
Clevinger shuts out O's, allows just 2 singles 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
BALTIMORE -- With a clubhouse full of pitching valedictorians, Mike Clevinger is testing himself every time he steps on the mound. 
 
"If you're in class and everyone is making a 90 and you're making a 60 on the test, how good is that going to feel every single day?" Clevinger 
said. "Eventually, you're at least going to get to that 80 grade, and that's what the cool thing is about Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco. 
They're setting the bar so high that even falling just a little bit short, you're going to be pretty damn good." 
 
Saturday at Camden Yards, Clevinger took the Orioles to school, putting together arguably the best performance of his career, a two-hit shutout 
that propelled the Indians to a 4-0 victory. 
 
"I'll tell you what," manager Terry Francona said, "That was really fun to watch." 
Clevinger's dominant performance was boosted by solo home runs from Yan Gomes, Jose Ramirez and Yonder Alonso, as Cleveland 
continued its reliance on the long ball as the rest of its offense struggles. 
 
At the start, Clevinger didn't seem to be on track for a dominant performance, as the Orioles made several loud outs in the first few innings and 
the Indians' starter struggled with his pitch count. 
 
"It started off rough," Clevinger said. "I had 60 pitches through three [innings] and that wasn't efficient at all. I was trying to figure out a way to 
get deep into the game." 
 
Clevinger's only issue came in the fourth, when he allowed a leadoff single to Manny Machado, and Chris Davis followed with a grounder into 
the shift that Francisco Lindor misplayed for a rare error, giving Baltimore first and third with no outs. But Clevinger bore down, getting Tim 
Beckham on a shallow fly to left and inducing a ground-ball out from Anthony Santander to get out of the inning. 
 
"It seemed like from there, he just started pounding the zone," Francona said. "He got a couple of first-pitch outs of innings, which is always 
really good, and started using all his pitches." 
 
After giving up a sixth-inning single, Clevinger finished by retiring the final 14 batters he faced, often in quick fashion, as he and Gomes were in 
rhythm all game. 
 
"The way Yan was calling and setting up the game, it kind of put them in attack mode later in the game," Clevinger said. 
 
The first complete game of Clevinger's career stands in contrast to his last outing, in which he squandered a four-run lead in a no-decision 
against Toronto. After seven days off, Clevinger came back with a renewed focus, and the effort showed. 
 
"He's been able to stick to his game plans and throw his plus pitches out there," Gomes said. "His progress and everything that he's doing has 
been really fun to watch." 
 
MOMENT THAT MATTERED 
Not only did Ramirez go 3-for-4 with a long home run, he made a fantastic defensive play in the eighth inning, diving to his left and getting up to 
make a perfect strike to first to rob Craig Gentry of a hit, continuing to show the value of both his bat and his glove. 
 
"He's a good defender wherever we put him and it's nice to see him swing the bat too," Francona said. "We need him. He's so important to what 
we're doing." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Alonso became the first player this season to hit a home run over the right-field fence and onto Eutaw Street with his sixth-inning blast that gave 
Cleveland a 4-0 lead. Alonso is just the 54th visiting player and 94th player overall to hit the street. The 414-foot home run had an exit velocity 
of 112.3 mph, according to Statcast™. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"He's got a lot of life on his fastball. I don't think we struck out, what, two or three times all day? Is that true? I'm not sure if I had it right. Three. 
So, he got a lot of balls on the ground." -- Orioles manager Buck Showalter, on Clevinger 
 
UP NEXT 
Corey Kluber (2-1, 1.52 ERA) gets the start in Game 3, a 1:05 p.m. ET matchup against the Orioles' Andrew Cashner. Kluber tallied a shutout 
in his prior outing at Camden Yards, last June 19. Kluber, who has 1,234 strikeouts, needs just one more strikeout to tie Charles Nagy for sixth 
on the franchise's all-time K's list. 
 
Youthful Zimmer still learning the ropes 
By Elliott Smith Special to MLB.com 
BALTIMORE -- Bradley Zimmer has a mere 117 games under his belt in the Majors, so it's no surprise to know that he's still learning on the fly. 
 



Friday night served as an example. When the game against the Orioles began, the wind was blowing in and Zimmer was playing a shallower-
than-usual center field. That proved to be an issue in the fourth inning, when Baltimore's Chris Davis crushed a ball that sailed over the speedy 
Zimmer's head, leading to a double. 
"When [the wind] sort of let up a little bit, he probably got caught a little too shallow," manager Terry Francona said Saturday. "He's real young, 
but he's done a helluva job in center field." 
 
Zimmer is no stranger to center, having played it since his high school days. But playing it at the MLB level is a different thing altogether, and 
Zimmer is still making adjustments, though Francona has been pleased with the 25-year-old's work thus far. 
 
"I just think that sometimes, when guys are young, they're still young," Francona said. "He can go get it pretty good. He's done a really good job 
in center field for us. I don't think, since he's come up, that he's missed a cut-off man -- things that maybe with younger guys, you don't see right 
away." 
 
On offense, Zimmer has been one of the few Indians hitters to reside above the Mendoza Line, in part due to a more closed stance at the plate. 
 
"He's got such long levers, so those guys, when they connect, it's good. But you've got to try to be real short, because the levers are so long," 
Francona said. 
 
Worth noting 
• Cleveland acquired utility infielder Jon Berti from the Blue Jays on Saturday in exchange for cash considerations. Berti, 28, will be assigned to 
Triple-A Columbus. Berti was drafted by Toronto in the 18th round in 2011 and had spent his entire career with the organization. He played in 
four games with Triple-A Buffalo this season. 
 
• Pitcher Trevor Bauer was far more critical of his outing in Friday's loss than Francona, and the manager noted that if Bauer can turn a 
negative into a positive, he's fine with it. 
 
"If it helps them, if they use it to spur themselves on, that's OK, but if they beat themselves up, that's not good. I think Trev, that's just his 
personality." 
 
• Injured third baseman Gio Urshela (right hamstring strain) went 1-for-3 with a run scored Friday in Triple-A Columbus' 13-5 loss to Rochester, 
while playing seven innings. Urshela is now 2-for-10 in four games with the Clippers. 
 
Mike Clevinger buries the hatchet and seven other I ndians observations 
By T.J. Zuppe 2h ago  1   
BALTIMORE — An instant after the crack of the bat, Francisco Lindor immediately ranged to his left. 
 
Playing in the shift, the shortstop was on the right side of second base, a perfect position to defend the pull-happy Orioles slugger, Chris Davis. 
 
But Davis' slow grounder somehow trickled under the glove of the typically sure-handed middle-infielder. The rare miscue put runners on the 
corners in the midst of a two-run game. 
 
Suddenly, the man who usually picks up pitchers with stellar glove-work was in desperate need of his own pick-me-up. 
 
Mike Clevinger, still searching for his footing early in the contest, obliged. He induced a fly out and ground out to silence the threat, maintaining 
the lead that had been so carefully procured for him. 
 
Knowing how frequently he's benefited from Lindor's leather, the righty was more than happy to return the favor. 
 
“That's why it's almost like not even calling it 'picking him up,' ” Clevinger said. “I'm probably going to be in debt for the rest of my life to that 
man.” 
 
That wasn't the only debt Clevinger was hoping to repay. The 27-year-old was handed a 4-0 lead in his most recent outing, an advantage that 
would eventually disappear in the four-run fourth inning that doomed him. 
 
He wasn't about to let it happen again. 
 
Clevinger couldn't stand to give his teammates any reason to doubt him. 
 
“They put together a good lead for me in my last start and it didn't pan out the way I wanted it to,” Clevinger said. “I wanted to make sure I 
buried the hatchet right here, showed them that I can still hold their lead.” 
 
Clevinger did far more than that. 
 



The righty retired the final 14 hitters he faced en route to a two-hit shutout, the first complete game of his career. He managed to tiptoe through 
some occasional traffic, walking a pair and striking out three. 
 
And yet, after accomplishing that feat in the Tribe's 4-0 win Saturday — going deep in a game that featured some early-inning hard contact — 
he still managed to find areas in which he needed to improve. 
 
