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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1947-Ewell Blackwell sets the National League record for right-handers and a club record by winning his 16th consecutive 

start. 

 

MLB.COM 
Reds fall on walk-off wild pitch against Rox 

By Thomas Harding and Mark Sheldon / MLB.com 

 

DENVER -- Charlie Blackmon was rewarded for aggressive baserunning in the ninth inning when he scored on a wild pitch as the 

Rockies sent the Reds to their fifth loss in their last seven games, 6-5, on Friday night at Coors Field. 

 

"A lot of regrettable moments in tonight's game," Reds manager Bryan Price said. 

 

Blackmon singled on a bunt against Reds reliever Ryan Mattheus (1-2), and took second on his 25th steal this season -- after an out 

call was overturned by instant replay. 

 

"With the guy on the mound, I thought a bunt would almost be just as good as a double," Blackmon said. "Turns out, it wasn't. It 

took an overturned call and a play that could've been made on their part." 

 

Blackmon moved to third on DJ LeMahieu's grounder, and scored when Mattheus' pitch to Troy Tulowitzki squirted past catcher 

Tucker Barnhart. 

 

"I didn't know how far it had gotten away from him, so I didn't break right away, but once I saw it get a good ways away from him, I 

broke for home," Blackmon said. 

 

The Rockies' Carlos Gonzalez tied it at four in the eighth with his second home run of the game, off J.J. Hoover, and Nolan Arenado 

tripled and scored to put the Rockies ahead. But the Reds' Joey Votto tied it with his 18th homer, the opposite way to left, off John 

Axford (3-3) with one out in the ninth. Axford was otherwise unscathed. 

 

Both teams had solid starting pitching. DeScalfini held the Rockies to three runs on seven hits -- one a Gonzalez solo homer -- in 

seven innings. Rockies starter Eddie Butler, in his first official start since returning from a stint at Triple-A Albuquerque (a start 

Sunday at San Diego was rained out before the game became official), went six innings and gave up three runs on six hits, with 

three strikeouts. Two of his three walks were intentional. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

 

Skip in a pinch: Schumaker has been a dependable pinch-hitter this season for Cincinnati and he came up big in the top of the 

eighth. In a 1-1 count vs. Hawkins, he drove a ball over the head of left fielder Corey Dickerson for a ground-rule double that scored 

Marlon Byrd with the go-ahead run. This season, Schumaker is 13-for-42 (.310) as a pinch-hitter -- including 10-for-his-last 30 with 

five doubles. 

 

Car-gone … and gone, again: The Rockies didn't have a hit until the wild fifth, when they scored twice to cut the Reds' lead to a run. 

Then Gonzalez opened the sixth with a game-tying, second-deck home run. Gonzalez tied it again in the eighth with his 16th homer 

of the season, third in the last two games and sixth in July. 

 

"It's fun to play baseball when the ball jumps off the bat that easy," Gonzalez said. 

 

Glove save and a beauty: There were two outs and a runner on first base in the bottom of the seventh, LeMahieu hit a sharp 

grounder near second base. With designs on the force play, Brandon Phillips overran the ball but course-corrected enough to glove it 

at the last second and throw to first base for the third out and help keep it a 3-3 game. 

 



Votto on a tear: Votto's game-tying, ninth-inning homer kept the Reds in the game against Axford and continued his second-half 

tear. It was Votto's 18th homer of the season and third in eight games since the All-Star break while he's batting .548 (17-for-31). 

He's also 10-for-his-last-17. 

 

Missed suicide squeeze costly: The Reds missed a chance for an insurance run in the eighth when Billy Hamilton missed a suicide 

squeeze bunt attempt on a 2-1 pitch from Hawkins. Running on the play from third base, Tucker Barnhart was thrown out before 

Hamilton made the third out with a grounder to the shortstop. It was the first time in five squeeze attempts this season that 

Cincinnati was unsuccessful. 

 

"He's been feeling better from the right side of the plate, but he's certainly one of our best bunters," Price said. "In a 2-1 count, they 

really wanted to throw a strike there. He foul tipped it, but Hundley was able to hold on and get the out at the plate there. Brandon 

was 1-for-8 against Hawkins and hitting behind Billy. I thought it was worth taking a shot right there. We just weren't able to 

execute." 

 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

 

The only other time the Rockies have won a game on a wild pitch was Aug. 24, 2010, 7-6, against the Astros, when Tulowitzki 

scored on Aneury Rodriguez's wild pitch. 

 

THE DUSTY TRAIL TO NOWHERE 

 

The Rockies were down a run in the fifth, with Butler and Blackmon on second and first, respectively. LeMahieu's liner cleared the 

outstretched glove of Bruce in right field. One problem: Butler, who had just accomplished his first Major League hit and had a 

grand total of two Minor League hits, was bitten by his baserunning inexperience. 

