
Kluber notches 11 K's in career-high 19th win 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- There is only one goal on the mind of Corey Kluber right now. With the American League Central title already wrapped up for 

the Indians, their ace will use the remainder of the regular season as preparation for the postseason. 

 

On Tuesday night, Kluber began that process against the White Sox and turned in a strong performance in guiding his club to a 5-3 victory at 

Progressive Field. The two-time AL Cy Young Award winner -- in contention for a third this year -- piled up 11 strikeouts and earned a career-

best 19th win. 

 

"To me, it makes the most sense to still try to stay in that competitive frame of mind," Kluber said. "I don't want to go out there and feel like it's 

Spring Training or something like that, just because we've already clinched. I think the best way to stay locked in is to kind of keep your foot on 

the gas, so to speak." 

 

Kluber was working on seven days' rest, which is unusual, especially for a pitcher who is such a creature of routine. That approach by the 

Indians was with October in mind, though. Kluber has requested an extra day of rest before a Game 1 start in the AL Division Series on Oct. 5, 

so the Tribe adjusted his schedule accordingly. 

The extra rest appeared to do Kluber wonders out of the chute, considering he breezed through the first six batters he faced on 12 pitches. 

Chicago's lineup went 3-for-18 against him through five shutout innings, during which an ultra-aggressive approach worked in the pitcher's 

favor. 

 

Overall, Kluber (19-7, 2.93 ERA) generated 24 swings and misses in the win, according to Statcast™. That's his most in an outing since Aug. 8, 

2017, when he had 26 against the Rockies. 

 

"Early on ... they were trying to hit the first straight one they saw," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "He's getting that feel for his breaking 

ball back and it gets exciting." 

 

The White Sox finally broke through in the sixth. 

 

Daniel Palka and Omar Narvaez each connected for solo homers off Kluber in the frame, and Yolmer Sanchez added an RBI double in the 

seventh. Those setbacks did not deter Kluber, who dodged a couple more baserunners in order to complete eight innings. He scattered eight 

hits and walked two in the win. 

 

Andrew Miller struck out three in the ninth to pick up the save. 

 

"I'm happy Kluber got the win," Miller said. 

 

The Tribe struck for five runs in White Sox lefty Carlos Rodon's seven innings. Melky Cabrera (RBI double) and Yan Gomes (RBI single) came 

through in the second and Jason Kipnis highlighted a three-run fifth with his 16th home run of the season. 

 

That production put Kluber on a path to win No. 19, which surpassed his previous best of 18 (achieved in 2014, '16 and '17). Kluber, who joined 

Rays lefty Blake Snell atop the AL leaderboard for wins this season, is the first Indians pitcher to reach 19 since Cliff Lee went 22-3 in 2008. 

 

With his effort, Kluber also eclipsed 200 innings and 200 strikeouts to become the first pitcher in Indians history to do so in five consecutive 

seasons. He is only the 40th pitcher in history to meet those benchmarks in at least five years. 

 

"It's just being able to stay healthy and make starts and log innings," Kluber said. "Hopefully, that results in giving the team a chance to win. I'm 

not concerned with what specific statistics are. It's just being able to be reliable and take the ball when it's your turn." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Pain, then gain: Tribe fans held their collective breath in the fifth inning, when Jose Ramirez recoiled in pain after being hit on the left arm by a 

94.7-mph fastball from Rodon. Ramirez was quickly examined and he opted to stay in the game. The AL MVP Award candidate promptly stole 

second (his 33rd theft of the season) and he then scored on the back end of a two-run single by Yandy Diaz to give the Indians a 5-2 lead. 

 

"Fortunately, it got him above the elbow," Francona said. "But, it got him pretty good." 

 

The scare certainly didn't slow Ramirez down. 

"It never will," Francona said with a smile. 

 

Donaldson's sprint: Josh Donaldson drew a one-out walk in the second and then passed another test in his return from a left calf injury. Cabrera 

followed by ripping a pitch into the left-field corner, where the ball slipped under the glove of outfielder Ryan LaMarre. Third-base coach Mike 

Sarbaugh waved Donaldson home and he hustled the remaining 90 feet to score the first run of the night. 

"We knew that he had worked really hard," Francona said. "We just try to use common sense and not overdo it too quick. Everybody wants, 

myself included, you want to see him play, but I think we've tried to manage it pretty well. Pretty soon, we'll be able to turn him loose." 

 

SOUND SMART 

Trevor Bauer (214 strikeouts), Carlos Carrasco (206) and Kluber (205) are the first trio in Indians history to have at least 200 strikeouts in the 

same season. Cleveland is the fourth team to accomplish that, joining the 2013 Tigers, 1969 Astros and 1967 Twins. If Mike Clevinger (196) 

reaches 200 punchouts, the Indians will be the first team in MLB history to have four pitchers reach that milestone in the same campaign. 



Rajai Davis' stolen base in the eighth inning gave him 20 on the season, giving the Indians three players (Lindor, 23; Ramirez, 33) with at least 

20 steals this year. They are the first Indians trio to achieve that feat since 2000, when Roberto Alomar, Kenny Lofton and Omar Vizquel each 

stole at least 20 bags. 

UP NEXT 

Indians right-hander Carlos Carrasco (16-8, 3.41 ERA) is slated to start at 7:10 p.m. ET on Wednesday against the White Sox at Progressive 

Field. In two starts against Chicago this season, Carrasco is 2-0 with 20 strikeouts and one walk in 14 shutout innings. The Sox counter with 

righty Dylan Covey (5-13, 5.64 ERA). 

 

Bauer feels he's close to coming off the DL 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

CLEVELAND -- Trevor Bauer took a seat in the Indians' dugout, grabbed some water and took a break from his simulated throwing session on 

Tuesday afternoon. Slugger Jose Ramirez, sitting on an elevated bench by the railing, turned around and engaged in some friendly trash talk 

with his teammate. 

 

"What're you throwing, 82?" Ramirez quipped. 

"Can you hit it?" the pitcher fired back with a smirk. 

 

This was Bauer in his element. During his offseason workouts, verbal jabs are a part of the daily routine. It is a way for the right-hander to get 

his adrenaline pumping, which can be difficult to do in a non-game setting. In that way, Bauer got more out of his three-inning session on 

Tuesday than his previous mound test, and he feels he is getting closer to being ready for a return from the disabled list. 

 

Bauer worked through roughly 60 pitches, taking breaks between each inning against hitters Eric Haase, Brandon Barnes and Adam Rosales. 

Bauer -- currently sidelined due to a stress fracture in his right fibula -- tested each of his offerings and said he was able to focus on the outing, 

rather than on his mechanics or the ankle. 

 

Bauer felt so good that he joked with manager Terry Francona that he was ready to come off the DL immediately. 

 

"I told Tito I'm available tonight," Bauer said with a laugh. "Based on the information I have right now, I would feel comfortable execution-wise 

being able to go into a big league game. So, we're close." 

 

Francona put his foot on the brakes. 

 

"I'm glad he feels that way," said Francona, who watched Bauer's workout, along with president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti, pitching 

coach Carl Willis and a group of other front office and medical staffers. "I thought he took a good step in the right direction. So, what we'll do 

now next is we'll sit with him and the medical staff and figure out where the next step is. That's where we're at. 

 

"We know Trevor wants to pitch. From our standpoint, the quicker we can get him in a game, without risk, the better. But, that's where you've 

got to listen to the medical guys, too." 

 

Francona was asked if the next step could be activation from the DL. 

 

"It's a scenario," he replied. "I don't know if it's likely." 

 

Between the simulated innings, Bauer received feedback on his pitches from Haase (who also offers the perspective of a catcher), discussed 

things with Willis and later chatted with catcher Roberto Perez. After his last mound workout on Saturday, Bauer said his delivery sequencing 

needed to be ironed out, something that was not as much of an issue this time around. 

 

"All of it's valuable," Bauer said of the information gathered. "I'm not sure exactly how I'm going to use it all yet. I'm still fresh off the mound, so I 

have to cool down, get done with my work, and then process it, look at some video and whatnot. But, the biggest takeaway is that I was able to 

completely focus on competing." 

 

Asked if Ramirez's chatter from the dugout helped at all, Bauer rolled his eyes. 

 

"Jose talks a lot. There's no action behind it," Bauer joked. "He's always telling me he's going to hit a homer off me, and face me, and all that 

stuff. And then he gets a chance, and it's, 'Nah, I don't want to face you.'" 

