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Wisler solid, but bullpen allows 3 in 9th in defeat 

By Pat James and Aimee Sachs / MLB.com | 12:47 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Carlos Santana's RBI single sparked a three-run ninth inning for the Indians, who received another solid start from Corey Kluber and 
extended their winning streak to 11 games with a 5-3 victory over the Braves on Tuesday night at Turner Field. 

 Cleveland has won 11 games in a row during a single season for the first time since 1982, while Atlanta has now lost five of its past seven games 
since its season-high six-game winning streak. 

"They're a hot team right now," said Braves starter Matt Wisler, who picked up the no-decision. "That's 11 straight for them, so I knew I'd have to 
come in and shut the door on them, and Kluber threw really well tonight, so I was just trying to keep [us] in the ballgame as long as possible. I think 
the team played really well today. It was a tough matchup against Kluber, so to battle like that and everything is kind of good."  

The Tribe struck first in the opening frame, as Jason Kipnis scored on an RBI single by Jose Ramirez, and Francisco Lindor stole home to give the 
Indians a 2-0 lead. Wisler settled in after that, surrendering only three more hits over the next five innings. The Braves couldn't solve Kluber, 
though, who yielded one walk and no hits through the first five innings. 

Atlanta finally got its first hit off the right-hander in the sixth, when Erick Aybar reached on an infield single. The hit was the first of three allowed 
by Kluber in the frame, which was capped by Ender Inciarte's two-run single that tied the game at 2. 

Braves closer Arodys Vizcaino walked the first two batters he faced in the ninth, though, which led to the Indians taking the lead for good on 
Santana's single. 

"Ultimately, an 11-game winning streak doesn't really mean much if you don't continue to build on the momentum you have throughout that 
winning streak," Kluber said. "I just think we're trying to take it game by game and keep it rolling. At some point in time, we're going to lose a game, 
and then we're just going to have to start back over again the next day and win that one." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Base bandits: With runners on first and third and one out in the first inning, the Indians scratched across their second run of the game on a double 
steal by Ramirez and Lindor. As Braves catcher A.J. Pierzynski fired a throw to second to get Ramirez, Lindor broke for home and scored standing 
up. The Tribe entered Tuesday's game tied for third in the Majors with 58 stolen bases and added to that total with four. 

"First of all, you've got to have baserunners and it's got to be the right situation," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "But when you get the right 
guys on, the odds are in your favor. I thought [Lindor] did a really good job of reading that throw and forcing them into a mistake. When you get 
the right guys on and the times are good, we want to let them run." 

Braves break through: After five hitless innings, the Braves got to Kluber in the bottom of the sixth. Aybar broke up the no-hit bid with an infield 
single, the first Brave to reach base since Inciarte walked in the first inning, followed by an Emilio Bonifacio single. Wisler moved the runners to 
second and third with a sacrifice bunt, before Inciarte tied the game with a two-run single with two outs. 

Kluber excels again: Coming off his complete-game shutout of the Rays last Tuesday, Kluber continued his recent success against the Braves. After 
the right-hander surrendered a walk to the second batter of the game, he didn't allow a single baserunner until Atlanta's two-run sixth. Kluber (8-7) 
tossed only 87 pitches through his eight innings of work, and he finished his June 4-1 with a 2.17 ERA.   

"I thought he was very good," Francona said. "Through five innings, I think he had 49 or 50 pitches. The inning they scored two, he gave up the 
infield hit, a base hit and then Inciarte had a really nice at-bat, fouling off some pitches and getting a hit. But we never let them take the lead." 

Limiting damage: After giving up two runs in the top of the first inning, Wisler kept Atlanta in the game, collecting a career-high nine strikeouts in 
six innings of work, before the Braves tied it up in the bottom of the sixth.   
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"First-inning struggles [are] killing me again, so I've got to kind of figure that out, but besides that I kind of settled in after the first inning," Wisler 
said after the game. "I think the team picked me up in the sixth inning getting those two runs, so the team battled for us tonight and it's tough to 
come away with that loss." 

WHAT'S NEXT 
Indians: Cleveland will send Danny Salazar to the mound looking to complete the three-game sweep of the Braves and increase its winning streak 
to 12. The right-hander is a perfect 4-0 in four June starts, posting a 2.42 ERA and limiting opposing hitters to a .170 batting average. He 
surrendered two runs and lasted just four innings in his only career start against the Braves on Aug. 27, 2013. First pitch is slated for 7:10 p.m. ET. 

Braves: Atlanta looks to end the Indians' winning streak and avoid a sweep in Wednesday's series finale. Joel De La Cruz, 27, will make his Major 
League debut against the Indians, with first pitch set for 7:10 ET. 

 

Wisler bounces back after rough 1st vs. Tribe 

Young right-hander strikes out career-high 9 in loss to Indians 

By Aimee Sachs / Special to MLB.com | 12:22 AM ET  

ATLANTA -- Braves right-hander Matt Wisler has struggled early in games of late, but he found a way to keep his team in the game against 
Cleveland. 

After giving up two runs in first inning of Tuesday night's 5-3 loss to the Indians, Wisler turned in his team-leading 11th quality start and struck out 
a career-high nine batters, notching a no-decision for his efforts. 

"The more he was out there, the better he got, I thought," Braves manager Brian Snitker said. "So that's good, that's a positive thing right there in 
this ballgame. Again, we're talking about a young starter. Every pitch he throws in these games is a learning thing for him, and it's something good, 
and [he] did a really fine job of keeping that ballgame right there for us to come back, and we did." 

Wisler gave up three straight one-out singles in the first, with Jose Ramirez delivering an RBI single for the first run. Francisco Lindor later swiped 
home on a double steal to make it 2-0. 

Wisler settled in after that and retired 10 of the last 11 batters he faced. 

"I think I started making better pitches," Wisler said. "I think I came out trying to throw the ball aggressively tonight. I think that I just missed with a 
couple of spots and they put good [bats] on it, found some holes. After that I kind of settled in and started hitting my spots a little better, and I had 
a little bit better bite to my slider." 

Wisler laid down a sacrifice bunt in the bottom of the sixth to set the stage for Ender Inciarte's two-run single that tied the game, 2-2. But 
Cleveland struck for three runs in the top of the ninth, and the Braves were unable to come back despite a solo home run by Jace Peterson in the 
bottom of the inning. 

