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Story, Ramirez earn Player of Week honors 
All-Stars responsible for club’s surge in NL West standings 
 
Matt Kelly | MLB.com | July 16, 2018 
 

Rockies shortstop Trevor Story and Indians third baseman Jose Ramirez were honored Monday as the National League 

and the American League Player of the Week presented by W.B. Mason. 

Story clubbed a walk-off home run against the Mariners on Sunday, wrapping up a week in which he hit .400 with three 

homers and three doubles while compiling a 1.303 OPS. Story's homer on Sunday was his 20th of the first half, and he 

enters his first All-Star Game with career-best marks in batting average (.292), on-base percentage (.353) and slugging 

percentage (.557). 

Ramirez went 11-for-26 (.423) with five home runs to compile a tremendous 1.598 OPS to close out the final week before 

the All-Star break. The 25-year-old tallied multiple hits in five of his seven contests during the week and scored a run in all 

but one of them as he completed an incredible first half. Ramirez's 29 home runs since Opening Day tied Mickey Mantle 

(1956 and '61) and Lance Berkman (2002) for the most in the first half by a switch-hitter. Ramirez tallied 57 extra-base 

hits, one shy of Albert Belle's first-half franchise record for the Indians. 

This marks the third AL Player of the Week Award for Ramirez, who took home the honor twice last season for the weeks 

of June 18 and Sept. 3. It's Story's third Player of the Week Award, as well, after he claimed it twice in 2016 (April 10 and 

July 24). 
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Arenado, Blackmon, Story lead resurgent Rox 
All-Stars responsible for club’s surge in NL West standings 
 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | July 16, 2018 
 

Narratives have a way of coming to life and running so far from the truth that the truth is unrecognizable. Even so, All-Star 

third baseman Nolan Arenado denies that the force of his words sparked the Rockies' hot streak heading into the All-Star 

break. 

Arenado joined the club's other two All-Stars -- shortstop Trevor Story and center fielder Charlie Blackmon -- for media 

availability in Washington on Monday, ahead of Tuesday's MLB All-Star Game presented by Mastercard at 5:30 p.m. MT 

on FOX. It was Arenado's fourth straight Midsummer Classic, and second as a fan-voted National League starter. 

Comments about being "tired of coming to the park and losing" from Arenado appeared in The Athletic after a win over the 

Giants on June 28, and he addressed the issue again the next day in Los Angeles. Since then, the Rockies are 13-3 and 

two games behind the NL West-leading Dodgers and two games out of the second NL Wild Cardspot. 

The team has hit .298 since the start of the run, second only to the Cubs' .299. But Arenado insists that what he said 

wasn't the catalyst, simply because others felt that way. 

"I don't think what I said did anything," said Arenado, tied with the Nationals' Bryce Harper for second in the NL in homers 

with 23, one behind the Brewers' Jesus Aguilar. "Guys just realized that we need to step up, in general. I think everyone 

knew that. Everyone knows that. Everyone is taking it upon themselves. These guys are looking themselves in the mirror 

and making a change. Good things are happening. 

"I'm trying to have quality at-bats, play as hard as I can, do the little things. I try to just be there, try to find a way, stay 

consistent. There are things that I can get better at in this game that I wasn't doing when we were losing, and I'm trying a 

point now." 

Blackmon noted that Arenado's statement wasn't news to the players. They felt the same. But even though the comments 

suggested urgency, Blackmon, in his third All-Star Game, said the Rockies actually resisted urgency. 

"I'm big on putting that fire out -- I don't believe there are any must-wins in the first half," said Blackmon, heading into the 

break hitting .404 (19-for-47) in his last 11 games. "You want to be in it, you want to be close, you want to play well -- and 

we did not do that at times in the first half. I knew that it was there. We just needed to do it." 

Story catching fire is part of that surge. Since June 8, he leads the Majors with a .378 batting average and is fourth in 

slugging at .704. 

Besides, the statistics say the turnaround was pitching. 
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When the Rockies went 8-17 from May 30-June 27, they batted .278 -- yes, 20 points lower than the current successful 

run, but they were still second in the NL (to the Reds) over that period. 

But the difference had less to do with Arenado -- or All-Star teammates Story and Blackmon, for that matter. 

During the 8-17 struggle, the Rockies' 6.62 ERA was worst in the NL. During the current 16-game run, their 2.76 ERA is 

the NL's best. 

"Pitching, that's going to win for us," Arenado said. 

According to Blackmon, all is in sync. 

"We've pitched well, hit well, played good defense -- all at the same time," Blackmon said. "That's why we've won a few 

games toward the end of the first half." 

Reliever Adam Ottavino (4-2, 1.62 ERA, two saves and 67 strikeouts in 44 1/3 innings) and lefty starter Kyle Freeland (8-

6, 3.11 ERA, with home games in a notorious hitters' park) put up good All-Star arguments. 

"We feel like they got snubbed a little bit, but that happens every year to guys that are very deserving," Story said. "It's fun 

playing with those guys, and we feel good as a team right now." 