 

Worth noting 

• Designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion, who sustained a mild right ankle sprain in the fourth inning on Saturday against the Tigers, was out of 

the starting lineup on Tuesday. Francona said it was just an opportunity to give Encarnacion three days' rest and recovery, given the Tribe had 

an off-day on Monday. 

 

"He's fine," Francona said prior to Tuesday's game. "He could've played today. I told him to take [batting practice] and run, and we'll put him in 

there tomorrow." 

 

• Since being activated from the DL on Sept. 11, third baseman Josh Donaldson has been playing on an every-other-day basis. Francona noted 

that Donaldson -- in Tuesday's lineup -- would also start on Wednesday, marking his first back-to-back starts since late May. 

 

  



Covering the Bases: Game 150 

by Jordan Bastian 

Notes and quotes from Tuesday’s 5–3 win over the White Sox… 

 

FIRST: The digital map of the route Jason Kipnis took in the third inning, when Yoan Moncada slashed a Corey Kluber pitch to deep left-center 

field, left a lot to be desired. 

 

Picture the letter “J” and then flip it backwards. 

 

Kipnis broke in on the low line drive — one with an exit velocity of 103.6 mph and a launch angle of 15 degrees, per Statcast — and had to 

quickly alter his course. It was, of course, too late. The baseball dropped a few steps beyond Kipnis’ reach, giving Moncada a double. 

“I just misread a little on that one,” Kipnis said. 

 

Does Greg Allen make the catch on that play? How about Rajai Davis? There’s no way to know definitively. Statcast tells us that the hit 

probability was 61 percent (based on exit velo and angle) and the catch probability (based on the 3.9-second opportunity time and 60 feet of 

ground Kipnis needed to cover) was 54 percent, making that a three-star play. 

 

Using the old-fashioned eye-ball test, yeah, maybe Allen or Davis run that ball down. But, really, that’s not the point here. The Indians want 

Kipnis to be able to run it down and — in order for him to improve in that area — he needs as many chances as possible to learn and adjust. 

 

With the division clinched and a dozen games left in the regular season, Kipnis will continue to get those chances. 

 

“Sure,” Kipnis said, “if you ask anybody who doesn’t want me out there — whoever’s out there playing probably catches that. It’s hard. That’s 

one of the hardest ones — guys were telling me. It’s a low line drive that he just got good wood on and carried all the way to the wall. 

 

“That’s why we’re out here right now: To have plays like these, so they don’t happen later. The more I see, the better it’s going to get.” 

 

 

Kipnis hasn’t had a surplus of opportunities in center field since making the move, but he’s hoping the action continues to pick up. That way, 

when October rolls around, balls like the one Moncada sent over his head won’t become potential game-changing plays. 

 

(For the record, Kluber retired the next two batters he faced to strand Moncada at second.) 

 

“Like I said, it’s a work in progress and this is why we’re out there now,” Kipnis said. “We’re trying to prove that I can do it. I’d much rather do 

something like that today than in a couple weeks here, so I’m not too worried about it at all.” 

 

The way the rest of Tuesday’s game played out gave a preview of what could be the postseason formula. 

 

Cleveland can live with growing pains in center, as long as Kipnis provides an uptick in production to the bottom of the lineup. He went 1-for-3 

with a home run off lefty Carlos Rodon and manned six innings in center with only the one third-inning slip. 

 

Then, when the Indians carried a 5–2 lead into the seventh, Allen took over in center field to upgrade the defense for the later innings. So far, 

so good. And, hopefully, it will continue to get better in the weeks ahead. 

 

“If you ask the coaches I’m working with,” Kipnis said, “I’m getting good jumps on everything. If I get to it, it’s caught. I’m not worried about 

dropping anything. That one was probably one of the first ones I tried to cut across, but it was hit harder than I thought. That’s all that 

happened.” 

 

SECOND: An added benefit to standing in center field for Kipnis is a new vantage point for watching Kluber work. The view from second base 

wasn’t bad, but the movement on the ace’s pitches is easier to see and appreciate from behind the mound. 

 

“I said it probably around the second inning,” said Kipnisa, “I was like, ‘Man, I like this view of his stuff.’ I thought I had a good view at second 

base, but you really get to watch pitchers go to work from center field. His ball is moving all around. You get more of an understanding of why 

it’s so hard to hit it.” 

 

This was a good night for movement watching, too. 

 

Kluber logged 30 curveballs, marking only the fourth time this season he’s thrown that many in a start. Overall, he generated 24 swinging 

strikes — his most since Aug. 8 last year. Twelve of the swinging strikes came via the curve. He hadn’t created that many whiffs with his curve 

since Sept. 17 last year, when he had 16. 

 

One of the big changes this year for Kluber — at least compared to the second half a year ago — has been relying heavily on his sinker. That 

pitch still led the way on Tuesday, being featured 35 times. The cutter was used 30 times (eight swings and misses). 

 

Over the next two outings, it will be interesting to see if the curve usage ticks up at all in preparation for a more swing-and-miss approach for 

the playoffs. 

 



When peering at Kluber’s stats this season, the glaring difference is his strikeout rate. The ace fanned 11.7 per nine innings in 2017, but has 

fanned 9.1 per nine this year. He has cited a couple reasons for this. One, hitters have been ultra-aggressive against him, trying to avoid two-

strike counts. Second, he has countered that by going fastball-heavy to try to create weak contact. 

 

The White Sox saw just 12 pitches in the first two innings combined and ran into six swift outs. They eventually broke through for a few runs, 

but that early efficiency helped Kluber log eight innings, in which he racked up 11 strikeouts. 

 

“They were trying to hit the first straight one they saw,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “He’s getting that feel for his breaking ball back 

and it gets exciting.” 

 

THIRD: Do you remember your first impression of Kluber? 

 

When he first broke into the big leagues, he consistently had trouble getting out of the first inning. Often, it was because he leaned too much on 

his four-seam fastball, leaving the good breaking stuff in his back pocket until it was too late. It was really hard to envision him ever being an 

ace-caliber arm. 

 

Kluber was still getting used to his sinker-cutter-curve approach in 2012. It took until ’13 for him to start looking like the makings of a front-line 

starter. 

 

“He was a different pitcher back then,” said Josh Tomlin, Cleveland’s longest-tenured player. “It was still a lot of four-seamers. I can remember 

a lot of us talking about, ‘This guy’s got the stuff to be a top-of-the-line rotation guy. Either that, or a back-end of the bullpen type of guy.’ But, it 

was one of those things where he scattered the ball all over the place. He didn’t really have the command that he has now.” 

 

Now? 

 

Kluber has become an annual contender for a Cy Young Award — he’s got two at home — and as safe a bet as any to notch 200 innings and 

200 strikeouts in a season. He’s done that five years in a row, which is something no Cleveland pitcher had done previously in team history. 

 

“Watching what he’s done over these past five or six years now,” Tomlin said. “it’s impressive in its own right, because he went from a guy who 

couldn’t command the ball very well to almost leading in the walk category every single year now. If he’s not first, he’s top five, and he still 

strikes everybody out and he still gets 200 innings and he strikes out 200. It’s a testament to his work ethic, first and foremost. 

 

“Second, it’s his character, how he goes about his business on a daily basis. He’s very consistent. He’s very even-keel. He’s the same person 

day in and day out. He hasn’t changed a lick from the first day he called to the day he won his second Cy Young. He’s one of the best pitchers, 

if not the best, pitcher in the game these last five years. And he doesn’t let any of that stuff change him. He doesn’t listen to the noise. 

 

“He knows how to block it out. He’s one of the most mentally tough human beings I’ve ever met in my life.” 

 

Dating back to 2014, when Kluber won his first Cy Young, the right-hander has gone 82–45 with a 2.85 ERA and 1,211 strikeouts vs. 220 walks 

in 1,079.1 innings. This year, he’s hit a career best in wins (19), while posting a 2.93 ERA with 205 strikeouts against 31 walks in 203 innings 

(31 starts). 

 

According to STATS LLC, Kluber recorded his 1,400th career strikeout in the fifth inning, doing so in his 199th career game. He and Randy 

Johnson (196 games) are the only pitchers in MLB history to reach that milestone within their first 200 career games. 

 

“He’s one of the very best,” Francona said. “What was it, five years ago when he won his first Cy Young award? I remember the one thing I said 

was, ‘He hasn’t done it over and over yet,’ because he was young. Now, he’s done it over and over and over, and it’s every bit as impressive.” 

