league deal 
with the team last week. Zito played for the Giants from 2006-
13 but took the 2014 season off. Fans can watch Zito’s 
comeback attempt in person at the newly-renovated Hohokam 
Stadium. 
 
San Diego Padres (Peoria Sports Complex): For the first time in 
three years, Justin Upton will spend March in Arizona. The 
former Arizona Diamondbacks slugger was traded to the Atlanta 
Braves after the 2012 season. The Braves, who play their spring 
ball in Florida, returned Upton to the NL West by dealing him 
to the Padres in December. 
 
San Francisco Giants (Scottsdale Stadium): AZ fans will get a 
first glimpse at the defending World Series champions and the 
team that has won three of the last five world championships. 
The Giants are known for their stellar pitching rotation, led by 
Madison Bumgarner, who earned 2014 World Series MVP 
honors for allowing just one earned run in 21 innings. 
 
Seattle Mariners (Peoria Sports Complex): According to 
springtrainingconnection.com, Peoria Sports Complex is tops in 
the Cactus League in terms of food. Offerings include Baja fish 
tacos, gyros, burritos, and even options for the kids such as 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. 
 

Texas Rangers (Surprise Stadium): Food offered at the Rangers’ 
spring-training facility ranks right behind Peoria Sports 
Complex, according to springtrainingconnection.com. 

Local product Tuffy Gosewisch finally gets his big shot 
with Diamondbacks 
By Trey Lanthier / Cronkite News 
http://cronkitenewsonline.com/2015/02/local-product-tuffy-
gosewisch-finally-gets-his-big-shot-with-diamondbacks/ 
 
SCOTTSDALE – Tuffy Gosewisch is a familiar name for 
Arizona baseball fans. Following an All-State career at Horizon 
High School, the catcher played for Arizona State and now, 
almost 10 years after he was drafted, Gosewisch is positioned to 
get his first career starting spot for the hometown Arizona 
Diamondbacks. 
  
“He’s been working his whole life for it,” said Brad Ziegler, 
veteran relief pitcher. “He’s ready for it.” 
  
Gosewisch was drafted in 2005 and bounced his way through 
minor league teams until he received his first big league call-up 
with the D-Backs in 2013. Last season, he saw 132 plate 
appearances in 41 games as a backup catcher. After the 
departure of long-time starting catcher Miguel Montero in the 
offseason, the spot seems to be Gosewisch’s to lose heading into 
the spring. 
  
Newly-hired D-Backs manager Chip Hale holds Gosewisch in 
high regard. 
  
“He’s got a chance to be one of our impact guys on the big 
league team,” Hale said. “He handles his pitchers professionally, 
he knows how to follow a game plan and he has their trust.” 
  
The long-time minor league catcher maintains that trust with a 
cool and collected demeanor. 
  
“Being able to help the pitchers, that’s my number one priority,” 
Gosewisch said. “What I can do behind the plate is my best 
asset.” 
  
This is the first time in nearly a decade a new face will get the 
starting nod at catcher. However, Arizona pitchers aren’t 
concerned about the transition. Starting pitcher Trevor Cahill, 
entering his fourth year with the D-Backs, welcomes the change. 
  
“It’s good to have somebody that’s fresh,” Cahill said. “He 
might have some new ideas. I’ve always liked him and he seems 
like he does a good job of working with you when he was in a 
backup role.” 
  
Ziegler is also confident the catcher’s age and experience will 
translate to big league success. 
  
“He’s going to get rattled a lot less,” Ziegler said. “He’s gonna 
be able to take the younger pitchers that we have and say, ‘Hey, 
calm down, things are going crazy but just limit the damage and 
let’s get back out there.’” 
  
Gosewisch’s time with the team last season was a big part of 
earning the trust of the pitching staff. 
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“There’s not a pitcher here I don’t feel comfortable with,” he 
said. “Since my number one job is handling the pitching staff, 
you’ve gotta know each pitcher inside and out and really 
understand what their strengths and weaknesses are.” 
  
The spring goes beyond the position battle for the veteran 
catcher, though. It’s also another homecoming. He’ll play in 
front of friends and family from his hometown of Scottsdale and 
the local ASU fan base. 
  
“It’s the best thing of all time,” Gosewisch said. “I have a great 
appreciation for being able to be here for the whole thing.” 

My Diamondbacks Fan Fest Experience 
By Joseph Jacquez / SI.com - Fansided 
http://venomstrikes.com/2015/02/22/diamondbacks-fan-fest-
experience/ 
 
For my first ever Fan Fest, it was a ton of fun, and I got to 
spend it with my dad which made it even better. 
  
Some of my favorite moments were the clubhouse tour, hitting 
in the batting cages, and taking pictures with Chris Owings, and 
Brad Ziegler. Also, the experience of being on a major league 
field for free was pretty special. 
  
I’m glad I got to see the first panel of guests at the Subway stage. 
J.J. Putz was moderating, with Aaron Hill, A.J. Pollock, and Paul 
Goldschmidt answering questions from fans. 
  
My favorite moment of the whole day came at the end of the 
question and answer session. Today was also Putz’s birthday, 
and after fans sang him happy birthday, he got pies to the face 
from Commications director Jim Myers. It was a great moment. 
 
Bronson Arroyo, Hill, Pollock, and Mark Trumbo all performed 
on the Subway Stage together signing different tunes. That was 
really cool. Surprisingly, Bronson Arroyo has really good vocals. 
If he wasn’t playing baseball, he could easily make a living 
signing. 
 
I also visited the arizonasports 98.7 F.M. booth. I saw Paul 
Calvisi, Steve Berthiaume, Greg Schulte, Bob Brenly, and the 
always entertaining Ron Wolfley. 
 
Then there was Mark Grace! 
 
Here is is me with Owings and Ziegler 
 
My dad and I 
 
Overall it was a great experience that I won’t forget! I can’t wait 
to come back to Chase Field for Opening Night 2015! 
 

 

Revamped front office key to turnaround 
La Russa, Stewart lead staff with help from Johnson, Gonzo 
By Barry M. Bloom / MLB.com 
http://m.mlb.com/news/article/110086706/barry-m-bloom-
revamped-d-backs-front-office-key-to-turnaround 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- The D-backs have washed away the 
immediate past, utilizing Major League Baseball's storied past to 
do it. As pitchers threw their bullpens in the cages at the 
gleaming Salt River Fields at Talking Stick complex on Sunday, 
general manager Dave Stewart and his new assistant Joe Carter 
were watching them work. Tony La Russa, the club's chief 
baseball operator, rode a golf cart from field to field and station 
to station. 
  
Luis Gonzalez and Randy Johnson -- two former D-backs stars 
who are among a quartet of special assistants to team president 
Derrick Hall -- were not even on the premises. That's a whole lot 
of baseball expertise for Arizona players of any level to tap into. 
 
"I think it's going to be great," new D-backs manager Chip Hale 
said. "We mentioned that in the first meeting with the pitchers 
and catchers. We have World Series heroes, guys who ended 
World Series games. That's pretty impressive. Hall of Famers, 
Randy is going to be around. He's going to talk to the team [on 
Monday]. I think it can be nothing but positive." 
  
To Hale's point: Carter is one of only two players to end a World 
Series with a walk-off homer, doing it for the Blue Jays in 1993 
over the Phillies in Game 6 at what was then called SkyDome. 
Stewart, the right-hander with 10 postseason wins in his career, 
was a teammate that season and was named MVP of the 
American League Championship Series over the White Sox. 
Stewart was 8-0 with a 2.03 ERA in 10 ALCS starts for Oakland 
and Toronto. 
  
Gonzalez won the 2001 World Series for the D-backs over the 
Yankees with a dump base hit in the ninth inning of Game 7 at 
what is now called Chase Field. The epic single came off 
Mariano Rivera and sailed over the head of shortstop Derek 
Jeter, who was pulled in to the infield grass to make a possible 
play on the runner on third at the plate. Johnson pitched the top 
of the ninth of that game in relief to earn the win and was 
named co-MVP of the series along with Curt Schilling. 
  
