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Twins fire pitching coach Neil Allen after three years 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 10, 2017  

 
Pitching coach Neil Allen has been fired by the Twins, ending a three-year run with the club. 
 
Allen was at his home in Sarasota, Fla., when he was informed by the club that he would not be brought back. 
 
“First and foremost, I have to thank Terry Ryan and Paul Molitor for giving the opportunity to be a big league pitching coach,” Allen said, 
mentioning the Twins former GM and current manager. “I could have not have asked for a better manager to start my pitching coach career 
under. He was easy to work with. He was very self-explanatory.” 
 
The move was made hours after the Twins announced that Molitor had agreed to a new three-year contract to manage ther team. 
 
The Twins team ERA of 4.59 was just 19th in baseball this season, but it was an improvement from 5.08 in 2016 (29th in baseball). In 2015, his 
first season with the Twins, the staff ERA was 4.07, 19th in the league. 
 
Allen joined from Class AAA Durham of the Rays chain, where he worked with several pitchers who have been productive in the major leagues, 
like Alex Cobb, Matt Moore, Jake Odorizzi and others. 
 
There have been some improvements with the Twins, such as righthander Jose Berrios stepping up to form a one-two rotation punch with 
veteran Ervin Santana. Also, young righthanders Trevor Hildenberger and Alan Busenitz and lefthander Taylor Rogers earned Molitor’s trust 
during the season. 
 
Still, the club wants to head in another direction. Allen also had to distance himself from a drunken driving arrest in May 2016 that forced him to 
leave the club for six weeks while he attended a treatment program. 
 
“When I hit my bump in the road last year, Terry Ryan stood there by me and helped me get my life back on track,” Allen said. “For that, there 
are no words to describe how much I thank them. 
 
“I wish things would have been different at times along the way. But it is what it is. But I could not be more thankful to have those two 
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individuals to start my career under.” 
 
Allen was home when he received the call, but soon left his house to ponder his future. 
 
“I’m out here walking on the golf course, trying to decide what Neil Allen is going to do now,” he said. “ What direction do I go, and how I go 
about doing this because I have never been in this predicament before.” 
 
Twins, manager Paul Molitor agree on three-year deal 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 10, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor and the Twins agreed Monday on a three-year contract that will bring the 61-year-old back as the team’s manager. 
 
Molitor’s three-year contract expired at season’s end. 
 
The Twins made the announcement in a news release on Monday, and will have a news conference at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Target Field. 
 
The Twins did not disclose financial terms of the contract, but USA Today reported that it was for around $4 million over the three years. 
 
Molitor is one of the favorites for the American League manager of the year award. The Twins were the first team to make the Major League 
Baseball playoffs after a 100-loss season, rebounding from a 59-103 record in 2016 to go 85-77 in 2017. They earned the second wild-card berth 
in the American League before losing to the Yankees 8-4 on Tuesday in a one-game playoff in New York. 
 
Following the loss, Molitor declined to talk about his future with the Twins. 
 
Molitor, 61, has a three-year record of 227-259 despite two winning seasons. The team’s 2016 season led to the dismissal of GM Terry Ryan and 
the arrival of Falvey and GM Thad Levine. 
 
The new regime agreed when it arrived last November that Molitor would manage the 2017 season, the final year of his contract. Falvey said 
late in the season that the manager’s status would not be discussed until the season was over. 
 
Pitching coach Neil Allen has been told that he would not be brought back next year, but the Twins have not made an announcement regarding 
the future of Molitor’s other coaches. The coaches met with Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey last week. 
 
Third base coach Gene Glynn, Allen, bullpen coach Eddie Guardado, assistant hitting coach Rudy Hernandez and bench coach Joe Vavra have 
been with Molitor all three seasons. 
 
Hitting coach James Rowson, first base coach Jeff Smith and coach Jeff Pickler were added before the past season. 
 
Molitor, a St. Paul native, is in the Baseball Hall of Fame after a 21-season playing career that ended with three seasons in Minnesota. He took 
over as Twins manager in November, 2014, after Ron Gardenhire was fired. 
 
Monetary details for Molitor’s last contract were never disclosed, but the three-year deal was believed to have been worth in the vicinity of $4 
million. 
 
Twins retain Paul Molitor on three-year extension, fire pitching coach Neil Allen 

Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | October 9, 2017  

 
After guiding the Twins to a record-setting turnaround, Paul Molitor has agreed to a new three-year contract, the team announced Monday 
afternoon. 
 
Molitor, 61, was invited back on Oct. 5, two days after a season-ending loss to the New York Yankees in the American League wild-card game. 
Molitor, whose original three-year deal had expired, then spent the better part of the next four days weighing the merits of a Twins offer that 
improved over the weekend. 
 
A person with direct knowledge said Sunday night the two sides were “moving in a positive direction” and had reclaimed momentum in the 
talks after entering a “holding pattern” on Friday. Hired by former general manager Terry Ryan in November 2014, Molitor successfully 
navigated his first contract negotiation with current bosses Derek Falvey and Thad Levine. 
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Hours after Molitor’s return was announced, pitching coach Neil Allen confirmed his firing after three seasons in that role with the Twins. Allen, 
59, was hired out of the Tampa Bay Rays system by Ryan and became a popular mentor to Twins pitchers such as Ervin Santana, Kyle Gibson and 
Jose Berrios. 
 
“I know they’re new people on the block, so probably in the back of their minds they had thoughts of making changes,” Allen said of Falvey and 
Levine. “Did I think I would be part of the changes? Why wouldn’t I? It didn’t totally surprise me because they’re new and they’re free to do 
what they want to do — and they did.” 
 
Potential in-house candidates to replace Allen include Triple-A Rochester pitching coach Stu Cliburn; Double-A Chattanooga pitching coach Ivan 
Arteaga; director of major league video scouting Jeremy Hefner; and Twins bullpen coach Eddie Guardado. 
 