 

HOME: I’ll leave you with a few quick hits for tonight… 

 

Jose Ramirez was in clear pain after being hit on the left arm with a pitch in the fifth inning. He shook it off, stole second and scored on a two-

run single by Yandy Diaz. In the quest for a 40/40 season, Ramirez is sitting on 38 homers and 33 steals with 12 games to go. Alfonso Soriano 

(2006), A-Rod (1998), Barry Bonds (1996) and Jose Canseco (1988) have the only 40/40 seasons in history. 

Andrew Miller worked the ninth and — thanks to a passed ball — had a shot at a four-strikeout, one-inning outing. Only Paul Shuey (May 14, 

1994 vs. Detroit) has done that in Cleveland history, thanks to a wild pitch. Alas, Miller induced a game-inning groundout. 

Miller logged 19 pitches, generating three swinging strikes apiece on his slider (10 at 83.8 mph on average) and fastball (nine at 94.5 mph on 

average). The lefty looked good to the point that Francona said, “I thought it was his best outing yet, the best stuff.” 

Said Miller: “My arm feels as good as it’s felt in a long time. I think that the knee is kind of something I’m not really thinking about, which is 

exactly where we want it. The idea is to kind of check a couple boxes. I threw an inning-plus the other day. I was pretty efficient. Unfortunate 

ending for it, but I think back-to-backs is in the cards next, whether that’s tomorrow or at some point this week. I don’t know. I don’t think it really 

matters. But I think we want to make sure we do all that stuff, but that’s the least of my concerns. I’m trying to get a little bit better each time out. 

I think today was really a good step in understanding what I’m trying to do, take off those rusty aspects of what I’m fighting through.” 

Melky Cabrera just keeps on hitting. The veteran went 1-for-4 with an RBI double and is now batting .301 in 50 games since rejoining Cleveland 

on July 21. He’s batting .330 (30-for-91) this year with runners on base, leading the way for Cleveland and good for fifth-best in the AL entering 

Tuesday (min. 100 plate appearances). 

Kluber joined Trevor Bauer (214) and Carlos Carrasco (206) in the 200 strikeout club this season. Only the 2018 Indians, 2013 Tigers (Max 

Scherzer, Justin Verlander and Anibal Sanchez), 1969 Astros (Larry Dierker, Tom Griffin and Don Wilson) and 1967 Twins (Jim Kaat, Dave 

Boswell and Dean Chance) have had trios with at least 200 K’s in the same year. 



If Mike Clevinger (196 strikeouts) gets four more punchouts, this Indians team will be the first in MLB history with four pitchers hitting that 

benchmark in the same campaign. 

ICYMI: Bauer logged a three-inning sim game on Tuesday. 

 

Andrew Miller, Josh Donaldson continue to take 'baby steps' toward October for Cleveland Indians 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - When left-hander Andrew Miller came off the disabled list for the third time this season on Sept. 10, he said he wanted to 

pitch as much as possible to get ready for the postseason. 

 

His wish, to date, has been granted. 

 

Third baseman Josh Donaldson came off the disabled list the next day on Sept. 11. The Indians needed to get him ready for the postseason as 

well, but they had to show more caution with Donaldson because he hadn't played regularly since last May due to a left calf injury. 

 

In Tuesday night's 5-3 win over the White Sox at Progressive Field, the Indians saw progress from both players. 

 

Miller, making his fifth appearance since being activated, needed four outs to get through the ninth inning for his second save of the season, but 

when it was over manager Terry Francona was happy. 

 

"I thought it was his best outing yet," said Francona. "He had his best stuff. He had the strikeout that was kind of a wild pitch (passed ball) or 

whatever you call of it. So he had to pitch out trouble, but I thought by far it was his best stuff." 

Miller was throwing sliders at 83 mph to 84 mph and hit 97 mph with his fastball. He struck out Yoan Moncada to start the ninth. Then he struck 

out pinch-hitter Wellington Castillo, but he reached first when catcher Yan Gomes was charged with a passed ball on a darting pitch from Miller. 

Yolmer Sanchez went down swinging for the second out, but Tim Anderson sent a broken bat single into right field. Daniel Palka, who homered 

in the sixth, grounded out to third to end the game. 

 

"I am really fortunate that the team has taken care of business and we're in a situation where I can kind of use this to focus on me," said Miller, 

referring to the Indians clinching the AL Central on Saturday. "I can go out there and focus on taking these baby steps and being ready at the 

end of the year. So far the plan couldn't be any better." 

 

In five appearances, Miller has allowed two earned runs in five innings. He's struck out eight and allowed five hits. 

 

"My arm feels as good as it has felt in a long time and my (right) knee is something I'm not really thinking about, which is exactly what we 

wanted," said Miller. "The idea is to check a couple of boxes. I threw an inning plus the other day and was pretty efficient. I think back-to-back is 

in the cards whether that's tomorrow or at some point this week. 

 

"I don't think it really matters. We want to make sure we do all that stuff, but that's the least of my concerns. I'm just trying to get a little bit better 

each time out. Tonight was a real good step in understanding what I was trying to do and shake off those rusty aspects of what I'm fighting 

through." 

And there's nothing like the intensity spike of the ninth inning to sharpen one's focus. 

 

"I think it was good," said Miller. "It was a little kick of adrenaline. You don't want to mess it up. For me, as much fun as I've ever had, is closing 

out games. I love looking up at the scoreboard and looking at the lineup card and trying to get through that. You always want one, two, three 

scoreless innings, but working through those situations, for me, is a lot of fun and as good as it gets for a reliever." 

 

Donaldson made his fourth start at third base on Tuesday night. He walked twice and hit one ball hard, a line drive to the left fielder. But it was 

his walk in the second inning that represented a challenge that had to be met. 

 

He drew a four-pitch walk from Carlos Rodon with one out. Melky Cabrera, the next batter, doubled into the left field corner. Donaldson scored 

all the way from first with the thought of his calf injury bouncing around in the back of his brain as he circled the bases. 

"I felt good, I felt pretty smooth running," said Donaldson. "I don't want to say it's not there, but it's getting less there. The more that I'm able to 

do that in a game, and continue to feel good about it, it's just going to get better. I don't know if I'm going to get any faster, but I won't have to 

think about it that much." 

The Indians acquired Donaldson from Toronto on Aug. 31. He's a three-time All-Star and AL MVP in 2015. But he's played only 41 games this 

season because of shoulder and calf injuries. 

 

"When we saw him workout, we knew he'd worked really hard," said Francona, referring to Donaldson. "You just have to use common sense 

and not overdo it too quick. Everybody, myself included, wants to see him play. But I think we've managed it pretty well. Pretty soon we'll be 

able to turn him loose." 

 

Corey Kluber strikes out 11, gets career-high 19th win as Cleveland Indians down Chicago White Sox, 5-3 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Corey Kluber reached the 19-win mark for the first time in his career as he struck out 11 Chicago White Sox batters in 

leading the Cleveland Indians to a 5-3 victory at Progressive Field. 

 

Kluber  (19-6, 2.93) had won 18 games in each of the last three seasons and four of the last five. Tuesday's career-high marks the most wins in 

a single season by a Tribe starter since Cliff Lee won 22 in his Cy Young campaign of 2008. Kluber is the first Cleveland right-hander to win 19 

games since Roberto Hernandez (aka Fausto Carmona) did so in 2007. 



The occasion allowed manager Terry Francona to recall his impression of Kluber five years ago when the righty won his first AL Cy Young 

Award.  

 

"I remember the one thing I said was, 'he hasn't done it over and over yet,' because he was young," Francona said. "Now, he's done it over and 

over and over, and it's every bit as impressive." 

But the victory wasn't Kluber's only accomplishment Tuesday. His fifth-inning strikeout of Chicago's Ryan LaMarre was his 200th of the season, 

making Kluber the first Indians pitcher since Sam McDowell (1965-70) to record five consecutive years with 200 or more strikeouts. Bob Feller 

had four straight (1938-41) and five overall. 

 

Kluber's 11 strikeouts mark the sixth time this season he's reached double digits in punchouts and the 28th time an Indians starting pitcher has 

accomplished the feat, tying Houston for the MLB lead. 

 

The two-time Cy Young Award winner cruised through the first five innings before allowing solo home runs to Daniel Palka and Omar Narvaez 

in the sixth and an RBI double to Yolmer Sanchez in the seventh that cut Cleveland's lead to two runs. 

