
Bauer pleased with first start since August 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- After facing six batters on Friday night, Trevor Bauer walked off the mound to a chorus of cheers from the Progressive Field 

faithful. The ovation was less about the pitcher's performance than it was a response to what the outing could mean for October. 

 

Bauer was activated from the disabled list prior to the Tribe's 7-5 loss to the Red Sox and worked into the second inning in his first start since 

Aug. 11. It was step one in a process of determining whether there is enough time on the schedule to have Bauer positioned to return to the 

rotation for the American League Division Series. 

 

"All things considered," Indians manager Terry Francona said, "I thought that was at the higher end of expectations." 

Without Minor League games available, the AL Central champions had Bauer log an abbreviated appearance against Boston, which featured a 

watered-down lineup in the wake of clinching the AL East the night before in New York. Bauer, who is robotic in his routine, admitted that some 

pre-start jitters interrupted his sleep Thursday night. 

 

"I had a good bit of adrenaline," Bauer said. "Generally, I sleep pretty well the night before a start, so it was kind of cool to be like a little kid 

again and looking forward to the tournament on the weekend, or the big game coming up." 

 

The right-hander logged 34 pitches (17 strikes) over 1 1/3 innings, in which he scattered two singles, issued one walk and had an impressive 

strikeout against slugger J.D. Martinez. 

 

After giving up consecutive singles in the second to Steve Pearce and Brock Holt, Bauer was pulled in favor of lefty Tyler Olson, who escaped 

the jam with a double-play grounder off the bat of Blake Swihart. Bauer then moved out to the bullpen in center field, working through a series 

of pitches -- simulating an additional inning -- to continue to build up his pitch count. 

 

"I walked a guy in the bullpen," Bauer said, "so I threw my last batter out of the stretch. Just typical mind games you play with yourself, trying to 

get in a game situation as much as possible. But the majority of that was just to throw at high intent, so that I build that volume and then, 

hopefully, continue to have the mechanics come back." 

 

On the year, Bauer is 12-6 with a 2.21 ERA in 26 starts, in which he has 215 strikeouts against 57 walks in 167 1/3 innings. According to 

Fangraphs' version of WAR, Bauer entered the night ranked third in the AL with 6.0, even after missing the past six weeks due to a stress 

fracture in his right fibula. That injury was the result of an ill-fated comebacker off the bat of Jose Abreu in Bauer's last start in August. 

 

"He's one of the best pitchers," said Indians rookie Shane Bieber, who worked 4 2/3 innings in relief and allowed six runs. "It's really big for this 

team if he's able to come back and be his normal self, which I'm sure he will. We can do a lot of special things with him in our rotation." 

 

Against the Red Sox, Bauer averaged 93.8 mph on his four-seamer in the first inning and saw that rate drop to 92.8 mph in the second, per 

Statcast™. Entering the game, he had a 94.6 mph average on that fastball this season. Bauer topped out at 95.5 mph against Boston, which 

saw his four-seamer (14), slider (seven), changeup (five), cutter (four), curveball (three) and two-seamer (one). 

 

Prior to Friday's outing, Bauer logged a three-inning simulated outing against hitters on Tuesday, throwing roughly 60 pitches in the workout. If 

everything goes according to plan, the starter will start again this coming Tuesday on the road against the White Sox. Bauer would then be in 

line to potentially work for a third time on Sept. 30 in Kansas City in preparation for the ALDS, which begins Oct. 5. 

 

"Everything's trending in a very positive direction," Bauer said. 

 

As things stand right now, Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco project to be Cleveland's Game 1 and Game 2 starters, respectively, for the 

ALDS, barring anything unexpected. Mike Clevinger figures to be behind them, with either Bieber or Bauer rounding out the rotation. If Bauer is 

cleared for that role, Bieber would likely shift to the bullpen for the playoffs. 

 

Bauer smirked when asked about the fans' ovation after his early exit. 

 

"That's odd," Bauer said. "Usually, if you get an ovation, it's either you did really well or you're on the road and they're cheering that you sucked. 

I didn't really know how to feel about this one, but I'm very thankful for the crowd, that they're happy that I'm back. I appreciate all of their 

support." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Bauer vs. Martinez: Bauer's lone punchout came against Martinez, an AL MVP Award candidate, to open the second inning. The righty started 

with a 93-mph fastball up and away, returned with a curveball low in the zone and finished off the slugger with an 81-mph slider that tailed away 

from Martinez's swing. 

 

"It was a good sequence," Bauer said. "Solid execution on that. It's probably the only at-bat of the night that I really executed really well. But I 

was encouraged with where my command was relative to what I thought it was going to be." 

 

Streak stopper: With one out in the fourth, Josh Donaldson received a 1-2 fastball in the middle of the zone from Sale and crushed it out to left-

center for a solo blast. The home run was Donaldson's second with the Indians, seventh overall on the season and fifth all-time off Sale. The 

blast also snapped a 35-inning scoreless streak and 75-inning homer-free streak by Boston's AL Cy Young contender. 



Yan gone: Sale was charged with two runs in his 3 1/3 innings, with the second run charged to his line courtesy of a two-run homer by Yan 

Gomes in the fourth. The blast off Heath Hembree marked the 15th homer of the year for Cleveland's catcher and gave the Tribe a 3-1 lead at 

the time. Gomes finished a triple shy of the cycle and is now batting .330/.357/.505 in 30 games, dating back to Aug. 1. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Before things got away from the Tribe in the seventh, Francisco Lindor put his defensive skill on display once again. Steve Pearce opened the 

inning by sending a pitch from Bieber bouncing up the middle. Lindor ranged to his left and leaned to glove the roller before it found the outfield 

grass. While on the run, Lindor fired the ball to first base after a swift spin, nabbing Pearce for a highlight-reel out. 

 

SOUND SMART 

Prior to 2017, the last Indians pitcher to log at least 160 innings and post an ERA of 2.25 or lower was Gaylord Perry, who had a 1.92 ERA in 

1972. Kluber (MLB-low 2.25 ERA in 203 2/3 innings) achieved the feat in '17 and now Bauer (2.21 ERA in 167 1/3 innings) has a shot at 

following suit this year. 

 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Mike Clevinger (12-8, 3.06 ERA) is slated to start for the Tribe on Saturday, when the Indians host the Red Sox at 7:10 p.m. ET at 

Progressive Field. Clevinger is 7-3 with a 3.12 ERA in 16 starts at home this season. Boston will counter with righty Rick Porcello (17-7, 4.30 

ERA). 