Outside candidates could include former Twins World Series MVP Frank Viola, Triple-A pitching coach for the New York Mets; minor-league 
pitching coordinators such as ex-Gophers star Jim Brower (Chicago Cubs), Danny Clark (Texas Rangers) and Ruben Niebla (Cleveland Indians); 
and recently dismissed big-league pitching coaches Jim Hickey (Rays); Bob McClure (Philadelphia Phillies); Dave Eiland (Kansas City Royals); Rich 
Dubee (Detroit Tigers) and Dan Warthen (Mets). 
 
McClure and Molitor were teammates with the Milwaukee Brewers for nearly a decade. 
 
Twins starters improved from dead last in earned run average (5.39) to 19th (4.73) last season, even while running out the likes of Nick Tepesch, 
Tim Melville, Adam Wilk, Nik Turley and 44-year-old Bartolo Colon, the majors’ oldest player. 
 
A rookie-laden bullpen finished 22nd in ERA (4.40), up four spots from 2016, and veteran right-handers Brandon Kintzler (traded on July 31) and 
Matt Belisle went a combined 37 for 43 (86 percent) in save chances while in the closer role. That wasn’t enough to keep the Twins’ front office 
from seeking an upgrade. 
 
Under Allen, the Twins churned through a club-record 36 pitchers (16 starters) but still managed to improve 10 spots in earned-run average 
(4.60, 19th) and had the fourth-best walk rate (7.8 percent). 
 
Along with staff ace Ervin Santana, a 16-game winner for the first time since 2010, Kintzler gave the Twins’ pitching staff two representatives at 
the All-Star Game in Miami this July. That marked the first time since 2006 (Johan Santana, Francisco Liriano) that the Twins had more than one 
pitcher selected as all-stars. 
 
“To accomplish what we did this year and do it with the guys we did, I’m thrilled to death,”  Allen said. “A lot of guys stepped up and did a 
wonderful job. I have nothing but admiration and total respect for them. Nobody gave those guys a chance coming out of spring training. This is 
always going to be a special group in my heart.”. 
 
While Molitor’s new salary was not immediately known, it reportedly would be less than the estimated $2 million per season enjoyed by 
predecessor Ron Gardenhire, who was fired after the 2014 season and now serves as bench coach for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
Under Molitor, the Twins ended a seven-year postseason drought that had ranked as the sixth-longest active streak. The Seattle Mariners, who 
employed Molitor as their hitting coach in 2004 and last reached the postseason in 2001, have the longest active drought. 
 
“He’s extremely baseball smart,” Twins catcher Chris Gimenez said of Molitor last week. “He’s in the hall of fame for a reason. Yeah, he was a 
great player, but you have to think the game to do what he did on the field. I see it constantly. He’s very much ahead of the game. Sometimes it 
hasn’t worked out necessarily the way you draw it up, but I think for the most part I’d take him any day of the week.”  
 
Along with Tom Kelly and Gardenhire, Molitor is one of just three managers for the Twins over the past three-plus decades, dating to late in the 
1986 season. Molitor’s first team won 83 games in 2015, then slumped to a Minnesota-worst 103 losses last year before rebounding to go 85-77 
this year. 
The 26-win improvement was the biggest in Twins history. After compiling a negative run differential for much of the season, the Twins rallied 
late to finish at plus-27 but still outperformed their expected Pythagorean record by two wins, according to Baseball-Reference.com. 
 
Molitor became the first hall of fame player to manage a team in the postseason since Bob Lemon took the 1981 Yankees to the World Series. 
That doesn’t include those later elected by the veterans’ committee. 
 
Coming off a devastating sophomore campaign, Molitor went along with a pair of difficult dismissals from his original staff: hitting coach and 
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former Twins World Series winner Tom Brunansky and first-base/outfield coach Butch Davis. People with direct knowledge said Molitor hoped 
to bring back his full coaching staff in 2018. 
 
Former Chicago Cubs hitting coach James Rowson was brought in from the New York Yankees’ minor-league system and helped the youthful 
Twins lineup improve almost across the board. The Twins went from 16th to seventh in runs (815) and 22nd to seventh in on-base percentage 
(.334). 
 
Major league coach Jeff Pickler and first-base coach Jeff Smith were the other two additions to the 2017 staff. Rowson, Pickler and Guardado 
were already signed through 2018. 
 
Twins retain Paul Molitor on three-year extension, fire pitching coach Neil Allen 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 9, 2017  
 

After guiding the Twins to a record-setting turnaround, Paul Molitor has agreed to a new three-year contract, the team announced Monday 
afternoon. 
 
Molitor, 61, was invited back on Oct. 5, two days after a season-ending loss to the New York Yankees in the American League wild-card game. 
Molitor, whose original three-year deal had expired, then spent the better part of the next four days weighing the merits of a Twins offer that 
improved over the weekend. 
 
A person with direct knowledge said Sunday night the two sides were “moving in a positive direction” and had reclaimed momentum in the 
talks after entering a “holding pattern” on Friday. Hired by former general manager Terry Ryan in November 2014, Molitor successfully 
navigated his first contract negotiation with current bosses Derek Falvey and Thad Levine. 
 
Hours after Molitor’s return was announced, pitching coach Neil Allen confirmed his firing after three seasons in that role with the Twins. Allen, 
59, was hired out of the Tampa Bay Rays system by Ryan and became a popular mentor to Twins pitchers such as Ervin Santana, Kyle Gibson and 
Jose Berrios. 
 
“I know they’re new people on the block, so probably in the back of their minds they had thoughts of making changes,” Allen said of Falvey and 
Levine. “Did I think I would be part of the changes? Why wouldn’t I? It didn’t totally surprise me because they’re new and they’re free to do 
what they want to do — and they did.” 
 
Potential in-house candidates to replace Allen include Triple-A Rochester pitching coach Stu Cliburn; Double-A Chattanooga pitching coach Ivan 
Arteaga; director of major league video scouting Jeremy Hefner; and Twins bullpen coach Eddie Guardado. 
 