La Russa won six pennants and three World Series titles as 
manager of the A's and Cardinals and Stewart won 64 games for 
the La Russa-led Oakland teams that snagged three successive 
AL pennants from 1988-90, winning at least 21 each year. He 
also won 20 games for the A's in 1987. 
  
La Russa was inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame 
last year along with fellow managers Bobby Cox and Joe Torre. 
Johnson was elected to the Hall this year and will join fellow 
pitchers John Smoltz and Pedro Martinez, plus 3,000-hit Astros 
star Craig Biggio, in Cooperstown, N.Y., on July 26. 
 
Even Hale has been to the postseason four times under Bob 
Melvin since 2007. 
  
"We've had a lot of success and that's the whole key," said 
Carter, who hasn't worked in the Major Leagues since retiring at 
the end of the 1998 season. "Young guys come into this 
organization and they see myself, Dave and Tony and you know 
we are guys who know about winning. There's kind of a 
different pep in everyone's step because of that and the 
expectations. You forget about what happened last year and 
learn from that. And as you go forward you know these guys 
want to win." 
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The D-backs lost 98 games last year during a season that was 
beset with injuries to almost every key player on the roster: 
Patrick Corbin, Bronson Arroyo, Brad Ziegler, A.J. Pollock and 
Paul Goldschmidt. At one point, the D-backs had five pitchers 
recovering in some stage from Tommy John surgery. 
Goldschmidt and Pollock were both hit in the hand and suffered 
fractures that caused them to miss a huge chunk of the schedule. 
All of them are either ready to play or are getting there. 
  
It was too much for any management team to overcome. La 
Russa, who retired after his Cardinals defeated Texas in the 2011 
World Series, was hired in May to conduct a complete 
evaluation. Who needed to go? Manager Kirk Gibson or GM 
Kevin Towers? In the end it was both of them. Towers was 
replaced by Stewart, earning a long overdue chance to run 
baseball operations for a big league club. Hale, a coach under the 
highly-regarded Melvin in Arizona and Oakland, won a derby 
among nine candidates scrutinized by La Russa and Stewart. Hall 
put his stamp of approval on the choice. 
  
"I'm very happy with the way it all worked out," Hall said about 
his star-studded executive team. "They're hard working. They're 
all on the same page. I don't think there's any confusion over 
whose roles are what. They're not looking to take the credit. 
They're all looking to win. I'm very impressed, especially with 
Tony. His leadership, his success, his mentorship has been 
tremendous. I just worry because the guy is here seven days a 
week, 20 hours a day. But they're all that way." 
  
La Russa is 70, but acts like a 30-year-old. In fact, he was already 
on the go at 7:30 a.m. on Sunday, sitting in on early meetings, 
chatting it up with players and coaches. Barely even saying hello, 
La Russa said: 
  
"Don't pick us to finish last. I don't know how good we're going 
to be, but we're going to be highly competitive, a very tough 
team to play." 
  
One would expect nothing less from a La Russa-led team. After 
all, as a manager he finished third all-time behind Connie Mack 
and John McGraw with 2,728 regular-season wins and second to 
Joe Torre with 70 postseason victories. 
  
Don't pick the D-backs again to finish last in the tough National 
League West? 
  
"Well, you've got to have confidence. A lot of us like what we 
see here," said La Russa later in the morning after making the 
rounds. "I like our talent. I like the way our guys are working. 
We're going to be tough. You keep score. We'll see. Talk is 
cheap." 
  
Yes, it is. But this kind of executive talent is not. Its value is 
priceless. The sky may be the limit if the D-backs players take 
advantage of it. 

D-backs' third-round pick Railey suspended 
Arizona Minor League outfielder banned 50 games for 
amphetamine 
By Danny Wild / MiLB.com 
http://www.milb.com/news/article.jsp?ymd=20150223&conten
t_id=110186520&fext=.jsp&vkey=news_milb&sid=milb 

 
Matt Railey, the D-backs' third-round pick in last year's Draft, 
was suspended for 50 games Monday after testing positive for a 
banned substance. 
 
The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball said Railey received 
a 50-game suspension without pay after testing positive for an 
amphetamine, a stimulant in violation of the Minor League Drug 
Prevention and Treatment Program. The suspension will be 
effective at the start of the 2015 Pioneer League season in June. 
 
Railey, 19, was the No. 89 overall pick in last summer's Draft out 
of North Florida Christian High School in Tallahassee, Florida, 
where he led the school to a state title. Ranked as Arizona's No. 
20 prospect at the end of 2014, Railey appeared in 13 games last 
year, debuting on June 16 with Rookie-level Missoula and hitting 
.267 with two homers, seven RBIs, seven runs scored and a 
stolen base in 45 at-bats for the Osprey. 
 
As a high school senior, the Florida native hit .407 (35-for-86) 
with four home runs and 10 doubles. 
 
"[He] gives us a chance to add a left-handed bat with kind of a 
hit-speed combo," D-backs scouting director Ray Montgomery 
said of Railey on Day 2 of last year's Draft. 
 
Major League Baseball has suspended 39 players this year for 
violating the Minor League drug program. 

In a Moneyball world, a number of teams remain slow to 
buy into sabermetrics 
By Ben Baumer / ESPN.com 
http://espn.go.com/espn/feature/story/_/id/12331388/the-
great-analytics-rankings#!mlb 
 
Boston 
  
Red Sox 
  
 
Former algorithmic trader John W. Henry bought the club in 
2002 and promoted little-known Theo Epstein, a then-28 year 
old Yale graduate with a law degree, who became the youngest 
general manager in baseball. Epstein built a team based on 
sabermetrics, and two years later the Red Sox had their first 
World Series championship in 86 years, with two more to follow 
in the next nine years. 
 
Henry has also hired sabermetrics godfather Bill James as a 
senior advisor and Tom Tippett as director of baseball 
information services. Tippett helped create Carmine, the team's 
proprietary baseball information system. Carmine puts 
customized data just a few clicks away, allowing the Red Sox to 
combine various kinds of data and estimate future performance. 
 
Henry and the Sox have shown time and time again that they are 
playing the long game, willing to make unconventional moves 
and suffer through short-term failures for a higher expected 
return. 
 
With Epstein's 2011 departure for the Chicago Cubs, his 
assistant GM Ben Cherington stepped into his shoes as GM and 
kept the Sox rolling in the same direction. For the past two 
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seasons, manager John Farrell has followed suit, giving the team 
a cohesive approach to implementing sabermetrics. 
 
Unlike the A's, whose "Moneyball" strategies were designed to 
overcome payroll limitations, the Red Sox appear to have an 
almost unlimited budget for players. That plus their dedication 
to sabermetric principles makes Boston the leading Big 
Moneyball team. 
  
 
 
 
Chicago 
  
Cubs 
  
 
Owner Tom Ricketts and team president Theo Epstein have 
been busy remaking the Cubs into a Midwestern version of the 
Red Sox. Ricketts hired Epstein away from Boston in 2011, 
giving him the authority to reshape the Cubs' front office. Based 
in part on Epstein's implementation of sabermetrics, the Red 
Sox broke an 86-year World Series title drought in 2004. Cubs 
fans hope Epstein's magic touch has made the trip to Chicago, 
as the Cubs haven't won the World Series since 1908. 
 
In Chicago, Epstein partnered with Bloomberg Sports to create 
a customized baseball info system, grabbed Shiraz Rehman from 
Arizona to help oversee development of the system and signed 
Tom Tango, a leading sabermetrician and co-author of "The 
Book: Playing the Percentages in Baseball," to an exclusive 
contract. This offseason, Epstein swiped Joe Maddon, perhaps 
baseball's most analytically inclined manager, from the Tampa 
Bay Rays. 
 
Epstein's R&D group, led by Chris Moore, a former algorithmic 
trader with a Ph.D. in cognitive neuroscience from Princeton, 
builds its own models. Moore studied machine learning and 
shares his knowledge of predictive modeling with his 
department, which includes a systems architect and three 
analysts, and they are looking to add another developer and 
another analyst. 
 
"We have a mandate to answer any analytical question," Moore 
told ESPN.com about what Ricketts and Epstein expect. So 
while the Cubs aren't quite as far along as the Astros or Rays yet, 
they have the buy-in from the top and the talent they need to 
keep moving in the right direction and quickly. 
  