 

Thinking Bruce might catch the ball, he didn't run immediately. When he did, Blackmon nearly passed him. Then Butler slipped to 

the dirt rounding third and fell in the basepath on the way home. He was erased easily and the rally fizzled. 

 

"My mind was going 100 miles an hour; the legs were not," Butler said. 

 

REPLAY REVIEW 

 

Blackmon moved into scoring position in the bottom of the ninth by stealing second. He was originally called out, but manager Walt 

Weiss challenged the call. Phillips' tag -- after an outstanding pickup of catcher Tucker Barnhart's throw -- was shown to not be in 

time. 

 

QUOTABLE: 

 

"We've seen glimpses of it throughout the year, but he looks like he's starting to sustain something. We've all seen that when he gets 

rolling, he can do an awful lot of damage in a short period of time," -- Weiss, on Gonzalez's power surge. 

 

"There's any number of things that could have changed the outcome of the game. We're not to that point that we're creating so much 

separation that we can play through a mistake or two. ... We have to execute our defensive plays and we've got to do what people 

consider the small things, which are actually the biggest things -- that's moving runners, putting the ball in play with runners in 

scoring position, getting bunts down, fielding our positions. Those are things that make the difference for a team like ours." -- Price, 

on mistakes that haunted his team on Friday. 

 

WHAT'S NEXT 

 

Reds: With many eyes undoubtedly upon him because of a potential trade, ace Johnny Cueto will take the mound for the Reds on 

Saturday vs. Colorado at 8:10 p.m. ET. Cueto is coming off of two poor starts, including his walking a season-high six batters on 

Sunday vs. the Indians. 

 

Rockies:Chris Rusin gets the ball on Saturday, looking for success at home this season. He's surrendered just four earned runs over 

his last 14 innings at Coors Field -- a stretch that's also seen him post a two strikeout-to-walk ratio. Rusin, however, hasn't won at 

home since June 21. First pitch is at 6:10 p.m. MT. 

 

Hoover off his game in second straight outing 

Reliever has allowed four earned runs over last two innings 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com / mark.sheldon@mlb.com / @m_sheldon 

 



DENVER -- In his first 42 appearances of the 2015 season, Reds reliever J.J. Hoover allowed zero home runs. Over his last two 

games, Hoover has given up two homers and both were deflating in the late innings. 

 

During their 6-5 loss to the Rockies on Friday, Hoover's second batter in the eighth -- Carlos Gonzalez -- crushed a 2-1 pitch to 

right-center field for the homer that made it a 4-4 game. Nolan Arenado followed with a triple and after Hoover misplayed a 

grounder by Corey Dickerson for a hit, a go-ahead run scored on Ben Paulsen's sacrifice fly. 

 

On Tuesday, Hoover couldn't get a ninth-inning save in place of Aroldis Chapman and gave up the game-tying two-run homer to 

Kyle Schwarber before Cincinnati lost in 13 innings. Before that outing, he had a 1.31 ERA and has been easily one of the Reds' 

most dependable relievers. 

 

"The other night I just made a bad pitch," Hoover said. "Tonight, I felt like I executed just about every pitch I could. I felt like I've 

had some of the best stuff I've had this year. I was keeping the fastball down. I made a good pitch to CarGo. He got it. Yeah, it's 

frustrating." 

 

Coors Field was the scene of one of Hoover's roughest days last season on Aug. 17, when he and Chapman combined to give up five 

ninth-inning runs. The three-run walk-off homer by Drew Stubbs came off of Hoover. 

 

Gonzalez's homer off of Hoover was his second of the game and third in two games. 

 

"If a guy is on fire, he's on fire," Hoover said. "The best thing you can do is make your pitch and give yourself the best chance to 

succeed. I felt l executed my pitch. He just won that battle." 

 

Hoover, who was 1-10 with a 4.88 ERA in 2014, has been vastly improved in 2015. 

 

"It's a part of the game. It is for the best of them," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "We got to [John] Axford for a solo homer in a 

save situation right there. We got to [LaTroy] Hawkins, who has been real good for them. We did our stuff on their bullpen. It's just 

we've had so many of these games that seem to get sideways on us in these close losses. It certainly challenges all of us to pick it up 

and be better the next day." 

 

The Reds' bullpen, ranked 13th out of 15 National League clubs in ERA, has been a weak link often this season. Coming out of 

Thursday's off-day, it was boosted by a decent seven-inning performance by starter Anthony DeSclafani. Skip Schumaker provided 

a lead with his RBI double in the top of the eighth. Joey Votto took Hoover off the hook in the ninth with a homer against Axford 

only to see the game lost in walk-off fashion by Reds reliever Ryan Mattheus on a run-scoring wild pitch. 

