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Giolito's gem helps Sox end slide at 8, split DH 
Right-hander K's 8, limits A's damage over 7-plus innings 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Lucas Giolito turned in his best start of a tough 2018 season, the White Sox ended an eight-
game losing streak and Friday night's 6-4 victory over the A's at Guaranteed Rate Field salvaged a 
doubleheader split and gave the White Sox a much-needed good feeling going into Saturday afternoon's 
contest. 
 
"I felt in sync," Giolito said. "[Catcher Omar Narvaez] and I were working really well, finally commanding 
the fastball the way I should. Definitely the best I felt out there this year, for sure. Velocity was up a tick. 
Just felt right, felt in sync. Just competed from there." 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"Good win tonight," White Sox shortstop Tim Anderson said. "Bounced back from the first one. Gio threw 
a heck of a game, and we picked him up on defense." 



 
Giolito entered the game with 45 walks allowed in 71 1/3 innings and a 7.19 ERA, posting one win since 
May 20. It looked like more of the same for the right-hander when he issued two two-out walks in the first 
and yielded Matt Olson's run-scoring single for a 1-0 deficit. But Giolito settled down from there, topping 
out at 95.7 mph with his fastball per Statcast™, and getting 16 called strikes with the pitch. He also had 
nine swinging strikes and five called strikes among 33 sliders. 
 
Oakland hitters saw only nine pitches in each of the second, third and fourth innings, and 13 in the fifth. 
But most importantly, Giolito trusted his stuff and stopped focusing too much on the minutiae attached to 
every start and every pitch. The same type of philosophical change turned around Giolito's 2017 
campaign. 
 
"I'll watch video and see certain things, and I have little cues here and there," Giolito said. "But I'm not 
going to go and overanalyze things and nitpick at certain stuff anymore. It's about going there and having 
fun and competing." 
 
"A lot more conviction in his pitches, much truer line to the plate," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. 
"I thought he trusted himself today. His breaking ball was working early. Offspeed, fastball had some ride. 
Was attacking the strike zone early. Did a nice job, seven-plus [innings]." 
 
Meanwhile, the White Sox offense scored three in the second off former White Sox pitcher Chris Bassitt. 
Narvaez, who finished with three hits, singled home two and Charlie Tilson, who knocked out two hits, 
singled home a third. 
 
The last four hitters in the White Sox lineup -- Anderson, Narvaez, Adam Engel and Tilson -- reached 
base 10 times combined and drove in all six runs. Engel added a two-run single in the sixth, and 
Anderson homered leading off the eighth, his 12th of the season. 
 
An 11-2 loss in Game 1 put the White Sox with the Orioles and Royals as the only teams with 50 losses 
this season. But they bounced back behind Giolito, who struck out a season-high eight over a season-
high seven-plus innings. 
 
"[White Sox pitching coach Don Cooper] says that every bullpen has gotten better, from the beginning to 
this point. He sees progress," Renteria said, of Giolito. "The velocity that he showed today was something 
that Coop was seeing in his work. You can see that his delivery is continuing to improve. He was trusting 
himself, really attacking the strike zone," 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
X marks the spot: The A's rallied for two in the eighth and had runners on first and third with nobody out 
when Xavier Cedeno was summoned to save the game in the eighth. Olson, who homered off Giolito, hit 
a line drive with an exit velocity of 105.1 mph, according to Statcast™, that was caught by Anderson after 
he briefly bobbled it for the first out. Mark Canha struck out swinging and Chad Pinder's 105.2-mph 
grounder to Anderson resulted in an inning-ending forceout at second. Cedeno has not allowed any of his 
eight inherited runners to score this season. The first batters he faces 0-for-7 against him. 
 
Ill-advised advancement: Pinder singled to open the seventh and moved to second on a wild pitch. He 
tried to advance to third on Franklin Barreto's line drive to Engel in center, but Engel threw him out with 
relative ease to complete the double play. Engel also made a diving catch in right-center to take a hit 
away from Pinder leading off the second. 
 
"Defense behind me was spectacular tonight, especially Engy in center field with the diving catch," Giolito 
said. "Throwing the guy out at third, that was huge in the sixth inning. Just went out there and competed 
to the best of my ability and happy we came out on top there." 
 
SOUND SMART 



Joakim Soria is 7-for-7 in save opportunities in June. He has not allowed an earned run over his past 14 
appearances, covering 13 2/3 innings. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Feels better, feels better. Stung a little bit, though." -- A smiling Anderson, on the pain endured by his 
glove hand after catching Olson's crushed line drive to short for the first out of the eighth inning 
 
UP NEXT 
Dylan Covey will make his eighth start of the season, fourth at home and first career against his former 
Oakland organization with a first pitch of 1:10 p.m. CT Saturday at Guaranteed Rate Field against Daniel 
Mengden. Covey was selected by the A's in the fourth round of the 2013 Draft, and by the White Sox in 
the Rule 5 Draft on Dec. 8, 2016. 

 
Errors sink Shields, White Sox in G1 vs. A's 
Starter allowed 8 runs (2 earned) over 4 2/3 innings; Chicago commits 3 errors 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The only statistic necessary to define the White Sox 11-2 loss to the A's in Game 1 of 
Friday's doubleheader at Guaranteed Rate Field is James Shields' final pitching line. 
 
Shields had 11 consecutive starts of working at least six innings come to an end upon allowing eight runs 
over 4 2/3 innings. Only two of those eight runs were earned, with the White Sox committing three errors 
behind Shields and losing for an eighth straight time. Reynaldo Lopez had a sharp critique of himself and 
the White Sox team after a 12-0 loss in Cleveland on Wednesday, but nothing really changed during 
Game 1 of this straight doubleheader. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
"Overall, we didn't play very good baseball this first game," said Shields, who fell to 2-9. "I'm going to hold 
myself accountable for not doing my part and going deep in the game. I really could have made some 
better pitches to counteract some of the miscues. But I didn't do my job tonight. 
 
"At the end of the day, what I can control is how I pitch out there and making my pitches. I didn't do my 
job of getting the outs after we made some miscues, and I've got to do a better job of that." 
 
Yoan Moncada, who is mired in a 19-for-108 slump at the plate over his past 28 games, was charged with 
two errors on Friday, giving him three errors over his past two games. Moncada's fielding error on a Matt 
Olson grounder in the second contributed to four unearned runs, finished off by Franklin Barreto's three-
run homer. Barreto has five career homers, including two homers and six RBIs on Friday. Two have come 
against Shields and three against the White Sox in Chicago. 
 
Troubles continued during a four-run Oakland fifth. Left fielder Leury Garcia misplayed a Khris Davis 
single to left, allowing a second run to come in on the hit, Moncada couldn't come up with Olson's 
grounder to right and another run scored on a wild pitch off a Mark Canha swinging third strike. Even 
when the White Sox scored for the first time since the ninth inning Tuesday in Cleveland via a run in the 
sixth, the rally came to an end when Matt Davidson was thrown out trying to go from second to third on 
Kevan Smith's grounder. 
 
"Ultimately, it is about actions on the field. It is about those guys, maybe they're trying to do too much," 
White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "We try to talk about maintaining a focus to allow yourself to 
compete. 
 
"You want them to be relaxed, and still be comfortable in what they're doing. Sometimes, they press and 
end up putting themselves in a vulnerable position. That's what I think happened with Matty. He tried to 
force something there he didn't have to on the bases. Moncy, he didn't surround the ball enough to put 
himself in a position to catch it and make the play." 
 



With a 54-18 run differential during the eight-game losing streak, the White Sox focus is on getting better 
and staying confident. 
 
"We definitely can get better. We have to get better," Shields said. "We haven't been playing very good 
baseball as of late, and we've got to pick our game up, we've got to get better. That's the name of the 
game. This is the highest level of baseball, and we've got to play that way." 
 
SOUND SMART 
The White Sox have scored three runs or fewer in five consecutive games and nine of the last 11. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I don't necessarily think losing as much as the way we're playing baseball overall. We know we need to 
clean it up, and we've got to keep moving forward." -- Shields, on whether the losing is being felt in the 
clubhouse 
 
UP NEXT 
Following Friday's doubleheader, Dylan Covey will make his eighth start of the season, fourth at home 
and first career against his former Oakland organization with a first pitch of 1:10 p.m. CT Saturday at 
Guaranteed Rate Field against Daniel Mengden. Covey was selected by the A's in the fourth round of the 
2013 Draft and by the White Sox in the Rule 5 Draft on Dec. 8, 2016. 

