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How will Twins bosses keep the ball rolling? 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 4, 2017  

 
A 26-win improvement from 2016 to 2017 suggests that Twins manager Paul Molitor has steered the ship back on course. 
 
The Twins vastly outperformed expectations to finish 85-77 this season, good for second place in the American League Central and a spot in the 
wild-card game Tuesday against the Yankees — which they lost 8-4. The feeling around 1 Twins Way is that the window of opportunity for the 
club to compete has cracked open. 
 
But success doesn't mean there won't be change. And change could be coming quickly, at the hands of Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and 
General Manager Thad Levine. 
 
Indications are that Falvey and Levine were meeting with Molitor on Wednesday about his future, talks that could continue into Thursday. 
Members of the coaching staff will have their season-ending meetings with the club Thursday and learn who will and won't return in 2018. 
 
"There will be a whole bunch of things we need to get down to right away," owner Jim Pohlad said from Yankee Stadium on Tuesday. 
 
Molitor has finished with a winning record in two of his three seasons leading the Twins, and he is among the favorites for the AL manager of 
the year after his team's unexpected success this season. But the brain trust has elected to wait until the end of the season before deciding on 
his future. 
Molitor, when asked about his future in the moments following the Twins' loss to the Yankees, declined to comment. 
 
Pohlad, who insisted Molitor remain as manager in 2017 before hiring Falvey to run the baseball department, said he had not been given any 
recommendations by Falvey about who he wants to manage next season. 
 
"They have to make their case, that's for sure," Pohlad said, "but it's [Falvey and Levine's] call." 
 
Pohlad, through a club spokesman Wednesday, reiterated that it's Falvey's decision on who manages the club. 
 
While Molitor's future is unclear, change also could come to the coaching staff, as Falvey and Levine search for a cohesive unit to help guide the 
team. 
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In what might or might not be a related development, according to a baseball source, the club has been in discussions with former Twin Justin 
Morneau about a role with the club. 
 
Pitching coach Neil Allen's future is up in the air again, despite progress made by young arms such as righthander Jose Berrios and relievers 
Taylor Rogers and Trevor Hildenberger. Allen also worked to distance himself from a DUI arrest in May of 2016. 
 
During a phone conversation Wednesday, Allen said he was relieved to move on from that embarrassing time, and is optimistic about the future 
of the pitching staff. 
 
"Based on where we were at last year, I could not be happier," Allen said. "but [Falvey and Levine] are new guys, and they might decide to go in 
another direction." 
 
Jim Hickey, whose 11-year run as Tampa Bay's pitching coach ended earlier this week, could interest the Twins. 
 
Among other staffers, hitting coach James Rowson and bullpen coach Eddie Guardado are under contract for 2018. First base coach Jeff Smith 
and major league coach Jeff Pickler joined prior to this season. Assistant hitting coach Rudy Hernandez and third base coach Gene Glynn were 
hired along with Molitor before the 2015 season. Bench coach Joe Vavra has served various roles on the major league staff since 2006. 
 
Since Falvey and Levine have joined forces, there has been personnel turnover in baseball operations, research, scouting and player 
development. Changes to the coaching staff could be next. 
 
Here are 10 steps Twins must take to improve 

Jim Souhan | Star Tribune | October 5, 2017  

 
The easiest jobs in sports are backup quarterback and baseball boss of a “rebuilding” franchise. 
 
At least until the starting quarterback gets hurt, or the team you’re supposedly rebuilding starts winning. 
 
Derek Falvey and Thad Levine had it easy when they arrived in Minnesota. They had tremendous young position players but faced low 
expectations. They were tasked with slowly building pitching throughout the organization. 
 
That long view came into play at the trading deadline, when they dealt closer Brandon Kintzler and starter Jaime Garcia for young pitchers. Then 
something unexpected happened. The Twins began winning despite the best efforts of the front office. 
 
Eddie Rosario and Jorge Polanco performed as if they belonged in the same sentence as super prospects Miguel Sano and Byron Buxton. Paul 
Molitor deftly handled a shallow bullpen, and the Twins earned the second AL wild-card berth. 
 
Suddenly, Falvey and Levine are forced to win rather than taking years to painstakingly rebuild. They no longer have the luxury of time. Here’s 
how they need to operate under their new reality: 
 
1. Rehire Molitor. He is a quality manager and an ideal fit. If Falvey and Levine don’t re-sign him, they will be proving themselves inflexible and 
tone deaf. 
 
2. Don’t trade a position player unless you can land a top-line starter. If you couldn’t get proper value for Brian Dozier after he hit 42 home runs, 
you’re not going to receive proper value for any of your position players, who displayed chemistry as well as talent this season and should be 
given the opportunity to grow together. 
 