 

Swanson selected for 2016 Futures Game 

Shortstop ranks 6th overall on MLBPipeline.com's Top 100 Prospects list 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | June 28th, 2016  

ATLANTA -- Dansby Swanson will have an opportunity to interact and compete with some of baseball's other elite prospects during this year's 
SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game. 

Swanson was the only player from the Braves organization selected to participate in the Futures Game, which will be played at San Diego's Petco 
Park on July 10. This marks the first time the highly-regarded shortstop has been eligible to compete in this event, which annually pits the top 
prospects from the United States against the World team, which consists of top prospects from foreign countries. 

Fred McGriff, who currently serves as a special advisor for the Braves, will serve as the U.S. team's first-base coach. 

Swanson has batted .277 with six home runs and a .807 OPS while playing for both Class A Advanced Carolina and Double-A Mississippi this season. 
The 22-year-old suburban Atlanta native was selected by the D-backs with the top overall pick in the 2015 MLB Draft. He was acquired by the 
Braves in December. 

MLBPipeline.com ranks Swanson as baseball's sixth-best overall prospect and the top prospect in Atlanta's system. 
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After hitting .333 with a .967 OPS in 21 games with Carolina, Swanson earned a promotion to Mississippi near the end of April. He fared well during 
his three weeks at the Double-A level and then produced a .506 OPS from May 23-June 18. But he entered Tuesday with eight hits, including a 
double and a home run, in his past 19 at-bats. 

The Futures Game is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. ET. MLB Network will provide exclusive television coverage and MLB.com will live stream the 
game. 

 

Fort Bragg Game about more than baseball for Francoeur 

Braves outfielder relishes opportunity to interact with military personnel 

By Mark Bowman / MLB.com | @mlbbowman | 1:27 PM ET  

ATLANTA -- Though the opportunity to participate in the first regular-season Major League Baseball game ever played on an active military base is 
certainly appealing, Braves outfielder Jeff Francoeur and some of his teammates are every bit as excited about the opportunity to spend a portion 
of this weekend interacting with military personnel stationed at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

"The excitement more than anything is about the experience," Francoeur said. "We're going to get a chance to hang out in the mess hall and spend 
the day honestly just hanging with those guys, which for us, what an honor." 

After playing Saturday afternoon at Turner Field, the Braves and the Marlins will fly to North Carolina to prepare for the Fort Bragg Game, which 
will begin Sunday at 8 p.m. ET and will be shown on ESPN. During the morning and afternoon hours leading up to this unique event, players, 
coaches and executives from both teams will interact with military personnel and tour portions of the base, which stands as the largest active 
military base in the world. 

"I'm sure [the military members] will be excited to watch a ballgame on Sunday night on ESPN, but I think more than anything, we'll be looking 
forward to spending the morning and afternoon hanging out with those guys," Francoeur said. "It's just an honor to be with them. It's not like 
they're forced to go into [the military]. They make the decision to serve our country and be the backbone that keeps us safe." 

The Braves and the Marlins will play the game within a 12,500-seat stadium that was recently constructed courtesy of funds supplied by Major 
League Baseball and the Major League Baseball Players Association. This intimate Spring Training-like structure will be filled with soldiers and family 
members who are currently stationed at Fort Bragg. 

Dating back more than a decade to his earliest days with the Braves, Francoeur has long been a fervent supporter of any activity involving military 
members. He has routinely visited military bases located throughout the country, and savored the opportunity to learn a little more about what it 
takes to become a Navy Seal or a U.S. Army Ranger. 

"We grind every day doing this and that and putting pressure on ourselves," Francoeur said. "Yet these guys have lost friends [in the battlefield]. 
We gripe about it being hot in Atlanta, and these guys are full suit running sprints and doing obstacle courses. 

"There's a humility and admiration for just what they do. It's unbelievable when you see those Navy Seals out there. They could run circles around 
us. It's just an honor to be around those guys and see what they do." 

 

Berrios, Difo among top prospect performers Tuesday 

Twins' No. 1 prospect allows one hit in seven frames, Nats' No. 6 records career-high seven RBIs 

By William Boor / MLB.com | 2:31 AM ET  

Jose Berrios followed up his best start of the year with a no-hit bid and an outing that was equally impressive. 

The No. 15 overall prospect took a no-hitter into the seventh, but lost it on a one-out double -- the lone hit he allowed in seven scoreless frames. 
Berrios threw 64 of his 96 pitches for strikes, walking three and striking out six. 

This all came after the Twins' top prospect needed just 88 pitches to throw eight scoreless innings in his previous start. 

Berrios will have his 15-inning scoreless streak on the line the next time he takes the mound, looking to build on the success he generated in the 
month of June, when he went 4-1 with a 2.02 ERA in 35 2/3 innings. 

The rest of the best performances from top prospects Tuesday: 

• A trio of top prospects put their offensive prowess on display under the bright lights at the Texas League All-Star Game. Alex Bregman (Astros' No. 
1, No. 15 overall) hit a two-run homer in his first at-bat and later added another hit, going 2-for-3 before he was taken out. Bregman's teammate 
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on the South squad, Ryan Cordell (Rangers' No. 14) had some offensive fireworks of his own, going 3-for-5 with a homer and four RBIs. Cordell was 
rewarded with the game's MVP Award. Cardinals' No. 10 prospect Harrison Bader went 4-for-5 for the North. 

• Andrew Benintendi (Red Sox's No. 3) had a pretty good day. The No. 21 overall prospect was named to the All-Star Futures Game then followed 
that up with his second four-hit game of the year and his first with Double-A Portland. The Sea Dogs came up short, losing 10-9 to Trenton, but 
Benintendi hit a pair of doubles and drove in a run in a 4-for-5 game. 

• A pair of top Rangers' prospects pitched Class A Hickory to a win over Columbia.Rangers No. 1 prospect Dillon Tate (No. 31 overall) started the 
game and struck out three in two scoreless innings. A few frames later, Jonathan Hernandez (Rangers' No. 26) came in to finish it off. Hernandez 
threw four scoreless innings, struck out six and surrendered one hit. 