 

"A lot of regrettable moments in tonight's game," Price said. 

 

All eyes on Cueto as Reds square off vs. Rockies 

By Dargan Southard / MLB.com 

 

The Rockies and Reds will resume their three-game series on Saturday night at Coors Field -- with Colorado sending left-hander 

Chris Rusin (3-3, 3.88 ERA) to the hill opposite Cincinnati's Johnny Cueto (6-6, 2.79). 

 

As trade rumors continue to swirl, Cueto's start will give teams an idea of where he's at health-wise leading up to the July 31 Trade 

Deadline. The 20-game winner from a year ago lasted just four innings in his previous start, but Cueto has a 2.08 ERA in July. 

 

Rusin, meanwhile, was solid again in his last outing. He gave up just two earned runs over six innings against the Rangers on July 

20. Rusin has 3.00 ERA at home in five outings this season. 

 

Things to know about this game 

 

• In four career starts at Coors Field, Cueto is 2-1 with a 3.52 ERA. He's given up just two home runs in 23 innings. 

 

• Both DJ LeMahieu and Carlos Gonzalez have done well against Cueto well in their careers. LeMahieu is hitting .455 (5-for-11) 

with an RBI, while Gonzalez owns a .308 batting average (4-for-13) with a homer and six RBIs. 

 

• In three career starts versus the Reds, Rusin is 0-1 with a 4.00 ERA. He surrendered one run over seven innings against Cincinnati 

last season. 

 

Price has contingency in place if Reds make trade 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com / mark.sheldon@mlb.com / @m_sheldon 

 



DENVER -- Although Reds general manager Walt Jocketty and the front office have yet to pull off any deals ahead of next Friday's 

non-waiver Trade Deadline, the field staff has already made some contingency plans in case pitchers and players are moved. 

 

At any point before 4 p.m. ET on July 31, a position player could be pulled if he has been dealt. A pitcher -- such as Johnny Cueto 

or Mike Leake -- could hypothetically be traded the day before they were slated to start a game. Manager Bryan Price is ready for 

these issues. 

 

"It's something we do the best we can to be prepared for," Price said on Friday. "We probably are going to, and have been, limiting 

the number of pitches our starting pitchers are throwing between starts, so if we have to bring a guy back early … if we had to make 

some adjustments there, we could do that. As much as you don't want to see players go, if they do go, we have to have a backup 

plan. 

 

"We can't just have a bullpen day. We're playing 10 straight games before the next off-day, coming off of four games in three days 

with some short starts. We're not fresh enough to pitch a game with our bullpen and still be ready to go the following day." 

 

Cueto, Leake, right fielder Jay Bruce and closer Aroldis Chapman are just some of the Reds players that have had their names 

circulating in trade rumors in recent weeks. Jocketty, to this point, has not been satisfied enough with the offers he has received to 

make a deal with another club. 

 

If a starting pitcher is moved, the Reds would likely call up Tony Cingrani as a replacement. Cingrani, who was a reliever in the 

first half, was sent back to Triple-A Louisville after a poor 2 2/3 inning, five-run start vs. the Cubs on Wednesday after he came off 

of the disabled list. 

 

Cingrani will continue to work on his craft as a starter for Louisville. 

 

"Obviously, our circumstances for our current 25-man roster can change over the course of the next week," Price said. "So we're 

going to potentially have pitchers ready -- starters and relievers -- if something happens with the makeup of our roster." 

Cingrani, who has 30 big league starts over his career, was converted back to starting over the past month while on a rehab 

assignment with Louisville. 

 

"He struggled with his command [Wednesday]," Price said of Cingrani. "That really hadn't been an issue with his Minor League 

starts. He's done everything that we've asked him to do in Triple-A and he's done it extremely well. However, right now, he's 

probably our No. 1 asset as a starting option should we see some change in our current roster." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Rockies walk off with win against Reds, 6-5 

By John Fay / Cincinnati Enquirer / jfay@enquirer.com / @Johnfayman 

 

DENVER - The Reds are in one of those streaks where they're playing just badly enough to lose. 

 

They fell to the Colorado Rockies, 6-5, Friday night before a crowd of 37,184 at Coors Field. It was their third loss in four games 

against Colorado this season - and all have been by one run. 

 

J.J. Hoover gave up a pair of runs in the bottom of the eighth after the Reds took a 4-3 lead in the top of the inning. Joey Votto tied 

it in the ninth with a home run. 