3. Confront Sano. My information is that he remains about 290 pounds. My sources say his weight complicated his recovery from the leg injury 
that cost him a spot on the playoff roster and could jeopardize his future at third base. The Twins need Sano at third base for at least one more 
year, while Joe Mauer finishes his contract. Sano will need to refine his diet to optimize his career. 
 
4. Re-sign Kintzler. He might not be a prototypical closer, but neither was Eddie Guardado, and he produced 187 big-league saves. 
 
5. Spend money. Free agency is often a mistake and usually a trap. But Falvey and Levine have the scaffolding of a contending team, not enough 
pitching, and few pitching prospects who are likely to make a difference as early as 2018. This is where the Pohlad money can help. Sign one or 
two starters and a closer and the Twins can contend again. 
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6. Don’t be fooled. The Twins ranked 19th in baseball in team ERA (4.59). No other team ranked lower than 11th made the postseason. Winning 
85 games with unsettled and often mediocre pitching is a minor miracle. Miracles are fun but not always repeatable. 
 
7. Buy Buxton self-defense lessons. He is a great outfielder and could be a great all-around player, but only if he survives. He frequently has 
injured himself while diving or ramming outfield walls. He’s too valuable to risk his ribs on a daily basis. He might have to curb his enthusiasm 
for contact to stay on the field. 
 
8. Give the coaches a raise. The Twins became an excellent base-running team this season, took quality at-bats, and found success with young 
relievers who were not considered top prospects contributing down the stretch. That speaks to organizational as well as big-league coaching. 
 
9. Don’t make any more Mientkiewicz moves. The handling of the firing of Class A manager Doug Mientkiewicz caused a lot of key former Twins, 
some of whom work in the organization, to question the front office’s personal skills. Dismissing Molitor would cement that negative 
perception. 
 
10. Invest in Spanish lessons. Rosario, Polanco and Eduardo Escobar led by example and might have been recognized for vocal leadership if 
more of us knew Spanish. The Twins employ an excellent translator but might want to consider doing even more to promote their Latin 
Americans. Remember the “Get To Know ’Em” ad campaign? Pop that into Google Translate and celebrate the region that provided the heart of 
the team. 
 
For Twins, season's end is only the beginning 

Phil Miller | Star Tribune | October 5, 2017  

 
When they’re on the road, Twins relievers don’t hike to the bullpen until the middle of the first inning, so Trevor Hildenberger was still in the 
visitors clubhouse as Tuesday’s wild-card game began. It wasn’t long before he was whooping it up with a few other stragglers. 
 
“It was awesome to watch [Brian] Dozier’s homer on TV,” Hildenberger said. “Off the bat, I thought it was 30 rows back. … [The Twins’ three-run 
first inning] was exactly the start we were looking for.” 
 
They didn’t get the finish they wanted, though, and the season ended abruptly with an 8-4 loss to the Yankees. Afterward, Twins manager Paul 
Molitor addressed the team, telling them how proud he was of all they had accomplished in 2017. 
 
“Mollie came in and tried to remind the guys, ‘Hold your head up high. This is a good ballclub,’ ” first baseman Joe Mauer said. “It’s one of my 
favorite clubhouses I’ve been a part of. I wish we could keep moving forward.” 
 
Moving forward is exactly what the Twins did in 2017, and while it was difficult in the immediate aftermath to remember that their missed 
opportunity in Yankee Stadium was a reward, not a punishment, the players quickly ratified their manager’s opinion. Players embraced each 
other, thanked each other and saluted each other, and like Mauer, spoke of their appreciation for what they had accomplished together. 
 
“I joined a 100-loss team that truly believed it could win 100 this year. That’s the level of confidence we had in each other,” said 34-year-old 
catcher Chris Gimenez. “I would do anything to come back. This has been one of the funnest years of my career. This is the kind of year that 
makes an old guy feel young.” 
 
It’s the young guys who started to feel old, or at least develop the confidence of veterans, that made the biggest difference. Byron Buxton 
developed from a good-field, no-hit outfielder into a consistent offensive contributor and world-class defender. Left fielder Eddie Rosario cut his 
strikeout rate from 25.7 percent to 18.0, increased his power from 10 to 27 home runs, and finally matched his production to his fearlessness. 
Shortstop Jorge Polanco rewarded Molitor’s unwavering faith in him with by batting .316 after Aug. 1. 
 
The Twins scored 815 runs, the most they’ve managed since 2009, and the fourth most in the AL. They used only 17 position players to do it, 
too; no team has used fewer since World War II. That’s a reflection of stability (and health) that served them well this season. 
 
“It feels like we’re just getting started, doesn’t it?” Dozier said. “You look around this room, how many guys are going to keep getting better? 
Their best seasons haven’t happened yet, and we’re already a playoff team.” 
 
