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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Shohei Ohtani has mixed results at the plate, working on an Angels off day 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Shohei Ohtani’s day began with a bang and ended with a whimper. 

Ohtani, one of a few Angels summoned to work on the team’s day off Tuesday, came to bat nine times 

in what amounted to a controlled scrimmage, starting the day with a double into the gap and ending 

with one of his three strikeouts. 

Ohtani was 2 for 8 with a walk. The moment that might best symbolize the work he still needs to do to 

become a major league hitter came in his final at-bat, when Tyler Skaggs threw him a curveball and he 

swung through it so fiercely that his helmet popped off his head. 

Ohtani then took a called third strike on a fastball, his third strikeout of the day. A left-handed hitter, 

Ohtani had earlier struck out on a curve and a changeup from the left-handed Skaggs. 

“Skaggs thew a couple changeups to him in a couple at-bats that he hadn’t seen before in deep counts 

and he was a little out in front and he struck out,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “You can see his timing is 

coming. He’s hitting the ball hard. He had good at-bats all afternoon. Those at-bats will hopefully get 

him where he needs to be.” 

Usually, there is little to be gained by analyzing at-bats in spring training. Ohtani, however, is gaining 

extra scrutiny, for obvious reasons. Ohtani is attempting to succeed in the majors as a pitcher and a 

hitter, an unprecedented accomplishment in modern baseball. So far in the spring, he has shown flashes 

of his talent at both, but he’s mostly struggled, which is perhaps to be expected for a 23-year-old who 

has never played in the majors. 

In order to accelerate his adjustments to big league pitching, the Angels took advantage of the ability to 

create plenty of opportunities for him and other players during Tuesday’s break from the Cactus League 

schedule. 

Skaggs and Nick Tropeano each pitched five innings, alternating turns on the mound. They faced the 

same group of hitters, over and over. Besides Ohtani, the Angels got at-bats for Chris Young (strained 

calf), Jefry Marte (groin tightness) and Nolan Fontana (shoulder inflammation). None had played in 

games lately. They each hit and then were replaced by pinch-runners. 

Young was 2 for 8 with two doubles and a flyout to the warning track. Marte was 1 for 7 with a walk and 

a sacrifice fly. Fontana was 1 for 5 with a walk. 

It was mostly a good day for the pitchers. 

Skaggs allowed a run in the first, but then nothing else. He struck out eight. Tropeano gave up three runs 

in the first, one because of an error, and nothing else. 
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“It felt great today,” Skaggs said. “I threw all my pitches. I thought I threw the ball well. … I felt like I was 

throwing harder the last two innings than the first two.” 

Skaggs showed an improving changeup, a pitch that he’s trying to add to his repertoire this year. While 

Skaggs’ positive was Ohtani’s negative, both Ohtani and Scioscia chose to look at the bright side of the 

workout. He did make some solid contact, particularly early in the day. Besides his double into the gap in 

left-center, Ohtani hit a single into right and a line drive out to third. 

It is probably no coincidence that both hits and the lineout were against the right-handed Tropeano. He 

only put one ball in play, a groundout, against the left-handed Skaggs. He also walked against Skaggs. 

“I thought it was pretty good as I was able to square up a few pitches,” Ohtani said in Japanese, via the 

team’s media relations department. “I’m not sure how that will pan out in games but I hope to make 

adjustments at each of my at-bats.” 

Ohtani, who is 2 for 18 in Cactus League games, could get in the lineup again on Wednesday, if he feels 

able to play. He has to throw a bullpen session on Wednesday morning, in preparation for his start on 

Friday. 

That game, against the Colorado Rockies, will be the most significant test of his pitching. His first three 

games were all against mostly minor league competition, two of them in “B” games. Although he’s 

racked up 16 strikeouts, he’s allowed 10 runs. 

ALSO 

While major leaguers were responsible for most of the pitches and the at-bats, the Angels covered the 

field with teams of minor leaguers, including some of their top prospects. 

Jo Adell, the team’s top prospect besides Ohtani, played center fielder and got one at-bat, a ground ball 

against Tropeano. 

Kevin Maitan, the touted prospect the Angels signed after he was released from the Atlanta Braves as 

part of their penalty for international signing violations, played shortstop and struck out on a curve from 

Skaggs in his only trip. 

Brandon Marsh, another top outfield prospect, hit a deep flyout against Skaggs. 

Defensively, Livan Soto made a nice play at shortstop. Soto was another player the Braves lost. 
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         FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels catcher Rene Rivera knows a thing or two about perseverance in the big 
leagues 

By JEFF MILLER 

He's a catcher, not a runner, though the mileage he covered to reach this destination is impressive. 

In the Angels clubhouse this spring, there isn't a player who arrived from farther away, which is saying 
something since Shohei Ohtani's first steps came in Japan. 

"He is," general manager Billy Eppler said, "the quintessential marathon man." 

Rene Rivera is a backup whose unlikely tale of perseverance is worthy of starting in anyone's lineup of 
spring training stories. 

He is an example, a reason to believe, a guy who is paid to squat in place yet has refused to settle. 

"God gives you the strength to play this game, this hard game," Rivera said. "There's such a small 
percent of people who can reach this level. Why do you wanna take your jersey off? Why not wait until 
they take your jersey off?" 

And when they do take your jersey off, why accept your fate? Why not keep pushing, against the wind, 
the odds, whatever's trying to halt your progress? 

