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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs have options available at leadoff man, but some would be costly 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
It’s anyone’s guess who will lead off for the Cubs next season with three months to go until spring training. 
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The Cubs had three players with 150 or more plate appearances in the leadoff spot in 2018, but none were 
particularly effective. 
 
Of the 49 major-league players who fit that category, Ben Zobrist ranked 27th with a .330 on-base percentage 
from the top spot, while Jon Jay was 31st at .325 and Kyle Schwarber 37th at .312. 
 
The Cubs definitely missed Dexter Fowler, who fled to the Cardinals in 2017 for more money. But it should be 
noted Fowler ranked 39th with a .308 OBP in the leadoff spot in 2017 and eventually was moved down in the order 
for Matt Carpenter, who led the majors with a .418 OBP batting first. 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer said at the GM meetings there’s not one leadoff man on the current roster, which 
means the Cubs will probably will have to go outside the organization to fill the role. 
 
“That’s a scenario we’ll keep looking at,” Hoyer said. “We didn’t have a perfect leadoff guy last year and there’s 
not one clearly on the roster. 
 
“Every team doesn’t have one, but we definitely saw last year that for whatever reasons, some guys (are put in) 
the leadoff spot and it changes their approach on offense. Some guys just don’t like to do it. So that’s an area we’ll 
keep looking at.” 
 
Here are five options they can consider as they prepare to build the 2018 roster. 
 
Re-sign Jay: While he’s not the perfect leadoff man, Jay was a valuable asset in 2017 and worth the one-year 
investment. If Jay doesn’t get a multiyear deal as a free agent, the Cubs certainly could bring him back on a one-
year deal in the same basic role and make him a part-time leadoff man. 
 
Acquire Dee Gordon: This is a long shot, though the Marlins are looking to shed payroll and Gordon is one of their 
veterans expected to be on the trading block. He scored 114 runs last season, including 108 from the leadoff spot, 
third most in the majors. He also stole 60 bases, including 57 from the top spot, second to Billy Hamilton’s 59. 
 
There could be a decent market for Gordon, who’s due $10.5 million, $13 million and $13.5 million over the next 
three seasons, with a $14 million team option in 2021. Of course, he has a PED suspension on his resume, which 
could scare off some teams. 
 
If the Cubs were to acquire Gordon to play second base, they’d probably have to trade Javier Baez or Addison 
Russell to open up second base. Baez obviously would move to short if Russell were dealt. 
 
Acquire Kevin Kiermaier: The 27-year-old Rays center fielder is a Gold Glove winner and perhaps the best defensive 
outfielder in the game. He hit .304 from the top spot in 37 games in 2017, though he missed two months with a 
hairline fracture in his hip. 
 
The Cubs likely would have to include one of their regulars from the core — Baez, Russell or Schwarber — to make 
a deal work. Manger Joe Maddon is high on Kiermaier — and for good reason — as are Cubs executives who know 
his older brother, Dan, a groundskeeper at Wrigley Field. A family reunion makes sense if the Cubs are willing to 
pay the price. 
 
Sign Cameron Maybin: The veteran center fielder is a free agent and could be available at a relatively low cost, like 
Jay last winter. He had a .383 OBP in 2016 with the Tigers but regressed to .318 last season. Maybin was dealt to 
the Angels last winter, waived in August and picked up by the Astros, with whom he earned a World Series ring. It 
would be a low-risk move that could pay dividends, as Jay did. 
 
Try Willson Contreras: The Cubs catcher made two appearances in the leadoff spot in 2017, going 3-for-8 with one 
walk. He had a .407 OBP in the second half and was one of the team’s most productive hitters all season. Contreras 
is not a traditional leadoff hitter, though he definitely provides some energy and posted a .464 OBP and 1.166 OPS 
leading off innings. The risk is that if Contreras struggles leading off, as Schwarber did, the Cubs would be criticized 
for making another unconventional move that could backfire. 
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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs answer Joe Maddon's critics: 'Just the nature of being the manager in Chicago' 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon drew criticism in the National League Championship Series for some of his moves, 
including the fateful decision to go with John Lackey in the ninth inning of Game 2. 
 
