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Twins stay hot at Target as they beat the Bucs 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- It was a sign of improvement from right-hander Jake Odorizzi, as he bounced back from early scuffles to get through 5 2/3 
strong innings against the contending Pirates. 
 
Jorge Polanco and Jake Cave helped spark a three-run fourth, while Miguel Sano hit a two-run homer in the eighth to back Odorizzi in a 5-2 win 
over Pittsburgh on Tuesday. It helped the Twins improve to 15-4 over their last 19 games at Target Field. All four players have something to 
prove down the stretch, as Odorizzi has been inconsistent but remains under contract through next season, Polanco has fared well since his 80-
game suspension, Cave has filled in capably for Byron Buxton and Sano is starting to heat up after his six-week stint in the Minors. 
 
"I thought Odo was sharp, just a little more crispness to his pitches, didn't seem to make those couple big mistakes that have kind of been haunting 
him," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "So a lot of positives." 
 
Odorizzi, who didn't last more than five innings in any of his last three starts, gave up two runs on four hits and two walks with nine strikeouts. 
Both runs came in the second with Francisco Cervelli bringing home the game's first run on a double before Colin Moran plated a run on an RBI 
groundout. Odorizzi, though, escaped further trouble and settled down from there. 
 
"I thought controlling my split tonight was the difference-maker, between average outings and above-average outings," Odorizzi said. "I executed 
a lot of pitches down in the zone tonight, more so than I have in the past, and I think that's what help set up my split today. I'm happy with how 
today went overall, and stuff wise, I think that was one of my top two outings, just the way I felt with all my pitches." 
 
He went on to retire 11 straight batters before giving up a pair of two-out singles in the sixth. Reliever Tyler Duffey came in and struck out 
Cervelli on a 3-2 curveball to end the inning. 
 
"I've had success with my hard-breaking ball lately," Duffey said. "Hopefully, I can keep those same results." 
 
Offensively, the Twins didn't get a hit off right-hander Jameson Taillon until Joe Mauer singled to open the bottom of the fourth. It started a rally 
with Eddie Rosario doubling to set up a two-run single from Polanco to tie the game. Four batters later, Cave came up huge with a go-ahead RBI 
single into center that proved to be the game-winner. 
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"It helps when Joe's your 10th hitter," Molitor said. "He got us going, Rosie followed it up and Polanco got a hit and we were able to erase the 
deficit. It was tight from there." 
 
The Pirates threatened in the eighth, loading the bases with two outs, but Matt Magill got Cervelli to fly out to center to get out of the jam. 
 
The Twins got two big insurance runs in the bottom of the inning with Polanco leading off with a bloop double before Sano connected on a two-
run blast off reliever Richard Rodriguez. It was Sano's ninth home run of the year and his second since coming back on July 28. But it was also 
his first since cutting his hair for the first time in three years on Tuesday, which his teammates noted after the game with Kyle Gibson signing a 
ball for him. 
 
"Gibson did it," Sano said. "He wrote, 'New hair, new player, power comes back.'" 
 
SOUND SMART 
Odorizzi has yet to record an out in the seventh inning in 25 starts with the Twins this year. It's a Major League record for consecutive starts 
without pitching more than six innings in a single season since 1908.  
 
HE SAID IT 
"They're key parts of this team, obviously this year but for years to come. You can build a team around a good left side of the infield, and we have 
two really good ones. And you saw Sano's power -- it's pretty unmatched. His arm at third is pretty unmatched as well. So put that together in one 
player, it's pretty special. So he's going to be a big part of this team's success." -- Odorizzi, on Sano and Polanco 
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Jose Berrios will make the start for the Twins in the finale against the Pirates on Wednesday at 12:10 p.m. CT. Berrios (11-8, 3.66 
ERA) struggled against the Indians his last time out, giving up four runs over four innings. Right-hander Chris Archer (4-5, 4.36 ERA) will start 
for the Pirates in his third outing since being acquired from the Rays. 
 
Buxton comes off Minors DL, rejoins Rochester 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | August 14, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Center fielder Byron Buxton, who has been plagued by a left wrist strain, was activated from the Minor League disabled list 
on Tuesday, and rejoined Triple-A Rochester. 
 
Buxton initially sustained the injury with Rochester on July 12, but returned July 27, only to endure a setback and get placed on the DL again on 
July 31. But after taking batting practice for the last week, Buxton was cleared for a return Tuesday and went 3-for-5 with a three-run homer and 
four RBIs in his return against the Columbus Clippers.  
 
"For the most part, the BP sessions over the past handful of days have gone well," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "I think with him being in 
the lineup there tonight, we'll see how it goes. We talk a lot about, particularly with wrist injuries, you're just not sure how it's gonna go when you 
have to face live pitching and getting fooled and all those type of things that come with a game situation." 
 
The Twins plan to be cautious with Buxton, as he'll be eased back into action at Rochester so he doesn't endure another setback. 
 