They are, though their adventure in New York illustrated the work they still need to do. When the Twins stunned Luis Severino with a pair of 
first-inning homers and three quick runs, Yankees manager Joe Girardi quickly went to his bullpen to get 26 outs. They did it, allowing only one 
run. 
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The Twins just don’t have that pitching depth yet, so when Ervin Santana faltered, giving up four runs in two innings, Molitor turned to another 
starter, Jose Berrios, who was only marginally better. The Yankees scored in each of the first four innings, and the Twins only briefly threatened 
again. 
 
“It was just kind of a struggle from the start. A little bit inauspicious to walk the leadoff man after you score three” in the first inning, Molitor 
said. “[Yankee shortstop Didi] Gregorius gets a 3-2 pitch in his wheelhouse and all of a sudden, everything you worked for in the top of the first 
has vanished. … We didn’t put up a zero until the fifth inning.” 
 
The Twins used a franchise-record 36 pitchers this season, an reflection of how hard they looked for quality arms. They found a few; Berrios 
made the sort of strides that demonstrate why he’s long been projected for stardom, raising his strikeout rate to 8.59 per nine innings, the 
highest by a Twins starter since Francisco Liriano in 2010. And Hildenberger rapidly earned Molitor’s trust in the late innings; the Twins were 18-
7 in games he pitched after Aug. 1. 
 
“I definitely feel like I belong here now. I can build on all the stuff I learned, like a lot of guys in here,” Hildenberger said. “Pitchers and catchers 
report in 134 days. I’m already looking forward to it.” 
 
Twins fans got that familiar feeling awfully fast against Yankees 

Michael Rand | Star Tribune | October 4, 2017  

 
Liquor Lyle’s, at the intersection of Franklin and Hennepin avenues in Uptown, is a venerable institution with a flurry of 2-for-1 drink specials, 
absolutely no natural light and an eclectic mix of patrons. 
 
Those ingredients — plus a nice set of TVs and bartenders who know when a game is big enough to leave the sound on — make it a terrific place 
to watch sports. And on Tuesday, the theory was this: Lyle’s would be the absolute perfect place to watch the Twins vs. Yankees Wild Card game 
— win or lose. 
 
So a group of us gathered there and we were joined eventually by a full crowd throughout the bar. I’d guess it was 75 percent people there for 
the game and 25 percent people who were wondering why all these baseball fans were intruding on their quiet Tuesday drinking night. Readers 
who go way back to the early days of this blog should note that among the attendees was a commenter who goes by the name of Joker, a 
gentleman who adds a little something to any gathering. Also in attendance: My friend Anthony (pictured above, with that amazing shirt) whose 
skill at doing magic tricks would become important as the night went on. 
 
It was good to be back in a familiar place with familiar people. As the night went on, though, it became clear that the result would be all-too-
familiar as well. 
 
First, there was the nervous anticipation as first pitch of the one-game Wild Card game approached. There were the theories about how the 
Twins could win. There was the angst about the history. There were 2-for-1 drinks until 7 p.m. and a staffing problem in the Lyle’s kitchen, 
meaning plenty of people were hungry but not thirsty. 
 
Then the game started and delivered that glorious jolt of optimism. The Twins had a more narrow path to victory than the Yankees, and it was 
predicated upon getting an early lead. Boom, boom, it was 3-0 after a half an inning. This triggered wild enthusiasm, followed by immediate 
fear. As a Minnesota sports fan, your mind works backwards. When things are going poorly, you cling to optimism. When thing are going well, 
you worry that they won’t. 
 
And then they didn’t. Just as quickly as the lead came — OK, nothing really came quickly in a first inning that spanned 45 minutes and multiple 
beverages — it was gone. 
 
It was 3-3, then 4-3 Yankees, then 4-4, then 5-4 Yankees. When the Twins took a lead, the Yankees tied the game in the bottom half. When the 
Twins tied the game, the Yankees grabbed the lead right back in the bottom half. It was classic older sibling-younger sibling stuff, the hard shove 
of assertiveness whenever the youngster started to get notions of grandeur. 
 
These are almost completely different teams than the ones who played four times in the playoffs between 2003 and 2010, with the Yankees 
winning 12 of 14 games and all four series, but it was a very familiar feeling. 
 
The Yankees have more firepower and more margin for error. They showed that by coming back with such ease. They showed that by trotting 
out hard thrower after hard thrower from the bullpen after starter Luis Severino was awful. (In retrospect, by the way, one game against the 
Yankees was no more of a bargain than a five-game series. Sure, anything could have happened. But with a day off before and a day off after 
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Tuesday, New York never had to use a pitcher it didn’t trust. If the Twins would have knocked around Severino in Game 1 of a five-game series, 
the bullpen use might have looked different and the Twins might have been able to tack on more runs). 
 
By the sixth inning, it was 7-4 and fans at the bar were left with two defining moments: One, a foul ball off the delicate midsection of Yankees 
catcher Gary Sanchez, which drew the loudest applause since the first inning. Yes, a Yankees player getting hit in the crotch was the best thing 
that happened in five innings. 
 