 

But with the tying run on base in the eighth, Kluber got LaMarre to ground out, ending a Chicago scoring threat. Andrew Miller worked the ninth 

inning for his second save. 

 

Kluber had not worked since a 55-pitch outing against Tampa Bay on Sept. 10, but did not hesitate to come back out for the eighth inning 

because the best way to stay locked in, he said, is to keep your foot on the gas. 

 

"It makes the most sense to still try to stay in that competitive frame of mind," Kluber said. "I don't want to go out there and feel like it's spring 

training or something like that, just because we've already clinched." 

 

Third baseman Josh Donaldson passed an early test when he scored all the way from first base on a double by Melky Cabrera in the second 

inning. Donaldson, who was activated a week ago from the disabled list after recovering from left calf strain, showed no signs of trouble as he 

raced around third while the ball got past LaMarre in the left field corner. 

 

 

 

Yan Gomes followed with an RBI base hit up the middle to give the Indians a 2-0 advantage against Chicago starter Carlos Rodon (6-6, 3.30). 

 

Jason Kipnis stretched the Tribe's lead to three with a leadoff solo home run to right against Rodon in the fifth before Yandy Diaz made it 5-0 

with a two-run single to center. 

 

For Kipnis, it was his first home run against Rodon in 35 career at-bats and his fourth homer of the season against a lefty. 

 

"He got behind in the count 3-0, then the 3-1 pitch -- that's four fastballs in a row that I've seen from his release point," Kipnis said. "I just got a 

little bit in on it and put a good swing on it. He's tough. He gets better as the game goes on, too." 

 

What it means 

The Indians defeated the White Sox for the 11th time in 14 games this season. Cleveland is a perfect 7-0 against Chicago at Progressive Field, 

and has outscored the Sox 78-37 overall. 

 

The pitches 

Rodon threw 84 pitches, 47 (60 percent) for strikes. Kluber threw 107 pitches, 75 (70 percent) for strikes. 

 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and White Sox drew 19,277 fans to Progressive Field. First pitch was at 7:11 p.m. with a temperature of 78 degrees. 

 

Next 

The series continues Wednesday as Chicago righty Dylan Covey (5-13, 5.64) faces Cleveland's Carlos Carrasco (16-8, 3.41) at 7:10 p.m. 

SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 

Carrasco will be facing the White Sox for the third time this season. He is 2-0 and has allowed just one earned run in 14 innings against the 

South Siders this season. 

 

Cleveland Indians pitcher Corey Kluber reaches 200 strikeouts for the 5th straight season 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians pitcher Corey Kluber reached the 200-strikeout mark for the fifth time in his career when he retired 

Chicago's Ryan LaMarre on three pitches in the fifth inning Tuesday at Progressive Field. 

 

Kluber matched Bob Feller with five 200-strikeout seasons, one behind franchise leader Sam McDowell (six). He joined teammates Trevor 

Bauer (214) and Carlos Carrasco (206) in the 200-strikeout club this season. 

 

Mike Clevinger (196) could make the Indians the first team in major league history with four 200-strikeout pitchers in the same season in his 

next start. The 2013 Tigers, 1969 Astros and 1967 Twins are the only teams with three pitchers to reach that mark. 

 



Kluber has punched out at least 200 each season since 2014. It's the second-longest such run in club history behind McDowell's six from 1965-

1970. This year, Kluber has five games with double-digit strikeouts, including a 13-strikeout performance April 9 against Detroit. 

 

Kluber's career-high is 269 strikeouts in his AL Cy Young Award-winning season of 2014. He struck out 265 in winning the award for a second 

time last year. 

 

Cleveland Indians Trevor Bauer still needs to pass tests before returning to the mound 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Manager Terry Francona, after watching Trevor Bauer throw a three-inning simulated game Tuesday afternoon at 

Progressive Field, said it was a "step in the right direction." 

 

Bauer kiddingly told reporters, "I told Tito I was available for tonight." 

The Indians, who clinched the AL Central on Saturday, open a three-game series against the White Sox tonight. 

 

"I'm glad he feels that way," said Francona, "but I don't think that's going to happen, but it's nice to hear him say that." 

 

Bauer is recovering from a stress fracture in his right leg. He suffered the injury on Aug. 11 when White Sox first baseman Jose Abreu hit him 

with a line drive. He's been working his way back ever since. 

 

Last week Bauer threw bullpen sessions on Thursday and Saturday. Tuesday was the first time he's faced batters. Bauer felt his injury 

restricted him on Saturday, but said that was not the case Tuesday. 

 

"I haven't seen the video yet to confirm, but my feeling coming off the mound is no, it wasn't," said Bauer. 

 

Francona said he'll sit down with Bauer and the medical staff to determine their next step. The Indians want to get him back in games as quickly 

as possible, but they don't want to put him at risk because of his injury. 

 

"We need to sit and talk with the medical staff and feel what's in his best interest," said Francona. "We know Trevor wants to pitch. From our 

standpoint, the quicker we can get him in a game, without risk, the better. But that's where you gotta listen to the medical guys, too." 

 

 

The Indians were sure Bauer would keep his arm in shape, but they need to know if he can field his position and cover first base. 

 

"I think I have to pass some tests fielding my position, covering first and some bunts, stuff like that," said Bauer. "Based on the information I 

have right now, I would feel comfortable execution wise (regarding his pitches) being able to go into a big-league game. So we're close." 

 

Bauer said facing hitters on Tuesday helped. 

 

"It helps a lot because then it's more about trying to execute a sequence (of pitches)," said Bauer. "There are counts. There's feedback on your 

stuff. It's still hard to get the adrenaline up to game levels, but there's definitely more there than in a bullpen (session). 

 

"You get to two strikes and go, 'OK, I want to put this guy away.' Or you go 2-0 and it's 'I want to throw a strike here.' So, it definitely simulates 

the game a lot closer, and then really drives the external focus, because you're looking at a familiar setting, guys in the box, and just a familiar 

look. A lot of the internal stuff that you notice in the bullpen, you don't notice out there, because there's external stimulus." 

 

Francona said Bauer threw between 17 and 19 pitches in each inning. 

The Indians, counting Tuesday, have 13 games left in the season. It's unclear if that's enough time to put Bauer back in the rotation or have him 

pitch out of the bullpen for the postseason. 

 

"I don't control that, so you'll have to talk to somebody else about that," said Bauer. "I say this all the time, I pitch when they tell me to pitch, 

whether that's in the starting rotation, in the bullpen, not at all. That's their decision." 

 

Bubbly all around: Cody Allen and others chipped in to buy Indians players, coaches and staff members each a bottle of champagne to 

celebrate the team's third straight AL Central title. The bottles, enclosed in black boxes, were displayed on a table in the Tribe's locker room on 

Tuesday. The boxes were being autographed by each player on the team. 

 

It's safe to say the champagne was a bit more expensive than the kind that was sprayed around the clubhouse on Saturday after a 15-0 

division-clinching win over Detroit. 

 

Easy does it: Edwin Encarnacion was rested for the second straight game Tuesday. He left Saturday's game after twisting his right ankle, but 

Francona said Encarnacion was fine and could have played Tuesday night. 

 

No Abreu vs. Indians: Jose Abreu will miss this three-game series against the Indians because of an infection in his right thigh due to an 

ingrown hair. He needed a surgical procedure to get rid of the infection. 

Abreu is a career .320 (16-for-50) with five homers and 12 RBI against Corey Kluber, who started against the White Sox on Tuesday. 

Finally: Jose Ramirez is the first Tribe third baseman (75 percent of his games played at third) to drive in 100 or more runs in a season since 

Travis Fryman drove in 106 in 2000. Ramirez is just the third third baseman in MLB history to have a season in which he's hit 30-plus homers, 

stolen 30-plus bases, driven in 100-plus runs and scored 100-plus runs. 



Howard Johnson and David Wright, both of the Mets, did it in 1989 and 2007, respectively. Ramirez is the first player at any position to have 

that kind of season since Milwaukee's Ryan Braun did it in 2012. 

 

Q&A: Trevor Bauer returns José Ramírez’s playful trash talk, evaluates his latest ‘good step’ 

By T.J. Zuppe Sep 19, 2018  1   

CLEVELAND — Trevor Bauer sat at the far end of the third-base dugout, taking a moment to simulate the usual downtime between innings. But 

Bauer couldn’t relax for long before José Ramírez began playfully chirping about the right-hander’s velocity. 