Many in the Cubs’ front office wonder why Maddon gets so much heat from fans, especially after what he’s 
accomplished in his three years with the team. 
 
Is it just part of being a manager in Chicago, where baseball is talked about year round? 
 
“I think that’s just the nature of being the manager in Chicago,” general manager Jed Hoyer said Tuesday at the 
GM meetings. 
 
“We’ve won 292 games or something like that the last three years and been to three (League Championship 
Series) and won a World Series. And the manager that’s done that is getting criticized? 
 
“Almost by definition, if he’s getting criticized that means it just comes with the territory, because I think you’d 
probably have to go back a long way in baseball history to have a guy in his first three years with a team having 
that kind of success. … 
 
“I think it’s the nature of being a manager in the postseason. When you’re in the postseason the spotlight is so 
much on managers in general, positive and negative, from hero to goat, from success to criticism, whatever it 
might be.” 
 
Hoyer argued that in the postseason the teams are so evenly matched that a few of the manager’s decisions are 
“upsetting the balance of the game.” 
 
Maddon also was widely criticized in the 2016 postseason for over-extending closer Aroldis Chapman and pulling 
Kyle Hendricks early in Game 7 of the World Series. 
 
“The manager is talked about in a very different way in October than he is the rest of the season,” Hoyer said. “I 
just think the nature of us playing as many postseason games as we have — 36, I think, the last few years — that’s 
36 opportunities for that kind of scrutiny. I think that’s a lot of (the reason). 
 
“Playoff managers are going to get a lot of scrutiny, and Joe has gotten a lot of scrutiny. I think the success kind of 
speaks for itself when it comes to Joe.” 
 
Maddon has two years remaining on his contract, and figures to reap the rewards of his success in Chicago if he 
wants to continue managing. Maddon told the Tribune in September he doesn’t want to leave when his five-year 
deal is over. 
 
“No, I hope not,” he said. “I don’t want to. We’ll see how long everyone wants to stay together, keep the band 
together, and then I don’t even know what the next thing is. 
 
“I know with my age, (it) indicates it should be (his last stop). Hopefully keep it rolling right. You have different 
things you might want to accomplish later in your life, but I’m pleased and fortunate to be where I’m at.” 
 
Maddon will be 65 in 2019, the final year of his deal. Would the Cubs think about an extension in the near future? 
 
Hoyer said it’s too early to discuss that possibility. 
 



 

“Listen, we have a great relationship with him,” he said. “But I think to talk about it publicly … we’d probably keep 
that private if we were talking about it.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Are the Cubs looking to trade Jason Heyward? 'Not at all' 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs aren’t actively shopping Jason Heyward, despite last week’s rumors that had him going to the Giants. 
 
“That whole rumor was out of nowhere with zero base for truth,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “I can’t 
speculate on (rumors). I think Jason has done a great job for us on defense, in the clubhouse, on the bases. He 
hasn’t been offensively where he was before getting to us, but he’ll get there. He’ll keep working hard. There is no 
point in going into hypotheticals. 
 
“I just feel like that rumor went pretty far for something with no basis in truth.” 
 
So the Cubs aren’t looking to trade him? 
 
“Not at all,” Hoyer said. 
 
The Cubs are hoping work with new hitting coach Chili Davis will revive Heyward’s bat, which has been largely 
absent in his first two years in Chicago. His .715 OPS was 25th-worst among players with 450 or more plate 
appearances in ’17, and second worst on the team to Ben Zobrist’s .619. 
 
Heyward, who signed an eight-year $184 million deal before 2016, is due $127.5 million through 2023, plus $20 
million in deferred signing bonus from 2024-’27. He can opt out after 2018, which is highly unlikely. 
 
Leading off 
 
While pitching is the “primary focus,” Hoyer said the Cubs are also looking for a leadoff hitter, after trying several 
players in ’17 following the ill-fated experiment with Kyle Schwarber at the start of the season. 
 