That was followed quickly by a deep fly ball to left by Joe Mauer. ESPN unintentionally became part of the cruel lore of this lopsided rivalry, its 
cameras cutting away from left fielder Brett Gardner in such a manner that half the folks at Liquor Lyle’s thought it was a game-tying, three-run 
homer. The rest of us, who saw Gardner’s path and know how these things work, sized it up for what it was: a near-miss, a third out, a last real 
chance gone by. 
 
At least Anthony was there to entertain several of us with some tricks involving coins and a five dollar bill. He made them disappear just as 
deftly as the Yankees made that lead disappear. 
 
The bar crowd thinned out noticeably after Mauer’s warning track fly ball, and those of us still there started talking about the Timberwolves. 
 
Yep, that’s the life of a Minnesota sports fan: turning the page from a fun season that had a disappointing ending at the hands of a familiar 
nemesis and finding hope in a franchise that hasn’t made the playoffs in 13 years. 
 
Twins’ first order of offseason business: Determine future of manager Paul Molitor 

Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | October 4, 2017  

 
While Twins players looked forward to success they believe was kick-started by this season’s postseason appearance, the team’s first since 
2010, a series of personnel decisions hovered close by. 
 
Minnesota’s season ended with an 8-4 loss to the Yankees Tuesday in New York, a wild card playoff appearance that made the Twins the first 
major league team to lose 100 games in a season and make the postseason the next. 
 
Hall of fame player and St. Paul native Paul Molitor led the way in his third season as manager, but his status will be the first order of business 
for new front-office leaders Derek Falvey and Thad Levine. Molitor, 61, is the odds-on favorite to be named American League manager of the 
year but does not have a contract for next season. 
 
Falvey and Levine inherited Molitor when they were hired last fall and could have other ideas for next season after working around multiple 
managerial changes in Cleveland (Eric Wedge, Manny Acta, Terry Francona) and Texas (Buck Showalter, Ron Washington, Jeff Banister), 
respectively. 
 
Falvey, the Twins’ president of baseball operations, has commented on Molitor’s contract situation this season only to say that it will be 
addressed at the end of the season. 
 
“He’s our skipper; he’s our leader,” Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said. “He does so much for having his hands in on every single thing that 
helps us. Not just hitting, but base-running and pitching. When you’ve got a guy like that, you feel lucky. One hundred percent, I speak for 
everybody else in here, we hope he’s back.” 
 
And yet, baseball managers are hired to be fired.   
“You know what, I’ve been around the game for a little while now and I’ve seen a lot of things happen,” Dozier said. “I don’t know if I’m 
confident, because I’ve seen crazier things happen, but I do know we all love Mollie and we hope he’s back.” 
 
With six players under contract for $70.4 million in 2018 and several veterans coming off the books — Hector Santiago ($8 million), Glen Perkins 
($5.8 million after a buyout) among them — the Twins should be able to do some reconfiguring this offseason. 
 
A seven-man arbitration class that includes key contributors Kyle Gibson, Eduardo Escobar, Robbie Grossman, Ryan Pressly, Chris Gimenez, 
Ehire Adrianza and possibly Eddie Rosario will have to be negotiated. 
 
Decisions also must be made on veteran free agents such as Bartolo Colon, who turns 45 next May, and 37-year-old fill-in closer Matt Belisle. 
Dozier, who will make $9 million next year before heading to free agency, could prompt a new round of trade inquiries, as well, after spending 
the bulk of last winter on the shopping block. 
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“I’ve got one more year on my contract,” Dozier said, “and I’m almost certain that we’ll be back and we’ll try to do this same thing again but be 
on the winning side.” 
 
He smiled when pressed on his choice of phrase. 
 
“Almost certain,” Dozier repeated. 
 
MOLITOR AS MANAGER 
 
Managerial record of St. Paul native Paul Molitor 
 
Team     Year       W           L              Division finish 
 
Twins    2015       83           79           2nd 
 
Twins    2016       59           103         5th 
 
Twins    2017       85           77           2nd* 
 
Totals    227         259         .467 win percentage 
 
*AL wild card team 
 
Youthful Twins believe they are just getting started 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 4, 2017  
 

NEW YORK — As the finality of their wild-card loss settled in and the Twins met with the media in the visiting clubhouse late Tuesday night, the 
same thud-like sound could be heard throughout the room. 
 
It was the sound of teammates — “brothers,” in their sports lexicon — hugging out their goodbyes with hearty back slaps and whispered words 
of mutual support and belief. 
 
Moments earlier, Twins manager Paul Molitor and franchise stalwart Joe Mauer had addressed the group with a message of hope, not regret. 
 
“What Mollie tried to remind the guys of, what I tried to remind the guys of is, ‘Hold your head up high,’ ” Mauer said at the end of the Twins’ 
85-win season. “This is a good ball club. This is one of my favorite clubhouses I’ve been a part of. I wish we would keep moving forward, but it’s 
time to go home and figure out something for next year.” 
 