 
Friday's top prospect performers 
By Mike Rosenbaum / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Friday. 
 
A trio of Twins prospects put on a hitting clinic on Friday night as Alex Kirilloff, Luis Arraez and Ben 
Rortvedt each hit a home run and together combined for 11 hits and 10 RBIs to lead Class A Advanced 
Fort Myers over Bradenton, 14-7. 
 
Promoted to Fort Myers earlier this week, Kirilloff, Minnesota's No. 3 prospect (No. 71), furthered his 
breakout campaign by going 4-for-6 with five RBIs, three a product of his first Florida State League home 
run in the fifth inning, in his second game with the Miracle. The 20-year-old outfielder was 1-for-6 with one 
run scored in his Fort Myers debut on Thursday. 
 
Fully healthy after having his entire 2017 season wiped out by Tommy John surgery, Kirilloff, the Twins' 
first-round pick in '16, has emerged as one of the better offensive prospects below the Double-A level in 
his first full season. In 67 games between Fort Myers and Class A Cedar Rapids, he's slashing a robust 
.337/.392/.610 with 14 home runs, 20 doubles and 61 RBIs. 
 
Arraez (No. 21) put Fort Myers on the board with a leadoff home run, his first of the season, and 
ultimately finished a triple short of the cycle, going 5-for-6 and scoring four runs in his second career five-
hit game. He's tallied multiple hits in six of his past 10 contests, during which he's hitting .447 (21-for-47). 
Overall, the 21-year-old second baseman owns a .304/.358/.412 batting line in 51 games this season. 
 
As for Rortvedt, the Twins' No. 22 prospect went deep in his first two at-bats, hitting two-run shots in the 
second and fourth innings, to record his first career multihomer game. The 20-year-old catcher's homers 
were his first in nine games with the Miracle and gives him three homers in 48 games for the season. 
He's hitting .290/.340/.420 overall after slashing .224/.284/.315 with one home run over 89 games with 
Cedar Rapids in his first full season. 
 
The rest of the best performances from top prospects Friday 
 
• No. 5 overall prospect Fernando Tatis Jr. (Padres' No. 1) put Double-A San Antonio on the board with a 
third-inning solo shot and went on to finish 3-for-5 with two runs scored in a 3-0 win over Midland. The 19-
year-old shortstop is having a strong campaign in the Texas League, sporting a .276/.348/.490 slash line 



with 12 homers, 64 runs scored and 11 steals despite a dismal first month of the season (.177/.231/.333, 
34 K in 24 games). 
 
• No. 20 overall prospect Hunter Greene (Reds' No. 2) took the loss but still completed a career-high 6 2/3 
innings, allowing three runs (two earned) on five hits as Class A Dayton fell to South Bend, 3-2. The 18-
year-old's heater was up to 101 mph in the first inning and he faced the minimum through three before 
scuffling in the subsequent frame. Greene recovered to retire seven of the final 10 batters he faced, 
ultimately striking out seven and issuing zero walks in the outing. He hasn't allowed more than two earned 
runs in six straight starts, dating back to May 18. 
 
• No. 62 overall prospect Kyle Lewis' (Mariners' No. 1) and Evan White's (No. 2) solo home runs 
accounted for all of Class A Advanced Modesto's offense in a 9-2 loss against Stockton. It marked the 
fourth home run of 2018 for both players, and together they collected five hits, with White finishing 3-for-4 
and Lewis 2-for-4. 
 
• No. 79 overall prospect Kevin Maitan (Angels' No. 2) launched his first home run and extended his 
season-opening hitting streak to seven games for Rookie-level Orem. The 19-year-old switch-hitter 
collected three hits for the second time in three games as he finished 3-for-5 with two RBIs and three runs 
scored. He's hitting .433/.500/.533 overall, with 13 hits in his first seven contests in the Pioneer League. 
 
No. 85 overall prospect Blake Rutherford (White Sox No. 7) drove in four with a two-run homer and a two-
run double to finish 3-for-4 with three runs scored and a stolen base in Class A Advanced Winston-
Salem's 8-2 win over Down East. The homer was Rutherford's second in as many days and pushed his 
season total to six home runs -- one more than he amassed over 134 games in his first two seasons. The 
21-year-old outfielder is slashing .333/.358/.587 in June and .295/.335/.471 for the season. 
 
• No. 93 overall prospect Peter Lambert (Rockies' No. 3) retired the final 15 batters he faced en route to 
completing seven innings of one-run ball in Double-A Hartford's 6-1 win over Binghamton. He allowed just 
two hits -- one being a solo home run to Tim Tebow -- and struck out five before departing after 76 
pitches (52 strikes). The 21-year-old righty has been sensational in four starts this month, going 4-0 with a 
1.14 ERA and 0.73 WHIP in 31 2/3 innings. For the season, Lambert leads all qualified Eastern League 
hurlers in ERA (tied, 2.31), WHIP (1.03) and innings pitched (85 2/3). 
 
• Braves No. 9 prospect Cristian Pache went 2-for-4 with a home run and two RBIs to back a scoreless 
effort on the mound by Kyle Muller (No. 12) as Class A Advanced Florida blanked Daytona, 3-0. Muller, a 
6-foot-6 left-hander, scattered five hits over six innings and recorded four strikeouts and four walks as he 
improved his ERA to 3.12 through eight starts in the Florida State League. Pache's homer, a solo shot in 
the third inning, was his fifth of the season, and the 19-year-old outfielder is hitting .278/.303/.413 overall 
after logging his third multihit game in his last 10 contests. 
 
• Braves No. 30 prospect Huascar Ynoa carried a no-hit bid into the fifth inning before completing six one-
hit frames in Class A Rome's 5-0 win over Augusta. He issued four walks but struck out seven in the 
outing, also recording seven ground-ball outs and throwing 60 of his 99 pitches for strikes. The 20-year-
old righty has racked up 80 strikeouts while holding hitters to a .210 clip over 67 2/3 innings (14 starts) in 
his first full season. 
 
• Dodgers No. 5 prospect DJ Peters and Will Smith (No. 8) combined to record five extra-base hits and 
five RBIs as they powered Double-A Tulsa past Northwest Arkansas, 9-3. Peters hit a pair of solo homers 
and later added a double to finish 3-for-5 at the plate. Smith, meanwhile, homered for a third straight 
game and also hit a double as part of 2-for-4, three-RBI performance. Smith's homer was his 10th of the 
year, while Peters pushed his total to 14 with his third multihomer game of the season. 
 
• Orioles No. 10 prospect D.J. Stewart was one of seven players to tally multiple hits as Triple-A Norfolk 
hammered Louisville, 16-1. The 24-year-old outfielder registered three of the Tides' 20 hits to finish 3-for-
5 with a home run, four RBIs and four runs scored. He's hitting .278/.374/.461 with seven homers in 51 
games for the season. 



 
White Sox supportive of Lopez's team critiques 
Avisail, Leury Garcia activated from disabled list; Thompson DFA'd; Rondon optioned to Triple-A 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com / June 22, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- Reynaldo Lopez's harsh team critique following Wednesday's 12-0 White Sox loss to the 
Indians received support from manager Rick Renteria and teammates alike prior to Friday's doubleheader 
against Oakland at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
The right-handed hurler, who started and lost the team's seventh straight setback, said through interpreter 
Billy Russo that it "was unacceptable" for the team to look as it did Wednesday. He added, "Honestly, we 
looked like clowns there, starting with me." 
 
"At least we know how he feels," said White Sox shortstop Tim Anderson with a laugh. "He's able to 
speak on how he feels. Even though the comments might not have been exactly what we wanted them to 
be, but we get it. It's frustrating. We had a tough series in Cleveland, but we are here now. We have to 
keep going, keep pushing." 
 
"Good for him," Renteria said. "I think he was just speaking what everybody was probably sensing. 
Nobody was hiding it. The players knew it." 
 
Renteria said the topic was addressed a little bit after the fact, while also giving kudos to Lopez for 
holding himself accountable in the criticism. Having a young player make this sort of comment, as 
opposed to team leaders such as Jose Abreu and James Shields, shows the message, targeted at the 
team's future success, is getting through during these rough times. 
 