"We're gonna probably not try to rush him in there, as far as playing every day," Molitor said. "Maybe every other day here, at least until the end 
of the week, and then start trying to increase if the health holds up." 
 
Buxton, 24, is in the midst of a tough season, as he's dealt with several injuries and has hit .156/.183/.200 with no homers and five stolen bases in 
28 games with the Twins. He hasn't fared much better at Triple-A, batting .215/.295/.380 with three homers and seven RBIs in 22 games. 
 
Buxton will need to get it going offensively before he's called back up to the Twins. There's no timetable for his promotion as a result. 
 
Worth noting 
• Lefty Adalberto Mejia underwent an MRI exam on his left wrist on Monday and will get further testing done on Thursday, as it's believed to be 
a nerve issue and not related to ligament damage. He's been on the DL since Thursday with a left wrist strain. 
 
• Outfielder Robbie Grossman, on the DL since Aug. 6 with a right hamstring strain, participated in a full workout at Target Field on Tuesday. He 
could be reinstated as early as Thursday. 
 
Best August trade in each team's history 
Staff Report | MLB.com | August 14, 2018 
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TWINS 
Acquired: RHP Bert Blyleven from CLE 
Gave up: INF Jay Bell, LHP Curt Wardle, OF Jim Weaver and a player to be named (RHP Rich Yett on Sept. 18, 1985) 
Date: Aug. 1, 1985 
The Twins reacquired future Hall of Famer Bert Blyleven in an August trade, as he had previously pitched in Minnesota from 1970-76. Blyleven 
made 120 starts with the Twins after the trade, including helping the franchise to its first World Series title in 1987. Bell went on to a solid 18-
year career, but the Twins had Greg Gagne entrenched at shortstop at the time of the trade. 
 
Jake Odorizzi pitches strong as Twins remain hot at home in win over Pirates 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
 
When the baseball finally descended, it collided with the scoreboard on the face of the upper deck in right field and ricocheted onto the field, so it 
was easily retrievable. Kyle Gibson called for the ball and inscribed it for the newly shorn slugger who sent it into orbit. 
 
“He wrote, ‘The new hair, the new player,’ ” Miguel Sano said of his newest souvenir, the one that put the Twins over the hump in their 5-2 
victory over Pittsburgh on Tuesday. “ ‘Power come back.’ ” 
 
Maybe it has. Jake Odorizzi shut down the Pirates offense with two runs on just four hits over 5⅔ innings (impressively), the Twins’ bullpen 
prevented any more runs from scoring (barely), and Trevor Hildenberger earned his second save as the Twins’ new closer (maybe). Jorge Polanco 
drove in two runs, and Jake Cave’s two-out fourth-inning single delivered the go-ahead run in the Twins’ 15th win in their past 19 games at home. 
 
But the lasting impression many fans will have was Sano’s missile to the upper deck, a sight not seen in Target Field since May 31. 
 
Well, unless they noticed his new hairdo. 
 
“I got in my mind [that] I’m going to cut my hair and see what we can do,” said the no-longer-dreadlocked Sano, who sat in a barber’s chair 
Tuesday afternoon for the first time since 2015. “It’s a little bit of a struggle here for us, and I try to do something positive. But you know, we just 
hang in. Hair or no hair, we try to hit the ball and make a play.” 
 
It’s showing up in Sano’s play for sure. Since rejoining the team July 28, after a six-week reset in the minor leagues, Sano has shown definite 
progress. It’s a great relief for the franchise, and it’s especially fun for the manager of an offense-challenged team. 
 
“He’s been real close to clicking on some balls. My observation is that the swings and misses are a lot less frequent, his chases out of the zone are 
a lot more rare, and even when he was 0-for-4 the other day, there weren’t any strikeouts, so he’s staying on the ball better,” Paul Molitor said. 
“And when he gets pitches to handle … he just missed a couple early in the game, but then he got that fastball and drove it out there. The upper 
deck in right is not easy to do here.” 
 
Well, not for most people. But Sano? He flexed for the cameras after the game and said, “Yeah, I’m a monster. Look at these. I knew when I hit 
it.” 
 
So did everybody, but the thing that impressed Molitor the most is that Sano wasn’t trying to pull the ball, not with Polanco on second base after a 
double. 
 
“Miggy knows the game better than you think, and while I didn’t give him a sign to get the runner over there — obviously I just wanted him to hit 
— I think subconsciously he knew that he could drive a ball out to right,” Molitor said. “Even if it ended up getting caught, he would have the 
chance to advance the runner.” 
 
Instead, it carried far out of the ballpark, enough to evoke reverse-Sampson comparisons. 
 
“I was thinking, more to the middle. It doesn’t matter which way they go,” Sano said. “You take the opportunity to hit the ball and try to do 
something good.” 
 
Still, the haircut was bittersweet for Sano, even if the home run wasn’t. He grew the dreadlocks because his grandmother asked him to. She died 
last December. 
 
“It’s hard for me, because I’ve got to grow it for a long time,” Sano said. “She wanted to see me with long hair.” 
 
