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                                                            FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES                                               

Angels fall to slumping Mets 3-0, ending a four-game winning streak 

By Zach Helfand 

Running toward center field, neck craned upward, Mets shortstop Jose Reyessaw the baseball spinning 

behind him, and he threw both arms up at it until it looked as if he was making a shrug. 

The gesture fit the Angels’ effort in a 3-0 loss to the Mets on Friday evening as well as the batted ball 

that would seal their demise. 

Down two runs in the seventh inning with the bases loaded, Ben Revere fought a fastball inside toward 

the green not far past second base. It looped and spun, and Reyes gave chase. 

When Reyes reached up the first time, his glove flipped the ball up as a chef flips an omelet. Then he 

recovered and scooped underneath to secure the catch. 

The bobble and catch neutralized the Angels’ only threat in an inning when they’d loaded the bases with 

no outs, their best scoring chance of the evening against the Mets’ slumbering star Jacob deGrom. 

DeGrom struck out nine in seven innings. 

“All night, we didn’t get too many good looks at him,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “When we did get a 

couple good looks he made some pitches and got out of it.” 

The loss ended the Angels’ four-game winning streak. The Mets, losers of seven straight, dropped the 

Angels to .500, at 22-22. 

The lineup had been shut out only two other times, but the Angels never awoke on Friday. A few innings 

into the game, Mike Trout noticed the air conditioning vents in the Angels’ dugout had gone quiet. It 

was a warm and sticky evening, and sweat was starting to drip from the Angels hitters. 

“I was like, ‘Dude, turn it on!’ ” Trout said across the clubhouse after the game, in the direction of the 

Angels’ starting pitcher, Ricky Nolasco. 

“I figured you wanted it to stay warmed up,” Trout said. 

In fact, Nolasco did stay loose and comfortable. It was the Angels’ bats, despite the lack of air 

conditioning, that went cold. They managed only six hits. Trout had two of them, and reached a third 

time on a walk. 

Nolasco was effective in six innings of labor. He struck out four and gave up two runs, though the first 

was unearned and the second a bit unorthodox. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-ORSPT000201-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/jose-reyes-PESPT008467-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/ben-revere-PESPT0015503-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-trout-PESPT0015591-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/ricky-nolasco-PESPT000010291-topic.html
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The first batter of the bottom of the first, Michael Conforto, caught left fielder Cameron Maybin in 

between on a line drive, a catchable, though difficult, ball. The play was ruled a single. Reyes sacrifice 

bunted to move him over, but C.J. Cron’s foot missed first base. Curtis Granderson punished the mistake 

with a two-out single. 

“We didn’t help him much in the first,” Scioscia said. 

Scioscia said Conforto’s single “was close. It was not an easy play. The ball was slicing, it was low. That 

would not have been an easy play.” 

“C.J. not putting his foot on the bag?” he continued. “Yeah.” 

The Mets scored their second run in the sixth when Neil Walker pounced on a fly ball to deep left-center 

for a rare tag up to second base, then scored on another two-out hit. 

Angels general manager Billy Eppler made defense a priority in the offseason. Scioscia once predicted 

that this would be his best defensive team. Through more than a quarter of the season, though, the 

defense has been only slightly better than average. 

That’s evidenced by newer advanced metrics, like defensive runs saved (12th in the major leagues) and 

ultimate zone rating (14th). The traditional stats tell the same story: The Angels rank 13th in fielding 

percentage. 

Still, the pitching kept the Angels within striking distance. 

“We had our chance,” Trout said. “We just couldn’t get the big hit.” 

Mike Trout enjoys some hometown coverage ahead of series with Mets 

By Zach Helfand 

C.J. Cron was perusing the local newspapers in the visitor’s clubhouse Friday when Mike Trout plopped 

down beside him to join a game of cards. 

“Hey look who it is!” Cron said, holding up a copy of the New York Daily News and looking at Trout. 

Here, in the flesh, was Trout. And here, gracing the back cover of the tabloid — hallowed (or 

ignominious) space in this town — was Trout, smiling above the headline “TWIST AND TROUT.” 

Trout ignored Cron and his inky likeness and was dealt some cards. 

Friday’s game against the Mets marked Trout’s first time playing at Citi Field for a countable ballgame. 

(He played here in the 2013 All-Star game.) It drew outsized interest. Attendance was nearly 7,000 

above the Mets’ average. Trout’s parents were shown on the Kiss Cam. Local reporters and several from 

Philadelphia stood in the clubhouse awaiting Trout. 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/cameron-maybin-PESPT000010232-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/curtis-granderson-PESPT000010074-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/neil-walker-PESPT000010491-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-trout-PESPT0015591-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-ORSPT000201-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/citi-field-PLREC000139-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-all-star-game-EVSPR000174-topic.html
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Fizzing beneath the surface was a series of questions. Trout grew up about 130 miles away, in Millville, 

N.J. Does he like playing in front of family? Does he have happy memories from the area? Wouldn’t it be 

easier if old friends could watch him play without having to stay up late? 

They all seemed to add up to: Would he maybe enjoy playing for one of the local, moneyed ballclubs 

someday? 

Trout, as usual, revealed little. 

“It feels good to come back every once in a while,” said Trout, who flew in a day early to visit his family. 

Of comparisons to retired Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter, he said, “To be in the same conversation with 

Jeter, it’s good.” 

Trout was raised a Phillies fan, but he declined even to say if the Mets had been his most hated team. 

“Obviously as a kid, as a Phillies fan, you didn't like anybody in the division,” Trout said. “But that's that.” 

His least favorite Met? 

“I don't know anybody off the top of my head,” he said. 

Manager Mike Scioscia cautioned local media members that Trout preferred to do let his play mostly 

speak for itself. 

“It's always been like that,” Scioscia said. “From the time he was 19 in the big leagues. He's all about 

getting ready to play the game.” 