With multiple trips to the Midsummer Classic, Arenado and Blackmon find the experiences valuable in the interactions 

with other stars. Blackmon noted that last year a "pretty good player came up and asked me questions about hitting, and I 

was just like, 'Woah,' a little bit blown away. He was just trying to understand where I was coming from. To have that 

player ask me was pretty cool."  

Since being selected as a supplemental first-round pick in the 2011 MLB Draft, first-time All-Star Story has been 

compared to the Giants' Brandon Crawford. With both in Washington, Story can finally converse. 

"I've talked to him just when I'm out at second base and stuff," Story said. "Nolan has told me a lot about him. He seems 

like a great guy. I'm looking forward to talking to him. 

"He's a great player. I've looked up to him for a while. He plays hard, great defense, and he's a really good hitter, too. I'm 

excited to talk to him. Once we get in the clubhouse and I have that moment, it'll be really cool." 

Blackmon expects Story to be around enough All-Star Games to be giving advice. 

"Trevor's on a mission to be that consistent player that everybody wants to have on their team," Blackmon said. "He's had 

a few ups and downs early in his career. Thankfully, he's such a young player that he's got lots of time for him to figure it 

out. But here he is so early in his career starting to put it together." 

While watching the 2018 All-Star Game presented by Mastercard live on FOX on Tuesday, fans can submit their choices 

for the Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet with the 2018 All-Star Game MLB.com MVP 

Vote. 
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The 89th Midsummer Classic, at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C., will be televised nationally by FOX Sports; in 

Canada by Rogers Sportsnet and RDS; and worldwide by partners in more than 180 countries. FOX Deportes will provide 

Spanish-language coverage in the United States, while ESPN Radio and ESPN Radio Deportes will provide exclusive 

national radio coverage of the All-Star Game. MLB Network, MLB.com and SiriusXM also will provide comprehensive All-

Star Week coverage. 
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Charlie Blackmon, Rockies’ All-Star center fielder, looking forward to “working vacation” 
“It’s very rare to have a group of guys that are that confident and that talented, all together in the same place” 
 
Patrick Saunders | The Denver Post | July 16, 2018 
 

Charlie Blackmon never stops working, even on an all-expenses-paid vacation. 

While many of his teammates are headed back to their hometowns for a few days of family time during the All-Star break, 

or will be chilling in Vail, the Rockies’ center fielder will be in Washington, hobnobbing with baseball’s best players. 

Don’t misunderstand. Blackmon is thrilled to be going to his third All-Star Game. He’ll soak up the experience and he’d 

love to deliver a big hit on the big stage Tuesday night. But he also plans to use the time to make himself a better 

ballplayer. How? By picking the brains of his fellow all-stars. He’s not about to let that chance slip by. Last year, he 

chatted with Giants catcher Buster Posey, Diamondbacks ace Zack Grienke and Reds first baseman Joey Votto to pick up 

tips. 

 “I had a lot of baseball questions for those guys,” Blackmon said. “I like to see how they think sometimes. It’s fun to ask, 

‘What were you thinking at this point?’ Or, ‘Why do you do this?’ 

“It’s awesome that every player there is elite. So that makes for an interesting atmosphere. It’s very rare to have a group 

of guys that are that confident and that talented, all together in the same place.” 

Blackmon is a workout warrior who follows a weight lifting and stretching routine to ward off the grind of the long season. 

He’ll follow a similar routine while he’s in the nation’s capital, just not with the same intensity. 

“I think it’s important to get a mental break,” he said. “I’ll still do all of my injury-prevention stuff, but I’m not going to hit as 

much BP (batting practice) or throw as much or chase as many flyballs.” 

He’ll allow himself to soak up the experience. 

“I still really enjoy that this is still sort of a break,” he said. “Most of the guys are in a great mood and it’s not like a normal 

game day where guys are focused on performing. Guys are a little bit more laid back. They are there just to have fun and 

play the game, as opposed to really trying to grind out a win.” 

During an all-star game, both clubhouses are filled with jerseys, baseballs and other memorabilia that players sign and 

swap with each other. Blackmon participates in the time-honored ritual, just not to the same extent as some of his fellow 

all-stars. 

“I’m worried that I’m going to be an old guy one day and regret not doing more of that stuff,” he said. “Having a picture 

taken, getting a signed jersey, or maybe a ball signed by all of the guys is good enough for me.” 

Third baseman Nolan Arenado, an all-star for the fourth time who’ll be making his second consecutive start, relishes every 

part of the experience. But he also admitted he needs a couple of days off before the second half of the season kicks in. 
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“I like all of it, there’s nothing that’s not exciting about the All-Star Game,” he said. “Just being around all of the guys is 

cool. Then I’ll go to Arizona for a couple of days, get some rest and be ready for the second half.” 

Arenado owns a home in Scottsdale, which is convenient for him since the Rockies open a three-game series at Arizona 

beginning Friday. 