“That scenario we’ll keep looking at,” Hoyer said. “We didn’t have a perfect leadoff guy last year and there’s not 
one clearly on the roster. Every team doesn’t have one, but we definitely saw last year that for whatever reasons, 
some guys (are put in) the leadoff spot and it changes their approach on offense. Some guys just don’t like to do it. 
So that’s an area we’ll keep looking at.” 
 
Central casting 
 
Hoyer said the Cubs aren’t worried about whether the Cardinals or Brewers will splurge in free agency this 
offseason, and are counting on a tight division in 2018. 
 
“I think it’s going to be competitive no matter what,” Hoyer said. “Going back to being in the middle of those Red 
Sox-Yankees fights every offseason, you’ve got to play your off-season, do the things to make your team better. 
 
“You can’t react to what another team does … If you start making moves to react to what another team does, now 
they’re controlling you. Back in those Yankee-Red Sox days, we knew they were going to sign the biggest free 
agent. We knew that was part of what was going to happen, and we just felt like we couldn’t react to that. We had 
to do our thing. And that was good training for this. 
 
“We expect those teams will get better. They may be really aggressive, and we’ll do the things we think will make 
us a good thing.” 
 
-- 



 

 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Ray of hope? Alex Cobb could be key to filling Cubs’ pitching needs 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — The way the Cubs look at filling their pitching needs this winter, the bullpen gaps — including the 
closer — are the least of their worries. 
 
That’s why much of their effort and resources are being earmarked for their pursuit of at least two starting 
pitchers, at least one of whom they can project as a middle-of-the-rotation-or-better piece in the wake of Jake 
Arrieta and John Lackey entering free agency. 
 
The key might be former Rays right-hander Alex Cobb, who looks like the top free-agent fit for the Cubs and who 
seems to agree, considering recent comments he made about the team during an MLB Network Radio interview. 
 
Those close to Cobb say clubhouse chemistry and personal fit, along with the chance to win, are his priorities as he 
sorts through an early list of suitors numbering close to 10 teams. 
 
The Cubs already have his first big-league manager in place and just hired the only big-league pitching coach he has 
known. Plus, sources say the Cubs have had multiple preliminary conversations with Cobb’s agent, none of them 
involving any kind of contract parameters. 
 
‘‘I don’t hide the fact that I have the most respect for [Cubs manager] Joe Maddon and what he did for me coming 
up as a player — not so much as a pitcher on the mound, but as a professional athlete and professional baseball 
player,’’ Cobb said during the radio interview. ‘‘It had to deal with the stresses that come with a big-league 
lifestyle. There’s nobody better in the game to control and deal with people as he is.’’ 
 
Cobb is even tighter with new Cubs pitching coach Jim Hickey. 
 
‘‘He’s not only a good pitching coach but a real close friend of mine,’’ Cobb said. 
 
Cobb, who’s almost 30 months removed from Tommy John surgery, suggested he’s looking for a five-year contract 
as he comes off a career-high 29 starts and 179„ innings in his first full season back. He was 12-10 with a 3.66 ERA 
for a losing Rays team. 
 
The Cubs, who aren’t expected to go after anticipated market-setters Arrieta and Yu Darvish, are looking at almost 
every other option for adding starters who could join Jose Quintana, Jon Lester and Kyle Hendricks in their 
rotation. 
 
They also have talked with the agent for former Cardinals right-hander Lance Lynn, a free agent among the next 
tier of starters, and are looking for potential trade fits, too. 
 
But general manager Jed Hoyer on Tuesday tempered the notion the Cubs are as willing to part with pieces from 
their big-league roster as it might seem. He emphasized how important to the Cubs’ success their depth at several 
positions has been the last three seasons. 
 
‘‘You can’t ignore that,’’ Hoyer said. 
 
Exactly what starters might be available in trades at what prices is also anything but certain, he said. 
 
A successful courtship of Cobb — the 39th-ranked big-league starter in terms of WAR, according to Fangraphs — 
might clarify the means to checking off the rest of the Cubs’ winter wish list. 
 
