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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants end losing streak on Sanardzija’s three-hit shutout 

Henry Schulman 

 

SAN DIEGO - In more than 6,700 innings as a major-league catcher, not to mention three 

postseasons, spring training and his days at Florida State, Buster Posey had not had the thumb 

on his glove hand bent backward during a tag at the plate. 

But this is the 2017 Giants, so why not? 

Before they beat the Padres 3-0 Monday night on Jeff Samardzija's first shutout since 2015, a 

three-hitter, the Giants awaited results of an MRI on the thumb, which has been in pain since 

his glove met Nick Williams' leg in the eighth inning of an Aug. 20 loss to the Phillies at AT&T 

Park. 

Posey did not play Monday and probably will sit Tuesday. While he and the medical staff hope 

this is a minor injury, the MRI pictures will tell the tale. 

"Probably a couple of days would be my guess," Posey said. "Two to three days. It's hard to 

know." 

A healthy Posey is always missed when he does not play, but the Giants ended three-game 

losing streak without him thanks to Samardzija and the long ball. 
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Brandon Crawford homered against Giants nemesis Jhoulys Chacin to start the fourth inning. 

After Crawford's one-out single in the eighth against right-hander Phil Maton, Joe Panik hit a 

high drive that smacked the foul pole in right field for a two-run homer and a 3-0 lead. 

Samardzija had a rough time against the Padres in July. They pelted him for 12 runs in 10 1/3 

innings in a six-day span. 

But he has improved much since then and suffocated San Diego in the second shutout by a 

Giant this season. Ty Blach had the other. This was the fourth of Samardzija’s career and was 

quite efficient. He needed just 102 pitches and struck out five. The groundball was his weapon 

of choice. 

Samardzija allowed two infield hits over the first seven innings. The hardest-hit ball by a Padre 

over those seven innings was a Carlos Asuaje comebacker in the seventh that Samardzija 

inadvertently kicked toward Panik, who got the out. 

Cory Spangenberg lined a two-out single to right in the eighth. 

Chacin was 3-0 against the Giants this season but had little command. He had the advantage of 

facing a weak and slumping offense and allowed just the Crawford homer in five innings. 

After Pablo Sandoval hit a soft liner to second with the bases loaded to end the third inning, 

Crawford drove his 12th homer into the seats in right-center to start the fourth. Crawford 

moved into a tie with Posey for second most on the team behind Brandon Belt, who hit 18 

before the concussion. 

Crawford's homer ended a Giants scoring drought at 17 innings. 

Nick Hundley came within a few feet of making it 3-0 with a deep liner to left with two outs in 

the sixth, but the ball hit the left-field wall. Panik could only go first to third, and after an 

intentional walk to Ryder Jones, Samardzija grounded out to finish the Giants' second scoreless 

bases-loaded rally. 
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Two innings later, Panik hit his eighth homer to give Samardzija a three-run cushion. 

Posey's injury clearly has had an effect at the plate. Posey has gone 2-for-18 since, including 1-

for-11 during the weekend series at Arizona. He hit one ball out of the infield at Chase Field, a 

ground single to left Sunday. 

Again, the Giants have a player who need not be rushed back with the team out of contention. 

When asked if he could play through the injury if the Giants were in the hunt, Posey noted he 

played for a week 

"It just hasn't felt great," he said. "I could play, but I'd like for it to calm down to where I can 

take aggressive swings.” 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Johnny Cueto: ‘My whole mentality has been to stay’ with SF 

Henry Schulman 

 

SAN DIEGO — Right-hander Johnny Cueto keeps edging closer to saying he will not opt out of 

his contract after the season, but he is not ready to cross the finish line and assure the Giants 

he will be theirs for the next four seasons. 

That is prudent. Cueto could return from his elbow injury, make five 2016-style starts and raise 

his market value as a potential free agent. 

“As you know, the world turns and things happen,” Cueto said through interpreter Erwin 

Higueros on Monday. He pointed to Zack Greinke opting out of his Dodgers contract after going 

19-3 with a 1.66 ERA in 2015, then getting a $206.5 million contract with Arizona. 

But Cueto, who is 6-7 with a 4.59 ERA, added, “I’ve never thought about that.” 

It would be difficult for Cueto to think about it now as he nears the end of an injury-marred 

season. 
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This year’s numbers aside, he said, “My whole mentality has been to stay here. At the end of 

the season, I’ll talk with my agent and make my decision. When I signed I wanted to help this 

team win. Things didn’t go my way. I got blisters, and to not hurt the blisters more I ended up 

hurting my arm. Now I don’t have any issues anymore.” 

A front office move to win in 2018 could sway Cueto. Asked whether he thought the Giants 

could win next year, he said, “I’m not God to predict what’s going to happen next year. I hope 

to win. The team we have, the hope is for the team to be healthy enough to win.” 

When reminded that a healthy Cueto would aid that cause, he said, “Yes, I hope I’m healthy 

enough to be able to put my two cents in.” 

Cueto said he is ready to rejoin the Giants for the first time in over two months. The club will 

make that decision after he throws a bullpen session Tuesday or Wednesday. He could then be 

slotted in Friday or Saturday against St. Louis. 

Cueto hit his pitch target of 70 in a rehab game for Class A San Jose on Sunday, but he allowed 

eight runs (five earned) in 32/3 innings to join the list of Giants who got crushed this year by 

California League hitters. Madison Bumgarnerhad a nine-run, four-inning rehab start in July. 

This month, Mark Melancon allowed four runs in an inning. 

Henry Schulman is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 

On deck 

Tuesday 

at Padres 

7:10 p.m. NBCSBA 

Moore (4-12) vs. Perdomo (6-8) 

Wednesday 

at Padres 
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6:10 p.m. NBCSBA 

Blach (8-10) vs. Wood (3-4) 

Thursday 

vs. Cardinals 

7:15 p.m. Channel: 11 

Wacha (9-7) vs. Bumgarner (3-6) 

Leading off 

Hector’s game-winner: Five years ago Monday, the Giants scored twice in the ninth to win in 

Houston 3-2. The go-ahead RBI came from Hector Sanchez, now a Giants-killing Padres catcher. 

