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                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Fresh off the DL, Rene Rivera hits go-ahead homer in Angels’ victory 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — René Rivera had been waiting three months to play again, and when he finally got the 
chance, he made it count. 

The Angels catcher, who had been out rehabbing from knee surgery, hit a second-deck homer in the 
ninth inning to a snap a tie in the Angels’ 3-2 victory over the San Diego Padres on Wednesday night. 

The Angels completed a three-game sweep of the Padres and have won seven of their past nine games. 

In the ninth, the Padres summoned closer Kirby Yates, who brought a 1.55 ERA to the mound. With one 
out, Yates threw Rivera a first-pitch fastball over the inner half of the plate, and Rivera blasted it 408 
feet. 

“It felt great,” Rivera said. “It’s awesome to come back after three months and help the team to win a 
game.” 

It came too late to get a victory for Felix Peña, who had not allowed an earned run in six innings. His 2-1 
lead vanished when Cam Bedrosian gave up a homer to Cory Spangeberg in the seventh. 

Peña has a 4.02 ERA in his 10 starts, but that figure is inflated by one game in which he allowed seven 
runs and recorded one out. In the other nine games, he has a 2.70 ERA. 

“It’s huge,” Manager Mike Scioscia said of Peña’s contribution. “We need some more guys to step up. 
The fact that Felix has so much on his plate, getting through six innings is really all you can ask for. He’s 
been pitching in that range of getting 16, 17, 18 outs pretty consistently. For a guy in his first go-around 
as a starter, he’s doing a great job.” 

Manager Mike Scioscia also allowed him to throw 90 pitches, the most in his career. It was a somewhat 
surprising decision. Peña began the sixth inning with 81 pitches, and he was about to face left-handed 
hitting Eric Hosmer, who had doubled against him, for the third time. 

Considering that Peña was nearing his previous high of 86 pitches and the batter he was about to face, it 
would have been perfectly defensible for Scioscia to turn the game over to his bullpen. 

Facing a bullpen game on Thursday in Texas, though, Scioscia gave Peña one more inning, and he 
rewarded his confidence with a nine-pitch, perfect inning against the middle of the San Diego order. 

“With the state of where our pitching staff is now and the amount of usage we have, you are trying to 
give guys every opportunity to get as many outs as they can,” Scioscia said. “If he was struggling, it 
would be a different story, but he was still throwing it well.” 
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So far, Peña has shown that he settles into games after some initial trouble. He gave up a double to the 
first batter of the game and then he issued a walk, leading to an unearned run after a passed ball. 

“In the first inning, minimizing damage was important,” Scioscia said. “A couple times he had guys on 
second base and he made some pitches.” 

The Angels had gotten him a run in the first inning on an Albert Pujols sacrifice fly. 

In the sixth, David Fletcher led off with an infield hit and went to third when Pujols yanked a ground ball 
through the shift on the left side of the infield. Andrelton Simmons singled into left to drive in Fletcher, 
putting the Angels up 2-1. 

 

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani takes a trip back to Anaheim for a high-intensity bullpen 
session 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — Shohei Ohtani commuted from San Diego to Anaheim and back on Wednesday, allowing 
him to throw his bullpen session at Angel Stadium instead of Petco Park before returning to be available 
to hit in the game. 

Manager Mike Scioscia said the Angels had access to more precise data on his throwing session at home 
than from the bullpen in San Diego. Scioscia said Ohtani threw at near maximum effort. 

“He aired it out,” Scioscia said. “Everything looks good.” 

Ohtani threw 35 pitches in the bullpen to warm up and then he threw 15 pitches and 18 pitches on the 
game mound, taking a break in between to simulate multiple innings. He had hitters stand in, but not 
swing, just for the perspective. 

Ohtani said he threw at 100 percent of a normal bullpen session, including throwing split-finger fastballs 
for the first time in his rehab. He called it “another step in the right direction.” 

It’s unclear exactly what’s next for Ohtani, who is rehabbing a damaged ulnar collateral ligament, but 
he’ll soon need to face hitters in some kind of simulated game. 

The Angels have said Ohtani will not pitch in the minors on his way back, because then they’d lose his 
bat for the major league games. He can build up his pitch count in simulated games. 

Also, if Ohtani returns in September, he could pitch in games even with a limited pitch count because 
they’d have the depth of expanded rosters to back him up in the bullpen. 

RIVERA IN, BRICEÑO OUT 
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Catcher José Briceño was optioned on Wednesday to make room for René Rivera, who was activated 
after missing nearly three months rehabbing from knee surgery. 

The Angels rookie catching duo of Briceño and Francisco Arcia had performed well in the three weeks 
since Martín Maldonado was traded, but Scioscia said Briceño still had some things to work on in the 
minors. 

“José definitely needs to work on a couple things on the offensive and defensive end,” Scioscia said. 
“This gives him a chance to do that. It’s tough to continue to work on things at the major league level. 
Frankie (Arcia) is playing at a real high level.” 

Scioscia said the Angels were eager to get Rivera back because of his work with the pitchers. 

“His experience will help, not only with the game plan but adjustments between innings,” Scioscia said. 
“He does a really good job with the pitchers. Not that the other guys weren’t. The other guys were doing 
a terrific job. I think René will be a settling effect for these guys, for sure.” 

ALSO 

Odrisamer Despaigne is expected to join the team in Texas, and Scioscia said “there’s a probability he’s 
going to start sometime in Texas.” It will not be Thursday, a game the Angels plan to use a corps of 
relievers. Despaigne, who was acquired from the Miami Marlins on Tuesday, can throw 75 to 80 pitches, 
Scioscia said. … 

Matt Shoemaker (forearm nerve surgery) has thrown an “up-down” bullpen session, Scioscia said 
Wednesday. Shoemaker is working toward a return to the Angels, sometime in the next few weeks. … 

The Angels designated reliever Akeel Morris for assignment, which opened a 40-man roster spot for 
Rivera to be activated from the 60-day disabled list. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Taylor Cole, 0-2, 2.95) at Rangers (RHP Ariel Jurado, 2-2, 5.66), Thursday, 5 p.m., Fox Sports 
West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

Baseball broadcasting in the age of social media: ‘It’s much harder to take 
chances now.’ 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

In October 1968, Sports Illustrated profiled the flamboyant radio broadcaster Harry Caray, whose St. 
Louis Cardinals were in the World Series. “In the past decade,” wrote Myron Cope, “the trend of play-by-
play broadcasting has been decidedly in the direction of mellow, impassive reporting, a technique that 
strikes Harry Caray as being about as appropriate as having Walter Cronkite broadcast a heavyweight 
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championship fight.” Caray lamented that his style would inevitably cause him to get fired. He held a 
baseball broadcasting job every year until his death in 1998. 