Outside candidates could include former Twins World Series MVP Frank Viola, Triple-A pitching coach for the New York Mets; minor-league 
pitching coordinators such as ex-Gophers star Jim Brower (Chicago Cubs), Danny Clark (Texas Rangers) and Ruben Niebla (Cleveland Indians); 
and recently dismissed big-league pitching coaches Jim Hickey (Rays); Bob McClure (Philadelphia Phillies); Dave Eiland (Kansas City Royals); Rich 
Dubee (Detroit Tigers) and Dan Warthen (Mets). 
 
McClure and Molitor were teammates with the Milwaukee Brewers for nearly a decade. 
 
Twins starters improved from dead last in earned run average (5.39) to 19th (4.73) last season, even while running out the likes of Nick Tepesch, 
Tim Melville, Adam Wilk, Nik Turley and 44-year-old Bartolo Colon, the majors’ oldest player. 
 
A rookie-laden bullpen finished 22nd in ERA (4.40), up four spots from 2016, and veteran right-handers Brandon Kintzler (traded on July 31) and 
Matt Belisle went a combined 37 for 43 (86 percent) in save chances while in the closer role. That wasn’t enough to keep the Twins’ front office 
from seeking an upgrade. 
 
Under Allen, the Twins churned through a club-record 36 pitchers (16 starters) but still managed to improve 10 spots in earned-run average 
(4.60, 19th) and had the fourth-best walk rate (7.8 percent). 
 
Along with staff ace Ervin Santana, a 16-game winner for the first time since 2010, Kintzler gave the Twins’ pitching staff two representatives at 
the All-Star Game in Miami this July. That marked the first time since 2006 (Johan Santana, Francisco Liriano) that the Twins had more than one 
pitcher selected as all-stars. 
 
“To accomplish what we did this year and do it with the guys we did, I’m thrilled to death,”  Allen said. “A lot of guys stepped up and did a 
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wonderful job. I have nothing but admiration and total respect for them. Nobody gave those guys a chance coming out of spring training. This is 
always going to be a special group in my heart.”. 
 
While Molitor’s new salary was not immediately known, it reportedly would be less than the estimated $2 million per season enjoyed by 
predecessor Ron Gardenhire, who was fired after the 2014 season and now serves as bench coach for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
Under Molitor, the Twins ended a seven-year postseason drought that had ranked as the sixth-longest active streak. The Seattle Mariners, who 
employed Molitor as their hitting coach in 2004 and last reached the postseason in 2001, have the longest active drought. 
 
“He’s extremely baseball smart,” Twins catcher Chris Gimenez said of Molitor last week. “He’s in the hall of fame for a reason. Yeah, he was a 
great player, but you have to think the game to do what he did on the field. I see it constantly. He’s very much ahead of the game. Sometimes it 
hasn’t worked out necessarily the way you draw it up, but I think for the most part I’d take him any day of the week.” 
 
Along with Tom Kelly and Gardenhire, Molitor is one of just three managers for the Twins over the past three-plus decades, dating to late in the 
1986 season. Molitor’s first team won 83 games in 2015, then slumped to a Minnesota-worst 103 losses last year before rebounding to go 85-77 
this year. 
The 26-win improvement was the biggest in Twins history. After compiling a negative run differential for much of the season, the Twins rallied 
late to finish at plus-27 but still outperformed their expected Pythagorean record by two wins, according to Baseball-Reference.com. 
 
Molitor became the first hall of fame player to manage a team in the postseason since Bob Lemon took the 1981 Yankees to the World Series. 
That doesn’t include those later elected by the veterans’ committee. 
 
Coming off a devastating sophomore campaign, Molitor went along with a pair of difficult dismissals from his original staff: hitting coach and 
former Twins World Series winner Tom Brunansky and first-base/outfield coach Butch Davis. People with direct knowledge said Molitor hoped 
to bring back his full coaching staff in 2018. 
 
Former Chicago Cubs hitting coach James Rowson was brought in from the New York Yankees’ minor-league system and helped the youthful 
Twins lineup improve almost across the board. The Twins went from 16th to seventh in runs (815) and 22nd to seventh in on-base percentage 
(.334). 
 
Major league coach Jeff Pickler and first-base coach Jeff Smith were the other two additions to the 2017 staff. Rowson, Pickler and Guardado 
were already signed through 2018. 
 
Don’t tell Paul Molitor’s Twins the sacrifice bunt is a dying art 

Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | October 9, 2017  

 
With each of the Twins’ 53 sacrifice bunt attempts this season, second-most in the American League, Twitter’s court of public opinion would 
light up with its trusted hashtag of shrieking disapproval: #NeverBunt. 
 
While this is to some extent an oversimplication — bunting for a hit, for instance, is quite different than willingly giving up a precious out — 
manager Paul Molitor’s oft-professed affection for a well-placed bunt increasingly runs counter to the overall industry trend. 
 
Thanks to the run-expectancy matrix readily found online, which breaks down expected scoring outcomes for average teams under each of the 
24 base-out states, it has become easier than ever for even casual baseball fans to recognize the limited or nonexistent value of moving runners 
with a so-called productive out. 
 
With baseballs flying over distant fences once more at record levels and runs more plentiful than at any time since the heart of the steroid era, 
teams continue to deemphasize sacrifice bunting. Molitor’s Twins, however, remain among the holdouts. 
 
“There’s a reason that the sacrifice bunt is used less than at any point in the history of the game,” ESPN baseball play-by-play broadcaster Jon 
“Boog” Sciambi said. “Teams have figured out with their front offices that mathematically it’s not a particularly good play.” 
 
AL teams combined for just 272 successful sacrifice bunts during the regular season, down 22.3 percent from the 2016 total of 350 and a 40-
percent decline from the 453 successful sacrifices executed in 2015, Molitor’s first season as a manager at any level. 
 
