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Ross takes no-no into 6th, loses footing in 7th 

Veteran returns to form, but Padres offer little offensive support 
 
By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- Tyson Ross has authored too good a comeback story this year for it to be 
wrecked by a couple of poor starts. 

And so, on Thursday night, Ross finished his first half with a bounce-back effort that seemed to 
represent his season as a whole. 

San Diego dropped its series finale with the Dodgers, 3-2, as Ross pitched 6 1/3 innings and 
allowed two runs on three hits. That line was particularly harsh on Ross, who carried a no-hitter 
into the sixth inning and only allowed the game's first run in the seventh on Andrew Toles jam-
shot into left field. 

For Ross, it was the latest strong showing in a first half that has completely revitalized his 
career. 

"Looking back at the last two years, it's crazy to be here, over 100 innings and feeling like 
myself again," Ross said. "I'm looking forward to a having a few days to rest up, and I'm looking 
forward to a strong second half." 

In December, the Padres signed Ross to a Minor League deal with no guarantees. He missed 
all of 2016 with a shoulder injury and spent the '17 season with Texas struggling as he worked 
his way back from thoracic outlet surgery. He was released in September. 

Ross came back with a vengeance this spring, winning a rotation spot and slowly becoming the 
Padres' best starting pitcher. He posted a 3.32 ERA through June, but that mark jumped by 
more than a full run in his first two starts this month. On Saturday in Arizona, Ross allowed eight 
runs over two innings in one of the worst starts of his career. 

As he's clearly done before, Ross responded with resilience. He tweaked his positioning on the 
rubber during his mid-week bullpen session. He made a couple of other minor mechanical 
adjustments. They paid dividends. 

"Coming into this thing this year, I didn't know what I was going to be, what kind of pitcher I was 
going to be, if I still had it in there," Ross said. "I just wanted to put my best foot forward during 
spring. I was able to make the team. Every time I take the hill, it's just a bonus for me right now." 

It's worth wondering how many more times Ross will take the hill at Petco Park. He will be a free 
agent this offseason and is viewed by many as a useful trade piece. After two poor starts, 
Thursday's outing served to reinforce his value. 

Ross didn't allow a hit until Joc Pederson's one-out double in the sixth, but he managed to 
escape that jam and returned for the seventh. With a runner on second and Toles at the plate, 
manager Andy Green sprung from the top step of the dugout. After a brief discussion with Ross, 

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/592808/andrew-toles
http://m.mlb.com/player/592626/joc-pederson
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he allowed his starter to continue. Moments later, Ross threw an inside fastball that jammed 
Toles. 

"Sometimes you execute, and they get enough of it," Ross said. "That's what happened tonight." 

Ross' night was done, and the Dodgers tacked on two more in the frame. The Padres' offense -- 
all of which came courtesy of Wil Myers' two-run double in the bottom of the inning -- was too 
little too late. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Scuffling Stammen: Righty reliever Craig Stammen followed Ross by hitting two batters and 
allowing two hits. Stammen owned a sub-2.00 ERA on June 24. In eight appearances since, 
he's allowed eight runs (seven earned) and 15 hits. On Thursday, Stammen found himself on 
the wrong end of some standard Chase Utley hijinks. With men on first and second in the 
seventh, Utley appeared to move his leg purposefully into a Stammen slider. He was awarded 
first base. 

"You don't get hit by pitches more than anyone else in baseball history if you don't have some 
savvy turns into baseballs from time to time," Green said. "It wasn't one of the most egregious 
ones I've seen, but it definitely looked like he created contact with the baseball." 

Myers left stranded: Myers' two-out rocket to right-center field put the Padres within one run in 
the bottom of the seventh. But Myers, who is hitting .358 with six homers in July, didn't make it 
past second base. Eric Hosmer -- as ice-cold as Myers is red-hot -- grounded to third base, 
ending the Padres' best chance to tie the game. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Freddy Galvis has made some brilliant plays at shortstop this season, but it'd be hard to find 
one better than what he pulled off with two outs in the top of the ninth. 

Pinch-hitter Justin Turner sent a cue shot up the middle. Galvis ranged to his left, made a 
sliding stop, and in one motion transferred the ball and threw to first -- all while rolling on his 
knees. 

HE SAID IT 
"I was looking for a fastball down the middle, and I was trying to hit it to right-center. That's how 
you hit. Every hitter in baseball, when they are hot, is looking for a fastball down the middle to 
do whatever they want with it. You just trust that your eyes and your hands will know what to do 
with it."-- Myers, on his two-run double 

UP NEXT 
Clayton Richard, coming off his shortest start in two months, gets the ball at Petco Park in 
Friday night's 7:10 PT series opener against the Cubs and right-hander Tyler Chatwood. 
Richard is on pace to become the first Padres pitcher to surpass 200 innings in three years, and 
he'll look to gobble up more against his former team. Chicago released Richard in July 2016, 
prompting his signing with San Diego two weeks later. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/400284/chase-utley
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/457759/justin-turner
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/543022/tyler-chatwood
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Lucchesi to pitch in Minors over All-Star break 

Rookie left-hander is likely to rejoin Padres in second half 

 

By AJ Cassavell 
 
SAN DIEGO -- When rookie left-handers Joey Lucchesi and Eric Lauer arrived in San Diego 
this April, they did so well ahead of schedule. The Padres were always up-front about that fact. 

If not for Dinelson Lamet's elbow injury on the final day of Spring Training, Lucchesi isn't in the 
Opening Day rotation. If not for Luis Perdomo's early struggles, Lauer doesn't earn a callup. 

There are challenges that come with those early arrivals, the most glaring being the need to limit 
workloads on two pitchers drafted only two years ago. In that regard, the Padres plan to use the 
All-Star break to their advantage. 

On Thursday, Lucchesi was optioned to Triple-A El Paso, a day after his final first-half start. It's 
not a performance-based move. The 25-year-old will almost certainly be recalled and merely 
pushed to the back off the rotation after the All-Star break. 

"Our expectation right now is that he's going to go down and have a Minor League start between 
now and his next Major League start," Green said. "We had every anticipation of pushing our 
younger guys to the backside of the rotation coming out of the break, and he's one of those 
guys. He'll have every opportunity to be in New York pitching for us, assuming he goes through 
the next 10 days healthy." 

Lucchesi's start in the Minors will likely be a shortened one, designed to "keep some rhythm with 
him and trying to find some rhythm in some instances," Green said. 

After missing a month with a right hip strain, Lucchesi's workload has been limited by default. 
Things are different for Lauer, who has pitched 93 2/3 innings between Triple-A and the Majors 
this season. He's already just 29 innings shy of last season's total mark. 

That said, Lauer has pitched so well lately that the Padres have been forced to alter their plans. 
Originally, the 23-year-old's start against the Dodgers on Tuesday was to be his last before the 
break -- giving him similar treatment to Lucchesi. 

Then the lefty came within one out of recording the first shutout by a Padres rookie since 2006. 
He owns a 2.33 ERA since the start of June. Now it seems likelier the Padres will limit Lauer's 
innings by giving him a breather late in the season instead, as he is set to start the first-half 
finale on Sunday. 