‘‘We’re going to acquire pitching,’’ Hoyer said. ‘‘It’s about how.’’ 
 
-- 



 

 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Eloy ‘Big Papi’ Jimenez? Let debate begin over who won Quintana trade 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — No one on either side of town is claiming victory four months after the trade in which the White 
Sox sent coveted starter Jose Quintana to the Cubs for four minor-leaguers, including the Cubs’ two top prospects. 
 
But if the sentiments from the teams — especially the Sox — continue at this rate, the debate could rage for years. 
 
At one point Tuesday, Sox general manager Rick Hahn was so enthused about the first impressions of slugging 
prospect Eloy Jimenez that he entertained a question comparing his personality/performance potential to that of 
David Ortiz, who helped lead the Red Sox to three World Series championships in a 10-year span. 
 
‘‘That’s possible,’’ Hahn said. ‘‘I don’t like putting too big a name on guys. Let’s let him be the first Eloy Jimenez 
instead of the next David 
 
Ortiz. That said, if he can match him from a ring standpoint, that’d be a nice standard to emulate going forward.’’  
 
Jimenez, 21, is ranked among the top five prospects in baseball and might have a chance to debut with the Sox in 
2018. 
 
‘‘Eloy, from a personality standpoint, work-ethic standpoint, intelligence standpoint, has surpassed what we had 
seen on paper from what our scouts were able to put together on his background when we acquired him,’’ Hahn 
said. 
 
Hahn said he also has been impressed with 100-mph right-hander Dylan Cease, who has an even better breaking 
ball and is in the Sox’ plans for a future role in the championship rotation they envision. 
 
‘‘Eloy and Dylan were essential to [closing the deal],’’ Hahn said. 
 
The Cubs think they gave up a lot to get the kind of pitcher who figures to be a key part of their rotation. Quintana 
is the sixth-ranked starter in the majors the last three seasons in wins above replacement and is under contract 
control for the next three. 
 
‘‘We don’t make the playoffs last [season] without Quintana,’’ Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said. ‘‘So he was a 
big factor for us, and he’s going to be a big factor for us going forward. 
 
‘‘Pitching is expensive, that’s the bottom line. But we’re thrilled with what Quintana brings to us, both as a person 
and as a pitcher and contractually.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs GM: Criticism of Joe Maddon ‘nature of being manager in Chicago’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. – Joe Maddon took the North Side by storm in 2015, winning 97 games, knocking off the Cardinals 
in the playoffs and being named the National League Manager of the Year in his first year with the Cubs. 
 
Two more deep October runs and a franchise-changing World Series later, he stirs as much criticism as his four 
most recent predecessors combined, for everything from leadoff-man decisions in April and May to bullpen 
decisions in October and November. 
 



 

“I think it’s just the nature of being the manager in Chicago,” general manager Jed Hoyer said Tuesday during the 
general managers meetings, on the day that Arizona’s Torey Lovullo and Minnesota’s Paul Molitor were named 
2017 NL and AL managers of the year. 
 
“We’ve won 292 games in the last three years and been to three NLCS’s and won the World Series, and the 
manager who’s done that is getting criticized,” Hoyer said. “Almost by definition if he’s getting criticized that 
means it just comes with the territory.” 
 
The Cubs’ victories in six postseason rounds the last three years are twice the number of postseason series wins for 
the franchise before that. And the Cubs’ 36 postseason games under his management compare to 31 in the 
previous 69 years. 
 
“When you’re in the postseason, the spotlight is shone so much on managers in general, positive and negative, 
from hero to goat, from success to criticism – whatever it might be – that I just think that’s the nature of the game 
in the postseason,” Hoyer said. “Playoff managers are going to have a lot of scrutiny, and Joe’s had a lot of 
scrutiny, but I think the success kind of speaks for itself when it comes to Joe.” 
 
Hoyer said it’s too early to talk about a contract extension as Maddon enters the fourth season of a five-year, $25 
million deal. 
 