"It speaks volumes for him," Renteria said. "You can't be scared to voice what you believe is, in your 
opinion, something that you're viewing, especially [about] yourself, and then you can direct it, if you need 
to, to the rest of the club. And I think he did a nice job. I thought he did it very respectfully, to be honest." 
 
"This isn't going to change how I feel about him or playing behind him," Anderson said. "He's my 
teammate. I back him up. I'm with him. I get it. It's frustrating." 
 
Anderson believes this present frustration will lead to future title contention as a culmination of the rebuild. 
 
"There are going to be times where we get our butts kicked," Anderson said. "But in a few years, we are 
going to be kicking people's butts. If you look at the future, you'll get it and understand it. I understand it. 
 
"It's not easy going out and getting your butt kicked. But what keeps me going is the future is bright. We 
are going to be a part of something very special. Every team has to wait their turn. I feel our turn is 
coming. We have to keep going and keep playing. Keep picking one another up." 
 
Return of the Garcias 
 
Both Avisail Garcia and Leury Garcia returned from their injury rehabilitation assignments on Friday, and 
they were part of the White Sox Game 1 starting lineup. Renteria did not plan to start either player in 
Game 2. 
 
To make room for the two, outfielder Trayce Thompson was designated for assignment and infielder Jose 
Rondon was optioned to Triple-A Charlotte. 
 
Avisail Garcia was placed on the disabled list on April 24 with a strained right hamstring, but he revealed 
Friday he also injured his right knee causing a setback in the rehab work while still in Chicago. He hit .360 
with three doubles, three home runs and nine RBIs over seven games with the Knights. 
 



"My knee is good. My hamstring is good. I have no pain in my body right now," Garcia said. "I feel great, 
great and focused and trying to compete every single day." 
 
Leury García was placed on the disabled list on May 24 with a sprained left knee. He hit .429 with three 
doubles over four games with Charlotte. Both players potentially could be trade candidates if they put 
together a solid month before the July 31 non-waver Trade Deadline. 
 
"There are no restrictions other than if the field starts to get too wet or something, we could get 
concerned," Renteria said. "They've actually gone through pretty good rigors of making sure they're 
actually in good, sound condition." 
 
Third to first 
 
• Carson Fulmer, who began the 2018 season as part of the White Sox rotation, struck out a career-high 
11 over seven innings against Columbus for Charlotte on Thursday night. Outfielder Joel Booker matched 
his career high for hits (fifth time) in his Double-A Birmingham debut, going 4-for-5 with a double, a stolen 
base and two runs scored on Thursday. 
 
• Anderson, who is 10-for-59 in his past 18 games, feels he's getting closer at the plate. 
 
"Hopefully I can show you in this series. Hopefully things get rolling," Anderson said. "Just keep working. 
We'll turn this thing around." 

 
It's only one start, but that's the Lucas Giolito that White Sox fans expected to see this season 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 
The preseason expectations and the results have been drastically different for Lucas Giolito. 
 
Expected to be the best pitcher on the White Sox starting staff, Giolito hasn’t come too close to that title, 
instead heading into Friday’s doubleheader with the most earned runs allowed of any pitcher in baseball. 
His walk total has been among the highest in the game all year long, too. And the calls from social media 
to send him down to Triple-A haven’t been at all infrequent. 
 
But Friday, White Sox fans got a glimpse at what they expected, a look at the guy who earned so much 
hype with a strong September last season and a dominant spring training. 
 
It wasn’t a performance that would make any reasonable baseball person’s jaw drop. But it was the best 
Giolito has looked this season. He still allowed four runs on seven hits — as mentioned, not a Cy Young 
type outing — but he struck out a season-high eight batters. Prior to giving up the back-to-back singles to 
start the eighth inning that brought an end to his evening, he’d surrendered just two runs. 
 
Most importantly he walked just two guys and didn’t seem to struggle with his command at all. That’s a 
big deal for a pitcher who had 45 walks to his name prior to Friday. 
 
“You know it was a tough eighth inning, but throughout the whole game, I felt in sync,” Giolito said. 
“(Catcher Omar Narvaez) and I were working really well, finally commanding the fastball the way I should. 
Definitely the best I felt out there this year, for sure. Velocity was up a tick. Just felt right, felt in sync. Just 
competed from there.” 
 
Confidence has never left Giolito throughout the poor results, and he’s talked after every start about 
getting back on the horse and giving it another try. Consistently working in between starts, things finally 
seemed to click Friday night. 
 
“It all worked today,” manager Rick Renteria said. “(Pitching coach Don Cooper) says that every bullpen 
has gotten better, from the beginning to this point. He sees progress. The velocity that he showed today 
was something that Coop was seeing in his work. You can see that his delivery is continuing to improve. 



He was trusting himself, really attacking the strike zone, trusted his breaking ball today when he need to 
and just tried to command as much as he could. Did a nice job.” 
 
Giolito went through this kind of thing last year, when he started off poorly at Triple-A Charlotte with a 
5.40 ERA through his first 16 starts. But then things got better, with Giolito posting a 2.78 ERA over his 
final eight starts with the Knights before getting called up to the big leagues. 
 
This was just one start, of course, but perhaps he can follow a similar formula this year, too, going from a 
rough beginning to figuring things out. 
 
“I’m not trying to tinker or think about mechanics anymore,” he said. “It’s about flow, getting out there and 
making pitches. We were able to do that for the most part. 
 
“I’ll watch video and see certain things, and I have little cues here and there. But I’m not going to go and 
overanalyze things and nitpick at certain stuff anymore. It’s about going there and having fun and 
competing.” 
 
Maybe that’s the secret. Or maybe this is simply a brief flash of brilliance in the middle of a tough first full 
season in the bigs. 
 
Whatever it was, it was the best we’ve seen of Giolito during the 2018 campaign. And it was far more like 
what was expected back before that campaign got going. 

 
After Reynaldo Lopez said White Sox 'looked like clowns' in Cleveland, Rick Renteria fine with his 
pitcher's comments 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 
The White Sox are on a seven-game losing streak and are 25 games below .500. 
 
It’s perhaps no surprise that the losses have piled up in a season that was always going to be about 
player development and advancing the rebuilding effort. Rick Hahn didn’t call this the hardest part of the 
rebuild for nothing. 
 
But losing is fun for no one, and to be in the midst of such results on an everyday basis can unsurprisingly 
cause frustration to build. 
 
The most verbalized display of that frustration to date came earlier this week, when at the end of a sweep 
at the hands of the division-rival Cleveland Indians, pitcher Reynaldo Lopez said he and his teammates 
“looked like clowns.” 
 
“It’s unacceptable for us to look the way we looked today,” Lopez told reporters, including MLB.com’s 
Scott Merkin, through a translator after Wednesday’s 12-0 loss in Cleveland. “Nobody is happy about the 
way we looked today. Honestly, we looked like clowns there, starting with me. But I know we can do 
better. It’s a matter of us to keep grinding, improving and working hard.” 
 
Calling the people you work with “clowns” might cause some problems in the average workplace. But the 
leader of this team, manager Rick Renteria, was fine with what Lopez said and complimented him for 
making the comments, not a dissimilar reaction to the one he had after veteran pitcher James Shields 
said he didn’t care about the rebuild and wanted to win now earlier this season. 
 
“Good for him,” Renteria said of Lopez on Friday. “I think he was just speaking what everybody was 
probably sensing. I think nobody was hiding it. I think the players knew it. I think we addressed it a little 
bit. You know, when the pitcher comes out — I mean, he took accountability for himself, that’s one of the 
things we were talking about, that’s a good thing. 
 



“I think when these guys express themselves to each other and make it known that we expect certain 
things and we’re not doing those things and we want to get back to what we’ve always preached. 
 
“I think they’re all accountable. They look in the mirror. They understand, I believe, that he was speaking 
from a place of trying to get us back to understanding that there’s a level of play that you expect, there’s a 
level of focus and concentration that you’re looking to have, and it’s the only way you have a chance in 
order to compete. 
 
“I mean, you’re playing against some of the best teams in the game of baseball. You need to have that 
focus and concentration in order to give yourself a chance. He just made it known.” 
 
As Renteria kept saying, Lopez was just as hard on himself, and he had a right to be. He allowed five 
runs on six hits and four walks in just 4.1 innings. Surely he’d be happy to avoid the Indians again this 
season: In two starts against them, he’s allowed 11 earned runs on 14 hits over seven innings. 
 