Rivera, 34, signed as a free agent in January, bringing along his stellar defense, occasional power and 
wonderful will: 

He once went 4 1/2 years — prime years, ages 23 to 27 — between big league games. 

He began one season with an independent league team that went out of business long before he did, 
the Camden Riversharks folding in 2015. 

He spent all of the 2012 season — nearly eight years after making his major league debut — buried in 
the minors. 

"Some people will think I took some steps back in life," Rivera said. "But you learn and you grow. I 
learned you keep working for your dreams. You never give away your dreams." 

At one point during his meandering journey, after being released by Tampa Bay just four days before the 
2016 season opener, Rivera tweeted the following: "My career has been everything but normal." 

As if to accentuate that point, a week after his release, he signed with the New York Mets and, by the 
midway point of that year, was playing so well that he had become Noah Syndergaard's personal 
catcher. A season that began with Rivera unemployed ended with him starting in the National League 
division series. 
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"He's endured and climbed obstacles, a lot of obstacles," Eppler said. "That lends itself to really trusting 
a guy's character and desire." 

The Angels are Rivera's seventh organization, seven also the number of times he has been granted free 
agency by teams unconvinced they needed him. He has been traded and selected off waivers, once 
apiece. He has spent parts of nine seasons in the majors and parts of 10 in Triple-A. He has appeared on 
14 minor league teams, including the Las Vegas 51s in 2008 and then again almost nine years later. 

"I never give up," Rivera said. "That's one thing that I feel has made me a better person. If I believe in 
myself, if I believe I can still do it, why not give it a shot?" 

He has played winter ball in the Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico and summer ball just about 
everywhere else, including in the Atlantic, International, Midwest, Northwest, Pacific Coast and 
Southern leagues. 

Those stops, at least, had a direct link to hope as official big league affiliates. The independent 
Riversharks were linked mostly to desperation, Rivera joining the outfit in 2010 because he was 
unwanted by the majors, all the majors, every one of its 30 teams. 

After a month and immediately after catching both ends of a doubleheader, Rivera signed with the New 
York Yankees, although it would be another year and another change of organizations — this time to 
Minnesota — before he was back in the big leagues. 

"When they hear about it, I've had teammates come up to me and say, 'Wow, I had no idea where 
you've been,' " Rivera said. "They think it's amazing. I don't see it that way. It's just part of my life. It 
seems normal to me." 

A native of Puerto Rico, Rivera said his family was spared during the hurricanes in September, though he 
lost communication with his mother for more than two weeks. 

Three months later, working with stores in South Florida, where Rivera lives in the offseason, he 
collected more than 25,000 toys and threw a Christmas party for kids back on his island home. 

That also seemed normal, he explained — someone who has had to work for everything appreciating 
the value of receiving a gift. 

"You can learn in life, always," Rivera said. "I feel good that I can share my story with people. I did it 
through baseball. But I believe anybody can do whatever they want if they believe in themselves and 
they work at it." 

Ohtani hits, and misses 

Ohtani had a double and a single off Nick Tropeano during a 2-for-8 performance in an intrasquad 
scrimmage Tuesday at Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

He looked more comfortable facing the right-handed Tropeano than the left-handed Tyler Skaggs, 
against whom Ohtani struck out three times. 
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"I thought it was pretty good as I was able to square up a few pitches," Ohtani said via the Angels media 
relations department. "I'm not sure how that will pan out in games. But I hope to make adjustments in 
each of my at bats." 

He is scheduled to throw a bullpen session Wednesday morning and, if he feels OK, could start as the 
designated hitter in the Angels' Cactus League game at 1:05 p.m. against Cleveland in Goodyear. 

Short hops 

Chris Young (calf), Jefry Marte (groin) and Nolan Fontana (shoulder) also batted in the scrimmage and 
are close to returning. … Skaggs and Tropeano pitched five innings apiece. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Revisiting Angels’ Opening Day roster prediction 

Final rotation spot still up for grabs, with JC Ramirez the top candidate 

By Maria Guardado 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- A few things have changed since we first took a crack at predicting the Angels' Opening 

Day roster last month. 

One week into Spring Training, the Angels traded C.J. Cron to the Rays and signed veterans Chris 

Young and Chris Carter. The moves had implications for the club's 2018 roster outlook, prompting a few 

minor tweaks to our original prediction. 

Injuries and other unforeseeable events could still alter the composition of the Halos' roster over the 

final two weeks of Spring Training, but here's a look at where things stand with 16 days left until 

Opening Day. 

Catcher (2): Martin Maldonado, Rene Rivera 

First base (2): Luis Valbuena, Albert Pujols 

Cron is no longer in the mix, as the Angels decided to clear up their logjam at first base by trading him to 

the Rays in exchange for a player to be named. The next day, the Halos signed Carter to a Minor League 

deal, so he would be next on the depth chart in the event of an injury to Valbuena or Pujols. 

