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Wil Myers passes first test at 
third, Padres fail in extra 
innings 

 
Jeff Sanders 
 

Andy Green popped out of the clubhouse and into the dugout Monday afternoon, took 

one look at the cameras trained on Wil Myers’ early work before his first major league 

start at third base and mocked the micro-focus on one player’s not-so-routine 

routine. Across the field, Christian Villanueva taking ground balls at – ahem, second 

base – hinted at the third-year manager’s much broader plans for the discovery mode 

that’s sure to define the final weeks of this eighth straight losing season. 

“We're going to try to find out,” Green said, “what we can do with this roster moving 

forward.” 

Step one: Get a good look at how the 27-year-old Myers looks at third base and the 

left-handed, sinker-balling Clayton Richard provided plenty of opportunity 

before Justin Upton’s two-run homer capped a four-run, 10th-inning rally in 

the Padres’ 6-3 loss to the Angels on Monday night at Petco Park. 

Myers was involved in the first four outs, nine overall and he fielded all his chances – 

a line drive, grounders at him and on choppers on the infield grass – without incident 

in recording eight assists, one shy of Kevin Kouzmanoff’s club record for a third 

baseman in a nine-inning game. 

“He got a lot of action,” Richard said after allowing two runs in eight innings. “It 

seemed liked he got every type of ball he could. Some he had to run in on, some he 

had to stay back on, a line drive. He made all the plays. It’s exciting to see that 

happen. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kevin-kouzmanoff-PESPT000010178-topic.html
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“I know that can’t be easy to play third base at the big league level for the first time 

after doing it only once.” 

That one time was six innings in a minor league game Sunday evening in San 

Bernardino. 

And his only chances were a pop-up and a grounder hit right at him – in the fourth 

inning. 

Before his first start Monday, Myers joked that he wanted the first pitch of the game 

hit directly to him. 

He nearly got his wish. 

Myers snagged a third-pitch line drive for the first out of the game. He then charged a 

pair of slow bouncers for the next two outs, recorded two of the three outs in the 

second and assisted on outs in innings four through seven before he was double-

switched out of the game after striking out to end the eighth with the game tied at 2. 

“I felt fine,” said Myers, who went 0-for-3 with a walk as he returned from the 

disabled list. “You get it out of way early in the first inning and after that I felt like I 

settled in. I really wanted to focus on making sure I was ready every pitch.” 

He added: “I would have not guessed that (I’d have nine balls) to start my career over 

there, but when you have a guy like Clayton on the mound who works quick and gets 

ground balls those nights can happen for an infielder.” 

Richard’s best start since striking out 10 in eight innings in mid-May against 

the Cardinals went for naught when Kole Calhoun’s ground-rule double bounced 

between Hunter Renfroe and Manuel Margot with one out in the 10th due to 

miscommunication. One run scored on that hit off Craig Stammen, another crossed 

the plate on David Fletcher’s squeeze and Upton capped a four-run rally with his 

25th homer. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/st.-louis-cardinals-ORSPT000027-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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Two innings earlier, Upton, the Padres’ one-time left fielder, robbed Eric Hosmer of a 

would-be, pinch-hit, three-run homer. Hosmer settled for a game-tying sacrifice fly 

and a 10th-inning homer that shaved the final score to 6-3. 

“We were right on the verge of winning that game,” Green said. “We just couldn’t pull 

it out.” 

Myers’ plan at third base moving forward is touch-and-go, based largely on how he 

grades out. 

He will still bounce into the outfield both for occasional starts and in-game situational 

switches as Green feels out just how to employ Myers, all the right-handed-hitting 

outfielders in his cupboard and the other pieces at his disposal. 

Villanueva, for instance, started at first base Monday for the first time to spell 

Hosmer against left-hander Andrew Heaney (7 1/3 IP, 2 ER), has already appeared in 

four games at shortstop and is inching closer to his MLB debut at second base. 

Such a move, paired with both Renfroe and Franmil Reyes holding down corner spots 

in the outfield, would add a great deal of presence to a lineup that ranks 28th in the 

majors in slugging. 

“We could get a ton of offensive thump,” Green said, “if you look up at a lineup and 

Eric Hosmer is at first, Christian Villanueva is at second and Wil is at third and you 

look in the outfield and you see a bunch of guys who can hit the ball out of the 

ballpark. 

“It changes our offensive profile in a relatively large way.” 

The NL Central-leading Cubs, Green pointed out, are at the forefront of teams 

deploying players at multiple positions. 