After this 8-4 loss to the New York Yankees, the Twins were thinking in the most optimistic terms about what lies ahead following their historic 
turnaround. 
 
“It’s just the start for us,” 23-year-old center fielder Byron Buxton said. “It’s going to be a long run.” 
 
As he braced his aching upper back against a wall in the clubhouse, Buxton looked around the room at a remarkable mix of teammates, one that 
refused to fold on numerous occasions throughout the season in ending a seven-year postseason absence for the franchise. 
 
“Such a great group of guys,” Buxton said. “Great group of young guys, including myself, and we’ve got a great group of veteran guys to learn 
from. We’ll take this as a learning experience. It’s nothing to hold our heads down for. Nobody expected us to be here, and we did some 
amazing achievements this year.” 
 
Even though Buxton was forced to spend the last six innings in the trainer’s room after slamming into the center-field wall, he got to experience 
the different level of intensity the postseason brings, both before, during and after a three-run first-inning Twins salvo. 
 
What was his biggest takeaway from his postseason debut? 
 
“The atmosphere here was completely incredible,” he said. “It was fun to play in. They were loud. It was one of those games where you’ve got 
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to go in and silence the crowd. We went out there and we played our game. We just fell short.” 
 
Catcher Jason Castro, signed before last season to a three-year, $24.5 million deal to stabilize the pitching staff, sees big things ahead as well 
after seeing how his former team, the Houston Astros, build on the gains of a 2015 wild-card trip to Yankee Stadium. 
 
“We are definitely proud of what we were able to do,” he said. “That’s the message we’re trying to focus on is not forgetting what we 
accomplished this year and the strides as a team we’ve taken from what the team did last year (103 losses) to this year and what the prospects 
are moving forward. We’re going to look for those young players to keep growing as next year comes.” 
 
Decision on Paul Molitor’s future likely to come this week 

Judd Zulgad | 1500 ESPN | October 4, 2017  

 
The Twins aren’t expected to take long to determine the future of manager Paul Molitor. 
 
With the team’s season ending Tuesday night in New York with an 8-4 loss to the Yankees in the American League wild card game, a decision on 
Molitor is expected this week from Twins chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine. 
 
Falvey and Levine were hired last offseason, but owner Jim Pohlad made it clear at the time they could not fire Molitor, despite the fact the 
Twins had lost a franchise-record 103 games in 2016. 
 
The 61-year-old managed this season in the third year of a three-year contract as the Twins became the first team to go from 100 losses to a 
playoff berth. That makes Molitor a leading candidate to be named American League Manager of the Year. 
 
Falvey and Levine said repeatedly that they would not discuss Molitor’s future until after the season was complete. This time the executives 
have been given the go-ahead to either retain Molitor or make a change, if they so choose. 
 
One potential factor in all of this might be what Falvey and Levine want to do with Molitor’s coaching staff. Hitting coach Tom Brunansky and 
first base coach Butch Davis were not retained after last season and were replaced by James Rowson and Jeff Smith, respectively. It’s unclear if 
there might be more changes made with the staff in the coming days and how Molitor would react to that. 
 
Despite wild card loss, 2017 a remarkable season 

Jake Depue | 1500 ESPN | October 4, 2017  

 
For fans and players alike, part of the cruelty of losing in the playoffs, and particularly the Wild Card game, is how abruptly it all ends. Seven 
months of baseball—from the hope of spring training and bliss of opening day, through the long, warm, summer months, to the intensity of an 
autumn playoff race and excitement of the postseason—is suddenly over in nine innings. With little warning, the warm blanket of baseball 
vanishes, just as the cold moves in. Over the past six years, Twins fans have had time to prepare for winter’s onset; for the disappearance of 
summer and the day-to-day companionship baseball provides. This year, though, they were given no such chance. Twenty other fan bases wish 
they could be so lucky. 
 
Yes, the Yankees beat the Twins in the playoffs. Again. The past 15 years hasn’t been a rivalry, it’s been total domination. There’s no other way 
to objectively describe it. Whether it’s bad luck, bad play, or just a better team consistently winning, Twins fans have been forced to take their 
medicine every time it’s put in front of them. That sting will probably take some time to wear off, but when it does, I hope you can appreciate 
what the 2017 Twins did, because it was a truly remarkable season. 
 
The Twins weren’t just the worst team in baseball last year. They were the worst team by nine games, and set a club record for losses. There 
were zero expectations coming into spring training, with the same core of players returning from last year’s disaster. Sure, maybe they weren’t 
as bad as their 59-103 record indicated, but they certainly weren’t a .500 team, right? When the Twins ended spring training with two key 
presumed starters off the active roster–Trevor May out for the year with a torn UCL and Jose Berrios in Triple-A—it was hard to envision the 
Twins even making it to the all-star break in contention. 
 