"We'll pick our times to ease off," Green said. "It doesn't have to be right at the All-Star break. 
He's been in too good a rhythm. ... We feel good about the way he feels and letting him pitch 
again, and [we'll] make a determination later on if we need to rest him." 

Green did acknowledge that Lauer won't be pushed on Sunday, as the Padres will be looking to 
get their relievers some game action before the four-day break. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
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"[Lauer] won't pitch into the eighth and the ninth this time," Green said. "I feel pretty certain 
saying that." 

Richard likely to open second half 
The Padres plan to finalize their second-half rotation plans in the next day or two, but Green 
noted it's likely that veteran left-hander Clayton Richard will get the ball on July 20 in 
Philadelphia -- the first game after the All-Star break. 

Richard owns a 4.50 ERA in 19 starts this season, and he'll wrap up his first half on Friday 
against the Cubs. The Padres signed him to a two-year extension in September, in large part so 
he could be the staff's workhorse -- limiting the burden on the bullpen and the youngsters. 

He's pitched six frames in 11 of his last 12 starts and is on pace to eclipse 200 innings easily. 

Lopez recalled 
With Lucchesi headed for El Paso, the Padres recalled catcher Raffy Lopez to provide some 
depth on their bench. Lopez's presence should allow the Padres to use A.J. Ellis as a pinch-
hitter, with some extra insurance behind starting catcher Austin Hedges. 

Lopez has spent the season moving between Triple-A and the Majors. In 34 games with the big 
league club, he's hitting .180/.263/.290. Lopez was packing to return from the Triple-A All-Star 
break when he got a late-night phone call on Wednesday. 

"You get used to it -- this is my role," Lopez said of the back-and-forth between levels. "At times 
it can be frustrating, and at times it's exciting. It's a call to the big leagues. That is still exciting." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/607257/raffy-lopez
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
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Predicting Padres' Trade Deadline strategy 

How deals in recent past could foretell moves this month 
 

By AJ Cassavell 
 
Three weeks from now, the makeup of the five National League West rosters could be decidedly 
different. 
 

With the non-waiver Trade Deadline fast approaching, MLB.com went back to the future to look 
at recent deals made by all five NL West clubs -- and how those moves might impact decision 
making between now and July 31. 

D-BACKS 
The deal: On Feb. 20, the D-backs traded Brandon Drury, Anthony Banda and two players to 
be named later in a three-team deal with the Rays and Yankees to acquire outfielder Steven 
Souza Jr.and Minor League pitcher Taylor Widener. 

How it matters for this year's team: Souza strained his right pectoral muscle in Spring 
Training and has spent most of the year on the disabled list. Now back, he is still looking to 
regain the form he showed with the Rays. Meanwhile, those prospects turned into Sam 
McWilliams and Colin Poche, who have been strong in Tampa Bay's system this season. 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: The D-backs are definitely buyers. But the Souza 
deal is the latest example of a trade that served to drain the farm system. With an already-thin 
crop of prospects, Arizona is hesitant to part with more inventory. (Plus, the loss of Banda dug 
into its starting-pitching depth.) 

DODGERS 
The deal(s): Los Angeles acquired Yu Darvish (in 2017), Rich Hill (in '16) and Alex Wood (in 
'15) leading up to the past three Trade Deadlines. 

What it has meant for this year's team: Darvish proved an expensive rental. Hill and Wood 
are still in the rotation, and they could play an important role in the Dodgers' quest for a sixth 
straight NL West title. Both have struggled at times this season, but they'll figure prominently if 
Los Angeles makes another push toward October. 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Clearly, the Dodgers aren't afraid to work out a deal 
for a big name -- which is why they've been linked to Manny Machado and Zach Britton of the 
Orioles. They will likely make multiple deals in the coming weeks, finding creative ways to move 
payroll and stay under the tax threshold. 

GIANTS 
The deal: Earlier this month, the Giants dealt Cory Gearrin, Austin Jackson and Jason Bahr 
to the Rangers for a player to be named later. 

What it has meant for this year's team: San Francisco lost two pieces from its roster, but both 
had struggled and neither was going to play much of role in the second half anyway. More than 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592273/brandon-drury
http://m.mlb.com/player/607455/anthony-banda
http://m.mlb.com/player/519306/steven-souza-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/519306/steven-souza-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/642203/taylor-widener
http://m.mlb.com/player/656726/sam-mcwilliams
http://m.mlb.com/player/656726/sam-mcwilliams
http://m.mlb.com/player/621363/colin-poche
http://m.mlb.com/player/506433/yu-darvish
http://m.mlb.com/player/448179/rich-hill
http://m.mlb.com/player/622072/alex-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
http://m.mlb.com/player/502154/zach-britton
http://m.mlb.com/player/518715/cory-gearrin
http://m.mlb.com/player/457706/austin-jackson
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anything, the Giants gave themselves some operating room under the Competitive Balance 
Tax threshold. 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Without Jackson and Gearrin, the Giants have room 
to maneuver before they hit the tax threshold. They'll conceivably be more active before the 
Deadline than many initially thought. Then again, San Francisco always takes an active 
approach toward the Deadline. They could use an outfield bat -- to upgrade from Jackson. The 
Giants could use a veteran reliever -- to upgrade from Gearrin. And now they have the financial 
flexibility to do so. 

PADRES 
The deal: At last year's Deadline, the Padres sent starter Trevor Cahill and relievers Ryan 
Buchterand Brandon Maurer to the Royals for Matt Strahm, Esteury Ruiz and Travis Wood. 

What it has meant for this year's team: Strahm is cementing himself as an integral part of San 
Diego's future pitching staff -- though it's uncertain whether that's as a starter or a reliever. He 
owns a 2.67 ERA in 17 appearances -- including five starts. Ruiz, meanwhile, is the Padres' No. 
11 prospect and has held his own as a 19-year-old infielder at Class A Fort Wayne. 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Closer Brad Hand was available at last year's 
Deadline, too, but San Diego set a high price, and he wasn't moved. If the same thing happens 
in 2018, it's entirely possible we see a repeat of the Deadline deal last summer. Like Cahill, the 
Padres have a solid righty starting option in Tyson Ross. Like Buchter and Maurer, they have 
relief weapons available in Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen. If the Friars create a package of 
multiple pitchers, it could fetch them a nice return -- like it did a season ago. 

ROCKIES 
The deal: A year ago, the Rockies swung two trades in the span of a week, netting 
catcher Jonathan Lucroy from the Rangers and reliever Pat Neshek from the Phillies. The key 
pieces in both trades were young, controllable prospects. 

What it has meant for this year's team: Lucroy is with Oakland, Neshek is back with 
Philadelphia, and Colorado is two prospects lighter. (But the duo did help lift the Rockies to their 
first postseason berth in eight years.) 