 

Charlie Blackmon reached on a bunt single against Ryan Mattheus with one out in the Rockies' ninth. He tried to steal second, and 

second base umpire Hunter Wendelstedt called him out. The Rockies asked for a review. 

 

The call was overturned. Blackmon took third on DJ LeMahieu’s groundout and scored on a wild pitch with Troy Tulowitzki at the 

plate. 

 

“There were a lot of regrettable moments in tonight’s game,” Reds manager Bryan Price said.  “. . . We’ve had so many of these 

games that seem to get sideways on us in these close losses. 

 

“It challenges all of us to pick it up and be better the next day.” 

 

The Reds failed to get a bunt down on a squeeze attempt. Hoover didn’t get an out on a routine ground ball. 

 

“There were any number of things that could have changed the outcome of that game,” Price said. “We’re not to that point where 

we’re creating so much separation that we can play through a mistake or two. 



 

“We play a lot of close games. We have to execute." 

 

Rookie right-hander Anthony DeSclafani went seven innings and allowed three runs on seven hits. He waked three and struck out 

five. He became the first starter other than Mike Leake to go through six innings for the Reds since the All-Star break. 

 

DeSclafani was coming off of one of his roughest starts of the year. He allowed six runs on eight hits over five innings in a 9-4 loss 

to Cleveland on Saturday. 

 

“I’m glad I was able to go seven,” DeSclafani said. “Our bullpen has thrown a lot. We had that extra-inning game before the day-

night doubleheader. That was killer." 

 

His stuff was much crisper Friday. He allowed a one-out walk to LeMahieu in the first and a one-out walk to Corey Dickerson in the 

second. 

 

Other than that, DeSclafani was perfect through four. 

 

The Reds took a 3-0 lead in the fourth. Brandon Phillips led off with a shot to center for a double. An out later, Todd Frazier lined 

one down the left-field line. It just stayed fair, dropping for an RBI double. 

 

An out later, Marlon Byrd worked a walk. Frazier stole third on Ball 4. Ivan De Jesus Jr. hit a drive that center fielder Charlie 

Blackmon got to just in front of the 415 mark. But it went off his glove for a two-run double. 

 

The Rockies did not have a hit until Dickerson led off the fifth with a bloop single to left. Dickerson was eliminated on Ben 

Paulsen’s fielder’s choice groundout. It might have been a double play if shortstop De Jesus had gotten the ball out of his glove 

cleanly. 

 

Nick Hundley then hit a drive to right-center that Billy Hamilton tried to make a diving catch on. It got by him for an RBI triple. 

 

Pitcher Eddie Butler followed with a bunt back to DeSclafani. He threw home. The problem was Hundley held at third. It went for a 

base hit. 

 

“I thought he was headed home,” DeSclafani said. “I was fully committed to going to the plate. That one is on me.” 

 

Blackmon singled to get Hundley in. 

 

LeMahieu hit a drive to right. Butler should have scored easily, but he fell down halfway between home and third. Phillips’ relay 

throw easily nailed him for the second out. 

 

DeSclafani got Tulowitzki to pop out to leave runners as second and third. 

 

DeSclafani gave up the lead in the sixth. Carlos Gonzalez led off with a no doubter to right for his 15th home run of the year. 

 

Byrd led off the eighth with a drive to right. He never broke stride and easily made it to third with a triple. De Jesus hit one right 

back to pitcher LaTroy Hawkins. The Rockies then intentionally walked Tucker Barnhart. 

 

Pinch-hitter Skip Schumaker followed with a ground-rule double to get Byrd in and make it 4-3. The hit was Schumaker’s 10th in 

his last 30 pinch-hit appearances. 

 

The Reds attempted a suicide squeeze with Hamilton at the plate. He did not get the bunt down. Barnhart was caught in a rundown 

for the second out. The Reds had been successful on their first four squeeze attempts of the year. 

 

“Billy’s if the not the best bunter, one of our best bunters,” Price said. “It was a 2-1 count. They really wanted to throw a strike 

there. He got a fastball. He foul tipped it, but (catcher) Hundley was able to hold on and get the out. 

 

“Brandon was 1-for-8 against Hawkins. I thought it was worth the shot there.” 

 

The lead did not last long. Gonzalez hit his second of the night one out into the Rockies' eighth off of Hoover. Hoover did not give 

up a home run in his first 43 outings. He's given up a homer in each of his last two outings. 

 

“The other night I felt like I made a bad pitch,” Hoover said. “Tonight, I felt like I executed every pitch I could. I felt like I had 

some of the best stuff I’ve had this year. I made a good pitch to CarGo. He got it. It’s frustrating.” 



 

Nolan Arenado followed with a triple off the wall in right. After Dickerson reached on a ball that Hoover failed to field cleanly, 

Paulsen hit a ball to right for a sacrifice fly. 

