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Cubs.com 
Morrow new closer in revamped Cubs bullpen 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- After Hector Rondon in 2015, Aroldis Chapman in '16 and Wade Davis in '17, who's next as 
the Cubs' closer? And who will set him up? 
 
The Cubs bullpen has undergone a makeover since the end of the 2017 season, and for the fourth 
straight year, they'll have a new closer. Brandon Morrow, who signed a two-year, $21 million contract in 
December, was expected to take over. 
 
Morrow isn't the only new face. Other additions to the bullpen include Steve Cishek, Dario Alvarez, Cory 
Mazzoni and Randy Rosario. 
 
"You've got to have that great bullpen to play the last game of the year and win it," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said. "You see it turning into a bullpen kind of game, and especially when it gets to the last 
several games of the year." 
 
BULLPEN IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Morrow, RHP 
Pedro Strop, RHP 
Carl Edwards Jr., RHP 
Cishek, RHP 
Mike Montgomery, LHP 
Justin Grimm, RHP 
Justin Wilson, LHP 
Alvarez, LHP 
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STRENGTH 
Maddon likes variety in his bullpen and it appears he'll have that. Cishek, for example, has evolved into a 
versatile reliever with the ability to pitch in the middle and late innings. He throws almost exclusively 
sinkers and sliders, both from an unusual three-quarters arm angle. Alvarez, who appeared in 20 games 
with the Rangers last season, compiling a 2.76 ERA, has an effective slider. 
 
Edwards, 26, has one more year of experience, and Montgomery, 28, who compiled a 2.49 ERA as a 
reliever, has shown he can do everything. 
 
QUESTION MARKS 
Morrow began his career as a closer, and was switched to a starter for the next seven seasons before he 
went back to the bullpen. Can he get the last out? Morrow doesn't appear to be bothered by late-inning 
situations or work. He pitched in all seven games in the World Series for the Dodgers. 
 
When the Cubs acquired Wilson at the non-waiver Trade Deadline last year, they hoped he would 
provide another late-inning option. The lefty struggled, posting a 5.09 ERA in 23 games, and was not 
included on the Cubs' roster in the National League Championship Series. 
 
"Getting him on track will make a huge difference for us this season," Maddon said. 
 
Wilson isn't the only one. Cubs relievers issued 264 walks last year (in 2016, they walked 199), and that's 
not a good trend. 
 
"Virtually every reliever we had walked more guys this year than they did on average through their 
career," Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. "It could be a fluke, or there were 
certain situations where we tried to be too fine or situations where we didn't prioritize getting a strike." 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
The Cubs have been rumored to still be looking for a closer, but most likely are done adding relievers, 
especially since they have young pitchers in the system who could contribute such as Dillon Maples and 
Rob Zastryzny. Maddon likes to say the bullpen is "thick" with talent. 
 
"I like the 'pen," Maddon said. "There's some really good arms. ... By the end of this offseason, we'll 
have a really firm bullpen again." 
 
The biggest change will come when the pitchers arrive in Spring Training. After six seasons with Chris 
Bosio as the pitching coach, the Cubs decided it was time for a new voice. Jim Hickey, who was 
Maddon's pitching coach with the Rays, takes over. 
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Cubs.com 
On fast track, Alzolay attends rookie program 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Adbert Alzolay had a chance to extend his season by pitching in the Arizona Fall League last 
year. This month, the Cubs' pitching prospect took another step toward the big leagues by participating 
in Major League Baseball's Rookie Career Development Program. He got a little help from former Cubs 
prospect Gleyber Torres. 
 



 

Alzolay, 22, ranked No. 3 among the Cubs' Top 30 prospects by MLB Pipeline, asked Torres, now with the 
Yankees, about the program. 
 
"[Torres] said, 'This will be a good opportunity for you because you're going to learn about how to be in 
the big leagues your first year,'" Alzolay said of the rookie program, held in Leesburg, Va. 
 
Alzolay is on the fast track to the big leagues. The right-hander went 7-1 with a 2.98 ERA in 15 starts at 
Class A Myrtle Beach last season and posted a 3.03 ERA in seven starts at Double-A Tennessee. 
 
"If he reaches his potential, he will someday be one of the five [starters], and closer to [No. 1] than five," 
Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said of Alzolay, describing him as "an interesting 
high-ceiling starting pitcher." 
 
When Alzolay was pitching in the AFL, he had two goals: to continue to work on using his legs more in 
his delivery, which Minor League pitching coach Anderson Tavarez recommended, and develop his 
changeup. 
 