These days, Caray’s style might not get him fired either. He would merely be taken to task on Twitter. 

The last month has seen the mob of social media sweep over the baseball broadcasting landscape like a 
haboob. On July 28, Atlanta Braves television analyst Joe Simpson chided several Dodgers players for 
their batting practice attire. He specifically called Chase Utley’s look “unprofessional” and an 
“embarrassment.” 

In the 24 hours that followed, Twitter responded to Simpson with its own color commentary. 

Some were quick to point out that Utley’s “unprofessional” attire included a  “K Cancer” shirt, which is 
sold to benefit charitable causes such as cancer research. Chip Caray, Simpson’s partner in the booth 
(and Harry Caray’s grandson), punched back on his own Twitter account: “I’m not the guy taking BP in 
Capri-mimicking pants, no socks, and no ‘uniform.’ My partner merely pointed it out. … Why not wear 
MLB-issued BP jerseys with names on road so paying customers know who’s who? Lighten up.” 

But the Twitter mob had spoken. Soon it included Braves pitcher Brandon McCarthy, a former teammate 
of Utley’s on the Dodgers. “Chip, it was Chase Utley,” McCarthy wrote. “The near universal choice for 
how to conduct yourself as a professional baseball player.” Caray did not merely delete his tweet; he 
deleted his entire account. Simpson later visited Utley in the Dodgers’ clubhouse to apologize. 

Days later, Alex Rodriguez suggested on ESPN’s Sunday Night Baseball broadcast that the Cubs were 
mishandling Yu Darvish’s injury rehab and that Darvish was losing respect in his own clubhouse. That led 
to a meeting with Cubs manager Joe Maddon, which reportedly got “heated.” By the time Rodriguez got 
around to clarifying his comments on the air, the social media news cycle had moved on. 

At least Simpson managed to keep his name in the news. Last Tuesday, in the first game of a 
doubleheader between the Braves and Washington Nationals, he questioned the age of 19-year-old 
Nationals outfielder Juan Soto. “If he’s 19, he certainly got his man-growth,” Simpson said. 

The Nationals’ general manager, Mike Rizzo, does not monitor social media, but the team’s public 
relations staff does. When he got wind of Simpson’s comment, Rizzo visited Simpson in person before 
the second game of the doubleheader. During the broadcast of Game 2, Simpson backpedaled. “He’s a 
bona fide 19,” Simpson said of Soto. 

What’s going on here? Are the boundaries for a baseball broadcast changing, or is social media merely 
enforcing existing boundaries by tossing any dubious comment to the mob? 

“I just think that it’s much harder to take chances now and really just cut loose and have fun,” said Joe 
Davis, the Dodgers’ television play-by-play broadcaster. “I’m always thinking, how is this going to come 
off? I think you have to as a survival tactic.” 

Davis is 30. He is too young to remember the days when Haray Caray – in the words of Sports Illustrated 
– “in reply to a critical letter from a woman listener, exploded on the air, denouncing the woman in 
terms that judges save for those who molest old ladies.” He is also too young to remember Caray’s son, 

https://twitter.com/DanielBrim/status/1023403212349603840
https://108stitches.com/collections/k-cancer-mens
https://twitter.com/BMcCarthy32/status/1023433173240360960
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/07/29/as-t-shirt-flap-blows-over-dodgers-dave-roberts-thinks-keeping-it-loose-is-right-way-to-go/
https://theathletic.com/452298/2018/07/30/i-think-it-was-classless-yu-darvishs-agent-fires-back-at-a-rod/
https://theathletic.com/470542/2018/08/12/sources-joe-maddon-and-alex-rodriguez-air-it-out-during-sunday-night-baseball-meeting/
http://www.espn.com/video/clip?id=24360623
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/dc-sports-bog/wp/2018/08/08/mike-rizzo-confronted-braves-announcer-for-implying-juan-soto-isnt-really-19/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.527e10cbb24d
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Skip, offer this comment about a female cheerleader on top of the Atlanta Braves’ dugout in 1988: “You 
know what’s wrong with that blonde? Nothing!” 

San Francisco Giants play-by-play broadcaster Jon Miller is 66, eight years removed from receiving the 
Baseball Hall of Fame’s Ford C. Frick Award. He is no less concerned than Davis about how his words 
might be perceived. 

“We’re all trying to talk to people who are not just our age, we’re trying to talk to people who are much 
younger,” Miller said. 

At the urging of his children, Miller started an Instagram account. He has more than 53,000 followers as 
of this writing. Miller said he has a Twitter account too, but he only uses it to read others’ tweets. If he is 
at the center of a social media consternation, Miller won’t hear about it from the Giants’ PR staff first. 

When he learned of Simpson’s comment about Soto, Miller thought it sounded a generation behind how 
Major League Baseball scrutinizes birth certificates in 2018. 

“To me, he didn’t really know what he was talking about,” Miller said. “It makes him look bad, number 
one, because (Soto) is a Hispanic guy and it’s some tired old stereotype or cliché. Even if you go back 20 
years, it was a cliché then.” 

These days, social media tends to blur the lines between verifiable and unverifiable facts. 

“As a broadcaster, you have to determine on the fly what is fact vs. fiction,” said Karl Ravech, who is in 
his 25th season leading ESPN’s MLB coverage. “If I were broadcasting a game and something came up 
on social media and it was something that could be verified, then I think it would be fair game to 
discuss.” 