Javier Baez has played every spot in the infield this year and Kris Bryant, Ian Happ 

and Ben Zobrist all bounce between the infield and outfield. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-central-ORSPT00000157-topic.html
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With an eye on adding that kind of versatility to the Padres’ roster, Myers began 

chattering about his ability to play third base – or even second – back in spring 

trainingas he shifted to the outfield to accommodate Hosmer’s arrival. 

Actual work on the position started about a month ago with infield coach Josh 

Johnson, the intensity picking up as Myers’ time on the 10-day DL (bone bruise) 

ticked off the calendar. 

“There's a few players out there that do it,” Myers said. “The Padres looked and tried 

to find what's best for the future of the team and … I feel like they see it as if they can 

have a guy move around a little bit, then we’ll have the ability to get the right bats and 

arms into a game.” 

It all, of course, hinges on Myers’ ability to get comfortable at third base. 

As far as that’s concerned, count Johnson among those who didn’t see what all the 

fuss was about even before Myers’ flawless debut Monday night. 

“If he's got the opportunity to even be presented with this situation,” Johnson said 

Monday afternoon as early work gave way to batting practice, “that tells you what 

kind of ability he has. The guy can get it done. 

“Case closed.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-johnson-%28baseball%29-PESPT000010157-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/josh-johnson-%28baseball%29-PESPT000010157-topic.html
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Padres notes: Clayton 
Richard takes a step forward 
in team loss 

Jeff Sanders 

Clayton Richard has logged 1,230-plus innings in his major league career. The first 

eight he’d ever thrown at the Angels – the only team he had yet to face in his 10-year 

career before Monday – had at least a little to do with the 34-year-old’s effectiveness 

in a 6-3 loss in 10 innings if you ask Padres manager Andy Green. 

In putting a personal slump behind him, Richard threw 56 of his 86 pitches for 

strikes, scattered four hits and did not walk a batter in just his second quality start 

since June 22. 

All nine of his starts longer than six innings this year have come against teams that 

reside outside the NL West. Richard has allowed more than three runs in just one of 

those outings. 

“This team is not familiar with him at all,” Green said of Richard’s first career match-

up with the Angels. “He's always had the advantage with those teams because it's a 

unique throw stroke with unique movement.” 

Richard struck out four in the game. 

His first run was the solo homer that Angels catcher Jose Briceno hammered to left 

field to open the third inning. A second run crossed the plate in that frame via a wild 

pitch after Eric Young Jr. singled, moved to second on Kole Calhoun’s single and 

advanced to third on David Fletcher’s groundout to second. 

Yet Richard – with the sinker working overtime as Wil Myers could attest – was a 

few inches shy of potentially completing his first game of the year. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-young-jr.-PESPT0015632-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-wil-myers-returns-from-dl-as-third-baseman-20180813-story.html
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That’s all that stood between pinch-hitter Eric Hosmer’s eighth-inning drive to left 

when Justin Upton leapt against the wall to saddle him with a game-tying sacrifice 

fly instead of a go-ahead, three-run homer. 

Two innings later, Upton’s two-run homer capped the Angels’ game-winning rally. 

“I felt good,” Richard said. “Individually it was probably a step in the right direction, 

but unfortunately it was just not quite enough. The guys fought hard. It stinks having 

a game like that.” 

Notable 

• SS Freddy Galvis Homered in the third inning, giving him blasts in back-to-

back games for the first time since Sept. 11-12 in 2016 while with the Phillies. 

Galvis is tied with Hosmer for the team lead with 49 RBIs, including a team-

best 16 since the All-Star break. 

• Hosmer came off the bench to hit a sacrifice fly and hit his 11th homer in the 

10thinning. He has reached base via a hit or walk in 18 of his last 19 games (.373 

OBP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/justin-upton-PESPT000010472-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Brett Kennedy set for 
second start with Padres 

Jeff Sanders 

Last week in Milwaukee, the Brewers had obviously done their homework when they 

pounced on Brett Kennedy’s oft-used fastball for two of the three straight home 

runs he yielded in a historic MLB debut. 

To stay in the game (and spare the bullpen as much as possible) Kennedy leaned 

heavily on his slider in allowing just one run over his final three innings. Kennedy has 

used his fastball as much as 80 percent of the time early in his minor league career 

but finished his first big league game throwing 47 percent sliders against 52 percent 

fastballs. 

“You have to read the hitter,” said Kennedy, who allowed six runs on 11 hits in four 

innings. “I like to attack with fastballs, but there comes a time when you’re reading 

hitters and where their holes are and me and (Austin) Hedges made an adjustment. 