But he wasn’t alone in Wednesday’s ugliness. The offense mustered only two hits in the shutout, Yoan 
Moncada committed another fielding error, and the bullpen allowed seven more runs, six of them charged 
to Bruce Rondon. 
 
Similar vocalizations of this team’s frustrations have come from the likes of Hahn, Renteria and Shields. 
But now it’s coming from one of the young players who are the reason for this organization’s bright future. 
Lopez has pitched as well as any White Sox pitcher this season, and he figures to be in the mix for a spot 
in the team’s rotation of the future. 
 
“I think it speaks volumes for him,” Renteria said. “You can’t be scared to voice what you believe is, in 
your opinion, something that you’re viewing, especially (about) yourself. And then you can direct it, if you 
need to, to the rest of the club. And I think he did a nice job. I thought he did it very respectfully, to be 
honest.” 
 
The level of talent on this roster obviously isn’t what the White Sox hope it will be in the coming years, 
and because of the development happening in the minor leagues, many of the big league team’s current 
players aren’t expected to be around when things transition from rebuilding to contending. 
 
But the attitude and identity that made “Ricky’s boys don’t quit” a rallying cry is still expected to be on 
display every day. It’s hard to find that kind of thing in a 12-0 loss. 
 
Of course these players don’t want to lose, and Lopez’s comments are a way of saying that. Hence why 
the manager of the supposed no-quit boys was happy to hear them. 

 
Avisail Garcia is back from his lengthy DL stay just in time to prove he's a part of White Sox long-
term future 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / June 22, 2018 
 
For the first time in two months, Avisail Garcia is back in the White Sox lineup. 
 
Garcia’s return from his lengthy stay on the disabled list was a refreshing sight for a team that came into 
the season believing he’d be one of its biggest bats. After all, Garcia was excellent in 2017, an All-Star 
campaign for him that saw him with some of the best hitting statistics in the American League. 
 
But even with those good numbers, there were plenty of questions about where Garcia stood in the 
rebuilding White Sox long-term future. After a long wait for that breakout season, was it going to be the 
new normal or a one-hit wonder? He’s got just two more seasons of team control left, and there are a ton 
of outfield prospects developing behind him in the minor leagues. 
 
His admittedly slow start this year didn’t help clarify anything: He returned to action with a .233/.250/.315 
slash line, a far cry from the .330/.380/.506 line he finished with last season. 



 
So now he’s back, and the “prove it” season resumes. He’s got time left to show the White Sox he can 
fend off challenges from the likes of Eloy Jimenez, Luis Robert, Blake Rutherford, Luis Alexander 
Basabe, Micker Adolfo and all the rest. Getting back on the field is the first step in doing that. 
 
“Be healthy and play hard like I’ve been playing all my career,” Garcia said Friday. “Just trying stay 
healthy, do my routine and do my best to help my team win. 
 
“My knee is good. My hamstring is good. I have no pain in my body right now. I feel great, great and 
focused and trying to compete every single day.” 
 
The injury — injuries, it turns out — certainly didn’t help. After the hamstring strain he suffered turned out 
to be a tad more significant than originally believed, he suffered a separate knee injury during his 
recovery that kept him on the shelf a while longer. 
 
But Garcia showed that maybe his bat is ready to come back to life during his rehab at Triple-A Charlotte. 
He slashed an eye-popping .360/.429/.840 with three home runs, three doubles and nine RBIs in just 
seven games. 
 
No one’s expecting that kind of production now that he’s back at the major league level. But plenty of fans 
and observers are expecting a lot who is still young enough to warrant consideration for a spot on the 
White Sox next contending team. He’s got the advantage of already playing at the big league level to 
show off for all the decision makers. 
 
But there’s no doubt that it’s a stacked group behind him. Jimenez, the third-ranked prospect in baseball, 
was just promoted to Triple-A. A trio of high-performing outfielders — Basabe, Alex Call and Joel Booker 
— just got bumped up to Double-A. And perhaps the most exciting group of all — Robert, Rutherford, 
Adolfo and Luis Gonzalez — are all playing together at Class A Winston-Salem. 
 
That’s an awful lot of young, inexpensive depth to contend with in the discussion for how the White Sox 
should align their outfield of the future. But Garcia can still stay in that discussion by doing one thing: 
hitting. His quest to turn his season around starts now. 

 
White Sox welcome Garcias back after long stints on disabled list 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / June 22, 2018 
 
One of MLB’s weakest hitting lineups got a boost Friday when White Sox outfielders Avisail Garcia and 
Leury Garcia returned to action after long stints on the disabled list. 
 
Leury singled twice, his 10th multihit game of the season, and Avisail had a hit and two strikeouts during 
the Sox’s 11-2 loss to the Athletics in the first game of a doubleheader at Guaranteed Rate Field. Leury 
also had an error in left field in the fifth inning. 
 
Avisail had been inactive since April 24 with a right hamstring strain, and had a setback with an 
unspecified knee injury during a workout. Leury was placed on the disabled list a month later with a left 
knee sprain. 
 
Manager Rick Renteria said both had “gone through pretty good rigors” during rehab stints with Triple-A 
Charlotte and would face no restrictions on playing time beyond Friday’s doubleheader, though neither 
started in the nightcap, available only on an emergency basis. 
 
Before the first game, Avisail said he was looking forward to staying healthy and returning to his routine. 
 
“My knee is good. My hamstring is good,” he said. “I have no pain in my body right now. I feel great, great 
and focused and trying to compete every single day.” 
 



‘Clown’ comment revisited: After the Indians drubbed the Sox 12-0 Wednesday, Reynaldo Lopez 
questioned his own team’s intensity. 
 
“Honestly, we looked like clowns (out) there, starting with me,” he said. 
 
Two days later, questions lingered about how Lopez’s comments would resonate in the clubhouse, 
particularly with manager Rick Renteria. 
 
“Good for him,” Renteria said before Friday’s doubleheader against the Athletics at Guaranteed Rate 
Field. “I think he was just speaking what everybody was probably sensing. … I mean, he took 
accountability for himself (and) that’s one of the things we were talking about — that’s a good thing. You 
need to have that focus and concentration to give yourself a chance. He just made it known,” 
 
Renteria took no issue with how Lopez addressed the problem, calling his criticism “respectful,” but 
Friday’s day-game starter James Shields took a different view. 
 
“You never really want to describe it that way,” Shields’ said about the “clown” reference, “but I definitely 
understand Lopey’s frustrations. But at the end of the day we are a team and we have to stick together 
and we have to play the game the right way.” 
 
He added, “I mean, he definitely held himself accountable but as pitchers we only can control what we 
can control and go out there to to do our job.” 
 
Best of a bad situation? The Sox were mired in a season-high eight-game losing streak and were 26 
games below .500 — also a season high — heading into the nightcap of Friday’s doubleheader. They’re 
also on pace to be one of three teams to lose 100 or more games, according to fangraphs.com. 
 
Renteria said he believes a young roster plagued by injuries is doing the best it can. 
 
“I try to look at it logically and see all the steps and missteps that we’ve taken, weigh all the pros and cons 
and take a step back, try to see if I can formulate a solution,” he said. “I don’t have time really to get too 
frustrated, not that I don’t. You’re right. But I think that I need to keep perspective and keep looking 
forward and try to see if we can find solutions to the problems.” 

 
Lucas Giolito’s win, James Shields’ loss like night and day for White Sox in doubleheader 
By Phil Thompson / Chicago Tribune / June 22, 2018 
 
A dismal opener to Friday’s White Sox doubleheader against the Athletics ended on a high note with 
Lucas Giolito striking out a career-best-matching, season-high eight batters over seven-plus innings in the 
night game’s 6-4 victory. 
 
“Gio threw a heck of a game and we picked him up on defense,” said shortstop Tim Anderson, who 
added an insurance run for the Sox in the eighth inning with a homer. 
 
The day game, however, was a disaster. 
 
James Shields’ four-run second inning — with the A’s getting help from the first of Yoan Moncada’s two 
fielding errors — was just the tip of the iceberg for Shields’ struggles and the Sox’s multitude of defensive 
problems during an 11-2 loss. 
 
The debacle ran their losing streak to a season-worst eight games. The Sox committed three errors and 
A’s starter Sean Manaea struck out seven Sox. 
 