 

Larry Fitzgerald played role in Donaldson's rehab 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Josh Donaldson was in search of a way to expedite a rehab process that had been frustrating, prolonged and included 

setbacks. Roughly two weeks before the Indians acquired the third baseman from the Blue Jays, Donaldson flew to Minneapolis in search of 

another opinion about his left calf issues. 

 

The mid-August trip was to consult with Dr. Josh Sandell, who is a sports medicine specialist for the NFL's Minnesota Vikings. Sandell came at 

the recommendation of Donaldson's good friend, NFL wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald. Donaldson said he and the soft-tissue specialist discussed 

integrating some different approaches to the third baseman's schedule. 

"Two days after I saw him, that was the first time I was able to start running, and I ran my longest distance while accelerating probably without 

any pain," said Donaldson. 

 

Donaldson was in Friday's lineup for Cleveland as the designated hitter, marking the first of three consecutive games for the third baseman, 

barring anything unexpected. Since activating Donaldson from the disabled list on Sept. 11 -- following the Aug. 31 trade with Toronto -- the 

Indians have been building in off-days in an effort to build his endurance up for everyday work in the playoffs. 

 

There have been some good tests for Donaldson in recent days. In the ninth inning of Wednesday's walk-off win over the White Sox, he legged 

out an infield single on a dribbler in front of the plate. During Tuesday's victory against Chicago, Donaldson hustled from first to home on a 

second-inning double by Melky Cabrera. 

 

So far, Donaldson has passed every physical test presented in workouts and games. 

 

"I've felt great with it," Donaldson said. "The more positive reps that I can continue to gain, the more trust in that I'll continue to have. I haven't 

opened it up 100 percent yet on the basepaths, but I'm sure that'll come with time." 

 

Offensively, Donaldson has had a lot of loud outs since joining the Tribe, but he was just 3-for-18 with one homer in his first seven games for 

his new club, entering Friday's tilt with the Red Sox. He said he feels that his pitch recognition has been strong and his timing is coming along, 

too. Heading into this weekend series, Donaldson had seven hard-hit balls (95-plus mph) out of 14 balls in play with the Indians, per Statcast™. 

 

"It's not easy," said Indians manager Terry Francona, referring to a player finding an offensive rhythm after missing multiple months. "That's 

why we're trying to play him enough, without playing him too much -- so he has the best chance to have the best timing he can have." 

 

Donaldson said he feels close to full strength physically, though, and he credits Sandell for playing a large role in that process. 

 

After initially being sidelined in late May, Donaldson sustained a severe setback while fielding ground balls at Toronto's spring complex in 

Florida. After meeting with Sandell, the third baseman made changes to his diet to aid in the recovery process. Donaldson noted that the doctor 

also used stroke therapy (techniques typically for stroke victims) in helping treat the third baseman's injury. 

 

"He's pretty innovative," Donaldson said. "[He does things] to help guys kind of gain back muscular function and nervous-system function 

throughout the process. ... What he was able to do was kind of re-hardwire my nervous system while using this type of therapy, to where I could 

start moving and running and stuff more freely and more naturally." 

 

The hope now is that Donaldson will only be focusing on the games -- rather than any rehab work -- by the time October arrives. 

 

"It's been very easy for me to kind of come in and fit in," Donaldson said. "And, hopefully, [I can] help this team to accomplish its end goal." 

 

Red Sox 7, Indians 5: Trevor Bauer returns from DL, Shane Bieber roughed up in loss to Red Sox 

By Ryan Lewis Posted Sep 21, 2018 at 10:53 PM 



CLEVELAND — Trevor Bauer returned to the mound with a short outing and Shane Bieber was roughed up in a four-run inning as the Indians 
fell 7-5 to the Boston Red Sox Friday night at Progressive Field. 

Bauer’s first start in more than a month was the main storyline as it relates to the Indians’ bigger picture, and it went off without a hitch. Bauer 
was activated from the 10-day disabled list on Friday after sustaining a stress fracture in his right fibula when he was hit by a ball in August. He 
was only slated to throw a couple of innings, manager Terry Francona said earlier in the week. 

Bauer tossed 34 pitches, registering four outs. He allowed two hits and a walk and struck out one. He will next start against the Chicago White 
Sox on Tuesday, when he is expected to be lengthened out a bit further. 

Tyler Olson finished the second inning, allowing Shane Bieber to come in with a clean inning. Bieber pitched 4 2/3 innings out of the bullpen, 
allowing Bauer to get his work in. But with the Indians leading 4-2 in the seventh, the Red Sox (105-49) knocked Bieber around to retake the 
lead. 

Sam Travis doubled in two runs, Tzu-Wei Lin singled in another and, after Neil Ramirez relieved Bieber, Rafael Devers singled to left to make it 
a four-run seventh, giving the Red Sox a 6-4 lead. 

Travis in the third inning and Devers in the sixth each hit solo home runs off Bieber earlier in the game. It was Travis’ first career home run. 

Red Sox starting pitcher Chris Sale, one of the leading candidates for the American League Cy Young Award along with Bauer, entered 
Friday’s game with the league’s longest scoreless streak (32 innings) and the longest streak without allowing a home run (72 innings). Both of 
those streaks were snapped with one swing in the fourth inning when Sale left a fastball over the middle of the plate and Josh Donaldson belted 
it for a solo home run over the 19-foot wall in left field. 

It was Donaldson’s seventh home run this season and the second since he joined the Indians. 

A few batters later, and after reliever Heath Hembree entered the game, Yan Gomes launched a two-run shot to left field that gave the Indians 
a 3-1 lead. 

Jose Ramirez drove in two runs, one on a sacrifice fly in the fifth and another on a ball that was misplayed by Travis in left field that was ruled a 
double. 

Trailing 6-5, the Indians (85-68) loaded the bases in the eighth but came up empty, as Red Sox reliever Robby Scott retired Michael Brantley 
on a harmless flyout in foul territory down the left-field line. 

Lin added a solo home run off Dan Otero in the ninth, and the Indians couldn’t answer in the bottom half of the inning. 
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Indians notebook: Consultation with Larry Fitzgerald, different style of doctor key to Josh Donaldson’s return to health 

By Ryan Lewis  

CLEVELAND — In a last-ditch effort to try to find relief from his ongoing calf issues, Josh Donaldson turned to one of the premier wide 
receivers in the NFL for help. 