Second base (1): Ian Kinsler 

Third base (1): Zack Cozart 

Shortstop (1): Andrelton Simmons 

Simmons suffered a left shoulder strain last week, but the Angels don't believe the injury is serious 

enough to jeopardize his availability for Opening Day. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/455759/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/474892/chris-carter
http://m.mlb.com/player/455117/martin-maldonado
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
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Utility (1): Colin Walsh 

The Cron trade opened up a spot on the Angels' bench for another infielder, and Walsh's versatility 

makes him a good fit for the role. Signed to a Minor League deal over the offseason, Walsh is a switch-

hitter who can play all four infield spots as well as left field. The 28-year-old Stanford product hit .346 (9-

for-26) with a 1.106 OPS, three home runs and nine RBIs in 14 Cactus League games this spring. Kaleb 

Cowart, Nolan Fontana, Jose Miguel Fernandez and Jefry Marte are other options for the final bench job. 

Outfield (4): Mike Trout, Justin Upton, Kole Calhoun, C. Young 

Eric Young Jr. appeared to be the fourth outfielder at the outset of spring, but that job is now projected 

to go to Chris Young, who has yet to play because of a right calf injury, but is expected to be ready for 

the start of the season. 

Starting pitching (6): Garrett Richards, Shohei Ohtani, Tyler Skaggs, Andrew Heaney, Matt 

Shoemaker, JC Ramirez 

There had been some questions about Ramirez's health entering Spring Training, as he was coming off 

stem-cell therapy to treat a partially torn ulnar collateral ligament in his throwing elbow, but the 29-

year-old right-hander has dispelled concerns by posting a 3.72 ERA over three Cactus League starts. 

Ramirez seems likely to earn the final spot in the Halos' rotation over Parker Bridwell and Nick 

Tropeano, both of whom could be optioned to Triple-A Salt Lake to start the season. 

Bullpen (7): Blake Parker, Jim Johnson, Cam Bedrosian, Jose Alvarez, Keynan Middleton, Blake 

Wood, Noe Ramirez 

The bullpen prediction remains unchanged for now, but the race for the final spot is still wide open. Noe 

Ramirez has pitched well, with a 2.84 ERA over 6 1/3 innings this spring, but Rule 5 Draft pick Luke Bard, 

non-roster invitee Ian Krol and Felix Pena still have time to make a push over the last couple weeks of 

camp. 

 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

These are the most improved teams in MLB 

By Mike Petriello 

The team that most improved itself this winter is… well, hang on a second. We have to explain what 

"improved" even means, first. The way you'd generally think to do it is to look at team win totals from 

2017, compare them to projected win totals from 2018 (we'll be using FanGraphs for this), and see 

what's changed. If you look at it that way, you'd see that the Giants are projected to be 18 wins better. 

The D-backs appear to be 12 wins worse. 

That's the simple way, but it's also not the best way. The Giants may have lost 98 games last year, but 

only because everything that could have possibly gone wrong did go wrong. Madison 

Bumgarner, Johnny Cueto, Will Smith, Hunter Pence, Brandon Belt, and Mark Melancon all got injured; 

http://m.mlb.com/player/595023/colin-walsh
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/545337/nolan-fontana
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-miguel-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/500724/jc-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/462382/jim-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/641871/keynan-middleton
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/502028/blake-wood
http://m.mlb.com/player/598287/noe-ramirez
http://m.mlb.com/player/572703/luke-bard
http://m.mlb.com/player/571871/ian-krol
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://bit.ly/2ESz29S
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
http://m.mlb.com/player/518516/madison-bumgarner
http://m.mlb.com/player/456501/johnny-cueto
http://m.mlb.com/player/519293/will-smith
http://m.mlb.com/player/452254/hunter-pence
http://m.mlb.com/player/474832/brandon-belt
http://m.mlb.com/player/453343/mark-melancon
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Brandon Crawford had an unexpected off-year; and a dozen other things all went the wrong way. It's 

hard to imagine that all happening again. 

Ninety-eight losses is 98 losses, to be sure, but the Giants didn't bring a 98-loss roster into the offseason. 

(No one would suggest the Giants had a lesser roster than, say, the 95-loss White Sox, for example.) 

Since the true talent level was higher than that, if they'd done absolutely nothing at all this winter, 

they'd still be expected to improve in 2018. 

The Giants did a whole lot more than "nothing" this winter, of course, as we'll get to in a minute. The 

point here is that we want to find a way to separate a likely improvement between "the talent already 

on the roster" and "pieces added this winter." The way we do that isn't to look at 2017 record; it's to 

look at what the 2018 projections said at the end of the season, before any moves were made. 

We can do that by comparing the 2018 projections of Nov. 12 to the ones we see today. (Why Nov. 12? 

To be honest, it's because that was the closest to the end of the 2017 season we could pull up on 

the Internet Archive, but it works well enough for our purposes here, because other than player options 

being exercised, no major moves happened this winter until the Mariners traded Emilio Pagan for Ryon 

Healy on the evening of Nov. 15.) 

By that view, the Giants weren't a 64-98 team coming into the offseason, they were a 78-84 roster. 

They're better than that now, obviously, having made some moves this winter. But they're not the most 

improved team of the winter. It's the Yankees. Of course. 

Yankees (+6) 

After winning 91 games last year, the Yankees were projected for 89 on Nov. 12. That's already pretty 

good; it's difficult to improve much on that. Of course, then they went out and added Giancarlo 

Stanton, Brandon Drury and Neil Walker to an already-strong roster that's expecting more contribution 

from Greg Bird, Gleyber Torres and Miguel Andujar this year, while also further reducing opportunity for 

the unproven Clint Frazier and the disappointing Jacoby Ellsbury. Now, the projection is 95 wins. Hard to 

argue with that. No team added more projected value this winter than the Yankees. 