Miller recalled meeting with a producer of ESPN’s “Sunday Night Baseball” in 2007 in preparation for a 
Red Sox-Yankees game at Fenway Park. That Tuesday, the New York Post reported that Rodriguez, then 
a third baseman for the Yankees, was seen with a “mysterious” woman in Toronto while he was still 
married. Miller said the producer wanted him to address the story on the air during the game. 

“They wanted to just rehash the New York Post,” Miller said. “I don’t get that. Is there something in the 
clubhouse, is this a distraction, are there team leaders who are unhappy with A-Rod right now because 
this is affecting them? The answer sounded like no. 

“You want to talk about that? Well I have something I could ask Joe (Morgan): ‘When you played, let’s 
say Johnny Bench had a woman that was not his wife in a certain road city, would Johnny be careful not 
to be seen in public with her, or would he just go into a hotel lobby where anybody could see him with 
her?’ They were all ticked off that I was making fun.” 

The larger lesson, Miller said, was something he learned as a journalism student in high school and 
college: “You have to actually know what you’re talking about before you put something on the air.” 

It isn’t exactly Walter Cronkite broadcasting a heavyweight fight, but it’s a lesson baseball broadcasters 
are taking seriously in 2018. Sometimes they are learning the hard way, one deleted tweet at a time. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgMCWLECmGs
https://www.instagram.com/jonmillersfgiants/
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Aaron Cox, former Angels prospect and Mike Trout’s brother-in-law, dies at age 
24 

By Jeff Fletcher 

Aaron Cox, the brother-in-law of Mike Trout and a former Angels pitching prospect, died on Wednesday 
morning, according to a statement released by the Angels. Cox was 24. The cause of death was not 
announced. 

“The Angels Organization is saddened to hear of the passing of Aaron Cox, a member of the Angels 
family since 2015,” read an Angels statement. “We are deeply heartbroken and shocked by this tragic 
loss. Our heartfelt prayers and condolences to his family and friends.  Aaron will always have a special 
place in the hearts of those within the organization.” 

Trout had left the Angels recently to attend to what the team called a personal family matter. Trout is 
currently on the disabled list with right wrist inflammation. He is eligible to be activated on Thursday, 
but Manager Mike Scioscia said on Wednesday they don’t know when he will return. 

Cox is the younger brother of Trout’s wife, Jessica. Cox attended Millville High in New Jersey, just like 
Trout. The Angels drafted him in 2015. He was out in 2017 after being hit in the face by a line drive 
during spring training. He retired last week, having not pitched at a level above Class-A. 

“He had a special gift that allowed him to connect with so many teammates, coaches and members of 
the staff,” Angels general manager Billy Eppler said in a statement. “It’s tragic that he is no longer with 
us. He will live on in the minds of countless people in this organization.” 

Trout and his wife also released a joint statement about Cox. 

“Early this morning our families lost a phenomenal human being. Aaron Cox was a tremendous son, 
brother, and brother-in-law.  He had a deep love for his family, and a passionate dedication and 
commitment to his friends. As our families grieve together, we will also celebrate the memories, the 
laughter, and the love we each shared with Aaron in the short time we had him. He will forever be at the 
forefront in the hearts and minds of the Cox and Trout families. We will rely on the love and strength of 
God first and foremost during this difficult and challenging time, as well as our dear family and friends. 
We thank you for your thoughts and prayers, and our Lord and Savior for His precious gift of Aaron 
Joseph.” 

Angels reliever Justin Anderson, who played with Cox in the minors and in spring training, posted 
his thoughts on Twitter. 

“We all now have our own Angel in heaven at home with Our Lord. @Aaroncox19 you were a hell of a 
friend, and a great guy to be around. You will be missed brotha!” 

 

 

https://twitter.com/janderson_22/status/1029785423889854464
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

5 players with game-changing skills in AL West 

By Maria Guardado 

Given the collection of stars that play in the American League West, it's no surprise that the division is 
also home to an array of elite tools. 

From cannon arms to wipeout pitches, here's a look at the most game-changing tools for each team: 

Angels: Shohei Ohtani's power 
Why it matters: Ohtani is one of the few left-handed hitters in the Angels' lineup, so his power bat has 
become a dangerous weapon against opposing right-handed pitchers. All 12 of Ohtani's home runs this 
season have come against righties, and most of them have traveled quite far. The 24-year-old rookie has 
crushed four homers with a projected distance of 440-plus feet this season, tied for third most among 
MLB hitters this year. Only Joey Gallo (six) and Nelson Cruz (five) have more. 

Signature moment this season: Ohtani's impressive power gives him the ability to change the outcome 
of a game with one swing of the bat, as he showed against the Dodgers on July 8. Nursing a sore right 
knee, Ohtani came off the bench in the seventh inning and crushed a tiebreaking pinch-hit home run off 
Dodgers reliever JT Chargois to lift the Angels to a 4-3 win at Angel Stadium. Ohtani's first career pinch-
hit home run traveled an estimated 443 feet, according to Statcast™. 

Astros: Jose Altuve's bat-to-ball skills 
Why it matters: No player in baseball has a better ability to put the bat on the ball than Altuve, a three-
time AL batting champion and six-time All-Star whose streak of four consecutive seasons of at least 200 
hits is in jeopardy because of a right knee injury that's put him out of action for two weeks. Still, Altuve's 
uncanny ability to hit any pitch in any part of the zone makes him virtually slump-proof and makes it 
difficult for opposing teams to shift against him. He's hard to strike out, which means he's almost always 
putting the ball in play and making something happen. 

Signature moment this season: After the reigning AL Most Valuable Player Award winner went hitless in 
12 straight plate appearances, Altuve collected hits in 10 consecutive at-bats in May, a club record. 

Athletics: Matt Chapman's throwing arm 
Why it matters: Chapman's elite arm is perhaps the best in baseball, and the A's benefit from this 
weapon on a nightly basis. The third baseman's eye-popping plays may be routine these days, but they 
cannot be overstated, for they're saving a heck of a lot of runs. The strength of his arm allows Chapman 
to play deeper than any other third baseman in the Majors, which helps him get to more balls than any 
other player at the hot corner. The end result never disappoints. 