Roughly two weeks before being traded to the Indians, Donaldson consulted with Arizona Cardinals wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald, who 
happens to be a friend of his. Fitzgerald recommended Donaldson to a sports medicine and soft tissues specialist, Dr. Josh Sandell, who is 
based in Minnesota. 

Dr. Sandell used some different techniques than what Donaldson had gone through before, including some used to treat stroke victims, more 
“natural” remedies and a diet change. The targeted area of treatment wasn’t necessarily only the calf itself, but also the mental side. 

“Well, he mixes, kind of, he’s pretty innovative in the fact that he’s starting to use stroke therapy — what they would use for stroke victims — in 
order to help guys kind of gain back muscular function and nervous-system function throughout the process,” Donaldson said. 

After months of frustration, the results came almost immediately, and he again found his stride without sustaining a setback. He finally found 
the progress for which he was searching. 

“He really took me along to that next step to where I could start getting on the field and start moving without pain,” Donaldson said. “Two days 
after I saw [Sandell], that was the first time I was able to start running, and I ran my longest distance while accelerating probably without any 
pain.” 

That consultation with a future Hall-of-Fame wide receiver, following weeks of little progress and a season nearly lost, might have been the key 
that allowed Donaldson to return to the field in time to be seen by scouts and, eventually, traded by the Toronto Blue Jays to the Indians for 
their postseason run. Without it, that deal might have never been possible. 

Ramping up 

Donaldson was in the starting lineup as the designated hitter Friday night and is expected to play third base Saturday and Sunday. It’s another 
milestone in his ongoing rehab process back to full strength, though he’s had plenty of chances recently to test his calf. In the last week, 
Donaldson has scored from first, beat out a dribbler down the line for a single and made a number of plays at third base. 

“I feel great. I’ve felt great with it,” he said. “The more positive reps that I can continue to gain, the more trust in that I’ll continue to have in it. I 
haven’t opened it up 100 percent yet on the basepaths, but I’m sure that’ll come with time.” 

Donaldson has felt comfortable with his swing and the calf on a daily basis. The final benchmark is how he’s able to recover each day. So far, 
he’s passed each test. 

“In baseball, the schedule doesn’t always allow us to do that,” he said. “More importantly, they’ve allowed me to go out and play, have a chance 
to recover, then be able to play. I think the benchmark that I’m looking for is to be able to go out there every day and still be able to come back 
and recover and feel good about it. So far, I’ve been able to do that. 

“Whatever’s been asked of my body, I feel like I’ve been able to accomplish that.” 



As Donaldson builds up volume, he also knows he’ll be aided by the extra off days once the postseason arrives. The Indians will be the No. 3 
seed in the American League, likely playing the Houston Astros in the first round. Game 1 is set for Oct. 5. 

Donaldson, though, hasn’t always been a fan of the postseason schedule because those extra off days allow teams to pitch their best relievers 
more often. Donaldson, who lost to the Indians in the 2016 American League Championship Series as a member of the Blue Jays, said he still 
has some nightmares of Andrew Miller being able to log such a high percentage of high-leverage innings. 

Now that he sees Miller take the mound on a regular basis with the Indians, those memories came rushing back. 

“We were in a game the other day, Miller was coming in the game, and I was down with [manager Terry Francona],” he said, smiling. “I was 
like, ‘You know, I still have flashbacks of Miller punching me out with that slider.’ It’s not pretty.” 
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Trevor Bauer throws 34 pitches for Cleveland Indians in first action off disabled list 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Trevor Bauer warmed up to his usual music, fired his customary running-start warmup pitch to catcher Yan Gomes and 
settled in Friday for his first action in more than a month. 

Everything looked good for Cleveland's All-Star right-hander in his return from the disabled list after suffering a stress fracture in his right leg 
back on Aug. 11. 

Bauer threw 34 pitches before he was removed from the game by manager Terry Francona with one out in the second inning. 

He pitched 1 1/3 innings allowing a walk, two base hits and one strikeout. Bauer reached speeds of 95.5 mph on his four-seam fastball 
according to StatCast, and threw his full array of pitches, recording seven swinging strikes. 

Trevor Bauer threw 34 pitches, 17 strikes and reached 95.5 mph on his four-seam fastball in 1 1/3 innings. He struck out J.D. Martinez to openf 
the second inning. pic.twitter.com/mMShK4ofkA 

-- Joe Noga (@JoeNogaCLE) September 22, 2018 

When he missed, he missed mostly low and out of the strike zone. Bauer walked Boston's Brandon Phillips on a 3-2 fastball away, but Phillips 
was retired for the final out of the first inning when Gomes threw him out at second trying to advance on a pitch in the dirt. 

Bauer started the second inning by striking out Red Sox slugger J.D. Martinez on a slider. Steve Pearce then sent a dribbler up the middle that 
got between Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez for a base hit before Brock Holt rifled a slider into right field, ending Bauer's outing. 

Bauer moved to the Indians bullpen to continue working as the game went on. He threw several pitches while rookie Shane Bieber worked to 
the Red Sox in the third inning, allowing a leadoff home run to rookie Sam Travis for a 1-0 Red Sox lead. 

The next step for Bauer will be another abbreviated start on Tuesday in Chicago where he will be followed out of the bullpen by Carlos 
Carrasco. Francona said if all goes well, Bauer is scheduled to make his final regular season appearance next Sunday in Kansas City. 
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Trevor Bauer isn't ready to give Cleveland Indians a definitive answer, so he gave them a peek 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Trevor Bauer's road back to the starting rotation and the postseason started Friday night with 1 1/3 choppy innings against 
the Red Sox at Progressive Field. 

He didn't allow a run which was good. He topped out at 95 mph and showed a good knuckle curve at 78 mph. Those were good signs as well. 

It wasn't perfect as his 50-50 split between balls and strikes (17 strikes, 17 balls) suggests, but it wasn't supposed to be. Not after being on the 
shelf since Aug. 11 with a stress fracture in his right fibula. 

What the Indians wanted from Bauer was a starting point, something to help them determine if he can make it back in time to start in the ALDS 
or help in the bullpen. 

He didn't give them a definitive answer. What he gave them was a peek. 

"All things consider that was a pretty good first step," said manager Terry Francona. 

Bauer, who had a Cy Young-worthy season percolating before his injury, left in the second inning after singles by Steve Pearce and Brock Holt. 
Then he went to the bullpen behind the center field wall and threw another inning. 