 
 
 
Cleveland 
  
Indians 
  
 
The Indians earned a reputation for investing heavily in analytics 
in the years following "Moneyball" under Mark Shapiro's 
leadership, and they have shown no signs of deviating from that 
course. Shapiro is now the team president, and his protégé, 
current GM Chris Antonetti, commands a staff with a diverse 
and deep set of skills. 

 
The Indians grabbed one of the best in the business when they 
made Keith Woolner their director of baseball analytics in 2007. 
Woolner has technical degrees from MIT and Stanford, and his 
prior experience includes time with both a database company 
(Oracle) and a statistical software company (SAS) in addition to 
his work as an influential author at Baseball Prospectus. 
 
Unlike some clubs, wherein statistical analysts give something 
akin to expert witness testimony, the Indians have integrated 
analytics into everything they do, so that both technical and non-
technical staff members are up to speed on the metrics the team 
uses. 
 
The Indians have dedicated IT support for their mature baseball 
information system, which frees their analysts to focus on long-
term statistical modeling projects. Assisting Woolner with this 
work are Sky Andrecheck and Max Marchi, both of whom have 
graduate degrees in statistics. Marchi literally wrote the book on 
analyzing baseball data in the increasingly popular programming 
language called R. 
  
 
 
 
Houston 
  
Astros 
  
 
No team has fewer wins than the Astros over the past 10 
seasons, but the team's commitment to analytics is second to 
none. After the 2011 season, GM Jeff Luhnow brought former 
NASA analyst Sig Mejdal with him from the Cardinals, and they 
have put together a unique collection of data scientists, with 
colorful titles to boot: director of decision sciences, medical risk 
manager and analyst, and mathematical modeler. 
 
Not only did the Astros commit a full-time position to medical 
analysis but also they brought in PITCHf/x expert Mike Fast (a 
former engineer) to focus on that data source. 
 
In 2014, their baseball information system - named Ground 
Control -- received a flattering profile in Sports Illustrated. 
Shortly thereafter, Luhnow was calling other GMs to apologize 
after hackers breached Ground Control and leaked months of 
secret trade discussions, which was picked up by Deadspin. 
 
After 2014 top pick Brady Aiken's physical revealed 
abnormalities, they lowered their offer and failed to sign him, 
earning criticism for negotiating ruthlessly and being, well, 
calculating. But a player who saw a benefit from their analysis is 
pitcher Colin McHugh. After being waived by the Rockies in the 
2013 postseason, McHugh adapted what pitches he threw based 
on the Astros' data-driven insights. Mere months later, McHugh 
became a starter for the Astros, and he posted a 2.73 ERA last 
season. 
 
All signs point to the Astros being the mystery team that 
purchased a Cray supercomputer last spring, allowing for fast 
computation of large amounts of data, and they are learning how 
to translate their analytical prowess into realized gains on the 
field. Their use of defensive shifts evolved through back-and-
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forth between the field and front office staff, culminating in the 
Astros deploying the shift more often than any other team in 
baseball last season. Without a doubt, the Astros are all-in. 
  
 
 
 
New York 
  
Yankees 
  
 
The Yankees were known for tumult during much of the George 
Steinbrenner era but have had a remarkably stable front office in 
recent years, with GM Brian Cashman serving since 1998, 
analytics director turned assistant GM Michael Fishman since 
2005 and manager Joe Girardi since 2008. 
 
Cashman has boasted of having 14 analytics staffers in addition 
to Fishman, who consults with Girardi before each series. 
Cashman's public comments -- such as his invocation of Chase 
Headley's muzzle velocities -- reveal the integration of analytical 
information into his decision making. 
 
The current staff includes Scott Benecke, who holds a Ph.D. in 
applied statistics, three other research analysts, four developers 
and several interns. The Yankees' nearly unlimited ability to 
spend on players extends to the front office as well. 
 
Whether the Yankees use sabermetrics consistently enough has 
been questioned, in part because of some huge contracts 
providing minimal return between the lines. It's a fair critique 
when a team that spends like the Yankees misses the playoffs in 
consecutive seasons. At the same time, the Bombers are playing 
a bit of a different game, chasing both star talent at high 
marginal cost and World Series titles, and have posted 22 
consecutive winning seasons and counting while doing so. 
 
As they move into the future, the Yankees appear poised, with 
their large, deep staff, to adapt quickly as new tracking data 
comes to the fore. 
  
 
 
 
Oakland 
  
A's 
  
 
Thanks to "Moneyball" (the book and movie), the world knows 
the A's and their longtime GM, Billy Beane, have made a strong 
top-down commitment to analytics. And since 2011, Beane has 
had the perfect manager in Bob Melvin, a UC-Berkeley grad 
whose intelligence and strong grasp of Beane's analytical 
approach have put sabermetrics into action on the field. 
 
One issue for Oakland over the years has been a brain drain -- 
including the recent loss of Farhan Zaidi to the Dodgers -- 
leaving them with a somewhat less advanced staff than teams 
like the Royals, Yankees, Astros and Cubs. 
 

But with Dan Kantrovitz returning after a stint with the 
Cardinals and having obtained a graduate degree in statistics 
from Harvard, as well as the recent hiring of Andrew Thomas, a 
stats professor at the University of Florida, Beane has begun to 
close that gap. Thomas, who is serving as a consultant, is 
described by long-time Padres analytics director Chris Long as 
being "at the very top tier among analysts." 
 
As one NL executive told ESPN.com, "The A's keep evolving 
and coming up with innovative ways to build their roster on a 
modest budget, most recently with creative platoons, among 
other things, so I wouldn't doubt their ability to continue to do 
so moving forward." 
  
 
 
 
Pittsburgh 
  
Pirates 
  
 
After posting their 15th straight losing season in 2007, the 
Pirates hired Indians exec Neal Huntington as GM. While the 
team didn't win right away, Huntington did change the way the 
Pirates did business, and 2013 and 2014 were the Bucs' two best 
seasons since Barry Bonds prowled left field. 
 
 Huntington vowed to bring sabermetric evaluation to the 
Pirates, and more specifically to integrate "objective and 
subjective analysis." He brought in software architect and former 
Baseball Prospectus writer Dan Fox to oversee the team's 
analytics department. Fox leads a team of three baseball 
operations staffers with strong backgrounds in computer science 
and statistics, and he gets additional support from two dedicated 
IT people and two interns. 
 
The staff includes Mike Fitzgerald, a former Celtics intern and 
MIT football player with a rare combination of skills: He can 
write code and be comfortably embedded in the clubhouse, as a 
Grantland feature detailed. Having a member of the analytics 
group with the team has improved communication, and other 
organizations have followed suit. 
 
"The way that we are integrated is a strength," Fox told 
ESPN.com. As Fox and his staff continue development of the 
Pirates' baseball information system, he says he believes the team 
has the resources to adapt to the next set of challenges that 
player tracking data will bring. 
 
Most important, analytics have a voice in Huntington's decision 
making. "One of the best things about Neal is his inclusiveness," 
Fox adds, "he is always willing to share his thought process and 
listen to ideas." 
  
 
 
 
St. Louis 
  
Cardinals 
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Shortly after "Moneyball" was published in 2003, the Cardinals 
became early adopters of analytics, with new executive Jeff 
Luhnow assembling a team of consultants. Initial success was 
mixed -- manager Tony La Russa reportedly did not appreciate 
some of the analysts' suggestions -- but the sabermetic efforts 
solidified when NASA engineer Sig Mejdal was hired in 2005. 
 
Mejdal and Dan Kantrovitz helped the Cardinals restock their 
big league club through the draft, and the team has a slew of 
playoff appearances and the 2011 World Series championship 
trophy to show for it. But Luhnow and Mejdal left for Houston 
in 2012, and Kantrovitz is now in Oakland. 
 
GM John Mozeliak and assistant GM Mike Girsch have 
replenished their analytics department with Chris Correa, who 
left a Ph.D. program in psychology at Michigan to join the 
Cardinals full time in 2009. Correa works with analysts Dane 
Sorensen and Matt Bayer and a developer to further the Cards' 
sabermetric efforts. 
 