She’d probably be happy with a short-haired, long-homered grandson, too. 
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Praise Twins' brass for trying new approach after decade of bad baseball 
Jim Souhan | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
 
In 2010, Justin Morneau took a knee to the head in Toronto when he was at his best, leading to the end of his Twins career. 
 
In 2011, Joe Mauer suffered through a mystery malady, and a sure Hall of Famer began a decade of steady regression. 
 
The Twins haven’t been a high-quality team since their two most important stars had their career paths altered. 
 
That’s a fact, not an excuse. The Twins have spent nearly a decade failing to recover. 
 
As recently as the spring of 2011, the Twins could be described as a model midmarket franchise. They had qualified for the playoffs in six of nine 
seasons. They featured at least a few premier players, and they had built a beautiful ballpark. 
 
Factoring in their latest disastrous season, the Twins have made the playoffs once in eight seasons since Mariano Rivera got Danny Valencia to 
fly out to end the divisional playoffs on Oct. 9, 2010. 
 
The Twins have recorded two winning records since that moment — totaling 83 victories in 2015 and 85 last season. 
 
When fans scream that the Twins’ front office surrendered by trading one-fifth of the roster, it should be noted that surrender seems to be a logical 
strategy, given the quality of baseball we’ve seen this decade. 
 
The 83 victories in 2015 did not constitute true contention. The Twins finished the season 12 games out of first place. The season was considered 
a success only because it marked a drastic improvement from the utter failures of the previous four seasons. 
 
The 85 victories last year earned the Twins a wild-card playoff spot, but the manner in which the 85 victories were achieved should be re-
examined in light of the current team’s failures. 
 
The 2017 team was 52-56 on Aug. 5. With occasional help from Bartolo Colon, who would finish the season with a 6.48 ERA, the Twins put 
together a miraculous run of baseball based on the always-unreliable formula of outscoring opponents. 
 
Jorge Polanco, Byron Buxton, Eddie Rosario and Eduardo Escobar produced like they never had before in the big leagues, and Brian Dozier 
performed as well as he ever had. 
 
The notion that those two months of excellence were harbingers of a Twins resurgence was destroyed quickly in 2018. 
 
Let’s take a realistic view of this decade of Twins baseball: The team has played like a true contender for two months out of the past eight years. 
And those two months of contention were the result of a formula that no big-league team would ever rely on — almost an entire lineup 
overachieving at the same time. 
 
The entertaining late-season run of 2017 was the baseball equivalent of hitting on 18 in blackjack and getting a three. You can enjoy the winnings, 
but you shouldn’t adopt the tactic as a long-term financial strategy. 
 
I asked Twins manager Paul Molitor if he thinks his team is close to turning the corner ... or not so close. He said he didn’t think it would be 
constructive to answer end-of-season questions in mid-August, then said, “For me, I don’t want to think I’d head into any season without a 
chance, so that’s kind of where I’ll leave that for now.” 
 
Do the Twins have a chance to turn the corner? Of course. They have talented young pitchers, baseball’s most precious commodity. They have 
immensely talented young players like Miguel Sano and Buxton, who could belatedly emerge as stars, just as Torii Hunter and Johan Santana did. 
 
But what this season ultimately proved is that ownership was right when it brought in a front office to revamp the team’s baseball operations and 
analytics. 
 
Two months of excellence out of eight seasons? Considering the presence of a supposedly beneficial new ballpark, this stretch has been every bit 
as bad as the eight straight losing seasons that ended the 1990s, unless you’re content to walk around Target Field with a craft beer, ignoring the 
game. 
 
Hip injury bothered Twins' Logan Morrison for months 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
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Logan Morrison’s disappointing 2018 season might be over, but he’s still trying to squeeze in a little more baseball. So there he was Tuesday, 
wearing his Twins uniform, taking some swings in the batting cage and shagging fly balls. 
 
It’s all he can do for now, and he knows even that goes away next Monday. That’s when orthopedic surgeon Dr. Chris Larson will shave down his 
left pelvic bone, sew up the hip labrum and search for evidence of a microfracture that would help explain the persistent pain that has nagged him 
since May. 
 
“It’s a serious surgery, but we don’t know yet how serious,” Morrison said. “A microfracture would complicate it.” 
 
The hip injury has already complicated, and perhaps ended, his Twins career. Morrison batted only .186 in 95 games in Minnesota, and though he 
hit 15 homers, that will go down as the lowest average in Twins history by a player with more than 350 plate appearances. After paying him $5.5 
million this year, the Twins are unlikely to pick up his $8 million option for 2019. 
 
Morrison admits the hip has bugged him for months and wishes he would have addressed it sooner. “It would have been definitely better to do it 
earlier. But it would have kept me out for four months,” he said. “It’s just not getting any better. If you’ve been grinding through it for three 
months and it doesn’t get better, it’s just time to do something so it can stop bothering me and we don’t have to worry about it. And it’s still early 
enough where I can have the surgery and have a somewhat normal offseason.” 
 