• Sean Reid-Foley's (Blue Jays' No. 3) scoreless streak reached 19 innings before he gave up a pair of runs in the third inning of Class A Advanced 
Dunedin's 10-7 win over Lakeland. However, those were the only runs Reid-Foley allowed over his six innings.Blue Jays' No. 1 prospect Anthony 
Alford went 1-for-3 with a homer and two RBIs. The No. 37 prospect also scored a pair of runs. 

• Scouts have wondered whether Mets' No. 1 prospect Dominic Smith will hit for power and although he didn't hit a lot of homers initially in the 
Minors, his is starting to show as he's homered in three of his past five games. The No. 46 overall prospectset a career-high with his seventh homer 
in a 1-for-4, two-RBI game for Double-A Binghamton. 

• Blue Jays' No. 12 prospect Ryan Borucki threw another gem for Class A Lansing in its 4-1 win over Great Lakes. The left-hander struck out six over 
seven scoreless innings and gave up four hits. Over his last 21 innings -- spanning three starts -- Borucki has given up two runs and fanned 23. 

• Braves' No. 11 prospect Mike Soroka twirled his first professional complete game and lowered his ERA to 2.77 in the first half of Class A Rome's 
twin bill. The 2015 first-round selection gave up one run on two hits and a walk in seven innings. Soroka also tied his season-high with seven 
strikeouts. 

• Carson Sands (Cubs' No. 23) led Class A South Bend to a 3-0 win over Lake County with seven scoreless innings. Sands, whom the Cubs selected in 
the fourth round of the 2014 Draft, walked one, gave up three hits and struck out four. 

"It was awesome," Sands told MiLB.com. "My grandparents came tonight and watched me pitch for the first time since high school. It was really 
great to have them in the stands like the old days. They drove 13 hours to get here and I'm just beyond blessed to have family that will do 
something like that." 

• Alex Young (D-backs' No. 3) continues to carve his way through opposing lineups. The left-hander led Class A Kane County to a 2-0 win over 
Burlington with seven scoreless innings. Young struck out six, gave up four hits and lowered his ERA to 2.16. 

• The Triple-A Columbus Clippers scored just one run against Lehigh Valley, but that was all they needed with Adam Plutko (Indians' No. 14) on the 
mound. The right-hander continued his stellar season with seven scoreless innings of three-hit ball. Plutko walked one, fanned five and lowered his 
ERA to 1.93. 

"Early on, I thought my command with my fastball was a little erratic," Plutko told MiLB.com. "But I stayed with that and got my curveball going 
early. The slow and fast speeds kept their hitters off balance as the game went on." 

• Mets' No. 11 prospect Jhoan Urena put together his second three-hit game of the season for Class A Advanced St. Lucie in an 11-9 loss to 
Charlotte. The third baseman went 3-for-4 and drove in three, a season-high. 

• Wilmer Difo (Nationals' No. 6) isn't a big RBI guy. He had just 13 through the first 72 games this year, but that all changed for Double-A Harrisburg 
as Difo went 4-for-5 with a career-high seven RBIs in a 13-10 win. Difo hit his second career grand slam in the game and finished a triple shy of the 
cycle. 

• Orioles' No. 27 prospect Adrian Marin hit his third homer of the year and set a career-high with five RBIs for Double-A Bowie in its loss to 
Harrisburg. The 22-year-old shortstop went 3-for-4, his fourth three-hit game this season. 

• Phillies' No. 19 prospect Rhys Hoskins continues to swing a hot bat. The first baseman went 4-for-4 for Double-A Reading in a 7-2 win over Erie 
and has hits in seven of his past eight games, including multiple hits in five. The four-hit game was the first of the year for Hoskins, who has raised 
his batting average from .270 to .289 during his hot streak. 

2016 Draft picks 

• Jameson Fisher, the White Sox fourth-round selection, hit the first two homers of his professional career, going 2-for-4 with four RBIs for Rookie-
level Great Falls. 

• Nationals' sixth-round pick Tres Barrera went 1-for-3 with his first professional homer for Class A Short Season Auburn. 
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Salazar, Tribe eye 12th straight vs. Braves 

By Aimee Sachs / Special to MLB.com |   

In search of their 12th straight win and a series sweep, the Indians will give the ball to right-hander Danny Salazar, who enters Wednesday's game 
on a winning streak of his own. 

Salazar (9-3, 2.40 ERA) has won his last five starts, posting a 2.53 ERA during that stretch. The right-hander issued five walks in the Tribe's 9-3 win 
over the Tigers on Friday, allowing three runs on four hits with three strikeouts in 5 2/3 innings. 

The Braves announced after Tuesday's loss that Joel De La Cruz will get the start in Wednesday's finale and make his Major League debut. De La 
Cruz went 1-3 with a 4.63 ERA in 21 games this season with Triple-A Gwinnett, five of which were starts. In those five starts, De La Cruz pitched 26 
2/3 innings with a 3.38 ERA. 

Things to know about this game 

• Salazar has pitched well on the road this season, going 4-2 with a 3.09 ERA. 

• Only a handful of Braves have faced Salazar before. Atlanta shortstop Erick Aybar has two hits in seven at-bats against him, while Emilio Bonifacio 
is 1-for-5 against Salazar. 

• Braves center fielder Ender Inciarte is tied for the National League lead with nine outfield assists this season. His 29 since 2014 is second-best in 
the Majors, only behind Yoenis Cespedes, who has 34. 

 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Indians score 3 in ninth off Vizcaino to beat Braves 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

One of baseball’s cardinal sins is walking a leadoff hitter, particularly in the late innings of a close game. 

Braves closer Arodys Vizcaino didn’t just walk the leadoff hitter in the ninth inning of a tied game Tuesday against the Indians, he walked the first 
two. Both scored in a messy three-run inning that lifted the Indians to a 5-3 win against the Braves at Turner Field, extending their winning streak 
to 11 games. 

The Braves didn’t go quietly in their half of the ninth as Jace Peterson homered, Jeff Francoeur got ejected and tossed his cap on the field after an 
out call at first base was reviewed and upheld, and Freddie Freeman hit a two-out triple off the wall. 