The Cardinals were cited often by our sources as being especially 
adept at blending data and traditional sources of baseball info. 
One industry insider told ESPN.com, "Everyone in the 
Cardinals' organization is analytical," and another marveled at 
their proactive use of analytics in player development. 
  
 
 
 
Tampa Bay 
  
Rays 
  
 
The Rays' success with analytics is well-documented, with the 
most prominent example being Jonah Keri's book "The Extra 
2%: How Wall Street Strategies Took a Major League Baseball 
Team from Worst to First." 
 
Our sabermetric intensity metric, which summarizes how well 
teams use analytics, shows exactly how the Rays did it on the 
field. During the five-year period from 2003 to 2007, Tampa Bay 
ranked second-to-last in sabermetric intensity. By 2008 the 
analytics approach championed by the Stuart Sternberg-Matt 
Silverman-Andrew Friedman owner-president-GM troika started 
paying dividends. 
 
The Rays went from a historically poor defensive efficiency 
rating in 2007 to the league's best in 2008. The dramatic 
improvement propelled the Rays -- whose offense actually 
scored eight fewer runs than the previous season -- all the way to 
the World Series. In the five-year period ending in 2012, the 
Rays had baseball's highest sabermetric intensity rating. 
 
Chaim Bloom is the first former Baseball Prospectus writer to 
become vice president at a major league club. James Click -- who 
like Bloom graduated from Yale and came to the Rays from BP -
- oversees a staff of no less than eight full-time staffers in the 
baseball research and development department. Click's group 
develops the Rays' baseball information system and keeps up 
with cutting-edge research. 
 

This offseason saw Friedman and manager Joe Maddon leave for 
the Dodgers and Cubs, respectively, but with the Rays' first-class 
infrastructure remaining intact and a continued top-down 
commitment to analytics, they should stay near the front of the 
sabermetric pack. 
  
 
 
 
BELIEVERS 
  
 
 
 
Baltimore 
  
Orioles 
  
 
Baltimore has a long history with respect to analytics. In 1964, 
Johns Hopkins engineering professor Earnshaw Cook published 
the innovative book "Percentage Baseball." In subsequent years, 
Orioles manager Earl Weaver and front office executive Eddie 
Epstein were also pioneers in the use of analytics. 
 
That tradition lives on with GM Dan Duquette (for the time 
being), manager Buck Showalter and pitching coordinator Rick 
Peterson, all of whom are respected for their analytical thinking. 
 
Behind the scenes, Duquette is advised on player moves by 
consultant Stephen J.K. Walters, a sports economist at nearby 
Loyola University Maryland. A longtime confidante of Duquette, 
Walters has written several papers on baseball, including an 
analysis of the rate of return on draft picks. Clearly, Duquette 
believes that Walters' proprietary sabermetric methods give him 
a leg up on other GMs. 
 
In the office, Sarah Gelles -- like Duquette a part of the strong 
Amherst College pipeline -- oversees the O's analytics 
department, which reaches into both pro scouting and video 
advance scouting. Gelles built the Orioles' database from 
scratch, and the team has added Kevin Tenenbaum -- a math-
econ major who wrote research papers with Dave Allen at 
Middlebury College -- and Pat DiGregory in the past year. 
 
While the Orioles have the analytics talent and mindset to qualify 
as believers, they need a more coherent, holistic approach and a 
stronger investment to compete with division rivals Tampa Bay, 
Boston and New York. 
  
 
 
 
Kansas City 
  
Royals 
  
 
When Dayton Moore left Atlanta to become K.C.'s GM in 2006, 
it seemed he would bring a Braves-like emphasis on scouting and 
player development to the small-market Royals. As the losing 
continued, the daggers came out. Not helping was manager Ned 
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Yost, whose managerial style flies in the face of analytical 
orthodoxy and inspires some of the Internet's finest vitriol. 
 
A funny thing happened on the way to the dustbin of history -- 
Moore quietly assembled one of the most talented analytics 
departments in baseball, and the Royals nearly won the World 
Series in 2014. 
 
Moore's men might be the best-educated young crew in baseball: 
Mike Groopman (Columbia grad), John Williams (Yale, MIT) 
and Daniel Mack (Notre Dame, Columbia, Vanderbilt) jointly 
share the title of director of baseball analytics. Systems architect 
Guy Stevens co-authored a paper on player forecasting that 
appeared in the "Journal of Quantitative Analysis in Sports" 
while he was still pitching for Pomona. 
 
The machine learning techniques used in Stevens' paper are 
beyond what most club analysts are familiar with. But not Mack, 
as his Ph.D. work focused on machine learning. Mack gives the 
Royals' outfit rigor that most other teams simply don't have, and 
together they have carved out space to work on weighty long-
term projects. In this fast-paced, competitive industry, that kind 
of commitment by an organization takes foresight. 
 
Owner David Glass has been the chairman of MLB Advanced 
Media -- the rapidly growing cash cow that has given us 
PITCHf/x, among other things -- and a willing investor in 
analytics within his front office. The Royals have shown marked 
improvement on the field, becoming leaders in formerly tough-
to-quantify areas. Over the past two years, they've led all of 
baseball in both runs gained via baserunning and defensive runs 
saved, according to FanGraphs, and they've been among the 
most frequent deployers of defensive shifts. 
 
Skepticism about Moore and Yost might persist, but meanwhile 
the Royals are moving toward the head of the class. 
  
 
 
 
Los Angeles 
  
Dodgers 
  
 
At the moment, the Dodgers are the most difficult team to 
assess. They paid a record $35 million for new president Andrew 
Friedman, snatching him from the Tampa Bay Rays. The 
Dodgers also lured Farhan Zaidi from the A's to be general 
manager. Their new president-GM combo -- with Friedman a 
former Bear Stearns analyst and Zaidi a Berkeley economics 
Ph.D. -- has the talent to make the Dodgers the analytics leaders 
in baseball. 
 
But under the current five-headed ownership group and CEO 
Stan Kasten, the Dodgers have not been a strong analytics 
organization. Over the past few years, the Dodgers were nearly a 
bottom-tier team despite canyon-deep pockets. And Dodgers 
fans have seen this play out badly before, when a previous 
ownership regime hired "Moneyball" legend Paul DePodesta as 
GM, then fired him after two seasons. Friedman and Zaidi have 
started hiring, but the group of analysts they've inherited is 
nowhere near the cutting edge. 

 
That said, this rating reflects our expectations that the Dodgers' 
expensive new front office hires send the signal that the Dodgers 
are now believers and are ready to continue investing, with the 
potential to move up into the upper echelon quickly. 
  
 
 
 
New York 
  
Mets 
  
 
Few executives are more universally respected than Sandy 
Alderson, both in the analytics world and in baseball at large. 
Originally a lawyer, he introduced sabermetrics to the Oakland 
front office in the 1980s, mentored Billy Beane in the '90s and 
later served as an executive in the league office. Now he runs the 
Mets. 
 
With no scouting background, Alderson's greatest strength as a 
GM is his objectivity, and with him at the helm, analytical 
information is as likely to be put into practice in Flushing as it is 
anywhere in the game. Alderson's first two moves as Mets GM 
were to bring in former A's executives Paul DePodesta and J.P. 
Ricciardi. Both have been hyped as analysts because of 
"Moneyball," but they're underrated as scouts. 
 
With DePodesta overseeing amateur scouting, and analytically 
minded executives Adam Fisher and Ian Levin directing baseball 
operations and player development, respectively, the Mets have a 
tightly integrated group that shares ideas freely -- both within the 
front office and with the field staff. Manning the keyboards of a 
mature baseball information system are T.J. Barra and developer 
Joe Lefkowitz.  
 
One significant limitation: Though the Mets are a big-market 
club, they have a mid-market payroll and just haven't made the 
investment in highly trained personnel that teams like the Royals 
and Cubs have made in recent years. 
 
(Disclosure: I worked as a statistical analyst for the Mets from 
2004 to 2012.) 
  