— Henry Schulman 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Buster Posey sits as he awaits word on thumb MRI 

Henry Schulman 

 

SAN DIEGO - Buster Posey will miss at least two games, starting Monday night, with a left-

thumb injury bad enough to warrant an MRI. 

The Giants were awaiting the results as they took batting practice at Petco Park, Manager Bruce 

Bochy sounded confident the catcher can return soon, but the man with the sore thumb was 

not as sure. 

"Probably a couple of days would be my guess," Posey said. "Two to three days. It's hard to 

know." 

The thumb on Posey's glove hand has hurt since it was bent backward when he tagged Phillies 

outfielder Nick Williams for an out at the plate on Aug. 20. This is another variation on a theme 

for the 2017 Giants: Posey said nothing like that ever happened to him. 
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Posey has gone 2-for-18 since, including 1-for-11 during the weekend series at Arizona. He hit 

one ball out of the infield, a ground single to left Sunday. Once the Giants fell behind 11-0 in the 

eighth inning, Bochy did not let Posey bat in the ninth and used a pinch-hitter instead. 

Once again, the Giants have a player who need not be rushed back with the team out of 

contention. When asked if he could play through the injury if the Giants were in the playoff 

hunt, Posey noted he has done so for more than a week. 

"It just hasn't felt great," he said. "I could play, but I'd like for it to calm down to where I can 

take aggressive swings." 

ALSO 

•  

Giants crushed and swept as Diamondbacks score nine runs in the 

Posey would catch Monday night if something happened to Nick Hundley. Bochy said Kelby 

Tomlinson is probably his emergency catcher. Pablo Sandoval is his double-secret emergency 

catcher: 

Race for fourth: A Twitter follower asked me if the Giants are about trying to catch the Padres 

for fourth place in the National League West. Answer: I have not heard a single person say that. 

I think deep down Bochy would like to, but his standard line is wanting to win as many games as 

the Giants can before they close up shop. 

They have 30 games and the Padres have a six-game lead. It sounds silly talking about this. The 

Giants just scored four runs in three games at a park where they normally rake. Now, they open 

a three-game series at Petco Park, where they always find runs hard to score. 

The Giants are 4-9 against San Diego this season, 2-4 here. 

Jeff Samardzija pitches for the Giants. Last time he took this mound, on July 16, he allowed 

seven runs in six innings. 
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Padres manager Andy Green, who just got a three-year extension, is no dummy. He is starting 

Hector Sanchez at catcher. Sanchez apparently lives to torment his old team. He is hitting .391 

against the Giants this season and .185 against everyone else. 

Sanchez has hit four of his eight homers and collected 11 of his 20 RBIs against you know who. 

And the pitcher he has tormented the most this year? 

Samardzija, against whom Sanchez is 4-for-6 with a double and two homers. 

The lineups: 

GIANTS (vs. RHP Jhoulys Chacin) 

Span CF 

Pence RF 

Parker LF 

Sandoval 3B 

Crawford SS 

Panik 2B 

Hundley C 

Jones 1B 

Samardzija P 

PADRES (vs. RHP Jeff Samardzija) 

Margot CF 
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Asuaje 2B 

Pinela LF 

Solarte SS 

Myers 1B 

Sanchez C 

Spangenberg 3B 

Szczur RF 

Chacin P 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Samardzija fires first shutout as a Giant, Crawford, Panik homer to beat Padres 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

SAN DIEGO – Jeff Samardzija’s athletic background was on the Notre Dame gridiron, and he still 

treats every start like a fly pattern. 

His objective is to go as far and as hard as he can, and if it all works out, he’ll save his 

teammates the pounding of all those short-yardage situations. 

In baseball terms: He wants to throw as many innings as possible. It is a desire formed from a 

slurry of selflessness (saving the bullpen to fight another day) and ego (every fifth day belongs 

to him, and he is loathe to cede the outcome to anyone else). 

ADVERTISING 

It explains how, even in the Giants’ sideways season, Samardzija has retired more batters than 

anyone else in the National League. By labor’s end in Monday’s 3-0 victory over the San Diego 

Padres, when he threw his first shutout as a Giant and the fourth of his career, he ranked first in 

the NL with 176 2/3 innings pitched. 
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Brandon Crawford continued his power surge with a 411-foot home run in the fourth inning 

and fellow middle infielder Joe Panik flexed his muscles while clanking a two-run shot high off 

the right field pole in the eighth as the Giants beat the rebuilding Padres for just the fifth time 

in 14 games this season. 

Samardzija held the Padres to three hits, struck out five, did not walk a batter, allowed just one 

runner to reach scoring position and tended goal better than Jacques Plante while picking up 

five ground outs hit with varying degrees of velocity. 

The Giants (53-80) are four games behind catching the Padres for fourth place – a footrace 

without medals or ribbons at the tape, but one you might as well strive to win if you can. 

For decades, the way to finish higher in the standings was to have a stable rotation of innings 

eaters who gave you a theoretical chance to win every night. It’s the foyer coat rack on which 

the Giants hung their hats this season, hoping that Samardzija, Johnny Cueto, Madison 

Bumgarner and Matt Moore could provide stability and make up for their known roster 

shortcomings. 

Samardzija has provided that service, even if you won’t find him among the league leaders in 

many other categories — especially those that measure things like run prevention. He has given 

up too many home runs, watched as outfielders bungled balls in the gap and had relievers take 

too many of his inherited runners to the cash window to finish with a pretty ERA or garner any 

Cy Young votes. 

But there is no measuring his durability, Giants manager Bruce Bochy will tell you, or the value 

he provides by going to the post each time. 

And that is where the conversation gets interesting, because there are some front offices that 

will argue this: in the fashion of today’s game, a pitcher like Samardzija is tragically un-hip. 