The next test comes Tuesday when Bauer returns to the scene of the crime to face the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. In the seventh 
inning on Aug. 11, Chicago's Jose Abreu sent a liner back to the mound that hit Bauer just above the right ankle and knocked him out of the 
game and put the best season of his career on hold. 

Trevor Bauer made his much anticipated return to the mound for the @Indians tonight. 

"It has been a frustrating 5 1/2 weeks," said Bauer after the Indians lost to Boston, 7-5. 

Bauer said he usually sleeps soundly before a start. He was too excited to sleep Thursday night. 

"I had good bit of adrenaline," said Bauer. "Generally, I sleep pretty well the night before a start. It was kind of cool again to be like a little kid 
and looking forward to the tournament on the weekend or the big game on Saturday." 

Bauer was the first one out of the dugout Friday night as he entrance song, Pursuit of Vikings, by Amon Amarth, shook Progressive Field. In the 
bleachers, mascots Slider, Ketchup, Mustard and Onion, rocked out as they always do for Bauer's starts. 



In 34 pitches - Francona said he was on a pitch count of 35 - Bauer managed to go through his whole catalog. There were 14 four-seam 
fastballs, five change ups, four cutters, three knuckle curves, seven sliders and one two-seam fastballs. 

"I was not surprised," said Francona. 

Bauer said he had no problem letting the ball go. 

"I never really doubted that I would be able to turn it loose," said Bauer. "I'm pretty good mentally at being able to flip that switch. I go through it 
all the time in the offseason. That's part of the benefit of having the offseason program I do -- the velocity training I do. You see a number of the 
radar board and you're like, 'OK, that's not good enough.' And you have to find a way to access the next step the next level." 

Bauer threw a two-inning bullpen session last Saturday, a simulated game Tuesday and started Friday. He said he's felt better each time out. 

"I've seen mechanical improvement all three times," said Bauer. "I've seen my stuff tick up all three times. The feeling in the ankle has been 
better all three times. So, everything is trending in a very positive direction." 

Bauer's best sequence of pitches came against dangerous J.D. Martinez in the second inning. He struck him out on three pitches - a 93 mph 
four-seam fastball, a 78-mph knuckle curve and an 81-mph slider. 

"It's probably the only at bat of the night that I really executed really well," said Bauer. "But like I said, I was encouraged with where my 
command was relative to what I thought it was going to be." 

If Bauer makes it all the way back, he'll knock rookie Shane Bieber out of the rotation for the ALDS. That will make Bieber a reliever and he 
came out of the bullpen for the first time Friday night. He was OK for four innings, but Boston caught him the third time through the lineup in the 
sixth inning. They sent 10 men to the player and scored four runs on six hits. 

Bieber is 10-5 but has had trouble getting through lineups for the third time. 

"I think I've been letting things snowball on me a little bit," said Bieber. "I think I just need to focus a little bit more when I give up a leadoff base 
hit or whatever it be. I just need to keep trying to execute pitches and pitching with a purpose." 

As for the possibility of Bauer's return, Bieber said, "He's one of the best there is. If he's able to come back and be his normal self, which I'm 
sure he will, I think we can do a lot of special things with him in our rotation." 
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Trevor Bauer returns, but Cleveland Indians get knocked around by Boston Red Sox in 7-5 loss 

By Paul Hoynes,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Trevor Bauer made his first start in six weeks. Shane Bieber looked shaky in his first taste of relief and Josh Donaldson 
and Yan Gomes left a couple of dents in the left field bleachers on a windy Friday night that felt like October. 

The Red Sox were in town, fresh off of their AL East-clinching victory over the Yankees on Thursday night in the Bronx. Manager Alex Cora 
went with his "night after' lineup, but the names didn't matter to Bauer, all he wanted to do was pitch. 

Bauer, pitching for the first time since suffering a stress fracture of his right fibula on Aug. 11, wasn't around for the Tribe's 7-5 loss, but he 
wasn't supposed to be. This was a test run to see if he can make it back in time for the postseason. 

He came off the disabled list and went 1 1/3 scoreless innings, allowing two hits and one walk. His command wasn't great with 50 percent of his 
34 pitches going for balls. But he threw all his pitches, topping out at 95 mph and throwing a couple of knuckle curves at 78 mph. Then he went 
to the bullpen and threw some more. 

"All things considered, I thought that was at the high end of expectations," said manager Terry Francona. "He had pretty good velocity. He didn't 
command like he will. But I thought he looked pretty damn good. More importantly, I think he felt pretty good." 

Bauer's next start will be Tuesday against the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. The regular season ends on Aug. 30 so time is off the 
essence. The Indians have to decide if Bauer will get a start in the ALDS, work out of the bullpen or sit out the first round. 

"It felt great to be out there competing again," said Bauer. "I missed that, for sure. It's been a frustrating 5 1/2 weeks for me. It's definitely nice to 
get back in that game situation, that familiar setting, and have something on the line. 

"Especially, jumping back in against a team like the Red Sox. They're the best team in baseball this year." 

Friday's win improved Boston's record to 105-49. 

After Tyler Olson relieved Bauer in the second and threw a double-play ball to Blake Swihart, Bieber started the third. It was the Bieber's first 
relief appearance and Sam Travis greeted him with his first big-league homer to give Boston a 1-0 lead. 

Bieber recovered quickly and didn't allow another run until Rafael Devers homered with two out in the sixth. By that time the Indians were 
leading, 4-2. But Bieber and the lead did not make it through the seventh as Boston scored four times on six hits. Bieber (10-5, 4.80) allowed 
six runs on eight hits in 4 2/3 innings. 

Travis, who stung Bieber with a homer in the fourth, hurt him again in the seventh with a two-run double to tie the score, 4-4. 

Besides having to make a decision on Bauer, the Indians are trying to figure out if Bieber can help them out of the pen in October. 

Boston left-hander Chris Sale, like Bauer, was working on a short leash for his third straight start. Donaldson made it shorter in the fourth with a 
homer into left field bleachers on a 1-2 pitch. It was Donaldson's second homer since the Indians acquired him on Aug. 31 and his seventh for 
the season. 

It was the fifth homer in his career against the hard-throwing Sale. When Yandy Diaz followed with a single, Sale was done for the night after 3 
1/3 innings and seven strikeouts. 