We saw that sliders were getting weak contact and getting outs and we stuck with it.” 

Kennedy said he threw one or two curves in the start, a pitch he hopes to incorporate 

more moving forward. 

The fastball, of course, will remain Kennedy’s primary weapon. 

After all, that’s what propelled him to San Diego after starting the year 10-0 with a 

2.72 ERA and 80 strikeouts in 89 1/3 innings at Triple-A El Paso. 

“I looked back at (my first start) and I made some good pitches and some things got 

away from me,” said Kennedy, who will start Tuesday against the Angels for his Petco 

Park debut. “It’s keeping the same game I’ve been successful with. If I give up a hit or 

something goes a little wrong, I just have to stick with it and don’t try to do too much 

or change up anything.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
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Mitchell progressing 

Not lost in Wil Myers minor league action Sunday night in Lake Elsinore 

was Bryan Mitchell’s best game of the year. 

Yes, the 27-year-old Mitchell’s line came in a California League game – eight 

strikeouts and one run allowed on three hits, a walk and a hit batter in five innings – 

but it was a considerable step forward for a right-hander who has been on the 

disabled list since June 17 with an elbow impingement. 

“That’s the best I’ve felt throwing a while,” Mitchell said while stopping for a check-up 

with the big league club. 

Mitchell – who was 0-3 with a 7.08 ERA in 48 1/3 innings – has a 3.86 ERA through 

his first three rehab games. He threw 76 pitches (52 strikes) on Sunday and is due for 

at least one more minor league start with Lake Elsinore before the Padres decide the 

next step. 

Asuaje to El Paso 

To make room for Myers’ return, Carlos Asuaje was optioned to Triple-A El Paso. 

The left-handed-hitting Asuaje is hitting .199/.290/.285 with two homers, 19 RBIs 

and one steal. He had a .619 OPS, 23 strikeouts and 14 walks in 32 games (17 starts) 

since his last demotion to El Paso, where he is hitting .338/.408/.492 with one homer 

and 15 RBIs 35 games. 

Notable 

• LHP Eric Lauer is scheduled for an up-and-down, extended bullpen on 

Wednesday. The Padres will decide after that whether they’ll ask him to make a 

minor league rehab start or fold immediately back into the rotation. 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
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Minors Mason Thompson 
solid in return from 
TinCaps' DL 
 
Jeff Sanders 
 

Mason Thompson enjoyed an encouraging return from the disabled list. 

The Padres’ 20-year-old pitching prospect allowed only one hit over four shutout 

innings in low Single-A Fort Wayne’s 3-2 win over visiting West Michigan, 

Thompson’s first action since a right triceps strain landed him on the DL in mid-July. 

Thompson struck out three and threw 30 of his 54 pitches for strikes, lowering his 

ERA to 4.71 through 80 1/3 innings in the Midwest League. 

He has piled up 83 strikeouts against 33 walks and allowed a .240 batting average to 

opposing hitters. 

Right-hander Jose Quezada (1-, 3.86) allowed two runs – one earned – in three 

innings in the win and right-hander Evan Miller recorded the final two outs to save 

his fifth game. 

Jack Suwinski (.226) drove in two runs on his eighth homer and Jeisson 

Rosario(.280) went 2-for-4 with two runs scored. 

The TinCaps are 55-63 overall and 23-26 in the second half. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (67-52) 

• Salt Lake 4, Chihuahuas 3: C Francisco Mejia (.298) went 2-for-4 and hit his 

second homer and 2B Luis Urias (.270) went 1-for-3 with two RBIs. 

LHP Jerry Keel (3.42) allowed two runs in 7 1/3 innings before RHP T.J. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_13_wmiafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_13_elpaaa_slcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Weir (2-1, 4.63) allowed two runs over his final three outs to suffer the blown 

save and loss. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (6-12, 24-32) 

• Hillsboro 3, Dust Devils 2 (10): SS Tucupita Marcano (.381) went 3-for-5 

with an RBI, SS Grant Little (.256) went 2-for-4 with a double and his eighth 

steal and 2B Xavier Edwards (.133) went walked twice, scored twice and stole 

his second base. RHP Cole Bellinger (6.12) struck out five and allowed a run 

on three hits and a walk in six innings in the start. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (30-31) 

• White Sox 6, Padres 2: RHP Eudi Asencio (4-2, 4.50) allowed five runs – four 

earned – on five hits and three walks in four innings in the loss. 3B Vladimir 

Echavarria (.205) went 2-for-3 with a double, an RBI and a walk and C 

Brandon Valenzuela (.262) went 2-for-3 with an RBI and a walk. 