What it tells us about the next 19 days: Colorado hasn't yet decided whether it's a buyer or a 
seller this summer. But general manager Jeff Bridich has established a philosophy for both 
possibilities. If the Rockies continue to push toward contention, a similar trade or two might be in 
the works. If they fall too far back in the NL West, they'll look to replenish the prospects they lost 
at last year's Deadline. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/glossary/transactions/competitive-balance-tax
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/transactions/competitive-balance-tax
http://m.mlb.com/player/502239/trevor-cahill
http://m.mlb.com/player/488748/ryan-buchter
http://m.mlb.com/player/488748/ryan-buchter
http://m.mlb.com/player/543506/brandon-maurer
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/665923/esteury-ruiz
http://m.mlb.com/player/475243/travis-wood
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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Hoffman turned All-Star Games into family affairs 

Tony Gwynn only Padre to appear in more All-Star Games 
 

By Bill Center 
 
It was the eve of the 1999 All-Star Game and a packed house was watching the Home Run 
Derby at Fenway Park. 
      
But Trevor Hoffman was in the shower room of the visiting clubhouse playing his own version of 
Home Run Derby with two of his three young sons. 
      
Trevor Hoffman's favorite All-Star Game memories are not exactly what one would expect. 
      
Yes, there is the thrill of having your named announced and tipping your cap to an adoring 
crowd. There is the experience of being surrounded by the other greats of the game. 
      
"Being selected for the National League All-Star team was always an incredible honor and 
experience," Hoffman said recently. "You are representing your team and your city in a classic 
event. It is one of the ultimate experiences in baseball. The pregame introductions choke you 
up." 
      
But Hoffman's best memories of his All-Star Game experiences involve his family more than 
baseball . . . with one exception. 
      
"The Boston experience in 1999 was hard to top," said Hoffman. "It was the All-Century team at 
Fenway Park with the return of Ted Williams. That was the All-Star Game of Ted and Tony 
Gwynn. Ted was holding court. The game revolved around Ted and what Ted wanted to do. It 
was great." 
      
But even then, one of Trevor's top recollections from Boston was playing Home Run Derby with 
two of his three sons. "I can't even say how we first got there," said Hoffman. "But there we 
were. They were so small and just having the time of their lives." 
      
Trevor and Tracy also have pictures of the three boys with Hoffy's mother Mikki in the outfield at 
Fenway Park.     
      
"Those are the best memories," said Hoffman. 
      
Now, fast forward to Atlanta a year later. Major League Baseball was celebrating families -- 
players, their wives and children were spread around the infield. Brody was almost four. Quinn 
was almost three. Tracy was holding Wyatt, who was just over a year old. The Hoffmans are 
situated where the second baseman usually plays during the game. 
      
"The National Anthem is playing and I look down and Brody and Quinn are digging this hole," 
Trevor recalled. "All I'm thinking about is if there's a bad hop during the game . . . it's a serious 
hole." 
      
Fast forward again to 2009 and St. Louis and Hoffman's final All-Star Game as a member of the 
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Milwaukee Brewers. It is the Home Run Derby again, and the three Hoffman boys are on the 
field supplying water and towels to the participants. 
      
"They had the greatest time," said Trevor. "Made me stop and think back to a decade earlier 
and playing Home Run Derby in the showers at Fenway Park." 
      
Six of Hoffman's seven trips to the All-Star Game came as a Padre. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mlb.com/gameday/530803
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/530803
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Tyson Ross gives Padres win 
in loss to Dodgers 

Kevin Acee 

Thursday was big for Tyson Ross, perhaps bigger for the Padres. 

No, there was no no-no. There wasn’t even a victory, as the Padres lost 3-2 in the 

finale of a four-game series against the Dodgers. 

Considering the global theme of this Padres season, however, those were the only 

distinctions that could have made the night better. 

The importance of the game from the perspective of a team 12½ games out of first 

place and in the market for prospects was that Ross returned to being the pitcher who 

a month ago was at least intriguing enough to other teams that they were monitoring 

him for a possible trade. 

After allowing 15 runs over his past two starts – 14 of those in the last five innings he 

had pitched – the 31-year-old right-hander on Thursday did not allow a hit until there 

was one out in the sixth inning. 

Ross followed that double by Joc Pederson with two outs. He then got the first out of 

the seventh before Chris Taylor doubled and Andrew Toles followed with an RBI 

single. 

Ross (5-8) was pulled having thrown 101 pitches. When Toles scored off reliever Craig 

Stammen, who would hit two batters and give up what would be the deciding run 

while getting just one out, Ross ended up charged with two runs. 

That was six fewer runs in 4 1/3 more innings than he had allowed five days earlier in 

Arizona. 

“He was very much himself today,” manager Andy Green said. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/andrew-toles-PESPTF00828-topic.html
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Ross’ slider, in particular, was sharper on Thursday. That’s the pitch more than any 

other that has helped him through 11 quality starts among the 19 he has made this 

season. 

A simple slide back toward the first-base side of the rubber, courtesy of pitching 

coach Darren Balsley, allowed Ross to more fully extend on his way to the plate, 

which brought back the bite. 

“A couple inches over was all it took to get back on track,” he said. “Everything was 

better. I was able to get fastball arm-side elevated and better feel for the breaking ball 

out of that position. Sometimes it doesn’t take much to get back on track.” 

The Padres, who have scored just 40 runs while Ross has been in games this season, 

got both of theirs after he left Thursday – on Wil Myers’ two-out double in the bottom 

of the seventh, which scored Austin Hedges and Franmil Reyes. 

Thursday was the second time this season Ross went at least five innings without 

allowing a hit. 

He got within four outs of the Padres’ first-ever no-hitter on April 20 in Arizona 

before giving up a double. That was as far as a Padres pitcher had taken a no-hitter 

since 2014. 

More significant at this point, with him having the potential of at least two starts after 

the upcoming All-Star break and before the July 31 trade deadline, Ross’ game was a 

win for the Padres. 

Ross has not shied from the reality of his possibly being traded. For him, though, 

Thursday was more of a relief. 

“To be able to get out there and pitch into the seventh and feel like you’re in control of 

the game once again, you feel good walking away from that one,” he said. “It was a 

tough loss for the team. But for me, it was a step in the right direction after the 

previous two outings.” 

 
 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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Padres notes: Stammen runs 
into Utley; Lauer's limit; Lyles' 
rehab 

 
Kevin Acee 

Craig Stammen relies on precision, and he has not been precise of late. 

But the Padres right-hander wasn’t complaining about one pitch that might not have 

had the result it did Thursday night – if Chase Utley was not the one at the plate for 

the Dodgers. 

Stammen entered the game in place of starter Tyson Ross with the Padres trailing 1-0 

and a runner on first base with one out in the seventh inning. 

After a two-seam fastball got away from Stammen and grazed the jersey of Enrique 

Hernandez, Stammen got up 0-2 on Utley before the 15-year veteran bent his back leg 

to lean into a slider that was a touch inside. The ball grazed Utley’s thigh just above 

the knee and caromed into catcher Austin Hedge’s glove. 

Utley trotted to first base. 