 

That prompted the rehabbing hurler to invite the switch-hitter into the batter’s box. 

 

“You tell me what you want to hit and I’ll throw it,” Bauer said. 

 

Ramírez pointed toward the outfield and requested a “home run pitch.” 

 

“No chance,” Bauer retorted. 

 

“Get José in there and I guarantee I hit 94 (mph).” 

 

While the fun banter could have been distracting to some, it was precisely the type of interaction Bauer has craved while rehabbing the stress 

fracture in his right leg. After all, it’s tough to simulate the competitiveness of an actual game in these types of bullpen and mound sessions, but 

a little trash talk certainly helps get the juices flowing. 

 

“José talks a lot. There’s no action behind it,” Bauer said with a smile. “He’s always telling me he’s going to hit a homer off me and face me and 

all that stuff. And then he gets a chance, and it’s, ‘Nah, I don’t want to face you.’ ” 

 

Adam Rosales, Eric Haase and Brandon Barnes did, however, seeing approximately 17-19 pitches per inning over three simulated frames. 

Bauer appeared to react well to the presence of hitters, looking a bit more like his typical self (at least when compared with Saturday’s 40-pitch 

session). 

 

Bauer even joked that he’d make himself available Tuesday night. 

 

“I’m glad he feels that way,” Terry Francona said with a grin. “I don’t think that’s going to happen, but it’s nice to hear him say that. I thought he 

took a good step in the right direction.” 

 

The team plans to sit down with Bauer and the medical staff over the next few days to figure out the next step. That could mean another 

throwing session later this week. It could also mean pitching in an actual game. 

 

“I don’t know if it’s likely, but that’s one (scenario),” Francona said. 

 

However, the club is still far from putting an expectation on Bauer’s postseason role. 

 

“We can’t make that decision until we have a lot more information,” Francona said. “Right now, we’re just trying to figure out what our next step 

is.” 

After sharing a fist-bump with Ramírez and finishing off his three-inning session Tuesday, Bauer analyzed his day with a group of reporters in 

the Indians dugout. 

 

(Note: Questions were edited and reordered for additional clarity.) 

 

How much of a difference does it make when you have a hitter standing up there? 

 

Seeing the hitters in the box helps a lot, because then it’s more about trying to execute a sequence, a pitch. There’s counts. There’s feedback 

on your stuff. It’s still hard to get the adrenaline up to game levels, but there’s definitely more there than in a bullpen. You get to two strikes and 

go, “OK, I want to put this guy away.” Or you go 2-0 and it’s, “I want to throw a strike here.” So, it definitely simulates the game a lot closer, and 

then really drives the external focus, because you’re looking at a familiar setting, guys in the box, and just a familiar look. A lot of the internal 

stuff that you notice in the bullpen, you don’t notice out there, because there’s external stimulus. 

 

You spent some time talking to the hitters and Roberto Pérez between simulated innings. How nice is that instant feedback? 

 

I wasn’t even talking to Berto really about it. We were talking about other stuff, too. The one thing I did mention, I was just pulling all my sliders 

the first couple innings, which I have a tendency to do, because I want to see it off the plate, away. And I start it there and it runs even further, 

instead of trying to start it middle and running off. Those are the things, those cues that come back to you when you see hitters and you’re like, 

“OK, I missed over there a couple times. I know what I need to do to correct that.” And in the last inning, I was actually able to throw a couple 

sliders that started inner half and worked away, so that was good. 

 

Between innings, Eric Haase was giving you some specific information about how your pitchers were moving, too. 

 

Yeah, it’s nice, because he sees it from both angles, right? He’s catching. He hasn’t caught me this year, but that’s valuable when you have 

someone that catches and someone obviously that hits that can give you that feedback from both angles. So, it’s valuable. All of it’s valuable. 



I’m not sure exactly how I’m going to use it all yet. I’m still fresh off the mound, so I have to cool down, get done with my work, and then process 

it, look at some video and whatnot. But, the biggest takeaway is that I was able to completely focus on competing instead of being worried 

about or noticing if there’s any discomfort or the ankle. I didn’t really think about it at all and that’s the most important thing. 

 

Physically, how do you feel? 

 

Good. Yeah, I feel really good. 

 

Saturday, you said your mechanics were a little out of sequence. Was today better in that regard? 

 

Yeah, it felt a lot better today. I think, again, that’s that external stimulus. I’ll have to check the video, make sure that the objective feedback is 

consistent with the subjective feedback. But, as I feel currently, right now, with the information I have, I’d say I was a lot better. 

 

Would you say you feel more encouraged today than you felt a few weeks ago? 

 

Yeah, for sure. Definitely. I feel better. 

 

You are on the team’s schedule, but do you know what your next step will be? 

 

I don’t know. I think I have to pass some (tests) fielding my position, covering first and some bunts, stuff like that. Based on the information I 

have right now, I would feel comfortable execution wise being able to go into a big-league game. So, we’re close. 

 

Have you had another MRI since the scan a few weeks ago showed “minimal recovery”? 

 

Well, it showed exactly what we’d expect in that timeline. So, saying minimal recovery (sounds negative). On CT scans, you tend not to see any 

bone bridging on hairline fractures, but no, I haven’t had a scan since then. We’re going to get another one at some point, I’m not sure when, 

just to make sure everything’s progressing. But all the tests, stress tests, all that comes back positive every day. We’re very confident we’re on 

the right track. 

 

Did your leg restrict you at all today? 

 

Not that I know of. In my bullpen on Saturday, it was for sure. But today, again, just haven’t seen the video yet to confirm, but my feeling coming 

off the mound is no, it wasn’t. 

 

It’s still uncertain what your role will be in the playoffs. Would you be OK pitching out of the bullpen in the postseason? 

 

It’s not my decision. I can’t control it. They decide the roster. Tito chooses who pitches. I’m just trying to get back to healthy so I can try to help 

the team. If you want to go ask them and try to pin them on an answer before anybody else, then go for it, but as of now I don’t have an answer 

for that. I’m not going to talk about it any further. 

 

Are you still expecting to pitch in a game before the regular season ends? 

 

Yeah, I would hope so. Assuming I come in tomorrow as I felt the last week or so, then I think we’re on schedule. 

 

The making of a Cleveland Indians post-clinch ‘hangover lineup’ 

Zack Meisel Sep 16, 2018  6  CLEVELAND — Terry Francona had sketched two lineups for Saturday’s game between the Indians and Tigers. 

When the Tribe fell short Friday night, Brad Mills tacked the one filled with regular starters onto the bulletin board on the far end of the home 

clubhouse. 

 

With the Indians ahead 15-0 in the seventh inning Saturday afternoon — before the players soaked every square inch of the clubhouse with 

champagne and Budweiser — Mills hustled up the tunnel and pinned what he termed a “skeleton lineup” to the board. Referring to it as a 

“hangover lineup” would also suffice. 

 

José Ramírez could recline in his black leather chair at his locker and puff his cigar until dawn if he wanted. He knew he’d have Sunday (and 

Monday’s off-day) to recover. The same goes for Francisco Lindor, who was dripping from goggles to flip-flops in champagne. 

 

The day after a division-clinch celebration often brings a batting order packed with unfamiliar names. 

 

When I approached Greg Allen — whose name was scribbled in Sharpie in the No. 2 spot, just ahead of former AL MVP Josh Donaldson — he 

hadn’t yet seen the lineup. I showed him a picture of the order and, after a lengthy laugh, he counted how many of the starting nine had played 

for Class AAA Columbus at some point this season. 

 

(The answer: five, not including rehab assignments for Donaldson and Brandon Guyer) 

 

Here’s the Sunday lineup: 

 

1. LF Rajai Davis 

2. CF Greg Allen 



3. 3B Josh Donaldson 

4. 1B Yandy Díaz 

5. DH Brandon Guyer 

6. RF Brandon Barnes 

7. C Eric Haase 

8. SS Erik González 

9. 2B Adam Rosales 

Barnes, Rosales and Haase joined the big-league club from Columbus earlier this month. Donaldson joined the organization two weeks ago 

following the trade with Toronto. He’s only in the lineup so he can continue his recovery from a calf injury. González has spent the season as 

the Indians’ seldom-used utility man. 