Transactions 

• INF Carlos Asuaje was optioned to El Paso to make room for INF/OF Wil 

Myers’ activation from the disabled list. 

• RHP Mason Thompson was activated from Fort Wayne’s disabled list. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_13_hilasx_triasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_13_dwsrok_dparok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Miscue in 10th leads to heartbreaker vs. 
Halos 

Richard allows two runs in eight innings in series opener 
 

By Katie Woo 
 
SAN DIEGO -- With two teams out of playoff contention squaring off in the middle of August, 
Monday's Interleague contest between the Angels and the Padres at Petco Park didn't exactly 
set the tone for must-see baseball. 

Instead, the Padres delivered one of their more enticing performances of the season, only for it 
to unravel in extra innings, as they fell, 6-3, in 10 innings. 

The Padres' bullpen, which entered Monday's game as the National League leader in ERA since 
the All-Star break, suffered a rare loss, with the biggest blow coming on a two-run blast 
from Justin Upton in the 10th inning off Craig Stammen. However the most crucial play 
occurred two batters before with runners on first and second, when Kole Calhoun drove a deep 
fly ball to right-center. Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe appeared to have some 
miscommunication, resulting in the ball dropping between the two and hopping over the fence 
for a tiebreaking, ground-rule double. 

"It's probably Hunter's ball," manager Andy Green said. "Based on communication there it's right 
in the gap, Manny's in the left-center gap on Calhoun and had a way to run, Hunter kind of 
pulled up. I don't know if he thought he heard Manny say something. 

"My anticipation is crowd noise, he heard something, thought he heard Manny call for it and 
pulled back. It was probably his ball there," Green said. 

It was an unorthodox play from two of the team's best fielders, and Stammen wasn't able to limit 
the damage. Pinch-hitter Shohei Ohtani scored on the next play on a perfectly executed suicide 
squeeze from David Fletcher to make it 4-2, before Upton followed with his 25th round-tripper 
of the year. 

Upton also potentially saved the game a few innings before. 

Eric Hosmer -- pinch-hitting in the eighth inning and swinging on a 3-0 count -- came inches 
away from being the hero of the game. Upton tracked Hosmer's deep fly ball to left and soared 
for a perfectly timed catch to rob Hosmer of a potential go-ahead, three-run home run. Freddy 
Galvis tagged up and scored on the play to tie the score. 

Two innings later in his next at-bat, Hosmer hit his first home run at Petco Park since July 14, 
but it was too little, too late. 

"Two really good swings, had to feel good for him," Green said. "We'd love the first one to be 
more than a sac fly." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
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Wil Myers, who was activated from the 10-day disabled list before the Monday's 
contest, played at third base for the first time in his big league career. He didn't disappoint, 
flashing both his glove and arm en route to eight assists (one shy of a Padres third-base record) 
at the hot corner. He was involved in all three outs in the first inning, snaring a leadoff liner from 
Calhoun before picking up back-to-back assists to end the frame. 

Perhaps he can thank Clayton Richard, a left-handed sinkerballer with a reputation of inducing 
ground balls, for the many opportunities. 

Richard maneuvered through the Angels' lineup efficiently, retiring 15 of the 29 batters he faced 
on ground balls. He tossed eight innings of two-run ball, his longest start since May 13 and his 
first outing of more than six innings since the All-Star break. He scattered four hits and threw 
just 86 pitches. But with the Padres trailing by one in the bottom of the eighth, and Richard's 
spot in the lineup due second, Green opted to pinch-hit for him. 

"It's good to have a starter get to eight innings," Green said. "Different situation, he throws a 
complete game tonight." 

"Individually, a step in the right direction," Richard said. "Unfortunately, it just wasn't enough. It 
stinks having a game like that." 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
After Jose Briceno doubled to begin the 10th, Young attempted to bunt him over to third, but 
the ball was hit softly in front of the plate, allowing catcher Austin Hedges to quickly field it and 
fire to third. Briceno was initially ruled safe, but the call was overturned after replay review 
showed that he was tagged out by Galvis before reaching the bag. 