 

Joey Votto tied it in the ninth with his 18th home run of the year — an opposite-field shot to left on the first pitch Colorado closer 

John Axford threw to him. 

 

Reds need starters to go deeper into games 

By John Fay / Cincinnati Enquirer / jfay@enquirer.com / @Johnfayman 

 

DENVER — The Reds went into their series with the Colorado Rockies needing their starting pitchers to go deeper into the game. 

 

But Reds manager Bryan Price didn’t hold a meeting and shout: Pitch eight innings, guys! 

 

“As much as I can say this is what we need, inevitably whatever’s going to happen is going to happen,” Price said. “What I really 

want to see is pitchers who attack the strike zone. You can defend balls put in play. You can’t defend walks. 

 

“You can defend hitters a lot better when you’re ahead in the count, than when you’re behind in the count and they can pick and 

choose what they’re going to hit. We’re going to need better strike zone command.” 

 

The Reds had walked 34 batters since the All-Star Break going into Friday – seven more than any other club. 

 

Entering Friday, Mike Leake was the only Reds starter to go more than five innings since the break. He went six innings in the first 

game after the break and eight innings in the first game of Wednesday’s doubleheader. The other Reds starters have gone 5, 4, 5, 5 

2/3 and 2 2/3 innings since the break. 

 

“When Leake pitched eight innings in the doubleheader, we needed that,” Price said. “Had he not, with Tony (Cingrani’s) 2 2/3 

innings, we would have been hard pressed to finish Game 2 with a pitcher. You might have seen (Skip) Schumaker or somebody 

else pitching. It could have been a tie game or a one-run lead in the ninth.” 

 

CINGRANI TO AAA: Cingrani was optioned to Triple-A Louisville after allowing five runs Wednesday. 

 

But it could be a short stay. 

 

He’ll continue to start at Louisville. Starters Johnny Cueto and Mike Leake are on the trading block. If either goes, it would open a 

spot for Cingrani. 

 

“He’s probably our No.1 asset as a starting option should we see some change in our current roster,” Price said. 

 

Cingrani pitched very well on his rehab assignment. He went 14 shutout innings in Triple-A. But he couldn’t hold a five-run lead 

Wednesday. 

 

“He struggled with his command,” Price said. “That had not been an issue in his minor league starts. He’s done everything we’ve 

asked him to do at Triple-A.” 

 

COORS FACTOR: Price says the key to pitching at Coors Field with its mile-high altitude is to pitch like you’re at sea level. 

 

“If you have a staff that is inherently aggressive and throwing strikes, you want to keep them on task,” Price said. “Any time you’re 

in an offensive ballpark, it seems to me you have to to control the count. You need to be ahead in the count.” 

 

“This is a big ballpark that plays small at times, pitchers will try to pitch perfect and fall behind 1-0, 2-0. Who wants to go to the 

middle of the plate in those counts? Nobody does. We really emphasize that we’ve got to pitch down in the zone No.1. You’ve got 

to pitch ahead No.2. And No.3, you’ve got to pitch inside.” 

 

COMPUTER UMPS: Price thinks you’ll eventually see automated calls on balls and strikes. 

 

“That takes all that complaining out of it,” Price said. “Anymore that’s the only thing left to complain about.” 

 

9 TIMES: Joey Votto reached base nine times in Wednesday’s doubleheader – four singles, a home run and four walks. He was the 

fifth player to reach base nine times in a single day in the last 20 seasons. 

 

The last Red to reach nine times in a single day was Pete Rose on July 2, 1976 in a doubleheader against Houston. 



 

SHORT HOPS: Over the last three seasons, the Rockies led the series 10-8. But the Reds have really struggled at Coors Field since 

2009. In that time, they are 7-17. 

 

Todd Frazier entered Friday’s game on pace for 48 doubles, 45 home runs, 109 RBI and 95 extra-base hits. No player in Reds 

history has ever produced a season with as many as 40 doubles and 40 home runs. 

 

BAR: Trading Aroldis Chapman is the right move 

By C. Trent Rosecrans / Cincinnati Enquirer / crosecrans@enquirer.com / @ctrent 

 

There have been few things more fun to watch than an Aroldis Chapman fastball — since 2010, John Fay, Mark Sheldon and I may 

have seen more 100 mph fastballs than any other beat writers in baseball history. And trust me, seeing 102 rarely gets old. 

 

But Chapman is a closer, and an elite closer is a luxury for a team that's not going to contend this year or next. Chapman's trade 

value is unlikely to get higher than it is now and he's a free agent at the end of next season. 