 

“There are guys who need days off,” Mills told The Athletic. “Now, they’re going to get Sunday and Monday, which is nice. Some of these guys, 

we haven’t seen since spring training, or we haven’t really seen (at all). It’s going to be a lot of fun to watch them play.” 

 

The Indians are pretty much locked into the No. 3 seed in the American League. They sit 10 games behind the Astros. Their primary objective 

for the final two weeks of the regular season is to return Donaldson, Trevor Bauer and Andrew Miller to full health. 

 

Last year, the Indians were in pursuit of home-field advantage. They had a day off after their celebration and then they kept their foot on the 

gas. 

 

Ah, but the 2016 hangover lineup was a beauty. 

1. CF Tyler Naquin 

2. 2B Michael Martínez 

3. RF Abraham Almonte 

4. DH Carlos Santana 

5. LF Brandon Guyer 

6. 1B Jesús Aguilar 

7. 3B Chris Gimenez 

8. C Adam Moore 

9. SS Erik González 

It marked Gimenez’s first career start at third base. In that game, Moore registered three of his five plate appearances with the Indians that 

year. The Indians lost to the Tigers 12-0. 

In 2001, the Indians had an off-day after their celebration, but Charlie Manuel still trotted out a few backups in a 5-1 loss to the Royals. 

1. CF Milton Bradley (his first career start with Cleveland) 

2. SS John McDonald 

3. 2B Roberto Alomar 

4. RF Juan Gonzalez 

5. DH Jim Thome 

6. LF Marty Cordova 

7. 3B Russell Branyan 

8. 1B Wil Cordero 

9. C Eddie Taubensee 

 

In 1999, the Indians clinched in between series in Texas and Chicago. A year earlier, they defeated the Twins 9-1 with a bevy of backups in the 

batting order. Of course, in that era, even the Indians’ reserves could offer opposing pitchers nightmares. 

1. 2B Joey Cora 

2. SS Enrique Wilson 

3. 3B Travis Fryman 

4. RF Manny Ramirez 

5. DH Jim Thome 

6. 1B Richie Sexson (his rookie season) 

7. CF Mark Whiten 

8. LF Brian Giles 

9. C Einar Diaz (his ninth career start in the majors) 

 

The Indians didn’t clinch until the final week of the regular season in 1997, a rarity during that stretch. 

1. 2B Bip Roberts 

2. 3B Jeff Branson 

3. RF Manny Ramirez 

4. 1B Jim Thome 

5. DH David Justice 

6. C Sandy Alomar 

7. CF Brian Giles 

8. LF Bruce Aven 

9. SS Enrique Wilson 

 

And then, there’s the golden standard of hangover lineups. The 1996 team topped the White Sox 4-3 on Sept. 18 at Comiskey Park with this 

order: 



 

1. 2B Casey Candaele 

2. 3B Geronimo Pena 

3. RF Brian Giles 

4. DH Manny Ramirez 

5. LF Nigel Wilson 

6. 1B Jeff Kent 

7. CF Ryan Thompson 

8. C Tony Pena 

9. SS Damian Jackson 

 

How Cody Allen helped the Indians discover Jon Edwards, a reliever who traveled a winding road to get here 

Zack Meisel 1h ago  

CLEVELAND — When his dad stands tall on the mound, Benjamin Edwards assumes a crouching position from his seat in the stands. He 

stretches his hand out toward the field, pretending he’s equipped with a glove, a mask and the rest of a catcher’s ensemble. 

 

Benjamin, who turns 3 in October, finally had the chance to practice that routine at a big-league ballpark. The Indians summoned Jon Edwards 

from Class AAA Columbus at the start of the month. 

 

Edwards might not be a familiar name to Tribe fans. He joined the organization in late March on a minor-league deal and, once he fully 

recovered from Tommy John surgery, he quietly plodded along at Class AA Akron and Columbus. 

 

Arm trouble wiped out his 2016 and ’17 seasons. He secured his real estate license, considered other careers. It wasn’t his first bout with 

uncertainty. After the St. Louis Cardinals cut him loose, he spent time in a pair of independent leagues as he transitioned from outfielder to 

pitcher. 

 

But on Sept. 1, the bullpen door at Progressive Field swung open, he trotted down the steps, paused on the warning track and soaked it all in. 

 

After 1,043 days, he had returned to a big-league mound. 

 

And in the stands squatted his toddler son, ready to catch his mid-90s fastball. 

 

Edwards and Cody Allen played at the same showcases in high school, but had never really met until they started working out together at TMI 

Sports Medicine in Arlington, Texas, last winter. 

 

Edwards underwent Tommy John surgery on June 5, 2017. The Padres released him before the start of the regular season, but they paid for 

his operation and rehab process. He spent last winter on the recovery trail, hoping to latch on with some team once he started throwing. 

 

Allen wanted to make sure that team was the Indians. He reached out to the front office. 

 

“I was like, ‘Hey, this guy is throwing the heck out of the ball and doesn’t have a team yet,’ ” Allen told The Athletic. 

 

The Indians completed a video assessment of Edwards and studied his profile. They knew he’d need more time to finish his recovery, but they 

were intrigued. 

 

“We weren’t sure exactly what to expect, given the unique trajectory of his career,” Chris Antonetti told The Athletic. “A former position player 

that had that injury. But we felt it was worthwhile to take a shot on him and bring him in. 

 

“Cody should get a finder’s fee.” 

 

As Antonetti said that, Allen walked past, on his way into the visitors clubhouse at Tropicana Field. 

 

“He’s a big donkey,” Allen said, laughing. “It was really hard to find him.” 

 

It’s not uncommon for a player to deliver a harmless suggestion or a scouting report to the front office. Yan Gomes passed along an 

assessment of pitcher Luke Hochevar a couple of years ago. Edwin Encarnacion requested that the Indians give Wily Mo Peña a look last 

spring, and he implored them to believe in Melky Cabrera this summer. 

 

“If scouting was that easy … ” Allen said. “He has a rocket for an arm and a great slider. He’s pitched in the big leagues before. It’s a no-

brainer. I just passed it along to the right people and let them do their job and, obviously, they saw something they liked a lot.” 

The Cardinals severed ties with Edwards after the 2010 season. He was an outfielder whose offensive production had drastically declined, and 

he never climbed past A-ball. 

 

The next year, he survived in independent ball, first with the San Angelo Colts of the North American Baseball League. There, he played for 

Doc Edwards, the former Indians manager who passed away this summer. Doc encouraged him to experiment with pitching. He joined the 

Alpine Cowboys of the Pecos League to do just that. 

 



The Rangers scooped him up in 2012, and he broke into the majors two years later. Texas traded him to San Diego in 2015. He missed the 

2016 campaign with what he thought was a flexor strain. He tried stem-cell therapy and PRP injections (platelet-rich plasma), but the discomfort 

persisted and flared up again last spring. He went under the knife a few months later. 

 

He wasn’t sure if he’d ever return to the majors, if any team would take a chance on him in any capacity. He earned his real estate license. He 

helped out at a baseball facility in Fort Worth. He considered branching out into ministry. 

 

When the Indians called, he placed his alternatives on hold. 

 

Edwards rehabbed this spring at the Indians’ complex in Arizona, where he developed a friendship with Cody Anderson, who was also working 

his way back from elbow surgery. After a short stint at Akron, he advanced to Columbus, where he logged a 3.60 ERA, with nine walks and 42 

strikeouts in 30 innings. 

 

That output earned him a September call-up. 

 

“He’s been an interesting arm,” Terry Francona said. “Mid-90s fastball, some experience, a guy who could potentially help us next year, too, so 

we wanted to get a look at him.” 

 

Given his journey to arrive at this point, his emotions ran high when he entered the Indians’ clubhouse for the first time. 

 

“It was a little like the first time I got called up, I’m not gonna lie,” he said. “It was a long road.” 

 

In his first major-league outing in three years, Edwards walked two Tampa Bay Rays to load the bases with two outs. 

 

“I hadn’t felt that much adrenaline in a while,” he said. “It got a little fast on me.” 

 

Tribe pitching coach Carl Willis jogged out to the mound in an effort to slow things down for the 30-year-old. Edwards induced an inning-ending 

groundout. 

 

The Indians’ bullpen could undergo an offseason face-lift if Allen and Andrew Miller depart via free agency. Edwards is under team control, 

which explains why the team wanted to get a head start on seeing him up close this month. 

 

He can sell houses or join the ministry some other time. For now, he’s grateful to be able to peer in at Yan Gomes or Roberto Pérez and know 

that, a few rows behind his actual catcher is a soon-to-be-3-year-old mimicking that same stance. 