“Little rough game,” White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. “We have to put it behind us as quickly as 
possible. 
 



“Obviously, James got hit around a little bit. Again, we didn’t make some key plays there early and it kind 
of led to a couple of different things.” 
 
Shields gave up eight runs on five hits in 42/3 innings, but only two of the runs were earned. 
 
“Overall, we didn’t play very good baseball this first game,” he said. “I’m going to hold myself accountable 
for not doing my part and going deep in the game. I really could have made some better pitches to 
counteract some of the miscues. But I didn’t do my job.” 
 
As demoralizing as the first game must have been for Shields, Giolito got much needed reassurance in 
his outing. He had a 4-7 record and 7.19 ERA entering Friday’s play but steadfastly maintained 
confidence in his approach throughout his rough patch. 
 
“Absolutely nothing different,” Giolito said. “Same competitive mindset going out there, trying to get ahead 
of hitters and attack hitters in the strike zone. … Defense behind me was spectacular tonight, especially 
(Adam Engel) with the diving catch (in the second). Throwing the guy out at third (in the seventh), that 
was huge.” 
 
Moncada’s errors in the opener to give him 11 on the season, after he mistimed the hop on one Matt 
Olson grounder and let a later Olson chopper bounce off his glove. But in Game 2, Moncada was able to 
cut off Matt Joyce’s hard grounder in the sixth. 
 
Renteria was pleased he bounced back. 
 
“He did a nice job of fronting the ball, a very similar ball that he had earlier, and was able to make that 
play,” he said. “They’re learning. It’s one step. We’re glad that he was able to do it.” 
 
Avisail Garcia and Leury Garcia, activated from the disabled list for only the day game, showed signs of 
rust in the twinbill’s opener. Avisail struck out twice and had a bat fly out of his hand during one foul tip, 
and Leury let Khris Davis’ fifth-inning single get by him in left field for an error. 

 
White Sox activate Avisail Garcia and Leury Garcia, designate Trayce Thompson for assignment 
By Joe Knowles / Chicago Tribune / June 22, 2018 
 
The White Sox will get some much-needed roster upgrades in time for Friday’s doubleheader with the A’s 
at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Avisail Garcia and Leury Garcia were activated from the disabled list. To make room for the two 
returnees, Trayce Thompson was designated for assignment and Jose Rondon was sent to Charlotte. 
 
Avisail Garcia’s last appearance for the Sox was on April 23, after which he was placed on the DL with a 
strained right hamstring. In a seven-game minor-league rehab assignment with Charlotte, Garcia went 9-
for-25 with three home runs and three doubles. He was the lone Sox All-Star in 2017. 
 
Leury Garcia’s sprained left knee has kept him out of action since May 23. He also did his rehab in 
Charlotte, going 6-for-14 with three doubles in four games. 
 
Thompson’s second stint with the White Sox wasn’t as productive as the first. The Sox reacquired the 27-
year-old outfielder on April 19 in a cash deal with the A’s, hoping that he might reproduce the numbers he 
put up as a rookie with the Sox in 2015, when he batted .295 with five homers in 44 games. But 
Thompson struggled at the plate this season, batting just .116 in 48 games. 
 
The 24-year-old Rondon batted .245 in 22 games as a utility infielder with the Sox this season, filling the 
role vacated by Leury Garcia’s injury. 
 
After the moves, the team now has two open spots on its 40-man roster. 



 
White Sox split with A’s, ending long losing streak as ‘clown’ talk continues 
By Steve Greenberg / Sun-Times / June 22, 2018 
 
The White Sox didn’t just beat the Athletics 6-4 on Friday night, salvaging a doubleheader split at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. They didn’t just end a season-high eight-game losing streak and pull themselves 
within 25 games (ahem) of .500. They also played some outstanding baseball — at the plate, on the 
mound and in the field. 
 
All of which is another way of saying the “clown” act couldn’t go on forever. 
 
But before and after the Sox’ hideous 11-2 defeat in the first game Friday, comments by pitcher Reynaldo 
Lopez two nights earlier still lingered. After a 12-0 loss in Cleveland on Wednesday, Lopez, 24, had this 
to say: 
 
“Honestly, we looked like clowns there, starting with me.” 
 
The reaction to his criticism of the team was mixed. 
 
“If I have to vent about something negative or any kind of comment that I think is not right, I’d rather go 
home and talk to my wife,” shortstop Tim Anderson said. “But guys are different. They vent in different 
ways. I understand where the frustration comes from with him. I’m still going to stick behind him 100 
percent.” 
 
Veteran first baseman Jose Abreu had no problem with the “clown” label. 
 
“I respect his comments,” Abreu said through an interpreter. “We are not playing the way that we can 
play. We can’t lose focus on the things that we can manage and how we need to approach the game, 
how we need to work to get the job done on the field. I really respect his comments.” 
 
Lopez’s style of speaking out isn’t for everyone, though. 
 
“If I have something to say, sometimes you have to [say it] in your clubhouse,” third baseman Yolmer 
Sanchez said. “I don’t like to say a lot of things about us to the media.” 
 
Veteran pitcher James Shields knows a thing or two about a clownish team effort. Of the eight runs he 
allowed in taking the Game  1 loss, six were unearned. Five of them — including four in the second inning 
— scored after errors by second baseman Yoan Moncada, who now has 11 errors, the most at his 
position in baseball. 
 
There was plenty more bad to go around, including an error in left field by Leury Garcia, a wild pitch on a 
strikeout by Shields that allowed a run to score, and a base-running gaffe by designated hitter Matt 
Davidson. 
 
Shields (2-9) wasn’t about to resort to name-calling, though. 
 
“You never really want to describe it that way, but I definitely understand Lopey’s frustrations,” he said. 
“But, at the end of the day, we are a team, and we’ve got to stick together and we’ve got to play the game 
the right way. We’ve got to pick our game up.” 
 
They did that in Game 2 with a grinding seven-plus innings from starter Lucas Giolito (5-7), some dazzling 
defense by center fielder Adam Engel, Moncada and Anderson, and clutch hitting by the bottom four in 
the order — Anderson, catcher Omar Narvaez, Engel and left fielder Charlie Tilson. 
 
“We have to play clean baseball to give ourselves a chance,” manager Rick Renteria said. 
 



It beats a clown act any day of the week. 

 
Outfielder Avisail Garcia returns to White Sox, has first hit in two months 
By Steve Greenberg / Sun-Times / June 22, 2018 
 
Nearly nine weeks after injuring his right hamstring while running to first base, Avisail Garcia returned to 
the White Sox’ lineup. The right fielder started in an 11-2 loss in the opening game of Friday’s 
doubleheader against the Athletics at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Leury Garcia, who’d been on the disabled list since May 24 with a sprained left knee, started the game in 
left field. Both players came off rehab assignments at Class AAA Charlotte. 
 
Avisail Garcia, a 2017 All-Star who turned 27 last week, hit .360 with three homers and three doubles in 
seven games with Charlotte after a slow start to the big-league season and a longer-than-expected DL 
stint. 
 
“I have no pain in my body right now,” he said. “I feel great — great and focused and trying to compete 
every single day.” 
 
After a 5-14 start with Avisail Garcia, the Sox went 19-35 without him. He said he watched all the games 
and kept in regular contact with first baseman Jose Abreu. 
 
“It’s hard,” he said. “I don’t like to get hurt, and I like to play every single day. I like to compete. I like to 
help my team. But it’s hard. I’ve just got to try to stay healthy and try to do my best every day.” 
 
He led off the sixth inning with his first hit since April, an infield single off A’s starter Sean Manaea. Leury 
Garcia singled in each of his first two at-bats. 
 
“I’m excited and happy because Avi is back,” Abreu said through an interpreter. “To have the opportunity 
to speak with him about offense, about hitting, it’s good. And he’s a guy who makes us better as a team.” 
 
Neither Garcia was in the lineup for the second game of the doubleheader. Sox manager Rick Renteria 
said both players will move into the weekend with no restrictions on their playing time. 
 
To make room for both Garcias, the Sox designated outfielder Trayce Thompson for assignment and 
optioned infielder Jose Rondon to Charlotte. They also added pitcher Thyago Vieira from Charlotte to be 
the 26th man on the active roster for the second game of the doubleheader. 
 