Brewers (+5) 

Right behind the Yankees are the Brewers, and doing it this way is a much better look, because while 

Milwaukee won 86 games last year, they entered the offseason projected for just 73 wins, in part 

because ace Jimmy Nelson is injured and will miss a chunk of the season. It's better now, at 78 wins, 

since they later added outfielders Lorenzo Cain and Christian Yelich, and while that still feels low, that's 

largely because the only additions to a thin rotation were journeymen Wade Miley and Jhoulys Chacin. 

At least this way, they're +5, not -8. They've clearly gotten better.  

Giants (+4) 

Blue Jays (+4) 

Padres (+4) 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543063/brandon-crawford
http://bit.ly/2p88Dfh
http://m.mlb.com/hotstove
https://www.mlb.com/news/mariners-acquire-ryon-healy-from-oakland-as/c-261994974
http://m.mlb.com/player/641941/emilio-pagan
http://m.mlb.com/player/592387/ryon-healy
http://m.mlb.com/player/592387/ryon-healy
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/592273/brandon-drury
http://m.mlb.com/player/435522/neil-walker
http://m.mlb.com/player/595885/greg-bird
http://m.mlb.com/player/650402/gleyber-torres
http://m.mlb.com/player/609280/miguel-andujar
http://m.mlb.com/player/640449/clint-frazier
http://m.mlb.com/player/453056/jacoby-ellsbury
http://m.mlb.com/player/519076/jimmy-nelson
http://m.mlb.com/player/456715/lorenzo-cain
http://m.mlb.com/player/592885/christian-yelich
http://m.mlb.com/player/489119/wade-miley
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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Rounding out the top five are three teams who added four projected wins this winter: the Giants, Blue 

Jays, and Padres  

That's most notable in San Francisco, as the Giants added Evan Longoria, Andrew McCutchen, Austin 

Jackson and Tony Watson, who should each help. It's not just about who arrived, however; it's also 

about who lost playing time as a result of the moves. Matt Cain retired, while Denard Span and Matt 

Moore were traded; in addition, Pablo Sandoval now has less of a path to playing time. The Giants will 

be several wins better simply due to expected better health; these gains are on top of that. 

The Jays have the same health hopes as the Giants -- full seasons from Josh Donaldson, Devon Travis, 

and Aaron Sanchez would be nice, though Troy Tulowitzki is still ailing -- but we're simply talking about 

external additions here. Randal Grichuk, Curtis Granderson, Yangervis Solarte, Aledmys Diaz and Seung 

Hwan Oh may not be All-Stars, but they're filling in some enormous gaps, particularly in the corner 

outfield. (Toronto had the AL's weakest outfield last year.) 

Finally, San Diego isn't likely to contend this year, but it certainly got better, having added veterans Eric 

Hosmer, Freddy Galvis, Bryan Mitchell and Chase Headley.  

Phillies (+3) 

Rangers (+3) 

Red Sox (+3) 

White Sox (+3) 

Astros (+3) 

Within this final group, you have the 2017 world champions, the two-time defending AL East winners, 

and the complete rebuild on the South Side of Chicago. There's many ways and places to add wins. 

For the Astros (Gerrit Cole) and Rangers (Mike Minor, Doug Fister, Chris Martin, Moore) it was largely 

about adding pitching, though the two staffs started from very different places. The Red Sox did very 

little this winter, yet their extra three wins can be explained almost entirely by the addition of J.D. 

Martinez, the winter's best bat. And the Phillies, of course, added Jake Arrieta, Carlos Santana, Pat 

Neshek and Tommy Hunter. 

As for the White Sox, it's true that a win or two or three here or there won't make that much difference 

as they rebuild. That said, they did add Welington Castillo and Joakim Soria, both solid Major Leaguers. 

The projections have them as improved, though surely the main priority this year is that Yoan 

Moncada, Michael Kopech, Lucas Giolito and friends continue to advance. 

The rest 

"Where," you might be asking, "is [my favorite team]? The Rockies, Angels, and Twins made so many 

moves." Well, the first thing to remember is that projections are estimates; they're good, but they're not 

perfect, or infallible. Sometimes they're even wrong. They might be wrong! We can at least explain why 

they see things that way, however, for those three teams. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/446334/evan-longoria
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
http://m.mlb.com/player/457706/austin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/457706/austin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/453265/tony-watson
http://m.mlb.com/player/430912/matt-cain
http://m.mlb.com/player/452655/denard-span
http://m.mlb.com/player/519043/matt-moore
http://m.mlb.com/player/519043/matt-moore
http://m.mlb.com/player/467055/pablo-sandoval
http://m.mlb.com/player/518626/josh-donaldson
http://m.mlb.com/player/581527/devon-travis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592717/aaron-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/453064/troy-tulowitzki
http://m.mlb.com/player/545341/randal-grichuk
http://m.mlb.com/player/434158/curtis-granderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/500208/yangervis-solarte
http://m.mlb.com/player/649557/aledmys-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seung-hwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seung-hwan-oh
http://bit.ly/2FSwTLW
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/543037/gerrit-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/501985/mike-minor
http://m.mlb.com/player/450729/doug-fister
http://m.mlb.com/player/455119/chris-martin
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/502110/jd-martinez
http://m.mlb.com/player/453562/jake-arrieta
http://m.mlb.com/player/467793/carlos-santana
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
http://m.mlb.com/player/488984/tommy-hunter
http://m.mlb.com/player/456078/welington-castillo
http://m.mlb.com/player/465657/joakim-soria
http://m.mlb.com/player/660162/yoan-moncada
http://m.mlb.com/player/660162/yoan-moncada
http://m.mlb.com/player/656629/michael-kopech
http://m.mlb.com/player/608337/lucas-giolito
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/lets-make-sure-were-honest-about-projections/
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For the Rockies, it wasn't about lack of moves, so much as it was the net effect of those moves. Their big 

splash was in the bullpen, where they retained Jake McGee and added Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw. 