 

“He throws a fit every night when we have to take him home,” Edwards said. “But he loves it.” 

 

Trevor Bauer upbeat as he continues comeback 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Trevor Bauer is so close to returning to the Indians’ active roster he joked with Manager Terry Francona about being able to pitch against the 

White Sox on Sept. 18 – but he’s not quite there yet. 

 

Bauer, recovering from a right leg stress fracture that has kept him on the disabled list since Aug. 12, pitched three innings of a simulated game 

before Corey Kluber faced the White Sox to open a three-game series. Each inning, with an Indians player in the batter’s box, consisted of 

between 17-19 pitches. 

 

Bauer wasn’t smiling because his facial muscles don’t work that way when he talks to reporters, but he came away from the workout upbeat 

about his chances of being able to contribute in the postseason. 

 

“Seeing the hitters in the box helps a lot, because then it’s more about trying to execute a sequence, a pitch,” Bauer said. “There are counts. 

There’s feedback on your stuff. It’s still hard to get the adrenaline up to game levels, but there’s definitely more there than in a bullpen. 

“I was just pulling all my sliders the first couple innings, which I have a tendency to do, because I want to see it off the plate, away. And I start it 

there and it runs even further, instead of trying to start it middle and running off. Those are the things, those cues that come back to you when 

you see hitters and you’re like, ‘OK, I missed over there a couple times. I know what I need to do to correct that.’ ” 

 

Bauer last threw in a bullpen session Sept. 15. He said his right leg restricted him at that time, but not three nights later. 

 

“I feel better; I don’t know how exactly to expand on that,” Bauer said. “I told Tito I’m available tonight. No, I don’t know. I think I have to pass 

some (tests) fielding my position, covering first and some bunts, stuff like that. Based on the information I have right now, I would feel 

comfortable execution-wise being able to go into a big-league game. So, we’re close.” 

 

The Indians and Bauer are racing the calendar. They open the ALDS on Oct. 5, most likely against the Astros in Houston. 

 

“We know Trevor wants to pitch,” Francona said. “From our standpoint, the quicker we can get him in a game, without risk, the better. But that’s 

where you have to listen to the medical guys, too. 

 



“I thought he made a good step in the right direction. I don’t think it’s reasonable to think somebody’s going to be touching 98 (mph) at three 

o’clock against (Adam) Rosales and (Brandon) Barnes, but I thought his velocity ticked up, I thought his delivery had more rhythm to it -- looked 

more like Trevor.” 

 

A healthy Bauer would be a huge boost to the Tribe’s chances of getting back to the World Series, where they lost to the Cubs in 2016. 

 

The Indians are considering using Bauer in the bullpen in the postseason. He was 12-2 with a 2.22 ERA as a starter before the injury suffered 

when he was hit by a line drive. Whether it’s starting or relieving, Bauer just wants to pitch in the playoffs. 

 

“I don’t control that, so you’ll have to talk to somebody else about that,” Bauer said. “I say this all the time, I pitch when they tell me to pitch, 

whether that’s in the starting rotation, in the bullpen, not at all. That’s their decision.” 

 

Francona said it is too soon discus what Bauer’s role might be without more input from the medical staff. The manager was asked whether 

Bauer will be cleared and activated in time to pitch before the postseason begins. 

 

“I guess it’s a scenario,” he said. “I don’t know if it’s likely, but that’s one of them.” 

 

The regular season ends Sept. 30 in the finale of a four-game series with the Royals in Kansas City. 

 

Corey Kluber wins 19th, strikes out 11 as Indians top White Sox 

By Steve Herrick, The Associated Press 

Corey Kluber isn’t letting up as the regular season winds down. 

 

Kluber struck out 11 in eight innings to record his career-high 19th win as the Indians beat the White Sox, 5-3. 

 

Although the Indians have locked up their third straight AL Central title, Kluber’s goal is simple: Go into the postseason pitching as well as 

possible. 

 

“I don’t want to go out there and think like it’s spring training because we’ve already clinched,” he said. “The best way to stay locked in is to 

keep your foot on the gas, so to speak, and stay in that competitive mind frame.” 

Kluber (19-7), who allowed three runs, topped 200 strikeouts for the fifth straight season. Kluber won 18 games in three of the previous four 

seasons, including his two AL Cy Young Award-winning years, 2014 and 2017. 

 

“Vintage Kluber,” White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. “He kept it low in the zone, and kept driving it lower and lower. He stays below the 

zone, so you have to make adjustments.” 

 

Omar Narvaez walked and Matt Davidson singled with two outs in the eighth, but Kluber retired Ryan LaMarre on a groundout. 

 

In his previous start on Sept. 10, Kluber lasted only 1 2/3 innings and allowed four runs against Tampa Bay. His turn in the rotation was moved 

back a day to line him up to start Game 1 of the Division Series, which begins Oct. 5. 

 

“Obviously, I had a pretty short outing last time, so I was able to get a pretty long side (session) in a couple days after that,” Kluber said. “It 

actually worked out fine timing-wise to where I was able to get two in.” 

 

Indians All-Star second baseman Jose Ramirez was hit on the left arm by Carlos Rodon’s pitch in the fifth inning and walked from the plate in 

obvious pain. Ramirez spoke with Manager Terry Francona and a team trainer, but stayed in the game and stole second base moments later. 

 

“Fortunately it got him above the elbow, but it got him pretty good,” Francona said. 

 

Jason Kipnis homered and Yandy Diaz added a two-run single when Cleveland scored three times in the fifth. 

 

Andrew Miller struck out three in the ninth but allowed the potential tying run to reach base. With one out, Welington Castillo reached on Yan 

Gomes’ passed ball on strike three. 

 

Miller struck out Yolmer Sanchez before Tim Anderson blooped a single to right. Miller then fanned Daniel Palka to end the game. The left-

hander, who has been on the disabled list three times, picked up his second save and first since April 9. 

 

“It keeps your adrenaline going,” Miller said about pitching the ninth. “You don’t want to mess it up. As much fun as I’ve ever had is closing out 

games. I love looking up at the scoreboard and looking up at the lineup card, trying to get through that.” 

 

Rodon (6-6) allowed five runs in seven innings. Palka and Narvaez hit solo homers in the sixth for the White Sox. 

 

White Sox slugger Jose Abreu will miss the series because of an infection in his right thigh. Abreu is batting .320 (16 for 50) with five homers 

and 12 RBI in his career against Kluber. 

 

Melky Cabrera’s RBI double and Yan Gomes’ run-scoring single gave Cleveland a 2-0 lead in the second. 

 



Josh Donaldson, who was acquired from Toronto on Aug. 31, drew a leadoff walk and scored from first on Cabrera’s hit. Donaldson also 

walked in the fourth, but was 0-for-2 and is batting .133 (2 for 15) in five games with Cleveland. 

 

The Indians rested most of their regulars Sunday, a day after clinching the division. Francona returned to his usual lineup Tuesday night with 

the exception of designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion, who has missed the last two games after tweaking his ankle. 

 

Miller admitted he thought about getting a fourth strikeout in the ninth inning. 

 

“I’m not going to lie,” he said. “It crossed my mind. Uhh, nah. I’m just trying to get outs.” 

 

Palka leads AL rookies with 25 home runs and has homered four times in seven games on Chicago’s trip. He briefly moved into a tie for the 

major league lead among rookies before Atlanta’s Ronald Acuna Jr. hit his 26th on Tuesday. 

 

White Sox >> OF Nicky Delmonico (stiff neck) was a late scratch. He was injured Sunday while diving for a ball in Baltimore. 

Indians >> Francona said Encarnacion will return Wednesday. 

 

White Sox RHP Dylan Covey (5-13, 5.64 ERA) takes on RHP Carlos Carrasco (16-8, 3.41) in the middle game of the series. Carrasco has won 

both of his starts against Chicago this season, allowing one unearned run in 14 innings. 

 

Indians notes: Trevor Bauer feels good after facing live hitters for the first time since injury 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 18, 2018 | Updated 6:09 a. m. 

CLEVELAND -- After facing live hitters Saturday for the first time since being placed on the disabled list with a stress fracture in his lower-right 

leg, Trevor Bauer jokingly told manager Terry Francona he was available to pitch Tuesday night against the White Sox. 