“Listen, we have a great relationship with him,” Hoyer said. “But we would probably keep that private if we were 
talking about it.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs still must fill two coaching vacancies after Blanco goes to Nats 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. – Quality assurance coach Henry Blanco’s departure from the Cubs’ coaching staff to become new 
Nationals manager Dave Martinez’s bullpen coach in Washington became official Tuesday, leaving the Cubs with 
two openings to fill on the staff – even after replacing five coaches already since the end of the season. 
 
The Cubs also had their minor-league pitching coordinator of two years — Jim Brower — hired by the Mariners for 
an assistant coaching position on Seattle’s big-league staff. 
 
The comings and goings of the Cubs’ big-league staff since the end of the season: 
 
New in 2018 
 
Blanco assures the quality of Kris Bryant's celebration after the Cubs' Game 5 divison-series clincher against the 
Nationals last month. 
 
Pitching coach Jim Hickey (from Rays) 
Hitting coach Chili Davis (from Red Sox) 
Assistant hitting coach Andy Haines (promoted) 
Bench coach Brandon Hyde (shift from 1B) 
Third base/IF coach Brian Butterfield (from Red Sox) 
First base coach — vacant 
Quality assurance coach — vacant 
 
Out since 2017 
 
Pitching coach Chris Bosio (fired, then hired by Tigers) 
Hitting coach John Mallee (fired, then hired by Phillies) 
Asst. hitting coach Eric Hinske (left for Angels hitting coach job) 



 

Bench coach Martinez (left for Nationals managing job) 
Third base/IF coach Gary Jones (fired) 
First base coach Hyde (shift to bench) 
Quality assurance coach Blanco (left for Nationals bullpen coach job) 
Note: Blanco also served as the Cubs’ MLB-mandated Spanish-English translator. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Rozner: Why the Cubs should consider trading Jason Heyward 
By Barry Rozner 
 
It became known immediately as "The Heyward Game." 
 
On Sept. 4, 2016, Jason Heyward drove in all 3 runs in a 3-2 Cubs victory over the Giants. 
 
Generally speaking, at least in previous decades, getting tagged as owning a game is such fashion usually involved 
some serious heroics. 
 
Multiple home runs late in a game against a Hall of Fame pitcher is one performance that comes to mind. 
 
But Heyward struggled so mightily in 2016 that he was gifted this particular game, apparently in hopes that it 
might boost his sagging morale. 
 
It did not. 
 
The game, by the way, consisted of 3 RBI singles. There was a flare to left in the fourth, a chopper up the middle in 
the ninth that tied the game with the Giants and sent it to extras, and a bloop to left that barely cleared the 
shortstop and fell in front of the center fielder to win the game in the 13th. 
 
Three soft singles became "The Heyward Game." 
 
That -- along with the very famous rain-delay speech in Game 7 of the World Series -- has been among the 
highlights of Heyward's time in Chicago. 
 
It's the subject no one really wants to broach around Wrigley Field because everyone adores Heyward. He's a great 
teammate, spectacular fielder and one of the best people in the organization. 
 
But the reality is his contract, so far, has been a nightmare. 
 
He took home $15 million in 2016, $21.5 million in 2017 and will get $21.5 million in 2018. There's $20 million in 
2019, $21 million in 2020-21, and $22 million in 2022-23. 
 
There are also $5 million signing bonuses paid on April 1 in four years beginning in 2024. 
 
So it would only make sense if the Cubs have been exploring deals to trade Heyward's bad contract for another 
team's bad contract -- or multiple bad contracts. 
 
Cubs management would be negligent if those guys weren't out shopping for pitching and looking for expensive 
starters and relievers who might bounce back off bad seasons. 
 
This is something they must do. 
 
As for the rumors of a discussion with the Giants about Jeff Samardzija and Mark Melancon, those were quickly 
dismissed, but don't doubt that the Cubs are thinking of ways to get rid of that contract and open up space in the 
outfield for their many young players who need at-bats. 