This hasn’t been a normal season for him, but Morrison makes no claims it would have been different with better health. “I’m not making 
excuses,” Morrison said. “I haven’t performed the way I want to perform and know that I can. That’s it.” 
 
Buxton passes first test 
 
Byron Buxton must have been anxious to return to action. Activated from the disabled list at Class AAA Rochester on Tuesday, Buxton homered, 
singled twice and drove in four runs during the Red Wings’ 8-0 victory at Columbus. 
 
Buxton has been bothered by a strained left wrist for a month, returning for only three days before reinjuring it. He proved in batting practice last 
week the wrist has healed, though the Twins might limit his playing time for awhile. 
 
“We’re going to probably not rush him in there, as far as playing every day,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “Maybe every other day, at least 
until the end of the week, and then start trying to increase if the health holds up.” 
 
Etc. 
 
•  Robbie Grossman went through a full workout in the outfield, at the plate and on the bases, and “the progress has been steady since he went 
down with the hamstring injury,” Molitor said. The Twins have discussed activating him by Thursday, but they also might send him to Rochester 
for a couple of rehab games, Molitor said. 
 
•  Lefthander Adelberto Mejia underwent a magnetic resonance imaging test on his left arm, but doctors aren’t certain yet what is causing the 
nerve problem that landed him on the disabled list. 
 
•  Molitor shuffled his outfield lineup, moving Max Kepler into center field and bumping Jake Cave to left with Eddie Rosario in right. The 
reason, Molitor said, was to keep all the outfielders comfortable at each position, just in case. Cave had not played a corner position since late 
June. 
 
•  Joe West was behind the plate, the 5,163rd game of a major league umpiring career that began in 1976. That ties him with Bruce Froemming for 
second-most games umpired in MLB history, behind only Hall of Famer Bill Klem, who officiated 5,369 from 1905-41. 
 
•  Umpiring first base was Doug Eddings, and he’ll have the plate for Jose Berrios’ start Wednesday. After Eddings worked Berrios’ start in 
Boston on July 29, Morrison accused him of being overly argumentative and having a “how dare you question my authority” attitude. 
 
Tuesday's Twins-Pittsburgh game recap 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
 
Jake Odorizzi, Twins 
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He retired 12 hitters in a row, and allowed only four hits over 5 2/3 innings, in posting his first win since July 8. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
2 Singles by Joe Mauer, giving him hits in all 10 career games against the Pirates. 
 
7 Go-ahead RBI by Jake Cave this season, in just two months in the majors. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Newly acquired Pirate Chris Archer faces All-Star Jose Berrios as the Twins try for a sweep. 
 
Odorizzi collects first win since July 8 by focusing on first-pitch success 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
 
From the first pitch, Jake Odorizzi was an effective pitcher on Tuesday. That seems to be critical for the righthander. 
 
    By focusing on the first pitch of each at-bat, Odorizzi turned in one of his strongest performances of the season, pitching into the sixth inning 
and turning over a 3-2 lead to the bullpen. 
 
    “I’m happy with how today went overall, and stuff-wise, that was one of my top two outings, just the way I felt with all my pitches,” Odorizzi 
said after throwing 102 pitches, 67 of them for strikes. 
 
    Odorizzi, scuffling along with a 4.50 ERA in his first season with the Twins, had been victimized for much of the season by first-pitch 
aggressiveness. When opponents put the first pitch in play, they hit .489 against Odorizzi this season. The solution: Keep them from putting the 
pitch in play. Clearly aware of that tendency, 12 Pirates swung at the first pitch on Tuesday — and none collected a hit. Seven fouled pitches off, 
four swung and missed, and only Sterling Marte managed to involve the defense, hitting a fly ball that Eddie Rosario caught in the first inning. 
 
    “That’s just what their approach was. On the position players side, it’s just a good approach,” Odorizzi said. “I started to make good pitches 
early on, get some early-count outs. That’s all you’ve got to do.” 
 
    The rest of the time, Odorizzi mostly mastered the National League lineup. “He was sharp, just more crispness to his pitches,” Twins manager 
Paul Molitor said. “He didn’t seem to make those couple of big mistakes that have kind of been haunting him.” 
 
    He had one hiccup in the second inning, when David Freese singled, Josh Bell walked and Francisco Cervelli doubled, scoring Freese with the 
game’s first run. Bell scored on a ground out, but that was it for Pittsburgh’s offense against the 28-year-old righthander. Odorizzi retired 12 
straight hitters, finally departing with two out in the sixth inning when back-to-back singles pushed his pitch count past 100. 
 
    “Just attacking, that’s the best way to describe what we were trying to do. Just attack,” said Odorizzi, who struck out nine, including all three 
batters in the fifth inning. “They put the ball in play, a lot of foul balls and whatnot, but you can’t get that unless you’re around the zone attacking, 
changing speeds. I thought controlling my split tonight was the difference-maker, between average outings and above-average outings.” 
 