The Rockies, winners of 13 of their last 16 games, are in third place in the National League West, sitting two games 

behind the Dodgers and 1 ½ games behind Arizona. 
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Sarris: Ten players explain the adjustments that made them All-Stars 
 
Eno Sarris | The Athletic | July 16, 2018 
 

The All-Stars weren’t born this way, though that would be some kind of story. Instead, they shined in fits and starts, 

dominating at times and scuffling at others, as they made the journey from school through the minors and into the majors. 

They picked up knowledge along the way, no matter the shape of their baseball upbringing. Tonight, we’ll see them at the 

top of their games. 

That makes it a great time to ask them about the journey that got them here. 

It’s a crazy thing, All-Star week. Every room is bursting at the seams with prodigious talent in every respect: the best in 

television, print, and digital media push each around to get a chance to speak to the best players in baseball. So we didn’t 

get every All-Star this week, but that doesn’t mean we can’t learn a little from the men on both sides of the ball tonight. 

So, you’re an All-Star. What was the major adjustment that got you to this moment?  

 

The National League 

Lorenzo Cain, Brewers 

I’ve just been trying to improve as a player as I’ve gotten older, trying to improve my game as much as I can. Since I’ve 

been in Milwaukee, I’ve been more of a leadoff type guy, so I’m trying to be more of an on-base guy this year, that’s a little 

different than I’m used to since I hit second or third in KC. 

Season Team O-Swing% Swing% BB% OBP 

2017 Royals 31.7% 49.3% 8.4% .363 

2018 Brewers 20.9% 40.3% 13.4% .393 

Cain has been a new man with the Brewers this year, focusing on getting on base and not reaching at bad pitches.  

Whatever they ask to do, I just try to be the best at that, if getting on base is something they want me to do, I just try best I 

can. The power comes from me focusing on hitting line drives. I need to go out there and do a little bit of everything, 

stealing bases, get on base, and I’ll hit a home run every once in a while. 

 

Jeremy Jeffress, Brewers 

When I started learning that two-seamer back in 2013, I just learned it and I started attacking the zone with it, 

understanding that movement messes with the hitters. If I stick to that, I have confidence in it. 
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ERA BB/9 Four-Seam% Sinker% 

Before 2013 4.89 7.0 72% 5% 

Since 2.86 3.2 18% 52% 

The sinker gave Jeffress the ability to aim for the middle and let the movement take the pitch to the edges. His walk rate 

thanked him for it. 

That’s what literally drives my attitude on the mound is to be stubborn down, and be confident, and attack the hitter. If I 

think middle think down and let it happen… hitters can’t stand movement. 

 

Nolan Arenado, Rockies 

Getting in my legs, not trying to lunge. Too much body movement is a problem for me, that’s when I get into trouble 

hitting, is when I move too much. 

An overactive Arenado lunged at pitches in his rookie year. 

When I slow my body down, I can get my swing off and stay behind the ball and that’s usually when good things happen. 

There’s still movement, but there’s less of it, and Arenado now uses his legs better for more power.  

It was in the big leagues, after my rookie year, I was lunging so much and getting jammed a lot and getting beat, and I 

thought I couldn’t continue to get beat like that. that’s when I realized I really had to slow it down and really back leg the 

baseball and really drive the ball, and that’s what I started to do. 

 
SLG GB/FB O-Swing% 

Rookie Year 0.405 1.26 41.5% 

Since 0.565 0.81 34.1% 

Arenado stopped lunging at pitches outside of the zone, used his legs more, and his power exploded.  

 

Scooter Gennett, Reds 

The biggest thing that stands out is just being more relaxed with my hands, not being tight. I relate it to boxing. Now I’m 

thinking of throwing a jab — that’s quicker, that’s more accurate — not a big power punch. That’s how I was in the past. 

I’d get real tight, and my swing was long, and I’d have to cheat a little more because I had to start my swing earlier 

because it’s slower. 
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In 2013, Gennett was tight and had to swing earlier because of it.  

That relates to swinging at bad pitches and not getting myself into good counts to get good pitches. Just being more 

relaxed and knowing that I don’t have to start my swing so early. 

In 2018, a freer and looser Gennett could take his time. Watch his hands move before the pitch comes in.  

You’re talking about a split second to make that decision. I haven’t done much of the launch angle stuff. It’s really hard to 

hit, hitting a round ball with a round bat. I just want to hit it hard. 

 
O-Swing% Swing% SLG 

2013-15 41.5% 54.8% 0.424 

2016-18 34.2% 50.3% 0.482 

The biggest change in Scooter’s arsenal has been better plate discipline… and the resulting power, of course. 

 

Mike Foltynewicz, Braves 

Mechanics-wise, I cleaned it up. It’s not as aggressive as it was before. I used to take a big step back and then get into 

my motion. 

A huge step back before he started his delivery was part of all that velocity, but also that wildness for Foltynewicz in 

Houston.  