 
 
 
San Diego 
  
Padres 
  
 
With respect to analytics, the Padres have been the class of the 
NL West for 10 years. Chris Long, a data scientist with an 
advanced degree in math, started building San Diego's baseball 
information system in 2004. 
 
The Padres' upper management has been largely receptive to 
analytics over the years. For four years, Sandy Alderson, Billy 
Beane's baseball godfather, served as CEO, and "Moneyball" 
hero Paul DePodesta had significant input in the front office 
even while GM Kevin Towers was analytically tolerant at best. 
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All three men left in 2009, with three-year terms following from 
Jed Hoyer and Josh Byrnes, both of whom had been integral 
members of Theo Epstein's Red Sox front office. 
 
New GM and Cornell graduate A.J. Preller is a wild card who 
has made a big splash with a number of transactions in his first 
offseason with the club. Preller has a scouting background and is 
coming from the Rangers, whose relationship with analytics is 
murky. But the early indications are that Preller will be willing to 
listen to what the numbers say. 
 
Long credits assistant GM Josh Stein for buying into analytics, 
particularly on the concept of catcher framing, one of the newer 
sabermetric discoveries. Long told ESPN.com that "the value 
and trust that Stein placed on analytics led directly to the signing 
of Rene Rivera, whose minor league framing numbers were 
outstanding." 
 
Rivera was in turn a piece of the trade that landed Wil Myers in 
San Diego -- one of many bold moves this offseason aimed at 
turning around an offense that was historically unproductive in 
2014. 
  
 
 
 
Toronto 
  
Blue Jays 
  
 
In the epilogue to "Moneyball," the Blue Jays were anointed as 
the direct descendants of Billy Beane's A's, having hired Beane 
protege J.P. Ricciardi as their GM and Keith Law, an alum of 
both Harvard and Baseball Prospectus, as a special adviser. Four 
years later, Ricciardi was the keynote speaker at the inaugural 
MIT Sloan Sports Analytics Conference. 
 
But Ricciardi -- who is revered for his scouting acumen -- never 
embraced sabermetrics to the extent that Beane did. He and Law 
(now an analyst for ESPN.com's Insider) had a falling out 
around the time of Law's departure in 2006, and the Jays fired 
Ricciardi in 2009. 
 
These days the team's analytical operation is run by Joe Sheehan, 
who also has experience in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization. 
 
Last year, the Jays lost assistant GM Jay Sartori -- who had 
overseen Sheehan's development of the Jays' baseball 
information system -- to Apple, but solidified their development 
team by plucking Jason Pare from the Indians. While the 
Sheehan-Pare pair make a formidable combo and current GM 
Alex Anthopoulos has indicated interest in expanding even 
further, the promise of a mid-market, Canadian version of the 
"Moneyball" A's has never been fully realized. 
  
 
 
 
Washington 
  
Nationals 
  

 
Nationals GM Mike Rizzo is a former scout who respects 
analytics and listens to input from his staff. When it comes to 
what the numbers have to say, assistant GM Adam Cromie and 
director of baseball R&D Sam Mondry-Cohen make sure of that. 
 
Cromie came through the UMass sports management pipeline, 
holds a law degree from Georgetown and has worked as a video 
scout at Baseball Info Solutions. Hired by the Nats in 2006, he 
taught himself how to code and began building databases. 
 
Mondry-Cohen came from Penn, where he studied with the 
creators of S.A.F.E., arguably the most advanced defensive 
metric in the public domain. We know these lessons sunk in 
because the Nationals maintain their own defensive metrics and 
WAR. Mondry-Cohen's group, which includes two more 
analysts, scours the public domain for ideas and builds its own 
predictive models. 
 
As the Nats have begun showing love to analytics, the numbers 
are loving them back. The Nationals led the NL in wins last 
season, and going into the 2015 season, Washington has the best 
odds to win the World Series, at 5-1. 
  
 
 
 
ONE FOOT IN 
  
 
 
 
 
 
CHICAGO 
  
WHITE SOX 
  
 
One team that seems to revel in its reputation as stat-agnostic is 
the Chicago White Sox. That stems in part from the style of Sox 
executive VP Kenny Williams, who served as general manager 
from 2000 to 2012 and has expressed his preference for old-
school ways over sabermetrics. On the other hand, Rick Hahn, 
promoted to GM in 2012, takes a friendlier view of analytics. 
 
The man at the center of the White Sox's analytics operation is 
Dan Fabian, who describes himself as a "stathead" and is well-
respected within the industry (but just pretty good at baseball 
trivia). He has overseen the development of the White Sox 
Scouting Portal and has recently brought on Dan Strittmatter, a 
former math major at Notre Dame, to coordinate baseball 
information. 
 
But in contrast to the Cubs across town, led by Theo Epstein 
and new manager Joe Maddon, the White Sox are stuck in 
neutral, with no signs they're doing anything innovative. 
  
 
 
 
Los Angeles 
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Angels 
  
 
Enthusiasm abounds for Angels GM Jerry Dipoto among our 
sources. Former Reds GM Jim Bowden, now an ESPN analyst, 
said: "I see Jerry Dipoto in the line of [Cardinals GM] John 
Mozeliak and [Cubs president] Theo Epstein in terms of really 
getting the proper balance of scouting and analytics. I think he is 
going to grow into one of the top GMs in the game because he 
gets the full picture." 
 
Unfortunately, the Angels had no significant analytical 
infrastructure in place when Dipoto took the job three years ago. 
Justin Hollander, now director of baseball operations, was there, 
but other key contributors have joined the front office only 
recently. Hollander oversees a group of four analysts including 
Jonathan Strangio, formerly with the Mets. Dipoto calls Strangio, 
who played ball at Harvard, "one of the smartest people I've ever 
worked with." (No rebuttals here about my former colleague 
with the Mets.) 
 
As coordinator of advance scouting, Jeremy Zoll furthers the 
MLB trend toward relying on advance scouts who integrate 
video and statistical information and communicate directly with 
the field staff. 
 
While the Angels need time to deepen their application of 
analytics, they are off to a strong start with their current staff and 
the data support they get from a partnership with Bloomberg 
Sports. 
 
The real concerns now are in the owner's suite and the manager's 
office. Both owner Arte Moreno and longtime manager Mike 
Scioscia are traditionalists, and that limits how well the Angels 
integrate analytics, making them a classic "one foot in" team. 
  
 
 
 
Milwaukee 
  
Brewers 
  
 
Despite GM Doug Melvin's background in scouting and old-
school reputation, the Brewers are definitely not in the dark on 
analytics. Melvin calls himself "a big believer in ballpark effects," 
challenges his analytics staffers to bring him useful information, 
and cites their work when they've helped him make a move. 
 
The evidence shows up between the lines, too. The Brewers 
have been aggressive adopters of defensive shifts, and they 
signed catcher Jonathan Lucroy and outfielder Carlos Gomez to 
team-friendly long-term deals before each had a breakout year. 
 
Lucroy, in particular, is an interesting case, as he has proved to 
be a master at pitch framing. According to breakthrough 
research at Baseball Prospectus, the effects of this skill are much 
larger than previously believed, and the Brewers were early to 
realize Lucroy's value -- which some estimates place at nearly the 
same level as Mike Trout's. 
 

All of this does not mean the Brewers live on the cutting edge. 
Melvin and manager Ron Roenicke could hardly be described as 
true believers. While the Brewers have a relatively large analytics 
staff, including two analysts and three programmers, the overall 
approach in Milwaukee appears to be less sophisticated than that 
of the top sabermetric teams. 
  
 
 
 
San Francisco 
  
Giants 
  
 
GM Brian Sabean and manager Bruce Bochy have reputations 
for being old-school baseball types, but it's not accurate to call 
them anti-"Moneyball." 
 
San Francisco has a small, stable front office that doesn't talk 
much about analytics; that's to avoid taking credit from the 
players, CEO Larry Baer told the New York Times. But Sabean 
and others insist the Giants have always incorporated statistical 
information and resultant strategies. 
 
For instance, Bochy utilized the stolen base and sacrifice bunt 
less than any other NL manager in 2014, saying, "I believe in 
going for the bigger inning." And one of the pivotal plays in 
Game 7 of the last World Series went the Giants' way specifically 
because of their use of defensive analytics. 
 