UP NEXT 
Brett Kennedy (0-1, 13.50 ERA) will be on the mound Tuesday, hoping his second career big 
league start is better than his first. The 24-year-old right-hander was tagged for six earned runs 
over four innings against Milwaukee in his MLB debut last week. Some of those runs could be 
attributed to first-inning jitters though, as the Brewers scored five times in the first via back-to-
back-to-back home runs. He'll take on 22-year-old Jaime Barria (7-7, 3.59) in a battle of rookie 
arms. Barria is 1-2 in Interleague starts this season. First pitch is scheduled for 7:10 PT. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/wil-myers-healthy-activated-from-dl/c-290178068
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/664028/brett-kennedy
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
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Myers nearly ties record in debut at third 
base 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- The latest position change in his topsy-turvy defensive career is official: Wil Myers is 
a third baseman. And the Angels wasted no time getting him acclimated to his new position on 
Monday night. 

Baseball has a funny way of indoctrinating neophyte defenders to their new positions. In the 
Padres' 6-3 loss in 10 innings at Petco Park, Myers was peppered early and often, and he nearly 
broke a franchise assists record in the process. 

Myers, who was reinstated from the disabled list prior to the game, played eight innings and had 
nine baseballs hit in his direction. He made every play, including eight assists, which fell one shy of 
the Padres' record for a third baseman in a nine-inning game. 

"I would rather have a game like this, just throw me in the action," Myers said. "It was nice. I felt 
good, felt comfortable." 

With lefty sinkerballer Clayton Richard on the mound, the Angels loaded their lineup with right-
handed hitters, and the Padres fully expected Myers to be tested. He told reporters before the game 
that he'd prefer the first pitch to be hit his way. 

He had to wait until the third pitch -- a Kole Calhoun liner that he snagged out of mid-air. The 
Angels' next three balls in play were also hit to Myers. He charged a pair of slow choppers and threw 
on the run for the next two outs in the first. He made two more plays in the second. 

Myers proceeded to turn one ground ball into an out in every inning from the fourth through the 
seventh. He was double-switched out of the game before the ninth inning, sitting one assist shy of 
Kevin Kouzmanoff's franchise record, which he set in 2008. 

The mechanics weren't always flawless. Myers needlessly backhanded a few grounders, and a 
couple of his throws were high (though only slightly). It's hard to argue with the results, though. 

"He's got great hands, great ability, great athleticism," Padres manager Andy Green said. "You saw 
just a really good feel out there of ground balls and how to play them. He's backing up on some, 
charging others. We just told him to trust your instincts." 

For the past month or so, Myers has worked extensively at third base, as the Padres hatched a plan 
to turn him into a versatile roster piece who could shift between the infield and outfield. 

That plan was temporarily put on hold when Myers fouled a ball off his left foot two weeks ago and 
landed on the disabled list with a bone bruise. He returned Monday, with Carlos Asuaje optioned to 
Triple-A El Paso. 

"I'm just playing on the other side of the infield than I did the last two years," said Myers, who played 
first base in 2016 and '17. "I just need to pick it up and throw it across the diamond." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-lose-series-opener-to-angels-in-10th/c-290195734
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-lose-series-opener-to-angels-in-10th/c-290195734
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
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It's not a one-time deal either. The Padres plan to give Myers an extensive look at third over the next 
month-and-a-half, though he'll probably play a few games in left field as well. They're also going to 
evaluate Christian Villanueva -- who was displaced at third base by Myers -- as a second 
baseman. 

Green noted the timing of the moves. The Padres sit 25 games below .500 and plan to use the 
remainder of the season to learn about the capabilities of their roster before they need to make a 
handful of offseason decisions. 

"Where we are in the process right now, it only makes sense to try some things," Green said. 

Versatility has always been a critical part of Myers' skill set. He played first base until the Padres 
signed Eric Hosmer to an eight-year deal. That necessitated a move back to the outfield, where he 
spent his first three big league seasons -- including an ill-fated stint in center field in '15. 

For the most part, third base is a new challenge for Myers, though he was committed to play third at 
South Carolina before he was drafted as a catcher by Kansas City. He spent two seasons behind 
the plate in the Royals' system, but he was mostly an outfielder otherwise. He played 15 games at 
third in the Minors in 2012, but has played only one inning there since. 

"He's probably more athletic than 99 percent of Major League infielders," Green said. "He can throw, 
he's got great hands. It's just -- how comfortable are you getting reads at third base when you 
haven't played over there a lot. Physically, he can do all of it. It's just going to be a learning process." 

Myers has excelled in left field this season. Privately, the Padres feel the best way to keep him 
sharp there is to challenge him elsewhere, keeping him engaged. 