 

 
But keep in mind that Heyward seems very happy in Chicago and he has full no-trade protection through the 2018 
season. After that, he can block deals to 12 teams in 2019-20. At the end of 2020, Heyward will be a 10-and-5 
player and again will have full no-trade protection. 
 
It means the Cubs are limited in what they might be able to try as long as Heyward wants to be here, and in the 
meantime will continue to try to fix their Gold Glove right fielder's approach at the plate. 
 
"By definition he can improve more than marginally from where he is right now because he's done it in the past," 
Cubs president Theo Epstein said when he met the media after the Cubs were eliminated by the Dodgers. "He was 
a 6-win player four out of six years. That's what we want to get him back to. 
 
"In order to do that, he has to continue to play great defense, continue to run the bases really well, and we have 
the added benefit of everything he does in the clubhouse with his leadership and professionalism. 
 
"But to be that type of player again there needs to be some improvement with the bat. That means driving the ball 
more consistently to all fields, getting on base more and being more of an extra-base threat. 
 
"He's done it before so you're never going to give up that it can come back. This is a guy with a ton of pride and he 
understands that he has contributed to a lot of wins and a World Series title and another successful season. 
 
"But there's more he can do and wants to do. I have no doubt he'll put himself in a situation this winter to try to 
get better. He's a talented player and there's some room for improvement offensively." 
 
It doesn't mean the Cubs won't explore their options. 
 
They simply have to. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hoyer discusses options at GM Meetings 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
Could John Lackey return to the Cubs? General manager Jed Hoyer said Tuesday they'll talk to Lackey, who 
apparently isn't done after 15 seasons and wants to keep pitching. 
 
Speaking to the media at the General Managers Meetings in Orlando, Fla., Hoyer said he hasn't spoken to Lackey, 
39, directly but has heard that the right-hander isn't ready to ride off into the sunset. 
 
"We really liked having him," Hoyer said of Lackey, who went 23-20 with a 3.94 ERA in two seasons with the Cubs. 
"I think he brings an edge to the club. He's been a winner throughout his career. It's certainly something we'll talk 
about." 
 
The Cubs are in need of two starters with both Lackey and Jake Arrieta now free agents. Lackey did lead the 
National League in home runs allowed (36) but went 7-3 with a 3.75 ERA in 14 games in the second half. 
 
The other opening on the Cubs' roster is closer, since Wade Davis also is a free agent. He and his former Royals 
teammate, Greg Holland, are the prime closers available this offseason, and the Cubs wouldn't mind having Davis 
back. 
 
"I think we know the options," Hoyer said. "The only question is how this market is going to play out over weeks 
and months. This is the starting line, and I think we all know that. We're having initial meetings [with agents]. It's 
just a matter of what they're asking for and their desires and figure it out." 
 



 

Besides Davis and Holland, free agents Brandon Morrow, Brandon Kintzler, and Juan Nicasio are other options who 
have experience pitching late in games. 
 
The other area the Cubs need to address is leadoff man. They rotated 11 players in the No. 1 spot, including Ben 
Zobrist, who struggled with injuries and batted .232 in 128 games. 
 
"I think he's going to bounce back well," Hoyer said of Zobrist, 36. "I think it was a trying year for him, physically. 
This guy played in back-to-back World Series, and some of that can take a toll on him. We expect him to work hard 
this winter and bounce back. As we think about our club, he's a huge part of it." 
 
Jon Jay, another free agent, led the Cubs with 51 starts in the No. 1 spot, followed by Zobrist, who started 40 
games there. Could Zobrist be the Cubs' leadoff man in 2018? 
 
"Top, middle, anywhere he's needed," Hoyer said when asked where Zobrist would fit in the lineup. "He was the 
guy protecting [Anthony] Rizzo throughout all of '16 [and batted fourth]. Wherever Joe [Maddon] thinks he's best 
in the lineup, that's where we'll put him." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs targeting Alex Cobb while Theo Epstein says fans ‘absolutely’ should expect a division title next year 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. – Theo Epstein sat in the middle of a hotel suite at the Waldorf Astoria Orlando and pushed back 
against any idea that the Cubs will lower their sights this winter or take a step back in 2018. 
 