Close to home 
 
Both pitchers who started for the A’s on Friday have local connections. Game 1 starter and winner 
Manaea (7-6), who no-hit the Red Sox in April, played his final season of high school baseball in 
Merrillville, Indiana. Game 2 starter Chris Bassitt made his major-league debut with the White Sox in 2014 
and was part of the trade with the A’s for pitcher Jeff Samardzija after that season. 
 
Futbol hero 
 
The Sox’ clubhouse had brand-new World Cup jerseys as far as the eye could see Friday morning. 
Reliever Hector Santiago ordered them all online — about 50 in all, representing the national teams of at 
least 15 countries — and presented them to his teammates as first-come, first-served gifts. 

 
White Sox activate Avisail Garcia, Leury Garcia; Thompson DFA’d 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Sun-Times / June 22, 2018 
 



The White Sox returned outfielder Avisaíl García and infielder/outfielder Leury García from their injury 
rehabilitation assignments with Class AAA Charlotte on Friday, and designated outfielder Trayce 
Thompson for assignment. 
 
The Sox also optioned infielder Jose Rondon to Charlotte. 
 
Avisail Garcia went on the DL April 24 with a Grade 2 right hamstring strain. He batted .360 with three 
doubles and three home runs over seven games on his assignment with Charlotte. Garcia was batting 
.233 with one homer over 18 games after an All-Star season in 2017. 
 
Leury Garcia went on the DL with a sprained left knee on May 24. He played four games at Charlotte and 
went 6-for-14 with three doubles. García was batting .262 with seven extra base hits, including two 
homers, with 14 RBI over 39 games with the Sox in 2018. 
 
Rondon, 24, is hitting .245  with three home runs in 22 games over two stints with the Sox this season. 
 
Thompson, 27, a second round draft choice of the Sox in 2009, batted .116 with three homers and nine 
RBI over 51 games with the Sox in 2018 after they traded Tyler Saladino to the Brewers and reacquired 
him from the A’s on April 19 in exchange for cash considerations. 
 
The Sox 40-man roster decreases to 38. 
 
The Sox, rained out Thursday night, play a doubleader against the A’s Friday starting at 3:10 p.m. 

 
Man sues MLB, Toronto Blue Jays after being hit by flying bat at White Sox game 
By Nada Issa / Sun-Times / June 22, 2018 
 
A northwest Indiana man is taking Major League Baseball and the Toronto Blue Jays to court after he 
claims he suffered a severe head injury in 2016 when a Blue Jays hitter sent his bat flying into the crowd 
at a game against the Chicago White Sox. 
 
The 12-page lawsuit filed Friday in Cook County Circuit Court claims the fan, John Flaherty, was struck in 
the head by the bat of Blue Jays centerfielder Kevin Pillar in the top of the 8th inning in a June 25, 2016, 
game in Chicago at what was then called U.S. Cellular Field. The defendants are Pillar, the Blue Jays and 
their ownership group, MLB and the office of MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred. 
 
The lawsuit claims Flaherty had been invited to the game and didn’t know he’d sit seven rows behind the 
White Sox dugout on the third-base line, where he was exposed to Pillar, who, the suit claims, had a 
history of flinging his bat into crowds. 
 
In a similar incident in June 2015, a fan caught Pillar’s airborne bat in Toronto. In the season opener in 
April 2017, almost a year after the Chicago incident, Pillar let go of his bat on consecutive swings, 
according to the suit. 
 
Pillar’s propensity to let his bat slip out of his hands is caused by the lack of a knob at the base of his bat, 
according to the lawsuit, which accuses Pillar’s team and league of failing to punish his use of a knobless 
bat. 
 
The knob typically helps batters keep a tight grip on their bats. Videos of incidents involving Pillar’s bat 
slipping out of his hands appear to show a knob at the base of his bat. 
 
Flaherty also blames MLB for failing to extend netting far enough down the first- and third-base lines to 
prevent injuries to fans in what he calls the “slaughter zone,” the lawsuit says. That protection is 
especially important after a history of flying balls and bats seriously hurting spectators in those seats, 
according to the lawsuit. 
 



The suit adds that the league has increased the risk of injury by making efforts to increase the pace to the 
game, adding in-game distractions and encouraging the use of cell phones at the park. 
 
Flaherty’s injuries included a “skull laceration” and “ongoing head trauma,” the lawsuit says, which seeks 
more than $50,000 in damages. 
 
MLB and White Sox officials couldn’t be reached for comment Friday evening. 
 
Last October, a northwest suburban Schaumburg man sued the Chicago Cubs after he was hit in the face 
by a baseball in August at Wrigley Field. He lost vision in the eye and doctors at the time feared they’d 
have to remove the eye. 

 
Giolito helps White Sox snap eight-game losing streak 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 22, 2018 
 
Lucas Giolito needed one. So did the Chicago White Sox. 
 
Heading into Game 2 of Friday's doubleheader against the Oakland Athletics, Giolito had the highest ERA 
(7.19) among qualified major-league starters. 
 
The Sox had an eight-game losing streak, and their 24-50 record was the third worst in baseball. 
 
But after kicking the ball around during an 11-2 loss to the A's in Game 1, the White Sox bounced back 
with a 6-4 win in the nightcap. 
 
"When both sides of it go well, everything looks pretty good," manager Rick Renteria said. "There are 
times when one side's a little off from the other and you wonder what the heck's going on. Today in that 
second game, I thought they played a very decent ballgame." 
 
It started with Giolito. 
 
The White Sox's starter matched his career high with 7 innings and he hit a season high with 8 strikeouts 
while giving up 4 runs on 7 hits and 2 walks. 
 
"I was finally commanding the fastball the way I should," Giolito said. "Definitely the best I felt out there 
this year, for sure. The velocity was up a tick. I just felt right, felt in sync. Just competed from there." 
 
Clinging to a 5-4 lead with Oakland runners on first and third with no outs in the eighth inning, Xavier 
Cedeno came out of the Sox's bullpen and retired three straight hitters to get out of the jam. 
 
Joakim Soria pitched a perfect ninth to record his seventh straight save. 
 
In Game 1, second baseman Yoan Moncada made 2 errors and left fielder Leury Garcia also made a 
fielding miscue in his first game back from the disabled list. 
 
The Sox's porous play in the field proved costly for starting pitcher James Shields, who allowed 8 runs in 
4⅔ innings. Only 2 of the runs were earned. 
 
"At the end of the day, I can't control that," Shields said. "What I can control is how I pitch out there and 
making my pitches. I didn't do my job of getting the outs after we made some miscues, and I've got to do 
a better job of that." 
 
Garcias off DL: 
Back in the White Sox's lineup Friday for the first time in two months, Avisail Garcia said he was dealing 
with two injuries during his lengthy stint on the disabled list. 
 



In an April 23 game against Seattle, Garcia pulled his right hamstring running to first base. When he was 
rehabbing the hamstring, Garcia hurt his right knee. 
 
I don't like to get hurt," said Garcia, who batted second for the Sox and played right field in Game 1 of 
Friday's doubleheader against Oakland. "I like to play every single day. I like to compete. I like to help my 
team. 
 
"My knee is good," Garcia continued. "My hamstring is good. I have no pain in my body right now. I feel 
great. I just have to try to stay healthy and try to do my best every single day." 
 
Leury Garcia was also activated off the DL after being sidelined for a month with a sprained left knee. 
 
The Sox cleared two roster spots by designating outfielder Trayce Thompson for assignment and 
optioning infielder Jose Rondon to Class AAA Charlotte. 
 
Thompson played in 51 games with the White Sox after being acquired in an April 19 trade from Oakland 
for cash considerations. He batted .116 with 3 home runs and 9 
 
Moving day: 
The White Sox promoted 16 minor-league players on Thursday, highlighted by Eloy Jimenez going from 
Class AA Birmingham to AAA Charlotte. 
 
Another top outfield prospect, Luis Robert, was bumped up from low Class A Kannapolis to high A 
Winston-Salem. 
 
In his first game with Winston-Salem, Robert was 1-for-3 with 1 RBI and a stolen base. On Friday night, 
he was 2-for-4 with a walk. Robert missed almost three months after injuring his thumb sliding into second 
base during a March 7 spring training game against the Reds. The 20-year-old center fielder actually 
stayed in the game after the injury and hit a game-winning grand slam. 
 
Sox manager Rick Renteria still remembers the Cactus League at-bat from Robert. 
 