No team does better than the Dodgers, who have already eliminated the Giants from the NL 

West. They treat their pitching staff like a battle royale, prizing shorter starts and a flurry of 

relievers, often using the disabled list to cycle them through and refresh their roster. There is 

measurable, statistically significant proof that hitters gain an advantage the third time they see 

a pitcher in a game. Front offices will seek efficiencies wherever they see them. 

There is a reason that Samardzija and lefty Ty Blach, each with one shutout, is tied for the NL 

lead. 

Even the Giants front office has put subtle pressure on Bochy to have a quicker hook. 

There is a way for both philosophies to coexist: have a pitcher who is too good to take out of 
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the game. It worked in Game 7 at Kansas City. It worked on a much dimmer stage Monday 

night. 

  

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

Johnny Cueto addresses opt-out with Giants: ‘My whole mentality has been to stay’ 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

SAN DIEGO – By now, it doesn’t make practical sense for Johnny Cueto to leave $79 million on 

the table and opt out of his contract with the Giants after the season. The right-hander said it 

doesn’t make emotional sense, either. 

Cueto came close to confirming what has become an open assumption: he will not exercise his 

opt-out clause after this season. 

“My whole mentality has been for me to stay here,” said Cueto, who met the Giants at Petco 

Park one day after throwing a rehab game for Single-A San Jose. “At the end of the season, I’ll 

talk to my agent and we’ll make a decision. But when I signed with the team, it was to help the 

team win.” 

His mentality might not matter, since opting out makes little financial sense now. Even if Cueto 

has time to make five starts in September and pitches well, it’s hard to imagine he would do 

better on the open market than the four years and $79 million he would be leaving on the 

table. He hasn’t appeared in a major league game since July 14 because of ongoing blister 

issues, and then he strained a forearm muscle while rehabbing in the minors. 

But Cueto’s level of commitment is important, too. The Giants will need him to be all-in and 

poised to reestablish himself as a frontline rotation presence as they seek to move back into 

contention next season. 

Cueto said he merely saw the opt-out as a value-added bonus to the six-year deal he signed 

prior to last season. If he put himself in position to use it, as Zack Greinke did before signing his 

record-setting contract with the Arizona Diamondbacks, then great. But he saw it as a six-year 

commitment. 

“When I signed the contract, that was the whole idea,” said Cueto, who spoke through Spanish 

interpreter Erwin Higueros. “However, as you know, the world turns. You never know what can 

happen. You have Greinke’s situation where he had a good year and opted out. 
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“The only thing I thought about was staying here with my teammates, and let things happen.” 

Great things have not happened for the Giants this season. They are 52-80 and would need a 

three-game sweep here over the Padres just to get within two games of escaping the cellar in 

the NL West. The Dodgers already eliminated them from the division on Aug. 20. 

Does Cueto believe that the current Giants roster, with a few augmentations this winter, can 

win in 2018? 

“I’m not a god to predict, (but) I do feel the team can win,” Cueto said. “The thing we can hope 

for is that the team is healthy enough to win.” 

A healthy and productive Cueto could be one of the more significant contributors to that end. 

“You’re right,” he said. “I’m just hoping I’m healthy enough to put in my two cents.” 

Two cents for $84 million is still a pretty good deal. 

— 

Cueto gave up eight runs (five earned) on nine hits while throwing 72 pitches in 3 2/3 innings 

against Stockton on Sunday, including a grand slam, while striking out four. He mirrored the 

lack of concern that Mark Melancon and Madison Bumgarner displayed after they had ugly 

rehab line scores on the farm. 

“We go over there for rehab, so the kids down there know we’ll be throwing strikes,” Cueto 

said through Higueros. “So they’re more aggressive and swinging at everything.” 

He added in English. “I throw a changeup in the dirt, they swing.” 

Cueto will throw off a mound on Tuesday or Wednesday, and could be cleared to rejoin the 

rotation during the four-game homestand against the St. Louis Cardinals that begins on 

Thursday. 

He took major league baseballs to pitch against Stockton, to test whether he would have a 

recurrence of blister problems that he had blamed on a harder ball with different seams. 

“I don’t have any of those issues anymore,” he said. 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Giants All-Star Buster Posey gets MRI on ailing thumb 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

SAN DIEGO – Buster Posey is out of Monday’s lineup at Petco Park and the Giants were awaiting 

MRI results on his ailing left thumb. 

Posey went for the precautionary tests Monday because the injury got worse over the weekend 

at Arizona, when he went 1 for 11 and hit one ball out of the infield. He has dealt with 

discomfort ever since Aug. 20, when his thumb was bent back while applying a tag on a play at 

the plate against the Phillies. 

Posey said he anticipated needing two or three games to let the thumb calm down, which 

means he might miss the entirety of this series against the San Diego Padres. 

“It just hasn’t felt great,” Posey said. “Yeah, I could play. I mean, I played for a week. I’d like it to 

calm down to where I can take an aggressive swing.” 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy was hesitant to call Posey anything beyond day to day until the 

club can evaluate the MRI results. The tests were precautionary to ensure there were no torn 

ligaments, Bochy said. 

“It’s bothering him quite a bit,” Bochy said. “He wasn’t really talking about it, but it was 

affecting his swing.” 

Posey was available in an emergency, with Kelby Tomlinson next on the catching depth chart. 

Of course, Pablo Sandoval arrived in the big leagues as a catcher, too. 

The Giants should have a true backup when rosters expand on Friday. They’re expected to 

purchase the contract of Tim Federowicz. 

— 

Hector Sanchez, who has hit four of his eight homers this season against his former team, is in 

the Padres lineup. What, you thought they’d bench him? 

Sanchez is 4 for 6 with a double and two homers against Jeff Samardzija, who gets another 

crack at him. 
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MLB.com 

Shark-nada: Samardzija shuts out Padres 

AJ Cassavell and Chris Haft 

 

SAN DIEGO -- In arguably his best start since signing with San Francisco in 2015, Jeff 

Samardzija blanked the Padres in a 3-0 victory Monday night at Petco Park, the second shutout 

by a Giants pitcher this season and the fourth of Samardzija's career. 