After the game, somehow, he was still nitpicking himself. 
 
His catcher, a man who has seen Clevinger's growth firsthand, almost found it humorous. 
 
“I would go into the dugout and kind of laugh at it,” Yan Gomes said. “I mean, I don’t think I could say it but he was going on no hits in the first 
couple innings. So I’m like, ‘What are you struggling with right now?’ It’s one of those things. Some guys are perfectionists. We’ve seen it. He’s 
very critical of himself. It’s true. He’s a very competitive guy. Whatever he saw, he made an adjustment to it and kept going through it.” 
 
Clevinger may have spent his Saturday trying to earn back the faith of his teammates, but in reality, he's more than earned their trust. And with 
each gem he spins, their admiration for him only grows. 
 
“He's a young pitcher and he's only getting better,” Terry Francona said. “He's not afraid to work. He gets after it. It's fun seeing guys develop 
kind of right in front of your eyes.” 
 
Here are some Tribe observations from the weekend. 
 
Clevinger's impressive effort lowered his season ERA to 1.75. Factoring in the nine-inning performance, Tribe starters now own a collective 
ERA of 2.59, third-lowest in the big leagues. 
 
The earned run averages of their top four starters are lower than the prices in those wacky car dealership spots that infiltrate your favorite radio 
station. 
 
Corey Kluber: 1.52 
Carlos Carrasco: 2.60 
Trevor Bauer: 2.67 
Mike Clevinger: 1.75 
Inevitably, whenever a starting rotation gets on a roll, reporters are wont to ask if the group feels any sense of healthy competition between 
them. Generally, the responses to that inquiry get pretty repetitive. In an effort to stay away from the usual clichés, Clevinger dropped deep into 
his book of metaphors. 
 
“If you're sitting in class,” Clevinger said, “and everyone is making a 90, and you're making a 60 on the test, how good is that going to feel every 
single day? Eventually, you're going to, at least, get to that 80 grade. That's the cool thing about Klubes and Carrasco. They're setting the bar 
so high that even falling just a little bit short, you're going to be pretty damn good.” 
 
One of baseball's best traditions is the Orioles' placement of small baseball-sized markers on Eutaw Street, representing the homers clubbed 
out to the alley beyond the right field walls of Camden Yards. 
On Saturday, Yonder Alonso joined the ranks of the 93 other balls that carried beyond the Oriole Park gates. His 112.3 mph rocket shot off 
Chris Tillman in the sixth officially became the first ball of 2018 to hit the street on the fly. 
 
The Indians have hit seven balls out to Eutaw Street since the park opened in 1992. Jim Thome is the only member of the Tribe to appear on 
the list twice. 
 
Jim Thome vs. Mike Mussina: July 26, 1996 
Jim Thome vs. Sidney Ponson: Sept. 5, 1999 
Carlos Santana vs. Mitch Atkins: July 17, 2011 
Asdrúbal Cabrera vs. Jake Arrieta: June 29, 2012 
Lonnie Chisenhall vs. Miguel Gonzalez: June 27, 2013 
Jason Kipnis vs. Dylan Bundy: June 19, 2017 
Yonder Alonso vs. Chris Tillman: April 21, 2018 
José Ramírez just missed joining that company when he slashed a 377-foot blast to the home run porch on Saturday afternoon, one of his 
three hits. Later in the inning, Alonso succeeded. 
 
“I was just trying to get a good pitch to hit, man,” Alonso said. “It’s a 3-1 pitch. I’m looking at the scoreboard and it’s a three-run game. We just 
needed to get some runs in.” 
 
Yes, I suppose that will work. 
 



Meanwhile, Indians pitchers have been victimized four times by the Eutaw homers. That list includes Chad Ogea (1998), Fausto Carmona 
(2008), Derek Lowe (2012) and Josh Tomlin (2012). 
 
Terry Francona can sense a difference in Tyler Naquin since he returned to the majors earlier this month to replace the injured Lonnie 
Chisenhall. 
 
“He does look a little more comfortable to me,” Francona said. “I think it’s easy for us to maybe forget when guys are going down, coming back, 
and sometimes that’s not the easiest thing to do or handle.” 
 
To his credit, that sense has been reflected in his production. Naquin has been one of the few Tribe hitters creating any hint of consistent 
offense. He's also, as he told The Athletic, gained a greater understanding of how the process and results might not always align. 
 
For instance, the left-handed hitter scalded a ball at 108.8 mph on Saturday, but the liner was unable to escape the grasp of right fielder 
Anthony Santander. In his second at-bat, he smacked a 363-foot fly ball to the 364-foot marker at the left field wall — a long fly out. 
 
Despite a pair of hard-hit balls, his day still finished 0-for-4. 
 
“You could have a 10-pitch at-bat,” Naquin said. “You might strike out. Just because you didn't win (the matchup) doesn't mean you didn't have 
a positive at-bat. It might have been a borderline pitch or you might have swung through something. It's not all negative. You've got to take 
away the positive. Even if it's a negative result.” 
 
Francona feels “cautiously optimistic” stating that Danny Salazar has turned a corner in his rehab progression. Still, it's tough to know what to 
expect from the talented but enigmatic hard-thrower. 
 
To this point, Salazar, who battled shoulder inflammation this spring, hasn't moved beyond bullpen sessions at the team's complex in Arizona. 
There's still no word on how close the righty is to starting a minor-league rehab assignment, but GM Mike Chernoff acknowledged a degree of 
excitement about his evolving direction. 
 
“We're feeling good about it,” Chernoff said. “It's often slow in cases like this, but he's starting to make progress. Obviously, we'd love to get him 
back on the team. It would just be a huge boost for the team to add a pitcher like that.” 
 
As for where Salazar fits? 
 
“That's a good question,” Chernoff said. “We'd obviously have to figure that out. It's baseball. A lot of things can happen. There's time. He hasn't 
even gotten out to a rehab assignment yet. We don't need to get into hypotheticals that are in the future. We've got enough in front of us.” 
 
As for Ryan Merritt, the Indians are a lot closer to being forced into a decision on the rehabbing, option-less lefty. 
 
“We have to work through that and figure out what's best for him,” Chernoff said. “We're starting to build him up in extended (spring training), so 
he could go out for a full start, wherever he goes. Whether we want to send him to a warmer weather place or get him into higher competition 
first, we'll make that decision after his next start in extended.” 
 
When the locker room opened Friday afternoon, the scene was far from energetic. 
 
Ramírez was sprawled out on the leather sofa in the visitors clubhouse, eyes barely open while scrolling through his phone. Erik González 
occupied the black sofa opposite Ramírez, feet propped up in a total state of relaxation. Bradley Zimmer soon joined the duo, grabbing a spot 
on the couch to sneak a few minutes of rest. 
 
Why the zombie-like trance? Well, thanks to the extra-inning game in Puerto Rico Wednesday, the team didn't arrive at the hotel in Baltimore 
until 7 a.m. Thursday. Understandably, a few guys were still trying to get their bodies and minds readjusted. 
 
“You don't know if you should go to bed or stay up for the day or what,” Chernoff joked. “At least there was an off day. But it's amazing that 
these guys can perform.” 
 
The Indians entered Saturday's game with a successful steal rate of 83 percent, tied for sixth-best in the majors. However, that percentage took 
a hit when Chance Sisco threw out three Tribe baserunners. 
 
The final caught stealing came when Rajai Davis thrown out attempting a steal of third base in the top of the ninth. Despite a close call, the 
Indians opted to not challenge the play. After the game, Francona was informed by Sports Time Ohio reporter Andre Knott that Davis may have 
been safe, at least according to their replay angles. 
 
“We had him out,” Francona said, pointing to the real-time advice of their replay coordinator Mike Barnett. “Looking at it live, I thought he was 
safe.” 
 



Not missing an opportunity to poke fun at Barnett, Francona added a playful jab. 
 
“God, I hope you're right,” he said with a smile, “so I can just hammer Barney.” 
 