    By doing so, Odorizzi, now 5-7, earned his first victory since July 8. “Individual wins are, whatever,” Odorizzi said. “Team wins is what we 
need, so as long as I can keep us in every game, give us a chance to win, that’s what’s important.” 
 
XXX 
 
    The bullpen was strong, with Tyler Duffey retiring all four hitters he faced, including a two-out strikeout of Francisco Cervelli that stranded 
two of Odorizzi’s runners. Taylor Rogers gave up a double to Starling Marte but got two strikeouts, and that turned into a real jam when Matt 
Magill relieved him. David Freese hit an infield single and Josh Bell drew a walk, loading the bases with the go-ahead run on second. 
 
    But Magill got ahead of Cervelli, and even though the Pirates catcher managed to work the count to 3-2, Magill induced a threat-ending popup 
to Logan Forsythe at second base. 
 
    “The bullpen was able to pick [Odorizzi] up, get him off the field,” Molitor said. “Duff had a really nice, crisp at-bat” for the strikeout. 
 
XXX 
 
    Molitor on Eddie Rosario, who moved from second to third base on a single to right, and seemed to stop — but suddenly sped up again and 
scored when the throw from right fielder Gregory Polanco wasn’t on line: “There were a lot of good things. We saw another Rosie base-running 
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play. He was minus-two on the last trip, so we got one back.” 
 
Odorizzi gets rematch with Pirates, with remade Twins roster behind him 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | August 15, 2018 
 
Jake Odorizzi faced the Pirates in Pittsburgh back on April 4, giving up three runs over 4 1/3 innings. When he faces them for a second time 
tonight, the Pirates might seem more familiar than his own team. 
 
    Eight of Pittsburgh’s nine hitters tonight played in that April game, and the ninth, Jordy Mercer, was available on the bench. But the Twins? 
That team is just a long-ago memory. Only three of tonight’s starters — Eddie Rosario, Miguel Sano and Max Kepler — played that day in 
Pittsburgh, and four of tonight’s starters weren’t even on the Twins’ roster. Matter of fact, two of Paul Molitor’s three bench players weren’t on 
that team, and five of the eight members of the bullpen. 
 
    That’s baseball in the era of roster turnover; these days, it’s the Pirates who are unusual. Pittsburgh has used 42 players this season, and while 
that may sound like a lot, actually only the Rockies and Astros have used fewer. The Twins have issued 49 different uniforms this season, more 
than any year of their history except last summer, when they used 52. But seven teams have used more than Minnesota this season. 
 
    Yet for all of those players, Molitor isn’t certain, now that Fernando Rodney has been traded to Oakland, that he has a closer on the roster. 
Trevor Hildenberger has plenty of minor-league experience at the role, and closed out Saturday’s win in Detroit, although not without giving up a 
couple of runs. 
 
    “You have ideas of how you’d like it to go,” Molitor said. “You kind of have it constructed, but it’s subject to change as we play.” 
 
    Also subject to change: The outfielders’ positions. Molitor said he wants to make sure all his outfielders can play center field if necessary, and 
wants Jake Cave, whose starts have all been in center field since June 28, to play a corner position occasionally. So he shuffled the positions 
tonight, with Cave inhabiting left field. 
 
    The Twins have won the first game of their last three homestands, and Odorizzi is 8-4 with a 3.21 ERA in 22 career starts against National 
League teams. Then again, the Twins are 6-12 in interleague play this year, and Odorizzi has collected one win since May 8. 
 
Twins get clutch relief, clutch homer in 5-2 victory over Pirates 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | August 14, 2018 
 
As the Twins carry on without some of their best players for the last six weeks of the season, they can look to Tuesday night’s 5-2 victory over the 
Pittsburgh Pirates and remind themselves they still have enough to win.  
 
Jake Odorizzi pitched a solid 5 2/3 innings, and Miguel Sano hit a towering, opposite-field home run for some breathing room in the eighth as the 
Twins beat a Pittsburgh team trying to remain relevant in the National League wild-card race in front of 28,515 at Target Field.  
 
Jorge Polanco drove in two runs, and right-hander Trevor Hildenberger earned his second save since closer Fernando Rodney was traded to 
Oakland in a waiver-wire deal on Aug. 9.  
 
The Twins rallied with a three-run fourth inning, then kept Pittsburgh at bay until Sano hit a first-pitch fastball an estimated 406 feet off the 
electronic scoreboard in the right-field bleachers for a 5-2 lead in the eighth.  
 
It was Sano’s second home run, and fifth and sixth RBIs, in 15 games since returning from a nearly two-month rehab assignment that focused as 
much on getting into shape as baseball.  
 
“I think he’s been real close to clicking on some balls,” manager Paul Molitor said of his third baseman. “My observation is that the swings and 
misses are a lot less frequent, his chases out of the zone are a lot more rare, and even when he was 0 for 4 the other day, there weren’t any 
strikeouts, so he’s staying on the ball better. …  
 
“He just missed a couple early in the game … but then he got that fastball and drove it out there. The upper deck in right is not easy to do here.”  
 