Some players might struggle with the challenges of regular positional changes. With Myers, the 
Padres are convinced the opposite is true. He's antsy by nature and has expressed a desire to play 
on the dirt, calling himself, "at heart, an infielder." 

"The more variety you give him, the more intrigued he stays," Green said. "He loves it. He loves 
moving around. … He enjoys being a unique defensive weapon as well as an offensive weapon." 

The move certainly makes sense, from a strategic standpoint. The Padres haven't yet found their 
long-term solution at third base. Villanueva has slumped since winning National League Rookie of 
the Month in April. There aren't any big league-ready options in the Minors either. 

Still, the Padres don't expect Myers to become their long-term solution at third. They'd just like him 
to be available there to provide lineup flexibility -- akin to the way the Cubs rotate Kris Bryant, Ben 
Zobristand Ian Happ to open room for other players in their lineup. 

"Any time I can move a position, we can get the right bat in the order, whether it's moving to the 
infield or to the outfield," Myers said. "... I definitely want to be that option for the team, be able to 
move around wherever I need to." 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/450314/ben-zobrist
http://m.mlb.com/player/450314/ben-zobrist
http://m.mlb.com/player/664023/ian-happ
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Angels score 4 runs in 10th inning, 
beat Padres 6-3 

 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- Justin Upton caught one home run ball, just missed snatching another. And then he 
hit one of his own. 
 
"Two for three on home run balls? I'll take that," Upton said after his two-run shot capped a four-
run, 10th-inning rally that carried the Los Angeles Angelspast the San Diego Padres 6-3 on Monday 
night. 
 
Upton robbed pinch-hitter Eric Hosmer in the eighth when he went above the left-field wall to turn a 
go-ahead, three-run homer into a tying sacrifice fly. 
 
"Justin Upton makes the play of the night, taking away a home run," Angels manager Mike Scioscia 
said. "Keeping it 2-2 in the eighth, that's huge." 

Hosmer hit a 3-0 pitch from Angels starter Andrew Heaney high and deep to the opposite field. 
"I knew (Hosmer) got it good," Heaney said. "Obviously, J-Up made a great play. He had a hell of a 
night tonight. I'm glad he's out there." 

Upton just missed making an identical play in the third inning on a home run off the bat of Freddy 
Galvis. 
 
"Initially, I thought I had it. How high it was, I thought I was going to catch it," Upton said. "It just 
kept carrying. He hit it a little better than I thought." 

Kole Calhoun hit a tiebreaking ground-rule double in the 10th for the Angels, a towering drive that 
fell between Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe in right-center before bouncing over the fence. 
 
"I think Hunter kind of pulled up," Padres manager Andy Green said. "I don't know if he thought he 
heard Manny say something." 

Shohei Ohtani scored on David Fletcher's perfect squeeze bunt, and Upton made it 6-2 when he 
connected off Craig Stammen (5-2) for his 25th homer. 
 
Jose Briceno, who homered early for the Angels, opened the 10th with a double but was thrown out at 
third by catcher Austin Hedges on Eric Young Jr.'s bunt. Briceno was originally ruled safe, but the call 
was overturned after a replay review. 
 
Young then stole second and Ohtani drew a pinch-hit walk to set up Calhoun's big hit. 

Blake Parker gave up a solo homer to Hosmer in the bottom half. 
 
The Angels got 7 1/3 innings of four-hit ball from Heaney. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32672/andrew-heaney
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31413/kole-calhoun
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35156/david-fletcher
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32545/jose-briceno
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29759/eric-young-jr
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30517/blake-parker
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The Padres failed to score after putting runners on first and second in the ninth when reliever Cam 
Bedrosian (4-2) got Galvis to foul out. 
 
San Diego pulled even at 2 in the eighth when Galvis scored on Hosmer's deep sacrifice fly. Galvis 
led off the inning with a single and went to third on Jose Pirela's single. 
 
Galvis hit a solo homer off Heaney in the third, just beyond the reach of a leaping Upton. One day 
earlier, Galvis had a grand slam in San Diego's 9-3 win over the Phillies. 

Briceno homered in the top of the third, and Young scored on a wild pitch by Padres starter Clayton 
Richard. 
 
Winless on the road this season, Heaney held San Diego to two runs. In his previous 10 starts away 
from home, he was 0-5 with a 5.30 ERA. 

Richard, who gave up two runs and four hits over eight innings, is winless in his last nine starts. The 
left-hander entered 0-4 with a 7.29 ERA in eight starts since his most recent victory on June 22. 