But now it’s a little step back so my eyes are not going all over the place, and they’re stationed in one place. That’s been 

huge for me to stay quiet. 

The slider has been a big pitch for me, I have a lot of confidence in it. I kinda brought it back in the ’16 season, because 

Houston kinda took it away from me and then I brought it back when I came here. It was hard for me to throw it over 85 

mph, and then I’ve been playing with it over the past few years and getting the different grip down and throwing it different 

ways I’ve been getting a good feel for it. 

Smaller leg kick, less hair, and more slider velocity these days. 

It’s been a few years for me to figure it out, and it’s really hard to play with it in a big league game, but over the years I 

found a grip and a release point, and I have the confidence to throw it any count now. It’s been a long ways, but that pitch 

has been big for me this year. 

 
Slider% Slider Velo Slider Whiff% 
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2015 14% 84.9 14.6% 

2018 26% 86.8 20.2% 

Folty has retained the same drop on his slider, but the pitch goes harder, and gets more whiffs… so he’s throwing it 

more.  

The American League 

Charlie Morton, Astros 

You throw your best pitches more. I thought my best pitch was my sinker down and into the righty. They were convinced 

my best pitches were actually in locations that got swings and misses. I wasn’t used to doing that, I hadn’t had that 

approach, I had the attitude that I wanted to get you out in three pitches or less. Now if I get swings and misses, I feel like 

I’m doing the right thing and if I get a ground ball sometimes I wonder if I’m doing it right. 

 
GB% Whiff% K/9 

2008-2015 55.3% 7.7% 6.3 

2017-2018 50.7% 11.7% 10.7 

The tale of two Mortons: he used to get grounders, now he gets whiffs.  

That manifested itself in the attitude when I have I’m pitching. Now I’m trying to throw hard, I’m trying to throw four-

seamers, which I didn’t do before. Before, I would try to manipulate sinkers down in the zones. Now I’m just throwing. I’m 

throwing into areas into spots and locations that are more specific. Now I’m kind of a hybrid because I’m still throwing a lot 

of two-seamers and trying to make the ball run, but I’m also trying to throw four-seamers up in the zone. That’s the Astros’ 

analytics. 

 
CB% Two-Seamer Four-Seamer 

2008-2015 20% 49% 18% 

2018 30% 26% 31% 

Morton has really upped his curve and four-seamer usage over time with the Astros, as their analytics said he should.  

 

Alex Bregman, Astros  
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One of the biggest things for me was learning who I was as a player. In college, I kinda wanted to be the guy that hit .400 

and sprayed singles around the yard, and once I grew more and figured out what I could do and what I couldn’t on the 

baseball field, I decided I wanted to be a guy that hits the ball in the gaps, and tries to hit the ball over the fence. 

Time Batting Ave AB/HR XBH% 

College 0.336 39 33% 

Majors 0.282 25 44% 

Bregman hit for a higher batting average in college, but he hits homers (and extra-base hits) much more often now.  

Swinging at strikes has been huge for me, hitting the ball on a line, not in the air, but on a line, and definitely not hitting 

ground balls. Trying to take all that into the equation along with not swinging at balls. 

 

Francisco Lindor, Indians  

Better bats, better environments, better fields, and learning how to hit. The minor leagues are the minor leagues, it’s all 

about learning, it’s all about experience, it’s all about having more at-bats. In the big leagues, you have more experience 

behind you, and that’s when you start hitting for more power. It’s just a matter of understanding which pitches I can drive, 

and which pitches I won’t drive, and when I gotta take the base hit, when I gotta drive the ball. 

My mechanics are the same, my swing is going to be the same swing from when I was eight, till my last at-bat. 

 

Blake Snell, Rays  

I think it’s confidence. You gotta be in the zone, and confidence allowed me to do that. I’m aware of how good I am with 

pitching ability, the stuff that I had, so for me it was confidence to put it in the zone against good hitters. When you’re not 

ahead of these guys, that’s when you get in trouble, and that’s when they really hurt you. It’s more confidence in throwing 

my pitches in the zone, I knew they were good, but I didn’t throw them in the zone. 

Season Zone% Breaking Ball Ball% 

2017 41.7% 43% 

2018 46.0% 35% 

Blake Snell is throwing most of his pitches in the zone more often, but most notably his breaking balls are not called balls 

as much this year.  
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I was driven this offseason, and that thing was to throw strikes to get outs and go as deep as I could in the games, and 

what allowed me to do that was: Be in the zone. Once I started doing that, I started seeing success. 

 

Corey Kluber, Indians 

Having a fastball that I feel like I could command, I think that was the biggest thing for me. Having command of the fastball 

allows me to use the other pitches like I use to use them. To me, when I exclusively threw four-seamers, I didn’t throw my 

fastball for strikes much, or I left it in the hitting zone, so to speak, as opposed to really being able to throw quality strikes. 