Odorizzi (5-7) gave up two runs on four hits and two walks and struck out nine. He hadn’t earned a victory since a 10-1 victory over Baltimore on 
July 8, and it was just his second win since May 8, against St. Louis.  
 
Tyler Duffey, Tyler Rodgers and Matt Magill combined for 2 2/3 scoreless innings before Hildenberger came on to earn his second save in two 
chances. He gave up a single to Josh Harrison but got Adeiny Hechavarria to ground into a double play to end the game.  
 



8 
 

The Twins started the night 12 1/2 games behind first-place Cleveland in the American League Central after a 2-5 road trip through Cleveland and 
Detroit. Since July 27, they have watched five veteran players leave for prospects, including starting infielders Brian Dozier and Eduardo Escobar, 
starting pitcher Lance Lynn and closer Rodney.  
 
Pittsburgh started the night three games over .500 and 4 1/2 games out of the second NL wild-card spot, but as one of eight teams within six 
games of a berth. The Twins are 7-19 combined in their past three road trips but are now 15-4 at home since June 24.  
 
Odorizzi left with runners at first and second and two out in the sixth inning. Duffey relieved and struck out catcher Francisco Cervelli on a hard 
curve to preserve a one-run lead.  
 
“You know, we got rid of a bunch of guys, and to be in a game like that, stay in the game, and then Sano puts one in the seats to put us up, that’s 
the goal,” Duffey said. “There’s enough guys here with enough talent to get the job done, and for the rest of the season, we’ll see how it goes.”  
 
Odorizzi allowed six base-runners on four hits and two walks but pitched four 1-2-3 innings and struck out four batters looking with veteran 
umpire Joe West behind the plate and calling the low strike.  
 
“It’s a strike. Strikes are strikes,” Odorizzi said. “You’ve got to throw it there. It’s not up to me to dictate balls and strikes, I just need to execute 
pitches, and I don’t think I have the authority to say, ‘This is a strike; this is a ball.’ I just have to go out there and pitch.”  
 
West umped his 5,163rd major league game, tying Bruce Froemming for second all time behind Bruce Klem, who worked 5,369 games from 
1905-41. West made his major league debut on Sept. 14, 1976. 
 
Tired of his helmet falling off, Twins’ Miguel Sano cuts his hair 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | August 14, 2018 
 
Miguel Sano was trying on his new hat at his locker Tuesday, a smaller one that will better fit his head now that he has shorn the hair he was 
wearing in dreadlocks that touched his shoulders.  
 
“Helmet, too,” he said. “I just cut it today.”  
 
The Twins third baseman had two reasons for cutting the hair he estimates took him about three years to grow. One, he was getting too hot and 
sweaty, and two, he was tired of his helmet falling off when he ran the bases.  
 
“It fell off too much,” he said. “I don’t like that.”  
 
Sano was 1 for 4 with his new ‘do Tuesday against the Pirates, but the hit was a big one, a two-run, opposite field homer into the second deck to 
give the Twins a 5-2 lead in the eighth inning that held.  
 
“I try to have some fun down there, and I got in my mind I’m going to cut my hair and see what we can do,” he said after the game. “It’s a little 
bit of a struggle here for us, and I try to do something positive. But you know, we just hang in. Hair or no hair, we try to hit the ball and make a 
play.”  
 
Cutting off hair that took that much time to grow wasn’t easy, Sano said, and his family was against it.  
 
“To be honest, I brought it up to my wife and she told me, ‘Don’t cut it,’ ” he said. “But it’s a decision that I think will make a good difference.”  
 
BIG RETURN FOR BUXTON 
 
Center fielder Byron Buxton, who hasn’t played in the majors since May 29 because of a variety of injuries, was activated from the disabled list at 
Triple-A Rochester (left wrist strain) on Tuesday and made an auspicious return in Columbus, Ohio.  
 
Buxton, 24,went 3 for 5 with two runs scored, a three-run home run and four total RBIs.  
 
He was injured during an at-bat while on rehab assignment in Rochester, where he’s hitting .215 with 28 strikeouts in 22 games. He batted .156 
with 28 strikeouts in 28 games with the Twins.  
 
“For the most part, the BP sessions over the past handful of days have gone well. … We’ll see how it goes,” Molitor said. “We talk a lot about, 
particularly with wrist injuries, you’re just not sure how it’s going to go when you have to face live pitching and getting fooled and all those type 
of things that come with a game situation.”  
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“We’re going to probably not try to rush him in there, as far as playing every day. Maybe every other day here, at least until the end of the week, 
and then start trying to increase if the health holds up.”  
 
TESTS FOR MEJIA 
 
The Twins are sticking with nerve traction to describe the injury that forced left-hander Adalberto Mejia to leave a 3-2 victory at Cleveland after 
five innings on Aug. 7.  
 