Then the games started, and the team began a sixth month quest to prove everyone wrong. A 4-0 start preceded a winning April. Through May 
and June, they sat mostly in first place, capped by an impressive sweep of the Indians in Cleveland in late-June. And yet the team remained an 
enigma. They were fun, sure. A pleasant surprise. But also a team with a terrible run differential and bullpen prone to epic implosions. A team 
that started Adam Wilk and Nick Tepesch in games against fellow A.L. contenders, and had their backup catcher pitch six games in relief. A team 
whose prized centerfielder was hitting .195 as the calendar turned to July. 
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They stayed afloat, though. Always, they stayed afloat. Miguel Sano was mashing baseballs and playing solid defense at third. Ervin Santana and 
Jose Berrios formed the best 1-2 rotation punch since another Santana teamed up with Francisco Liriano in the summer of 2006. Brandon 
Kintzler and his sinker never seemed to let a 1-run lead escape. And the outfield, led by the best defensive player in the game, turned home 
runs into outs, and losses into wins. 
 
At the All-Star break, they were competitors. Sano made the finals of the home run derby, Kintzler pitched a scoreless inning in the All-Star 
Game, and the Twins forced their way into the national conversation, albeit in muted tones. 
 
After surviving the Astros and Yankees to start the second half, they headed to California, traded for Jaime Garcia, and announced their 
presence as playoff contenders. Against all odds, they’d made it to the trade deadline, and were rewarded with a No. 3 starter and an 
opportunity to make a run. 
 
Well, almost to the trade deadline. In one week, while many fans were sleeping, the Twins were suffering one crushing loss after another on the 
west coast. They blew an eighth inning lead to the Dodgers, then two days later, a ninth inning lead. 48 hours later, another ninth inning blown 
lead in Oakland, then an extra innings walk-off loss the next day. Meanwhile, the Indians and Royals were on long winning streaks, and the 
Twins found themselves three games below .500, and 4.5 games back in the wild card race. The front office, justifiably so, seemingly waived the 
white flag on a team whose playoff chances had dropped below 5%. Gone was Kintzler, their all-star closer and the rock of the bullpen, and 
Garcia, their short-lived No. 3 starter. It was over. 
 
The players, though, never got the memo. As we wrote eulogies and talked about 2018, the offense exploded. Byron Buxton, after changing his 
swing mid-season, became the hitter he’d long been projected to be, hitting for power and average, and wreaking havoc on the base paths. 
Eddie Rosario, immensely talented but undisciplined at the plate, suddenly started working counts, taking walks, and launching balls to every 
part of the park. Jorge Polanco, benched for much of July, hit his way into the 3-hole by late-August. Brian Dozier, a vocal critic of the front 
office at the deadline, backed up his comments with another monster second half, while emerging as the clear clubhouse leader. 
 
Oh, and Joe Mauer. Mauer, 34 years old and three years removed from his last good season, recaptured the magic of his youth. He laced 
opposite field doubles to the gap with regularity, drew walks, hit occasional home runs, and played gold glove defense at first. Over the last two 
months of the season he hit .340/.404/.459, while playing almost every day. Of all the great stories from this season, Mauer’s redemption is 
perhaps the best. 
 
The Twins bobbed and weaved their way through late August and September, the offense aided by a bevy of unlikely contributors on the 
pitching staff. Rookies Trevor Hildenberger and Alan Busenitz anchored a remade bullpen, while veteran Matt Belisle, a DFA candidate in June, 
closed out big games. Bartolo Colon—Bartolo Colon!—teamed with Kyle Gibson to finally give the team rotation stability. 
 
As other wild card hopefuls fell off the map in late September, the Twins won five in a row, capped by Brian Dozier’s dramatic eighth inning 
home run in Cleveland that set the stage for a clinch the following night. 
 
A win in New York would have made this a truly magical season, but like so many years before, it wasn’t meant to be. This season, though, 
perhaps surpasses every Twins season since 1991 in entertainment value and the excitement that comes with unexpected success. The playoff 
run in 2002 and the second half of 2006 are certainly worthy competitors, but no Twins team outperformed their expectations like this one. 
 
Perhaps the best part, for Twins fans, is this is likely only the beginning. The Twins are now firmly in their winning window, with one of the most 
talented offensive cores in baseball, a forward thinking, innovative front office, and a strong farm system with several top prospects who should 
surface next season. As they enter the offseason, the front office surely recognizes how close this team is, and where they need to improve—
namely, pitching–to take the next step. 
 
2017 was a fun, unforeseen season; a nice surprise for an organization that hadn’t seen the playoffs in seven years. When the Twins arrive in 
Fort Myers next spring, though, expectations will, and should, be higher. With the foundation set this season, the Twins should be viewed not 
just as a team that had a pop-up season, but as legitimate American League contenders with a chance make a deep run in the playoffs. 
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Battling adversity, getting to big stage fuels optimism for Twins’ future 

Associated Press | October 4, 2017 

 
NEW YORK — Brian Dozier rounded third and yelled “Let’s go!” at his teammates, and it seemed these Twins might finally be the ones to foil the 
New York Yankees in the playoffs. 
 