I wasn’t necessarily seeking movement when I switched to throwing more two-seamers, it was just more a pitch I could 

command better. I could locate it to the sides of the plate and down better. 
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Colorado Rockies: What worked well before the All-Star break 
 
Ryan Ladika | RoxPile | July 17, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies did not enjoy most of the early success that the 2017 season saw through the first half, but that 

didn’t stop them from pulling it all together in July to finish with a 51-45 record entering the 2018 All-Star Break. 

“Toward the end of the first half, we really put it together in the sense that we pitched and hit and played defense all at the 

same time…and if we can put all that together, I think we’re going to be really competitive and make things interesting.” 

In an interview with Nick Swisher at the 2018 All-Star Game, this was Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon‘s 

assessment of Colorado’s strong finish of the first half of the 2018 season … and he’s right. 

One of the club’s main struggles early on in the season, the offense, has started to come around. The starters are going 

deeper into games than they were earlier this season. And the Rockies have been reaping the benefits. 

After a forgettable June that saw the club win only 11 games, the Rockies enter the 2018 Midsummer Classic having won 

8 of 10, 13 of 16 and their last five in a row after a three-game sweep of the Seattle Mariners. 

 

Young pitching carrying the team … sound familiar? 

A huge part of Colorado’s recent success has been Denver native Kyle Freeland. He has taken a huge step forward after 

his rookie campaign last season, and is giving the Rockies length virtually every time he toes the rubber. He has thrown 

six or more innings in 12 of his last 15 starts, including 11 quality starts. Not to mention the fact that he has bested the 

likes of Robbie Ray, James Paxton and Madison Bumgarner, and that’s just his last three starts. With the recent struggles 

of Jon Gray this season and the inconsistencies of German Márquez and Tyler Anderson, Freeland has been Colorado’s 

most reliable starter throughout the first half. 

The most impressive part? He’s pitched considerably better in Denver than he has on the road. After eight starts at Coors, 

his home ERA sits at 2.76, with a batting average against of just .223. For comparison, in 11 road starts, his ERA is 3.38 

away from Denver, with a batting average against of .248. This is what makes Freeland so valuable for a team that 

struggled mightily to win at home early in the season. 

Despite a shaky start to the season, Anderson has stepped up lately as well. In three July starts, Anderson boasts a 1.35 

ERA in 20 innings with 23 strikeouts, including an eight-inning scoreless outing on the Fourth of July to help complete a 

three-game sweep of the San Francisco Giants. Even Jon Gray, fresh off a surprising demotion to Triple-A Albuquerque, 

came back and pitched like the ace everyone knows he can be with 7.1 innings of one-run ball and six strikeouts against 

the Mariners. If the Rockies want to stay in contention, they’re going to need this strong starting pitching run to continue. 
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Bullpen coming back to form 

After a dreadful June in which the Rockies had the worst bullpen ERA in baseball by almost two full runs (7.78, 

Philadelphia was 29th with a 5.79 ERA), that number has come back down to earth quite considerably in July. 

They currently sit at an even 3.00 ERA after 13 games this month, good for 10th in MLB. 

I’m going to highlight one under-the-radar reliever who has come through in the clutch for the Rockies 

lately: Scott Oberg. He has quietly turned in scoreless outings in 13 of his last 15 appearances since May 29, 

and in three straight overall. He now owns a sub-3 ERA (at 2.96 to be exact) with 21 strikeouts in 27.1 innings. 

Adam Ottavino has continued his dominance, despite the fact that his 1.62 ERA, 0.92 WHIP and 67 strikeout 

line didn’t net him an All-Star Game invite. Wade Davis has turned it around since his forgettable Father’s Day 

blown save against the Texas Rangers. 

 

Offense heating up 

The Rockies’ offensive struggles early this season were well-documented. Over the last 30 days, though, the 

club has finally started to show what its true offensive capabilities are. The Rockies are 11th in offensive non-

pitcher fWAR at 4.4, 7th in wRC+ at 113, and 2nd in wOBA at .364 during that span. Carlos González and Ian 

Desmond have turned things around after tough 2017 seasons, and Trevor Story has turned himself into one of 

the top offensive shortstops in the National League, and was rewarded with his first career All-Star Game 

invite. 

 

Going forward 

Recency bias can be a heck of a drug, and it can make it hard to see anything that needs to be improved upon 

going forward because of this recent strong stretch of complete baseball the Rockies have been playing. 

Colorado cannot take its foot off the metaphorical gas pedal, though. 

Overshadowed by the team’s great play have been the struggles of Jake McGee and the return of Bryan Shaw, 

two relievers the Rockies desperately need to get right. McGee’s 6.15 ERA this season would be a career-worst, 
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and he has given up runs in eight of 17 appearances since the beginning of June. Shaw is back from the DL and 

his rehab stint with Albuquerque and, like McGee, his 7.23 ERA this year would be a career-worst … by far. 

Since returning to the 25-man roster, he hasn’t given up a run in two appearances spanning 1.2 innings, so he’s 

another player to watch. 