 “Good Lord, we got the tying run to the plate there,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said, again lauding the resilience of his team. “We’re 
kind of dead in the water again, next thing you know here they come again. I’m like, holy smokes. They don’t quit. I thought Freddie’s ball was out. 
Even then, I’m thinking anything can happen. We’ve got the right guys up there at that point in time, and I liked our chances.” 

But when Nick Markakis flied out to deep left, the Braves had their fifth loss in seven games since a six-game winning streak. 

“We keep battling, man. We keep playing, we’re never giving up,” said Ender Inciarte, who had a game-tying two-run single in the sixth inning and 
was called out on the close play at first base for the second out in the ninth, after Peterson’s homer and before Freeman’s triple. 

Inciarte’s grounder pulled first baseman Carlos Santana off first base, and he tossed the ball to pitcher Cody Allen, who bobbled it a bit as he 
arrived simultaneously at first base with Inciarte. The Braves challenged the call, it stood upon review, and Francoeur was ejected by first-base 
umpire and crew chief Hunter Wendelstedt for shouting from the dugout after the challenge ruling. Francoeur then tossed his hat onto the field. 

“I felt like I beat the throw; he didn’t even have the ball, and then still (called) an out,” Inciarte said. “So I don’t know what (the umpires reviewing 
video replays are) doing in New York, I don’t know what the deal is.” 

Absorbing his third loss in his past 12 appearances, Vizcaino (1-3) was charged with two hits, three runs, two walks and a wild pitch in two-thirds of 
an inning, with two of the runs unearned after a two-out error by shortstop Erick Aybar. 

“That’s tough when that happens, but it does happen,” Snitker said of the two walks to start the three-run innning. “I’ve seen it happen to really 
good closers. That’s why those guys have to have a short memory.” 

Braves starter Matt Wisler gave up two runs and three hits in the first inning, while his teammates didn’t get a hit until the sixth inning or hit a fly 
ball until the seventh. For much of the early season that would’ve been a certain recipe for defeat for the Braves. 
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But the Braves have made comebacks a thing in recent weeks, and Wisler has made adjustments and pitched more effectively after some rough 
first innings. Wisler had a career-high nine strikeouts with two walks in six innings, and the Indians got only three hits in five scoreless innings 
against him after the first. 

“The more he was out there, the better he got,” Snitker said. “That’s a positive thing in this ballgame. Again, you’re talking about a young starter. 
Every pitch he throws in these games is a learning thing for him. He did a really fine job of keeping that ballgame right there for us to come back, 
and we did.” 

Indians starter Corey Kluber dominated the Braves through five innings, facing the minimum 15 batters in that span and inducing a double-play 
grounder by Freeman to end the first inning after Inciarte drew a one-out walk. 

They didn’t have another runner reach base until Aybar reached on an infield single to start the sixth inning, a hit that could’ve been ruled an error 
on shortstop Francisco Lindor. The official scorer could breathe a little easier when Emilio Bonifacio followed with a clean single up the middle. 

After a Wisler sacrifice and a Jace Peterson strikeout, Inciarte fouled off six consecutive pitches to start his at-bat and singled on a 1-2 count to 
drive in two runs to tie, 2-2. 

“Ender had as good an at-bat as I’ve seen all year,” Snitker said. “You talk about grinding, battling in an at-bat, that’s the definition of it right there. 
That’s how you do it.” 

Wisler gave up three consecutive one-out singles in the first inning, with Jose Ramirez’s hit driving in the first run and a double-steal scoring Lindor 
for a 2-0 lead. 

Wisler’s first-inning batting average allowed is .294, while he’s limited opponents’ to a .232 average after the first. 

 

Braves Francoeur ejected for arguing replay call 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Braves outfielder Jeff Francoeur is no fan of baseball’s replay system. So, he decided to express his displeasure with an animated rant on Tuesday 
night. 

With the Braves attempting to rally in the ninth inning, Francoeur was ejected from the game after Ender Inciarte was called out at first base for 
the second out of the inning. It was close play as it appeared Inciarte might have beaten Indians pitcher Cody Allen to the bag, or arrived 
simultaneously. 

“It’s pointless. I hate to say, but I don’t understand why we have replay when … I get it when it’s really close. But I went and looked at it 15 more 
times,” Francoeur said. “Inciarte’s foot might have beat him to the base, bam-bam, and if it didn’t he didn’t even have control of the ball, so it’s 
like, I just wonder what they’re looking at and what the plan is.” 

After the call was upheld, Francoeur shouted in protest from the dugout, got ejected by first-base umpire and crew chief Hunter Wendelstedt, then 
threw his hat onto the field and marched towards the umpires in protest. He was restrained by the coaching staff. 

“At one point Hunter Wendelstedt was asking me why I was yelling at him,” Francoeur said. “I get it, you’re talking to (umpires) in New York; it’s 
not that I’m yelling at him, I’m just yelling at the whole process.” 

This season, the Braves have seemed to get the short end of more than their share of controversial replay calls. Some have been upheld after in the 
late innings of close games. 

Inciarte believes the same thing happened Tuesday. If he had been on base when Freddie Freeman hit a triple in the ninth, he would’ve scored. 

“For me it’s really frustrating because it seems like the review always happens to me, so I’m always the guy who’s waiting for the call,” he said. “ 
But as soon as he called me out, I knew what was coming, because it always happens the same way. I was mad. It was good to see Frenchy having 
our backs.” 

Braves interim manager Brian Snitker defended the display by Francoeur. 

“Just kind of emotion right there,” Snitker said. “Guys are fighting hard. We’ve been an emotional team for a while now, as you’ve seen in some of 
the games we’ve won. Guy wants to win; can’t fault anybody for that. I just wondered if had had control of the ball, that was my big thing.” 

Inciarte said he hopes to see the Braves get a replay-review decision go in their favor eventually. 

“I just hope it doesn’t keep happening because it’s been the whole year, just déjà vu,” he said. “We’re just going to do our thing and hopefully they 
realize they can maybe overturn it one time.” 



Teheran’s start bumped to Friday; ‘Folty’ could start Thursday 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Joel De La Cruz will start Wednesday for the Braves in his major league debut against Cleveland, and Mike Foltynewicz could return from the 
disabled list to start Thursday for the Braves instead of making a second minor-league rehab start. 