"This year was a good year for me," Alzolay said. "Since Spring Training, I was focused on incorporating 
my legs to my delivery. Through the whole year, I was doing that with my pitching coach in High [Class] 
A, Anderson Tavarez. We were working on that every single day to use my legs. I think that was the key 
to have a successful year." 
 
The changeup may be key to whether the right-hander gets the call. 
 
"I know if I want to start in the big leagues, I need to have that pitch," Alzolay said. "That pitch will make 
me a better pitcher." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Kyle Schwarber attracts rave reviews with new physique 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kyle Schwarber’s ultimate test will occur when he steps in the batter’s box this spring, but the Cubs 
slugger continues to receive rave reviews for his new physique. 
 
The Cubs tweeted a 14-second videotape of a much-trimmer Schwarber running sprints, lifting weights, 
hitting off a batting tee and performing a vertical leap onto a box stacked a few feet high. 
 
Schwarber politely declined to discuss his workout with beat writers last month at the winter meetings 
near Orlando, Fla., but two scouts who watched him Tuesday in the Tampa area were impressed with 
the results of his offseason mission. 
 
One scout estimated that Schwarber, who was listed at six feet, had shed 40 pounds from his 235-pound 
frame. 
 
Another scout texted, “he looks ready to prove some guys wrong.” 
 
Spring training for Cubs pitchers and catchers starts in about five weeks. 
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Chicago Tribune 
5 questions facing the Cubs with spring training 5 weeks away 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
The Cubs Convention usually sparks attention to the start of spring training, but more questions likely 
are to be raised this weekend about the roster than the position battles. 
 
Here’s a look at the issues facing the Cubs with spring training about five weeks away. 
 
1. Starting pitching 
 
Much of the attention has been placed on free agents Yu Darvish, Alex Cobb and Jake Arrieta. But don’t 
rule out the Cubs making a trade, at least to add depth. 
 
A source confirmed the Cubs inquired last week about Padres pitcher Dinelson Lamet, 25, who struck 
out eight in five innings against the Cubs in his second major-league start on May 30 and won’t be 
arbitration-eligible until 2021. 
 
Padres general manager A.J. Preller is believed to be a big fan of infielder Javier Baez, but the source said 
the Cubs were looking for much more than Lamet in return. 
 
Despite the Cubs’ desire to supplement to their 2018 rotation, adding young depth cannot be 
overlooked. 
 
2. Closer 
 
The Cubs could do much worse than having Brandon Morrow as their opening-day closer. Morrow, 
however, will need to be handled carefully, considering his injury history. 
 
Fellow free-agent signee Steve Cishek can spell Morrow on occasion. 
 
The Cubs could wait until midseason to add late-inning help, as they did in 2016 with Aroldis Chapman 
after learning the cost of acquiring Andrew Miller was too pricey. 
 
Greg Holland remains the lone marquee free-agent closer available, but the price of signing him could 
limit the Cubs’ attempts to address other areas. 
 
3. Mike Montgomery 
 
Expect Cubs officials to talk to Montgomery about his preference to start versus the team’s needs. 
Montgomery is a capable fifth starter, based on his six innings of two-hit ball in Atlanta on July 19, six 
shutout innings against the Reds on Aug. 23 and six innings of one-hit ball in his last start at Tampa Bay 
on Sept. 19. But newly acquired left-handed relievers Dario Alvarez and Randy Rosario haven’t 
cemented their status at the major-league level, and Justin Wilson regaining his control will be a priority 
of new pitching coach Jim Hickey. 
 
Montgomery also could be used as part of a trade to acquire a starting pitcher if manager Joe Maddon 
can find a reliever who is effective against left-handed hitters as well as right-handers. 
 
4. Backup catcher 



 

 
The second-half addition of Alex Avila paid off after Willson Contreras was sidelined for more than a 
month because of a hamstring injury. 
 
Shortly after the 2017 season, Epstein said the backup-catching spot would be assessed after more 
pressing needs were addressed. That’s understandable, but switch-hitter Victor Caratini has less than a 
year of major-league experience, and most of Kyle Schwarber’s focus has been on conditioning, 
regaining his batting eye and polishing his defense in left field. 
 
5. Jason Heyward 
 
The Cubs scored 822 runs without quality production from the leadoff spot, but can they survive 
another powerless season from Heyward? 
 
Cubs officials revealed last month that new hitting coach Chili Davis has supervised some tweaks in 
Heyward’s swing. Injuries slowed some of Heyward’s progress last season, but much of the extra-base 
power he displayed during his first five seasons with the Braves has deserted him. 
 
Assuming none of the young players is dealt, an interesting situation could develop with Ian Happ, 
Albert Almora Jr. and Kyle Schwarber battling for playing time while Heyward tries to regain a 
semblance of his power stroke. 
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