Heath Hembree relieved and Gomes made it 3-1 when he skied a first-pitch homer into the left field bleachers. Statcast clocked the hang time 
on the Gomes' 15th homer at 6.3 seconds. 

The Indians stretched the lead to 4-1 on a sacrifice fly by Jose Ramirez in the fifth, but they could not stop Boston. Ramirez cut Boston's lead to 
6-5 on a wind-blown double in the seventh that scored Michael Brantley from first, but Tzu-Wei Lin homered in the ninth to give Boston an 
insurance run. 

Craig Kimbrel, the eighth Red Sox reliever to pitch in the game, worked the ninth for his 42nd save. 

What it means 

The Indians have lost their last three games to the Red Sox by a combined score of 24-9. 

On another front, Houston clinched a playoff spot with a win over the Angels on Friday. Their magic number to clinch the AL West, and host the 
Indians in the ALDS, is six over Oakland. 

The pitches 

Bauer threw 34 pitches, 17 (50 percent) for strikes. Sale threw 73 pitches, 48 (66 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Red Sox and Indians drew 27,892 fans to Progressive Field on Friday night. First pitch was at 7:11 p.m. with a temperature of 78 degrees. 

Finally 

Indians right-hander Mike Clevinger (12-8, 3.06) will face the Red Sox and Rick Porcello (17-7, 4.30) on Saturday at 7:10 p.m. SportsTime 
Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 

Clevinger needs four strikeouts to reach 200 and give the Indians four pitchers with 200 or more strikeouts in the same season. That has never 
happened in big-league history. 
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Ready for October: What roles will rookies Shane Bieber, Adam Plutko have on Indians playoff roster? 

By Joe Noga,  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Rookie pitchers Shane Bieber and Adam Plutko have made significant contributions to the Cleveland Indians' starting 
rotation during the regular season, but with the playoffs fast approaching, their roles with the club remain uncertain. 

Cleveland Indians vs. Chicago White Sox - September 19, 2018Are the Indians Ready for October?Chuck Crow, The Plain Dealer  

One or both of them could end up in the Tribe's bullpen for the American League Division Series, or depending on how things go with Trevor 
Bauer's return, a postseason start could be in the cards. 

In 18 regular-season starts, Bieber has 10 wins and a 4.50 ERA with 108 strikeouts and 19 walks. Plutko has a 4-5 record in 15 appearances 
(11 starts) with a save and 57 strikeouts.  

Here's what we know: last season the Indians carried 11 pitchers on the ALDS roster against New York, favoring starters Mike Clevinger, 
Danny Salazar and Josh Tomlin over middle-relievers Dan Otero, Nick Goody and Zach McAllister. 

Francona tried to maximize the 25-man roster by using Salazar and Clevinger in relief roles, but neither was particularly effective. Tomlin 
worked three scoreless innings, and even picked up a win in Game 2. 

"We didn't try to overcomplicate it," Francona said when he announced the roster. "The main reason is trying to turn a 25-man roster into 27 by 
having some of your starters available in the bullpen if need be." 

So what does that mean for Bieber and Plutko? Both now have experience in coming out of the bullpen after Bieber did so for the first time 
Friday against Boston, but a lot will depend on whether Francona decides to go with 11 pitchers or 12. 

The most likely scenario is that Bieber goes to the bullpen and Plutko is the odd man out. Think of Friday's appearance as a trial run for those 
long October games that often consume a bullpen if the starter falters early. 

Bieber's command of the strike zone, low walk rate and ability to stay composed would appear to make him a good fit. Francona would not be 
surprised if a few relief outings caused an increase in velocity. 

"It wouldn't shock me," Francona said. "You look at some guys, and you think, 'Man, you give him a couple innings in the bullpen and their 
fastball is going to play up.' He's one of them. It wouldn't shock me one bit." 

Francona said Bieber would "most likely" make one more start before the end of the regular season, but he reserved the right to change his 
mind based on what is best for Bieber. He said a possible move to the bullpen shouldn't be viewed as a negative for the rookie.   

"We think that he's not being relegated to the bullpen," Francona said. "He'd be going there to help us win."   

Meanwhile, the rookie remains excited about the possibility of making Cleveland's playoff roster after starting the season in Double-A Akron. 

"I hope I can help this team go deep in the postseason and make an impact in a positive way," he said. "I'm not sure what role it will be, but I'm 
really excited for the opportunity to keep competing." 
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Q&A: Josh Donaldson on acclimating to Cleveland, in-game tests and Larry Fitzgerald‘s role in the rehab process 

 



Indians third baseman Josh Donaldson was in Friday’s lineup as the designated hitter against the Red Sox. If all goes according to plan, it will 

mark the first of three straight games for the third baseman, representing another box checked in his comeback. 

 

Prior to the Friday’s game, Donaldson discussed his rehab process and progress with reporters. Here are the highlights. 

 

Q: Is it good to finally feel like you’re moving beyond the “Spring Training” phase of your comeback? 

 

JD: “That’s huge, not just for my body and stuff like that but it’s huge for timing and just staying in the game. It’s important to be able to do that, 

especially coming down the stretch here.” 

 

Q: You’ve had a few chances to really test out your calf and had no issues — going first to home, legging out an infield hit. How important has it 

been to have those in-game tests? 

 

JD: “I feel great. I’ve felt great with it. The more positive reps that I can continue to gain, the more trust in that I’ll continue to have. I haven’t 

opened it up 100 percent yet on the basepaths, but I’m sure that’ll come with time.” 

 

Q: What was the most important part of the rehab process for you? 

 

JD: “Eventually, I started flying, kind of started getting some information from a good friend of mine, Larry Fitzgerald.” 

 

Q: The wide receiver? 

 

JD: “Yeah. [He] got me in contact with one of his soft-tissue guys who’s out of Minnesota. His name is Dr. Josh Sandell. He really took me 

along to that next step to where I could start getting on the field and start moving without pain. There was a while, initially, when I first went on 

the DL, I thought it would be very minor, and then I ended up going and doing some rehab down in Florida and I ended up having a pretty 

significant injury to my calf while I was doing a rehab assignment. So, to continue to go out there now without pain, to be able to move and to 

move freely, it’s a huge step in the right direction for me. And to continue to do that on an everyday basis is important.” 

 

Q: Did he have a unique approach to the situation? 

 

JD: “Yeah, he does some unique things.” 

 

Q: Changing your diet? 

 

JD: “I have. I’ve made some diet changes and that’s definitely helped in the process of recovery. There was a lot of things that i did, we could 

be here for an hour.” 