The Braves quietly bumped Julio Teheran back a day from Thursday to Friday, the move not announced but instead appearing in the pitching-
probables section of the team’s daily game notes. That move will give their ace an extra day of rest and would allow Foltynewicz to start on regular 
rest (four days) coming off his first rehab start. 

Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said after Tuesday’s game against the Indians that the Braves were still discussing the possibility of starting 
Foltynewicz on Thursday. 

Left-handed reliever Matt Marksberry was optioned late Tuesday to Triple-A Gwinnett to open a spot for De La Cruz, 27, a right-hander who 
pitched eight innings of three-run ball Friday and has a 3.38 ERA in five starts since moving from the Gwinnett bullpen. He’ll make his big-league 
debut against the surging Indians, who’ve won 11 in a row. 

Foltynewicz allowed one hit and no walks with five strikeouts in five innings in his first rehab start for Triple-A Gwinnett Saturday, throwing 43 
strikes in 65 pitches. He had been scheduled to raise his pitch count to about 90 in a second rehab start before rejoining the Braves rotation, but 
the demotion of struggling rookie Aaron Blair and strained oblique for rookie John Gant have created an urgency. 

Foltynewicz has been on the DL for one month after being diagnosed with bone spurs in his pitching elbow. An MRI showed no structural damage 
and he was assured it would not put him at risk of further injury to pitch with the condition, as long as he was comfortable and didn’t alter his 
pitching mechanics. 

He said after his rehab start Saturday that he felt good mentally and physically. 

Teheran ranks second among major league starters in WHIP (walks-plus-hits per inning pitched) at 0.89, ninth in ERA (2.46) and seventh in innings 
(106). He’s on pace to top his career-high 221 innings in 2014, after totaling 200 2/3 innings last season (his second-highest total). 

Teheran has pitched well on an extra rest in the past, including his last start Saturday when he pitched eight scoreless innings against the Mets on 
two extra days’ rest. 

Moving Teheran back to Friday means he would make two starts before the All-Star break instead of the three he would’ve made if he’d stayed on 
schedule. Instead of starting Thursday, then July 5 at Philadelphia and July 10 at Chicago (White Sox) in the last game before the break, he would 
presumably start Friday and then make only one more start before the break, that on July 6 at Philadelphia. 

If that’s the case, Teheran’s chances of being named to the All-Star team would likely increase, since All-Star managers choose pitchers they know 
will be rested enough for their teams to permit them to pitch in the All-Star game (July 12). 

 

Gant to Braves’ DL with strained oblique, now what? 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Just when John Gant seemed poised to keep a spot in the Braves’ injury-thinned starting rotation at least through the All-Star break, the rookie 
strained an oblique muscle in his left side Tuesday and was placed on the 15-day disabled list. 

“Yeah, it’s frustrating to get into the swing of things and then have to kind of take a back seat for a minute,” Gant said after the roster move 
Wednesday. “But I’ll bounce back.” 

The Braves recalled right-hander Casey Kelly from Triple-A Gwinnett to give them an extra arm in the bullpen for now. 

Gant has bounced back and forth between Triple-A and the majors all season. He’s struggled as a big league reliever – 6.17 ERA, .326 opponents’ 
average in seven appearances – but has a 3.38 ERA and .235 opponents’ average in four games as a starter. 

“I hate it for him,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said of the injury. “He was throwing good. I don’t know if I’ve seen (an oblique strain) 
pitching-wise; usually it’s a hitting thing. But they’re just such a touchy thing, it’s going to be a while probably before he can get out there and get 
rotational and torque (pitches) and all that.” 

The Braves announced late Tuesday that right-hander Joel De La Cruz, 27, would be brought up from Triple-A to start Wednesday against the 
Indians in his major league debut. He pitched eight innings of three-run ball Friday in his fifth start since moving from the bullpen, and has a 3.38 
ERA as a starter at Gwinnett. 
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Mike Foltynewicz is nearing a return from the DL and is in line to start Thursday if the Braves have him skip his last scheduled minor league rehab 
start. Julio Teheran has already been moved to Friday, giving him an extra day of rest and presumably clearing the way for Foltynewicz’s return. 

They haven’t decided who’ll replace Gant in the rotation, but Snitker indicated they would not rush Aaron Blair back to the majors after sending the 
struggling rookie down to Triple-A this week. Wednesday would’ve been Blair’s next turn. 

The Braves could piece together a start in Gant’s vacated spot by using Tyrell Jenkins working the first four or five innings. Jenkins, who made his 
major league debut with four relief innings Tuesday, had been a starter at Gwinnett before moving to the bullpen last month in order to get him on 
clearer and quicker path to the majors. 

 

Braves running out of options for injury-riddled pitching rotation 

By Jaylon Thompson - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

The Braves have the most pitching prospects of any organization, unfortunately none are quite ready to plug one of the holes in an injury-depleted 
rotation right now. 

Only Julio Teheran, Bud Norris and Matt Wisler have avoided injury in recent weeks. The trio is a combined 9-21 on the season, with Wisler and 
Norris holding an identical 4.22 ERA. 

Teheran has been dominant, but he’s had the worst run support in the majors and can’t carry the rotation alone. He has a 2.46 ERA and is second 
behind the Dodgers’ Clayton Kershaw with a 0.89 WHIP (walks + hits over innings pitched). 

The starting rotation got weaker on Monday when pitcher John Gant went on the 15-day disabled list. He suffered a left oblique strain in the third 
inning against the Indians. 

“I hate it for him as he was throwing good,” Braves interim manager Brian Snitker said. “It is such a touchy thing that it is going to be awhile before 
he can actually get out there.” 

Gant, who is 1-2 with a 4.45 ERA, was pitching well. As a starter, he has had some great performances—most recently against the New York Mets 
on June 17. 

In that game, he went 6 2/3 innings and allowed one run. He also struck out five batters with the mix of his fastball and breaking pitches. 

Gant becomes the third starter to be shelved as he joined fellow pitchers Mike Foltynewicz (bone spurs in elbow) and Williams Perez (rotator cuff 
strain). 

Now with limited arms, the Braves don’t have many options. 

They have two games this week where the starter was still undetermined as of Tueday afternoon. Snitker said they could piece together a start by 
stretching out reliever Tyrell Jenkins, who had been a Triple-A Gwinnett starter until moving to the bullpen last month, a move that hastened his 
promotion to the majors. 