Indians 4, Orioles 0: Mike Clevinger’s two-hitter a nd three solo homers carry Indians over Orioles 

By Ryan Lewis 

BALTIMORE: For a team with hitters struggling to raise their batting averages despite making solid contact, launching balls over the fence is a 
pretty good way to take care of that problem. 

That was the blueprint the Indians followed Saturday afternoon, when they hit three solo home runs en route to a 4-0 win over the Baltimore 
Orioles at Oriole Park at Camden Yards. 

That was more than enough for Indians starter Mike Clevinger, who pitched a two-hitter for the first complete game and first shutout of his 
career. The Orioles tagged him for several long outs that were caught on the warning track, but Clevinger was dynamic otherwise, walking two 
and striking out three while lowering his ERA to 1.75.  

 “He got a couple first-pitch outs of innings, which is always really good,” Indians manager Terry Francona said of Clevinger, who retired the 
final 14 batters he faced. “He started using all his pitches. I tell you what — that was really fun to watch. He went from a game last time where 
he had a 4-0 lead and let it get away. This time he buckled down and got better as he went.” 

Clevinger said he wasn’t pleased with how he was throwing through the first three innings, despite having not allowed a hit. He worked through 
an issue with his slider and around that time found the feel for it again. 

“That’s probably what I’m happiest about,” Clevinger said. “Not just the complete-game shutout, but it started out rough. I had 60 pitches 
through three. That wasn’t efficient at all. I was just thinking to myself how to get deeper in the game. 

“I set out the goal of 200 innings like every other starter, but if you do the math, even six innings every start isn’t getting you there. You’ve got to 
put together outings like this on a consistent basis and figure out how to get deep.” 

With the Indians leading 1-0 in the fourth inning, Orioles starter Chris Tillman threw a 2-2 pitch over the middle of the plate to Yan Gomes and 
Gomes belted it for a solo shot, his third home run of the season. 

In the sixth, Jose Ramirez hit his fifth home run of the season and was followed three batters later by Yonder Alonso, who crushed a 414-foot 
home run to right field that reached Eutaw Street. It was Alonso’s fourth homer of the season, and also the first time this year, and 94th time 
overall, that a ball reached the famed street outside the park. 

“I was just trying to get a good pitch,” Alonso said. “Tillman was doing his job. He was locating well. In that inning, he didn’t locate as well as he 
wanted. I know Ramirez got him on a pitch up. We just have to continue to battle, grind and have good at-bats.” 
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Indians report: Trevor Bauer trying to figure out h ow to fix new slider 

By Ryan Lewis 

BALTIMORE: Trevor Bauer doesn’t have the feel for his newly developed slider and is working to get it back. As it is a new pitch, though, he 
first has to figure out how. 

Bauer considers his slider — essentially created with science and math as much as anything — as one of the keys to his 2018 season and 
beyond. He needed another weapon at the level and effectiveness of his fastball and curveball to add to his arsenal. He had a terrific second 
half last season but went back to the lab all winter to try to find yet another gear. 

And Bauer found it this spring. He was pleased with where the slider was and how it was moving. In the last week before the regular season, he 
said he felt as good with his new pitch as he did with his fastball or his curveball, which he had thrown for years.  

This was going to be something new to give hitters fits, a wipeout pitch to put batters away. 

But once the regular season began, and especially in his last two starts, Bauer hasn’t had the feel for his slider. He hasn’t liked the way it has 
felt coming out of his hand, and he hasn’t like how flat the pitch has been. It has been a shell of what he envisioned it would be, basically 
rendering it useless, even though overall Bauer has been effective and pitched around it to the tune of a 2.67 ERA. 

A pitcher going through this is normal. Pitchers lose the feel for certain pitches all the time. They adjust, work to get it back and then eventually 
find it again. It’s a common occurrence. On any given day, a pitcher might simply never find the feel for a particular pitch, so he has to adjust for 
that outing or a series of starts. 

Except, here’s the rub: Bauer doesn’t yet know how to fix the slider. He’s never gone through such a thing before with this particular pitch, so in 
terms of fixing it, he can’t be certain of what exactly he has to do. Essentially, you first have to become lost to know exactly how to navigate 
your way out of such a problem. 

And Bauer is taking this detour for the first time. 

“There’s this phase where you develop a new pitch and it’s really good for about a month or two,” Bauer said. “Then you go through the phase 
where you lose the feel like you do on every pitch. But on the pitches you’ve thrown for a while, you know how to get it back. You know what’s 
important. So you practice it and it comes back to you. But I don’t know what’s important on the slider right now. It’s hard to get it back because 
I don’t know what’s off.” 

The difference is likely minuscule, making its diagnosis a more difficult one. 



“It’s such a slight difference,” Bauer said. “We’re talking 10 to 15 degrees — it makes a difference of 5, 6, 7 inches of movement. So a lot of 
times it’s hard to even tell what’s different. Just the ball is coming out and it’s a little flat right now. So just looking at video, it’s hard to tell 
sometimes what the difference is. So continue on that process the best way I know how and hopefully it comes back.” 

According to Baseball Savant, Bauer has been throwing the slider about 18 to 19 times a start recently, or less than half as often as he throws 
his fastball or his curveball. Bauer can go to the changeup if the slider isn’t working, but he knows the fastball-curveball combination has been 
his bread and butter. The problem he’s started to run into is that hitters know that, and if the slider continues to not be enough to put them away 
with two strikes, they can sit on one or the other. He needs three wipeout weapons to get to where he wants. 

“I pretty much limited myself to three pitches and one of them wasn’t working,” he said. “When I’m a two-pitch pitcher I’m not nearly as good as I 
can be.” 
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Indians catcher Yan Gomes and the art of pitch framin g as opposed to strike stealing 

By Ryan Lewis 

BALTIMORE: Yan Gomes doesn’t like the term pitch “framing,” even if he currently tops that leaderboard. 

He doesn’t want it to sound like he’s about to put on a ski mask and climb into the getaway car with a big bag of money, even though the 
numbers indicate Gomes has done well enough in the first few weeks of this season to be charged with grand larceny. 

It’s not stealing strikes, he says. It’s simply presenting pitches in a better way. 

Pitch framing relates to how well a catcher receives a borderline pitch in such a way that might lead an umpire to calling it a strike as opposed 
to a ball. Last season, Gomes ranked 27th in the league, according to Baseball Prospectus, with 15.2 framing runs. This season, however, 
Gomes leads the majors in that category and already has been credited with 1.3 framing runs despite being 29th in framing chances, although 
in a small sample size. 

It isn’t as much about moving the glove back into the zone, which Gomes says is the perception, as it is understanding glove positioning. 
Gomes has spent time working with first base/catching coach Sandy Alomar, but a major piece of why he’s been successful is his insistence on 
communicating with umpires as much as possible. 

Different home-plate umpires will have different strike zones and preferences. That is what Gomes tries to tap into when presenting a borderline 
pitch rather than simply yanking his glove into the strike zone. 

“That’s why I don’t like to call it framing,” Gomes said. “When you think of framing, you think of moving it. Umpires will start noticing that 
because they do get graded and they look at games. So you try to make subtle movements and beat the ball to the spot. I don’t think framing is 
the right word because it’s deceiving something.” 

The other side of that is moving the glove too much on every pitch might lose you the benefit of the doubt later on. An acquired strike early on 
might do as much damage later in the game as anything. 

“Everybody is human and not every strike zone is the same,” Gomes said. “Everybody has all the data to say that one umpire likes it low, one 
likes it inside to righties, so we know going in you have to make adjustments. So it’s a back and forth. And our pitchers do a tremendous job of 
keeping it to where I’m able to present it. As much credit as we get for framing and receiving, it’s really our pitchers that are doing a tremendous 
job.” 

The idea is to better present pitch locations without any noticeable movement. Sometimes it can be discreet enough that it fools the pitchers 
throwing the ball. Mike Clevinger said on several occasions he became angry with the umpire for a called ball only to realize later that it looked 
better than the actual location. 