“Should fans expect us to win the division next year?” Epstein said. “Absolutely. Absolutely, they should expect 
that.” 
 
The president of baseball operations isn’t conceding anything, even as the Cubs begin laying the groundwork to 
replace 40 percent of their rotation and rebuild the bullpen during this week’s general manager meetings in 
Florida.   
 
The Cubs have already met with Alex Cobb’s agent, creating a dialogue with Danny Horwits of Beverly Hills Sports 
Council when there’s obvious mutual interest in potentially making him the next core player at Wrigley Field.   
 
Cobb trusts Joe Maddon and Jim Hickey – his old manager and pitching coach with the Tampa Bay Rays – and 
wants to be in a winning situation with a good clubhouse vibe. This still might take a four- or five-year 
commitment, even with a guy who underwent Tommy John surgery in 2015 and has never come close to throwing 
200 innings in a single season. 
 
But Epstein is looking at the glass as more than half full, knowing that the rotation should already be 60 percent 
complete for 2018, 2019 and 2020 with Jon Lester, Kyle Hendricks and Jose Quintana. Combined, they have 18 
seasons with at least 30 starts while only Lester, a three-time World Series champion, is on the wrong side of 30. 
 
By Tuesday night, super-agent Scott Boras hadn’t yet done his State of Boras. Corp media scrum in the hotel lobby 
and announced his new Jake Arrieta metaphor, but the sense is the Cubs are at best a safety-net option if the Cy 
Young Award winner lingers too long on the open market this winter.   
 
John Lackey isn’t retiring, but he’s more of a last resort than a realistic option to return to Chicago, given his age 
(39), starter’s ego and bad fit if he had to move to the bullpen.   
 
If the Cubs go for a higher-end pitcher like Cobb, look for them to pick up more of a buy-low starter and create an 
opportunity at the back of their rotation. Think of an under-the-radar name like Miles Mikolas, who pitched parts 
of three seasons for the San Diego Padres and Texas Rangers before moving to Japan and going 31-13 with a 2.18 
ERA across the last three years with the Yomiuri Giants. 



 

 
“Fans should be extremely optimistic about this seven-year run that we’re hopefully on,” Epstein said. “By no 
means do we look at it as a run of three years of contention and then any sort of falloff. But that within a run of 
that length – seven years, hopefully, at least – there are going to be years that pose more challenges than other 
years. 
 
“We’ve known for a long time that 2018 was going to pose unique challenges, because it was the year that Jake 
would be eligible for free agency and it was also the same year that a lot of our best players would enter the 
arbitration process. 
 
“We did look at 2016 and 2017, for example, as posing unique opportunities, because so many of our best players 
were not yet eligible for arbitration. We had Jake under control. We had the first half of Jon Lester’s contract, so 
we wanted to make sure we maximized our club’s chances in those years. Didn’t hold anything back. 
 
“At the same time, right now, the exercise is: How do we maximize the next four years? How do we make sure we 
have as many bites at the apple?” 
 
A foursome that includes Lester, Hendricks, Quintana and Cobb would maintain a high floor in an underwhelming 
division and allow the front office to get aggressive at the trade deadline again. The Cubs should have Anthony 
Rizzo and Kris Bryant in the middle of a lineup that scored 800-plus runs last season, Addison Russell and Javier 
Baez at the center of a defense that played at a historic level during the World Series year and a bullpen that will 
be upgraded with multiple free agents from a strong class of relievers. 
 
“We’re excited about our future,” Epstein said. “We’ve been to three straight (National League Championship 
Series) with this group largely intact. There are always going to be some changes, but the challenges also represent 
opportunities to get better. 
 
“We were far from a perfect team last year. We weren’t a perfect team in 2016, either. There’s tremendous 
opportunity for growth, both with the players that we have and players that we can bring in from outside the 
organization. 
 