 

A trade now saves what's left of Chapman's $8.05 million salary this season, as well as what he'd get through the arbitration process 

next season. In 2011, Jonathan Papelbon avoided arbitration at $12 million, so that's the very least he'd receive this coming season. 

With the Reds trying to rebuild, is a pitcher who pitches 60-70 innings a season the best use of $14 million or so? (And give up the 

dream of him starting — it's not going to happen.) 

 

What good is a closer with no games to close? 

 

Who could use Chapman right now? Who couldn't? 

 

Even teams with established closers could add Chapman to give a team a two-headed monster out of the bullpen. More on that in a 

bit. 

 

I've gotten emails that say giving up Chapman would cause them to give up on the Reds. I'm not so sure how many fans come just 

for the possibility of Chapman pitching every night. I'm sure there are some, and I understand that chance is enticing. I like seeing 

him come in and pumping out 102, 101, 102 (plus the changeup is becoming more and more fun to watch). But the bottom line is 

that nothing brings more fans than winning. 

 

Can J.J. Hoover step in as the closer in the short term? Sure. Yes, he blew a save the other night against the Cubs, but Chapman did 

too. To say Hoover can't do it because he didn't get it done in one game is as silly as thinking Chapman can convert every save. 

 

One of the teams that has been connected to Chapman is the Nationals. 

 

Erick Fedde was that Nationals' first-round pick in 2014, taken No. 18 overall. He would have been drafted higher had he not been 

coming off Tommy John surgery. The Nationals have done that before, taking Lucas Giolito in 2012 despite the need for TJ, and 

Giolito is now one of the top prospects in baseball. Fedde was one of the best pitchers in college baseball in 2014 with a big fastball 

and good athleticism. 

 

Fedde is 2-1 with a 2.88 ERA in six starts at short-season Auburn of the New York-Penn League. 

 

It will be more than Fedde if the Reds do trade Chapman to the Nationals, but it's an interesting start. 

 

MINOR LEAGUE ROUNDUP 

 

• Triple-A: Louisville 7, Columbus 4: David Holmberg allowed a run on seven hits over six innings, picking up the win after being 

staked to a 7-0 lead after two innings. RF Brennan Boesch and CF Ryan LaMarre each had two-run singles in a 6-run second. Both 

finished with two hits and two RBI.  

 

• Double-A: Pensacola 2, Biloxi 1: Daniel Wright allowed a run on four hits over eight innings. CF Bryson Smith was 2 for 3 with a 

triple and an RBI. Juan Duran drove in the other run. 

 

• High-A: Daytona 3, Charlotte 2: 3B Taylor Sparks hit his eight home run of the season. 

 

• Low-A: Dayton 2, West Michigan 1, 13 innings: CF Narciso Crook singled in the winning run in the 13th to give the Dragons the 

walk-off win. Starter Tejay Antone was one out from a shutout before West Michigan's Michael Gerber homered with two outs in 

the ninth to tie the game at 1. Antone allowed just four hits and the one run. He struck out eight and walked one. 

 



• Rookie: Great Falls 9, Billings 1: C Tyler Stephenson went 3 for 4 with a double. 

 

FOXSPORTS.COM 
Report: Teams seeking Reds flame-throwing reliever Aroldis Chapman 

By Fox Sports 

 

Reds starting pitcher Jose Cueto is expected to be moved before baseball's trade deadline, but Cincinnati also possesses the league's 

most sought-after reliever, Aroldis Chapman. 

 

Whether the Reds actually want to move Chapman is up for debate. According to ESPN's Jayson Stark, one league executive 

deemed the Reds' price tag for Chapman as "exorbitant." 

 

It's clear why contending teams in need of late-inning relief will be lining up for a shot to nab the 6-foot-4 Cuban closer, who has 

saved 19 of his 20 opportunities. The hard-throwing lefty owns a 1.74 ERA and has struck out 74 batters in 41.1 innings. 

 

But the Reds aren't going to part with Chapman without bringing back substantial talent. 

 

"We've been talking with a lot of different people," Reds general manager Walt Jocketty told MLB.com. "But we haven't been 

receiving offers that have us wanting to commit." 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Mattheus wild pitch in 9th send Reds to 6-5 loss to Rockies 

By The Associated Press 

 

DENVER — The Cincinnati Reds' small margin for error hurt them in another tough loss. 

 

Ryan Mattheus uncorked a wild pitch in the bottom of the ninth, allowing Charlie Blackmon to race home with the winning run in 

the Colorado Rockies' 6-5 win over the Reds on Friday night. 

 

Joey Votto homered among his three hits for the Reds, who were victimized by little mistakes in losing for the fifth time in seven 

games. 

 

"We're not to that point where we're creating so much separation that we can play through a mistake," manager Bryan Price said. 