Pujols scratched 

About three hours before Friday’s game, Scioscia walked through the clubhouse and stopped in front 

of Albert Pujols’ locker for a brief conversation. 

A few minutes later, the starting lineup was tacked to the wall. Pujols was not in it. 

Pujols was removed from a game Wednesday because of hamstring tightness. The series in a National 

League ballpark, where he’d have to play in the field because there is no designated hitter, did not ease 

his return. 

“Just going to take a little precaution to make sure he's at a certain level before he plays first base,” 

Scioscia said. “But he's day to day right now.” 

Short hops 

Right-handed reliever Huston Street (lat strain) threw for a third time in extended spring training in 

Arizona on Friday. He eligible to be activated from the 60-day disabled list on June 1. 

 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/derek-jeter-PESPT008410-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/philadelphia-phillies-ORSPT000216-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/albert-pujols-PESPT005992-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/huston-street-PESPT000010440-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Angels sign free-agent pitcher Doug Fister 

By Pedro Moura 

The Angels agreed to terms on a major league contract with veteran right-hander Doug Fister on 

Thursday, according to a source who requested anonymity because the deal has not yet been certified 

with a physical examination. 

Fister, 33, went unsigned over the offseason. He struggled to a 4.64 earned-run average over 32 starts 

for Houston in 2016. He logged a 3.38 ERA in the six preceding seasons. 

It’s not known how much time he will require to build up stamina and rejoin a rotation. 

Already this season, the Angels have lost two of their top starters, Garrett Richards and Tyler Skaggs, to 

injuries. They’re now regularly starting a converted reliever, JC Ramirez; a rookie who has made 10 

career starts, Alex Meyer; and a veteran who did not start a game a year ago, Jesse Chavez. 

Faced with a similar situation at this stage in the 2016 season, the Angels signed veteran Tim Lincecum. 

He recorded a 9.16 ERA in nine starts and is out of baseball this year. 

Pitchers prepare to hit 

In June 2008, Meyer was the top pitching prospect in Indiana as a high-school senior. In the state 

tournament, he faced the state’s second-ranked prospect, a future minor league left-hander 

named Cameron Hobson who hummed it up to 90 mph. 

That was the last time the 6-foot-9 Meyer batted, and the hardest pitch he’d ever seen. The gangly 

right-hander will have to bat again, and face faster pitching, when he starts Saturday against the New 

York Mets’ Zack Wheeler at Citi Field. His return to the activity has generated anticipation among his 

teammates. 

“It’s going to be like watching a giraffe hit,” Skaggs said. “I’m looking forward to it.” 

After singling once that day in 2008, Meyer did not hit again until 2012, when he took a few sessions of 

batting practice with Washington’s Class-A affiliate in preparation for a possible promotion to the 

double-A Eastern League, where pitchers hit. 

He did not hit again until this month, when the Angels’ pitchers began taking batting practice ahead of 

this series. He’s mined his more experienced teammates for tips on how to bunt and how to pull his bat 

back in time to swing away. On Wednesday, he excitedly reported that he had homered twice. 

“I’ve gotten better the last few days,” he said. “I just want to go up there and look like I know what I’m 

doing. But nothing’s gonna simulate a guy throwing 95 until I freakin’ see it. I’ve never seen anything like 

that before, by any means.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/doug-fister-PESPT000010044-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyler-skaggs-PESPT0016718-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/tim-lincecum-PESPT00008884-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/zack-wheeler-PESPT0016723-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/citi-field-PLREC000139-topic.html
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Meyer’s major league debut occurred in a National League stadium, Milwaukee’s Miller Park. He 

appeared in relief for Minnesota and had not brought any hitting equipment to the stadium. Minutes 

before the pitcher’s spot was due up to bat, veteran teammate Mike Pelfrey sidled up to him on the 

bench and asked whether he had what he needed. Meyer borrowed Pelfrey’s equipment and soon 

walked out to the on-deck circle. 

“Hey, when’s the last time you did this?” Twins manager Paul Molitor asked him on his way out. “You’re 

not gonna get hurt, right?” 

He told him the truth. The half-inning ended with him in the on-deck circle. After he pitched the next 

half, Molitor pulled him from the game. 

Meyer knows his longevity in Saturday’s start could depend on his ability to execute at the plate. 

“It’d be a big load off of my back if I got the bunt down the first time,” Meyer said. “Or put the ball in 

play, whatever it is.” 

  

                                                      FROM THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER                                              .                                                

Without Albert Pujols, Angels offense goes silent in loss to Mets  

 By JEFF FLETCHER 

NEW YORK — Just when it seemed the Angels’ offense was beginning to bust out, this happened. 

Some of it was Jacob deGrom. Some of it was playing without Albert Pujols, who has a tight hamstring. 

Some of it was playing with a pitcher in the lineup. 

Add it up, and you get zero. Zero runs. 

The Angels’ 3-0 loss to the New York Mets on Friday night came on the heels of scoring 28 runs during the 

four-game winning streak they brought to town. 

“All night we didn’t get too many good looks,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “When we did get some looks, 

(deGrom) pitched out of it.” 

The Angels’ best scoring opportunities were scuttled by the lack of depth in their lineup, and by Pujols’ 

absence. 

In the sixth, Mike Trout was intentionally walked to get to Luis Valbuena, who took Pujols’ spot in the 

lineup. With runners at first and second in a 1-0 game, Valbuena grounded out. His hitless streak reached 

18 at-bats before the night ended. 

“I’m just a little late,” Valbuena said. “I have to keep working. Tomorrow is another day. I have to forget 

about today.” 

http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/miller-park-PLREC000146-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-pelfrey-PESPT008584-topic.html
http://www.latimes.com/topic/sports/baseball/minnesota-twins-ORSPT000017-topic.html
http://www.ocregister.com/author/j-p-hoornstra/
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The Mets then increased the lead to 2-0 before the dominating deGrom had a hiccup that gave the Angels 

a golden opportunity. 