“It’s frustrating,” Stammen said. “I feel like I made some pretty decent pitches. The 

hit batters, a little unlucky on those. … He definitely stuck his knee out. But he’s 

trying to get on base. He’s an old-school player. I respect how he plays the game.” 

Pinch-hitter Matt Kemp followed with a single that scored one run, and Joc 

Pederson’s single drove in what stood as the deciding run in a 3-2 Dodgers victory. 

Stammen had never hit two batters in the same game in 329 major league 

appearances, which includes 38 starts. If it had to happen, it wasn’t all that surprising 

that the second one came against Utley, whose 201 hit by pitches are eighth all-time 

and 75 more than the active player who has been hit the second-most times (Shin-

soo Choo). 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-utley-PESPT000010473-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/shin-soo-choo-PESPT000009973-topic.html
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“You don’t get hit by pitches more than pretty much everybody in baseball if you don’t 

have some savvy and know how to turn into baseballs,” said Padres manager Andy 

Green, who unsuccessfully implored home plate umpire Jordan Baker to ask for help 

on the play. 

More troubling for the Padres is that one of their most reliable relievers, one who 

depends on throwing where he needs to, has been a little off of late. 

Stammen has not been crazy wild but has missed by enough often enough that he has 

allowed eight runs (seven earned) in his past eight games, which encompass 8 1/3 

innings. He has also allowed his past two inherited runners to score. 

“I’ve got to keep doing what I can do, maybe mix up my pitches a little more — 

sequences, stuff like that,” said Stammen, whose ERA has risen 1.09 points to 3.05 

over those eight games. “I had such a good stretch of things going well. There was 

bound to be a time where things weren’t going very well. So I’ve got to keep my head 

up and stick it out. Hopefully it will change for the rest of the year.” 

Lauer power 

Rookie Eric Lauer, coming off the longest (and arguably best) outing by a Padres 

pitcher this season, will not be given the freedom to go into the All-Star break by 

doing so again. 

“He's not going to throw 100-plus pitches on Sunday,” Green said. “We'll throttle him 

back to a degree, but we feel good about the way he feels and letting him pitch again. 

He won't pitch into the eighth inning. I feel pretty certain in saying that. It will be one 

of those starts where if he's perfect through five innings he doesn't have a chance to 

throw a perfect game. We're going to make sure we don't push him too hard on that 

last day before the break.” 

Not long ago, the Padres were considering not even starting Lauer on Sunday in order 

to give him even more time off. The 23-year-old is in just his second full season of 

pitching professionally. 
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Lauer, who has pitched 75 2/3 innings this season, threw 122 2/3 innings between 

Single-A and Double-A last season. 

Extra bases 

• Jordan Lyles will throw a simulated game at Petco Park on Saturday and is 

expected to make a rehab start for El Paso during the All-Star break with the 

hope he can rejoin the rotation shortly after that. Lyles went on the disabled list 

May 24 with elbow inflammation. 

• Wil Myers’ seventh-inning double drove in both Padres runs. He has an RBI in 

all but three of the Padres’ past 12 games and 16 RBI in that span. The Padres 

have scored 39 runs and have 37 total RBIs in those 12 games. Myers was 3-for-

4 with two doubles Thursday and is batting .357/.429/.857 over his past 15 

games. 

• Hedges was 1-for-3 with a walk Thursday and is 5-for-9 in the past three games. 

He has raised his batting average 59 points to .224, his on-base percentage 62 

points to .286 and his slugging percentage 101 points to .379 by batting 

.351/.415/.595 over his past 12 games. 

• Reliever Bryan Mitchell will throw his third bullpen session since going on the 

DL (elbow). If all goes well, as it has been, he is expected to make a rehab start 

during the break. It is not known what the course of action will be when the 

right-hander is healthy, especially considering the team’s inclination to see a 

number of younger pitchers in the season’s final months. 

• Eric Hosmer was hitless in four at-bats. He is 14-for-95 over his past 23 games. 

He has 25 strikeouts and five walks in that span. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Minors Jorge Ona's power 
down in Lake Elsinore 

 
Jeff Sanders 
 

Of their indulgences into the Cuban market, Jorge Ona brought a rare tool to 

the Padres’ farm system at the time: A power bat (although his throwing arm is quite 

strong too). 

On Thursday, that power was on display. 

It just hasn’t happened all that often this year, his first in the California League. 

The 21-year-old Ona hit his fourth home run in high Single-A Lake Elsinore’s 8-4 

loss to visiting Inland Empire, his first home run since May 14. 

The blast drove in three runs, pushing his RBI total to 26 in 67 games with the Storm 

(43-49). Ona is hitting .237/.289/.369 with 76 strikeouts in that span. 

The 6-foot, 220-pound Ona – who signed for $7 million in 2016 and is ranked No. 16 

in the system by MLB.com – has missed time this year due to a small fracture in his 

nose. He hit 11 home runs in 107 games last year at low Single-A Fort Wayne, where 

he hit .277/.351/.405. 

Right-hander Reggie Lawson (3.52) struck out four and allowed four runs – three 

earned – on nine hits and a walk in five innings in the start. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (50-41) 

• Reno 8, Chihuahuas 2: LHP Jerry Keel (1-1, 6.55) struck ut four but allowed 

five runs on seven hits – including three homers – and three walks in five 

innings as El Paso returned from its all-star break. CF Matt Szczur (.500) 

went 2-for-4 with an RBI in his El Paso debut, 3B Cory Spangenberg (.290) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_inlafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_inlafa_lesafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_renaaa_elpaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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went 1-for-4 with a double and a run scored and RF Forrestt Allday (.318) hit 

his third homer. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (12-9, 44-46) 

• Cedar Rapids 6, TinCaps 2: RHP Mason Thompson (6-6, 5.02) struck out 

four and allowed four runs – three earned – on seven hits in four innings in the 

start. 1B Jalen Washington (.239) went 2-for-3 with an RBI and a walk and 

3B Luis Almanzar (.180) went 1-for-4 with an RBI double. CF Jeisson 

Rosario (.283) went 2-for-4 and LF Robbie Podorksy (.358) went 1-for-4 

and stole his 20thbase. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (13-14) 

• Hillsboro 9, Dust Devils 5: RHP Cole Bellinger (1-3, 6.30) struck out five but 

allowed six runs in three innings in the start. CF Grant Little (.333) went 1-

for-5 in his return from a jammed thumb. DH Owen Miller (.350), SS Olivier 

Basabe(.306) and 3B Kelvin Alarcon (.224) each had two hits. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (6-12) 

• Padres 5, Giants 0: RHP Edwuin Bencomo (2-1, 3.00) struck out three over 

four shutout innings in relief after RHP Luarbert Arias (2.12) struck out four 

over four shutout innings in the start. 3B Luis Guzman (.286) and 

RF Augustin Ruiz(.224) both drove in a run on two hits, including Ruiz’s 

sixth double. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (10-10) 