Two of San Diego's three hits against Samardzija were infield singles, and the Padres wouldn't 

muster a hit to the outfield until Cory Spangenberg's eighth-inning liner to right. Samardzija 

struck out five, joining Ty Blach as the only Giants with shutouts this season. It was his first 

shutout since he joined San Francisco two offseasons ago, and his first since Sept. 21, 2015, 

with the White Sox. 

Full Game Coverage 

The Giants jumped on top, 1-0, in the fourth when Brandon Crawford launched his 12th homer 

of the season. Crawford turned around a full-count sinker from Padres starter Jhoulys 

Chacin and deposited it into the beach area in right-center field. Joe Panik would tack on a two-

run insurance shot in the eighth. 

Meanwhile, Chacin continued his bend-but-don't-break month of August. The veteran right-

hander has struggled with his command and hasn't pitched into the sixth inning since Aug. 7, a 

span of four starts. But he's been able to limit the damage, and Monday was no different. He 

allowed one run on two hits and four walks over five innings. 

Chacin threw 92 pitches -- the fifth straight start in which he's used at least 90 pitches before he 

recorded an out past the fifth inning. In his eyes, that's simply not good enough. 

"When you're a starting pitcher, your job is to go six or more innings every time you pitch," 

Chacin said. "I've been going five innings. ... That doesn't work for me to win games, or the 

team. I'm going to put too much on the bullpen." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Fair pole: Despite their offensive woes, the Padres remained within a run into the eighth inning. 

Panik changed that with one loud swing. He crushed a first-pitch fastball off the right-field foul 

pole, plating Crawford -- who had singled. The three-run advantage was plenty for Samardzija. 

On the ground: The Padres' best chance to score came in the fifth inning, when Yangervis 

Solarte legged out an infield single to start the frame. He advanced to third on a pair of 
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groundouts, but was stranded there when Spangenberg bounced to second. Solarte was the 

only Padre to reach scoring position against Samardzija. 

QUOTABLE 

"I'm sure there's 27-30 teams that qualify themselves as tired right now. That's baseball, just 

the way it is. You have to grind your way through those days when you're tired. Cross-country 

trip, you can make whatever excuse you want to make. At the end of the day, you've got to put 

some runs on the board to win baseball games." -- Padres manager Andy Green, on the 

offense's struggles from Miami carrying over to Monday's game 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Left-hander Matt Moore will get the call for his 27th start of the season in Tuesday's 

7:10 p.m. PT matchup against the Padres. He received a no-decision in his only outing against 

San Diego earlier this season, when he allowed four runs in six innings in a game the Giants 

won, 5-4, in 12 innings on July 22. 

Padres: Luis Perdomo has reeled off seven straight starts of at least six innings and has pleased 

the Padres with his ability to manage a game. He starts Tuesday in the middle game of this 

three-game set with the Giants. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Cueto indicates he’ll bypass opt-out clause 

Chris Haft 

 

SAN DIEGO -- Right-hander Johnny Cueto issued his strongest indication yet that he will decline 

to exercise the opt-out clause in his contract, thus prompting his return to the Giants next year. 

Cueto, 31, said Monday that he never seriously considered walking away from the Giants and 

the six-year, $130 million deal he signed prior to the 2016 season. He hinted that the opt-out 

clause, which he must accept or ignore after this season, was self-descriptive: an option that he 

could seize upon if he felt that he could earn a higher salary if he re-entered free agency. 

Full Game Coverage 

"The world turns, things happen and you never know," Cueto said. 

However, he hastened to add that he "never thought" about opting out of his contract. 
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"The only thing I thought about was staying here with my teammates and letting things 

happen," Cueto said. 

Blisters on Cueto's throwing hand and a strained right flexor tendon have limited him to a 6-7 

record with a 4.59 ERA. That's nowhere close to last year, when Cueto posted an 18-5 record 

with a 2.79 ERA and earned the honor of starting the All-Star Game for the National League. 

Throughout all that, Cueto said, "My whole mentality has been for me to stay here. At the end 

of the season, I will talk to my agent. We'll make a decision. But when I signed with the team, it 

was to help the team win." 

This year, Cueto added, "Things didn't go my way because I had blisters. In order not to hurt my 

blisters more, I ended up hurting my arm. Now I feel that I'm better. I don't have any decisions 

anymore." 

It's logical to suggest that if Cueto plans on remaining a Giant, he must believe that they can 

regain their contender's status. 

"I'm not going to predict what's going to happen next year," he said. "I do feel the team can 

win. But I guess the thing that we have to hope for is everybody is healthy enough to win." 

That endeavor starts with Cueto. He made his final Minor League injury rehabilitation start 

Sunday at Class A Advanced San Jose, where he lasted 3 2/3 innings and yielded eight runs (five 

earned) on nine hits with four strikeouts against the Stockton Ports. 

"The results weren't great, but more than anything, he feels great," Giants manager Bruce 

Bochy said of Cueto's 72-pitch outing. 

Cueto will throw off a bullpen mound here at Petco Park either Tuesday or Wednesday, which 

will determine when he'll likely rejoin the starting rotation. Depending on how Bochy and 

pitching coach Dave Righetti set the schedule, Cueto could make as many as five starts before 

the season ends. 

"I just want to finish strong," he said. 
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MLB.com 

Posey sideline with sore thumb 

Chris haft 

 

SAN DIEGO -- Giants catcher Buster Posey was out of Monday night's lineup against the San 

Diego Padres with soreness in his left thumb. 

The injury occurred as Posey applied a tag in last Wednesday's game against Milwaukee. Since 

then, Posey has mustered one hit in 17 at-bats, dropping his batting average to .311 -- its 

lowest point since he was hitting .278 on April 8. 

Full Game Coverage 

Manager Bruce Bochy characterized Posey's playing status as day to day. 

"My guess is another day or two [of rest] and he's OK to go," Bochy said. 

Posey expressed hope that the rest would "calm down" the discomfort in his thumb, which he 

said has prevented him from swinging aggressively. 