That's going to be a good group; however, they were already a good group, ranking sixth in the most 

advanced Statcast™ quality of contact metric. Davis and Shaw essentially replace Greg Holland and 

Neshek, and since Colorado brought back both McGee and Carlos Gonzalez from last year's team, the 

actual improvement is muted. 

It's different for the Angels and Twins, partially because wins don't come in a vacuum. If you add wins, 

someone else has to lose them. (That is, there's only so many games in a season; you can't have 

everyone projected for 90 wins, for example.) So, any projected win added by one club has to result in a 

projected win lost from another club. It has to even out. 

So yes, the Angels got better, having added Ian Kinsler, Shohei Ohtani and Zack Cozart, though they gave 

back a little of it when they traded C.J. Cron and entrusted more first base time to Albert Pujols. The 

problem is that the rest of their division got better too, from the Rangers remaking their pitching staff to 

the already-dominant Astros adding Cole and Joe Smith to the A's adding three good relievers along 

with Jonathan Lucroy. 

For the Twins, while they've added Lance Lynn and Jake Odorizzi, neither moves the needle that much, 

and they've given back some of that rotation boost with the news that Ervin Santana could be out for at 

least the first month (if not more) due to finger surgery, as well as continued questions about Miguel 

Sano's availability as he recovers from surgery and awaits a ruling on a sexual assault accusation. Logan 

Morrison, however, was a nice under-the-radar addition.  

All that said, projections aren't perfect and aren't intended to be, though for what it's worth, a separate 

system at Baseball Prospectus also views the Rockies, Angels and Twins in the same 78- to 83-win range. 

When the 2018 season plays out, a team like the Giants is going to have had the largest increase in wins, 

simply because they massively underperformed their expectations last year. They were always better 

than that, though, and it's a lot easier to add wins to a 64-win season than it is to add to a 91-win 

season, which the Yankees are coming off. Despite that, the Yankees have still "won the offseason," at 

least by this view. It's merely the first of what looks to be many, many Yankee wins in 2018. 

 

                 FROM MiLB.COM      

Farm System Rankings: 21-and-under talent 

Braves take the cake in terms of youth; Padres hot on their heels 

By Alex Kraft 

With Spring Training underway and the 2018 season almost upon us, MiLB.com is ranking all 30 farm 

systems based on certain changing criterion with each edition. After looking at position player prospects 

http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://atmlb.com/2DoVuCT
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/expected-woba
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/501925/joe-smith
https://www.mlb.com/athletics/news/as-roster-has-become-very-interesting-in-2018/c-265575690
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/458681/lance-lynn
http://m.mlb.com/player/543606/jake-odorizzi
http://m.mlb.com/player/429722/ervin-santana
https://www.mlb.com/twins/news/ervin-santana-out-10-12-weeks-after-surgery/c-265990332
http://m.mlb.com/player/593934/miguel-sano
http://m.mlb.com/player/593934/miguel-sano
http://m.mlb.com/player/489149/logan-morrison
http://m.mlb.com/player/489149/logan-morrison
https://legacy.baseballprospectus.com/fantasy/dc/
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and pitchers, this edition focuses on prospects who will be 21 years old and younger on Opening Day and 

considers the quality and quantity of top talent in each system in its current state. Here are the complete 

rankings of all 30 organizations with player ages in parentheses. 

12. Los Angeles Angels 

Top-30 qualifiers: Jo Adell, Kevin Maitan, Jahmai Jones, Brandon Marsh, Chris Rodriguez, Jaime 

Barria, Griffin Canning, Jose Suarez, Jose Soriano, Leonardo Rivas, Livan Soto, Nonie Williams, Stiward 

Aquino, Jerryell Rivera, Trent Deveaux, Cole Duensing, John Swanda 

Analysis: Much of the hype for the Angels will be focused on Shohei Ohtani, but don't overlook the 

impressive group of young talent that has been quietly coalescing for a few years now. The team drafted 

18-year-old outfielder Jo Adell with the 10th pick in the Draft, and he rewarded them with a 

.325/.376/.532 slash line in 49 games across both Rookie-level affiliates. Fellow top-100 prospect Jahmai 

Jones (20) continued to build his rapidly-rising stock with a .282 average and 27 steals between Class A 

Burlington and Class A Advanced Inland Empire. Signing shortstop Kevin Maitan (18) away from the 

Braves this winter gave Los Angeles another top-100 prospect to add to their group. 

 

                 FROM SPORTS ILLUSTRATED      

Can Anybody Catch the Astros? Handing Out AL West Offseason Grades 

By Jon Tayler 

The offseason is over, spring training is in full swing, and despite a few notable names still available on 

the market, most if not all teams have called it quits in terms of signings and trades. So it’s time to look 

back on just what every squad did this winter and hand out grades for the moves made—or, in some 

cases, for those they failed to make. Next up: the American League West. 