 

(laughter) 

 

JD: “He mixes, kind of, he’s pretty innovative in the fact that he’s starting to use stroke therapy — what they would use for stroke victims — in 

order to help guys kind of gain back muscular function and nervous-system function throughout the process. Because, a lot of things, I’ve really 

learned about, just kind of having some injuries, especially to my calf, as athletes we compensate off, and especially when you’re hurting, which 

kind of can lead to some other types of issues. 

 

“What he was able to do was kind of re-hardwire my nervous system while using this type of therapy to where I could start moving and running 

and stuff more freely and more naturally.” 

 

Q: When did you consult with this doctor? 

 

JD: “It was probably about two weeks before I got traded. And so, two days after I saw him, that was the first time I was able to start running, 

and I ran my longest distance while accelerating probably without any pain.” 

 

Q: It goes without saying, but how frustrating were the weeks and months prior to that step? 

 

JD: “Yeah, it was very frustrating, because my body is what allows me to go out and play. And anytime my body was not allowing me to do 

ultimately, A, my job, and the bigger part is it’s what I love to do, is to go out there and compete and play the game. It can be very frustrating, 

especially re-injuring it in a rehab setting.” 

 

Q: How have you felt hitting-wise lately? 

 

JD: “I’ve felt better. I haven’t had much of the results to look for, but I feel like I’ve hit some balls hard. As long as my approach and how I’m 

seeing the ball — my pitch recognition — is up to par, and I’m hitting the ball solid, there’s not much more I can ask for from that. And the ball, the 

more consistent I can do that, the more success that I’ll have.” 

 

Q: You’ve had some hard-hit outs to the warning track. Go figure that a dribbler in front of the plate leads to a hit… 

 

JD: “That’s why this game will drive you crazy. This game’s not fair by any measure, but I’m obviously a fan of torture, because my two favorite 

things are baseball and gold. So, I enjoy torturing myself apparently.” 



Q: A lot of guys who come over here via trade or signing say they don’t feel new for very long. Has that been the case for you? 

 

JD: “The guys have been great. The guys have been great. They’ve been very accommodating and helped me kind of get used to everything 

around here. I think what you have is you have a lot of players in here that, A, want to win and, B, that are good people in general. So, it’s been 

very easy for me to kind of come in and fit in and, hopefully, [I can] help this team to accomplish its end goal, which is to have success and win 

games.” 

 

Q: When you missed a prolonged period of time, is timing the hardest thing to regain? 

 

JD: “No, my timing and stuff’s been feeling pretty good. It’s more, partly, about being able to go out there and play every day. And the more 

consistent at-bats that I have, the more consistent I’ll be at the plate.” 

 

Q: Is there something that will let you know you’re at 100 percent again? 

 

JD: “I feel good. I mean, obviously, there’s some things in the game where I haven’t probably taken it to top gear yet. I haven’t necessarily had 

to yet at this point.” 

 

Q: So, is there a benchmark you’re looking for to give you that type of feedback, to let you know you can go all-out? 

 

JD: “Honestly, I felt like throughout this last rehab, whenever I came over here to Cleveland, they really kind of helped me. The biggest part for 

us now is being able to recover. In baseball, the schedule doesn’t always allow us to do that. More importantly, they’ve allowed me to go out 

and play, have a chance to recover, then be able to play. I think the benchmark that I’m looking for is to be able to go out there every day and 

still be able to come back and recover and feel good about it. So far, I’ve been able to do that. Whatever’s been asked of my body, I feel like 

I’ve been able to accomplish that. It’s just kind of continuing to do that on an everyday basis.” 

 

Q: How much do you think it’ll help that postseason has built-in off-days or extended periods off? 

 

JD: “I’ve never really been a big fan of it, as a player who’s been in the playoffs, where there’s so much time. You allow all these pitchers to 

come back like Andrew Miller did to us in 2016, and pitch every day. I was never a big fan of that, but now it’s definitely going to help me in this 

situation, for sure.” 

 

Q: Do you feel different now that Miller’s on your team? 

 

JD: (laughs) “Yeah. We were in a game the other day, Miller was coming in the game, and I was down with Tito. I was like, ‘You know, I still 

have flashbacks of Miller punching me out with that slider.’ It’s not pretty.” 

 

Indians bring top prospects to Classic Park for Fall Develop… 

By David S. Glasier dglasier@news-herald.com @nhglasier on Twitter 

Mitch Longo will get a return engagement at Classic Park as an invitee to the Cleveland Indians Fall Development Program. 

 

The program is scheduled for Sept. 21, 22 and 23 at the home of the Lake County Captains, a full-season Single-A affiliate of the Indians. 

 

Longo, the former Mayfield High School and Ohio University standout, is one of 24 minor-league players who'll participate in on-field and off-

field activities geared to accelerate the development of highly-regarded prospects. 

 

Selected by the Indians in the 14th round of the June 2016 draft, Longo is coming off an upbeat season with the advanced Single-A Lynchburg 

(Va.) Hillcats. 

 

In 119 games, the left-handed batting and throwing outfielder hit .275 with eight home runs and 52 RBI. 

 

Other position players scheduled to participate are Bobby Bradley, Andrew Calica, Yu-Cheng Chang, Ernie Clement, Sam Haggerty, Nolan 

Jones, Connor Marabell, Oscar Mercado and Daniel Salters. 

Pitchers scheduled to participate are Cody Anderson, Shao-Ching Chiang, Aaron Civale, Kyle Dowdy, Jonathan Edwards, Justin Garza, Sam 

Hentges, Rob Kaminsky, James Karinchak, Henry Martinez, Triston McKenzie, Nick Sandlin, Dalbert Siri and Cole Sulder. 

 

Anderson, a 28-year-old right-hander, spent the 2012 season in Lake County. He got to the big leagues with the Indians in June 2015 and is 9-

8 with a 4.40 ERA in parts of two seasons. He had elbow surgery in March 2017 and has been on the comeback trail since then. 

 

Red Sox tie team record with 105th win; Indians' Bauer back 

By Steve Herrick Associated Press 8 hrs ago Comments 

The Boston Red Sox went 86 years between World Series titles, and are now on the cusp of eclipsing an even older milestone. 

 

Sam Travis and Tzu-Wei Lin hit their first major league home runs and the Red Sox tied a team record more than a century old with their 105th 

win, beating the Indians 7-5 Friday night. 