Posey underwent an MRI examination Monday, but Bochy said before the game that the Giants 

had not yet received the results. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Moore, Perdomo ride hot streaks into SoCal tilt 

AJ Cassavell 

 

Over the past month, Matt Moore and Luis Perdomo have each begun to show signs of a late-

season resurgence. The two hurlers look to continue that trend Tuesday, when the Giants and 

Padres square off in the second game of their three-game set in San Diego. 

Moore has posted a 2.21 ERA and a 0.98 WHIP over his last three starts. He's looking to close 

out a strong August, in which he's lowered his ERA by nearly half a run (though it still sits at 

5.38). 

Full Game Coverage 
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Perdomo has reeled off at least six innings in each of his last seven starts. That's been a point of 

pride for the 24-year-old right-hander. 

"For me, the consistency's a big deal," Perdomo said after he stifled St. Louis over six innings 

last Thursday. "Every time I'm going out there, I'm trying to go more than five." 

Perdomo's ERA sits at a lofty 4.84 in large part because he's struggled to limit the big inning. 

That hasn't been the case recently, however, and the Padres feel Perdomo has developed in his 

ability to manage game situations. 

Things to know about this game 

• Perdomo needs 3 2/3 innings Tuesday to qualify for the league leaderboards. His 62.7 percent 

ground-ball rate would rank as the best in the Majors among qualified pitchers -- just ahead of 

Marcus Stroman's 62.2 percent. As it stands, right now Padres lefty Clayton Richard owns the 

best ground-ball rate among NL qualifiers, at 59.4 percent. 

• Two telling Statcast indicators for Moore's recent success are his average exit velocity allowed 

and the expected batting average against him, based on quality of contact. Hitters' average exit 

velocity against Moore has dropped from 89.3 mph to 85.6 mph over his last three starts, and 

their xBA against him has dropped from .270 to .221. 

• Padres closer Brad Hand hasn't allowed a run against San Francisco in his last 15 appearances, 

a span of 16 innings. He's struck out 19 Giants over that span, while allowing just one extra-

base hit -- a Hunter Pence double. 

 

 

 

CSNbayarea.com 

Instant Analysis 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN DIEGO — The Giants scored just four runs over three games at Chase Field. Jeff Samardzija 

made sure a struggling offense wouldn’t need to do much on the first night at Petco Park.  

Samardzija needed just 102 pitches to beat the Padres 3-0 and give the Giants their second 

shutout of the season. He struck out five, walked none, and allowed just three singles.  
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The Padres did not get a base hit that left the infield until Cory Spangenberg’s single to right 

with two outs in the eighth. That’s one fact, here are five more …  

—- Through 132 games, the Giants had just two complete games: Madison Bumgarner’s eight-

inning complete-game loss here in April, and Ty Blach’s shutout of the Phillies. Samardzija’s 

pitch count was under control the entire night. He needed just 72 pitches to get through six, 

and 10 more for a dominant seventh. Mark Melancon warmed up in the eighth but Samardzija 

got through it at 93 pitches and Melancon sat back down.  

—- Crawford has been the Giants’ hottest hitter for a couple weeks now. He hit a 411-foot shot 

to right-center in the fourth, getting the Giants on the board. The homer was the 12th for 

Crawford, who lost his 10-game hitting streak during a pinch-hit appearance Sunday.  

—- Joe Panik hit a long shot at Chase Field that was so close to being fair that Bochy asked his 

replay guys to take a long look at it. He straightened it out Monday, smoking a two-run shot off 

the right field pole to give Samardzija a 3-0 lead in the eighth. The homer was Panik’s eighth.  

—- Hector Sanchez, an Arenado-ish Giant-killer of late, grounded out three times. Perhaps the 

Giants finally figured him out.  

—- Jhoulys Chacin lasted just five innings. It was tied for his shortest start this season at Petco 

Park, where he has a 1.86 ERA.  
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With soreness lingering, Posey sent for MRI on thumb 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN DIEGO — Bruce Bochy said Buster Posey kept pretty quiet about his discomfort over the 

past week. The numbers told the story, though.  

Posey is 1-for-11 on the trip and he has just one hit in his last 17 at-bats. On Monday, he was 

sent for an MRI to see if there is any serious damage in his left thumb, which was hurt on a tag 

last Sunday against the Phillies. The Giants did not have the results before Monday’s game, but 

Posey was out of the lineup. He’ll likely get another day or two to try and heal.  

“It just hasn’t felt great,” Posey said. “I could play (but) I’d like for it to calm down to where I 

can take an aggressive swing.” 

Posey took some awkward swings while the Giants were getting swept at Chase Field over the 

weekend. He said the thumb has been bothering him since the play at the plate. Posey wasn’t 

even sure if he would be cleared to pinch-hit Monday.  

“I’ve got to talk to the training staff to see the best course of action,” he said.  
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Nick Hundley started at catcher in the series opener with the Padres.  
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As Giancarlo Stanton keeps homering, 73 stands alone, asterisk-free 

Jeff Passan 

 

I used to be an asterisker. This isn’t a real word, and that’s fitting, actually, because those who 

believe Roger Maris is the true single-season home run champion consume their sports in an 

alternate reality. Their intentions are generally noble, their motivations typically moral, but 

when emotion overwhelms fact, when the pursuit of sporting purity wends the explorer into 

logical knots, there is simply no rational case to be made. 

Back then, when what we now know to be a steroid-laden Barry Bonds was breaking the single-

season record that a steroid-laden Mark McGwire already had broken, my thinking went as 

such: Major League Baseball may recognize Bonds as the record holder, but, like track and field 

did with Ben Johnson’s 100-meter dash and other performance-enhanced numbers, baseball 

could just expunge the black mark. 

I used to be an asterisker. This isn’t a real word, and that’s fitting, actually, because those who 

believe Roger Maris is the true single-season home run champion consume their sports in an 

alternate reality. Their intentions are generally noble, their motivations typically moral, but 

when emotion overwhelms fact, when the pursuit of sporting purity wends the explorer into 

logical knots, there is simply no rational case to be made. 