• Giants 8, Padres 2 (7): LHP Trent Shelton (2-1, 3.86) struck out three but 

allowed four runs in two innings in relief in the loss. C Luis Roman (.346) 

went 2-for-2 with an RBI and a walk and 1B Jason Pineda (.348) went 1-for-1 

with an RBI, two walks and a run scored. 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_ftwafx_cedafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_triasx_hilasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_giarok_pdrrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_gntrok_sdprok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb


  

 17 

• Padres 8, Giants 0 (7): 3B Elvis Sabala (.297) hit his second homer, doubled 

and drove in four runs and DH Sean Guilbe (.250) went 2-for-3 with a 

double, an RBI and a walk. LHP Gabriel Morales (1.54) struck out seven over 

four shutout innings of one-hit ball before RHP Luis Eusebio (1-1, 5.93) 

closed the game with five strikeouts over three shutout innings. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (20-15) 

• Orioles 2, Padres 1: LHP Manuel Partida (1-2, 2.35) struck out six but 

allowed two runs on six hits in five innings in the loss. LF Cristian 

Heredia (.242) went 1-for-4 with an RBI double. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.milb.com/scoreboard/index.jsp?sid=milb&org=135&ymd=20180712
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_07_12_dparok_dorrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Trade talk doesn't faze All-
Star Brad Hand one bit 

 
Jeff Sanders 

At least Brad Hand’s too-good-to-be-true story provided a diversionary line of 

questioning when he set up camp for nearly an hour on the Marlins Park warning 

track for All-Star Game media day last year. 

This year, he is not a castaway from the host city. He is not making a triumphant 

return home. 

The Padres’ 28-year-old closer will be an elephant in a room full of reporters at the 

All-Star Game next week in Washington, perhaps the most-coveted asset in General 

Manager A.J. Preller’s cupboard with roughly two weeks left before the non-waiver 

trade deadline. 

Hand is prepared for the coming barrage, but media beware … 

“They’d get a better answer if they asked A.J.,” Hand said with a smirk. “Maybe I can 

sit him next to me, and he can answer them.” 

The still-developing trade market seems to be teetering on whether the Yankees, 

Dodgers, Brewers or some dark-horse team pries Manny Machado from the Orioles. 

Sooner or later, the focus will shift toward available relievers, and Hand — for a 

number of reasons — represents another opportunity for Preller to net the sort of 

bounty that he received for the first All-Star closer he flipped. 

Craig Kimbrel, though, had $25 million left on his contract when the Red Sox sent 

Manuel Margot, Carlos Asuaje, Logan Allen and Javy Guerra to San Diego. It’s not out 

of the question, then, to think that the return for Hand — making $4 million this year 

and owed $15 million over the next two seasons — could at least approach that haul 

even without Kimbrel’s much longer track record. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-all-star-game-EVSPR000174-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/boston-red-sox-ORSPT000005-topic.html
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Yes, Hand has been that good for the last two years. 

Among major league relievers, only Kimbrel (184) and the Yankees’ Dellin 

Betances(169) have more strikeouts than Hand’s 168 since the start of 2017, his first 

All-Star campaign. He has thrown more innings (122) than all but four relievers over 

that span, fashioning a 2.42 ERA while saving 45 games. 

His 25 saves this year are the second-most in the National League. 

“Brad’s been unbelievable for us since we acquired him,” Padres manager Andy Green 

said. “To be a two-time All-Star says last year wasn’t an aberration. It says last year is 

who I am. This year is who I am. I’m an All-Star pitcher. I think the game views him 

that way. He’s earned that.” 

And because he’s earned it on a team that has been under .500 since the day after 

opening day, in an organization that has pushed its contention window to 2020-2021, 

because his January contract extension did not come with a no-trade clause, the 

rumor mill comes with the territory. 

Hand understands that as much as anyone. 

“It doesn’t bother me,” Hand said. “I hear the rumors. I’m aware of them. I 

understand it’s a part of it all. I realize I’m probably going to get a lot of it (at the All-

Star Game).” 

In that regard, the demeanor that makes Hand so effective at the back of a bullpen 

will be helpful when he heads to Washington next week. 

“Brotato,” the name Hand randomly chose for the back of his jersey during Players 

Weekend last year, has a short-term memory. Whatever edge he has on a mound 

washes off his back the moment he crosses the first base line. Few things, if anything, 

rattle him. 

Trade talk, least of all. 

“He just doesn’t really care,” lockermate Kirby Yates said. “Like in a good way. He’s 

just, like, ‘Whatever.’ ” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dellin-betances-PESPT0015116-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dellin-betances-PESPT0015116-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
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Added reliever Craig Stammen: “He’s pretty good at being where his feet are.” 

And right now, that’s in the back of the Padres’ bullpen — a pretty good one at that. 

That’s all he’s really concerned with. 

“None of us know if anything is going to happen,” Hand said. “None of us know if 

there’s a better chance of so and so getting traded. I saw an article that said 

something about our whole bullpen getting traded. There were like five guys named 

in it that were getting traded. 

“That’s a credit to how well we’ve been pitching down there. Other teams look at our 

bullpen and want pieces of it.” 
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Padres option Joey 
Lucchesi, recall Raffy Lopez 

Kevin Acee 

Rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi, who was not going to pitch again before the All-

Star break, has been optioned to Triple-A El Paso. 

The move allowed the Padres to recall catcher Raffy Lopez, a left-handed bat off the 

bench. The Padres could also add a bullpen arm if needed during Lucchesi’s absence. 

Lucchesi will start in El Paso, likely Wednesday, and start for the Padres in their 

second series after the break, July 23 or 24 in New York against the Mets. 

The 25-year-old Lucchesi allowed three runs (two earned) and took 91 pitches to get 

through four innings in a 4-2 loss to the Dodgers on Wednesday night. But he was 

coming off three starts in which he gave up two runs over 14 1/3 innings. In fact, the 

only two innings Lucchesi has allowed runs in his past four starts were in 

Wednesday’s third inning and in the sixth inning Friday at Arizona. 

He has a 3.34 ERA in 67 1/3 innings (14 starts) this season. 

“I think as much as anything this is about keeping some rhythm, trying to find some 

rhythm in some instances,” manager Andy Green said. “… It gives him an opportunity 

to toe the rubber, get after it and pitch aggressively. There's every anticipation we'll 

see him shortly thereafter.” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-mets-ORSPT000201-topic.html
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Stripling, Dodgers beat Ross, Padres 3-
2 to take 3 of 4 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- Ross Stripling got past the San Diego Padres despite not having his best stuff and 
now can look forward to his first All-Star Game. 
 
And his defending NL champion Los Angeles Dodgers grabbed sole possession of first place in 
the NL West for the first time this season, by a half-game over the Arizona Diamondbacks, after 
beating San Diego 3-2 on Thursday night. 
The Dodgers spent much of April and May in fourth place. They were tied for first on July 5, an 
off day. 

"It beats being in second place," manager Dave Roberts said. "Outside of that, we're going to 
focus on the Angels and try to finish these next three games out with wins. We made it a little 
tough on ourselves early but we righted the ship. But we've got a long way to go." 

Andrew Toles broke a scoreless tie with an RBI single off Tyson Ross in the seventh inning and 
the Dodgers took three of four from the last-place Padres. 
 