Signature moment this season: There are too many to count, but among them a "video game-ish" 
throw, as A's manager Bob Melvin deemed it the night of July 31. Chapman, positioned where a 
shortstop plays in the shift, ranged to his normal position and backhanded a ground ball off the bat of 
Toronto's Yangervis Solarte, throwing him out at first -- easily. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/608336/joey-gallo
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/608638/jt-chargois
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/514888/jose-altuve
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
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Mariners: Edwin Diaz's wipeout slider 
Why it matters: The 24-year-old right-hander has an electric arm and one of the top fastballs in the 
Majors, but it's been the development of his putaway pitch, the nasty slider, that has elevated him into 
one of the elite closers in the game this season and the runaway leader in saves in the AL. The Mariners 
have the most one-run wins in MLB thanks in large part to Diaz's 22 one-run saves, which is already just 
one shy of the single-season Major League record of 23, set by Francisco Rodriguez of the Angels in 
2008 . 

Diaz typically sets hitters up with his upper-90s fastball, then closes them out with a wicked slider that 
has racked up a 40.5 percent swing-and-miss rate, the second-highest percentage among the 322 
relievers who've generated at least 300 swings from the pitch this year. Opposing batters are hitting just 
.104 with a .156 slugging percentage against his slider, and his 59 strikeouts are the most in the Majors 
among right-handers with that pitch. 

Signature moment this season: Diaz has been the master of the one-run save, and none was bigger than 
when he nailed down a 1-0 victory over the Red Sox at Fenway Park on June 16 by striking out the side 
in the ninth, fanning pinch-hitter Brock Holt with fastballs, then getting Jackie Bradley Jr.and Mookie 
Betts with the slider after setting them up with high heat. He finished the game by setting down Betts 
on a full-count slider after Boston's standout had fouled off a 99-mph fastball. 

Rangers: Joey Gallo's power 
Why it matters: The Rangers are looking to the future, and their strength is their young offensive talent. 
Gallo is foremost among them and his power can be awe-inspiring. Gallo is not only among the league 
leaders in home runs, but he also leads the Majors -- going into this week -- with 16 home runs of 110-
plus mph exit velocity and 12 that traveled with a projected distance of 450 feet or greater. The Rangers 
are hoping Gallo can be a force with that power for the next several seasons. 

Signature moment this season: The Rangers lost to the Indians, 9-8, in 11 innings on July 20, but Gallo 
still put on a spectacular show. He had a two-run home run in the seventh inning to pull Texas within 
one, and then hit a game-tying home run with two out in the bottom of the ninth off reliever Cody 
Allen. That one had a projected distance of 472 feet, Gallo's longest of the season. 

 

Every 30-30 season, ranked by club 

By Daniel Kramer and Do-Hyoung Park 

The marvel of the 30-30 club is predicated on the rare combination of speed and power it takes to swipe 
30 bases and bash 30 homers in the same season. The feat has been pulled off just 60 times in baseball 
history, though there are a few players who could join the club in 2018, starting with Cleveland's Jose 
Ramirez, who has already surpassed 30 homers and has 27 steals through Wednesday's action. 

Here is a team-by-team breakdown of the 30-30 club, ranked in order from the team with the most 30-
30 seasons to least -- there are actually eight teams that have never had someone pull off the feat. 
(Note: We list franchises together, even if the club moved.)  

http://m.mlb.com/player/621242/edwin-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/408061/francisco-rodriguez
http://m.mlb.com/player/571788/brock-holt
http://m.mlb.com/player/598265/jackie-bradley-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/605141/mookie-betts
http://m.mlb.com/player/605141/mookie-betts
http://m.mlb.com/player/592102/cody-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/592102/cody-allen
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Angels: 2 
Mike Trout, 2012 (30 HR, 48 SB) 
Bobby Bonds, 1977 (37 HR, 41 SB) 
Trout took the Majors by storm during his rookie season in 2012, compiling a 30-30 year that hasn't 
been matched since. Some argue that had it not been for Miguel Cabrera winning the first Triple Crown 
in 45 years that Trout would've won the AL MVP Award that season. Bonds spent parts of just two 
seasons in Anaheim, and he made his second count.  

*Article cut to only include Angels-related material.  

 

Rivera homers in return from DL as Halos sweep 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- Rene Rivera couldn't have scripted a better ending to his first game back from the 
disabled list. 

After missing three months while recovering from right knee surgery, Rivera returned to action 
Wednesday night and crushed a tie-breaking home run off Kirby Yates in the ninth inning to lift the 
Angels to a 3-2 win and complete a three-game sweep of the Padres at Petco Park. 

"It feels great," Rivera said. "It's awesome to come back after three months and help the team to win a 
game. It feels awesome. I'm glad to be back and have the opportunity to play." 

With the game tied at 2, Rivera launched a first-pitch fastball from Yates into the upper deck in left field 
for his fourth home run of the season. Rivera went 2-for-4 with an RBI in his first game since May 16. 

"He was swinging the bat well earlier this year when he got hurt," manager Mike Scioscia said. "When he 
went on his rehab, it took him a couple [games], but he felt like he got his timing. He jumped right in, hit 
the ball hard. That's a huge home run, obviously." 

Blake Parker pitched a scoreless ninth to pick up his 12th save of the season. The Angels (62-60) have 
won seven of their last nine games after securing their first road series victory since June 29-July 1 at 
Baltimore. 

Rivera's late-inning heroics ensured that the Angels didn't squander an impressive start from right-
hander Felix Pena, who allowed only one unearned run over a season-high-tying six innings. Pena 
handed a 2-1 lead over to the bullpen, but the Padres tied it after Cory Spangenberg launched a two-out 
solo homer off reliever Cam Bedrosian in the seventh. 