Jenkins pitched four innings on Monday and allowed four runs in relief of John Gant. 

“It is always an option especially with what Tyrell (Jenkins) went through yesterday,” he said. “He needs a couple days off but that is something we 
have been talking about also.” 

One possible option is to activate Foltynewicz from the disabled list. He is scheduled to make one more rehab start at Triple-A Gwinnett on 
Thursday, but the Braves could instead have him return to the major league rotation sooner than expected. 

The tentative plan was to have him return when the team plays on the road for two starts before the All-Star break. 

Foltynewicz says he feels good after a recent bullpen session and is waiting to get the official word. 

“It’s coming along really well and I don’t feel that much pain anymore after my normal day-to-day routines,” he said. “I feel good about it and all 
the doctors said it is no structural damage in there. That puts me at ease of mind and I am going out to get ready to pitch.” 

One player not returning is rookie pitcher Aaron Blair. Snitker has said that rookie is not in the team’s plan to fill a rotation spot again so soon. 

Blair is 0-5 with a 7.99 ERA in 11 starts. He has struggled with keeping the ball in the ballpark, allowing eight home runs and losing confidence in his 
secondary pitches. 

The Braves want him to regain his form, so they plan to get him more starts in Triple-A before placing back into the rotation. 



“I think we need to stay with that,” he said. “I think last time he pitched three innings. I think he needs some starts down there and we need to 
think about him than our needs in that situation.” 

The next few games should help identify the Braves plan. 

“We are kind of in that day-to-day mode thing again that we tried to stay away from a while there,” Snitker said. “It is one of those things that you 
go through and we will handle it.” 

 

Braves prospect Swanson to play in All-Star Futures Game 

By David O'Brien - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 

Thirteen months after being the first player selected in the major league June draft, Braves shortstop prospect Dansby Swanson will play against 
many of the other top prospects in baseball at the All-Star Futures Game. 

Swanson, 22, was the only Braves prospect selected to play in the annual game July 10 at San Diego’s Petco Park, part of the events and festivities 
leading up to the major league All-Star game July 12 at Petco. The former Marietta High School and Vanderbilt star will play for the U.S. team in the 
game against the World squad. 

Braves special advisor Fred McGriff will served as first-base coach for the U.S. 

In his first full minor league season, Swanson was hitting a combined .277 with 29 extra-base hits (six homers), 10 stolen bases and an .807 OPS in 
69 games before Tuesday, including .254 with five homers and a .741 OPS in 48 games (217 at-bats) at Double-A Mississippi after starting the 
season at advanced Single-A Carolina. 

Swanson was 12-for-38 (.316) with five extra-base hits, seven RBIs and a .907 OPS in his past 10 games before Tuesday. 

Fellow Braves shortstop prospect Ozzie Albies, 19, was not selected to the Futures Game this year after being the youngest player in the game a 
year ago. 

Albies has hit a combined .281 with 24 extra-base hits, 10 stolen bases and a .739 OPS in 77 games this season in Double-A and Triple-A, including 
.247 with a .304 OBP and .352 slugging percentage in 55 games since a promotion to Triple-A Gwinnett, where he’s the youngest player in the 
Triple-A International League. 

Swanson and Albies are expected to become the Braves’ middle-infield combination for years to come, and both could make their major league 
debuts later this season. The Braves will eventually move one of them to second base, but haven’t said yet which one will be switched. 

 

The Macon Telegraph 

Braves searching for that next special duo 

BY BILL SHANKS 

Baseball has its stars, but baseball also has its great duos of players. It seems many good teams have a pair of position players who can define an 
era. 

The Braves have had great duos in the 51 years the franchise has been in Atlanta. The first was Hank Aaron and Rico Carty, who played together 
from 1966 through 1972. Carty missed two of those seasons with injuries, but he was a very consistent bat to complement the greatest home run 
hitter of all-time. 

Joe Torre, Ralph Garr and Darrell Evans also joined Aaron in the first decade of Atlanta Braves baseball. 

It wasn’t until the 1978 season that Atlanta got another great duo. Dale Murphy was a struggling catcher the same spring the Braves took third 
baseman Bob Horner with the first pick of the June draft. Horner skipped the minor leagues and immediately went to Atlanta. 

Murphy and Horner, Horner and Murphy, were the faces of “America’s Team.” Yes, that’s what the Braves were called back in the 1980s. The 
games were beamed all over the country on TBS, and Murphy and Horner became household names. 

Murphy and Horner were the first real stars of the Atlanta Braves. No offense to Aaron, but he did play 12 years with the Milwaukee Braves. 
Murphy and Horner were young players who were adored, as they couldn’t go anywhere in this state without being mobbed by fans. 
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Murphy and Horner were together for nine seasons. Then in 1990, the Ron Gant-David Justice era started. Justice actually replaced Murphy, while 
Gant had come up a few years earlier. 

Gant and Justice were together when the Braves became special, in the early 1990s. They would have been together for more than four years if 
Gant had not gotten injured on a motorbike in 1994, which ended his career in Atlanta. 

Then in 1997, the Jones boys took over the Braves. Chipper Jones and Andruw Jones became the faces of the franchise as the century turned. They 
were together for 11 full seasons. We know Chipper will end up in Cooperstown, and don’t be shocked one day if Andruw joins him. 

When the “Baby Braves” burst onto the scene in 2005, they were led by Brian McCann and Jeff Francoeur, two Atlanta players who quickly became 
fan favorites. They were best friends, and for five seasons, they were in the middle of the Braves’ lineup. 

Two more good friends took over in 2011, when Jason Heyward and Freddie Freeman became the core of the Braves. They were together for four 
seasons before Heyward was traded to the St. Louis Cardinals 19 months ago. 

The Braves are now searching for their next big duo. Freeman is still around, but he’s the only star. Dansby Swanson and Ozzie Albies are expected 
to be up soon, and they could man the middle infield for years to come. But will they fall in line with the others as stars, or will they be 
complementary players? 

Pitching has been the focus of the rebuilding, and that’s the best way to go. But now the Braves must find their next duo of position players. 
Perhaps it’s someone to join Freeman, and maybe Swanson is that player. Swanson is also an Atlanta product, and when he takes the field at 
SunTrust Park in April, he’ll be only a few miles from where he grew up. 