“More often than not, I’ll get mad at the umpire and they’re like, ‘No, that was off,’ ” Clevinger said. “I’ll look at it and I wouldn’t even notice him 
move. By the time he’s catching the pitch I’m like, ‘What are you looking at back there?’ And then it’s like, ‘Oh, that was a ball.’ ” 

The benefits of pitch framing — which has always existed but took some time to be accepted as more of a quantifiable metric as analytics 
began to weave their way into the fabric of the game — are two-fold. It isn’t just stealing a strike for the sake of ending an at-bat or getting the 
most out of that one pitch. It also sets up better pitch sequencing throughout the at-bat and opens up a pitcher’s repertoire. 

Clevinger, for one, has run into trouble in the past by falling behind in counts, which limits the variance of pitches he can throw. He is keenly 
aware that he might benefit from a ball-turned-strike as much as anyone. 

“A big part of my game is sitting down and looking at the stats of, when I get 0-1 versus 1-0,” Clevinger said. “There’s a gap with every pitcher 
but with me it’s a tremendous gap of whether they’re going to get a hit or not. Getting that one strike and getting the count to 1-2 instead of 2-1 
literally changes the ballgame without you noticing. You never know how that 3-1 heater will turn out instead of a 2-2 slider.” 

A larger sample size is needed to really determine that there is statistical significance, but the Indians could very well have two of the better 
pitch framers in the game. Last season, backup Roberto Perez was credited with 15.2 framing runs, which ranked sixth in baseball. 

“To have two guys on the staff is definitely a luxury,” ace Corey Kluber said of Gomes and Perez. “We’re pretty lucky to have two of them. I 
don’t imagine many situations are like that. They know how to be discreet, and if it’s discreet enough that it looks like every other ball they 
catch, there’s really no way to differentiate it.” 

 

Indians 4, Orioles 0: 14 Walk-Off Thoughts on Mike Clevinger’s evolution and never being satisfied 

By Ryan Lewis 

1. When Mike Clevinger was acquired by the Indians in a deal for Vinnie Pestano in 2014, he barely had any resemblance of a routine. He was 
throwing every side session like it was Game 7 of the World Series. He was all adrenaline. He had talent, but it had yet to be reeled in and 
refined as it needed to be at the major-league level. 



2. Now, the older, wiser, more polished edition of Clevinger is demanding your attention. He was terrific to end 2017, and he has been even 
better thus far in 2018. Through four starts, Clevinger has a superb 1.75 ERA and just tossed the best outing of his career, a complete-game 
shutout against the Baltimore Orioles in which he allowed only two hits. 

3. He still throws most of his side sessions like a mad man, because that’s who he is, but he knows when to dial it back a notch. He worked on 
his between-starts routine and began to buy into them to a greater degree. He lifted weights barefoot all winter, which alleviated a shin splints 
issue. He worked with the Indians to control his breathing, which was in turn a way to maintain his heart rate and adrenaline. He’s had the stuff, 
but it took all of the other, smaller facets to come together for him to reach this level. And now, from the Indians’ perspective, it’s fun to watch. 

4. Said Indians general manager Mike Chernoff: “That’s one of the biggest developments that we’ve seen, is his ability to lock in on routines. 
This is a guy who, when we first acquired him, didn’t have routines and didn’t believe in routines. It’s been so fun to see him mature in that way. 
I don’t know if it’s having guys like Kluber or Carrasco or Bauer who have some of the best routines in front of him, or just the natural 
maturation, but you’ve seen this guy grow into a real big-league pitcher in terms of his routines, and it’s been awesome to watch that.” 

5. For Gomes, the real progression has been with how Clevinger can control himself on the mound and navigate a longer outing. It isn’t a mad 
sprint, arms flailing. It’s a controlled jog with a nice pace. 

6. Said Gomes: “What’s really cool is seeing the way his rhythm—he gets really excited out there on the mound. It’s one of those things, seeing 
him calm himself down, because he’s got tremendous stuff. But we’ve seen it to where guys have tremendous stuff but they can’t quite get 
through it because these are big-league hitters and they’re going to make adjustments as you go. He’s been able to stick to game plans and 
throw his plus pitches out there. His progress and everything that he’s doing has been really fun to watch.” 

7. With the exception of a rough fourth-inning in his last start, Clevinger has allowed one earned run this season. But in that inning, he 
squandered a four-run lead and looked dejected after the game because of it. It seems as though Clevinger could throw 10 consecutive 
complete-game shutouts, but he’d still believe he had something to prove. 

8. On Saturday, following his rough start, he wanted to prove he could support the offense. Said Clevinger: “I wanted them to know that I could 
hold their lead, I’m not going to lose focus. I won’t say I lost focus, but I’d say the intent wasn’t as strong the whole time. That what I tried to 
make a point of doing today.” 

9. And for the season, Clevinger wants to prove he can log 200 innings. It was the fact that he was able to maintain his pitch count well enough 
though nine innings that was the most pleasing element of his outing to Clevinger. He was effective through the first three innings on Saturday 
but not efficient. Then, he began racking up first-pitch outs and went on to retire the last 14 batters he faced. 

10. Said Clevinger: “That’s probably what I’m happiest about. Not just the complete game shutout, but it started out rough. I had 60 pitches 
through three. That wasn’t efficient at all. I was just thinking to myself how to get deeper in the game. It set out the goal of 200 innings like every 
other starter, but if you do the math, even six innings every start isn’t getting you there. You’ve got to put together outings like this on a 
consistent basis and figure out how to get deep.” 

11. Gomes knows that Clevinger can he hard on himself. That he is his toughest critic. Still, when Clevinger was upset with the first three 
innings to his outing—in which he hadn’t yet allowed a hit—all Gomes could really do was laugh and understand that that’s just how Clevinger 
operates. 

12. Said Gomes: “I would go into the dugout and kind of laugh at it. I mean, I don’t think I could say it but he was going on no hits in the first 
couple innings. So I’m like, ‘What are you struggling with right now?’ It’s one of those things. Some guys are perfectionists. We’ve seen it. He’s 
very critical of himself. It’s true. He’s a very competitive guy. Whatever he saw, he made an adjustment to it and kept going through it.” 

13. Part of his never-satisfied fire comes in the thought of holding up his end in this rotation, one that features a two-time Cy Young Award 
winner (Corey Kluber), another who finished fourth last year in Cy Young voting (Carlos Carrasco) and another who seems to have put things 
together and could be in line for a career-best season (Trevor Bauer). That also doesn’t include a former All-Star on the disabled list (Danny 
Salazar). Clevinger refuses to be just a guy holding down the fort to get to the top of the rotation. He wants to join that group and carry his 
weight. 

14. Said Clevinger: “If you’re sitting in class and everyone is making a 90 and you’re making a 60 on the test, how good is that going to feel 
every single day? Eventually you’re going to at least get to that 80 grade. That’s the cool thing about Klubes and Carrasco, they’re setting the 
bar so high that even falling just a little bit short, you’re going to be pretty damn good.” 
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Alonso goes Yonder and five other things we learned  about the Cleveland Indians on Saturday 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

BALTIMORE - GM Mike Chernoff was answering questions about the Indians poor offensive showing in April before Saturday's 4-0 win over the 
Orioles at Camden Yards. 

He was talking about luck and how Indians hitters hadn't had much of it. He pointed to Yonder Alonso as an example. 

"Yonder has been barreling balls up," said Chernoff. "He's had a very similar approach to what he's had over the past few years, but a lot of the 
line drives he's hit have been caught." 

Well, perhaps Alonso's luck is turning. He hit two line drives Saturday that were not caught. One was a leadoff single to left field that beat the 
shift in the second inning.  The other was a long home run over the right field wall that landed on Eutaw Street. 

It was the first Eutaw Street homer of the 2018 season and gave Alonso entry into a special group of hitters. His fourth homer of the season 
was the 54th hit by an opponent to land on Eutaw Street. Overall, only 94 homers have been hit there since Camden Yards opened in 1992. 

Every player who hits a ball onto Eutaw Street gets a plaque embedded in the street where the ball landed. 

"That's what I heard," said Alonso. "That's pretty cool." 

This was his first Eutaw Street homer. 



"I've only had about 10 games here," he said. 

No. 1: Decisions, decisions, decisions 

Manager Terry Francona said Friday that lefty Ryan Merritt will make one more start in extended spring training before going on a rehab 
assignment. 