Stripling (8-2) held the Padres to six hits in six scoreless innings, struck out five and walked one. 
He was added to the NL All-Star roster Wednesday in place of St. Louis right-hander Miles 
Mikolas, who is scheduled to start Sunday. 
 
"I watched Mookie Betts hit a grand slam today, so I'll try not to throw that pitch," Stripling 
joked. "But yeah, looking forward to it. Now I can get this one behind me and worry about 
getting my family to D.C. and my wife and some friends and get some logistics figured out." 
 
He said his outing "was just kind of a battle. I feel they put together a bunch of ABs; definitely 
was not missing a bunch of barrels. Little bit of luck on my end tonight. Overall, we'll take it." 

Stripling said it'll be more important if the Dodgers are still in first place on Sunday. 

"If we can be in first place in three days heading into the All-Star break, that's a good feeling," he 
said. "Obviously the Diamondbacks have put a good season together, but we've been grinding 
along with them and able to hold our heads and get into first place is cool." 

Ross (5-8) took a one-hit shutout into the seventh before it fell apart. Chris Taylor doubled with 
one out and manager Andy Green came out to check on the big right-hander. Green let Ross stay 
in, but he allowed Toles' single on his 101st pitch and was pulled. 
 
"Sometimes you execute and they get enough of it, and that's what happened tonight," Ross said. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32789/ross-stripling
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/lad/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33222/andrew-toles
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30099/tyson-ross
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32116/miles-mikolas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32116/miles-mikolas
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33039/mookie-betts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32900/chris-taylor
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"He was really good tonight," Green said. "He threw the ball great. Got pitches in all day when he 
wanted to. Slider was back, had some depth and bite to it. Got some punch-outs again. He was 
very much himself today. ... I hate that it ended that way for him today, but he was really good." 

Craig Stammen loaded the bases by hitting Enrique Hernandez and Chase Utleywith pitches before 
pinch-hitter Matt Kemp, voted to start in the All-Star Game, singled to bring in Toles. Hernandez 
was thrown out trying to score from second. Joc Pederson followed with an RBI single. 
 
All-Star closer Kenley Jansen pitched the ninth for his 26th save. 
 
San Diego's Wil Myers hit a two-run double off Scott Alexander with two outs in the seventh. The 
runs were charged to Daniel Hudson, who walked Austin Hedges leading off the inning and then 
allowed a single to pinch-hitter Franmil Reyes before making way for Alexander. 
 
Ross no doubt boosted his trade value after two rough starts. He has been rumored to be on the 
trading block, along with All-Star closer Brad Hand. Ross allowed two runs and three hits, struck 
out five and walked three. 
 
ROSTER MOVE 

The Padres optioned rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi to Triple-A El Paso and recalled catcher 
Raffy Lopez. That will allow Lucchesi to make a minor league start during the All-Star break and 
then it's expected he'll be recalled and put in the back end of the rotation. He lasted only four 
innings in a 4-2 loss Wednesday night. 
 
UP NEXT 

Dodgers: RHP Walker Buehler (4-2, 3.44 ERA) is scheduled to start the opener of the second 
round of the Freeway Series against the Angels at Dodger Stadium on Friday night. It'll be his 
first start since being placed on the 10-day DL with right ribcage soreness on June 29. The 
Angels will go with Felix Pena (1-0, 3.63). 
 
Padres: LHP Clayton Richard (7-8, 4.50) starts the opener of a three-game series against 
the Chicago Cubs, who counter with RHP Tyler Chatwood (3-5, 5.01). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31358/enrique-hernandez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5383/chase-utley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28476/matt-kemp
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31392/joc-pederson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29630/kenley-jansen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33123/scott-alexander
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30376/daniel-hudson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33339/franmil-reyes
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39251/walker-buehler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34920/felix-pena
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29195/clayton-richard
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/chc/chicago-cubs
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30564/tyler-chatwood
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#PadresOnDeck: Urías 2-for-5 in 

Triple-A All-Star Game; Patiño 

Works Five Scoreless Innings for 

Fort Wayne 
By Bill Center 

El Paso second baseman Luis Urías was 2-for-5 with a RBI and two 
runs scored Wednesday night to help the Pacific Coast League to 12–7 
victory over the International League in the Triple-A All-Star Game in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

Right-handed pitcher Brett Kennedy, the Chihuahuas’ other 
representative in the game, allowed three runs on four hits in an inning. 

Meanwhile, right-handed starter Luis Patiño, the Padres’ №24 
prospect, allowed three hits and two walks with five strikeouts in five 
scoreless innings for Single-A Fort Wayne Wednesday. He improved to 
3–3 with a 2.28 ERA. 

Center fielder Edward Olivares, the Padres’ №18 prospect, was 2-for-
4 with his seven homer, a walk, two stolen bases and two runs scored for 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore, raising his batting average to .273. 

Third baseman Luis Almanzar, the Padres’ №25 prospect, was 1-for-3 
for Fort Wayne with a home run, a walk, two RBIs and two runs scored. 

Top games Wednesday by prospects outside the top-30: 
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— Left fielder Nate Easley (.270) was 3-for-5 with a homer, two RBIs 
and two runs scored for Lake Elsinore. First baseman Brad 
Zunica (.245) hit his 12th homer in two at-bats for the Storm with two 
walks, two RBIs and two runs scored. 

— Second baseman Kelvin Melean (.600) was 3-for-4 with a double, a 
RBI and a run scored for Fort Wayne. 

El Paso comes out of the All-Star break Thursday with a number of 
changes. Outfielder Franmil Reyes, catcher Raffy Lopez and right-
handed reliever Phil Maton have been recalled by the Padres. 
Infielder Cory Spangenberg, right-handed starter Walker 
Lockett and right-handed reliever Kazuhisa Makita have been 
optioned by the Padres to El Paso while outfielder Matt Szczur was 
outrighted to the Chihuahuas. Catcher A.J. Kennedy was transferred 
to El Paso from Tri-City and right-handed reliever Eric Johnson was 
promoted to San Antonio. Right-handed reliever Caleb Boushley was 
returned to Fort Wayne. 