That ended a stretch of more than four decades, dating to the implementation of the designated hitter rule in 1973, in which AL teams kept 
their sacrifice bunts in a range between roughly 450 and 600 each season. Clearly, something has changed in offensive strategy as modern 
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hitters reshape their swings to produce higher exit velocities and launch angles. 
 
Nonetheless, outliers remain. 
 
“I was just in Denver, and the Rockies lead the majors in sacrifice bunts (62),” Sciambi said. “The Rockies should never lead the majors in 
sacrifice bunts. I think it’s irresponsible to not at least have a basic knowledge of a run-expectation table. I’m not talking about how many runs 
will score but just the chance of getting a run and what the percentage increases/decreases are from one spot to another. That’s just how I feel 
about it — strongly.” 
 
‘ABC PHILOSOPHY’  
 
Asked well into September if the power explosion across the game had changed his thinking on the value of a sacrifice bunt, Molitor shook his 
head. 
 
“Not a lot,” he said. “I’m looking at situations and matchups. Who’s coming up when I’m thinking about possibly giving a guy an opportunity to 
move a runner as opposed to potentially maybe getting a hit and having a guy hit a three-run homer instead of a two-run homer. It’s very 
circumstantial.” 
 
Molitor, it should be noted, often gives his hitters the option of advancing a runner from second with nobody out by either a bunt or a 
groundball to the right side. From 2010-15, however, the run expectancy actually declined by 19 percent when going from runner on second 
with nobody out (1.068 runs) to runner on third with one out (0.865). 
 
Bunting a runner over from first with nobody out causes the run expectancy to decline even more (22.5 percent) for a given inning (from 0.831 
runs to 0.644). 
 
What about bunting two runners up by 90 feet with men on first and second and nobody out? That will take you from a run expectancy of 1.373 
to 1.352 — a negligible value at best. 
 
“The one I look at even more than the man on first is the man on second, nobody out — the old ABC philosophy of ‘Get ’em on, get ’em over, 
get ’em in,’ “ Molitor said. “Your (run) expectancy, I think, in general is a little bit higher if you don’t try to give up an out to advance the runner, 
but I think those numbers are skewed a little bit by situations.” 
 
Just one Twins sacrifice all year came with one out: Byron Buxton’s successful squeeze bunt on Aug. 13 at Detroit. Half of their successful 
sacrifices came with a runner on first, eight more came with a runner on second and four came with runners on first and second. 
 
“Sometimes that run feels somewhat critical to a potential outcome,” Molitor said. “It’s going to be a little different (than  the expectancy). I 
know I do that less than I used to, ask guys to move runners with a man on second, nobody out. Sometimes it’s personnel-related more than it is 
a league number that’s been created.” 
 
DATA BREAKDOWN  
 
Nearly a third of the Twins’ 26 successful sacrifice bunts (third-most in the AL) came during a 19-day span from Aug. 31 (Max Kepler against the 
Chicago White Sox) to Sept. 18 at Yankee Stadium, where rookie pinch-hitter Zack Granite moved a runner into scoring position with an eighth-
inning bunt off a 98-mph fastball from towering reliever Dellin Betances. 
 
Trailing 2-1 at the time, the Twins failed to score en route to a loss by that same margin. 
 
“I honestly don’t know anything about sabermetrics or any of that,” Granite said. “I just play the game. I can’t worry about launch angle because 
launch angle didn’t get me here. All I know is Mollie told me I was going in to sacrifice bunt, so I knew I was going to get that bunt down. You 
want your hottest hitters up. I totally understood that.” 
 
That marked the fifth straight time they went scoreless after a sacrifice bunt, and it was the seventh such time in eight tries during that span. 
While Eddie Rosario and Eduardo Escobar would both bunt foul on sacrifice bunt attempts on Sept. 23 at Detroit, their “failures” framing an 
eight-run eighth-inning outburst, Granite’s sacrifice would be the last of the Twins’ 85-win season. 
 
In games with at least one sacrifice bunt from their lineup, the Twins went 14-6, including 5-3 in such games decided by one run or in extra 
innings. 
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Nearly half of the Twins’ successful sacrifices (11) came in the eighth inning. The sixth inning (four bunts) was their next most likely frame, while 
they failed to drop a single sacrifice in the fourth inning. 
 
Fourteen of their successful sacrifice bunts came on the road. Eleven came with the score tied, nine when leading by a single run and three 
more when trailing by a run. 
 
They would go on to score in a given inning 14 times (53.8 percent) after sacrifice bunting. That rate plummeted after they enjoyed an 80-
percent success rate during the first half (8 of 10). 
 
Measured against the run expectancy for a given situation, the Twins were successful 10 times (38.5 percent), but just three of those (18.8 
percent) came in 16 tries after the all-star break. 
 
The speedy Buxton led with 11 sacrifice bunt attempts, but some of those were attempts to reach via hit. Jorge Polanco, who morphed into a 
No. 3 hitter with a huge final two months, led the Twins with seven successful sacrifice bunts on 10 attempts. 
 
Overall, the Twins’ 49-percent success rate was fourth-worst in the AL. The Kansas City Royals tried just 24 sacrifice bunts but advanced the 
runner at a 71-percent clip. 
 
“I’m always looking for those situations,” Molitor said. “And the fact that there’s more home runs, you don’t necessarily want to give up an out 
all the time to accomplish scoring a run or, hopefully, multiple runs. It’s just a matter of being aware of who’s coming up: Does he have a better 
chance to get a hit or hit a homer?” 
 
With nine different Twins reaching double figures in home runs, six with 16 or more, there was plenty to consider. 
 
“If I think he’s got a good chance to hit a homer, then I might not waste an out trying to get a guy into scoring position,” Molitor said. “Those are 
things that you think about.” 
 
INSIDE THE LINES  
 
Context is important, Chris Gimenez will tell you. The Twins’ veteran backup catcher was successful in two of his three sacrifice bunt attempts, 
giving him 13 in his nine-year career, and still sees a place for it in the game. 
 