Chernoff was asked if Merritt would go to Class AAA Columbus for his rehab. 

"We have to work through that and figure out what's best for him," said Chernoff. "We're trying to build him up in extended spring so he can go 
out for a full start, wherever he goes." 

Merritt and utility men Giovanny Urshela and Erik Gonzalez are out of options. Merritt is in extended spring, Urshela is on a rehab at Columbus 
and Gonzalez is with the Indians. Urshela's rehab can last 20 days. A pitcher's rehab assignment can last 30 days. 

Sooner or later those are decisions that will have to be made. 

No. 2: Too close for comfort 

A Baltimore broadcaster asked Francona before Saturday's game if center fielder Bradley Zimmer always plays as shallow as he did in Friday's 
3-1 loss. 

"The first couple of innings the wind was blowing in," said Francona. "Then I think it sort of let up a bit and he probably got caught a little too 
shallow. . .The ball that went over his head, he was a little too shallow on." 

Chris Davis doubled over Zimmer's head in the fourth inning. It did not lead to a run. 

"He's still really young, but he's done a helluva job in center field," said Francona. 

No. 3: The holy what? 

When Bauer gave up a game-tying homer to Manny Machado on a 3-0 pitch in the fourth inning Friday, it came on a fastball. 

"I put that ball right where I wanted to," said Bauer. "The Holy Ghost strikes again." 

Not sure what that means, but it sounded interesting. 

On Saturday Francona said a 3-0 fastball down the middle probably wasn't the pitch Bauer should have thrown in that situation. 

"Yeah, I think if Trev had (that pitch) back, he probably wouldn't do that," said Bauer. 

No. 4: Indians acquire utility player from Toronto 

The Indians on Saturday acquired utility man Jon Berti from the Blue Jays for cash. He will be assigned to Class AAA Columbus. 

The Clippers are short on infielders because of Mike Napoli's knee injury and Drew Maggi's suspension. Berti, an 18th round pick by Toronto in 
2011, was playing at Class AAA Buffalo for the Jays. 

No. 5: In closing 

Baltimore left fielder Trey Mancini could miss the rest of the series after hitting his right knee on the grandstand Friday night while trying to 
make a sliding catch of a foul ball by Alonso in the eighth inning. He needed stitches to close a gash on his knee, but the Orioles don't think he 
will have to go on the disabled list. 
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Mike Clevinger just trying to meet high standards of  the Cleveland Indians' starting rotation 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

BALTIMORE - Andrew Miller was warming in the bullpen in the ninth inning on Saturday. Mike Clevinger was trying not to look at him from the 
end of the dugout at Camden Yards. 

"He's seven-foot tall," said Clevinger. "You have to see him. I tried not to look, but ..." 

Clevinger was at the far end of the dugout, as far away as he could get from manager Terry Francona and pitching coach Carl Willis, because 
he wanted to finish the game. He'd carried a 4-0 lead through eight innings for the Indians and wanted to see it through. 

"I just sprinted down the dugout," he said. "High-five and ran in." 

Clevinger (2-0, 1.75) came out for the ninth and retired the Orioles in order. In 107 pitches, he threw his first complete game and shutout, while 
allowing two hits. What kind of roll was Clevinger on? He retired the last 14 Orioles to come to the plate. 

Time for the celebration, right? Not quite. 

Clevinger said he wasn't happy with his first three innings. He threw too many pitches and his control was off. Catcher Yan Gomes, between 
innings, rolled his eyes at Clevinger and reminded him that he hadn't allowed a hit. 

"So I'm like, 'What are you struggling with right now?'" said Gomes, who helped Clevinger's cause with a fourth-inning homer. "Some guys are 
perfectionists. We've seen it. He's very critical of himself. It's true. He's a very competitive. Whatever he saw, he made an adjustment and kept 
going through it." 

Clevinger said the key to his start was his slider. He didn't have it through the first three innings, but found it in the fourth. 

"It just clicked. I threw a good one to (Adam) Jones on the first pitch," said Clevinger. "I think it was his second at-bat. From then on, it was just 
there." 



The rotation for the Indians is 8-4 with a 2.59 ERA. It's led by Cy Young winner Corey Kluber with Carlos Carrasco close behind. Kluber and 
Carrasco won 18 games each last year. Trevor Bauer won 17. Clevinger is just doing his best to keep up. 

"I feel repetitive, so I'm going to put it in a metaphoric way," said Clevinger. "If you're in a class and everyone is making a 90 and you're making 
60 on the test, how good is that going to feel every single day? Eventually you're going to at least get to that 80 grade. 

"That's the cool thing about Klubes and Carrasco. They're setting the bar so high that even failing just a little bit short, you're going to be pretty 
damn good." 

Clevinger came into the season with two goals - win a spot in the rotation and pitch 200 innings. He secured the rotation early in spring training. 
The 200 innings is going to take some work, but Saturday certainly created some anticipation. 

"He's a young pitcher who's getting better," said Francona. "It's fun to watch." 

But the calculator inside every pitcher's head never really stops adding and subtracting numbers. 

"I had 60 pitches through three," he said. "That wasn't efficient at all. I was just thinking to myself how to get deeper in the game. I set out the 
goal of 200 innings like every other starter, but if you do the math, even six innings every start isn't getting you there. You've got to put together 
outings like this on a consistent basis and figure out how to get deep." 

Clevinger allowed four base runners. He walked Manny Machado in the first and gave up a leadoff single in the fourth. Catcher Chance Sisco 
walked in the third and singled to start the fifth. After that Clevinger retired every batter. 
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Mike Clevinger throws 2-hitter, Gomes, Ramirez, Alons o homer in Cleveland Indians' 4-0 win over Orioles 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

BALTIMORE -- The Indians, back on the continent for the second straight game, found decent weather Saturday and did what they do best -- 
pitch and hit home runs. 

Mike Clevinger threw a two-hit shutout and Yan Gomes, Jose Ramirez and Yonder Alonso hit home runs in a 4-0 win over the Orioles at 
Camden Yards. 

The Indians, like most teams in April, have played in weather ranging from cold to colder to "I have frostbite on my fingers." But only the Twins 
and Tribe have added a two-game series in the Caribbean to their early-season travel. 

So if they've seemed a bit discombobulated, well, there's a reason. But Saturday they had their act together. 

Clevinger (2-0, 1.75) improved to 3-0 lifetime against the Orioles with a dominating performance. But that's nothing new for the Indians' pitching 
staff, which has been dominating through the first 18 games of the season. 

"I'll tell you what, that was really fun to watch," said manager Terry Francona. "Clev went from a game last time where he had a 4-0 lead and let 
it get away. This time he buckled down and got better as he went." 

What the Indians have lacked is a consistent offense to back up their pitchers Well, the hitters still aren't operating with precision throughout the 
lineup, but what they did Saturday against the Orioles was enough to get by. 

After scoring two runs in 25 innings in losses to the Twins and Orioles on Wednesday and Friday, respectively, the Indians scored four runs on 
nine hits Saturday. Michael Brantley gave them a 1-0 lead with an RBI groundout in the first against Chris Tillman (0-4, 9.87). 

Then came the long balls. Gomes homered with two out in the fourth for a 2-0 lead. It was his third of the season. 

Ramirez started the sixth with his team-leading fifth homer for a 3-0 lead. The homer gave Ramirez three straight hits in the game. He also 
made two strong plays at third base. 

Alonso made it 4-0 later in the sixth. Brantley was thrown out on an attempted steal of second just before Alonso homered, a blast to right that 
was the first to hit Eutaw Street this season. It was also the 54th by a visiting player and 94th overall since Camden opened in 1992. 

"Given what happened Friday and obviously what has happened the whole year," said Alonso, "as hitters we're not taking it personally, but we 
understand it's going to come and that this is a good lineup. We just have to give it time. 

"We have to continue to grind, to continue to work hard, continue to do the little things right. Play small ball, get on base and make it tough for 
the other team to get 27 outs." 