A converted reliever, Pena limited the Padres to two hits -- none after the third inning -- while walking 
four, striking out seven and throwing a career-high 90 pitches. After being pressed into the rotation in 
June, Pena has consistently showed his viability as a starting option for the injury-riddled Angels, who 
have had to find creative ways to fill the persistent voids in their rotation this season. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/408234/miguel-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
https://www.mlb.com/news/rene-rivera-activated-from-disabled-list/c-290501142
https://www.mlb.com/news/rene-rivera-activated-from-disabled-list/c-290501142
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
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Pena found himself locked in a pitchers' duel with San Diego left-hander Robbie Erlin for most of the 
evening. Pena and Erlin both gave up sacrifice flies in the first inning before subsequently matching each 
other with four scoreless innings. 

The Angels briefly broke the 1-1 deadlock in the sixth. After David Fletcher and Albert Pujols singled off 
Erlin to put runners on the corners with one out, Andrelton Simmons delivered an RBI single to left field 
to put the Angels ahead, 2-1. 

Travis Jankowski led off the game with a double and advanced to third on a passed ball, and Wil 
Myers walked to put runners on the corners with no outs. After Eric Hosmer struck out swinging, Pena 
allowed Jankowski to score on Hunter Renfroe's sacrifice fly to center field, tying the game at 1. Myers 
then stole second to put another runner in scoring position, but Pena coaxed a flyout from Austin 
Hedges to end the inning. 

"I always try to attack hitters," Pena said in Spanish. "Sometimes things don't work out in the first inning, 
but I make adjustments after that." 

Pena allowed only one more hit after that, a two-out double to Hosmer in the third. Renfroe followed by 
flaring a fly ball to shallow center field, but Eric Young Jr. made a nice diving catch to leave Hosmer 
stranded. 

SOUND SMART 
Pena has occasionally had trouble navigating the first inning and entered Wednesday with a 12.96 ERA 
over nine opening frames this season, but he managed to limit the damage against the Padres. 

HE SAID IT 
"It's huge. We need some more guys to step up. The fact that Felix has so much on his plate, getting 
through six innings is really all you can ask for. He's been pitching at that range of getting us those 16, 
17, 18, 19 outs pretty consistently. For a guy who's in his first go-around as a starter, he's doing a great 
job." -- Scioscia  

UP NEXT 
The Angels will head to Texas and kick off a four-game series against the Rangers on Thursday at 5:05 
p.m. PT at Globe Life Park. Japanese rookie sensation Shohei Ohtani is expected to return to the starting 
lineup at designated hitter. Ohtani was limited to pinch-hitting duties during the three Interleague 
games in San Diego since the Angels were without the DH. Right-hander Taylor Cole (0-2, 2.95 ERA) will 
start a bullpen game for the Angels and fill in for injured starter Tyler Skaggs. He will be opposed by 
Texas right-hander Ariel Jurado (2-2, 5.66 ERA). The Angels lead the season series against the Rangers, 
5-1. 

 

Ohtani ramps up intensity in bullpen session 

Rivera activated from disabled list; Briceno optioned 

By Maria Guardado 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/518566/taylor-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/642558/ariel-jurado


August 16, 2018  Page 13 of 22 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Shohei Ohtani continues to ramp up the intensity of his bullpen sessions as he progresses 
deeper into his rehab from his right elbow injury. 

Ohtani threw a 33-pitch bullpen session in Anaheim on Wednesday with batters in the box. Manager 
Mike Scioscia said the batters stood in for "perspective" and did not swing. Ohtani threw 15 pitches and 
rested for five minutes before throwing his final 18 pitches to simulate a break between innings. 

The Angels wanted Ohtani to complete his throwing session at Angel Stadium for data-gathering 
purposes, though he returned to San Diego in time for Wednesday's game against the Padres. 

Ohtani said his third session off the mound was at "close to 100 percent" in terms of effort level. He 
mixed in all his pitches, including his fastball, splitter, curveball and slider. 

"He aired it out," Scioscia said. "His intensity level was great, so we'll continue to hopefully make 
progress and see where we go." 

Ohtani has not pitched for the Angels since June 6 because of a Grade 2 sprain of the ulnar collateral 
ligament in his right elbow, but the club is optimistic that he'll be able to return to the mound before the 
end of the season. 

Rivera makes long-awaited return 

Rene Rivera's first career stint on the disabled list has finally come to an end, as the Angels activated the 
35-year-old veteran catcher on Wednesday and started him behind the plate for their series finale 
against the Padres at Petco Park. 

To clear a roster spot for Rivera, the Angels optioned rookie Jose Briceno to Triple-A Salt Lake. Right-
hander Akeel Morris was designated for assignment to create a vacancy on the 40-man roster. 

In Wednesday night's 3-2 win over the Padres, Rivera went 2-for-4 with a single and a go-ahead home 
run in the ninth inning. 

Rivera hasn't played for the Angels since May 16, missing 76 games after undergoing surgery to repair a 
torn meniscus in his right knee. Rivera was originally signed to back up Martin Maldonado, but he will 
likely be eased into a starting role now that Maldonado is with the Astros. 

Known for his strong defense, Rivera batted .259 with an .804 OPS, three home runs and 10 RBIs in 22 
games for the Angels before hurting his knee. 

"When we started the season, obviously, we looked for Rene to carry a certain workload and bring that 
presence behind the plate," Scioscia said. "He played well before he got hurt. I think that his experience 
will help him, not only with the game plans, but the adjustments in between innings. He does a really 
good job with the pitchers. Not that the other guys weren't. I think the other guys were doing a terrific 
job. I think Rene will be a settling effect for these guys, for sure." 

Briceno's demotion leaves rookie Francisco Arcia as the Angels' second catcher. Arcia, 28, spent 12 years 
toiling in the Minors before receiving his first MLB callup on July 26. He's made the most of his 
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opportunity since then, batting .324 with a .990 OPS, three home runs and 13 RBIs in 12 games with the 
Angels. A left-handed bat, Arcia is also a better complement to the right-handed-hitting Rivera. 

Briceno, 25, batted .291 with a .764 OPS, three home runs and eight RBIs in 30 games with the Angels 
this season. He will likely return to the Majors once rosters expand on Sept. 1. 

"Jose definitely needs to work on a couple things on the offensive and defensive end," Scioscia said. 
"This will give him a chance to do that. It's tough to continue to work on some things at the Major 
League level. Frankie's playing at a really high level. He's a left-handed bat, so there's a lot of things on 
both sides of the ledger." 