Andrelton Simmons led off with a double. DeGrom then walked C.J. Cron on four pitches and hit Martin 

Maldonado, loading the bases with no outs. 

Danny Espinosa, who has struggled all season, struck out looking at a nasty pitch on the black. Ben Revere 

hit a blooper into shallow center, but shortstop Jose Reyes made a nice catch, staying with the ball even 

after it initially popped out of his glove. Cameron Maybin then hit a flyout to right, ending the inning. 

“He made some good pitches to get out of that,” Scioscia said. “You have to tip your cap to him.” 

Moments later, Michael Conforto greeted reliever Jose Alvarez with a solo homer, making it 3-0. 

The lack of support for Angels starter Ricky Nolasco wasn’t limited to the offense, though. The defense let 

him down in the first inning. 

Conforto led off the game with a single into left field. Reyes then bunted, but Cron stumbled around the 

bag while taking the throw and didn’t get his foot on the bag in time. 

Nolasco got the next two outs, but he couldn’t escape the jam before Curtis Granderson’s double down 

the left field line. Two runners came home on the play, but umpires sent one back to third because the ball 

got stuck behind the tarp sitting on the field. 

After that, Nolasco did not give up another run until the sixth, when Neil Walker reached on a bloop single 

and scored on Rene Rivera’s two-out single. 

“Ricky made some nice pitches when he had to,” Scioscia said. “We didn’t help him much in the first when 

we didn’t get that out. Ricky pitched well.” 

Angels Notes: Albert Pujols out with tight hamstring  

By JEFF FLETCHER 

NEW YORK — Another week, another hamstring. 

A week after the Angels waited on Mike Trout’s tight hamstring, they are now without Albert Pujols 

because he tweaked his right hamstring. 

Pujols underwent an MRI exam on Friday morning, which he said came back clean. Pujols, who felt it when 

he was trying to go second on a base hit Wednesday, was not in the lineup on Friday night at Citi Field. 

He is hoping to be back either Saturday or Sunday. 

“I’m feeling good,” Pujols said. “I’m better than Wednesday, just a little  tight hamstring. We’ll take it day 

by day, just a precaution to make sure this doesn’t linger.” 

http://www.ocregister.com/author/j-p-hoornstra/
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Pujols added: “If this were the playoffs, I’d probably be playing, but this is seven weeks into the season. 

We’ll see what happens.” 

Pujols compared it to when he tweaked his hamstring in April 2015 and he missed two games, including 

one in a National League park. 

“Hopefully I’ll be ready Sunday,” he said. “We’ll take it day by day and see how it feels.” 

FISTER FOLLOW 

The Angels are expected to complete the deal with pitcher Doug Fister on Saturday. Fister, who would be 

added to the 40-man roster, would begin working out at the Angels complex in Arizona and then pitch for 

a minor league team while the club evaluates to see where he would fit. 

Fister has been throwing to college hitters, and he’s up to around 75 pitches. 

Fister posted a 4.64 ERA with the Houston Astros in 2016, and he went unsigned throughout the winter. 

At his best, from 2009 to 2014, he posted a 3.34 ERA in 155 games. He had a 2.41 ERA with the 

Washington Nationals in 2014, when he was a teammate of Danny Espinosa. 

“When he’s at his best, he eats up a lot of innings, which saves the bullpen,” Espinosa said. “He’s take the 

ball every fifth day. He gets quick outs, quick games. He keeps the defense on its toes. He throws a lot of 

strikes. He’s going to compete. … He’s a good guy. He’ll fit right in.” 

SKAGGS TO BEGIN THROWING 

Tyler Skaggs, who is out with a grade 2 oblique strain, has been cleared to begin a throwing program on 

Monday, General Manager Billy Eppler said Friday. 

Skaggs got cleared to run this week. He said he feels optimistic about beating the projected 10- to 12-week 

timeline the Angels announced after he was diagnosed. Skaggs has been out three weeks so far. 

ALSO 

Huston Street (strained lat) pitched in his third extended spring training game on Friday in Arizona. Street, 

who is on the 60-day disabled list, is eligible to be activated June 1, although he might be slightly behind 

that. … 

Mike Morin (neck) pitched to hitters on Friday in Arizona. He will pitch in an extended spring training game 

on Monday. 
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                                                                  FROM ANGELS.COM                                                                      

Pujols-less Angels struggle to deliver big hit 

Halos don't make most of opportunities as hammy keeps slugger on shelf  

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

NEW YORK -- With Albert Pujols, their premier run producer, out of the lineup, the Angels struggled to 

capitalize on multiple scoring opportunities and were shut out by the Mets, 3-0, in Friday night's series 

opener at Citi Field. 

The Halos' offense, which had averaged 6.3 runs per game over the club's previous six contests, was 

stymied by Mets right-hander Jacob deGrom, who tossed seven sharp innings and allowed just four hits 

while walking three and striking out nine. The Angels finished 0-for-5 with runners in scoring position 

and left nine men on base, snapping their four-game win streak. 

Full Game Coverage  

"He's one of the best pitchers in the league," said center fielder Mike Trout, who reached base three 

times Friday. "He kept us off balance. He throws, obviously, hard. He can hit his spots whenever he 

wants. And we had our chance in the seventh inning and just couldn't get that big hit. But we had 

opportunities." 

The Angels generated their most dangerous scoring threat while trailing, 2-0, in the seventh, when they 

loaded the bases with no outs against deGrom after Andrelton Simmonsdoubled, C.J. Cron walked 

and Martin Maldonado was hit by a pitch. deGrom recorded the first out of the inning by striking 

out Danny Espinosa looking, and manager Mike Scioscia then decided to have Ben Revere pinch-hit for 

right-hander Ricky Nolasco. Scioscia said afterward that Pujols, who did not start due to a sore right 

hamstring, was not available off the bench -- a significant loss for the Angels, considering he leads the 

team with 32 RBIs. 