“It’s not a dying art, let’s put it that way,” Gimenez said. “Even in the American League, sometimes it can definitely play big.” 
 
Gimenez split his previous three seasons between the Cleveland Indians and the Texas Rangers, organizations that last fall happened to send the 
Twins their new baseball-operations duo of Derek Falvey and Thad Levine, respectively. 
 
While the Indians have cut their use of the sacrifice bunt precipitously, going from a league-leading 47 in 2015 to just 23 (fifth in the AL) this 
season, the Rangers have dropped from 43 to 27 in that same span, bouncing back up from 18 (10th in the league) in 2016. 
 
Asked about the run-expectancy matrix, Gimenez said he was only vaguely familiar with it. 
 
“I’ve never seen that once,” he said. “I know I’ve heard about it.” 
 
Lost in the data, he believes, is the “different set of stresses on the pitcher and the catcher” caused by moving runners into scoring position or 
all the way to third base. Suddenly, the runner on second is in a prime spot to relay information (legally) to the batter or a wild pitch or passed 
ball could bring home a run when it previously would not. 
 
“Those are things that the normal fan might not realize,” Gimenez said. “It’s not (reflected) in that (run expectancy), and I understand and 
respect that. But just from a non-statistical, strictly baseball perspective — inside the lines — some things are lost in translation when it comes 
to the stresses moving a guy up 90 feet can put on a pitching staff and a defense, especially at catcher.” 
 
Sciambi, among the fast-growing number of avid sabermetics devotees in the mainstream media, doesn’t agree. 
 
“In the end that would play out in the data; it just would,” he said. “There’s too many inputs here. There’s no small sample that we’re talking 
about in this spot.” 
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Asked what he would say to the #NeverBunt crowd, Molitor smiled. Seventy-five times in his hall of fame playing career he was credited with a 
sacrifice bunt — a 48-percent success rate — so to some extent the gambit is rooted in his baseball DNA. 
 
“I’m sure there’s a lot of them out there,” he said. “I don’t pay attention particularly to people that want to have an opinion about when we do 
and when we don’t (bunt). To try to break it down exactly, situation to situation, is nearly impossible. I do know that there have been games 
that we’ve won this year where a bunt in the middle of a rally has been the difference in the game.” 
 
If that means at times giving up one of those 27 precious outs in exchange for a different base-out scenario, Molitor remains willing to do so 
more than most of his AL peers. 
 
“It’s about doing what you feel is best in the moment to try to help your team win,” he said. “If it’s a bunt or a swing or moving guys at times, 
whatever it might be. Bunting has been a part of the game forever. I think it’s a proven commodity.” 
 
Twins give Molitor three-year deal as manager 

Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | October 9, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After leading the Twins to a surprise run to the 2017 AL Wild Card Game one season after losing 103 games, Paul Molitor 
signed a three-year contract to remain Minnesota's manager through the 2020 season, the club announced Monday. 
 
Molitor, whose three-year contract expired after the season, had been negotiating with chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager 
Thad Levine since Wednesday. Falvey and Molitor will meet with the media on Tuesday. There still could be changes to the coaching staff. 
 
Molitor, a candidate for the American League Manager of the Year Award, guided the Twins to a franchise-record 26-win improvement from last 
season, becoming the first team to go from losing more than 100 games to the postseason the following season. They were also the second club 
to have the No. 1 overall pick and make the playoffs in the same year, joining the 2008 Rays. 
 
The 61-year-old Hall of Famer is also popular in the clubhouse, as Twins players view him as a stoic leader and endorsed him after their AL Wild 
Card Game loss to the Yankees on Tuesday. Molitor helped keep spirits high after the Twins were sellers at the non-waiver Trade Deadline, but 
bounced back to go 20-10 in August and take control of the second AL Wild Card spot. 
 
"I, 100 percent -- and I speak for everyone in here -- I want him back," second baseman Brian Dozier said. 
 
Molitor finished third in the balloting for the AL Manager of the Year Award in 2015, including receiving two first-place votes, after leading the 
Twins to an 83-win season that had them in AL Wild Card contention until the second-to-the-last day of the season. But the '16 season saw the 
Twins start 0-9 en route to a Major League-worst 59-103 record. Molitor's career record is 227-259. 
 
As a player, the St. Paul native hit .306/.369/.448 with 3,319 hits in a 20-year career with the Brewers, Blue Jays and Twins. Molitor was a seven-
time All-Star and won the 1993 World Series MVP Award with the Blue Jays. 
 
2017 saw Twins take giant step forward 

Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | October 9, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins were perhaps baseball's biggest surprise in 2017, going from 103 losses to their first postseason berth since 2010, 
becoming the second team to have the No. 1 overall Draft pick and make the postseason the same year. 
 
It ended with an 8-4 loss in the American League Wild Card Game to the Yankees in New York, but it was still a memorable season for the Twins, 
who improved their win total by a franchise-record 26 games. Here's a look at some of the top storylines and moments from their 2017 season: 
 
The rise of Buxton 
Byron Buxton had his breakout season, becoming a threat offensively to go along with his elite speed and defensive prowess in center field. He 
was the game's fastest player, leading Cincinnati's Billy Hamilton in Statcast™'s sprint speed metric, and was arguably baseball's best defensive 
player, leading all outfielders in Statcast™'s outs above average by a considerable margin. 
 
Offensively, Buxton made mechanical changes at the plate, ditching his leg kick in early June, and he experienced an incredible second half 
offensively. Buxton hit .300/.347/.546 with 11 homers and 13 steals without getting caught in 57 games after the All-Star break. If he can 
replicate anything close to those numbers going forward, he could emerge as one of the game's next stars. 
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Young core emerges 
It wasn't just Buxton who made major strides in 2017, as the Twins have a young and exciting core of position players composed of third 
baseman Miguel Sano, left fielder Eddie Rosario, shortstop Jorge Polanco and right fielder Max Kepler. All five were 25 or younger during the 
season, as the Twins trotted out the AL's youngest lineup, yet finished seventh in the Majors in runs scored. 
 