"He made an adjustment on a breaking ball, which is pretty unique for a young person," Renteria said. 
"He's very gifted. I expect that as he continues to play, he's one of those young men that has the chance, 
no guarantee, of moving along quickly." 

 
No clowning around -- White Sox serious about playing better baseball 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / June 22, 2018 
 
The circus was back in town Friday. 
 
Actually, it was the Chicago White Sox back at Guaranteed Rate Field, two days after starter Reynaldo 
Lopez's frustration reached a boiling point. 
 
 
After pitching poorly in a 12-0 loss at Cleveland Wednesday, Lopez let it rip. 
 
"It's unacceptable for us to look the way we looked today," Lopez said. "Nobody is happy about it. 
Honestly, we looked like clowns (out) there, starting with me." 
 
Those were pretty strong words from a player that is in his first full major-league season, but the Sox don't 
have a problem with Lopez's brutally honest assessment. 
 
"Good for him," manager Rick Renteria said. "I think he was just speaking what everybody was probably 
sensing. I think nobody was hiding it. I think the players knew it. I think we addressed it a little bit. 
 



"I think it speaks volumes for him. You can't be scared to voice what you believe is, in your opinion, 
something that you're viewing, especially about yourself. Then you can direct it, if you need to, to the rest 
of the club. And I think he did a nice job. I thought he did it very respectfully, to be honest." 
 
James Shields is a 36-year-old veteran, and he lashed out after losing a June 2 start against the Brewers. 
 
"Frankly, I don't really care about the rebuild right now," Shields said. "I care about winning. They keep 
talking about rebuild and I'm trying to win ballgames right now, period." 
 
Shields wasn't crazy about the clown reference, but he gets Lopez's point of view. 
 
"You never really want to describe it that way, but I definitely understand Lopey's frustrations," Shields 
said. "At the end of the day, we're a team and we've got to stick together and we've got to play the game 
the right way. We've got to pick our game up. 
 
"We've got to stay as positive as we possibly can and try to address the things that we need to fix." 
 
En route to losing their eighth straight in Game 1 of Friday's doubleheader against Oakland, Yoan 
Moncada made 2 more errors that opened the door for 6 unearned runs. His 11 errors are the most 
among major-league second basemen. 
 
"I think what you have to focus on and understand is that this is a very demanding level to be participating 
at," Renteria said. "That's the reality of it. A lot is expected of all of us. It's one of those things where you 
have to deal with the reality of that. 
 
"(Moncada) is learning it. This is the process he's learning right now. He's probably dealing with a lot of 
different emotions. I'm sure he is because we've spoken many times. He has to continue to try to 
separate those things and do the best he can." 
 
Like Moncada, White Sox shortstop Tim Anderson has had his struggles with the bat and the glove. 
 
"It's not easy going out and getting your butt kicked," Anderson said. "But what keeps me going is the 
future is bright. We are going to be a part of something very special. Every team has to wait their turn. I 
feel our turn is coming." 

 
Lucas Giolito’s best stuff rescues White Sox from grueling, clownish stretch 
By James Fegan / The Athletic / June 22, 2018 
 
The White Sox spent Friday morning of a doubleheader with the A’s grappling with a seemingly endless 
pile of soccer jerseys from different countries, an enormous piñata adorned with the team logo, and 
questions about clowns. Specifically, how they compared to them as a team after a first half long on 
frustrating play and exhausting in terms of words to describe this White Sox team led Reynaldo López to 
the word “payasos,” following the club’s 12-0 loss in Cleveland Wednesday. 
 
“Good for him,” manager Rick Renteria said of López’s harsh critique of himself and the team. “I think he 
was just speaking what everybody was probably sensing. I think nobody was hiding it. I think the players 
knew it. I think we addressed it a little bit.” 
 
Two grisly Yoán Moncada fielding errors, six unearned runs charged to James Shields and a lifeless 11-2 
loss to the A’s later, and the White Sox had not really succeeded in putting the issue to bed by Friday 
evening. 
 
“You never really want to describe it that way, but I definitely understand Lopey’s frustrations,” Shields 
said after the first game — perhaps the Sox’s sloppiest of the season. “At the end of the day, we’re a 
team and we’ve got to stick together and we’ve got to play the game the right way. We’ve got to pick our 
game up.” 



 
This sort of vague, all-purpose invocation didn’t seem like it was calling from the depths for Lucas Giolito 
to finally snap out of a curious 14-start fog and command his stuff like it was September 2017 again, but 
after a 6-4 streak-snapping win, it’s free to be read as such in hindsight. In his longest, strongest and 
most strikeout-heavy outing of the season (7 IP, 7 H, 4 ER, 2 BB, 8 K, HR), Shields’ locker neighbor went 
out and sat 92-96 mph with his fastball all night, bullying the A’s lineup for seven innings with a version of 
his slider with drop so intense it could be mistaken for his high-70s curveball. 
 
“I felt in sync,” Giolito said. “[Omar Naváez] and I were working really well, finally commanding the fastball 
the way I should. Definitely the best I felt out there this year, for sure. Velocity was up a tick. Just felt right, 
felt in sync. Just competed from there. 
 
“Feel for slider today was really good. I felt like there were a couple of times I could have gotten it down a 
little bit better with two strikes but other than that it was a good go-to pitch. Curveball feel was a lot better, 
though I didn’t throw it very much. Overall just felt like I was getting on top of all my pitches a lot better. I’ll 
look at it tomorrow but especially the angle of my fastball was probably the best it has been, too.” 
 
The only dicey part is that Giolito’s night did not end after seven innings of two-run ball. With a three-run 
lead, after the Sox needed three relievers in the first part of the doubleheader, and with his pitch count at 
90, Giolito was an easy choice to come out for the eighth and started both hitters he faced with 0-2 
counts. Yet in his final efforts, he found his slider had lost just enough sharpness for Dustin Fowler and 
Marcus Semien to serve a pair of singles into right and center. 
 
With Nate Jones on the disabled list and Bruce Rondón burned in the first game, the eighth inning 
devolved into Renteria flipping between Jace Fry, Chris Volstad and Xavier Cedeño for matchups as each 
struggled to find the zone out of the gate. Between Fry walking pinch-hitter Stephen Piscotty on four 
pitches and Volstad falling behind Khris Davis 3-0 before allowing a two-run single, the situation 
eventually devolved into Cedeño protecting a one-run lead with no one out and the tying run on third. 
Which he of course did, because he’s been nails since being called up. The 2018 White Sox just don’t get 
easy nights, but Tim Anderson smacking a solo shot for an insurance run in the eighth and Joakim Soria 
blazing through another save got them closer than usual. 
 
Stopping an eight-game losing streak was important in some sense, but for the franchise’s momentum, it 
was more about the horrors that the tent of a long skid was housing: Moncada’s continued slump, 
strikeout woes and defensive regression, Tim Anderson’s frustrating June, José Abreu’s struggles. 
Between Carson Fulmer getting optioned, López’s ups and downs, and even Michael Kopech’s control 
problems and Alec Hansen’s injury, it’s been a first half that has felt like it’s seen very little progress 
toward the future of the White Sox rotation. As such, Giolito locking into place and commanding mid-90s 
with a dropping slider is a quick way to push all that to the background. Any amount of ugliness is mostly 
tolerable this season if it seems like the Sox have found the answer by the end of it, and Giolito is so 
certain he’s found the balance that he seemed reticent to analyze it. 
 
“I’ll watch video and see certain things and I have little cues here and there, but I’m not going to go and 
over analyze things and nitpick at certain stuff anymore,” Giolito said. “Doing a much better job getting to 
my extension side, outside to righties. Yeah, I mean just as far as mechanics goes, felt very in sync. It’s 
about all I can say about it. I’m not trying to tinker or think about mechanics anymore. It’s about flow, 
getting out there and making pitches.” 
 
It’s not about how good you look when it’s all working at this level, given everyone has the talent to 
dominate on a given night, but how often you look that way. Praise of Giolito “grinding” without his best 
stuff grew stale after a few weeks, and holding up the promise of this outing won’t carry much very long if 
he returns to wildness and 90-91 mph for the rest of the month. But eight losses and back-to-back 
blowouts make any star turns seem like breakthroughs, so fittingly a grueling day for Moncada ended with 
him making a diving stop ranging to his right to seal it. 
 