Players with an asterisk next to their name were re-signed as free agents. 

HOUSTON ASTROS 

2017 Record: 101–61, first place in AL West; won World Series 

Key Additions: RHP Gerrit Cole, RHP Hector Rondon 

Key Departures: DH Carlos Beltran, RHP Michael Feliz, RHP Mike Fiers, RHP Luke Gregerson, OF 

Cameron Maybin, RHP Joe Musgrove 

Fresh off their first championship in franchise history, all the Astros did was go out and trade for a 27-

year-old former No. 1 overall pick who finished fourth in the NL Cy Young voting in 2015. That’s a bit 

simplistic when it comes to Cole, who has been more enigma than ace with Pittsburgh the last two 

seasons, but he still gives Houston a frighteningly powerful rotation to go with Dallas Keuchel, Justin 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666176
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=670867
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663330
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669016
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669735
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=642545
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=642545
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=656288
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=660761
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=667755
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=660844
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=670869
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666170
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666766
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666766
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=676219
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=670033
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=676191
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=660271


March 14, 2018  Page 13 of 19 
 

Verlander, and Lance McCullers, especially if the data-savvy team can give his stuff a boost. Not to be 

overlooked is the under-the-radar signing of Rondon, who languished in the Cubs’ bullpen last season 

and lost Joe Maddon’s confidence but boasts tremendous tools. The players lost, meanwhile, won’t be 

missed, save perhaps Beltran’s clubhouse leadership. The best team in baseball got better, and at not 

much cost. 

Grade: A 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS 

2017 Record: 80–82, second place in AL West 

Key Additions: 3B Zack Cozart, RHP Jim Johnson, 2B Ian Kinsler, RHP/DH Shohei Ohtani, C Rene Rivera, 

OF Chris Young 

Key Departures: 1B C.J. Cron, 3B Yunel Escobar, RHP Ricky Nolasco, RHP Bud Norris, RHP Yusmeiro Petit, 

2B Brandon Phillips, RHP Huston Street 

Tired of wasting the career of the greatest player most of us will ever see in our lifetimes, the Angels 

finally went out and made moves designed to help Mike Trout. The headliner is the 23-year-old Ohtani, 

the two-way Japanese wünderkind who can pitch, hit and play Van Halen’s “Eruption” without missing a 

note. That the Angels got him without having to pay fair price—his signing bonus was just $2.3 million, 

and his 2018 salary will be the major league minimum—is due to the league’s absurd restrictions on 

international amateur free agents, but at least Los Angeles took advantage of those savings to add 

potential impact players. Cozart and Kinsler, in particular, should help improve an infield that was 

average at best last year and is mostly gone with Escobar and Phillips walking and Cron being dealt. The 

rotation and bullpen still look like potential issues, and who knows how Ohtani will perform, but the 

Angels made an effort, and a mostly successful one at that, to build a true wild-card contender. 

Grade: B 

TEXAS RANGERS 

2017 Record: 78–84, tied for third place in AL West 

Key Additions: RHP Bartolo Colon, RHP Doug Fister, RHP Tim Lincecum, LHP Mike Minor, LHP Mike 

Moore, RHP Edinson Volquez 

Key Departures: RHP Andrew Cashner, OF Carlos Gomez, 1B Mike Napoli 

The theme of the Rangers’ offseason was quantity over quality. Striking out on Ohtani despite being one 

of seven finalists for him and opting against pursuing high-end starters like Jake Arrieta or ex-Ranger Yu 

Darvish, Texas instead shopped in the bargain bin, ending up with several flawed yet intriguing arms. 

The most notable name is Lincecum, who looked to have washed out of the league after a dreadful 2016 

but has returned after a winter spent training at Driveline that has him throwing harder and looking 

less like Mitch Kramer in Dazed and Confused. But he’s far from a sure bet; the same goes for Fister, 

https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/12/20/tim-lincecum-giants-comeback-jacked-swole-ripped-thick
https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/12/20/tim-lincecum-giants-comeback-jacked-swole-ripped-thick
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Minor (who was excellent in relief with Kansas City but hasn’t started a major league game since 2014), 

Moore (awful with San Francisco), and Colon (finally showing his age at 44 in a terrible year split 

between Atlanta and Minnesota). If a couple of those guys hit, Texas will get top production for little 

cost. If they bust, the Rangers will look back on this winter and the cheaper-than-expected contracts 

that Arrieta and Darvish signed and wonder if they should have done more to give a weak rotation a 

sure thing. From here, it feels like they should have. 