Sano blasted 28 homers in 114 games before suffering a left shin stress reaction that essentially ended his season, while Rosario hit .290 with 27 
homers, Polanco had a huge second half offensively with an .870 OPS, and Kepler had 19 homers and 32 doubles while rating as one of the 
league's best right fielders defensively. 
 
Veterans step up 
It was a young Twins team, but it was helped by the leadership and play of veterans such as Joe Mauer, Brian Dozier, Ervin Santana, Jason Castro 
and Matt Belisle. Minnesota sold at the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline, but bounced back to go 20-10 in August, and it was the clubhouse 
leaders who made sure things didn't go south the way they did in 2016. 
 
Mauer also returned to his vintage form, hitting .305/.384/.417 while playing Gold Glove-caliber defense at first base. Dozier cracked a team-
high 34 homers, Santana posted a 3.28 ERA in 33 starts, Castro provided plus-defense behind the plate, and Belisle emerged as a reliable closer 
after All-Star Brandon Kintzler was traded to the Nationals. Of that group, only Belisle is headed to free agency. 
 
Pitching improves 
The Twins had the second-worst ERA in baseball in 2016, but improved that figure to 19th this season. Santana was the anchor, but Jose Berrios 
wowed with his impressive stuff, while Kyle Gibson posted a 3.76 ERA in the second half. Adalberto Mejia showed flashes in his rookie season, 
while Bartolo Colon made a few memorable starts, including a complete-game win over the Rangers. 
 
In the bullpen, Belisle overcame a rough start, while rookies Trevor Hildenberger and Alan Busenitz emerged as go-to relievers, and Taylor 
Rogers had a solid year as the primary lefty. The Twins will go into the offseason looking for more pitching help, but it was a step forward this 
season. 
 
Memorable series in Cleveland 
Dozier's 150th homer of his career was the biggest of his career, as he crushed a three-run shot off Indians reliever Bryan Shaw on Sept. 26 to 
put the Twins ahead in the eighth and essentially punch a ticket to the postseason, reducing their magic number to one with five games left. 
Minnesota clinched the next day, but did it after a loss, as the players all watched the Angels and White Sox play from the visiting clubhouse 
after the game, needing Chicago to win. Nicky Delmonico hit a walk-off homer and the celebration was on for the Twins. 
 
Fans can help choose Aaron Award winners 

Mark Newman |MLB.com | October 9, 2017  

 
"As a ballplayer, I always figured that I had a bat and all the pitcher had was a little ball, and as long as I kept swinging that bat, I'd be all right." 
-- Hank Aaron, from his autobiography "I Had A Hammer" 
 
Voting is underway through Friday to help decide who wins the 2017 Hank Aaron Awards, recognizing two Major League Baseball players who 
kept swinging on their way to the title of most outstanding offensive performance in each league. 
 
American League nominees include: Mike Trout of the Angels, Jose Altuve of the Astros, Khris Davis of the Athletics, Josh Donaldson of the Blue 
Jays, Jose Ramirez of the Indians, Nelson Cruz of the Mariners, Jonathan Schoop of the Orioles, Elvis Andrus of the Rangers, Logan Morrison of 
the Rays, Mookie Betts of the Red Sox, Eric Hosmer of the Royals, Nicholas Castellanos of the Tigers, Brian Dozier of the Twins, Jose Abreu of 
the White Sox and Aaron Judge of the Yankees. 
 
National League finalists are: Freddie Freeman of the Braves, Travis Shaw of the Brewers, Tommy Pham of the Cardinals, Anthony Rizzo of the 
Cubs, Paul Goldschmidt of the D-backs, Cody Bellinger of the Dodgers, Buster Posey of the Giants, Giancarlo Stanton of the Marlins, Michael 
Conforto of the Mets, Ryan Zimmerman of the Nationals, Jose Pirela of the Padres, Odubel Herrera of the Phillies, Andrew McCutchen of the 
Pirates, Joey Votto of the Reds and Charlie Blackmon of the Rockies. 
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Report: Twins fire pitching coach Neil Allen 

Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 9, 2017  

  
On the same day the Twins announced a contract extension for Paul Molitor, the team is moving on from pitching coach Neil Allen, according to 
a report from the Star Tribune. 
 
Allen, the team’s pitching coach for the past 3 seasons, was informed he wouldn’t be back next year, according to the report. 
 
It’s not yet clear if Allen is the only member of Molitor’s staff to be let go. It’s also not clear if Minnesota has a new pitching coach lined up, or if 
a search will ensue. 
 
Derek Falvey took over the Twins after having a hand in Cleveland’s pitching breakout. In Allen’s three years with the Twins, the pitching staff 
ranked and 19th, 29th and 19th in ERA, respectively. It’s hard to assess from afar how much blame or credit Allen deserves for the pitching staff. 
 
Twins and Paul Molitor agree to a multi-year contract 

Derek Wetmore | 1500 ESPN | October 9, 2017  

 
The Twins will not have to go looking for a new manager this winter. Paul Molitor will be back for a fourth season as the team’s manager, part of 
a 3-year contract extension signed recently, the team announced Monday. 
 
His old contract would have expired at the end of this year. His new deal will run through the 2020 season. The Star Tribune first reported that 
the contract was done. 
 
A deal was expected to be reached last week, in the days after the Twins lost to the Yankees in the Wild Card round of the MLB Postseason. But 
the days ticked off without any kind of official announcement — which finally came Monday. 
 
It’s not yet clear whether Molitor’s coaching staff will remain intact. There has been speculation that the field staff will not look the same next 
year. 
 