Overall, the Rockies have put themselves in a good spot entering the second half, but they still find themselves 

on the outside looking in on the playoffs. There is still work to do, but this should be a fun second half to watch. 
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Rockies-Mariners Series Grades: All-Stars step up in big sweep 
 
Andre Simone | BSN Denver | July 16, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies are going into the All-Star break at the worst time, as the Rox are blazing hot after having just 

swept the 58-38 Seattle Mariners. 

As we do after each series, using our advanced statistics and our-in-house all-encompassing metric DPR, here are our 

individual grades. 

Note, the scores below are each player’s average DPR for the series, all Rockies stats can be found here. 

Trevor Story (105.00 — ): Story’s been on an absolute tear in July getting at least a hit in every game he’s played 

except for one back on the 2nd of the month. This was an epic series for Story and not just because of his walk-off blast 

that gave the Rockies the sweep over the Mariners. 

Trevor went 5-for-13 in the series, had two homers, five RBIs, scored three runs, and added a double. He was absolutely 

outstanding with his performance pushing his DPR to 69.76 on the season which is the highest of any shortstop in the NL. 

Charlie Blackmon (97.06 — ): Chuck Nasty might not be back to his 2017 DPR dominance, where he was averaging 

an absurd 81.70 and was the third best hitter in the MLB, but he’s been raking lately and should be primed for a huge 

second half. 

This was another monster series for Charlie going 6-for-13 as he had multiple hits in each game, with a homer and two 

doubles. When guys like Story and Blackmon are hitting the ball like this, Colorado’s a tough team to beat. 

DJ LeMahieu (77.20 — B+): DJ appeared in only two games as he missed game two due to some lower-back tightness. 

However, he still had an impact in the series, reaching the base pads twice in both games he played with a double, two 

singles, and a walk. 

Nolan Arenado (80.81 — A-): Going into the All-Star break, Arenado’s averaging the highest DPR of any position player in 

the NL and 10th best in the majors. His series against Seattle wasn’t full of extra base hits but he was very solid, 

especially in game three where he managed two singles—getting an RBI on one of them—and a walk. 

Ian Desmond (83.12 — A-): Like most of the top guys in this series, Desmond’s been outstanding in the month of July and 

continued to be productive in the Mariners sweep. He had two hits in each outing with two triples, three runs, and two 

RBIs. His DPR would be even higher if not for three strikeouts in the series and a grounder into a double play in the third 

game. 
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Carlos Gonzalez (82.23 — A-): CarGo came up huge in a high scoring game one in which he had three hits and two 

walks, getting on-base every single plate appearance he had. He was terrific in game two as well, with a two-RBI jack and 

a walk while stealing a base. His game three performance was pretty bad with two strikeouts and two more groundballs 

into double plays, but a really good series all considered which raised his grade into the A- level. 

Gerardo Parra (74.99 — B): Parra was key in the high scoring game one contest coming up with a double, a single, 

scoring a run, adding an RBI, and walking once as well. He managed a single in each of the next two games adding a 

stolen base in game two but he struck out once which brought his rating down. 

Tom Murphy (20.29 — F): Murphy started game two and was a bit cold offensively with his only “contribution” coming on a 

grounder into a double play. 

Pat Valaika (30.72 — F): Playing in LeMahieu’s place in game two, Valaika managed a walk but struck out twice resulting 

in a -0.025 win probability added (WPA) and his low DPR. 

Chris Iannetta (34.20 — F): Appearing in game three, Iannetta had a sac fly RBI but struck out once and had a negative 

WPA. 

Tony Wolters (63.47 — C+): Playing only in game one, Wolters came up with a big two-RBI single with two outs. His 

rating is lowered a bit by a strikeout and a few more ho-hum ABs, but that one hit was huge. 

Jeff Hoffman (30.80 — F): Hoffman had a rough outing in a spot start in game one, appearing in only 3.1 innings while 

allowing three runs. It wasn’t all bad as he induced more grounders than he did fly balls, had a FIP of 2.86, struck out two, 

and threw 63-percent of his pitches for strikes. He did allow eight hits, though, and struggled overall. 

Jon Gray (87.32 — A): Gray returned to the mount and had his fourth best outing per DPR of the season in 7.1 innings of 

work. He didn’t wrack up the Ks like he typically does—six on the day—but was much more efficient with runners on base. 

He induced a ton of grounders, threw a high percentage of pitches for strikes, and had one of the highest WPAs of the 

series. A really promising outing. 

Tyler Anderson (79.22 — B+): Anderson’s been awesome in his last three starts. He wasn’t electric necessarily in this one 

(six Ks) but absolutely pounded the strike zone, throwing 71-percent of his 91 pitches for strikes on the day. His FIP of 

1.66 is tied for his second best of the season as he induced 10 grounders in six innings of work while only allowing two 

runs and walking one batter. 