Revere, who entered Friday 1-for-12 against deGrom, lined a ball to shallow center that nearly fell for a 

run-scoring hit, but shortstop Jose Reyes made an acrobatic grab, snagging his own bobble to prevent at 

least one run from scoring. 

"I got a good jump to the ball," Reyes said. "I know Revere, he's got very good speed. I was playing a 

little bit in because we were trying to make a double play there. When I saw he hit the ball, I just tried to 

run as fast as I could. When the ball hit my glove, I said, 'Oh man, I'm going to catch this ball.' And then 

the second time, I got it." 

deGrom then escaped the jam unscathed by coaxing a fly ball to right field from Cameron Maybin, 

ending the Angels' best hopes for a rally. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.angels.mlb.com/news/article/231230548/jacob-degrom-leads-mets-over-angels-in-opener/
http://m.mlb.com/player/594798/jacob-degrom
http://www.mlb.com/r/game?gid=2017_05_19_anamlb_nynmlb_1
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/457787/danny-espinosa
http://m.mlb.com/player/519184/ben-revere
http://m.mlb.com/player/445060/ricky-nolasco
http://m.mlb.com/player/408314/jose-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/457727/cameron-maybin
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"He made some good pitches to get out of that," Scioscia said. "We had them loaded up, and you have 

to tip your cap to him. All night, we didn't get too many good looks at him. He pitched a good game for 

those guys." 

Angels fall to Mets despite quality Nolasco 

By Anthony DiComo and Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

NEW YORK -- So often when the Mets have needed a win in recent years, they have felt most 

comfortable giving the ball to Jacob deGrom. And the Mets needed a win in the worst way Friday, 

opening their homestand amidst the exhaust fumes of a seven-game losing streak. 

Giving his scuffling club the exact performance it needed, deGrom delivered seven innings in a 3-0 win 

over the Angels at Citi Field. Rene Rivera extended his career-best hitting streak to 11 games with an RBI 

single, Michael Conforto homered and Curtis Granderson doubled home a run in the Mets' first victory 

since May 9. 

Full Game Coverage  

"We needed a win tonight," Mets manager Terry Collins said. "We needed a win bad." 

That made a tough-luck loser out of Angels starter Ricky Nolasco, who allowed two runs (one earned) 

over six innings. The Angels stranded seven men on base from the sixth through eighth innings, their 

lineup struggling without the services of injured first baseman Albert Pujols. The brightest offensive 

highlight for Los Angeles was Mike Trout, who reached base three times in four plate appearances. 

"Oh man, it feels good," said Mets shortstop Jose Reyes, who made a juggling catch to help deGrom out 

of a seventh-inning jam. "Before this game, we lost seven straight games. Just to get a win and play a 

clean game -- that was a clean game for us -- that's what we need. Hopefully we can take something 

from this game and continue to play the way we're supposed to." 

• Conforto becoming king of the oppo homer 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Streak buster: For most of the night, deGrom seemed primed to become the first Mets pitcher in 18 

games to record an out in the seventh inning -- and he eventually did, but not without some serious 

drama. Battling a finger issue, deGrom convinced trainer Ray Ramirez and Collins that he could continue 

pitching while loading the bases on a double, a walk and a hit batsman. But thanks in part to a juggling 

catch from Reyes to save at least one run, deGrom stranded the bases loaded to preserve a 2-0 lead. 

"He made some good pitches to get out of that," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "We had them 

loaded up, and you have to tip your cap to him. All night, we didn't get too many good looks at him. He 

pitched a good game for those guys."  

Doubling their margin: Two batters after Neil Walker led off the sixth inning with a single, the Mets' 

second baseman advanced into scoring position on a flyout to left. That prompted the Angels to 

http://m.mlb.com/player/594798/jacob-degrom
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/624424/michael-conforto
http://m.mlb.com/player/434158/curtis-granderson
http://www.mlb.com/r/game?gid=2017_05_19_anamlb_nynmlb_1
http://m.mlb.com/player/445060/ricky-nolasco
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/408314/jose-reyes
http://m.mets.mlb.com/news/article/231321102/mets-michael-conforto-slugs-7th-oppo-home-run/
http://m.mlb.com/player/435522/neil-walker
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intentionally walk Lucas Duda, bringing Rivera to the plate with two outs. The catcher responded with a 

line drive to left field to drive in Walker. 

QUOTABLE 

"I try not to get too caught up in it. I think it's a tremendous honor. It talks about the stability of the 

organization. … Certainly, I've been surrounded by some great players. … It's been an honor to be here 

this long, to watch it, to be a part of it all." -- Collins, on matching Davey Johnson as the longest-tenured 

manager in Mets history 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Reliever Jerry Blevins pitched in a fifth consecutive game for the Mets, increasing his league-leading 

total to 25 appearances in the Mets' first 40 games. Blevins, who struck out two of the three batters he 

faced, is on pace to appear in 101 games this season. That would rank second in Major League history 

behind Mike Marshall, who pitched in 106 of them for the 1974 Dodgers. 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Angels: The Angels will send rookie right-hander Alex Meyer to the mound on Saturday in the second 

game of their three-game series against the Mets at 4:15 p.m. PT at Citi Field. Meyer delivered the best 

start of his career against the Tigers on Sunday, allowing one run over 6 1/3 innings while striking out 

seven. 

Mets: Zack Wheeler will look to build upon his recent consistency when he starts the Mets' 7:15 p.m. ET 

game Saturday against the Angels. In four of his last five starts, Wheeler has allowed one earned run, 

most recently throwing a season-high 108 pitches in a no-decision against the D-backs. 

Pujols eyes weekend return from sore hammy 

Skipper wants slugger at full strength before playing 1B in Interleague series 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

NEW YORK -- Angels slugger Albert Pujols underwent an MRI on his sore right hamstring on Friday, but 

he said "everything went well" and is hoping to return to the lineup within a couple of days. 