 

“I’m glad he feels that way. I don’t think that’s going to happen, but it’s nice to hear him say that,” Francona said of Bauer, who has been 

sidelined since Aug. 12. “I thought he took a good step in the right direction. So what we’ll do next is we’ll sit with him and the medical staff and 

figure out where the next step is. That’s where we’re at. 

 

“We know Trevor wants to pitch. From our standpoint, the quicker we can get him in a game, without risk, the better. But that’s where you gotta 

listen to the medical guys, too.” 

Bauer threw three simulated innings (17-19 pitches in each), facing September call-ups Adam Rosales, Brian Barnes and Eric Haase prior to 

the series opener against Chicago. He said things went smoother than his first time back on the mound for a bullpen session Saturday at 

Progressive Field. 

 

“I feel better. I don’t know how exactly to expand on that,” he said afterward. “I think I have to pass some (tests) -- fielding my position, covering 

first and some bunts, stuff like that. Based on the information I have right now, I would feel comfortable execution-wise being able to go into a 

big league game. So, we’re close.” 

 

During his bullpen session Saturday, Bauer’s velocity was down and his delivery looked out of sync. Both were improved this time around. 

 

“I don’t think it’s reasonable to think somebody’s going to be touching 98 (mph) at 3 o’clock against Rosales and Barnes,” Francona said. “But I 

thought his velocity ticked up. I thought his delivery had more rhythm to it -- looked more like Trevor.” 

 

“It felt a lot better today,” Bauer said. “Again, that’s that external stimulus. I’ll have to check the video, make sure that the objective feedback is 

consistent with the subjective feedback. But, as I feel currently, right now, with the information I have, I’d say I was a lot better.” 

 

Francona was asked if the next step for Bauer could be an appearance in a game before the regular season is complete.  

 

“I guess it’s a scenario. I don’t know if it’s likely, but that’s one of them,” he said. “His arm’s been fine. We’re just trying to make sure that that 

ankle can withstand everything that we’re asking him to do. Nobody has a crystal ball, so you listen to your medical people and kinda do what 

they tell ya.” 

 

There may not be enough time for Bauer to work his way back into the rotation. Team president Chris Antonetti told reporters early this week 

that Bauer could wind up pitching out of the bullpen during the postseason. 

 

“We can’t make that decision until we have a lot more information,” Francona said. “Right now, we’re just trying to figure out what our next step 

is.” 

 

Bauer bristled when asked if he had an issue with pitching in a relief role. 

 

“I don’t control that, so you’ll have to talk to somebody else about that,” he said. “I say this all the time -- I pitch when they tell me to pitch, 

whether that’s in the starting rotation, in the bullpen, not at all. That’s their decision. 

 

“I have no interest in that question. It’s not my decision. I can’t control it. They decide the roster. Tito chooses who pitches. I’m just trying to get 

back to healthy so I can try to help the team. If you want to go ask them and try to pin them on an answer before anybody else, then go for it, 

but as of now I don’t have an answer for that. I’m not going to talk about it any further.” 

 

Have a seat 



Edwin Encarnacion was out of the lineup Tuesday, but Francona said it had nothing to do with the slugger leaving Saturday’s game after 

suffering a minor ankle sprain. 

 

“He’s fine, he’s fine. He could have played (Tuesday),” Francona said of Encarnacion, who has at least 30 homers for the seventh straight 

season, and with 99 RBIs, is on the verge of reaching the century mark for the seventh straight time. “I told him to take BP and run and we’ll put 

him in there (tonight).” 

 

Dog days 

With the division clinched and homefield advantage in the postseason out of reach, the Indians entered Tuesday with little to play for over their 

final 13 regular season games. 

 

Francona was asked what his team needed to do to hit its stride in October. 

 

“Well, it’s not that easy,” he said. “You can’t just draw it up where ... whoever we play is going to have something to do with that. We do what 

we always do. Regardless of who plays and who doesn’t play, you show up and play the game right. That’s the best thing you can do.  

 

“There’s no pill to swallow, there’s no formula other than just play the game right, prepare and try to put yourself in the best position to feel good 

about your game. Then you go play.” 

 

Roundin’ third 

The Indians’ 10 division titles since 1994 are tied for the third-most in the majors behind the Yankees’ 14 and the Braves’ 12. ... Michael 

Brantley entered Tuesday batting .314 since 2014, which accounted for the second-highest in the majors behind Houston’s Jose Altuve (.332). 

... Tonight, 7:10, STO; WEOL 930-AM, WTAM 1100-AM, WMMS 100.7-FM. Carrasco (16-8, 3.41) vs. Covey (5-13, 5.64). 

 

TRIBE NOTES Indians 5, White Sox 3: Kluber reaches multiple milestones in series-opening win 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 18, 2018 | Updated 6:10 a. m. 

CLEVELAND -- After a poor outing his last time out, Indians ace Corey Kluber got extended rest prior to taking the mound Tuesday night at 

Progressive Field. 

 

It produced positive results for the two-time Cy Young award winner -- and the Indians. 

 

Kluber, who didn’t make it out of the second inning in a loss to Tampa Bay on Sept. 10, allowed three runs and struck out 11 over eight innings 

to help Cleveland to a series-opening 5-3 victory over the White Sox. 

 

En route to notching his career-high 19th win, Kluber eclipsed the 200-inning and 200-strikeout plateau for the fifth straight season. 

 

“There’s a reason we talk about him, because he’s one of the very best,” manager Terry Francona said of Kluber, who allowed only a hit and 

walk over the first five innings. “What was it, five years ago when he won his first Cy Young award? I remember the one thing I said was, ‘he 

hasn’t done it over and over yet,’ because he was young. Now, he’s done it over and over and over, and it’s every bit as impressive. 

 

“Early on, they were trying -- he had two six-pitch innings -- they were trying to hit the first straight one they saw. He’s getting that feel for his 

breaking ball back and it gets exciting.” 

 

Kluber recorded his sixth double-digit strikeout game of the season (45th of his career). His five seasons of at least 200 strikeouts is tied with 

Hall of Famer Bob Feller for the second-most in franchise history behind Sam McDowell’s six. Kluber is the only Cleveland pitcher to 

accomplish as much over five straight seasons. 

 

Kluber joined Trevor Bauer and Carlos Carrasco with 200 strikeouts, making the Indians only the fourth team in major league history to have 

three pitchers reach the mark in the same season -- the first since the Tigers in 2013. 

 

Mike Clevinger has 196 strikeouts and is on the verge of helping his team become the first team in MLB history with four pitchers turning the 

trick. 

 

Not surprisingly, the stoic Kluber isn’t impressed by another top-shelf season numbers-wise. 

 

“It’s just being able to stay healthy and make starts and log innings,” he said. “Hopefully, that results in giving the team a chance to win. I’m not 

concerned with what specific statistics are. It’s just being able to be reliable and take the ball when it’s your turn.” 

 

Kluber was backed by early support, with the Indians scoring twice in the second inning -- the first time on Cleveland’s first hit, a double from 

Melky Cabrera. 

 

The Indians led 5-0 after Jason Kipnis led off the fifth with his 16th home run and Yandy Diaz scored two more on a one-out single. 

 

Donaldson, who has missed most of the season with a calf injury, scored from first on Cabrera’s two-base hit in the second.  

 

“I think when we saw him work out, we knew that he had worked really hard,” Francona said of Donaldson’s rehab process. “Just try to use 

common sense and not over do it too quick. Everybody wants, myself included, you want to see him play, but I think we’ve tried to manage it 

pretty well. Pretty soon, we’ll be able to turn him loose. We gotta keep getting him some reps, because what he can do we’ve all seen.” 



 

Andrew Miller came on for Kluber to start the ninth and was nearly unhittable. 

 

He struck out the first three batters he faced, but one reached on a passed ball, before Tim Anderson dropped in a bloop single to right field. 

Miller got Daniel Palka to ground to third for the final out. 

 

“My arm feels as good as it’s felt in a long time,” said Miller, who recorded his second save. “I think that the knee is kind of something I’m not 

really thinking about, which is exactly where we want it. The idea is to kind of check a couple boxes.” 

 

“I thought it was his best outing yet, the best stuff,” Francona said of Miller. “He had that strikeout that was kind of a wild pitch or whatever you 

call it, so he had to pitch out of it with runners on, but I thought it was by far his best stuff. 

 

“That also gets exciting. We’ve been saying we might not have our best team until the last week of the year. That’d be a heck of a time to get 

it.” 

 