Harrison Musgrave (40.89 — D): Spotting Hoffman in long relief, Musgrave had a less than ideal outing himself allowing 

three runs in three innings. His strike percentage was below 50 percent, allowing two hits and walking three. His saving 

grace was a positive WPA of 0.144 getting the win in the process. 

Chris Rusin (-19.80 — F): Rusin’s outing in game one was catastrophic, throwing one pitch that resulted in an RBI triple. 
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Adam Ottavino (94.53 — A+): Appearing in two games, Otto was lights out, striking out three and inducing two more 

ground ball outs. He pounded the strikes zone, throwing 70-percent of his pitches for strikes. 

Wade Davis (89.61 — A): Davis has been absurdly consistent in his last three outings scoring almost identical DPRs. He 

appeared twice against Seattle and was on top of his stuff striking out a batter each outing and shutting down the 

Mariners in full. 

Jake McGee (42.45 — D): Playing in game three, McGee gave up two hits and allowed a run. He managed to get out the 

inning inducing three grounders and striking out one. That said, he was far from perfect. 

Bryan Shaw (44.86 — D): Shaw wasn’t great in 0.2 innings of work in game three, allowing two hits. No runs scored on 

his watch in part thanks to Scott Oberg who came in and got a ground ball out for him. 

Scott Oberg (84.03 — A-): Oberg was asked to pitch in both game one and three, which were close affairs, and the righty 

did a really nice job. In game one he allowed a hit and then shut things down with two Ks, while in game three he pitched 

1.1 innings throwing tons of strikes and showing no mercy to Seattle’s lineup. 
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Statistically Speaking: How the Rockies Rank at the Break 
 
Andre Simone | BSN Denver | July 16, 2018 
 

The Rockies find themselves at the All-Star Break with the fifth-best winning percentage in franchise history at the Break. 

They are second in frahcise history with 51 wins, but they have played 96 games, one shy of the club's most games ever 

at an All-Star break set in 2003.  

For all their problems early, the club ERA of 4.68 is the seventh best in franchise history at the All-Star Break. The 

Rockies had a 4.05 ERA at the All-Star Break in 2010, the lowest in franchise history. 

Meanwhile, they have scored 467 runs, which ranks seventh in franchise history. Their 124 home runs are four shy of the 

franchise record set in 1995. The .258 average, however, is the second lowest at the Break in franchise history. The 

Rockies were hitting .251 at the Break in 2011. 

 

ROCKIES HISTORICALLY AT THE BREAK 

Season W L Pct ERA  Season R HR AVG 

2017 52 39 0.571 4.45  2003 535 117 0.273 

1995 39 30 0.565 4.79  2001 522 128 0.293 

2010 49 39 0.557 4.05  2000 521 85 0.292 

2009 47 41 0.534 4.34  1996 513 114 0.287 

2018 51 45 0.531 4.68  1997 501 123 0.283 

2000 45 40 0.529 5.39  1999 488 116 0.287 

2003 50 47 0.515 5.18  2018 467 124 0.258 

2006 44 43 0.506 4.27  2004 465 105 0.274 

2007 44 44 0.5 4.71  2017 461 104 0.269 

1997 43 45 0.489 5.36  2014 457 112 0.281 

Nolan Arenado leads the Rockies with a .312 average, 23 home runs, .395 on-base percentage and .586 slugging 

percentage, and is tied with Trevor Story for the team lead with 68 RBI. 
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ROCKIES POSITION PLAYERS BY THE NUMBERS 

Player G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG 

Nolan Arenado 90 343 63 107 21 2 23 68 49 72 0.312 0.395 0.586 

Gerardo Parra 86 276 38 82 15 0 5 41 16 49 0.297 0.339 0.406 

Trevor Story 95 366 50 107 27 5 20 68 31 102 0.292 0.353 0.557 

Charlie Blackmon 91 366 73 105 12 4 19 45 35 78 0.287 0.355 0.497 

Tom Murphy 18 53 2 15 6 0 0 7 2 20 0.283 0.309 0.396 

Carlos Gonzalez 76 257 44 72 14 2 11 41 20 63 0.28 0.332 0.479 

DJ LeMahieu 71 300 52 84 22 0 8 34 23 46 0.28 0.326 0.433 

David Dahl 32 91 8 25 3 2 4 13 4 28 0.275 0.309 0.484 

Noel Cuevas 58 126 13 32 4 1 2 8 6 21 0.254 0.293 0.349 

Ian Desmond 94 332 52 78 11 4 18 56 32 95 0.235 0.308 0.455 

Chris Iannetta 61 189 22 44 9 0 7 22 26 57 0.233 0.335 0.392 

Raimel Tapia 9 13 2 3 2 0 0 1 2 3 0.231 0.333 0.385 

Ryan McMahon 47 95 7 20 4 1 2 9 10 35 0.211 0.283 0.337 

Daniel Castro 18 46 2 8 1 0 1 6 1 7 0.174 0.191 0.261 

Tony Wolters 44 119 12 19 1 3 2 17 14 24 0.16 0.268 0.269 

Pat Valaika 46 92 6 13 4 0 1 2 8 25 0.141 0.21 0.217 

Mike Tauchman 21 32 5 3 1 0 0 0 4 15 0.094 0.194 0.12 

Rockies pitchers have combined to hit .149. German Marquez, however, stands out at .324 with a home run and four RBI. 