Then the Yankees got their turn at bat. 
 
Minnesota starter Ervin Santana blew a three-run lead in a wild first inning, and the Yankees piled on from there, handing the Twins a record-
tying 13th consecutive postseason defeat with an 8-4 victory in the AL wild-card game Tuesday night. 
 
Minnesota matched the Boston Red Sox from 1986-95 for the worst postseason skid ever, with 10 of those losses coming to New York. 
 
The Yankees eliminated the small-market Twins from four AL Division Series from 2003-10, crushing the World Series aspirations of Minnesota’s 
self-developed core. 
 
Back in the playoffs with another homegrown group, the Twins got a result all too familiar to Minnesota fans — a celebratory Yankee Stadium 
singalong with Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New York.” 
 
“l’ve heard Frank sing that song probably too many times and you can’t get them back,” Twins manager and Minnesota native Paul Molitor said 
two weeks ago. 
 
Same old song Tuesday night. 
 
With so many new faces, this time could have been different. Joe Mauer is the only holdover on Minnesota’s active roster from its previous 
playoff appearance seven years ago. He’s with a team that’s already wrecked some history, too — the Twins went from 103 losses in 2016 to 
the playoffs this year, a first in major league history. 
 
“There is a lot to be proud about,” Mauer said. “Molitor came in and tried to remind the guys that and myself, tried to remind the guys that.” 
 
They even started strong Tuesday, chasing Yankees ace Luis Severino with one out in the first on homers by Dozier and Eddie Rosario. 
 
But then Santana wilted in the bottom of the inning. The 34-year-old righty went to full counts against five of seven batters, and New York 
erased its entire deficit on a three-run homer by Didi Gregorius. 
 
“The exhilaration of jumping out, Brian’s leadoff home run and Rosi, and then the deflation of giving it back so quickly,” Molitor said. “So there 
was a lot, you know — a lot was spent early.” 
 
Still, Minnesota got to showcase how it got here — a remarkable feat for a team that picked first overall in the June amateur draft. 
 
The turnaround was fueled by a focus on fundamentals, especially in the field and on the bases. Byron Buxton exemplifies that, emerging as an 
AL Gold Glove contender in center field and one of the game’s premier baserunners. 
 
In the second inning Tuesday, Buxton tracked Todd Frazier’s deep fly ball and made a leaping grab, slamming back-first into the wall before 
tumbling to the ground — exactly the sort of play Minnesota fans are accustomed to seeing from him. 
 
This one was costly, though. Buxton was lifted in the fourth because of tightness in his back, which stiffened up when he beat out a potential 
double play for an RBI fielder’s choice and then stole second base in the third. 
 
It left Minnesota without Buxton and slugger Miguel Sano — he was left off the roster because of a left shin injury — and the Twins just didn’t 
have enough to overcome New York’s overpowering bullpen. 
 
With so many young players, Minnesota has a chance to get back to this stage. After all, if the Twins can put 103 losses behind them, what’s one 
more? 
 
And the club’s history of overcoming adversity runs deeper than that. The Twins even battled skepticism from their own front office — general 
manager Thad Levine traded away starter Jaime Garcia and All-Star closer Brandon Kintzler before the trade July 31 deadline, which Molitor 



10 

 

acknowledged fired up some players in the clubhouse. 
 
They turned that angst on opponents, going 33-21 after Aug. 5 to hold off a deep pack of playoff hopefuls. 
 
“Be optimistic more than ever, hold your chin high,” Dozier said. “Are we satisfied? Absolutely not, but I’m very proud.” 
 
There weren’t many chances late for Minnesota. With two on and a three-run deficit in the sixth, Mauer hit a drive to deep left field, but Brett 
Gardner grabbed it on the warning track in the corner. 
 
New York added another run in the seventh, and its lights-out relievers closed up shop after that, with Aroldis Chapman striking out three in the 
ninth. 
 
Then it was Frank’s turn — again. 
 
Sonny Gray learned to pitch from the Tao of Bartolo Colon 

Andrew Marchand | ESPN | October 5, 2017 

 
CLEVELAND -- The New York Yankees' Sonny Gray will take the mound Thursday night for Game 1 of the American League Division Series at 
Progressive Field guided by the Tao of Bartolo Colon. 
 
Colon has influenced a lot of players over his two decades pitching in the majors, though it's hard to imagine any more different from him than 
Gray. While Gray grew up in Tennessee with football as his first love, Colon excelled at baseball as a kid in the Dominican. Gray, 27, is young. 
Colon, 44, is not. Gray is slender. Colon is famously not. 
 