"Nothing really to be concerned about," Pujols said. "It's just being smart. If this was the playoffs, 

probably I'd be out there playing, but it's seven weeks into the season and we still have a long ways to 

go." 

Full Game Coverage  

Pujols, who was not available for the Halos' series opener against the Mets, tweaked his hamstring while 

trying to stretch a single into a double on Wednesday, which led to his premature exit. He said he felt 

better following Thursday's off-day, but the Angels want to make sure he's completely healed before 

sending him out to play first base. Pujols has started only two games at first this season, but the Angels 

will be without a designated hitter over their weekend series at Citi Field. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/446263/lucas-duda
http://m.mlb.com/player/460283/jerry-blevins
http://m.mlb.com/player/543542/alex-meyer
http://m.mlb.com/player/554430/zack-wheeler
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://www.mlb.com/r/game?gid=2017_05_19_anamlb_nynmlb_1
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"He's feeling fine," manager Mike Scioscia said. "We're just going to take a little precaution and make 

sure that he's at a certain level before he plays first base. He's day to day right now, and we're just going 

to read it on a daily basis." 

Pujols, 37, is batting .247 with five home runs and 32 RBIs over 40 games. With 596 career home runs, 

he is only four shy of joining the exclusive 600-home run club. 

Worth noting  

• Angels superstar Mike Trout, who has homered in five of his last six games, said he was excited to be 

back in Queens for his first regular-season series at Citi Field. Trout's last visit came in 2013, when he 

represented the Angels at the All-Star Game. Trout said he took advantage of Thursday's off-day to go 

home to New Jersey and expects to have plenty of family and friends in attendance over the weekend. 

"Feels good to be back here," Trout said. 

Meyer to make 1st career Interleague start 

By Maria Guardado / MLB.com 

Right-handers Zack Wheeler and Alex Meyer will face off on Saturday night when the Mets and 

Angels play the second game of their three-game series at Citi Field. 

Wheeler came away with a no-decision after allowing one run over six innings in his last start 

against the D-backs on Monday. He is 2-2 with a 3.76 ERA across seven starts in his first season 

back from Tommy John surgery. Wheeler has never faced the Angels, but he is 2-3 with a 6.42 

ERA in seven career starts against American League clubs. 

Full Game Coverage  

Meyer delivered the best start of his career on Sunday, holding the Tigers to one run on three 

hits over 6 1/3 innings. He has been the Angels' winning pitcher in each of his last two starts, 

improving to 2-1 with a 5.59 ERA over four outings this year. Saturday will mark Meyer's first 

career appearance against the Mets and his first career Interleague start. 

The 6-foot-9 Meyer is slated to hit in a game Saturday for the first time since 2008, when he 

was a high school ballplayer in Indiana. 

Things to know about this game 

• Terry Collins will manage his 1,013th Mets game on Saturday night to officially surpass Davey 

Johnson as the longest-tenured skipper in franchise history. The only other active managers 

who lead their team in all-time games are the Angels' Mike Scioscia (2,798) and the Royals' Ned 

Yost (1,140). 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://www.mlb.com/r/game?gid=2017_05_20_anamlb_nynmlb_1
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• Halos slugger Albert Pujols did not start Friday's series opener with a sore right hamstring, but 

he said he's hoping to return to the lineup on Saturday or Sunday. 

• Jay Bruce is 0-for-1 in one career appearance against Meyer, but no other Met has ever faced 

the Angels' rookie. Andrelton Simmons (7-for-21) and Danny Espinosa (3-for-5), both of whom 

used to play in the National League East, are the Angels' regulars with the most success against 

Wheeler. 

 

                                                           FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

DeGrom dominates early, survives rocky 7th to end Mets' skid 

Associated Press  

NEW YORK -- It took a blistering effort from Jacob deGrom to snap the New York Mets out of their funk. 

A little palm ball from Jose Reyes, too. 

DeGrom dominated until ripping a callus on his pitching hand in the seventh, then Reyes helped him 

escape a no-out, bases-loaded jam that inning to send the Mets over the Los Angeles Angels 3-0 on 

Friday night and snap a seven-game losing streak. 

DeGrom (3-1) ended a 17-game stretch in which no Mets starters got an out in the seventh inning, tying 

a club record set in 2002. 

It was a tough hump to get over. 

DeGrom was visited by manager Terry Collins and a team trainer at the start of the seventh inning after 

fidgeting with his throwing hand. The righty pointed to his ring finger during the brief visit, but stayed in 

the game. 

With the Mets leading 2-0, deGrom walked C.J. Cron, was visited by pitching coach Dan Warthen to talk 

mechanics and then hit Martin Maldonado with a 3-1 pitch to load the bases before striking out Danny 

Espinosa with a 96 mph fastball for the first out. 

Pinch hitter Ben Revere then blooped a ball to shallow center that Reyes bobbled and caught. Andrelton 

Simmons broke from third base when the ball hit the shortstop in the palm of his glove, and had to 

hurry back when it popped into the air. 

"When the ball hit the glove, I said, `Oh man," Reyes said. 

Reyes corralled the rebound, then turned to keep the runners stuck at their bases. 

"That ball drops in in the last seven days, for sure," Collins said. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32796/jacob-degrom
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5411/jose-reyes
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32155/cj-cron
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30289/martin-maldonado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30621/danny-espinosa
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30621/danny-espinosa
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29976/ben-revere
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
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Cameron Maybin then flied out to right to end the inning. 

DeGrom retired 13 straight before Kole Calhoun's two-out single in the sixth. He gave up four hits, struck 

out nine and walked three in seven innings. It was a timely start for the Mets, who entered Friday 

ranked last in the majors with a 5.13 ERA and with Noah Syndergaard, Steven Matz and Seth Lugo on the 

disabled list. 

"We've got to get our pitching moving forward," Collins said. "We didn't break camp with imagination. 