In other moves, All-Star outfielder Buddy Reed was promoted to San 
Antonio from Lake Elsinore while right-handed starter Jacob Nix was 
activated from the Missions’ disabled list. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (50–40): The Chihuahuas were off Wednesday for 
the Triple-A All-Star break. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (10–8, 52–36): FRISCO 4, Missions 3 — Nix 
(1.95 ERA) allowed four runs (three earned) on nine hits with no walks 
or strikeouts in four innings to take the loss. Reed was 0-for-4 in his 
Double-A debut. RHP T.J Weir (3.07) followed Nix and pitched a 
perfect inning. RHP Jesse Scholtens (2.53) allowed three hits and a 
walk with a strikeout in a three scoreless innings. SS Fernando Tatis 
Jr. (.290) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 3B Ty France (.260) hit a two-
run homer in four at-bats. DH Taylor Kohlwey (.248) was 2-for-3 with 
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a run scored. 1B Kyle Overstreet (.265) was 2-for-4. LF Josh 
Naylor (.315) and 2B Peter Van Gansen (.261) were each 1-for-4. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (9–12, 43–48): STORM 10, 
Inland Empire 4 — Starting RHP Pedro Avila (5–6, 4.08 ERA) allowed 
three runs on eight hits and two walks with four strikeouts over six 
innings to get the win. RHP Blake Rogers (2.93) allowed a run on four 
hits with three strikeouts in two innings. RHP Dauris Valdez (4.42) 
struck out two in a perfect inning. C Marcus Greene Jr. (.259) was 1-
for-3 with a RBI and two runs scored. DH Allen Córdoba (.181) had a 
double in an at-bat with a walk. 2B Eguy Rosario (.251) had a two-run 
double in five at-bats. SS Chris Baker (.227) was 1-for-4 with a stolen 
base and a RBI. RF Jorge Oña (.236) was 1-for-3. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (12–8, 44–45): TinCaps 8, CEDAR RAPIDS 
4 — RHP Austin Smith (3.18) followed Patiño and allowed four runs on 
five hits in 1 2/3 innings. RHP Evan Miller (2.16) allowed a hit and a 
walk with three strikeouts in 1 1/3 innings. LHP Travis Radke (2.12) 
allowed a hit with a strikeout in a scoreless inning. 2B Gabriel 
Arias (.215) followed Almanzar and Melean, going 2-for-5 with a double 
and two runs scored. CF Jeisson Rosario (.279) and LF Robbie 
Podorsky (.361) were both 1-for-4 with a walk and a run scored. 
RF Tirso Ornelas (.258) was 1-for-5 with a run scored. C Luis 
Campusano (.275) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. DH Esteury Ruiz(.254) 
was 1-for-5 with a RBI. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (13–13): HILLSBORO 11, Dust 
Devils 0 — SS Olivier Basabe (.293) was 1-for-3 with a double. 
SS Owen Miller(.347) was 1-for-2. CF Tre Carter (.203) was 1-for-3. 
CF Tre Carter (.203) was 1-for-3. RF Aldemar Burgos (.293) and 
2B Luke Becker (.246) were each 1-for-4. Starting RHP Adrian 
Martinez (1–2, 7.23 ERA) allowed four runs (three earned) on 10 hits 
and a walk with two strikeouts in five innings. RHP Diomar 
Lopez (3.09) allowed three runs on three hits and a walk with four 
strikeouts in 1 2/3 innings. RHP Gabe Mosser (4.63) allowed four run 
on five hits and two walks with a strikeout in an inning. RHP Spencer 
Kulman (0.00) retired the only hitter he faced. 
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DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (20–14): PADRES 14–5, 
Reds 5–6–3B Victor Nova (.246) was 2-for-4 with a homer, four RBIs 
and two runs scored. 1B Julio De La Cruz (.190) was 3-for-3 with a 
walk and a RBI. RF Junior Perez (.143) was 3-for-7 with a double, a 
triple, a walk, a RBI and two runs scored. 2B Luis Paez (.231) was 3-
for-7 with a double, a walk, a RBI and two runs scored. 1B Emmanuel 
Guerra (.213) was 2-for-3 with a double, a walk, two RBIs and a run 
scored. RHP Mauricio Rodriguez (2.05 ERA) started the game the 
Padres won and allowed two runs on five hits and two walks with a 
strikeout in three innings. RHP Jesus Cisneros (4.66) started the 
other game and allowed two unearned runs on three hits with three 
strikeouts in five innings. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (5–12): Padres 6, REDS 3 (suspended after four innings, 
lightning) — DH Nick Gatewood (.315) was 3-for-3 with two homers. 
C Michael Cantu(.200) was 2-for-2 with a double and three RBIs. 
CF Jawuan Harris (.197) was 2-for-3 with a triple and a run scored. 
1B Carlos Luis (.270) and LF Jacquez Williams (.231) were each 2-
for-3 with a run scored. Starting RHP Efrain Contreras allowed three 
runs on five hits and two walks with six strikeouts in four innings. 

PADRES-2 (9–9): PADRES 12, Mariners 1 (called after five innings, 
lightning) — C Luis Roman (.292) had two homers in four at-bats for 
five RBIs. DH Jonny Homza (.245) had a homer in three at-bats with 
two RBIs and two runs scored. 3B Sean Guilbe (.222) had a homer in 
three at-bats with a walk. LF Blinger Perez (.276) was 2-for-3. 
2B Tucupita Marcano (.387) was 1-for-3 with a walk, a RBI and two 
runs scored. CF Hunter Jarmon (.231) had a double in two at-bats 
with a walk and two runs scored. RF Payton Smith(.097) was 1-for-2 
with a walk and two runs scored. Starting RHP Michell Miliano (1–1, 
7.62) allowed a run on two hits and a walk with six strikeouts in four 
innings. 
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Andy’s Address, 7/12 

Andy Addresses Lucchesi’s option, Lopez’s return 

and Ross, Lyles and Mitchell 

By Bill Center 

Prior to Thursday night’s finale of the four-game series with the 
Dodgers, the Padres optioned starting pitcher Joey Lucchesi to Triple-
A El Paso and recalled catcher Raffy Lopez from the Chihuahuas. 

“In Joey’s case, this is probably more procedural than anything else,” said 
Padres manager Andy Green. “He missed six weeks, so we’re kind of 
going to keep him going through the All-Star break and let him throw 
three or four innings on a rehab-type outing with El Paso.” 

“Assuming he comes out of that feeling healthy, I don’t expect this to be a 
long separation from the Major League club. Our expectation is that he’s 
going to go down and have a minor league start before his next Major 
League start (projected to be July 23–24). We have every expectation of 
pushing our younger guys to the back end of the rotation coming out of 
the break and he’s one of those guys who is projected to be pitching for 
us assuming he goes through the next 10 days healthy.” 

“Unlike Eric, Joey had a long break (missing five weeks on the disabled 
list). And this is mostly about keeping his rhythm as well and trying to 
find some rhythm in certain situations. We’re not going to ask him to go 
deep into any ballgame by any stretch. Whether it’s a four-inning start, 
we’ll see how it goes . . . it’s just the opportunity to toe the rubber again, 
go after it and pitch aggressively.” 

Green said Lopez was recalled to give us another bat off the bench . . . “it 
gives us the opportunity if we need to pinch hit a little bit more 
aggressively than we have at times.” 
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Green hasn’t identified his rotation order coming out of the All-Star 
break but hinted strongly that Clayton Richard will start the second-
half opener in Philadelphia followed by Tyson Ross. The first half will 
end with Clayton Richard, Luis Perdomo and Eric Lauer. 

Green turned to Thursday night’s series finale against the Dodgers and 
Padres’ starter Tyson Ross. The right-handed veteran has given up 15 
runs on 14 hits and five walks with only two strikeouts over seven 
innings in his past two starts — with his ERA shooting up to 4.41 from 
3.32. 