Back then, when what we now know to be a steroid-laden Barry Bonds was breaking the single-

season record that a steroid-laden Mark McGwire already had broken, my thinking went as 

such: Major League Baseball may recognize Bonds as the record holder, but, like track and field 

did with Ben Johnson’s 100-meter dash and other performance-enhanced numbers, baseball 

could just expunge the black mark. 

 

This was woefully simple. Baseball is a far different sport than track. It pits one man against 

nine trying to stop him – each of whom could be on PEDs of some manner or variety. When 

Bonds hit 73 home runs, countless others were juicing – literally countless, because MLB has no 

true accounting of the era – and the idea of singling out Bonds, particularly when he never was 

penalized for failing a drug test, is the sort of revisionism in which baseball should take pride for 

refusing to engage. 

Further, consider the implication of putting an asterisk alongside the 73 next to Bonds’ name. It 

is impugning the actual acts that happened on a baseball field, as if to say those home runs 

weren’t real. Arguing that it’s there to provide context to the environment in which Bonds hit 

his home runs is specious; surely nobody cared to put a ^ next to all the MVP awards won 
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before integration or a ~ with records set when amphetamines were bee-bopping around the 

game in the 1940s and ’50s and ’60s and ’70s and ’80s and ’90s. 

The allure of the asterisk argument is obvious: Bonds … cheated. He made himself stronger and 

allowed himself to recover quicker and did so with the intentional, explicit intent of improving 

as a baseball player. There is something grimy and ugly about that when others are committed 

to clean play, and yet it loses luster when those who are “clean” use supplements and 

modalities and take drugs that, in many cases, enhance their performance in the same way as 

PEDs. 

The biggest problem with an asterisk is it’s a binary cudgel in an argument that is anything but 

binary. Just look at what happened when … 

. Giancarlo Stanton was asked about the record, brought up 61 and later had to clarify himself, 

since he understands and recognizes that Bonds’ mark is the record and denying as much leaves 

all records, past and future, open to similar interpretation. 

It’s important because more and more Stanton looks like he has a shot to hit 62 this season. He 

walloped his 50th home run of the season on Sunday, a classic Stanton laser to dead center 

field, his 29th homer in his last 46 games, which is the sort of otherworldly pace with which 

Bonds was familiar in 2001. 

He hit his 50th on Aug. 11, more than two weeks ahead of Stanton – and then he went really 

crazy. Over his next 45 games, Bonds stepped to the plate 192 times. In 62 of those, he walked, 

which left him only 128 official at-bats. Bonds homered 23 times, one every 8.3 times up, which 

is amazing, considering he walked more than 30 percent of the time. Bonds’ line up to and 

including his 50th: .307/.485/.819. After it: .383/.589/.984. I’m hopeful nobody accuses me of 

peddling obscenity for sharing that, because it is untoward. 

Stanton is not that player, which is fine, because really the only person with an argument for 

being Bonds’ peer is Babe Ruth. Even in this beyond-belief August, when Stanton is slugging 

almost 1.000, his OPS still isn’t close to Bonds. He can take solace in his 17 home runs when 

nobody else has more than 12. The fact that … 

2. Rhys Hoskins sits at 11 feels rather miraculous, seeing as he was playing in Rochester on the 

first day of the month and Allentown a week into it. 

Hoskins arrived in Philadelphia on Aug. 10 and proceeded to go 0 for his first 10 in the major 

leagues. All he’s done since is homer 11 times in his last 14 games. He was the fastest in big 

league history to reach nine home runs. Then 10. And with his shot Sunday – his fifth straight 

game, including three in a series win against the Chicago Cubs – it was 11. Which is more than 

Victor Martinez, Gregory Polanco, Addison Russell, Michael Brantley, Matt Wieters, Xander 

Bogaerts, Carlos Gonzalez, Chase Headley, Nick Markakis, Jean Segura, Troy Tulowitzki, D.J. 

LeMahieu or Dustin Pedroia have hit this season. 
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Here’s the thing: Hoskins has done some version of this three years’ running. In his first full 

season out of Sacramento State, from which the Phillies took him in the fifth round and gave 

him a signing bonus a tick under $350,000, he carved up A-ball pitching. Last year, he 

hammered 38 home runs at Double-A and was the first baseman for Yahoo Sports’ All-Minor 

League Team. 

And yet even then, there were questions about his major league prospects. Hoskins was big. He 

wasn’t terribly pedigreed. Scouts can be guilty of seeking out flaws that reinforce their biases or 

assessments, and what they admit now they whiffed on wasn’t Hoskins’ power but his control 

of the strike zone. Just as impressive as the home runs are his 11 walks and 13 strikeouts. As 

pitchers adjust to Hoskins, the former may dip and the latter rise, but a hitter who controls the 

zone like that and flashes the power Hoskins does is a superstar. That’s Paul Goldschmidt and 

Anthony Rizzo. 

Considering Hoskins hasn’t reached his 20th game, he’s not there yet. He’s merely the 24-year-

old that’s going to save the Phillies. That’s all. In the meantime, even if he’s not going to catch 

Stanton for August home runs … 

3. Josh Donaldson is within reach. Next to Stanton and Hoskins, Donaldson is having the best 

August of anyone, a reminder that the Blue Jays have an awfully difficult choice to make over 

the next year. 

First comes the offseason, when, if they get serious about trading Donaldson a year before he 

hits free agency, they’ll find suitors lining up. His monster August – .313/.437/.795 with a dozen 

home runs – brought his season line close to his MVP-caliber play the last two years. 

Likelier is the Blue Jays rallying around their current core and trying to shake off the stench of 

2017 and win with Donaldson. If 2018 goes the same way this season did, the market for 

Donaldson should be plenty robust, though the position-player markets this July were so weak 

that it adds some incentive to the idea of offloading him before then. 

In the meantime, Toronto simply wants a healthy and productive Donaldson for September, 

which shouldn’t be much to ask. Apparently it’s big-second-half time for American League third 

basemen, with 4. Manny Machado reminding the world he can hit, too. How about this: In 

August, Machado has as many home runs as he does strikeouts (10) – and that’s after Sunday’s 

three-strikeout day. 