Despaigne update 

The Angels optioned newly acquired right-hander Odrisamer Despaigne to Triple-A Salt Lake on 
Wednesday, but he will likely join the club soon. Scioscia said Despaigne will likely start one of the 
Angels' games in Texas this week, helping to fill the void left by the injuries to Nick Tropeano and Tyler 
Skaggs. 

The Angels plan to have a bullpen game on Thursday, so Friday seems like the likeliest day for Despaigne 
to pitch. Left-hander Andrew Heaney and right-hander Jaime Barria are listed as the probable pitchers 
for Saturday and Sunday. 

 

         FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Rivera returns from DL, homers in 9th as Angels sweep Padres 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — In his first game back from a knee injury, Rene Rivera was big trouble for his old 
team. 

Rivera hit a go-ahead homer in the ninth inning after a long stay on the disabled list, and the Los Angeles 
Angels completed a three-game sweep of the San Diego Padres with a 3-2 victory Wednesday night. 

Reinstated from the 60-day DL before the game, Rivera connected for a solo shot into the second deck 
in left field against San Diego closer Kirby Yates (4-1). The former Padres catcher had missed 76 games 
with right knee inflammation. 

“It’s awesome to come back after three months and help the team to win a game,” Rivera said. “First, 
I’m glad to be back and have an opportunity to play, and winning the game today is great.” 

Yates, who took over as closer when Brad Hand was traded to Cleveland, had allowed only two earned 
runs in 21 innings pitched at Petco Park this season. 

“I just threw a good pitch, and he hit it,” Yates said. “Just come back tomorrow and get back at it.” 
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After the Angels sent starting catcher Martin Maldonado to Houston at the July 31 trade deadline, 
Rivera will have an opportunity to contribute more. 

“We just brought him back and knew he had to get his timing down,” manager Mike Scioscia said. “To 
jump right in like that, that’s a huge home run obviously.” 

Jose Alvarez (5-3) pitched a scoreless eighth to earn the win for the Angels, their seventh in nine games. 
The sweep was Los Angeles’ sixth of the season. 

Blake Parker retired the side in the ninth for his 12th save. 

Cory Spangenberg erased an Angels lead in the seventh with a solo home run that tied the game at 2. 

Andrelton Simmons singled home David Fletcher in the sixth to put Los Angeles in front 2-1. 

Both teams scored in the first inning. Albert Pujols drove in Kole Calhoun, who led off the game with a 
single, with a sacrifice fly against Padres lefty Robbie Erlin. 

San Diego answered with a sacrifice fly from Hunter Renfroe that brought home Travis Jankowski. 

Felix Pena pitched six solid innings for the Angels, allowing one unearned run on two hits while walking 
four and striking out seven. 

“I think Felix did a great job,” Scioscia said. “He kept getting better as the game went on. The only fly in 
the ointment is four walks, but he stepped up.” 

Erlin and Pena traded scoreless innings until the sixth, when Simmons broke through for Los Angeles. 

“He pitched great,” Rivera said of Pena. “He kept the ball down and elevated when he wanted to 
elevate. He was keeping the hitters off balance and did a good job today.” 

Shohei Ohtani pinch-hit in the ninth and struck out swinging against Yates. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: Ohtani threw at full strength in his second bullpen session since injuring his right elbow in June. 
The two-way rookie star from Japan said his arm felt good and he was able to throw all his pitches. “I did 
throw 100 percent effort, but obviously it is going to be different from a game situation,” Ohtani said 
through a translator. “I can’t say for sure until I see how my body feels tomorrow.” 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Angels optioned RHP Odrisamer Despaigne and C Jose Briceno to Triple-A Salt Lake, and designated 
RHP Akeel Morris for assignment. 

UP NEXT 
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Angels: Open a four-game series in Texas on Thursday. The club had not yet announced a starting 
pitcher. RHP Ariel Jurado (2-2, 5.66 ERA) will take the mound for the Rangers. 

Padres: RHP Jacob Nix (1-0) makes his second start in the majors Thursday against Arizona, looking to 
follow up a debut in which he threw six scoreless innings. RHP Clay Buchholz (5-2, 2.67) goes for the 
Diamondbacks. 

 

                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Minor League Baseball teams sold over $70 million in merchandise in 2017 

By Bill Baer 

Every so often here, we discuss the criminally low pay of Minor League Baseball players. Most of them 
make less than $7,500 a year, which includes the regular season as well as spring training, playoffs, and 
offseason training. The abysmal pay forces minor leaguers to eat unhealthy food, live in cramped 
quarters, and forego consistent, quality sleep, among other things. 

What makes this situation worse is that Minor League Baseball is a huge money-maker for their parent 
teams in Major League Baseball. Josh Norris of Baseball America reported yesterday that Minor League 
Baseball teams sold $70.8 million in merchandise in 2017. That represented a 3.6 percent increase over 
the previous record set in 2016. This is just merchandise. Now think about concession and ticket sales. 

Minor League Baseball COO Brian Earle said, “Minor League Baseball team names and logos continue to 
be among the most popular in all of professional sports, and our teams have made promoting their 
brand a priority for their respective organizations. The teams have done a tremendous job of using their 
team marks and logos to build an identity that is appealing to fans not just locally, but in some cases, 
globally as well.” 

You may recall that Major League Baseball had been lobbying Congress to pass legislation exempting 
minor league players from the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. Doing so classified baseball players as 
seasonal workers, which means they are not entitled to minimum wage and overtime pay. That 
legislation passed earlier this year. Minor League Baseball generates profits hand over fist and it is now 
legally protected from having to share that with the labor that produced it. 

Many points of divergence led us to this point, but the question is how do we change it? Minor leaguers 
are routinely taken advantage of because they don’t have a union. Compare the minors in baseball to 
the minors in hockey, where minor leaguers have a union. As SB Nation’s Marc Normandin pointed out 
last month, the minimum salary for American Hockey League players is $45,000 and the average salary 
is $118,000. They receive a playoff share of around $20,000, and receive health insurance that covers 
themselves as well as their families. Furthermore, the minor league hockey players’ per diem is $74, 
about three times as much as minor league baseball players’ per diem of $25. 