But as a rookie in Oakland, Gray watched Colon like a middle schooler idolizing a high school senior. 
 
The main lesson he learned from Colon: patience. These days, when Gray pitches, he's never in a rush. That wasn’t always the case, though. 
Gray, a two-time state champion quarterback in high school who could have played collegiately at Colorado, is a tad hyper by nature. 
 
Now, Gray takes about as much time as any pitcher in baseball between deliveries. The trait came from Colon, who was a mere 40 in 2013, and 
an 18-game winner for the A's the year Gray debuted with Oakland. 
 
“It was the calmness,” Gray said. “I was always a guy who was very high energy, very fast. I’m at my best when I’m able to slow myself down, 
take a large, overall game into small individual moments. Basically, just slow yourself down. Have a plan and know what you want to do and try 
to accomplish it.” 
 
The Yankees might need to lean on Gray a little bit more Thursday. Top relievers Chad Green and David Robertson will likely be unavailable for 
Game 1 of the ALDS because of their heavy workloads in the wild-card game. The Yankees will have Dellin Betances and Aroldis Chapman, but 
the bullpen will be short-staffed. 
 
On Tuesday, the Yankees vanquished Colon’s Twins in the wild-card game. Before it, Colon talked about how Gray had the desire to learn from a 
pitcher. Colon showed off the wisdom that attracted Gray. 
 
“The thing about young pitchers like that is: It is not about how much I want to teach them, it is about how much they want to learn,” Colon said 
through an interpreter. “Sonny Gray was one of those guys [that wanted to learn].” 
 
Gray never considered skipping college to go to the pros straight from high school, and Colon noticed Gray was a student. Colon saw Gray 
wouldn't go home early when Colon pitched a night game, even if Gray was scheduled to start a day game the next day. 
 
“Usually, a pitcher would leave in the third inning, but he would stay throughout the whole game to see how I was pitching and studying me,” 
Colon said. “I think that was the thing that he had in his favor, how dedicated he was to learning.” 
 
Gray learned very quickly. By the time he, Colon and the A’s were in the ALDS, Gray was the Game 2 starter, matching the Tigers' Justin 
Verlander in a memorable duel. Verlander went seven innings, striking out 11 and walking one, while Gray went eight, striking out nine and 
walking two. Neither pitcher allowed a run and each gave up four hits. 
 
The A’s won the game and, when Game 5 came around, they turned to the student over his mentor in the decisive game. 
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“I was supposed to pitch that game, and they bumped me for him,” Colon said. 
 
Gray allowed three runs in five innings, while his teammates didn’t score off Verlander. The A's went home for the winter, but Gray had grown 
as a pitcher. 
 
“I was lucky enough to be on the team with Bartolo and watch him go out there and handle his business,” Gray said. “He showed very little 
emotion. You know what you are going to get from him every time. Just because he showed little emotion doesn’t mean he wasn’t geared up 
and ready to go at all times. I was very lucky to have him in Oakland.” 
 
Colon had an All-Star season with the A’s in 2013. It was the only year the two were teammates. In 2015, Gray became an All-Star for the first 
time. 
 
In 2017, Gray moved from one team to another -- traded to one of Colon’s former teams, the Yankees. Gray packed up the lessons from 
Oakland and brought them to the Bronx. 
 
“He doesn’t talk a lot,” Gray said of Colon. “You watch a guy who has been around for that long, how he goes about his days. When it was my 
turn to pitch, I knew, ‘You just go out there and pitch, man.'" 
 
That's what Gray will try to do in Cleveland, where Colon started his major league career 20 years ago. The Tao of Colon will be alive in the 2017, 
even with the Twins gone. 
 
Sports Briefs: Turley wraps up season with Minnesota Twins 

Staff | LA Times | October 4, 2017  

 
Turley wraps up season with Minnesota Twins 
 
La Cañada resident Nik Turley saw his first season with the Minnesota Twins organization come to a close. 
 
Turley, a left-hander, spent most of the campaign with Minnesota and the triple-A affiliate Rochester Red Wings. 
 
After beginning the season at Rochester, Turley was called up by Minnesota three times. He went 0-2 with an 11.21 earned-run average in 10 
appearances (three starts). He struck out 13 and walked eight in 17 2/3 innings. He yielded 30 hits and 22 runs, all earned. 
 
Minnesota finished 85-77 for second place in the American League's Central Division. The Twins, who lost 103 games in 2016, suffered an 8-4 
road loss against the New York Yankees on Tuesday in a wild-card game. Turley wasn't on the Minnesota postseason roster. 
 
At Rochester, Turley finished 5-4 with a 2.66 ERA in 18 appearances. He struck out 79 and walked 22 in 67 2/3 innings. Turley gave up 58 hits 
and 24 runs (22 earned). 
 
He also made five appearances with the double-A Chattanooga Lookouts, going 0-1 with a 0.37 ERA. 
 
 