Clevinger, in the first complete game in his career, struck out three and walked two. He allowed singles to Manny Machado in the fourth and 
Chance Sisco in the fifth. He retired the last 14 Orioles to come to the plate. 

But he was not happy with his first three innings. 

"I didn't have my off-speed and my fastball location," said Cleveinger. "But in the third inning, I found my slider and kept trying to attack." 

Clevinger's best work came in the fourth, after a Francisco Lindor error on a potential double-play grounder by Chris Davis put runners at the 
corners with one out. He retired Tim Beckham on a fly to short left and Anthony Santander on a grounder to first base. It maintained what was a 
2-0 lead at the time. 

"That's why it's almost like not even calling it picking him up," said Clevinger, when asked about Lindor's error. "I'm probably going to be in debt 
for the rest of my life to that man. 

"But it is good. Especially on top of picking him, they put together a good lead for me in my last start and it didn't pan out the way I wanted it to. I 
wanted to make sure I buried the hatchet right here and showed them that I can still hold their lead." 

ON April 13, the Indians gave Clevinger a 4-0 lead after two innings against Toronto. But he allowed four runs in the fourth as the Blue Jays 
rallied for an 8-4 win. 



#TheFlow was locked in tonight! 

What it means 

Clevinger improved to 5-1 against the AL East in his career. 

The pitches 

Tillman threw 83 pitches, 51 (61 percent)  for strikes. Clevinger threw 107, 71 (66 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Orioles drew 29,187 to Camden Yards on Saturday. First pitch was at 4:06 p.m. with a temperature of 63 degrees. 

Cleveland Indians: Talking Michael Brantley, slumps,  prospects -- Terry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer terrypluto2003@yahoo.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- About the Cleveland Indians ... 

1. Michael Brantley being able to stay healthy will determine if the Indians were correct to pick up his $12 million option for this season. But 
early returns are that when healthy he's still Michael Brantley, a superb hitter. 

2. Heading into Saturday, Brantley is batting .351 (.899 OPS) with 1 HR and 6 RBI. He is a lefty hitter, but the disciplined Brantley with the 
short, smooth swing is 4-for-11 (.364) vs. lefties. A year ago, Brantley started strong and made the All-Star team. He suffered an ankle injury 
and played only 90 games. 

3. Brantley is a such a consistent hitter. He batted .299 (.801 OPS) with 9 HR and 52 RBI last season. For his career, he's batted .293 (.773 
OPS). He's battled back from shoulder and ankle surgeries. The 30-year-old Brantley is one of the few Indians hitting this season -- and it's 
clear he still can be productive when healthy. 

4. I wondered how Jay Bruce was hitting for the Mets. Not good. He's hitting .190 (.615 OPS) with 1 HR and 7 RBI. With the Phillies, Carlos 
Santana is at .141 (.556 OPS) with 2 HR and 10 RBI. Both of those guys will eventually start to hit. But right now, if they had stayed with Tribe, 
they'd be in the same slump as the rest of the team. 

5. I also was wondering about Clint Frazier. The Tribe's 2013 first-round pick was traded to the Yankees as part of the Andrew Miller deal. 
Frazier has been out since late February with a major concussion suffered running into a wall in a spring training game. He is destined to open 
the season in Class AAA, but has yet to play in a game. 

6. The Indians are batting .207 with a .623 OPS -- both last in the American League. Hard to believe this is the same team that was third (2017) 
and second (2016) in runs scored the previous two years. They are 13th in that department this season. 

7. Not much hitting going on with most teams. The typical batting average is .241 this season. 

8. The Indians are thrilled with their starting rotation. In his last start, Carlos Carrasco was sensational, throwing seven scoreless innings. He 
threw 70 of 98 pitches for strikes. On the season, he is 3-0 with a 2.60 ERA. Carrasco had a rocky spring training, so it was good to see him 
throwing with confidence once the games counted. 

9. Last season, Tyler Olson didn't allow a run in 30 games -- covering 20 innings. The lefty gave up a two-run homer in his first appearance of 
2018. But since then, Olson has thrown 5 1/3 scoreless innings, striking out 11. 

10. I know, it's early. But the Indians can't be thrilled to see Brandon Guyer is 2-for-19 vs. left-handed pitchers. They need him to hit lefties as 
he platoons in right field with Tyler Naquin. 

11. Naquin plays Saturday batting .313 (.759 OPS) with 1 HR and 4 RBI. He is comfortable in right field, his favored position. He made the 
Tribe in 2016 as a center fielder because the Indians needed someone to play that spot. Naquin is making a good impression in place of the 
injured Lonnie Chisenhall. 

12. The Indians' trip to Puerto Rico is another reminder of the importance and love of baseball in Latin America. This is a sport where nearly 30 
percent of the players are not from the 50 states.  

13. It was fun to watch Francisco Lindor and so many others play with such joy in San Juan -- and how the fans made it into a big celebration. A 
few games should be played there each year. 

14. Lindor has a chance to be an international star with the Tribe. He has the same charisma as Omar Vizquel. And like Vizquel, he is bilingual 
and a brilliant fielder. 

15. The difference is Lindor also is a power hitter. That was not Vizquel. It's why the man with the electric personality and big bat makes fans 
everywhere. 

ABOUT TRIBE PROSPECTS 

1. Don't be surprised if the Indians promote Jeff Beliveau if they need bullpen help. The 31-year-old lefty has thrown 7 1/3 scoreless innings at 
Class AAA Columbus. He's struck out 12 and allowed only one hit. Beliveau is one of the Tribe's reclamation projects, coming off major 
shoulder surgery. 

2. In 2014, Beliveau had a 2.63 ERA in 30 games with the Tampa Bay Rays. Then the problems hit. He began to feel healthy last season, 4-1 
with a 3.04 ERA at Class AAA Buffalo. But in Tampa, he had a 7.47 ERA in 15 1/3 innings. 

3. The Tribe is working with Beliveau and Evan Marshall at Columbus. In 2015, Marshall was hit in the face with a batted ball and suffered a 
skull fracture when pitching for Class AAA Reno. It was a very serious situation for a while. 

4. The 27-year-old Marshall has pitched 5 1/3 scoreless innings for the Clippers, allowing six hits and striking out six. He also is a bullpen 
possibility. 



5. The Indians' approach is to sign players such as Beliveau and Marshall coming off major injuries and see if they can come back. In 2017, 
they signed Austin Jackson to a minor-league deal after major knee surgery. He was an asset, batting .318 (.869 OPS) with 7 HR and 35 RBI 
as a part-time player. 

6. Jackson was on the disabled list twice last season. The Indians were concerned about him staying healthy. He signed a two-year deal ($6 
million) with San Francisco. He is hitting only .213 (10-for-47). His spot on the Indians' roster eventually was taken by Rajai Davis, who has 
helped in spot duty this season. 

7. The Indians are excited about Adam Plutko. The right-hander came into the 2017 season with a 29-25 record and 3.36 minor-league ERA as 
a prospective starter. 

8. In 2017, Plutko was 7-12 with a 5.90 ERA at Columbus. Turned out he was pitching with a bad hip, and it required surgery after the season. 
This year, Plutko gave up four runs in his first start over five innings. Since then, he's thrown 13 scoreless innings, allowing only four hits, one 
walk and striking out 11. Plutko is 26. 

9. Shane Bieber continues his sensational start at Class AA Akron. He has thrown 20 scoreless innings, allowing 10 hits and fanning 23. He 
hasn't walked a batter. The 22-year-old right-hander throws a fastball (91-94 mph) and a nasty breaking ball. He does have a changeup, but 
needs to perfect it. That could be a pitch he'll need if he wants to be an impact big league pitcher. His control is Josh Tomlin-like. 

10. Not only have the Tribe bats been frozen (even in warm weather), very few of the top prospects are hitting in the minors. Francisco Meija is 
batting only .208 (.630 OPS) with 2 HR at Columbus. Bobby Bradley is at .111 (5-for-45) with 1 HR and 16 strikeouts at Class AA Akron. No 
one is alarmed because of all the cold weather and postponements. 