Major League Baseball and its 30 teams have shown no inclination towards treating minor league 
players simply out of moral obligation or good will, so the minor leaguers need union coverage to force 
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their conditions to improve. This could be as simple as the MLBPA expanding its coverage to the minor 
leagues because, after all, some minor leaguers do become major leaguers, right? Or the minor leaguers 
could themselves create a union. It’s easy to say, but tougher to do, which is why they still don’t have a 
union. 

At any rate, every fan of baseball should be enraged when they read that Minor League Baseball keeps 
setting records year after year when it comes to selling hats and t-shirts, then refuses to share any of 
that wealth with the labor responsible for it. It’s morally reprehensible. 

 

 

       FROM CBS SPORTS       

Ranking the top 10 MLB rookies: There's Braves' Ronald Acuna and Nationals' 
Juan Soto, then there's everybody else 

Breaking down the best among rookies thus far in 2018 

By Dayn Perry 

We are a month and a half away from the end of a season that has been highlighted by great rookie 
performances. Braves phenom Ronald Acuna has set the National League Rookie of the Year race on fire 
with his recent run of eight home runs in eight games. As is the case, now would be as good a time as 
any to rank the rookies of the 2018 season to date. The criteria is simple: The rookies who have provided 
the most value to their teams in the current season.  

By way of reminder, here's how MLB defines rookie status:  

A player shall be considered a rookie unless, during a previous season or seasons, he has (a) exceeded 
130 at-bats or 50 innings pitched in the Major Leagues; or (b) accumulated more than 45 days on the 
active roster of a Major League club or clubs during the period of 25-player limit (excluding time in the 
military service and time on the disabled list). 

And now to the current rankings ...  

TOP MLB ROOKIES OF 2018 

10 Lou Trivino 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS RP 

In 57 2/3 innings, the right-hander has pitched to a 1.56 ERA with no unearned runs allowed and more 
strikeouts than innings. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/ATL/atlanta-braves
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9 Seranthony Dominguez 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES RP 

Dominguez boasts an ERA+ of 175 and an FIP of 2.65, and he's also struck out more than one-third of 
opposing batters. While Gabe Kapler doesn't really run his bullpen in a conventional manner, Dominguez 
has emerged the primary closer for the contending Phils. That makes him a rarity among rookies. 

8 Dereck Rodriguez 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS SP 

Rodriguez, 26, has gone from minor-league free agent to Rookie of the Year contender. After 12 starts 
and a pair of relief appearances, Rodriguez has allowed 23 runs in 80 innings while permitting just four 
home runs and 18 unintentional walks. 

7 Jack Flaherty 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS SP 

Flaherty ranks third among NL rookies in starts and innings and leads them in strikeouts. He's also got an 
ERA of 3.22 and 1 3.53 K/BB ratio. 

6 Harrison Bader 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS RF 

Bader has been a solid hitter and plus baserunner this season, but what drives his value and his 
candidacy is that he's emerged as one of the top defensive outfielders in all of baseball. That reputation 
passes the eye test, too. He leads all rookies in WAR. 

5 Gleyber Torres 

NEW YORK YANKEES 2B 

Injuries have sapped his production a bit in recent weeks, but overall he's a plus-fielding second 
baseman with an .816 OPS and 18 homers in a little more than half-a-season of plate appearances. 

4 Miguel Andujar 

NEW YORK YANKEES 3B 

He's been a savior for the Yanks at third. Andujar's glove needs work, but at the plate he's hitting 
.294/.327/.516 while leading all rookies in plate appearances. 

3 Shohei Ohtani 
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LOS ANGELES ANGELS DH 

Elbow troubles have limited his work on the mound and at the plate. However, the two-way phenom 
boasts a 136 OPS+ in 233 plate appearances and a 136 ERA+ in 49 1/3 innings. 

2 Juan Soto 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS LF 

The 19-year-old Soto has absolutely raked since his May 20 promotion: .301/.422/.548 with 15 home 
runs in 75 games and almost as many walks as strikeouts. He's not the defender that our No. 1 guy is, 
but he's been the slightly more productive hitter to date. 

1 Ronald Acuna 

ATLANTA BRAVES LF 

Acuna entered the season as the consensus top overall prospect in baseball, and the 20-year-old has 
delivered on the hype and then some. At this writing, Acuna owns a slash line of .288/.346/.576 with 
plus defense and value on the bases. The playing time is a bit on the light side thanks to injuries and a 
belated call-up, but he's been a real difference-maker for the first-place Braves. 

Objections? Of course not! 

 

            FROM YAHOO! SPORTS       

Rangers, Angels to miss star power in series opener 

By STATS 

Both the Texas Rangers and Los Angeles Angels will be without one of their star players when the two 
American League West rivals open a four-game series on Thursday at Globe Life Park in Arlington, Texas. 

Texas will send right-hander Ariel Jurado (2-2, 5.66 ERA) to the mound for the series opener. The Angels 
plan to rely entirely on their bullpen for Thursday's game, though they have not announced who will 
start the game. 

The Rangers, who have lost three of their past four games and are in last place in the AL West, are going 
to give third baseman Adrian Beltre a couple days to see how he responds to treatment before deciding 
whether he should go on the disabled list with a strained left hamstring. 

Beltre, re-aggravated the injury -- which has sent him to the DL twice already this year -- late in Texas' 
win over Arizona on Monday and was not in the lineup on Tuesday after undergoing an MRI exam. The 
Rangers had an off-day on Wednesday. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/tex
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"I don't get any indication that it's going to be long-term, but we still reserve the right to let it settle 
down for a couple of days and see where it is at," Texas manager Jeff Banister told MLB.com. "It doesn't 
matter if you are 28 or 38, hamstrings are such that once you've done it once, they can be recurring. It 
seems like he has managed it well to this point. 