Here’s the rub: This month, Machado has one walk. As in, over his 113 plate appearances, he 

has taken four balls once. The best part of this, by far, is that in August, Manny Machado 

actually has a higher batting average than he does on-base percentage. Yes, that is possible. 

With two sacrifice flies subtracting from his OBP but not touching his batting average, 

Machado is pulling an Ernie Bowman. 

Hit as well as Machado has, and the lack of plate discipline is a feature, not a bug. Few, 

remember, can hit with the pure strength of Machado, barreling ball after ball, the bat control 
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exquisite. He’s going to make hundreds of millions of dollars after next season because he can 

hit like that and catch the ball like … 

5. Byron Buxton does. Actually, nobody catches the ball like Buxton, for whom the FAA lifted all 

airspace restrictions over Target Field. He is up there with Kevin Kiermaier and Billy Hamilton 

and Kevin Pillar as the best center fielders in the game, and none of them has homered three 

times in one game like Buxton did Sunday. 

It was just the 22nd time since the turn of the century a center fielder tripled up, and it 

reminded those who don’t know that not only is Buxton elite with his glove and one of the five 

best baserunners in the game, his bat is starting to show signs of consistency, too, and if ever it 

reaches anything close to that, he’ll be one of the game’s best players. 

Before we get too excitable, let’s remember: Buxton still strikes out way too much, Buxton still 

doesn’t walk enough and Buxton has yet to put together an above-average full season. Let’s 

also remember: He’s still just 23 years old, he’s in a lineup with a fair bit of protection (Miguel 

Sano, Brian Dozier, Eddie Rosario, Joe Mauer, Max Kepler) and he’s as athletic as anyone in the 

game. If he actually has found something, he’s a $100 bill in a suit pocket, a happy treasure like 

… 

6. Eugenio Suarez has proven for the Cincinnati Reds. In what may turn out to be one of 

the best deals of the last decade, the Reds dealt pitcher Alfredo Simon to Detroit for former 

first-rounder Jonathon Crawford and Suarez, whom they regarded as little more than a utility 

man. 

In 2015, as Simon was pitching his way into unemployment, Suarez showed flashes of potential 

as a solid big leaguer. Last season, he hit 20 home runs. And this year, he is hitting 

.270/.381/.497 with 24 home runs. Only a handful of players have had better second halves 

than Suarez, who gives the Reds an awfully nice chip in their rebuild. 

With Nick Senzel, the second overall pick last year, crushing Double-A pitching, the prospect of 

him joining the Reds sometime next season is very real. He and Suarez both happen to play 

third base, which means the possibility of the Reds cashing in on Suarez’s great season via a 

trade is awfully tempting – particularly considering upward of a half-dozen teams could be in 

the market for a third baseman this offseason. 

Turning Simon into the horde of prospects it would cost to get Suarez, who’s not a free agent 

until after the 2020 season, would be the epitome of buy-low, sell-high that rebuilding 

franchises need. Well, most rebuilding franchises. When … 

. Adrian Gonzalez went to the Los Angeles Dodgers five years ago and brought his nine-figure 

contract with him, this was proof that big markets can rebuild a little differently. 
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The Dodgers wanted Gonzalez, and that meant taking on the awful contract of Carl Crawford, 

plus Josh Beckett and Nick Punto. “It was,” Grant Brisbee wrote recently, “the equivalent of 

paying $300,000 for a nice Camry. 

Never did Gonzalez lead the Dodgers to the promised last. They made the playoffs every full 

year he was in Los Angeles but sputtered there, and now Gonzalez is going to be mostly an 

observer as this Dodgers core – that of Clayton Kershaw and Justin Turner and Corey Seager 

and Cody Bellinger, the man replacing him at first base – try to do what he never did. 

Gonzalez’s role in Dodgers history is nevertheless seminal. His arrival marked the rebirth of the 

Dodgers in a similar way to … 

8. Jake Arrieta’s harkening that these Chicago Cubs would be dangerous. At least in hindsight 

that’s the case, since, of course, Jake Arrieta wasn’t Jake Arrieta but rather a busted prospect 

by the time he arrived from Baltimore. 

In 2014, Arrieta was a burgeoning stud, and in 2015, he captured the NL Cy Young, and in 2016, 

the Cubs won the World Series, and that’s what made 2017, the first half, in particular, so 

confusing. The Arrieta whose previous three years had been defined by so much success 

vanished, and at the most inopportune time, too: Not just as the Cubs were trying to repeat but 

before his first foray into free agency. 

Consider Arrieta’s August, then, a most opportune recovery as teams begin to budget for next 

year. Arrieta’s 1.44 ERA is second in baseball this month behind Gio Gonzalez’s 1.03. Whether 

the Cubs have found a formula that works for him or simply are trying to save his arm for 

October, none of Arrieta’s starts has reached 100 pitches, and four of five haven’t gone beyond 

6 1/3 innings. It’s not like he’s … 

9. Corey Kluber or anything, but then again, who is these days? Since June 1, when the Indians 

activated Kluber from the disabled list following a back injury, the answer is nobody. In that 

time, here are Kluber’s rankings among the 82 starting pitchers with at least 75 innings: 

Innings pitched: 115 1/3 (1st) 

ERA: 1.87 (1st) 

FIP: 1.96 (1st) 

Strikeouts: 169 (1st) 

K/9: 13.03 (1st) 

H/9: 5.38 (2nd) 

BB/9: 1.48 (2nd) 

HR/9: 0.78 (9th) 

In other words, for nearly three months now, Corey Kluber has been best or second best at 

everything that matters for pitchers except one thing – and he’s top 10 in that. Like the AL MVP 

race, which at the All-Star break seemed preordained for Aaron Judge but now is wide open, 

the Cy Young is not unquestionably Chris Sale’s any longer thanks to this jag from Kluber. 
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His Indians teammates are following suit, too, shutting out Kansas City for the entirety of a 

three-game series over the weekend that helped extend their AL Central lead to 6½ games, 

push them ahead of Boston for home field in the division series and leave them nipping at the 

heels of the Astros. One man does not a playoff team make, though … 

10. Giancarlo Stanton is trying to defy that truism by brute-forcing the Marlins back into the 

vicinity of contention. Yes, the Marlins are trotting out a rotation of Dan Straily, Jose Urena, 

Justin Nicolino, Adam Conley and Vance Worley, and their infield is, from left to right, Derek 

Dietrich, Miguel Rojas, Dee Gordon and Tyler Moore, and either of those alone should be 

enough to kill a team, and both of them together is like desecrating the deceased. 