 

The AL East champion Red Sox (105-49), playing without several of their regulars, matched the club mark set in 1912. 

 

 



"It was great, to have all the guys even the ones that didn't play at the top step, it was like a regular game," Boston manager Alex Cora said. "It 

was a fun game overall, good energy. It was a long night, we got here late and for them to come here and play was fun." 

 

Boston's magic number to have home-field advantage throughout the postseason was also reduced to one. 

 

Trevor Bauer took a step toward being in Cleveland's postseason rotation, pitching 1 1/3 scoreless innings in his first appearance since 

breaking his right leg on Aug. 11. He was 12-6 with a 2.22 ERA when was struck on the lower leg by a line drive hit by Jose Abreu of the 

Chicago White Sox. 

 

"It's been a frustrating five and a half weeks for me not being able to be out there," Bauer said. "It's definitely nice to get back in a game 

situation, especially jumping back in against a team like the Red Sox. They've been the best team in baseball this year." 

 

Boston ace Chris Sale, being eased back into the rotation after recent shoulder trouble, struck out seven in 3 1/3 innings. He allowed two runs 

in his third start back from the disabled list. 

 

"That's a good offensive team so that's a good test," Cora said. "He's feeling fine so we will see how he reacts feeling the next few days." 

 

Cora said Sale will start against Baltimore on Wednesday. 

 

Josh Donaldson homered off Sale in the fourth, ending the lefty's 35-inning consecutive scoreless streak. It was the first homer off Sale in 75 

innings. 

 

Donaldson was acquired from Toronto on Aug. 31 after missing three months with a calf injury. His homer on a 1-2 pitch landed in the left field 

bleachers and was his second with the Indians and seventh of the season. 

 

The Red Sox used nine pitchers against the AL Central champion Indians. Matt Barnes (6-3) pitched a scoreless sixth and Craig Kimbrel 

worked the ninth for his 42nd save. 

 

Mookie Betts, Xander Bogaerts, Andrew Benintendi and Jackie Bradley Jr. were out of Boston's lineup. Rafael Devers homered and Travis, 

who had three RBIs, for the Red Sox, who used a four-run seventh to erase a 4-2 deficit. 

 

Shane Bieber (10-5) allowed six runs in 4 2/3 innings. 

 

Bauer allowed two hits, walked one and struck out J.D. Martinez, the major league RBIs leader. He threw 34 pitches — 17 strikes — and was 

pulled after allowing one-out singles to Steve Pearce and Brock Holt in the second. 

 

Bauer is scheduled to start Tuesday against the White Sox and will pitch in Kansas City next weekend. 

 

"The health, the feeling in the ankle, has been better," Bauer said. "So everything's trending in a very positive direction." 

 

BIG MOMENT 

Left-hander Robby Scott retired Michael Brantley on a foul out to left with the bases loaded to end the eighth. Cora decided to intentionally walk 

Francisco Lindor to set up the situation. 

 

"We don't walk too many people, but I'm not going to let him (Lindor) beat me there," Cora said. "I'd rather walk him and take a chance with 

Brantley with that matchup." 

 

IMPROVED SWING 

 

Donaldson was the DH on Friday and will play third base Saturday and Sunday. He's batting .217 (5 for 23) with Cleveland, but is feeling 

comfortable at the plate. 

 

"I haven't had much of the results, but I've hit some balls hard," Donaldson said. "As long my approach and how I'm seeing the ball, my pitch 

recognition, is up to par, and I'm hitting the ball solid, there's not much more I can ask for." 

 

Donaldson says Arizona Cardinals receiver Larry Fitzgerald put him in touch with a doctor who specializes in soft tissue injuries during his 

rehab that helped the recovery process. 

 

MAKING PROGRESS 

Devers hit his 18th home run and has had two hits in each of the last two games. 

 

"He's good," Cora said. "He's putting in good swings. You can see there's a lot of confidence in him." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Red Sox: INF Eduardo Nunez (left hamstring) is expected to miss the series. He was injured beating out an infield hit Wednesday. 

 

UP NEXT 



RHP Rick Porcello (17-7, 4.30 ERA), the team leader in wins, starts Saturday for Boston. RHP Mike Clevinger (12-8, 3.06 ERA) starts against 

the Red Sox for the first time this season. 

 

Red Sox notebook: Alex Cora enjoyed watching the team’s celebration 

Michael Silverman, Red Sox Notebook Saturday, September 22, 2018 

CLEVELAND — Plenty of coffee was on hand in the visitors clubhouse for the bleary-eyed Red Sox the day after their late-night clinch and 
celebration of the AL East in New York the night before. 

Lots of smiles, too, especially from a relieved looking manager Alex Cora, who is overseeing a special season in his very first year. 

Cora did not sound anything like it was any standard win. 

“My daughter, she face-timed with Mookie (Betts) and her reaction was amazing. It was 11:30 at night so she needed to go to bed, but it was 
fun, it was fun,” said Cora before last night’s game against the Indians. “Talking to my mom, (brother) Joey called me today, that was cool.” 

Cora watched the Red Sox clinch on the field from the sidelines. 

“I was watching and it’s like — I’m not old, I’m 42 — but the proud father, you know?” said Cora. “Just looking from afar at their reactions. 
Seeing David (Price) acknowledging the fans. That was cool to see. He actually kind of like applauded them, the fans that we had. It was a 
special night. Full circle. I still remember walking into that (Red Sox hotel) suite (in New York during the NLCS last year) with all those baseball 
guys and in the beginning I was a little bit intimidated but at the end I was like, yeah, I felt very comfortable. To be able to do it in New York, it 
was very special.” 

Cora spoke with Arizona general manager Mike Hazen, who interviewed Cora before the 2017 season but gave the job to Torey Lovullo. 

“After the Diamondbacks interview, he told me, ‘Hey, man. Get to the field and it’s going to happen,’ “ said Cora. “I joked with him, too. I told 

him, ‘You thought I was going to gain experience from San Juan to Arizona?’ But, he told me that, so I called him. I talked to him a little bit.” 

He also spoke with Texas GM Jon Daniels, who fired his manager, Jeff Bannister, yesterday. Daniels was the first GM to interview and “kind of 
open the door,” said Cora. “This is a process. Sometimes it’s a frustrating one as far as the interviews and all of that. There’s some of them that 
you feel that they’re not real interviews. But you’ve got to go through the process. We’ve lived it throughout the family. I know how it works. But 
he was the first one. I texted him. He was very happy that this had happened.” 