 

PITCHERS AT THE PLATE 

Player AB R H 2B HR RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG 

Chris Rusin 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.333 0.333 0.333 
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Player AB R H 2B HR RBI BB SO AVG OBP SLG 

German Marquez 34 3 11 0 1 4 0 5 0.324 0.324 0.412 

Antonio Senzatela 6 1 1 1 0 1 0 2 0.167 0.167 0.333 

Tyler Anderson 32 6 4 0 0 1 3 21 0.125 0.222 0.125 

Jon Gray 29 1 3 1 0 1 2 16 0.103 0.161 0.138 

Chad Bettis 30 2 3 0 0 2 2 15 0.1 0.156 0.1 

Kyle Freeland 36 3 3 1 0 1 2 21 0.083 0.132 0.111 

Yency Almonte 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Harrison Musgrave 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 

Kyle Freeland sets the pace for the rotation. Tied with two others for the lead in team wins at eight, he has a 3.11 ERA. 

 

STARTER STATS 

Player W L Pct GS IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 

Kyle Freeland 8 6 0.571 19 115.2 102 40 40 13 38 92 3.11 

Tyler Anderson 6 3 0.667 20 113.2 99 50 47 16 38 108 3.72 

Antonio Senzatela 1 1 ,599 2 13 8 6 6 1 3 6 4.15 

German Marquez 8 8 0.5 19 103 106 59 55 17 37 106 4.81 

Chad Bettis 5 1 0.833 17 95.1 95 54 54 15 38 69 5.1 

Jon Gray 8 7 0.533 18 99.1 113 62 60 11 30 125 5.44 

Jeff Hoffman 0 0 - 1 3.1 8 3 3 0 1 2 8.1 

Not only does Wade Davis lead the team with 27 saves, there are only two other pitchers who even have a save -- Adam 

Ottavino with two and Jake McGee with one. Davis' 27 saves are one shy of the club record at the All-Star Break, set by 

Greg Holland last year. 
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BULLPEN BANTER 

Player  L SvOP G IP H R ER HR BB SO ERA 

Yency Almonte 0 0 0 3 4 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 

Sam Howard 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Adam Ottavino 4 2 2-4 41 44.1 23 8 8 2 18 67 1.62 

Scott Oberg 4 0 0-2 25 27.1 23 10 9 1 7 21 2.96 

Wade Davis 0 2 27-31 41 38.2 24 17 16 4 19 42 3.72 

Harrison Musgrave 1 3 0 20 28.1 20 15 15 4 16 20 4.76 

Jake McGee 1 3 1-3 39 33.2 41 25 23 6 9 31 6.15 

Chris Rusin 0 2 0-1 33 39.1 40 29 27 7 19 33 6.18 

Antonio Senzatela 2 1 0 10 17.3 23 13 12 2 6 14 6.23 

Bryan Shaw 3 5 0-4 43 37.1 52 36 30 8 21 36 7.23 

Brooks Pounders 0 1 0-1 14 15.1 25 13 13 3 2 17 7.63 

Mike Dunn 0 0 0 25 17 22 17 17 1 18 12 9 

Jeff Hoffman 0 0 0 5 5.3 7 6 6 0 6 3 10.13 

Jerry Vasto 0 0 0 1 0.2 3 3 3 0 1 1 40.5 

Davis is tied for the NL lead with 27 saves, the one player on the team who is leading the NL in a significant statistic. 

 

ROCKIES RANKED IN NL 

Stat NL Leader Rockies In NL Top 10 

Runs Ozzie Albies, Astros 74 Charlie Blackmon (2nd NL) 73 

  Nolan Arenado (3rd NL) 63 

Home Runs Jesus Aguilar, Brewers 24 Nolan Arenado (tied 2nd) 23 

  Trevor Story (tied 6th) 20 
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Stat NL Leader Rockies In NL Top 10 

RBI Javier Baez, Cubs 72 Nolan Arenado (tied 4th) 68 

  Trevor Story (tied 4th) 68 

Average Scooter Gennett, Reds, .326 Nolan Arenado (6th) .312 

Wins Jon Lester, Cubs 12 Kyle Freeland (tied 7th) 8 

 Aaron Nola, Phillies 12 Jon Gray (tied 7th) 8 

 Max Scherzer, Nationals 12 German Marquez (tied 7th) 8 

ERA Jacob de Grom, Mets, 1.68 Kyle Freeland, 7th, 3.11 

Saves Kenley Jansen, Dodgers 27 Wade Davis (tied 1st) 27 

 Wade Davis, Rockies 27  

Strikeouts Max Scherzer, Nationals 182 Jon Gray (5th) 125 

 