These guys are legit, and we've got to get them right so as we head into the big months of summer, that 

we know what we got and those guys are pitching like they can." 

Jerry Blevins got two outs in his major league-leading 25th appearance, Paul Sewald recorded an out in 

the eighth and Addison Reed pitched the ninth for his fifth save. 

The Angels had averaged 6.3 runs over their previous six games, including wins in their last four. 

"All night, we didn't get too many good looks at him," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said about deGrom. 

"He pitched a good game for those guys, but when we did get a couple of looks, he made some pitches 

and got out of it." 

Ricky Nolasco (2-3) allowed two runs, one earned, over six innings. 

Michael Conforto led off the seventh with a homer to left, his second in two games, team-high 11th this 

season and sixth to the opposite field. 

Reyes' juggle was the second unusual bounce for the Mets as they opened a seven-game homestand. In 

the first inning, Curtis Granderson lined an RBI double down the left field line that caromed off the ball 

boy's stool, kicked behind the rolled up tarp then ended up under a towel that had been resting on the 

stool, all before umpire Ben May called time. Left fielder Maybin threw his hands up before grabbing the 

ball and firing to the infield, catching Granderson between bases. Granderson was frozen on the 

basepath before realizing time was called. 

MR. MET 

Collins managed his 1,012th game with the Mets, tying Davey Johnson for the most with the franchise. 

Collins is 498-514 in seven seasons with New York. 

THAT'S BETTER 

The Mets avoided their first eight-game skid since losing 11 straight in 2004. 

ALMOST HOME 

Reigning AL MVP Mike Trout singled twice in his first game at Citi Field since the 2013 All-Star Game. 

Trout is from Millville, New Jersey, and his parents traveled to Queens for the game. It was Trout's first 

time facing deGrom. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6455/cameron-maybin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31413/kole-calhoun
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31730/noah-syndergaard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33106/steven-matz
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34873/seth-lugo
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28915/jerry-blevins
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35009/paul-sewald
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31493/addison-reed
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6491/ricky-nolasco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33711/michael-conforto
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6125/curtis-granderson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
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A-ROD ON THE CALL 

Alex Rodriguez will be in the booth along with Joe Buck for Saturday's Fox broadcast. A-Rod made his 

debut as an in-game color analyst Thursday night when the Yankees played at Kansas City. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: Albert Pujols was not available to play because of a sore right hamstring. Scioscia said Pujols had 

an MRI, which showed tendinitis in the hamstring. ... Huston Street (right lat strain) threw Friday in 

extended spring training. 

Mets: C Travis d'Arnaud (right wrist), Matz (left elbow) and Lugo (right elbow) made their first rehab 

appearances Thursday with Class A St. Lucie. Matz may join Triple-A Las Vegas in New Orleans next 

week. D'Arnaud also caught nine innings for St. Lucie on Friday. 

UP NEXT 

Mets righty Zack Wheeler (2-2, 3.76) has allowed one earned run in each of his last three starts, going 1-

0 with a 1.62 ERA. He'll work Saturday night against 6-foot-9 Angels righty Alex Meyer (2-1, 5.59), who 

pitched one-run ball into the seventh inning against Detroit last time out. 

MRI on Albert Pujols' hamstring shows tendinitis 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK -- Albert Pujols was out of the Los Angeles Angels' lineup in Friday night's 3-0 loss at the New 

York Mets because of a sore right hamstring. 

The 37-year-old left Wednesday's game against the Chicago White Sox in the seventh, one inning after 

he was thrown out trying to stretch a single into a double. 

Angels manager Mike Scioscia said Pujols had an MRI, which showed tendinitis in the hamstring. 

"Nothing more than that," Scioscia said. "It's sore." 

Los Angeles is on a 10-game trip that includes a pair of three-game series at National League ballparks, 

where there is no designated hitter. 

"We're just going to take a little precaution to make sure he's a certain level before he plays first base," 

Scioscia said. "We're just going to read it on a daily basis." 

Pujols is hitting .247 with five homers and 32 RBIs, usually hitting third in the order behind AL MVP Mike 

Trout. 

"There's obviously going to be a little hole in your lineup, and you just work around it," Scioscia said. 

After the game, Scioscia said Pujols had not been available as a pinch hitter. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/3115/alex-rodriguez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6175/huston-street
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29951/travis-d'arnaud
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31267/zack-wheeler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32173/alex-meyer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/recap?gameId=370519121
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/nym/new-york-mets
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chw/chicago-white-sox
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
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                                                                  FROM NYTIMES.COM       

Mike Trout: Baseball’s Best, Without the Brand 

By Tyler Kepner  

ANAHEIM, Calif. — It was Mike Trout bobblehead night at Angel Stadium on Tuesday, but if you missed 

it, don’t worry. There are three more on the Angels’ schedule. Trout’s face appears on billboards 

throughout greater Los Angeles, and you can also find him pitching sandwiches, sports drinks, 

SuperPretzels and shoes. A recent Twitter post, to 2.25 million followers, promoted a video-game app 

he endorses. 

And yet …  

Stop. 

There should be no “but,” no qualifier, not when it comes to the best player in baseball. Trout, whose 

Angels started a three-game series with the Mets at Citi Field on Friday, is everything good about his 

sport. He plays with a joyous abandon, explosively and elegantly. He is engaged to his high school 

sweetheart, Jessica Cox, and still lives in Millville, N.J., where he was raised. He signs lots of autographs 

and is unfailingly cordial. Fame does not faze him. 

“It makes you feel good when people come up to you,” Trout said Tuesday in an interview by his locker 

before batting practice. “You want to have your privacy, have your own time away from the field. But 

I’ve always told myself if you don’t get recognized, that means you’re not doing anything.” 

On the field, yet again, Trout is doing absolutely everything. He has played five full seasons, each time 

finishing first or second in voting for the American League’s most valuable player. This year may be his 

best yet: Entering Saturday’s action, Trout, a center fielder, led the league in on-base percentage (.458) 

and slugging percentage (.741), while hitting .348 with 13 homers and eight steals. 