"Individually it was probably a step in the right direction, but unfortunately just not quite enough," 
Richard said. "The guys fought hard. It stinks having a game like that." 

WEB GEM 

Margot made the defensive play of the game with a full-out diving catch on the dead run of Jefry 
Marte's sinking line drive to end the third inning. 
 
HOT CORNER 

Wil Myers came off the 10-day disabled list and played third base for the first time this season -- and 
second time in his five-year career. Of course, five of the Angels' first six batted balls went his way. 
Myers caught Calhoun's line drive, then threw out Fletcher and Upton on grounders in the first 
inning. Myers' busy night didn't end until he had recorded eight assists and one putout. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: Ohtani (elbow) threw a 33-pitch bullpen before the game. "Everything went pretty well," he 
said through a translator. "This was a very good step for me. I'm definitely moving forward. 
Hopefully I'll be able to pitch again this season." ... OF Mike Trout has left the team to handle a 
family matter. The Angels declined to say how long Trout would be away. The two-time AL MVP is 
eligible to come off the 10-day disabled list Thursday after missing time with a bruised right wrist. 
Los Angeles has 14 players on the DL. 
 
UP NEXT 

Angels: Rookie RHP Jaime Barria (7-7, 3.59 ERA) makes his 18th start of the year. He is 2-0 with a 
2.70 ERA over his last three starts. 
Padres: RHP Brett Kennedy (0-1) makes his second major league start, six days after allowing six 
runs in four innings against Milwaukee. He became the first pitcher since 1900 to give up three 
consecutive homers in the first inning of his debut. 
 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31716/cam-bedrosian
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31716/cam-bedrosian
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31901/jefry-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31901/jefry-marte
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34956/jaime-barria
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39872/brett-kennedy
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#PadresOnDeck: RHP Cal 

Quantrill Tops a Series of 

Excellent Starts in the Padres’ 

System on Sunday 
By Bill Center 

Right-hander Cal Quantrill allowed one run in his second start for 
Triple-A El Paso Sunday, posting one of a series of strong outings by 
starting pitchers in the Padres system. 

No starting pitcher in the Padres system allowed more than one run 
Sunday. 

Quantrill, 23, the Padres’ first-round draft pick in 2016 and their №10 
prospect in the most recent MLB Pipeline rankings, allowed the run on 
six hits and a walk with six strikeouts in six innings to lower his Triple-A 
earned run average to 2.25. He was also 1-for-2 at the plate. 

Other Sunday starting pitchers: 

— Rehabbing right-hander Bryan Mitchell allowed one run on three 
hits and a walk with eight strikeouts in five innings for Advanced Single-
A Lake Elsinore, where hisERA is 3.86. 

— Right-hander Luis Patiño, 18, the Padres’ №12 prospect, allowed 
one run on eight hits and two walks with nine strikeouts in five innings 
for Single-A Fort Wayne, where he is 5–3 with a 2.39 ERA. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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— Right-hander Adrian Martinez, 21, of Mexicali, allowed four hits 
and two walks with three strikeouts over five shutout innings for Short-
Season Single-A Tri-City, where his ERA is 6.42. 

Center fielder Jeisson Rosario, 18, the Padres’ №19 prospect, was 2-
for-4 with a RBI, a walk and a stolen base for Fort Wayne, raising his 
batting average to .278. 