And here they are, thanks to Stanton and the delightful bullpen of Brad Ziegler, Jarlin “The 

Marlin” Garcia, Kyle Barraclough and Drew Steckenrider, who in August have combined to 

throw 39 1/3 innings of 0.92 ERA ball with 42 strikeouts and four walks. It’s the kind of run that 

makes a team believe, even if the reality is that the Diamondbacks and Rockies are better 

teams and their advantages are almost certain to hold up. 

There’s an excitement that 50 home runs still conjures. It’s not like 500 home runs, which lost 

some of its gravitas during the steroid era. The 50-homer threshold remains an amazing 

individual accomplishment, even as it pales next to the No. 73. 

And that’s fine. The worst thing Barry Bonds left behind wasn’t some record. It was him and 

Lance Armstrong and every other doper breeding a landscape of skeptics. Sports fans today 

don’t assume every player is doping. They know better than to assume any is clean, though. 

In the end, there’s a choice that must be made: take the feat for the feat, or succumb to the 

cynicism. This, unfortunately, is binary, and it defines the modern sporting experience, and 

though I’m a professional skeptic and born cynic, when it comes to records, the feat is the feat. 

So, like everyone else, I’ll marvel as Stanton hits Nos. 51 and 52 and beyond, and hope to see 

him climb to a number that starts with 6 because it’s a great story to behold, and I won’t spend 

one second wondering what could’ve been, because it wasn’t, and to bother thinking otherwise 

is to deny reality, and I gave up on asterisking long ago.  
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Scherzer vs. Stanton: Nats ace stares down Marlins heavy hitter 

Eddie Matz 

 

WASHINGTON -- It's not quite Floyd Mayweather vs. Conor McGregor, but as far as major 

league matchups go, Max Scherzer vs. Giancarlo Stanton is about as big time as it gets. 

In the latest battle between the two National League East heavyweights, Scherzer knocked out 

Stanton in three rounds. In doing so, and in leading the Washington Nationals to a 

convincing 11-2 victory over the streaking Miami Marlins, Scherzer served notice that despite 

spending the past week and a half on the disabled list, he's pretty much good as new. Or good 

as old, as the case might be. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Even though he allowed a home run to Stanton earlier this month, Scherzer has historically had 

the Miami masher's number. Entering Monday, Stanton was a pedestrian 4-for-15 lifetime off 

the Nats ace, including seven whiffs. According to ESPN Stats & Information, among hurlers 

Stanton had faced at least 15 times, only Ervin Santana, Tyler Clippard and Matt Harvey had a 

higher K rate against him. But Stanton came to D.C. this week as the hottest hitter on the 

planet. Any planet, really. 

In the three weeks since homering off Scherzer on Aug. 7, Stanton had launched another 13 

bombs in 19 games to give him 50 on the season. It marked the first time in over a half-century 

that a player hit his 50th jack before anybody else reached 40 (Willie Mays, 1965). The reigning 

NL Player of the Week, Stanton was 10-for-15 over his past four games, with four homers, two 

doubles and nine RBIs. Despite all the white heat emanating from Stanton's general vicinity, 

Scherzer treated him as rudely as ever. 

In the top of the first inning, following a leadoff bunt single by Dee Gordon, Scherzer threw 

Stanton a 1-1 slider on the inner half that resulted in a 5-4-3 double play. Round 1 to Scherzer. 

In the top of the fourth, with none on and none out, Scherzer got Stanton swinging with a filthy 

1-2 slider that dipped below the bottom of the strike zone. Round 2 to Scherzer. 

In the top of sixth, with Stanton leading off again, Scherzer rung up the mammoth Marlin once 
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more on three straight pitches, culminating with 95 mph high heat. Round 3 to Scherzer. 

Just like that, Stanton was knocked out. Literally. When his turn came around in the eighth 

inning with reliever Matt Grace on the mound and the Marlins trailing 11-1, skipper Don 

Mattingly lifted him for a pinch-hitter instead of letting his slugger take one more lick at homer 

No. 51. As such, Stanton finished the night 0-for-3 with two whiffs, marking the first time in six 

weeks that he went hitless with multiple punchouts in the same game. 

As for Scherzer, despite dominating Stanton, he was far from perfect. He walked two batters 

and plunked another one. He served up an opposite-field bomb to Christian Yelich and allowed 

more than his typical share of loud outs. His average fastball velocity (93.7) was down a smidge. 

But given that he tallied 10 K's and threw nearly 70 percent strikes, all while limiting Stanton 

and the scorching Marlins to just a run on five hits, it's probably safe to say his return was a 

success. 

"He threw the ball well," said catcher Matt Wieters. "His off-speed stuff was very good tonight. 

His fastball command came around as the game went on. I think he kind of early was feeling for 

his fastball a little bit. But after about the second inning, it was vintage Max." 

Especially against Miami's big bopper. 

"You've got to be aggressive," said Scherzer of his approach against Stanton. "Look, we all know 

how good he is. Everybody knows he can take you deep at any moment. But you can't really 

worry about that. You got to have the belief that you can make pitches and get him out. Today 

worked out in my favor, but I just know facing him, you make a mistake, that ball can go a long 

way." 

On Monday, Scherzer didn't make any mistakes against Stanton. As a result, instead of knocking 

it out of the park like he's been doing on a regular basis, Stanton got TKO'd.  

 