The Braves need to get that next special group of position players who can be in the middle of the lineup into the 2020s. There are good players on 
the way, including Austin Riley, Dustin Peterson, Albies and Swanson. But more are needed. 

It seems the best way to get those special players is to take ace pitcher Julio Teheran and trade him. Teheran can probably fetch two great position 
player prospects in return, and that would greatly help Atlanta’s rebuilding process. 

Whether they sign free agents, make trades or get prospects to develop, the Braves need that next duo of stars. It could define the team into the 
next decade. 

 

Naples Daily News 

Collier moving forward with Braves' discussions 

Laura Layden, Naples Daily News 

Collier County is still in the game. 

On Tuesday, county commissioners voted unanimously to continue talks with the Atlanta Braves. 

County staff has the go-ahead to evaluate the opportunity to bring the team here for spring training and to report the results back to the board for 
action. 

An analysis of the multimillion-dollar stadium project isn't expected to go back to commissioners until the fall, likely after three new commissioners 
are elected. 

Three commissioners aren't running for re-election, so it's unclear how much support the stadium will have when the proposal gets back to the 
board later this year. 

Commissioner Tim Nance motioned to approve the feasibility study. Though he's not seeking re-election, Nance said the only way the new board 
could make an informed decision is to have the study done, so he supported it. 

"You simply have to develop a pro forma so everyone understands what the true cost-benefit analysis is," he said. 

He said the analysis might help the county determine who might be partners in the project. 

Commissioner Tom Henning, who is also giving up his seat on the board, seconded Nance's motion. 

"I don't mind kicking this down the road to allow that debate with a new board. However, personally, I have concerns about the rate of return. I 
mean there are some benefits, obviously, bringing in that type of sport into the community, but I'm always looking at what is the cost and what is 
the return." 



County Commissioner Penny Taylor, who isn't up for re-election this year, said she remains concerned the stadium won't be a good investment for 
the community. She voted in favor of the feasibility study, however, saying she'll be interested in seeing the data that will come from it. 

A preferred site for the stadium has been identified at City Gate, a 288-acre commercial project off Collier Boulevard near Interstate 75. The project 
could include ball fields on neighboring county-owned land, which could be used by residents and organizations. 

Nicole Johnson, director of growth management and planning for the Conservancy of Southwest Florida, raised questions about development on 
the county-owned land, saying it might bring too much traffic to nearby roads that aren't ready for it, threaten hydrological restoration and tamper 
with an important environmental flow way. 

The conservancy has taken no position on whether a stadium should be built in the county. The group's top concern, Johnson said, is "location, 
location, location." 

Based on an initial proposal done by a private company in Naples, a spring training stadium could cost the county nearly $135 million in tourist tax 
dollars to build, finance, operate and maintain over 30 years. 

The county could pay a little over $3 million a year to start, and its payments could increase yearly until more than doubling in 30 years to $6.4 
million. 

The state makes up to $20 million available to any county that agrees to match the funds for a single-team project and up to $50 million for two-
team stadiums. 

A team lease could generate $1.1 million a year, and naming rights could add another $300,000 in revenues annually, helping to support the 
project.  

Louis Piche, a field director for Americans for Prosperity in Southwest Florida, said he's worried about how much it would cost to subsidize the 
stadium. 

"We believe in the free market, so we believe that if the Atlanta Braves want to come here and spend their money to have the stadium, we're for 
that," he said. "What we're not for is taxpayer money going to the Atlanta Braves for the stadium." 

Piche questioned the return on investment if the project were publicly funded — and how many local jobs the project would create for such a big 
investment. 

Jason Hartgrave, chairman of the Libertarian Party of Collier County, echoed Piche's concerns, saying his group is not in favor of spending taxpayer 
money on the project. 

With the power of the Internet, he said, there are all sorts of innovative ways of raising money, including crowdsourcing. 

"We would welcome the opportunity for the Braves," he said. "But let's make this a free market solution." 

Ron Rice, president and owner of City Gate, said he's all for having the Braves at his expansive development. If the ballpark goes on his property, 
Rice plans to sell the land to the county, which would then lease it to the Braves. 

"I think it might be a wonderful opportunity to create some jobs, and we have the land to accept that opportunity," Rice said. 

 

Fox 4 Florida 

Efforts to lure Braves to Collier for spring training gaining momentum 

Karl Fortier 

The prospect of Atlanta Braves making their spring training home in Collier County gained more traction Tuesday, as county commissioners 
discussed whether to move forward with efforts to attract the major league team. 

While most commissioners are rooting for the Braves to have a spring training stadium in their county, Commissioner Penny Taylor made it clear 
that she doesn't see the point in spending millions of tax dollars to lure the team. She believes the money would be better spent building sports 
complexes for the area's youth. 

"My priorities are the future of this community, and not o underwrite baseball," Taylor said at the commission's regular meeting Tuesday. "I don't 
think professional baseball has anything to do with our economic growth." 

Ron Rice owns property in the City Gate area near I-75 and Collier Boulevard that the Braves eyeing for a possible stadium. He says that the site 
could offer sports for kids and professionals. 
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"Here's what I'm hoping, is that we can find a home for Penny Taylor's sports complex, and in front of it, put the Braves," Rice said. 

Commissioner Tim Nance said that spending a few million in county dollars to build the Braves a new stadium would benefit a bigger team. 

"The businesses, the hotels and everything that goes with it, are where the compound economic benefit can arise from," Nance said. 

Jason Hartgrave of the Libertarian Party of Collier County disagrees with taxpayer money helping to fund a new stadium. 

"If the Braves decided that it would be a good investment to come and be in our community, then they would put up the money to do that," 
Hartgrave said. 

Commissioners previously voted down another site on Collier Boulevard in which the Braves showed interest, but Tuesday voted to have county 
staff study the feasibility of the City Gate site. 

The Braves hope to have a new spring training site by 2019. They are still considering sites in Sarasota and Palm Beach Counties. 

 

Associated Press 

Going to 11: Indians enjoy longest winning streak in 34 years 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA -- Corey Kluber insists no one in the Cleveland clubhouse is talking about the Indians' longest winning streak in 34 years. 

Outside those walls, however, the Indians are big news as the hottest team in the majors. 