“The great plays take care of themselves,” said Renteria, who was happier about Moncada getting his 
body in front of a challenging but fairly routine-looking grounder in the sixth than the highlight. “The back-
handed, forearm plays that require range, extension, they truly take care of themselves. He did a nice job 
of fronting the ball, a very similar ball that he had earlier, and was able to make that play. They’re 
learning. It’s one step.” 

 
Roster Requirements: It’s Trading Season 
By Eno Sarris / The Atheltic / June 22, 2018 
 
There’s still enough time to (maybe) turn your team’s season around. There’s been enough time to know 
what you need. There are still enough managers in your league that haven’t checked out. It’s trading 
season! 
 
And yet… every season, it seems harder and harder to make an actual trade. Everyone offers their worst 
for your best and acts horrified when you send over your counter. To make matters worse, there’s been a 
recent flood of fantasy analysis, to the point where sell-high and buy-low lists are ubiquitous and virtually 
every owner can find one that tells them exactly what they want to hear: their struggling player will get 
better and their overachieving stud has found a new talent level. Or the opposite, depending on the 
situation. 
 
The way out is better focus. There are plenty of owners focused on merely winning every trade — let 
them pester you with repeated two-for-ones where they get the best player in the deal. Taking a two-for-
one is almost never in your best interests. You have to get down to 12+ team AL- or NL-only leagues to 
want depth enough to give up your best player. 
 
Instead — in most leagues at least — you should be focused on what you need to win your league this 
year. It’s a simple idea, but it really helps. Take a long look at the standings and find a team that needs 
what you have and has what you need. 
 
Yes, there are exceptions. Dynasty and keeper leagues offer a wrinkle, in that you could spend your days 
spamming the inboxes of your co-owners with offers that push your total team talent forward millimeter by 
millimeter. This works. I have no stomach for it, and instead choose to focus on needs: Which team at the 
bottom of the table needs youth and has veterans? What youth can I afford to give up and remain 
competitive going forward? 
 
In real-life baseball, you can add to your strengths and still win more games, so myopically focusing on 
needs is a bad idea. But in fantasy baseball, you can win homers by one or by 20 — you still get the 
same amount of points for the category. This is why I prefer category leagues to points leagues, by the 
way: It’s not all reduced to one number, and need-for-need deals are made more plausible. 
 
Here are a few more quick-hitter tips that have worked for me. 
 
Don’t try to buy low on the biggest stars like Bryce Harper and Kris Bryant. Their owners think they’re 
great — that’s why they drafted them — and they aren’t about to give up on ’em now. 
Don’t try to buy a player that just came off the DL. Instead, try to buy the player that stepped in for that 
player while they were on the DL, because that player is now superfluous. 
Make sure the ownership levels are about even in your offer. Even if your player has played well, if he’s 
owned in 20 percent of leagues, you’re not trading him for a 98-percent star. 
Try to vary the positions in your trade. Challenge trades — same position for same position — are rare 
and difficult to pull off. 
If you’re going to try a two-for-one, include their dropper in the trade so they can see where the upgrade 
is coming from. 
Despite the adage that nobody cares about your fantasy team, I’ve listed a few of my trade offers below. I 
play in so many dynasty leagues that I’ve had to tweak the details of a few to make the information useful 
to more league types, but the idea is that I would feel confident making these offers because I feel they 
are fair, and have a chance of being consummated. Some have already been accepted. 



 
Good luck! 
 
Brandon Nimmo for Michael Fulmer (12-team batting average redraft H2H) 
 
I love Brandon Nimmo. I said he could be Michael Brantley with a worse strikeout rate in the offseason, 
and then early this year I revised the comps and found that he looked a lot like a young Christian Yelich. 
Right now, though, Nimmo is leading the National League in slugging percentage. That’s a bit much, even 
for a Yelich clone. 
 
If we go by launch angles and exit velocities, his slugging should be 70 points lower. His projections say 
his slugging is going to be 200 points lower. I’m somewhere in-between — he’s hitting more fly balls than 
ground balls and I think he could have above-average power, on the order of 25 homers — but the rest of 
the package, minus that excellent power, reads like a true talent .260 hitter with 25 homers and 15 steals. 
I think the market values him higher right now. 
 
And the market is souring on Michael Fulmer, even though the auction calculator values (based on 
Steamer projections) have both Nimmo and Fulmer almost exactly the same going forward. I’ve written 
about why I like Fulmer more than his projections going forward, but I have one more thing to add, based 
on his recent velocity trends. Rob Arthur found that using a pitcher’s fastball velocity in his last few starts 
can predict his outcomes in the next start better than projections — and look where Fulmer’s fastball has 
been sitting recently: 
 
Even if you don’t like this particular deal, there are a few acquirable names on this list that could be worth 
looking into. Maybe you can get one of these thrown in with Fulmer for your Nimmo, depending on how 
bad your pitching staff looks right now. 
 
Shane Greene for Max Kepler (12-team AL-Only redraft — LABR) 
 
Honestly, I’d trade any closer for a bat, even just a bat upgrade. Only about 25 percent of closers keep 
their job all season, and Greene — who has a below-average strikeout rate, below-average velocity and a 
home run problem to boot — doesn’t seem like the kind that’s a lock to keep the job. 
 
In fact, he’s on a team that could easily trade him and create a new closer in Joe Jiménez. This could 
also happen in New York, where Jeurys Familia is an impending free agent and Robert Gsellman is the 
only pitcher with any holds recently (though Anthony Swarzak is a possibility). The Padres are asking a 
lot for Brad Hand, but he seems to have one foot out the door, and Kirby Yates is the obvious closer 
behind him. If the Reds finally trade Raisel Iglesias, Amir Garret seems like the apparent next option, 
though they could decide to keep him cheaper and go with Michael Lorenzen for the rest of the season. 
And we haven’t even gotten to the places where a new closer might emerge from “natural” causes. 
 
In any case, Kepler “should” be hitting a little better than he is.  He’s showing the best plate discipline of 
his career, the best strikeout rate of his career, his normal isolated slugging percentage, and crap luck on 
batted balls. (If you want to read more about what Kepler is doing to get better, Brandon Warne had an 
excellent conversation with him recently.) Ultimately, I’d take almost any regularly playable bat for a closer 
of Greene’s ilk. So I did. 
 
My Luis Robert, Matt Boyd, Frankie Montas and Daniel Robertson for their Nelson Cruz and Gio 
Gonzalez (18-team OBP dynasty H2H)  
 
In this situation, I’m offering a top-20 prospect bat, two pop-up pitchers, and a pop-up bat for two veterans 
near the end of their careers. I’ve argued that Boyd won’t regress as hard as his projections say. Montas 
still throws in the high 90s. And it looks like Daniel Robertson has earned most of his production so far 
this year (.242/.372/.404 on xStats.org) and is a useful three-position bat in an OBP league. I can use 
these guys… but I’d rather have a one-year boost than have them next year, as I’m second in my 
division. 



 
You could also say that, behind power, speed and arm are Robert’s second best skills (and those don’t 
link up all that well with major-league outcomes), Boyd still is one of the softest-throwing pitchers in 
baseball, Montas doesn’t have a good changeup and has funky mechanics that might make for early 
deception that won’t last, and that even Robertson’s expected stats don’t offer much in the way of power 
or speed. 
 
But if you’re in a keeper league giving up an old one-diminesional slugger and an old starter whose work 
is not supported by peripherals, maybe you take a chance on this grouping. 
 
My Patrick Corbin and Joey Votto for your Anthony Rizzo and Jon Gray (12-team roto redraft) 
 
This looks like a challenge trade but it’s a secret two-for-one. This is all about selling high on a pitcher 
that has lost the most velocity among qualified starters, selling a big name that’s lost exit velocity, and 
buying a young first baseman that’s been unlucky to date. Instead of a .241/.342/.429 actual line, Rizzo 
“should” be hitting .273/.369/.459, making him one of the less lucky hitters out there. Oh and also, he’s six 
years younger than Votto. 
 
The second name in the deal is almost irrelevant. Here it’s Gray — whose strikeout and walk rates (and 
even contact rates) suggest that he’s a great buy-low by most metrics, as you can see below — but I’d 
probably do this trade with any starter, because I was getting the best player back. 
 
This is about the only way a challenge trade can work, by the way. If the talent levels are different in a 
two-for-two, the other side may think that the upgrade in pitching is worth a slight step down in hitting. 

 
 