Twins sign manager Paul Molitor to 3-year extension 

Associated Press | October 9, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Twins are bringing back Paul Molitor as manager after he led a historic turnaround. 
 
The Twins announced Monday that Molitor is getting a new three-year deal that keeps him under contract through 2020. They went 85-77 this 
season, becoming the first team to make the playoffs after losing at least 100 games the previous year. They lost to the New York Yankees in the 
AL wild-card game last week. 
 
Molitor spent the entire season in the final year of his initial three-year contract signed in 2014. New executives Derek Falvey and Thad Levine 
never addressed the manager’s future during the season, which saw a 26-game improvement from 2016. That led to some uncertainty about 
whether they would retain a manager they inherited when they took over. 
 
But with Molitor among the front-runners for AL manager of the year, the two sides reached agreement on a new deal less than a week after 
the season ended. 
 
A St. Paul native who spent the final three seasons of a Hall of Fame career with the Twins, Molitor has earned the loyalty and respect of his 
players with an even-keeled demeanor and impressive grasp of the game. Prior to being hired as manager, he served as a roving instructor in 
the Twins’ minor league system, forging strong bonds with players like Brian Dozier, Miguel Sano and Byron Buxton that laid the groundwork for 
this season’s renaissance. 
 
“He’s our skipper. He’s our leader,” Dozier said after the Twins were eliminated by the Yankees. “He does so much, having his hands on every 
single thing. … When you’ve got a guy like that, we feel lucky.” 
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Molitor was hired to replace longtime manager Ron Gardenhire for the 2015 season. The Twins were coming off of their fourth straight season 
of 90-plus losses, but Molitor spearheaded a surprisingly competitive 83-79 year that kept them in the playoff conversation deep into 
September. 
 
Then came the disastrous 2016 season in which the Twins lost 103 games, looking hapless in the field, on the base paths and on the mound. 
They lost more games than any Twins team that came before them and ushered respected general manager Terry Ryan out the door. 
 
Owner Jim Pohlad hired Falvey from the Cleveland Indians and Levine from the Texas Rangers to oversee the rebuild, a pair of uncharacteristic 
moves for an owner who has long been known for promoting from within. Pohlad made keeping Molitor through the final year of his contract a 
prerequisite for accepting the position, a set of circumstances that had skeptics believing Molitor’s time in Minnesota was nearing an end. 
 
Over the last two months of the season as the Twins surged back into playoff contention, Falvey and Levine remained noncommittal when 
asked about Molitor’s status. There remained a possibility that Falvey and Levine would still decide to part ways with Molitor and conduct their 
own search to bring in their own manager. 
 
In a season that saw Buxton break out after looking overwhelmed early in his career, Joe Mauer’s return to be a .300 hitter and the team’s 
return to the postseason for the first time since 2010, the list of successes grew too long to ignore. The decision to bring him back no doubt 
comes as a welcome one for Pohlad, whose family has employed just three managers since 1986. 
 
Top Minnesota Twins players, moments of 2017 

FSN | October 9, 2017  

 
The Minnesota Twins beat the odds in 2017, making an improbable run to the playoffs just a year after losing 103 games. 
 
How did they get there? 
 
From speedy center fielder Byron Buxton to resurgent first baseman Joe Mauer, plenty of Twins favorites stepped up this season. 
 
Check out our picks for the best Twins players of the season. 
 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER - Brian Dozier 
Dozier didn't quite reach the heights he did in 2016, but the veteran second baseman and fan favorite delivered another stellar season. He led 
the Twins with 34 home runs and trailed only injured slugger Miguel Sano with an .859 OPS, while driving in 93 runs, 25 more than anyone else. 
Dozier upped his game after the All-Star break, hitting .301 the rest of the way after batting .242 during the first half and going from 13 home 
runs in 81 games to 21 dingers in 71 games. He thrived in the leadoff spot and reached an obscure milestone in the postseason, becoming the 
first player ever to homer in the first at-bat of the first game of the playoffs. 
 
CY YOUNG - Ervin Santana 
Santana's slider failed him in the wild-card game, but his dominance before the All-Star break and his steadiness on the mound throughout the 
season formed the core of the Twins' rotation. The soft-spoken 34-year-old embarrassed hitters in the first half, posting a 1.75 ERA through the 
first two months of the season and carrying a 2.99 ERA into the break. His numbers rose a bit towards the end of the season, but Santana 
remained one of the most reliable arms in the American League throughout. He led the majors with five complete games and three shutouts 
(tied with Cleveland Indians ace Corey Kluber). 
 
TOP MOMENT – Joe Mauer’s walk-off home run (May 5) 
With two outs in the ninth inning of a tied home game against the Boston Red Sox, Mauer sent a shoulder-high pitch into the Twins bullpen in 
left-center field for his first career walk-off homer. The 34-year-old pumped his fist around the bases (circa 1991 Kirby Puckett) before getting 
doused by his teammates at home plate -- and later, carried off the field like a rag doll in the arms of Miguel Sano. Since the walk-off blast was 
early in the year, it set the tone for the Twins playoff season and Mauer’s resurgence at the plate.  In the words of Joe himself: “That’s pretty 
good … that’s pretty good right there.” 
 
BEST WIN – Twins 8, Indians 6 (Sept. 26) 
Minnesota was days away from clinching the second American League wild card, but after the Twins twice squandered two-run leads to 
Cleveland on Sept. 26, doubts began to creep back in the minds of fans. Minnesota had a five-game lead with six contests left in the year … 
there’s no way it misses the playoffs, right? Right. With one out in the top of the eighth inning, Dozier pummeled an 0-1 cutter from Cleveland’s 
Bryan Shaw into the seats for a three-run home run, enough to give the Twins the lead for good and all but lock up the franchise’s first playoff 
berth since 2010. (That would officially come the following night … thanks White Sox.) 
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MOST IMPROVED - Byron Buxton 
Buxton's coming out party finally arrived, and it was a rager. Hitting coach James Rowson and manager Paul Molitor worked with the gifted 
center fielder on his mechanics, eliminating Buxton's leg kick and shortening his stride. The tweaks worked wonders. From July 1 on Buxton hit 
.309/.358/.536 with 12 home runs, eight doubles and five triples, numbers that would eventually help the Twins offset the loss of slugger 
Miguel Sano and power them to playoffs. 
 