"Close games, we have to play well." 

 

After Votto homered in the top of the ninth off closer John Axford (3-3) to tie the game at 5, Blackmon manufactured a run in the 

bottom of the inning. 

 

He laid down a one-out bunt single and stole second. He initially was called out but a replay review showed second baseman 

Brandon Phillips, who fell as he caught catcher Tucker Barnhart's throw on a hop, didn't quite get the tag down before Blackmon 

slid into the bag. Colorado challenged and the call was reversed. 

 

Blackmon moved to third on D.J. LeMahieu's groundout, and with Troy Tulowitzki at the plate, reliever Ryan Mattheus (1-2) 

bounced a wild pitch that Barnhart couldn't corral. Blackmon bolted home. 

 

"There's a lot of regrettable moments in tonight's game," Price said. 

 

The loss was compounded after the Reds failed to open up a bigger lead in the eighth. 

 

With the score tied at 3-all, pinch-hitter Skip Schumaker hit an RBI double off reliever LaTroy Hawkins and Barnhart advanced to 

third. Billy Hamilton tried to bunt on a squeeze play but fouled it into catcher Nick Hundley's glove and Barnhart was out in a 

rundown. 

 

Hamilton grounded out to end the inning. 

 

The Rockies came right back in their half of the eighth. Carlos Gonzalez connected for his second homer of the game, this one off 

reliever J.J. Hoover, to even the score again. It was his first multihomer game of the season and the 11th of his career. 

 

Nolan Arenado followed with a triple off the right field wall and scored on Ben Paulsen's sacrifice fly. 

 



It was the second consecutive blown save for Hoover. 

 

"Tonight I felt I executed every pitch I could," he said. "I felt like I had some of the best stuff I had this year. I was keeping the ball 

down, made a good pitch to CarGo, he just got it. It's frustrating." 

 

Axford retired the first batter before Votto hit his 18th homer into the left-field bleachers. Axford, who blew a save for the third 

time this season, came back to fan Todd Frazier and Jay Bruce. 

 

Held hitless by Anthony DeSclafani through the first four innings and trailing 3-0, the Rockies erupted for five hits in the fifth but 

got only two runs after starting pitcher Eddie Butler, trying to score from second on LeMahieu's long base hit to the right field wall, 

stumbled and fell twice rounding third and was tagged out as he neared home. With runners at second and third, Tulowitzki popped 

out to end the inning. 

 

Gonzalez also homered to lead off the bottom of the sixth, driving the first pitch from DeSclafani into the second deck above the 

right field wall to again tie the game. 

 

EFFICIENT WORK 

 

DeSclafani didn't let Gonzalez's home run hurt his rhythm. Despite giving up the solo blast, he needed just five pitches to get out of 

the sixth. He worked at least seven innings for the fifth time. 

 

"It was a battle the last two innings," he said. "I was trying to put up zeros. I felt like they were starting to hunt some fastballs and I 

just wanted to keep attacking and mix it up." 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

 

Rockies: Struggling reliever Rex Brothers was optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque to make room for the reinstatement from the 15-

day disabled list of OF Corey Dickerson (plantar fasciitis). Backup catcher Michael McKenry's availability has been limited in the 

last few days because of a fluid buildup in his right knee. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Reds: Since missing a start on May 24 because of a sore pitching elbow, RHP Johnny Cueto (6-6) has gone 3-2 with a 2.51 ERA. 

Rockies: LHP Chris Rusin (3-3) will get a chance to build on his success at Coors Field, where he has gone 2-0 with a 3.24 ERA 

over four starts this season. 

 

Reds-Rockies Preview 

By The Associated Press 

 

Johnny Cueto is trying to block out the trade talk that's seemingly growing louder and louder each day. That chatter might cease not 

long after his start in Colorado. 

 

Cueto could pitch in his final game for the Cincinnati Reds on Saturday night against the Rockies. 

 

With their lackluster record, the Reds (42-52) are set to deal away some players and Cueto (6-6, 2.79 ERA) is high on that list 

because his expected price tag in free agency this offseason will likely prove too extravagant. The right-hander's four-year, $27 

million contract signed in 2011 included a club option for this season worth $10 million. 

 

Cueto is scheduled to start Thursday in Cincinnati, but the trade deadline is Friday, making it unlikely he'll pitch against Pittsburgh. 

 

"I can't think about it when I'm pitching. I have to keep my mind in the game," he said through an interpreter after his latest start 

Sunday against Cleveland. 

 

Cueto walked six batters - three more than in any of his other 17 games this season - in a 5-3 loss in 11 innings to the Indians. He 

lasted just four innings while throwing 94 pitches, ending a 53-start streak of five or more innings. 