Mejia, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list last Friday, has had magnetic resonance imaging tests on Monday, and will have another 
another on Thursday.  
 
 “We’re still kind of going with the whole idea of the nerve problem that’s causing issues with that left arm,” Molitor said.  
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Molitor mixed up his outfield on Tuesday, playing Max Kepler in center and moving Jake Cave to left. Regular left-fielder Eddie Rosario was in 
right. “We thought here over the remaining weeks to try to give a few different looks at that combination, and they’re all capable of playing all 
three outfield positions,” Molitor said. 
 
Zulgad: Should Yankees have an interest in acquiring Joe Mauer? 
Judd Zulgad | ESPN 1500 | August 14, 2018 
 
Could Joe Mauer end up chasing a ring? 
 
Although there are many who believe Mauer would never think of trying to win a championship outside of Minnesota, the first baseman could 
have an opportunity to appear in his first World Series if he’s willing to waive his no-trade clause. 
 
I first broached this subject in early July, providing the Yankees, Cardinals and Mariners as potential landing spots. On Tuesday, ESPN’s Buster 
Olney tweeted this: 
 
Buster Olney 
@Buster_ESPN 
 It'll be interesting to see if the Yankees target someone who can play first base over the next 17 days, before the Aug. 31 deadline to add post-
season eligible players. Greg Bird had two hits Saturday, but is batting .146/.205/.195 this month and has been streaky in his career. 
 
While it’s unclear if the Yankees have interest in Mauer, he certainly would come at a reasonable price and this could give him the first 
opportunity of his 15-year career to walk off the field a champion. Mauer already has passed through waivers — the Pioneer Press had the report 
earlier this month — so that wouldn’t be an issue. 
 
Going to New York would be a quick and painless process for Mauer with a ton of upside. He is in the last season of his eight-year, $184 million 
contract and even if the World Series went to a Game 7, Mauer would spend only two months in New York. 
 
If the Twins wanted Mauer to return in 2019, it’s unsure if they do, or if the 35-year-old might be considering retirement, he could easily do so. 
No one would begrudge Mauer for spending a few months of his career playing outside Minnesota or for trying to win something he has little 
chance of getting as a Twin. 
 
Walking away as part of a World Series champion, also would help stand to help Mauer’s bid to get into the Hall of Fame. There was a time when 
that appeared to be a lock — he won three batting titles as a catcher — but Mauer hasn’t been the same player since his career was slowed by 
concussion issues and he was moved to first base in 2014. 
 
Mauer has appeared in 10 playoff games during his career, including the Twins’ wild card loss to the Yankees last season. The last time he played 
in a full postseason series was in 2010 when the Twins lost to the Yankees in the American League Division Series. 
 
Mauer would provide the Yankees with a Gold Glove-caliber first baseman, but it’s uncertain what they might be getting at the plate. Mauer has 
had some excellent stretches this season but then gone cold. 
 
He hit .319/.356/.415 with a home run and 12 RBIs in 23 games from July 1 to July 28, but has hit .174/.240/.217 with no home runs and one RBI 
in 12 games since that time. For the season, Mauer is hitting .269/.349/.355 with three home runs and 34 RBIs in 86 games. 
 
So would the Yankees have interest in Mauer? Would Mauer have interest in the Yankees? Would a short stint in New York help rejuvenate 
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Mauer’s bat? Seems like a discussion the Twins, Yankees and Mauer should have. 
 
Former Twin Brian Dozier’s EKG tests reveal “abnormalities” 
Staff Report | ESPN 1500 | August 14, 2018 
 
Brian Dozier left the Los Angeles Dodgers’ game against the San Francisco Giants in the ninth inning on Monday night after experiencing 
dizziness and will undergo tests on his heart after an EKG showed abnormal results. 
 
Dozier, whom the Twins traded to the Dodgers on July 31 for second baseman Logan Forsythe and two prospects, is hitting .282 with three home 
runs and 11 RBIs in 12 games with Los Angeles. 
 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts only told reporters that the EKG on the 31-year-old Dozier revealed “abnormalities,” and said the second 
baseman would have more tests on Tuesday. 
 
Dozier hit .227 with 16 home runs and 52 RBIs in 104 games with the Twins before being traded. 
 
Byron Buxton set to play in minors again, activated from minor league disabled list 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | August 14, 2018 
 
Byron Buxton will be activated from the disabled list at Triple-A Rochester and active for Tuesday night’s game, according to Red Wings’ 
communication director Nate Rowan. 
 
Nate Rowan 
@njrowan 
 Byron Buxton has been reinstated from the @RocRedWings disabled list. He will be active tonight in Columbus. #MNTwins 
 
Buxton’s recovery from the wrist injury that has shelved him recently will be one of the biggest stories for the rest of the year for the Twins. 
 
He’s got superstar potential and yet at 24 years old and with several years in the big leagues, the Twins still can’t say for certain whether Buxton 
represents a future all-star or fourth outfielder. 
 