Meanwhile, the Angels head to the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex after a 3-2 road win on Wednesday 
over hapless San Diego. Los Angeles swept the series from the Padres and has won seven of its past nine 
games. The Angels are currently in fourth place in the AL West, 12 1/2 games behind Houston. 

Los Angeles will likely be without All-Star center fielder Mike Trout, who has been on the disabled list 
since Aug. 2 because of a right wrist contusion. He's eligible to come off the DL on Thursday, but left the 
team on Tuesday after the death of his brother-in-law, Aaron Cox, a former pitcher in the Angels' 
system. 

Cox, a native of Vineland, N.J., retired from baseball last week on the day after his 24th birthday. A right-
hander, Cox pitched in parts of three seasons at the Rookie Level and Class A Advanced affiliates. The 
Angels took Cox in the 19th round of the 2015 Draft. 

The cause of Cox's death has not been disclosed. 

"The Angels organization is saddened to hear of the passing of Aaron Cox, a member of the Angels 
family since 2015," the club said in an official statement. "We are deeply heartbroken and shocked by 
this tragic loss. Our heartfelt prayers and condolences to his family and friends. Aaron will always have a 
special place in the hearts of those within the organization." 

Jurado will make the fifth major league start of his career and will pitch on six days' rest due to 
Wednesday's day off. Texas is 2-2 in his four starts. 

Jurado allowed six runs in five innings in a 7-3 loss to the New York Yankees on Thursday. He allowed 
four homers after giving up just one in his first three starts. Through four starts, right-handers are hitting 
.244 off him while lefties are batting .294. 

 

     FROM THE SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE     

Erlin sharp, but Angels complete sweep of Padres 

By Kevin Acee 

Not everyone currently considered a starting pitcher for the Padres will have a spot in the rotation in the 
coming weeks. 

Robbie Erlin seems intent on assuring his place for a while. 

The 27-year-old left-hander made the third start of his second chance on Wednesday, and it was his 
best. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/8861/
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/nyy
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“He's doing what he needs to put himself in our rotation going forward,” manager Andy Green said. 

Former Padres and current Angels catcher Rene Rivera hit a 407-foot home run to left field off former 
Angels and current Padres reliever Kirby Yates in the ninth inning to lift the Angels to a 3-2 victory. 

Save for a double and hard outs by Travis Jankowski and two walks and a seventh-inning home run by 
Cory Spangenberg that tied the game 2-2, Green was clearly frustrated by his offense. Among the 
Padres’ four hits was Wil Myer’s bunt single, as the Angels completed a sweep of the three-game series. 

But Green was exceedingly pleased with Erlin. 

In this lost season where results within results are often most significant, Erlin allowing two runs in six 
innings was in the grand scheme the victory to take away from a midweek interleague contest in August. 

Erlin has in three starts this month posted a 2.81 ERA over 16 innings. The other Padres’ starters have 
combined for a 4.45 ERA over 99 innings in August. 

“He's pitched well all season long,” Green said. “But he's really taken this spot in the rotation the last 
three times through. … I'm looking for more answers than questions. That type of performance on a 
consistent basis gives us answers.” 

Whether Erlin is a viable option to start for a contender, which is what the Padres expect to be within a 
couple years, is something to be determined over the next several weeks and perhaps into next season. 

That he is even in the running is a remarkable turn of events for a pitcher who missed all of last season 
following May 2016 Tommy John surgery and spent the bulk of this season in the bullpen save for two 
unsightly starts early. 

Erlin was inserted back into the rotation for an Aug. 2 start at Wrigley Field against the Cubs when Luis 
Perdomo went on the disabled list with a shoulder strain. 

And there was little outward indication Erlin would succeed this time. 

He had been mostly superb in the bullpen. But he had excelled there back when he got lit up in two spot 
starts. 

In eight relief appearances between his starts on April 16 against the Dodgers and May 21 against the 
Nationals, Erlin allowed two runs and nine hits over 11 2/3 innings. 

In those two starts, he allowed 12 runs (11 earned) and 14 hits in a total of seven innings. 

By the time he got to August, he had thrown 52 2/3 innings over 27 relief appearances, posting a 2.05 
ERA and 0.80 WHIP. 

This run began with him allowing the Cubs a run on two hits in five innings as the Padres stopped a 
seven-game losing skid. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
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As he has after each of the three starts this month, Erlin spoke Wednesday of taking it “one inning at a 
time” rather than getting ahead of himself, a temptation that befell him in his early starts. 

“The mentality is keeping my focus on what’s right in front of me,” he said. “So one hitter at a time 
instead of worrying about the next time through the order or who’s coming up next.” 

Erlin, who did lament the eight hits (all singles) he allowed, applied his in-game mantra to the big picture 
as well. 

“I haven’t thought about anything further than the next start,” he said. 

He did acknowledge an awareness of the number of young pitchers vying to remain in the rotation. 

“That’s fine,” he said. “We have to go out and pitch whenever we are told to pitch. … I try to do that to 
the best of my ability; everybody else is doing the same.” 

He’s just doing it better than most. 

 

                 FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS      

Angels Designate Akeel Morris For Assignment 

By Steve Adams 

The Angels announced that they’ve reinstated catcher Rene Rivera from the 60-day DL and opened a 
40-man roster spot by designating right-hander Akeel Morris for assignment. The Halos optioned 
catcher Jose Briceno to Triple-A to open room on the 25-man roster. 

It’s been a tough season for the 25-year-old Morris both in the Majors and in Triple-A. The former Mets 
and Braves prospect has been tagged for nine runs on 18 hits and eight walks with seven strikeouts in 14 
big league innings this season. His 5.79 ERA in the Majors is actually better than the 5.90 mark he’s 
posted with Triple-A Salt Lake this season, though Morris has punched out 40 hitters in 39 2/3 innings in 
Triple-A. He’s still been too prone to walks in the minors, however, which has been a persistent issue for 
him throughout his professional career. 

The Halos will have a week to trade Morris or try to pass him through outright waivers, which would 
allow them to keep him in the organization without dedicating a 40-man roster spot to the righty. 
Morris will be out of minor league options in 2019, though, which might make other clubs with interest 
in the right-hander more reluctant to take a chance on him. 
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