Being so close to Silicon Valley, the Giants have built-in 
advantages that have helped -- they have happily served as a 
guinea pig for Sportvision, whose technology center is in 
Mountain View, California, and therefore had access to 
PITCHf/x and FIELDf/x data before any other team. 
 
OK, the Giants aren't exactly the baseball embodiment of 
Google, but with three World Series titles in five years, who 
cares? 
  
 
 
 
Seattle 
  
Mariners 
  
 
When GM Jack Zduriencik and special assistant Tony Blengino 
blew into Seattle after the 2008 season, there were great 
expectations surrounding the team and their use of analytics. 
 
With Blengino supplying "Trader Jack" with sabermetrics, the 
Mariners traded for Franklin Gutierrez, who gobbled up fly balls 
in record numbers, and the team posted a winning record 
despite being outscored (hint: foreshadowing). 
 
But the Mariners dived in the standings, suffering through four 
straight losing seasons, and in 2013, things got ugly. Blengino 
and manager Eric Wedge were dismissed, and a Seattle Times 
article portrayed a front office in disarray. 
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Some of the most memorable statements about Zduriencik came 
from Blengino (who is now an MLB analyst for ESPN): "Jack 
never has understood one iota about statistical analysis. To this 
day, he evaluates hitters by homers, RBI and batting average and 
pitchers by wins and ERA. Statistical analysis was foreign to him. 
But he knew he needed it to get in the door." 
 
Now baseball operations analyst Wesley Battle and quantitative 
analyst Jesse Smith are running the numbers, and Zduriencik is 
supportive of their work. But among the analytics community, 
Zduriencik's reputation remains tarnished. 
  
 
 
 
Texas 
  
Rangers 
  
 
When a 28-year-old Jon Daniels became the GM of the Rangers 
in 2005, he joined with Thad Levine and A.J. Preller to form an 
exceptionally young front office. Daniels and Preller were 
fraternity brothers at Cornell, and Levine played baseball at 
Haverford. 
 
But being young and being sophisticated with stats are not the 
same thing. Contrary to some of the hype suggesting the 
Rangers were an analytics-oriented team, Daniels himself has 
refuted that the Rangers are heavily into sabermetrics. This 
offseason, he said the Rangers are in the bottom third of 
baseball in resources dedicated to analytics. 
 
That said, the team is making strides. One big step was replacing 
manager Ron Washington -- who was much admired but very 
traditional -- with Jeff Banister, who comes fully invested in the 
analytical approach to advance scouting he embraced while with 
the Pirates. And Todd Slavinsky has stepped in as analytics 
director after developing the Rangers' baseball information 
system for three years. 
 
The Rangers have the beginnings of a stable infrastructure, but 
they need to expand further -- especially toward statistical 
modeling -- in order to keep up with their division rivals. 
  
 
 
 
SKEPTICS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Arizona 
  
Diamondbacks 
  
 
In 2014, Tony La Russa became the Diamondbacks' chief 
baseball officer. When he brought Dave Stewart aboard as GM 
in November, La Russa was asked about analytics, and replied, 

"We'll use it. It stops before the first pitch is thrown. ... It's not 
that we devalue it. We value it when it's used appropriately. We 
do not value its intrusion into the game." 
 
Stewart followed suit, admitting he didn't know much about 
analytics and adding, "We're not going to be an organization 
that's going to [run on] 70 percent metrics. That's not going to 
happen." 
 
These statements and others seemed to put Arizona in the 
"nonbelievers" camp, and that might prove to be an accurate 
description. But taking La Russa at face value, there are clues 
that he and the Diamondbacks won't entirely ignore analytics. 
 
La Russa hired a longtime friend, Ed Lewis, as analytics director 
for Arizona. The retired veterinarian hardly fits the stereotype of 
the analytics wizard, but he has played a role over the decades, as 
far back as 1979, in deepening La Russa's appreciation of 
sabermetrics. 
 
While La Russa subsequently earned a reputation as a critical, 
creative thinker, and is already in the Hall of Fame for his 
managerial success, his vision of baseball doesn't appear to have 
a place for a robust, analytically minded front office. That makes 
him a skeptic in our book. 
  
 
 
 
Atlanta 
  
Braves 
  
 
In 2005, Georgia sportswriter Bill Shanks proffered "Scout's 
Honor: The Bravest Way to Build a Winning Team" as a 
rejoinder to "Moneyball." As Nate Silver wrote, Shanks' book 
lacked real insight, but it did highlight the traditional methods on 
which the Braves had built their long-running success. 
 
Likewise, the fictional 2012 film "Trouble with the Curve" used 
the Braves' front office as the setting for an old-time scout 
played by Clint Eastwood to show the number-crunchers how 
it's done. 
 
Skip ahead to fall 2014, when the Braves fired general manager 
Frank Wren and replaced him with a two-headed monster of 
John Hart as president and John Coppolella, Hart's successor in 
waiting, as assistant GM. Coppolella has earned praise from 
people on both sides of the scouting vs. stats aisle and is seen as 
a star for his ability to seamlessly blend both sources of 
information. 
 
Matt Grabowski, a Princeton operations research grad, was 
promoted to assistant director of scouting and analytics by Hart. 
With Grabowski managing the team's baseball information 
system along with just an intern and a database administrator, 
the Braves' outfit is small but making progress. Grabowski, 
whose work now extends into all facets of baseball operations, 
told ESPN.com, "We have models for the amateur draft that we 
are very happy with." 
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No longer do the Braves fit the bill as the anti-Moneyball 
organization. It remains to be seen how quickly and eagerly the 
Braves will make up for lost time. 
  
 
 
 
Cincinnati 
  
Reds 
  
 
The Reds have made a relatively small investment in analytics. 
Their operation is run by Sam Grossman, a former math major 
at Northwestern with a background in actuarial work who was 
recently promoted to senior director of analytics. Grossman 
oversees development of the Reds' baseball information system, 
builds databases for use in the amateur draft and generally 
infuses the Reds' front office with analytically minded concepts -
- that is, thinking about players in terms of runs, wins and 
dollars. 
 
Grossman's promotion and the hiring of a new developer are a 
start, but overall the Reds remain a front office with a traditional 
composition. 
 
That's because of Walt Jocketty. After losing a power struggle in 
St. Louis with Jeff Luhnow, now the mastermind of the 
Houston Astros' massive foray into analytics, Jocketty brought 
his more old-school approach to Cincinnati, becoming GM in 
2008. 
 
While Jocketty, whose background is in scouting and player 
development, is not entirely antagonistic towards analytics, his 
vision for the constitution of a baseball front office is 
fundamentally different from Luhnow's. 
  
 
 
 
Colorado 
  
Rockies 
  
 
Until October 2014, Dan O'Dowd served as the Rockies' GM 
for 15 years -- the last three of which were spent in a strange 
power-sharing arrangement with Bill Geivett. O'Dowd favored 
traditional baseball methods, stating his views in a 2013 
interview: "I think human analytics are just as important as 
statistical analytics. Hard to measure it because there's no 
statistical formula for that, but really understanding what's inside 
a guy is actually more important than what comes out of a guy." 
 
Geivett, on the other hand, revealed in 2014 that the Rockies 
were computing their own version of WAR. And while both 
men are now gone, indications are that Colorado's use of 
analytics is likely to expand under new GM Jeff Bridich, a 
Harvard alum, and assistant GM Zack Rosenthal. 
 
Rosenthal has overseen the development of the Rockies' baseball 
information system since joining the team in 2006, and he's now 
assisted by Matt Obernauer, Trevor Patch and new hire 

DomenicDi Ricco. The technical contributions here come from 
Patch, who is working toward a master's degree in Predictive 
Analytics at Northwestern. 
 
The Rockies haven't made a name for themselves in analytics 
yet, and their new approach is a work in progress, but the signs 
are promising. 
  
 
 
 
Detroit 
  
Tigers 
  
 
Under legendary manager Jim Leyland, analytical information 
was disregarded and reportedly flowed directly into the garbage 
can. 
 