When he arrived in New York, he had homered in five of his last six games, and this past week he 

became the youngest player in major league history to reach 150 home runs and 150 stolen bases. Trout 

has more wins above replacement, already, than the Hall of Famers Kirby Puckett, Jim Rice, Lou Brock 

and many more. And he is only 25. 

“What he does on a daily basis, it’s just awesome to watch and be a part of,” Angels starting pitcher 

Matt Shoemaker said. “There’s always something brand-new he’s done in baseball that no one’s ever 

done.” 

Trout is LeBron James in spikes, Tom Brady out of shoulder pads, minus their championship rings. Also 

missing is something that barely matters to Trout but is so important to other athletes in his echelon: a 

brand. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/sports/baseball/majorleague/losangelesangels/index.html?inline=nyt-org
https://twitter.com/MikeTrout?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.google.com/#q=what+is+wins+above+replacement
https://www.google.com/#q=what+is+wins+above+replacement
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For all the products he endorses, Trout has passed on many other opportunities. For all his success in 

the All-Star Game (two M.V.P. awards), he has never taken part in a home run derby or a World Baseball 

Classic. For all his Twitter followers (more than any other baseball player has), he does not use the 

platform to pontificate on the issues of the day, beyond the doings of his beloved Philadelphia Eagles. 

“There’s some endorsements you have to do, but for me, I try to minimize it,” Trout said. “During the 

off-season, I try to get my mind off baseball as much as I can. You don’t need those endorsements and 

photo shoots; it kind of brings it back. Maybe down the road I’ll get more into it, but right now, I’m just a 

baseball player. I come to the ballpark, try to get better each and every day and help the team win.” 

That is the essence of Trout’s approach to his fame: less an image-making strategy than a representation 

of his values at this stage of his life. His father, Jeff, was a minor league player, and Trout seems to 

intuitively understand the sanctity of the daily grind, the need to prepare, play hard, stay humble and 

move on quickly to the next day. 

Trout has no visible tattoos, no showy hairstyle, no distinctive way of wearing his uniform. Nothing cries 

out for attention, except his extraordinary play. 

“We look at it like this: Whatever he’s doing, it’s working,” said Craig Landis, Trout’s agent. “I have high 

school and Little League coaches approach me all the time: ‘We tell our guys to watch Mike Trout and 

carry themselves like him.’ Part of that is that he’s not out there being self-promotive. He doesn’t worry 

about that.” 

Worldwide acclaim, then, is not a priority. But even within Major League Baseball, nine players ranked 

above Trout in jersey sales last year. Various polls show that James, Brady and numerous soccer players 

have far more widespread appeal than any baseball player. 

Yet shouldn’t once-in-a-generation baseball skills and a wholesome personality be enough to put Trout 

in that class? 

“You would think,” Angels infielder Danny Espinosa said. “I don’t know if people want drama or 

something, but I don’t think Mike’s ever going to bring that to you. He plays the game with a smile on 

his face.” 

That smile, said Todd Frazier, the Chicago White Sox third baseman, is Trout’s version of swagger. “As 

cheesy as that sounds,” said Frazier, another New Jersey native, who has been friends with Trout for 

years. 

Trout, he said, has an endearing charisma that draws in opponents. He is impossible not to like. 

“He’s rounding third, he got out, and he’s looking at me smiling,” Frazier said. “I don’t know what about, 

he’s just freaking smiling. You can’t not smile back. That’s just how he rubs off on you.” 

Frazier’s favorite player when he was a teenager was Manny Ramirez, a flamboyant character who 

produced like Trout on the field but was his opposite in almost every other way. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19074938/where-all-mlb-superstars-gone
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19074938/where-all-mlb-superstars-gone
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Would a player like Trout have appealed to the young Frazier? Maybe not, he said. 

“He’s a quiet kid, he’ll do anything for you, and he doesn’t expect anything out of anybody,” said Frazier, 

who pivoted back to Ramirez’s recent contract with an independent team in Japan. “You hear the deal 

Manny got over there? All the sushi he wants, a free car and a guy to drive it! 

“I can’t see Mike asking for that,” Frazier continued. “If he did, I don’t think anybody would say boo, 

because he deserves it. But it’s different.” 

Trout’s contract is not an issue. He is very well paid, but not overly so, given his talent, with a six-year, 

$144.5 million deal that ties him to the Angels through 2020. He signed it in 2014, just before he won 

the first of his two M.V.P. awards. (The other was last season.) 

Washington’s Bryce Harper, the National League’s answer to Trout, can be a free agent after next 

season, and his future team and price tag are regular sources of intrigue and debate. 

Harper, who was on the cover of Sports Illustrated at 16, has been famous longer than Trout. He plays — 

and sometimes speaks — with an edge. Espinosa, a friend and former National, said it was hard to 

compare the stars. 

“As far as personality,” he said, “they’re completely different people.” 

Espinosa also pointed to the differences in their markets. 

“We get five to 10 media people in the clubhouse; playing in D.C., you get 30,” Espinosa said. He later 

added: “Everybody’s awake for the East Coast games. You don’t get to watch Mike Trout if you’re an 

East Coast kid. That’s just how it is.” 

It is true, of course, that many Angels games start after 10 p.m., Eastern time. ESPN does not help 

Trout’s exposure, either; no Angels games are currently scheduled for its “Sunday Night Baseball” 

showcase this season. 

But the TV explanation goes only so far. A generation ago — long before every fan could watch 

highlights on a cellphone — a young Ken Griffey Jr.played for a more obscure West Coast team, the 

Seattle Mariners, and was essentially ubiquitous. 

Griffey, whose father, Ken Sr., was still playing in the majors when he debuted, had a chocolate bar 

named for him; appeared on the first card ever produced by Upper Deck, at the height of the baseball 

card craze; guest starred on “The Simpsons” and “The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air”; and had his own video 

game with Nintendo, which owned the Mariners. 