11. The Indians are keeping 2015 first-round pick Brady Aiken in Goodyear for some extra work. They want the lefty to build up his body. The 
Tribe drafted Aiken coming off major elbow surgery. 

12. Aiken was healthy last season when he was 5-13 with a 4.77 ERA for Class A Lake County. But his velocity was not much higher than 90 
mph. The key is patience. Aiken is only 21. In 2014, he was gifted enough to be the first pick in the entire draft -- but didn't sign. 

13. The plan is for Aiken to join a team in May, so he probably is a few weeks away from pitching in a regular-season game. 
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April showers have doused Indians' offense but thei r not confidence 
Jerry Crasnick 
BALTIMORE -- Batting average is an antiquated and lightly regarded statistic in the modern era, but it's still the number displayed most 
prominently on big league scoreboards. As the Cleveland Indians trooped to the plate in the first few innings against the Baltimore Orioles on 
Saturday afternoon, they took solace in small sample sizes and the realization that April is one day closer to becoming May. 
 
The Indians beat the Orioles 4-0 on a two-hitter by Mike Clevinger to raise their record to 10-8. They're jockeying for position with Minnesota at 
the top of the American League Central behind a dominant starting rotation, which is carrying the team while the hitters provide more moral 
support than run support. 
As he closes in on one of baseball's most sacred career milestones, The Machine and those around him reflect on the journey Pujols has 
traveled to get there. 
 
How to shorten the season without hurting MLB's bottom line, Boston's ballpark is about to set a new record, and introducing the super sophs! 
 
Duck! Pitches are flying all over, strikeouts are surging and lineups are bottoming out ... it's early, but MLB's latest evolution is taking shape. 
 
The Indians entered Saturday's game ranked 28th in the majors in runs (57) and OPS (.623) and tied with the Minnesota Twins for last among 
MLB clubs in total bases (201). In the absence of offensive consistency and/or cohesion, they're just trying to tune out the static. 
 
"It's early in the season,'' shortstop Francisco Lindor said. "That's the reason why people pay attention to it. If it was in the middle of the summer 
and everybody was hitting .290 or .300, nobody would be saying anything. It's just part of the game. We all get it. It's just a matter of trying to 
turn it around a little quicker.'' 
 
Like so many other clubs, the Indians have encountered their share of bad weather in the first three weeks. They left Arizona for a six-game 
West Coast swing through Seattle and Anaheim to begin the season. On April 8 in Cleveland, they survived a game-time temperature of 32 
degrees -- the lowest in the 25-year history of Progressive Field -- to beat the Kansas City Royals 3-1. Then they endured back-to-back rainouts 
against the Toronto Blue Jays on April 14 and 15. 
 
The weather was balmy at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in Puerto Rico for a two-game series between the Tribe and the Twins, but the trip was 
anything but relaxing. The Indians lost 2-1 in 16 innings Wednesday, and it was 7 a.m. Thursday when they arrived at their team hotel in 
Baltimore. By all accounts, the trip was a grind for Lindor, who had to process the emotion off returning to his storm-ravaged home while 
playing goodwill ambassador and tending to his family duties. During the finale in San Juan, the TV cameras caught Lindor politely asking kids 
behind the Cleveland dugout to stop yelling his name, because he couldn't sign autographs during the game. 
 
The underlying numbers suggest the Indians are in bad-luck mode right now. They're last in baseball with a .242 batting average on balls in 
play (Colorado is 29th at .261), and, according to FanGraphs research, they rank 12th in the majors with a 34.8 hard-hit-ball percentage. One 
way to counteract that is by launching balls where no one can reach them, and the Indians relied on that means of operation Saturday while 
scoring three of their four runs on solo homers by Yan Gomes, Jose Ramirez and Yonder Alonso off Baltimore's Chris Tillman. 



Alonso's homer was a big-boy blast. He became the 94th player since Camden Yards' inception in 1992 to clear the right-field stands and hit 
one onto Eutaw Street on the fly. 
 
"I thought we had a good approach all day,'' manager Terry Francona said. "We started out using the whole field, and then we kind of grew into 
hitting the ball out of the ballpark as opposed to trying to yank everything. Hitting balls the other way is a good way to approach it. I think then, 
when you do get a ball you can handle, you have a better chance of hitting the ball out of the ballpark.'' 
 
While Ramirez is averaging .371 (13-for-35) in his past nine games, some other Cleveland hitters are suffering through their typical early-
season woes. Edwin Encarnacion's .746 career OPS in April is easily his worst of any month. The same goes for Kipnis, who has a .636 OPS in 
April. Growing up in Chicago hasn't helped him in that regard. 
 
Kipnis' slow start is a stark contrast to the way he mashed the ball in Arizona in March. While Shohei Ohtani was eliciting doubts in the Cactus 
League, Kipnis was endangering parked cars. He slugged .769 and hit six homers -- one fewer than Alonso, who made a nice first impression 
with the Indians by tying for the major league high with seven spring training homers. 
Since Opening Day, it has been a slog. Kipnis' .231 BABIP ranks 160th among 186 MLB regulars, so even when he does hit the ball with 
authority, chances are it's finding a glove. 
 
"If I was given up on after all my Aprils, I would never have two All-Star Games or be the player that I am,'' Kipnis said. "I would never have my 
Mays, Junes and Julys if everyone just gave up in mid-April. 
 
"Guys are going to figure it out. They're going to turn it on. We just need something to jump-start us and get the offense going. You give a lot of 
credit to the pitching staff for keeping us afloat until we do. We know we're good, and we're not pressing. It's not like we're 10 games back or 
anything like that.'' 
 
Until balls start finding holes, Kipnis will do his best to be patient and resourceful. He walked in his first plate appearance Saturday against 
Tillman and dropped a bunt single to a vacant left side while the Baltimore infield was in a shift. The single gave Kipnis a seven-game hitting 
streak -- during which he has batted .290 -- and that's something to build on. 
 
Here's another encouraging sign: Kipnis is seeing 4.22 pitches per plate appearance compared to 3.88 last season, so the ugly early numbers 
haven't forced him to expand his strike zone to his detriment. 
 
"If I was just walking up there and swinging a wet newspaper and getting myself out, I would know my average is what it should be,'' Kipnis 
said. "But I'm seeing pitches. I'm not chasing all over the place. It sucks to see a [.181] up there, but at the same time, I'm keeping my head up. 
I've had bad Aprils in some of my best years, so you just get through April.'' 
 
As long as Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Trevor Bauer, Clevinger, Andrew Miller and Cody Allen are on the scene, the Cleveland hitters have 
the luxury of time to figure things out until that incendiary game or at-bat that sets the offense in motion. 
 
"All it takes is one pitch,'' Lindor said. "That's the beauty of the game.'' 
 
Clevinger tosses 2-hitter to carry Indians past Ori oles 4-0 
The Associated Press  
BALTIMORE (AP) -- Mike Clevinger is proving to be a worthy member of the Cleveland Indians' formidable rotation. 
 
Clevinger pitched a two-hitter in his first career complete game, and the Indians hit three solo homers off Chris Tillman in a 4-0 victory over the 
Baltimore Orioles on Saturday. 
 
Jose Ramirez went 3 for 4 with his team-leading fifth home run . Yan Gomes and Yonder Alonso also went deep for Cleveland, which came into 
the game ranked second-to-last in the AL in runs and last in batting average. 
 
Clevinger (2-0) hardly needed the offensive support. Pitching on seven days' rest, the right-hander struck out three, walked two and allowed 
only one runner past first base. 
 
It was an outstanding effort, one that fits nicely within a starting staff that includes 2017 Cy Young winner Corey Kluber, Trevor Bauer (who won 
17 games last year) and unbeaten Carlos Carrasco. 
 
''Metaphorically, if you're in class and everyone else in the class is making 90 on the test, and you're making 60s all the time, how is that going 
to feel?'' Clevinger said. ''So if eventually you can get up to 80, you're going to be doing pretty good.'' 
 
He certainly deserved an ''A'' for this performance. 
 
''Tell you what, that was really fun to watch,'' manager Terry Francona said. ''He's a young pitcher who's getting better.'' 
 