Carlos Santana hit a tie-breaking single in Cleveland's three-run ninth inning, Kluber allowed only three hits in eight innings and the Indians beat 
the Atlanta Braves 5-3 on Tuesday night for their 11th straight win. 

The winning streak is the longest in the majors this season and also Cleveland's longest since it won 11 straight from May 23-June 4, 1982. 

With the best rotation in the American League, the Cleveland Indians will be a legit threat come October. 

Kluber didn't sound impressed. 

"No one is really talking about the winning streak," he said. "We realize we are playing well right now. We're just trying to keep that going. 
Ultimately, an 11-game game winning streak doesn't mean much if you don't continue to build the momentum that you have." 

The Indians won 12 straight in 1922. The longest streaks in franchise history were 13 games in 1942 and 1951. 

Kluber (8-7) didn't allow a hit through five innings. He allowed two runs on three hits and one walk with seven strikeouts. 

Cleveland increased its AL Central lead to six games over second-place Kansas City, which lost 8-4 to St. Louis. 

Arodys Vizcaino (1-3) walked Tyler Naquin to open the ninth and then walkedJuan Uribe on four pitches. With pinch-runner Rajai Davis at first base, 
and one out, Santana's single to right field drove in Naquin. 

Braves shortstop Erick Aybar mishandled Francisco Lindor's grounder for an error, allowing Davis to score. Jose Ramirez added a run-scoring single 
up the middle. 

Atlanta's Jace Peterson hit a homer off Cody Allen in the ninth, giving him a nine-game hitting streak. 

Freddie Freeman added a triple off the center-field wall before Allen ended the game on Nick Markakis' fly ball to left field for his 15th save. 

"Cody didn't get rattled, and he got the out," Indians manager Terry Francona said. 

Ender Inciarte's two-run single in the sixth tied the game. 

Atlanta right-hander Matt Wisler set a career high with nine strikeouts and allowed two runs on six hits in six innings. 

CONFIRMED 

A review confirmed Inciarte was out on a close play at first after Santana bobbled a grounder before tossing to Allen at the bag. 
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Braves interim manager Brian Snitker and outfielder Jeff Francoeur, who was not playing, came out of the dugout to argue. Bench coach Terry 
Pendleton pulled Francoeur back to the dugout. 

"I felt like I beat the throw," Inciarte said. "He didn't even have the ball. I don't know what they're doing in New York. I don't know what the deal 
is." 

LAYNE UPDATE 

Umpire Jerry Layne, who left Monday night's game in the eighth inning after he was hit by a foul tip from Markakis behind the plate, was at Turner 
Field on Tuesday but was held out of the game. He was staggered when the foul tip hit his jaw beyond the area covered by his mask. It was not 
known if Layne will work Wednesday night's game. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Indians: OF Michael Brantley, on the 15-day DL with right biceps tendinitis, has been taking swings for two straight days "and by all accounts really 
did well," Francona said. Brantley, who had surgery on his right shoulder in November, landed on the DL for the second time this season on May 
14. 

Braves: RHP John Gant was placed on the 15-day DL with a left oblique strain which forced him out of Monday night's start. "It's going to be a 
while," Snitker said. ... RHP Mike Foltynewicz (right elbow soreness) will make what is expected to be his final rehab start for Triple-A Gwinnett on 
Thursday. 

UP NEXT 

Indians: RHP Danny Salazar (9-3, 2.40) will bring the AL's second-lowest ERA into what will probably be the Indians' final game at Turner Field on 
Wednesday night. He lost to the Braves on Aug. 27, 2013 in his fifth major league start. 

Braves: RHP Joel De La Cruz will be called up from Triple-A Gwinnett for his major league debut. De La Cruz is 1-3 with a 4.74 ERA in 21 appearances 
with Gwinnett, and his ERA is 3.38 in five starts. 

 

Indians-Braves preview 

STATS LLC 

ATLANTA -- A month ago, the Atlanta Braves were wondering what to do with all their starting pitchers. Now they're wondering who's going to 
start. 

Three players who were in the starting rotation last month are on the disabled list. Mike Foltynewicz (right elbow soreness), Williams Perez (right 
rotator cuff soreness) and John Gant (left oblique) are all on the sidelines. 

When you add the demotion of Aaron Blair, who was sent to Triple-A Gwinnett on Sunday, there are plenty of holes to be filled in the Atlanta 
rotation. 

As a result, the Braves will start Joel De La Cruz in Wednesday's series finale against Cleveland against right-hander Danny Salazar (8-3, 2.23). 

De La Cruz will be making his major league debut. He was signed as a minor league free agent in November and has spent all season with Triple-A 
Gwinnett. De La Cruz began the season in the bullpen, but was moved to the rotation and has a 2.16 ERA over his last four starts. Overall he's 1/3 
with a 4.68 ERA in 21 games. 

De La Cruz pitched eight innings against Charlotte in his most recent start. 

"I talked to the guys and he's stretched out and good to go," Snitker said. "He's been up here a couple times and hasn't pitched. We're going to put 
him to work." 

Salazar will make his 15th start of the season in Cleveland's final appearance at Turner Field. Salazar (9-3, 2.40) has second-best ERA in the 
American League. He has faces the Braves only one time, going four innings and allowing two earned runs in his fifth career start. Salazar is 1-5 with 
a 4.07 ERA in nine career interleague starts. 

Foltynewicz will make one more rehab start with Triple-A Gwinnett before he is activated. He threw five scoreless innings and allowed one hit last 
week. 

Perez isn't like to be ready to return until the All-Star break and Gant is expected to miss no less than a month. The organization would like to see 
Blair get three to five starts in Triple-A before he is returned to the majors. 
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Cleveland got a bit of good news on the injury front when manager Terry Francona reported that outfielder Michael Brantley has been hitting balls 
off a tee. 

Brantley has been sidelined with a sore shoulder since May 10. He had a cortisone shot and rested for five days before resuming activity. He has 
been taking 50-55 swings off the tee and his progress will be reassessed when the team returns to Cleveland. 

"He didn't feel anything other than feeling good," Francona said. "We'll have more of a schedule after we get off this trip." 

Brantley is hitting .231 with seven RBI in 11 games. 

 

 

http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30043/michael-brantley