UNSUNG HERO - Joe Mauer 
After a few years of quietly stellar defense and middling production at the plate, the Mauer of old returned in 2017. Seemingly re-energized by 
the playoff chase, Mauer hit above .300 for the first time since 2013 -- the last time he won a Silver Slugger award or appeared in an All-Star 
Game -- but his play down the stretch recalled the 34-year-old's days as an MVP contender. Mauer hit .340 from Aug. 1 to the end of the season 
while posting Gold Glove-caliber numbers on defense, providing the Twins with a steady bat as they battled for the second wild-card spot. His 
$184 million contract -- which expires after next season -- is a sore spot with certain Twins fans, but Mauer's return to form was essential to the 
Twins' bounce-back season. 
 
TOP NEWCOMER - Bartolo Colon 
If that really was Big Sexy's last ride (he says it's not, and honestly we kind of believe him) then baseball will be a little less fun next season. The 
44-year-old's velocity may have dipped, but his pinpoint accuracy (and sheer Bartolo-ness) propped up the back of the Twins' rotation when 
Hector Santiago and Adalberto Mejia faltered. He finished with an unremarkable 5.18 ERA in 15 starts, but the 44-year-old super-veteran had 
enough left to help keep the Twins afloat, going six-plus innings nine times and providing the Twins with valuable innings down the stretch. 
 
COMEBACK KID – Kyle Gibson 
Gibson is far from a “kid” at age 29, but his consistency on the mound in the final two months of the season really did come out of nowhere. 
Gibby was optioned to Triple-A not once but twice – most recently on July 25 – but once he was recalled, the right-hander was everything the 
Twins needed as a consistent starter behind Santana and Jose Berrios. Minnesota won nine of Gibson’s final 11 starts, thanks to his 3.55 ERA 
down the stretch and career-best 6.9 strikeouts per nine innings. 
 
GOLD GLOVE - Byron Buxton 
Buxton's bat finally caught up to his glove, but his feats of athleticism in center field remain one of the biggest thrills in baseball. Buxton did it all 
in the outfield and is a favorite to take home his first Gold Glove after recording a 2.8 defensive WAR, second-best among all American League 
players. What's more: he finally claimed the title of Fastest Man in Baseball per StatCast's Sprint Speed metric, which clocked his peak sprint 
speed on the base paths at 30.2 feet per second. 
 
TOP ROOKIE - Trevor Hildenberger 
The 26-year-old reliever was something of an unknown when he was called up to the bigs in late June. The 22nd-round draft pick in 2014 had 
progressed through Minnesota's farm system, posting stellar ERAs and WHIPs throughout despite limited innings. He immediately helped 
solidify the Twins' bullpen. Appearing in 37 games, Hildenberger had a 3.21 ERA with a 1.048 WHIP -- walking just six batter while striking out 44 
in 42 innings. He was put into many high-leverage roles and even notched his first career save. 
 
MR. VERSATILE - Chris Gimenez 
Minnesota's backup catcher not only helped save the bullpen by pitching in six blowout games, but he also played first base, left field and third 
base, even making two starts at first and one in the outfield. While his pitching was so-so, Gimenez fielded his other positions flawlessly. He 
made just one error in 2017, and that was at catcher. 
 
Twins Sign Paul Molitor To Three-Year Extension 

Steve Adams | MLB Trade Rumors | October 9, 2017  

 
The Twins announced Monday that they have signed manager Paul Molitor to a three-year contract extension that will keep him with the team 
through the 2020 season. Molitor’s new deal is worth approximately $4MM, Bob Nightengale of USA Today reports (on Twitter). He and the 
Twins are still discussing whether there will be changes to his coaching staff, according to Jon Heyman of FanRag (Twitter link). 
 
While a new deal for Molitor was expected by many, it wasn’t quite a given. Molitor was initially hired as the successor to longtime manager 
Ron Gardenhire, but that hire was made by former general manager Terry Ryan, who was fired from his post last year. Some speculated that 
Falvey and general manager Thad Levine may want to bring in their own candidate to take over the dugout, but Molitor will stay in the fold. 
 
While the 2016 season was an unmitigated disaster, the Twins have surprised in two of Molitor’s three seasons at the helm. The 2015 club won 
83 games — a 13-game improvement over the preceding season — and was in contention for an AL Wild Card spot until the very last weekend 
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of the regular season. Last year’s 103-loss campaign now looks to be largely an aberration, as Molitor’s Twins posted 85 wins and secured the 
second AL Wild Card spot this year before falling 8-4 against the Yankees. That surprising performance has positioned Molitor as one of the 
speculative front-runners for American League Manager of the Year honors. 
 
Molitor, of course, enjoyed a 21-year playing career and is among the most decorated offensive players in Major League history. The seven-time 
All-Star and four-time Silver Slugger winner finished his career with a .306/.369/.448 batting line, and his 3,319 career hits rank 10th all-time in 
MLB history. Molitor is widely praised by his former teammates and current players for his baseball intelligence, and while he may not be as 
sabermetrically inclined as some other skippers around the game, his arrival in Minnesota did prompt a much more aggressive implementation 
of defensive shifting. 
 
Overall, he’s managed the Twins to a 227-259 record in his three-year tenure, though the future looks considerably brighter in Minnesota 
following explosive second halves from young talents such as Byron Buxton, Jorge Polanco and Eddie Rosario. Those three will join a hopefully 
healthier Miguel Sano, outfielder Max Kepler and right-hander Jose Berrios in forming a long-term core that the Twins hope can lead to 
additional postseason appearances in the very near future. 
 