“Our goals haven’t changed at all. We know that some years things are going to line up better than others for 
obvious improvement in the offseason or tremendous flexibility. And other years there are going to be more 
obstacles that you have to consider as you operate. But that’s what makes it interesting.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Ex-Cubs prospect Eloy Jimenez is speeding up the timetable on White Sox 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
ORLANDO, Fla. — The White Sox are beginning to understand what the Cubs already knew about Eloy Jimenez, a 
young right-handed power hitter who drew comparisons to Kris Bryant, Miguel Cabrera and Edgar Martinez. 
 
No pressure. But Jimenez reported to big-league camp with the defending World Series champs and thought he 
could leave Arizona with a spot on the Opening Day roster, a sign of his confidence, natural talent and sense of 
belonging. 
 
Jimenez started 2017 with advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach, but he still wound up saving their season by showing 
enough potential that the Cubs could make him the headliner in the blockbuster Jose Quintana trade with the 
White Sox during the All-Star break. 
 
Now one of the most interesting pieces to the White Sox rebuild is in the Dominican Winter League, roughly 1,000 
miles away from the general manager meetings at the Waldorf Astoria Orlando, representing one of the game’s 
strongest farm systems. 
 



 

“The biggest lockbox whenever you make an acquisition,” White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said Tuesday, “is 
what you’re getting from a makeup standpoint. Scouts do a tremendous job digging and getting as much 
background information as they can. 
 
“But until you actually have him on campus and see how he works and goes about his business day in and day out, 
you don’t really know. We had positive reports, (but) I don’t think we fully appreciated the magnetic element of 
Eloy’s personality and how well he plays in the clubhouse and how diligent he is about his work.” 
 
Hahn has seen the video of Jimenez with Gigantes del Cibao, where he’s hitting .365 with four homers, two triples, 
five doubles and 20 RBIs through 17 games. That is building off his first Double-A exposure in August and 
September, when Jimenez put up a .956 OPS in 73 plate appearances. 
 
“Eloy might be forcing our timetable a little bit,” Hahn said. “You obviously have a young kid who’s 21 years old 
and has only been above A-ball for about 20 games. But in a short period of time in Birmingham, he made that 
ballpark look small. 
 
“He’s obviously had a wonderful stay so far in winter ball. We’ll see him in big-league camp. I’m sure he’s going to 
continue to open eyes and impress not just with what the performance is on the field, but his work ethic and how 
he goes about his business, which has been equally as impressive since we got him.” 
 
All this means Jimenez could be coming to the South Side sooner rather than later, right when the Cubs-Sox rivalry 
should be heating up again and Chicago baseball fans will be expecting October baseball at two different Red Line 
stops. 
 
“It’s reasonable to have a development plan that has him in Double-A for the entire year next year,” Hahn said. 
“And if he does well, that’s a very fine year and age appropriate. That said ... the good ones have a way of sort of 
forcing your hand on it. 
 
“What we’ve seen from Eloy in this short period of time that we’ve had him already, he may be forcing our hand a 
little bit.” 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Henry Blanco latest Cubs coach rumored to be leaving town 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs coaching cull continues. 
 
As Davey Martinez's contract with the Washington Nationals was announced, the Washington Post revealed that 
Henry Blanco is expected to be named Martinez's bullpen coach in D.C. 
 
Blanco served as the Cubs' quality control coach the last three years under Joe Maddon (and alongside Martinez).  
 
Blanco — possibly known more fondly to Cubs fans as "Hank White" — played 16 years in the big leagues from 
1997-2013. He donned 11 different uniforms, with his longest stint with one team coming on a four-year run with 
the Cubs from 2005-08. 
 
This is the latest move on the Cubs coaching staff shakeup this winter that has resulted in at least four new hires, 
waving goodbye to six coaches (Chris Bosio, John Mallee, Eric Hinske and Gary Jones plus Martinez and Blanco). 
Brandon Hyde also moved from first-base coach to bench coach under Maddon. 
 
Blanco also served officially as the Cubs' translator on staff as he spoke both English and Spanish. 
 
-- 
 