 

The eight-year veteran insisted his impending departure from the Reds wasn't a factor. 

 

"These are things that are happening. I don't decide things that are happening, I don't put things in my mind that aren't in my control, 

so I don't really care," he told MLB's official website. 

 

Cueto had a good handle on the Rockies (41-53) in two matchups last season, allowing two runs in eight innings in each. 



 

He'll try to lead the Reds to just their fourth win in 11 games. Cincinnati blew a one-run lead in the eighth inning in Friday's series 

opener and lost 6-5 after Joey Votto's tying homer in the ninth. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez hit two home runs, giving him six in his last 12 games, and Charlie Blackmon scored on Ryan Mattheus' wild pitch 

to finish off the Rockies' sixth win in eight home games. 

 

"I feel like I'm giving this team a chance to win ball games and to help put runs on the board," said Gonzalez, batting .396 since July 

4. "Hopefully, it stays that way. We still have a lot of games in front of us and I believe in this team and in every single player in 

this clubhouse." 

 

Chris Rusin (3-3, 3.88) had a strong performance at Cincinnati in his Rockies debut May 26, yielding one run in seven innings of a 

2-1 walkoff loss, but he's since gone 0-3 with a 6.65 ERA in four road starts. 

 

He enters on a four-start winless streak overall despite a 2.59 ERA in that span. Rusin gave up five runs in six innings against Texas 

on Monday but just two were earned in an 8-7 home victory. 

 

Votto is hitless in his last six at-bats against Rusin but is batting .593 in his last seven games after going 3 for 5 on Friday. Jay Bruce 

is 1 for 8 lifetime versus the left-hander and Todd Frazier is 1 for 5 with four strikeouts while Marlon Byrd is 4 for 8. 

 

D.J. LeMahieu, batting .411 in a career high-tying 14-game hit streak, is 5 for 11 against Cueto. 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
Date  Transaction 

07/25/15  New York Mets optioned Danny Muno to Las Vegas 51s. 

New York Mets designated LF John Mayberry Jr. for assignment. 

07/24/15  Chicago White Sox traded 3B Conor Gillaspie to Los Angeles Angels for cash. 

Miami Marlins signed free agent RHP Tucker Simpson to a minor league contract. 

New York Mets transferred 3B David Wright from the 15-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Mild strain 

of the right hamstring 

Los Angeles Angels recalled Nick Tropeano from Salt Lake Bees. 

Atlanta Braves signed free agent RHP Steve Borkowski to a minor league contract. 

New York Yankees sent CF Slade Heathcott on a rehab assignment to Tampa Yankees. 

Colorado Rockies optioned Rex Brothers to Albuquerque Isotopes. 

Colorado Rockies activated LF Corey Dickerson from the 15-day disabled list. 

New York Mets transferred RHP Rafael Montero from the 15-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right 

rotator cuff inflammation 

Oakland Athletics optioned Arnold Leon to Nashville Sounds. 

Oakland Athletics recalled Angel Castro from Nashville Sounds. 

Houston Astros optioned L.J. Hoes to Fresno Grizzlies. 

Houston Astros activated LHP Scott Kazmir. 

Los Angeles Dodgers sent RHP Chris Hatcher on a rehab assignment to Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. 

Miami Marlins recalled Andre Rienzo from New Orleans Zephyrs. 

St. Louis Cardinals transferred RHP Matt Belisle from the 15-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right 

elbow inflammation 

Miami Marlins traded RHP Steve Cishek to St. Louis Cardinals for RHP Kyle Barraclough. 

Cleveland Indians recalled Jesus Aguilar from Columbus Clippers. 

Houston Astros sent Alex Presley outright to Fresno Grizzlies. 

Cleveland Indians optioned Kyle Crockett to Columbus Clippers. 

Kansas City Royals optioned Dusty Coleman to Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Kansas City Royals recalled Cheslor Cuthbert from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Miami Marlins signed free agent RHP Brandon Koch to a minor league contract. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled Josh Ravin from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers placed RHP Zack Greinke on the paternity list. 

Los Angeles Angels designated LHP Adam Wilk for assignment. 

New York Mets traded RHP John Gant and RHP Rob Whalen to Atlanta Braves for cash, 3B Juan Uribe and LF 

Kelly Johnson. 

Los Angeles Angels optioned Grant Green to Salt Lake Bees. 

New York Mets selected the contract of Michael Conforto from Binghamton Mets. 

New York Mets placed LF Michael Cuddyer on the 15-day disabled list retroactive to July 22, 2015. Bone bruise 

in his left knee 



Atlanta Braves sent 1B Freddie Freeman on a rehab assignment to GCL Braves. 