Grade: C+ 

SEATTLE MARINERS 

2017 Record: 78–84, tied for third place in AL West 

Key Additions: OF Dee Gordon, 1B Ryon Healy, RHP Hisashi Iwakuma*, RHP Juan Nicasio, OF Ichiro 

Suzuki 

Key Departures: 1B Yonder Alonso, OF Jarrod Dyson, RHP Yovani Gallardo, 1B Danny Valencia 

Did someone kidnap Jerry Dipoto this offseason? MLB’s most manic executive was oddly quiet over the 

winter, completing only a handful of trades and staying almost entirely out of free agency. The moves he 

did make were fine: Gordon, if he can make the transition from second base to centerfield, should give 

the team a dynamic option both there and in the lineup, and the return of Suzuki will, if nothing else, sell 

some extra tickets. But the patchwork rotation that sunk Seattle’s hopes last season wasn’t addressed at 

all, save re-signing the venerable yet declining Iwakuma. You almost get the sense that Dipoto had put 

all his chips on landing Ohtani, who had the Mariners as one of his finalists but ultimately went to the 

division rival Angels. Once that fell through, it seems like the famously transaction-happy GM couldn’t 

figure out a backup plan. As a result, it’s hard to see the M’s as anything other than an also-ran this year 

unless they get far better health and performance than expected from their starting five. For once, it’s 

fair to say that Dipoto didn’t make enough moves. 

Grade: C 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS 

2017 Record: 75–87, fifth place in AL West 

Key Additions: LHP Ryan Buchter, C Jonathan Lucroy, OF Stephen Piscotty, RHP Yusmeiro Petit 

Key Departures: RHP Jesse Hahn, 1B Ryon Healy 

It’s hard to know what, if ever, the plan or future is in Oakland, where Billy Beane’s team seems to 

function more as a baseball thrift shop than as a major league franchise. But some late-season 

breakouts and surprises last year—namely Matts Chapman and Olson—have the A’s looking friskier than 

usual, and this offseason’s additions may have turned them into, if everything breaks right, a team with 

wild-card chances. Trading for Piscotty was the best move, with Oakland buying low on him after he fell 

out of favor in St. Louis. The former first-rounder slumped badly last year but was stellar the two 
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seasons previous and is still only 27 years old. Likewise, Lucroy is amid a baffling career downturn, but at 

his price (just $6.5 million for one year), the A’s can afford to see if he can turn it around. A lot will need 

to go right for Oakland to be a real contender, and the odds are against it. But this winter’s moves, while 

low-key, served to add talent at minimal cost, which is better than what the offseason usually entails in 

the Bay Area. 

Grade: B- 

 

 

                 FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

Biggest Surprises, Disappointments at 2018 Spring Training Halfway Point 

By Zachary D. Rymer 

Given how little it matters in the grand scheme of things, the best way to absorb Major League Baseball 

spring training is to not read too much into anything. 

But in the immortal words of Hobie Doyle: Would that it were so simple. 

Spring training may be baseball's silly season, yet there's never a shortage of things to react to with 

either surprise or disappointment. So, we're going to go ahead and get our reactions about 10 things in 

particular out in the open and be done with it. 

Disappointment: Shohei Ohtani Is a Bit of a Work in Progress 

On the flip side of Acuna, you'll find Shohei Ohtani. 

The more that was said about Ohtani before a crowded sweepstakes landed him with the Los Angeles 

Angels, the more he sounded too good to be true. A young phenom with a high-velocity arm and a 

powerful bat, with the ability and the willingness to wield both on the regular? Yeah, right. 

Now, there's no escaping the sense that maybe it all was too good to be true. 

The 23-year-old has taken the mound three times this spring. His best moment came when he struck out 

eight of the 12 batters he faced in a "B" game against the Milwaukee Brewers on March 2. Despite that, 

he's been lit up for 10 runs over seven total innings, only 1.2 of which have come in Cactus League 

action. 

It hasn't been much prettier for Ohtani at the plate. He's come away with just two singles and three 

walks in 21 plate appearances. He's struck out six times. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kGpsXuMvApo


March 14, 2018  Page 16 of 19 
 

"He's basically like a high school hitter because he's never seen a good curveball," one scout told Jeff 

Passan of Yahoo Sports. "He's seen fastballs and changeups. And you're asking a high school hitter to 

jump to the major leagues?" 

Obviously, it's only spring training. And Ohtani doesn't need to figure out everything right away. 

It is, however, nonetheless clear he has a few things to figure out. 

***Article edited to include only Angels-related material. 

 

MLB Position Power Rankings 2018: B/R’s Top 30 Shortstops 

By Joel Reuter 

Ahead, we've set out to identify the top 30 shortstops in the league heading into the 2018 season. 

A few things to consider before we get started: 

 League averages: For the sake of reference, the league average triple-slash line for a 

shortstop last season was .263/.318/.415. 

 Eligibility: To be considered for inclusion, a player must have played at least 300 innings 

at shortstop last season. Exceptions were made for an expected position change (no 

Zack Cozart) and a prospect (J.P. Crawford). 

For fantasy baseball fans, think of this as a big board of the position if the entire league was doing a 

redraft for one all-or-nothing season in 2018. 

Someone like Amed Rosario has more upside than Jordy Mercer going forward, but is he going to be 

better this coming year? 

Let's find out. 

5. Andrelton Simmons, Los Angeles Angels 

Age: 28 

2017 Offensive: 103 OPS+, .278/.331/.421, 54 XBH (14 HR), 69 RBI, 77 R 

2017 Defensive: 32 DRS, 18.2 UZR/150, 22.6 DEF 

WAR: 7.1 

Player Outlook 

https://sports.yahoo.com/verdict-shohei-ohtanis-bat-not-good-023611674.html
https://sports.yahoo.com/verdict-shohei-ohtanis-bat-not-good-023611674.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/simmoan01.shtml
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10847&position=SS
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/simmoan01.shtml
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Andrelton Simmons is the best defensive player in baseball. 