Right-handed reliever Carter Capps was promoted from Lake Elsinore 
to El Paso Sunday as he took another step forward on the comeback trail. 
The Chihuahuas placed right-hander Jonathan Aro on the seven-day 
disabled list. Right-handed starter was optioned back to El Paso by the 
Padres while right-handed reliever Kazuhisa Makita was recalled by 
the Padres. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (67–51): Chihuahuas 4, SACRAMENTO 1 —
 RHP Eric Yardley (3–0, 5.66 ERA) followed Quantrill and struck out 
one over two scoreless innings to get the win. RHP Rowan Wick (2.00) 
allowed a hit in a scoreless ninth to get his fifth save. RF Forrestt 
Allday (.290) was 2-for-5 with two RBIs. LF Shane Peterson (.270) 
was 2-for-4 with a double and a run scored. SS Javy Guerra (.217) was 
1-for-3 with a walk, a RBI and a run scored. 3B Ty France (.308) was 1-
for-2 with a walk, a run scored and a sacrifice fly. 2B Luis Urías (.269) 
was 1-for-5 with a run scored. C Francisco Mejía (.283) was 1-for-4. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23–25, 65–53): The Missions game against 
Tulsa in San Antonio was postponed for wet grounds. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24–26, 58–62): INLAND 
EMPIRE 2, Lake Elsinore 1 (10 innings) — RHP Caleb Boushley (3.00) 
followed Mitchell and issued a walk with three strikeouts in two 
otherwise perfect innings. RHP Hansel Rodriguez (3.00) had a 
strikeout in a perfect inning. LHP Travis Radke (0–1, 4.91) allowed an 
unearned run on a hit in 1 2/3 innings to suffer the loss. CF Nate 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Easley (.264) was 2-for-4 with a double and a walk. 1B Brad 
Zunica (.247) homered in three at-bats with a walk. LF Rod 
Boykin(.197) was 2-for-4. SS Chris Baker (.243) was 1-for-4. C Luis 
Torrens (.253) was 1-for-5. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (22–26, 54–63): TIN CAPS 5, West Michigan 
2 — RHP Reiss Knehr (7.20 ERA) followed Patiño and allowed a run on 
three hits and a walk with two strikeouts in two innings. RHP Evan 
Miller (2.53) struck out two in a perfect inning. RHP Dylan 
Coleman (0.71) allowed a hit with two strikeouts in a scoreless ninth to 
get his first save. SS Owen Miller (.409) backed Jeisson Rosario, 
going 2-for-5 with a run scored. RF Jack Suwinski(.225) was 2-for-5 
with a RBI. DH Kelvin Melean (.290) was 2-for-5. SS Gabriel 
Arias (.232) was 0-for-3 with two walks and two runs scored. 1B Jalen 
Washington (.238) had a triple in four at-bats with a walk, a RBI and a 
run scored. LF Hunter Jarmon (.118) was 1-for-4 with a RBI and a run 
scored. 2B Esteury Ruiz (.245) was 1-for-4 with a RBI and two stolen 
bases. C Juan Fernandez (.225) was 1-for-4 with a walk. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (6–11, 24–31): Hillsboro 11, 
DUST DEVILS 5 — RHP Wen-Hua Sung (0–3, 11.77 ERA) allowed six 
runs on five hits with a strikeout in two-thirds of an inning. RHP Nick 
Kuzia (4.68) allowed two runs on three hits and a walk in 1 1/3 innings. 
RHP Spencer Kulman (4.73) struck out one in a perfect inning. 
RHP Jordan Guerrero(0.00) issued two walks with a strikeout in a 
hitless, scoreless inning. 2B Tucupita Marcano (.313) was 3-for-5 with 
a triple, two RBIs and a run scored. SS Xavier Edwards (.167) was 1-
for-3 with two walks, a stolen base and two runs scored. DH Michael 
Curry (.230) was 2-for-5. 3B Elvis Sabala(.125) was 2-for-4. CF Tre 
Carter (.230) had a triple in four at-bats with a run scored. C Blake 
Hunt (.230) and 1B Justin Paulsen (.232) were each 1-for-5 with a 
RBI. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (30–30): The Dominican 
Summer League doesn’t play on Sundays. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: Padres-2 5, PADRES-1 2 — 
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PADRES-1 (9–6, 19–24): C Gilberto Vizcarra (.140) was 2-for-3 with 
a double. RF Agustin Ruiz (.265) was 2-for-4 with a triple and a run 
scored. 2B Lee Solomon (.331) was 1-for-3. Starting RHP Luarbert 
Arias (3.89 ERA) allowed one run on four hits and a walk with six 
strikeouts in 3 1/3 innings. RHP Dalton Erb (0–2, 3.58) allowed four 
runs (three earned) on two hits and two walks with three strikeouts in 2 
2/3 innings. RHP Jake Sims (6.08) issued a walk with four strikeouts 
in two otherwise scoreless innings. RHP Tom Colletti (0.77) struck out 
two in a perfect inning. 

PADRES-2 (7–7, 22–20): RHP Michell Miliano (9.97 ERA) allowed 
one run on two hits and a walk over three innings with five strikeouts. 
LHP Trent Shelton (3–1, 2.81) allowed a run on three hits with five 
strikeouts in 4 2/3 innings to get the win. RHP Mason Fox (4.96) 
struck out two in 1 1/3 perfect innings to earn his second save. RF Yordi 
Francisco (.277) was 2-for-4 with a double, a homer, three RBIs and 
two runs scored. 3B Jonny Homza (.239) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a 
run scored. C Alison Quintero (.283) was 1-for-4. SS Jordy 
Barley (.195) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a run scored. 1B Jason 
Pineda (.226) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