Cora reiterated the Sox were always his first choice. 

“Nothing against the other organizations because if they would have offered me something, then, hey, I’d have to take it,” said Cora. “But I think 

here kind of like was the perfect fit. When (president of baseball operations) Dave (Dombrowski) called me right away it was ‘yeah let’s go.’ ” 

Velazquez a go 

Hector Velazquez will start tomorrow night’s series finale. The Sox are not planning to use Craig Kimbrel, Ryan Brasier or Steven Wright in this 
series. 

Wright went three scoreless innings Thursday after receiving medical clearance before using him for the third inning. Wright has become a vital 
cog in the postseason bullpen plans. 

“You can see it with him, the confidence is building up. He looks a lot better,” said Cora. “He looked great for three, so we’ll keep working on it, 
see how he feels today, how he reacts, how he recovers and we’ll go from there.” 

Bogaerts gets rest 

Xander Bogaerts will be played sparingly down the stretch but like with Betts, who is two stolen bases shy of 30, Cora wants Bogaerts a chance 
to get five more RBI and reach 100. 

“He’s been playing a lot and you guys know how I feel about him as far as how big and physical he is playing that position. We’ll take care of 
him and at the same time, I want him to get 100 RBI,” said Cora. “I know he hasn’t talked about it but I know that will be cool for him to 
accomplish that, and I’m not going to get in the way of that. He’ll play, he’ll get that, I know he will, but we’ll take care of it too.” 

Swihart may catch 

Cora may yet start Blake Swihart at catcher before the season is over. 

“We feel comfortable with Sandy (Leon), Christian (Vazquez) and Blake,” he said. “One thing for sure, he’ll catch throughout the week. We were 
thinking about it today, but then, it’s five innings. It’s Chris (Sale). For how bad we want Blake to catch him, but it’s an important start for Chris. 
And I’m not saying not using Blake makes more sense for us, but we know where we’re going with Chris, so we want Sandy back there. So 
we’ll see how it goes.” 

Swihart started in right field last night. 
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Red Sox keep rolling, beat Indians to tie franchise victory record 

Michael Silverman Friday, September 21, 2018 

CLEVELAND – The Red Sox just can't not catch a break. 

In a game in which they used their best starter for fewer than four innings and a spring training lineup featuring just one true regular, the Red 
Sox still were able to rally for a 7-5 victory against the AL Central champions Indians last night in the first game of their weekend series. 

Two Red Sox hit their first big-league home runs – Sam Travis and Tzu-Wei Lin – with Travis knocking in three runs in all.  



Lin knocked in two runs, his first the game-winning go-ahead RBI single in the seventh. 

The victory was the 105th of the season, tying a 106-year franchise record for most wins in a season (the 1912 champs also won 105). 

“That was one of the most enjoyable games of the season,” manager Alex Cora said. “To have, obviously those guys who didn’t play, they were 
on the top step. It was a like a regular game. Like I said, we do feel when we play, we can score runs. It was good to see Sam putting good at-
bats, and Tzu-Wei too. That was good.” 

The Red Sox opened with Chris Sale, who pitched pretty well although not up to Cy Young standards. In his 3 1/3 innings and 73 pitches, Sale 
allowed two runs on five hits. The first run came on his watch, a Josh Donaldson moon shot with one out and nobody on in the fourth. After 
allowing a single, he came out, ceding way to Heath Hembree who allowed a two-run home run by Yan Gomes to put the Indians up 3-1. 

The home run by Donaldson ended two streaks by Sale, his 35 straight scoreless innings and 75 consecutive without a home run. Pedro 
Martinez also worked 35 scoreless innings in 2002. 

Sale wished he had pitched deeper into the game, but he still was satisfied on a night when he was pleased with the bite and command of his 
slider. 

“During this process we're looking to build pitch count, try to rack up some innings in the meantime, so I would have liked to get through that 
inning with a little bit less of a pitch count but it is what it is,” Sale said.  

He said it's “weird” to be in spring training mode right now.  

“I'm feeling this spring training vibe in the most important part of the season, but I've said it time and time again my team has put me in a 
position to do this and I'm very thankful for that because if we're a game out, two games out, it's a different story,” Sale said. 

Travis' home run came in the third inning, and he sent it to opposite right field. 

“It all starts with getting a good pitch and trying to hit it hard,” Travis said. “Having guys on base there, I want a good pitch I can drive to the 
outfield, make something happen. It worked out for us.”  

Rafael Devers homered and also knocked in two runs. 

The Indians added another run to their lead in the fifth, when Jose Ramirez' sacrifice fly brought in Francisco Lindor (double, advance on bunt 
hit).  

The Red Sox began to crawl back in the sixth inning, when Devers connected on his 18th home run of the season to make the score 4-2. 

In the seventh, Travis' bat again showed well, sparking a customary-by-now Red Sox rally. His double to the gap in right-center scored both 
Brock Holt (single) and Blake Swihart (single) to tie the game at 4. 

The Red Sox pulled ahead for the second time in the game on Lin's groundball single that caromed off pitcher Shane Bieber, scoring Travis. 
Devers' RBI single to left gave the Red Sox the insurance run and the 6-4 lead. 

The Indians narrowed the lead to 6-5 when Travis could not track properly a high pop-up from Ramirez hit into a brisk wind. The ball clipped off 
his glove, scoring Michael Brantley from first for the 6-5 score. 

“There’s nothing to say – I had an atrocious read and I missed it,” Travis said. “It won’t happen again. I tell you that right now.” 

Lin's homer, a solo shot, came in the eighth inning. 

With runners on second and third (after a Devers error) in the eighth, Robby Scott came up big. He pitched out of the jam with a strikeout and 
then with the bases loaded got Brantley to fly out to Travis. 

The victory was the 47th come-from-behind win of the season.  

Of the 105th win overall, Cora said, “It’s a testament of the organization, where we’re at. We made some decisions in the offseason and 
throughout the offseason. It’s gratifying, don’t get me wrong. 105 is 105, and I hope we win one more before the season is over. But from Mr. 
Henry and Tom all the way to Pookie (Jackson) and the guys in the clubhouse and the people that work here. It’s been amazing. 

“Of course, we know we have to win 11 in October – I mean, we know where we play and we know what we expect from this – but today, it’s 
kind of like let’s take a look at this one and enjoy it.” 
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