“He kind of crossed over into pop culture,” Brian Goldberg, Griffey’s agent, said. “He had some swag. He 

was cool without trying to be.” 

Trout, the first player since Griffey to have a signature shoe with Nike, is squarely in his class on the 

field. On Baseball-Reference.com’s list of players statistically similar to Trout at the same age, Griffey 

http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/griffke02.shtml
http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml
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ranks second, between Mickey Mantle and Hank Aaron. Mantle and Aaron, though, both won the World 

Series by the time they were 25 — as did Derek Jeter, perhaps baseball’s last true crossover star. 

The Angels, whose only title came in 2002, have not given Trout the same chance. They finished at 74-88 

last season, entered the weekend one game over .500 and have reached the playoffs just once with 

Trout, in 2014. They were swept by Kansas City in the first round, as Trout went 1 for 12 at the plate. 

Trout said he rarely thought about that series; it went by so fast. His better postseason memory is from 

Oct. 29, 2008, when he was a senior in high school. He tailgated with friends outside Citizens Bank Park 

the night the Philadelphia Phillies won the World Series. 

“The city, it was all about baseball when they won in ’08,” Trout said. “Just as a fan, seeing the city come 

together and cheering them on — as a baseball player, you want to be in those shoes. You want to be on 

the field celebrating.” 

Given his status in the game, Trout could be excused if he were to publicly express impatience with the 

Angels, or if he were to try using his clout to cajole them into making some roster upgrades. 

The Angels have just three other players who are signed past 2018: designated hitter Albert Pujols, 

shortstop Andrelton Simmons and outfielder Kole Calhoun. 

The general manager, Billy Eppler, said the Angels, as a big-market team, had the resources to compete 

for free agents. But to win consistently, he said, the team — which has a low-rated farm system — must 

also commit to building from within, developing more players to complement Trout. 

“When we do things via trade or free agency, the day-to-day transactions, he has a general enthusiasm 

about those things,” Eppler said. “But as far as opining or asking proactively? No, he doesn’t do anything 

like that.” 

The Angels’ race to maximize the prime of today’s Aaron or Mantle could be a much bigger story — if a 

different type of person were at the center of it. In Trout, baseball and the Angels have a tranquil oasis 

where there could be a storm. 

“If you’re edgy or controversial, you run the risk of alienating fans,” said Bob Dorfman, a sports 

marketing executive who has never worked with Trout. “Is that worth doing or not?” 

For Trout, of course, the answer is no. His job is to play baseball, which he does better than everyone 

else. He is not the most recognized or popular athlete on the planet, but he also has no detractors. That 

counts for something. 

Who needs a brand when life is this good? 

“If you were Mike Trout,” asked Landis, his agent, “would you really wake up in the morning and say, 

‘I’ve got to start changing things’?” 

http://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mantlmi01.shtml
https://www.google.com/search?q=hank+aaron&oq=hank+aaron&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.5511j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Jacob deGrom Goes Seven Innings as Mets Halt a Seven-Game Skid 

By Seth Berkman 

After throwing his 103rd pitch Friday night, Mets starter Jacob deGrom held his glove open, demanding 

the ball from catcher Rene Rivera. DeGrom had just struck out Danny Espinosa for the first out of the 

seventh inning, but he was still mired in trouble. Earlier in the inning, deGrom had struggled with his 

control, allowing the Los Angeles Angels to load the bases. 

That had prompted a visit from Manager Terry Collins and the trainer Ray Ramirez, an ominous sign. 

Collins did not return to the mound, though, leaving deGrom in the game. He got Ben Revere out on a 

pop fly, complete with a running circus catch by shortstop Jose Reyes, who let the shallow bloop bounce 

off his glove and had to snag the ball in the air before it fell to the center-field grass. 

DeGrom then induced Cameron Maybin to fly out to right field and responded by pounding his right 

hand into his glove as he left the mound. 

DeGrom’s fortitude fueled the Mets on Friday as they ended a seven-game losing streak, shutting out 

the Angels, 3-0, at Citi Field. 

“That’s certainly exactly what you thought we were going to be able to do, get our starting pitchers to 

really carry us,” Collins said, “and Jake did a tremendous job tonight. Unbelievable what he did in the 

seventh inning.” 

Collins added that he had left deGrom in during the seventh because he thought the coming matchups 

in the Angels lineup were favorable. 

By throwing seven scoreless innings, deGrom became the first Mets pitcher to last more than six innings 

since April 28, when he tossed seven in a win at Washington. Before the game, General Manager Sandy 

Alderson repeatedly stressed the need for the Mets’ starters to pitch deeper into games, saving an 

overtaxed bullpen. 

DeGrom heeded the call, striking out nine. From the outset, his fastball was consistently hitting the mid-

90s, and after allowing a one-out single to C. J. Cron in the second inning, deGrom retired 13 straight 

batters. 

After cruising through the Angels’ lineup for much of the night, deGrom allowed a leadoff double in the 

seventh to Andrelton Simmons. A few moments later, deGrom began holding his right hand, sending 

Collins and Ramirez running out of the dugout. Their concern was understandable — the Mets’ rotation 

has been decimated by injuries, and they could barely afford to lose this season’s best starter. 

DeGrom warded off the attention, but he walked Cron on four straight pitches. He then hit Martin 

Maldonado with a pitch, loading the bases with no outs. 

If the Mets needed a gut-check moment to turn around a floundering season, deGrom came through by 

retiring the next three batters in order. 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/sports/baseball/majorleague/newyorkmets/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/sports/baseball/majorleague/losangelesangels/index.html?inline=nyt-org
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/19/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-los-angeles-angels.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/19/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-los-angeles-angels.html
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Building off that momentum, Michael Conforto led off the bottom of the seventh with his 11th home 

run of the season, and the bullpen held on. 

 

 

 