That attitude changed, at least from the dugout, when 
Dartmouth grad and recently retired catcher of 18 MLB seasons 
Brad Ausmus became the manager after the 2013 season. One of 
Ausmus' initial hires was Matt Martin, the team's defensive 
coordinator. 
 
 Martin isn't a "stat guy" -- he's a former minor league manager 
and coach -- but he and Ausmus are using the statistical 
information curated by statistical analysis coordinator and 
former Swarthmore right-hander Sam Menzin, info that 
Leyland's staff simply ignored. 
 
Otherwise, the Tigers' investment remains very small and 
focused mainly on the advance scouting side. The front office 
decision-makers are consumers of information who, lacking the 
personnel to develop their own system in-house, have signed a 
long-term contract with TruMedia to provide them with a cloud-
based analytics platform. While these recent changes get the 
Tigers in the game, Detroit isn't keeping pace. 
  
 
 
 
Minnesota 
  
Twins 
  
 
When "Moneyball" author Michael Lewis turned his attention to 
baseball, looking for a small-market team on which to focus, he 
approached the Minnesota Twins before deciding to write about 
Billy Beane and the Oakland A's. 
 
Imagine how that would have worked out with GM Terry Ryan: 
"I don't look at stats unless we have a particular interest in a 
player. I believe in people." Or Ron Gardenhire, the Twins' 
manager for 13 years until he was fired in 2014: "Numbers lie a 
lot. I have a hard time believing all that stuff." 
 
Ryan is conversant on sabermetric talking points like batting 
average on balls in play (BABIP), and now says he never makes a 
move without consulting with Jack Goin, his manager of 
baseball research who earned an MBA from the local University 
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of St. Thomas. While the Twins are widely regarded as one of 
the least sabermetrically inclined teams, Goin says the team is 
more middle of the road. 
 
Between the lines, the signals are mixed at best: The Twins 
employed defensive shifts more than the average team in 2014, 
increasing their usage fivefold. But their pitching staff has the 
lowest strikeout percentage over the past four seasons -- and the 
highest ERA (outside of Colorado) -- showing an overemphasis 
on "pitching to contact." 
 
New manager Paul Molitor will bring more openness to 
analytical discussions, but with Ryan keeping sabermetrics at 
arm's length, this crew has a long way to go to catch its division 
rivals in Cleveland and Kansas City. 
  
NONBELIEVERS 
 
Miami 
  
MARLINS 
  
 
The Marlins have a small, tight-knit baseball operations 
department in South Florida that has shown very little interest in 
analytics. 
 
Team president Michael Hill was a two-sport athlete at Harvard, 
but like GM Dan Jennings, is a former player with a background 
in player development and scouting. The job of keeping the 
Marlins aware of analytics trends falls to director of baseball 
operations Dan Noffsinger, a longtime staffer who majored in 
applied math and economics at Harvard. Noffsinger has a good 
reputation but a broader, less technical skill set than the leading 
sabermetricians being hired by other organizations. 
 
In a sign that the Marlins might be ready to change their ways, 
they are looking to hire their first analytics interns this year to get 
their program off the ground. 
  
 
 
 
Philadelphia 
  
Phillies 
  
 
No team was singled out more often by our sources as stubborn 
nonbelievers in analytics. Thanks to Bill James and generations 
of sabermetricians, baseball is further down the analytics road 
than the other major sports -- which means the Phillies are 
further behind than any other team in sports. 
 
In 2010, GM Ruben Amaro boasted, "We don't have an in-
house stats guy, and I kind of feel we never will. We're not a 
statistics-driven organization by any means." 
 
Shortly after, Amaro signed slugging first baseman Ryan Howard 
-- already under contract for the next two years -- to a five-year, 
$125 million extension covering his age 32 through 36 seasons. 
Howard was coming off of his fourth straight monster season 
according to traditional Triple Crown stats, but he didn't rate 

nearly as well in advanced metrics such as WAR in large part 
because of his liability as a defender. Giving that much money 
that far in the future to a large, immobile, power hitter at that 
age left the sabermetrically inclined scratching their heads. 
 
Howard's production and the Phillies' fortunes have suffered in 
the years since, and his onerous contract now has the team in a 
bind. 
 
In 2013, the Phillies hired Scott Freedman as manager of 
baseball analytics, but Amaro downplayed Freedman's 
importance, saying, "I don't know if it's going to change the way 
we do business, necessarily." Although not a programmer, 
Freedman is described as "a talented individual" and a "creative 
thinker" by former supervisors Dan Halem (MLB) and Adam 
Fisher (Mets) respectively. Freedman's ability to pull the Phillies 
into the 21st century will require more support from upper 
management than it appears willing to provide. 

Diamondbacks third round pick Matt Railey suspended 
By Shawn Krest / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
9420/diamondbacks-third-round-pick-matt-railey-suspended 
 
Outfielder Matt Railey, the Diamondbacks' third-round pick in 
the 2014 draft, has been suspended 50 games after testing 
positive for amphetamines.  
 
Railey was drafted out of high school. He hit .267, with two 
home runs and seven RBI in 13 games in the Pioneer League 
after signing with the Diamondbacks. The suspension will be 
effective at the start of the 2015 Pioneer League season in June. 

D'Backs pitcher Daniel Hudson finally healthy for spring 
training 
By Brandon Wise / CBSSports.com 
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/2507
9266/dbacks-pitcher-daniel-hudson-finally-healthy-for-spring-
training 
 
Diamondbacks pitcher Daniel Hudson is heading into spring 
training this year healthy for the first time in three years. He tore 
his ulnar collateral ligament in 2012 and after going through 
Tommy John surgery and rehab, he re-tore the ligament in his 
first rehab start. 
 
"It's nice to not have to go in there and look at the rehab 
schedule for the day to see what you've got," Hudson said. 
"Instead, I just warm up normally with the groups and go out 
and do the normal spring training thing." 
 
Hudson was forced to have a second Tommy John surgery 
before finally getting back on track. 
 
"I don't think I ever will [stop thinking about it]," Hudson said. 
"For the most part, it's always just going to be there in the back 
of my mind. Two surgeries to your arm, so it is what it is. I've 
just tried to tell myself that I can't be scared about it, I can't be 
worried, because whatever is going to happen is going to 
happen." 
 
Diamondbacks manager Chip Hale is happy to have him back 
with the team, but unsure of his role this year. 
 

http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25079420/diamondbacks-third-round-pick-matt-railey-suspended
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25079420/diamondbacks-third-round-pick-matt-railey-suspended
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25079266/dbacks-pitcher-daniel-hudson-finally-healthy-for-spring-training
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25079266/dbacks-pitcher-daniel-hudson-finally-healthy-for-spring-training
http://fantasynews.cbssports.com/fantasybaseball/update/25079266/dbacks-pitcher-daniel-hudson-finally-healthy-for-spring-training
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"He's a special guy on this team," Hale said. "We're going to do 
everything we can to help him be healthy all year. Is it as a 
starter? We don't know. He will be involved in the decision." 

Diamondbacks minor leaguer suspended 
By Craig Calcaterra / NBCSports.com 
http://hardballtalk.nbcsports.com/2015/02/23/diamondbacks-
minor-leaguer-suspended/ 
 
From the blotter: 
 
The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball announced today 
that Arizona Diamondbacks Minor League outfielder Matt 
Railey has received a 50-game suspension without pay after 
testing positive for Amphetamine, a stimulant in violation of the 
Minor League Drug Prevention and Treatment Program. 
  
The suspension of Railey, who is currently on the roster of the 
rookie-level Missoula Osprey of the Pioneer League, will be 
effective at the start of the 2015 Pioneer League season. 
 
Railey was the Dbacks’ third round pick last summer. He has 16 
whole games of rookie ball under his belt. Not the best way to 
kick off a career, friend. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Osprey draws drug suspension 
By The Missoulian 
http://missoulian.com/sports/osprey/former-osprey-draws-
drug-suspension/article_09f66561-0d24-56c5-a5ee-
a4c4572d1d90.html 
 
Matt Railey, the Arizona Diamondbacks' third-round pick in last 
year's draft, was suspended for 50 games Monday after testing 
positive for a banned substance. 
 