Buxton is hitting .156/.183/.200 with only 4 extra-base hits in 94 trips to the plate in the big leagues. As an added cause for concern, Buxton 
swung at way more pitches outside of the strike zone and struggled in general to making contact this year. 
 
The breakout superstar player could still be in there somewhere. The challenge for Buxton and the Twins will be to rediscover that guy in time for 
a run in 2019. 
 
Polanco leads Twins past Pirates 5-2 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | August 15, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Miguel Sano has embodied this season of disappointment for the Minnesota Twins, with his approach, health and 
performance all needing a reset. 
 
Jorge Polanco had two hits, scored twice and drove in two runs and Sano followed with a two-run homer, leading the Twins to a 5-2 victory over 
the Pittsburgh Pirates on Tuesday night. 
 
After sporting the dreadlocks look and letting his mane grow for three years, Sano had his head neatly shorn before the game. 
 
“It’s a little bit of a struggle here for us, and I try to do something positive,” said Sano, who has nine home runs in 200 at-bats and is hitting .220 
with 85 strikeouts this season. “But you know, we just hang in. Hair or no hair, we try to hit the ball and make a play.” 
 
With his no-doubt, opposite-field drive off Richard Rodriguez in the eighth , Sano homered at Target Field for the first time since May 31. He 
missed 24 games with a strained left hamstring and was later sent to the minor leagues for more conditioning. Slowly upon his return, Sano has 
begun to look more like the slugger the Twins have been hoping to build their future around. 
 
“I think he’s been real close to clicking on some balls,” manage Paul Molitor said. “My observation is that the swings and misses are a lot less 
frequent, his chases out of the zone are a lot more rare.” 
 
Jake Odorizzi (5-7) won for the first time in six starts, striking out nine in 5 2/3 innings. Trevor Hildenberger, the fourth reliever of the game for 
the Twins, pitched a scoreless ninth for his second save since the trade of closer Fernando Rodney. 
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Polanco hit a two-run single in the fourth inning before Jake Cave’s RBI single put the Twins in front. The Twins, who began the day 12 games 
behind AL Central-leading Cleveland, are 15-4 in their last 19 home games. That’s too little too late for a team that expected Sano and Polanco to 
help lead the charge. Polanco served an 80-game suspension for using a performance-enhancing substance. 
 
“They’re key parts of this team, obviously this year but for years to come,” Odorizzi said. “You can build a team around a good left side of the 
infield, and we have two really good ones. You saw Sano’s power: It’s pretty unmatched. His arm at third is pretty unmatched as well.” 
 
The Pirates, who started this series with a five-game deficit in the NL wild-card race with three teams between them and the second spot, lost for 
only the fourth time in 16 games against AL teams this year. 
 
Pirates starter Jameson Taillon (9-9) finished six innings and allowed three earned runs, the 14th straight time he’s taken the mound and 
surrendered no more than that. Taillon has logged six innings in 10 of those starts, and he’s 4-2 with a 2.70 ERA in his last six turns. 
 
David Freese, who three hits, singled and scored on Francisco Cervelli’s double as the Pirates went up 2-0 in the second. But Tyler Duffey struck 
out Cervelli with two on to end the sixth and Matt Magill retired Cervelli on a popup with the bases loaded in the eighth, both times with the 
Twins clinging to a 3-2 lead. 
 
JOE WEST, NOT A YOUNG MAN 
 
Home plate umpire Joe West worked his 5,163rd game, tying Bruce Froemming for the second-most of all time. Bill Klem is first with 5,375. 
West, whose 40-year career is the longest in major league history, did not go unnoticed, either. He called strike three in Pirates second baseman 
Josh Harrison’s first two at-bats, and Harrison argued the same pitches he was rung up went against the Pirates on defense. 
 
“We all want a fair shake, man. That’s all it’s about, is being consistent,” Harrison said. “We know you’re not perfect, but at the end of the day, 
we work too hard for people to shut us down on pitches that we know are balls.” 
 
Said Pirates manager Clint Hurdle: “Joe’s been around a long time. I know one thing, agitating him doesn’t work very well either. You just try 
and work with him.” 
 
BUXTON’S BACK, SORT OF 
 
Twins CF Byron Buxton returned to action with Triple-A Rochester on Tuesday, going 3 for 5 with four RBIs, including a three-run homer. He 
recently aggravated a left wrist injury, the latest in a series of setbacks this season. Buxton has played in only 28 games for Minnesota and 23 
games for Rochester in 2018. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
 
Pirates: SS Jordy Mercer left the game in the middle of the fifth inning with discomfort in his left calf and was replaced by Adeiny Hechavarria. 
 
Twins: OF Robbie Grossman, who’s missed eight games with a strained right hamstring, could be reinstated from the DL on Thursday. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Pirates: Recently acquired RHP Chris Archer (4-5, 4.36 ERA) pitches on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Twins: All-Star RHP Jose Berrios (11-8, 3.66 ERA) takes the mound in the matinee finale of the two-game series. 
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