His 32 DRS were tops in the majors last season. His 163 career DRS trail only Adrian Beltre (212) and 

Yadier Molina (171) among active players, and Simmons has done it in fewer than half the innings. 

The best offensive season of his career on top of that made him a legitimate AL MVP candidate last 

season and one of the leaders among all position players with a 7.1 WAR. 

His OPS (.752), OPS+ (103), hits (164), doubles (38), RBI (69), runs (77), stolen bases (19) and total bases 

(248) were all career highs. He ended up finishing eighth in MVP voting. 

With three years and $39 million left on his contract, he's one of baseball's best bargains and will be vital 

in the Los Angeles Angels' push for a contender. 

 

Mid-Spring Training Grades for MLB’s High-Profile Acquisitions 

By Zachary D. Rymer 

Spring training is much better for getting first looks at familiar faces in new places than it is for carrying 

out serious analysis of players' performances. 

Nonetheless, how about we split the difference and dish out some mid-spring grades for the biggest 

acquisitions of the 2017-18 Major League Baseball offseason? 

Please note that this will not include Jake Arrieta, who just signed with the Philadelphia Phillies on 

Monday. Otherwise, the grades are based on the numbers that each player has put up, as well as on any 

positives and negatives that show outside the box score. 

Shohei Ohtani, Los Angeles Angels 

In theory, Shohei Ohtani is the perfect baseball player. His arm is strong. His bat is powerful. And he's 

ready and willing to put both to work for the Los Angeles Angels. 

In practice, he's raised questions about how able he is to put both to work. 

The 23-year-old Japanese phenom has been most visible at the plate, where he's logged 21 plate 

appearances in seven Cactus League games. But all he has to show for it are two singles and three walks. 

He's struck out six times, including once on a nasty curveball from Clayton Kershaw. 

These growing pains would be forgivable if Ohtani were dominating on the mound, which is supposed to 

be his forte. Alas, he hasn't done that, either. 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=y&type=1&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=10,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=y&type=1&season=2017&month=0&season1=2002&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=10,d
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/simmoan01.shtml
https://www.mlb.com/video/kershaw-strikes-out-ohtani/c-1882742083
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His one and only Cactus League start didn't go well, as the Brewers got to him for a pair of runs in an 

inning-and-a-third on February 24. 

Ohtani has only pitched in two unofficial games since then. He struck out eight Brewers in one of them. 

In the other, he got lit up for six runs in three innings by the Tijuana Toros of the Mexican League. 

According to Jeff Passan of Yahoo Sports, his fastball was mostly in the low 90s. 

It's way too early to call Ohtani a bust. It's not, however, too early to say there have been better first 

impressions than this. 

Grade: F 

***Article edited to include only Angels-related material. 

 

                 FROM FANSIDED       

Each MLB team’s X-factor 

By Joshua Sadlock 

The MLB regular season will be upon us before we know it, and the teams have been hard at work in 

Florida and Arizona preparing for the start of meaningful games. The Houston Astros return as the 

defending World Series champions, but will have a tough path back through the American League with a 

revamped New York Yankees lineup that now features Giancarlo Stanton. 

Looking up and down each roster, there is at least one player on each team that is his squad’s x-factor — 

the player whose performance has the potential make or break the 2018 team for his club. Some of the 

players we will touch on are looking to bounce back from a down year in 2017, while others are young 

studs ready to take the next step and carry a bigger load. 

From the obvious x-factors like Shohei Ohtani and Kyle Schwarber to veterans with something to prove 

like Masahiro Tanaka and Miguel Cabrera or the future All-Stars like Ronald Acuna, Yoan Moncada and 

Lance McCullers, this list of MLB stars will ultimately feature at least a few names that will help decide 

who is raising the trophy come November. 

Los Angeles Angels: Shohei Ohtani 

Baseball’s greatest experiment since the DH or interleague play is set to begin in earnest this season in 

Anaheim. The Los Angeles Angels hit the jackpot and landed Japanese two-way sensation Shohei Ohtani. 

The 23-year-old who throws right-handed and bats from the left side has been adamant about making it 

work as a pitcher and a hitter. 

https://twitter.com/JeffPassan/status/972202544528175104
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The Angels haven’t fully revealed their plan to get Ohtani innings and at-bats. The hitting may come 

along more slowly as he adjusts to life as an MLB player. Los Angeles did trade first baseman/DH C.J. 

Cron, seemingly paving the way for Ohtani to DH between starts. It’s not likely that he will hit on days 

that he pitches so that the Angels can avoid having to work around the loss of the DH after he leaves the 

game. With Ohtani taking a partial share of the DH at-bats, that means Albert Pujols will be forced out 

into the field a few times a week. 

Scouts are not so bullish on Ohtani’s chances to make a consistent impact as a hitter, and the Angels will 

have to determine how best to deploy him at the plate. The talent is there for Ohtani to be a legitimate 

power threat, but he needs the at-bats on a consistent basis, and it will be difficult to get them if he hits 

only three or four times a week. 

By all accounts, Ohtani is set to dominate as a pitcher. If he can be the ace the Angels have been seeking 

for years, this is a playoff team. It’s that simple. The other moves the Angels front office made this 

winter are all strong and help to complete a roster around Mike Trout. Ohtani tops them all. He has the 

potential to be a once-in-a-generation type talent. 

***Article edited to include only Angels-related material. 