“Ross just needs to get back to who he’s been,” said Green. “The good 
thing about Tyson is he’s felt good physically. I think the arm is working 
the way he wants it to. There’s been no velocity drop or anything like 
that. The stuff is still there. We found a few slight things that we need to 
make adjustments on from a mechanical perspective. We’re pretty 
confident he’s going to go out there and do that today. He’s got a 
Dodgers lineup full of left-handed hitters that he’s going to face, so 
throwing sliders to both sides of the plate is going to be effective for 
him.” 

Green said disabled right-handers Jordan Lyles and Bryan 
Mitchell are “feeling good.” 

“I think Bryan going to throw an up-and-down side session tomorrow,” 
said Green. “Jordan should face hitters on Saturday in a live batting 
practice setting. After those boxes are checked, especially for Jordan, 
they’ll probably go out to face a team in the minor leagues while we’re in 
the All-Star break. That’s how it sets up if all goes well.” 
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Ross fires strong start, but Padre bats unable to support 
him in 3-2 loss 

AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Andrew Toles broke a scoreless tie with an RBI single off Tyson 
Ross in the seventh inning to help All-Star Ross Stripling and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers beat San Diego 3-2 on Thursday night and take three of four from the last-
place Padres. 

Ross took a one-hit shutout into the seventh before it fell apart. Chris Taylor doubled 
with one out and manager Andy Green came out to check on the big right-hander. 
Green let Ross stay in, but he allowed Toles’ single on his 101st pitch and was 
pulled. 

Craig Stammen loaded the bases by hitting Enrique Hernandez and Chase Utley with 
pitches before pinch-hitter Matt Kemp, voted to start in the All-Star Game, singled to 
bring in Toles. Hernandez was thrown out trying to score from second. Joc 
Pederson followed with an RBI single. 

Stripling (8-2) held the Padres to six hits in six scoreless innings, struck out five and 
walked one. He was added to the NL All-Star roster Wednesday in place of St. Louis 
right-hander Miles Mikolas, who is scheduled to start Sunday. 

All-Star closer Kenley Jansen pitched the ninth for his 26th save. 

San Diego’s Wil Myers hit a two-run double off Scott Alexander with two outs in the 
seventh. The runs were charged to Daniel Hudson, who walked Austin Hedges 
leading off the inning and then allowed a single to pinch-hitter Franmil Reyes before 
making way for Alexander. 

Ross no doubt boosted his trade value after two rough starts. He has been rumored 
to be on the trading block, along with All-Star closer Brad Hand. Ross (5-8) allowed 
two runs and three hits, struck out five and walked three. 

ROSTER MOVE 

The Padres optioned rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi to Triple-A El Paso and 
recalled catcher Raffy Lopez. That will allow Lucchesi to make a minor league start 
during the All-Star break and then it’s expected he’ll be recalled and put in the back 
end of the rotation. He lasted only four innings in a 4-2 loss Wednesday night. 

UP NEXT 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/ross-fires-strong-start-but-padre-bats-unable-to-support-him-in-3-2-loss-071318
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/andrew-toles-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ross-stripling-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-dodgers-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chris-taylor-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chase-utley-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/matt-kemp-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joc-pederson-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/joc-pederson-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kenley-jansen-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/scott-alexander-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/daniel-hudson-player-stats


  

 31 

Dodgers: RHP Walker Buehler (4-2, 3.44 ERA) is scheduled to start the opener of the 
second round of the Freeway Series against the Angels at Dodger Stadium on Friday 
night. It’ll be his first start since being placed on the 10-day DL with right ribcage 
soreness on June 29. The Angels will go with Felix Pena (1-0, 3.63). 

Padres: LHP Clayton Richard (7-8, 4.50) starts the opener of a three-game series 
against the Chicago Cubs, who counter with RHP Tyler Chatwood (3-5, 5.01). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/walker-buehler-player-stats
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Rizzo takes center stage as Cubs visit Padres 

STATS 

SAN DIEGO — One team has already used the San Diego Padres as a springboard 
this week to take the lead in a National League division race heading into the All-Star 
Game break. 

Will the Chicago Cubs be the second? 

The Los Angeles Dodgers on Thursday night moved past the Arizona Diamondbacks 
into first in the National League West by winning three contests in a four-game series 
against the Padres at Petco Park. 

Now the Cubs come to San Diego for the last three games before the break trailing 
Milwaukee by a game in the National League Central. 

This could be an interesting weekend at Petco Park. The Padres’ house is expected 
to be shared by Cubs fans and they have usually been welcomed warmly at Petco 
Park. But there was a nasty incident between the teams last year that is a lingering 
issue for some Padres. 

During last year’s Cubs-Padres series in San Diego, Padres catcher Austin 
Hedges was injured when he was run into by the Cubs’ Anthony Rizzo, who was 
clearly not on a path to the plate at the time of the collision. Joe Torre said Rizzo was 
in the wrong, but took no action against the Cubs’ first baseman — a non-action that 
riled some fans. 

Up to that night, Rizzo, who made his major league debut as a Padre, was still a 
favorite among Padres fans. 

It will be interesting to see what his reception is Friday night when two struggling 
pitchers who like working at Petco Park — Padres left-hander Clayton Richard (7-8, 
4.50 ERA) and Cubs right-hander Tyler Chatwood (3-5, 5.01) — are paired. 

Richard will be making his Padres-leading 20th start of the season Friday night and is 
6-4 with a 3.70 ERA over his last 12 starts with 56 strikeouts against 22 walks in 80 
1/3 innings. 

But Richard has struggled over his last three starts, allowing 12 runs on 21 hits and 
10 walks against seven strikeouts in 18 innings — for a 6.00 ERA and a 1.72 WHIP. 
His five-inning outing in his last start snapped a streak of 11 straight starts of six or 
more innings. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/story/rizzo-takes-center-stage-as-cubs-visit-padres-071318
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chicago-cubs-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/anthony-rizzo-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/clayton-richard-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyler-chatwood-player-stats
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Richard, who pitched for the Cubs in 2016 before being released and recharging his 
career with the Padres, is 2-1 lifetime against the Cubs with a 2.60 ERA and a .245 
opponents’ batting average. Historically, Richard, 34, who lives off getting ground-ball 
outs, has always pitched better at Petco Park, where he is 32-29 in 81 games (79 
starts) with a 3.30 ERA. 

Like Richard, the 28-year-old Chatwood has terrible numbers over his three most 
recent starts — giving up 14 runs on 16 hits and seven walks with 10 strikeouts in 10 
2/3 innings. Opposing hitters are batting .245 against Chatwood on the season. 

But Chatwood has pitched better on the road (3.41 ERA) than at home (6.08) this 
season and has always liked facing the Padres, particularly at Petco Park. 

Chatwood is 6-2 lifetime against the Padres with a 4.17 ERA in 13 games (11 starts). 
He has a 1.29 WHIP against the Padres and a .247 opponents’ batting average. 

The numbers tilt even more in Chatwood’s favor at Petco Park, where he is 4-1 with a 

2.84 ERA, 1.06 WHIP and .195 opponents’ batting average. 

 