The Office of the Commissioner of Baseball said Railey received 
a 50-game suspension without pay after testing positive for an 
amphetamine, a stimulant in violation of the Minor League Drug 
Prevention and Treatment Program. The suspension will be 
effective at the start of the 2015 Pioneer League season in June. 
 
Railey, 19, was the No. 89 overall pick in last summer's draft out 
of North Florida Christian High School in Tallahassee, Florida, 
where he led the school to a state title. Ranked as Arizona's No. 
20 prospect at the end of 2014, Railey appeared in 13 games last 
year, debuting on June 16 with Missoula and hitting .267 with 

two homers, seven RBIs, seven runs scored and a stolen base in 
45 at-bats for the Osprey. 
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 Joba Chamberlain returns to Tigers on 1-year deal 9:10 
am EST (The Associated Press)  

 Rob Manfred says a return to a 154-game season could 
happen one day 8:54 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 This is how non-insane organizations view players 
arriving to camp early 8:30 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 Joba Chamberlain has signed a one-year deal to return 
to the Tigers 7:12 am EST (NBC Sports)  

 California lawmaker seeks to ban chewing tobacco in 
baseball 3:03 am EST (Reuters)  

 Returning Injured SPs 1:18 am EST (Rotoworld)  

 Tillman looks to carry over success as Orioles' ace 
12:38 am EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 
February 23, 2015 

 Drew Storen on entering season as Nationals closer 
role 11:33 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 The Orioles have a deal with infielder Everth Cabrera 
11:02 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Cal Ripken Jr. responds to claims of abuse 11:00 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Does Farrell deserve an extension? 10:28 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 A's spring training Day 4: Working on game awareness 
10:15 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 What it's like to spend a day inside Alex Rodriguez's 
world 10:14 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 Cubs waiting for shot at the next Yoan Moncada 9:58 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Does Moncada signing impact Xander Bogaerts? 9:58 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Phillies GM apologized to Ryan Howard for offseason 
comments 9:55 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Picture of the Day: Madison Bumgarner dresses up as 
Paul Bunyan because he can 9:45 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Orioles poised to sign former All-Star shortstop 9:31 
pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Zach Britton looks forward to big moments as Orioles' 
closer 9:31 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Cubs: Can Kris Bryant make the Opening Day roster? 
9:30 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Giants spring training Day 6: Sabean talks budget, 
catchers, Belt 9:07 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Red Sox 1B Mike Napoli glad offseason is finally over 
8:59 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 White Sox: Chris Sale and Jeff Samardzija's special 
relationship 8:53 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Robin Ventura: White Sox could start with 13 pitchers 
8:40 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  
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 Report: The Yankees were “fuming” at how A-Rod 
handled his early arrival to spring training 8:29 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Matt Williams on how Zimmerman will transition to 
1B this spring 8:25 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid 
Atlantic)  

 White Sox: Erik Johnson has big goals after a 'scenic' 
2014 8:19 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Jerome Williams ready to prove he's here to stay with 
Phillies 8:08 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Spring training warms up players, winter-frazzled fans 
8:02 pm EST (Reuters)  

 Manfred: Cubs haven’t been cleared in Maddon 
tampering case 7:57 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Chase Utley wants to stay with Phillies, but would 
“listen” about a potential trade 7:49 pm EST (NBC 
Sports)  

 Top 5 fantasy baseball prospects for 2015 7:47 pm EST 
(Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Manfred says pace of game rules crucial to luring young 
fans 7:41 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Dodgers' Brett Anderson working on a comeback 7:27 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Abreu faces greater expectations in 2nd White Sox 
season 6:42 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Pawtucket to Providence? It's a good move for PawSox 
6:31 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Cabrera's recovery progressing, opening day still 
uncertain 6:31 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Drew Smyly criticizes the Yoan Moncada deal 6:22 pm 
EST (NBC Sports)  

 A-Rod back early with Yanks, still avoiding PED 
specifics 6:22 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Royals manager Yost: 'Without Madison, we would be 
champions' 6:17 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Dodgers agree to 1-year contract with Dustin 
McGowan 6:10 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Good problem to have: Orioles have 6 SPs for 5 spots 
6:07 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 A-Rod 'ready to go,' reports early to Yankees 6:06 pm 
EST (Reuters)  

 Baseball-A-Rod 'ready to go,' reports early to Yankees 
6:03 pm EST (Reuters)  

 News, notes and observations from Monday in Viera 
5:57 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Jobs available in A's bullpen, and plenty of applicants 
5:56 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Investors purchasing PawSox, moving team to 
Providence 5:55 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Utley wants to stay, but would 'listen' to trade 
possibilities 5:47 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Houston's Castro hoping for offensive bounce back 
5:46 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Healthy Fielder excited to be back on field with 
Rangers 5:44 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Cancer-free Ryan focused on restoring Twins as 
contenders 5:42 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Rangers rework Beltre's deal, eliminate right to void 
2016 5:41 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Gardenhire welcome to work for Twins but will take 
year off 5:36 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 More mature Martinez ready to win Cardinals' rotation 
spot 5:35 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Phillies' Utley comes to spring training with sore ankle 
5:35 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Garrett Richards aiming to recapture dominant form 
5:11 pm EST (Yahoo Sports)  

 Five things about Moncada reportedly signing with Red 
Sox 5:10 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Confident 'A-Rod' reports early to Yankees 4:59 pm 
EST (AFP)  

 Columnist wants to take 190 home runs away from 
Alex Rodriguez 4:52 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Twins have Hughes 'penciled in' as opening day starter 
4:39 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Ryan Howard arrives at Phillies camp happy, but quiet 
4:32 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 Blue Jays catcher Dioner Navarro asks for trade 4:32 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Marlins exec: 'We are poised to become the epicenter 
of baseball' 4:30 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 'Fresh' Jose Abreu feels better prepared to handle long 
season 4:25 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 Cherington: Moncada is 'a very talented young man' 
4:20 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Cain, Hudson make progress in rehab throwing 
programs 4:19 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Reds say Mat Latos' comments 'unfair and inaccurate' 
4:18 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Castillo 'prepared to hit the ground running' for Sox 
4:09 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet New England)  

 Susac making push for Opening Day job with Giants 
4:05 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Bay Area)  

 Diamondbacks minor leaguer suspended 4:00 pm EST 
(NBC Sports)  

 Marlins catcher Saltalamacchia eager for fresh start 3:48 
pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Rangers sign Elliot Johnson 3:45 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Trade, injury talk takes toll on Rockies' Troy Tulowitzki 
3:33 pm EST (The Associated Press)  

 Does not appear Phillies were aggressive on Yoan 
Moncada 3:32 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Philadelphia)  

 One of Orioles' top prospects meshing well in 1st 
spring training 3:31 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid 
Atlantic)  

 Cooper wants Carlos Rodon to focus on good 
changeups 3:27 pm EST (Comcast SportsNet Chicago)  

 The Mets’ unofficial 2015 motto: “Take the damn 
thing” 3:04 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Snider is over the Super Bowl, ready to focus 2:49 pm 
EST (Comcast SportsNet Mid Atlantic)  

 Another lost year: Jurickson Profar undergoes season-
ending shoulder surgery 2:48 pm EST (NBC Sports)  

 Orioles' Jimenez vows to rebound after disappointing 
year 2:45 pm EST (The Associated Press)  
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Tuesday, February 24, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Detroit 
Tigers  

Joba 
Chamberlain  

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Detroit 
Tigers  

Chad Smith  Designated for Assignment 

Monday, February 23, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Los Angeles 
Dodgers  

Dustin 
McGowan  

Signed as Free Agent, ( 
2015)(one-year contract) 

Los Angeles 
Dodgers  

Brandon 
Beachy  

Placed on 60-Day DL, (Recovery 
from right elbow surgery) 

Texas 
Rangers  

Adrian Beltre  

Signed, ( 2016)(restructured one-
year contract extension) 

Texas 
Rangers  

Elliot Johnson  

Signed to a Minor League 
Contract 

Sunday, February 22, 2015 

Team Player Transaction 

Atlanta 
Braves 

Shae Simmons  

Placed on 60-Day DL, (Right 
elbow surgery - out for season) 
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