The only two hits Clevinger allowed in his 35th career start were singles by Manny Machado in the fourth inning and Chance Sisco in the fifth. 



His previous longest outing was 7 1/3 innings, earlier this month against Kansas City. 
 
''Six innings a start isn't going to get you there,'' Clevinger said. ''As a starter, you have to figure out how to get deep in the game.'' 
 
While Clevinger is unbeaten in 11 starts since July 31, Tillman has experienced an opposite fate. This was his 22nd straight start without a 
victory, dating back to his first outing last season. 
 
Tillman (0-4) gave up four runs, eight hits and a walk in six innings to lower his ERA from 11.91 to 9.87. 
 
''He was better,'' manager Buck Showalter said. ''Obviously, there was very little margin for error with Clevinger.'' 
 
At this point, Tillman is happy just to be making progress. 
 
''It was a big stepping stone,'' he said. 
 
Michael Brantley hit a run-scoring groundout in the first inning and Gomes connected in the fourth for a 2-0 lead. 
 
The Orioles put runners on the corners with one out in the fourth, their lone threat against Clevinger, who responded by retiring Tim Beckham 
on a short fly to left and getting Anthony Santander to ground out. 
 
Ramirez led off the sixth with a drive to right, and Alonso hit a two-out shot that landed on Eutaw Street beyond the right-field scoreboard. 
 
STRONG-ARMED 
Sisco threw out three Indians attempting to steal, the first Orioles catcher to pull off that feat since Matt Wieters in August 2012. 
 
''There's a lot of mechanics that do go into it,'' the rookie said, ''but once you do start feeling comfortable with those mechanics, it's a confidence 
boost.'' 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: LHP Ryan Merritt (left knee sprain) is on the brink of completing extended spring training in Arizona and moving to the next phase of 
the rehabilitative process. ''He's starting to feel pretty good,'' Francona said. 
 
Orioles: OF Trey Mancini was sidelined with a swollen right knee, an injury he sustained Friday night by sliding into the wall in foul territory 
chasing a ball. A CT scan came back clean, but Mancini received stitches and will be sidelined for a few days. ... LHP Zach Britton completed 
fielding drills for the first time since he tore his right Achilles tendon in December. The closer hopes to return in June. 
 
UP NEXT 
Indians: Kluber (2-1, 1.52 ERA) seeks to win his third straight start Sunday. In his last appearance against Baltimore, Kluber tossed a three-hit 
shutout last June. 
 
Orioles: Andrew Cashner (1-2, 3.00) makes his fourth start with Baltimore. He's 0-2 with a 9.90 ERA in two career starts vs. Cleveland 
 
Baseball | Clippers top Rochester Red Wings 4-3 in 10 innings 
Brandon Barnes singled home Yandy Diaz in the top of the 10th inning to give the Clippers a 4-3 victory over the Rochester Red Wings on 
Saturday afternoon before 4,139 at Frontier Field. 
 
Diaz started the 10th at second and took third on a single by Francisco Mejia. After Eric Haase struck out, Barnes singled off Mason Melotakis 
(1-1) to drive in Diaz. 
 
Ben Taylor struck out two of the three batters he faced in the bottom of the 10th for his first save. 
 
Rochester forced extra innings with two runs in the eighth on RBI singles by Leonardo Reginatto and Jake Cave off reliever Evan Marshall. Neil 
Ramirez (1-0) came on to strike out two to end the Red Wings rally. Ramirez struck three more in the ninth. 
 
Yu Chang had four hits and three RBI and Mejia had three hits, an RBI and run scored for the Clippers, who led 2-0 in the third inning and 3-1 
in the sixth before Red Wings rallies. 
 
Clippers starter Adam Wilk allowed one run on six hits in seven innings. He walked two and struck out three. 
 
The Clippers had 12 hits and left nine runners stranded. 
 
Baysox 4, RubberDucks 3 (12): Martin Cervenka’s wal k-off single lifts Baysox over Ducks in extra innin gs 
Bowie relievers pitched 6⅓ scoreless innings to set the stage for Martin Cervenka’s walk-off, line-drive single in the 12th innings Saturday as 
the Baysox handed the visiting RubberDucks their third consecutive loss. 



Four different Ducks relievers matched the Bowie bullpen before fifth reliever Dominic DeMasi (1-1) came on in the 12th and could not record 
an out before serving up the walk-off liner. 
 
Mark Mathias singled twice and drove in a run to lead the Ducks (7-8). He also recorded his second stolen base of the year. 
 
The Ducks’ Bobby Bradley crushed a solo home run to left-center field. It was his second of the year. 
 
Ducks starter Shao-Ching Chiang got touched up for 10 hits but limited the damage in his 4⅓ innings. He gave up three runs — two earned — 
and walked none. 
 
RubberDuck hitters struck out 18 times. 
 
Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES - Could John F arrell be in the Reds’ managerial plans? 

The Reds didn’t think it was too early to fire manager Bryan Price after a 3-15 start. They replaced Price on an interim basis with bench coach 
Jim Riggleman, who certainly is a qualified baseball man. 

There’s also been talk that the Reds may hire someone to work directly under president of baseball operations and general manager Dick 
Williams, whose family has an ownership stake in the team. 

There’s been speculation about former Red Sox skipper John Farrell becoming the manager. Farrell is already in an advisory role with the team 
as a pitching consultant. He would be an easy sell given his success as a World Series champion and consecutive division titles in Boston. 

Would Farrell want the job if offered? He’s still being paid by the Red Sox, and he’s an in-studio baseball analyst at ESPN. He was runner-up 
for the Phillies managerial job that went to Gabe Kapler and also interviewed for the Nationals job that went to Dave Martinez. But the Red Sox 
had resources to make themselves better. The Reds’ rebuild is a long process because they don’t have the money to spend. 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

Riggleman, a longtime respected manager in MLB, will likely get every opportunity to keep the job full time. Former Reds great and Hall of 
Famer Barry Larkin, a special assistant with the team, has always coveted the job. Buddy Bell, a former Red and major league manager, is a 
senior adviser in Cincinnati. It’s too early to tell what Williams’s thinking might be, though inexperienced managers are the trend in baseball, 
which could favor Larkin. 

Three other teams to watch in terms of potential managerial changes are the Orioles, Marlins, and Angels. 

The Orioles are off to a poor start and Buck Showalter is in the final year of his contract. It’s hard to predict what the Angelos family is thinking 
regarding the future for Showalter and GM Dan Duquette, who is also in the final year of his deal. There’s also the Brady Anderson factor; he’s 
the vice president of baseball operations and seems to have the ears of executive management. 

There’s all sorts of speculation about the Orioles. One theory is Showalter wants to become the GM. Another is Anderson will take over as GM. 
Maybe Showalter and Duquette are both extended. 

Duquette made two significant pitching signings this offseason in Andrew Cashner and Alex Cobb, but so far they’ve combined for one win. 

The Marlins are going to be bad for a while. Derek Jeter has the ability to hire and fire whomever he wants. Don Mattingly has strong Yankee 
ties with Jeter, but Jeter may want his own selection as manager. He maintains a close relationship with longtime teammate Jorge Posada. 

Marlins president of baseball operations Michael Hill is a holdover from the Jeffrey Loria regime, so his status could be in question. Jeter 
brought aboard Gary Denbo, a former Yankees hitting coach and player development executive, to run the personnel department and serve as 
the de facto GM. But will Jeter beef up the front office and bring on an experienced GM to run the daily operation? 

The Angels’ situation is also interesting in that Mike Scioscia’s 10-year deal is up after this season. With the Shohei Ohtani craze, the Angels 
are creating some excitement in Southern California. Would Scioscia stay on if Angels GM Billy Eppler wants him to? There’s been some 
discussion about Scioscia moving into the front office and the team hiring a new manager. Former Tigers manager Brad Ausmus is a special 
assistant to Eppler. 

OPPOSITES ATTRACT 

Martinez’s power plays everywhere 

One of the things that J.D. Martinez and agent Scott Boras discussed before the slugger signed with Boston was how he would fare at Fenway 
Park. Martinez said in spring training that he wasn’t sure how that would play out after he’d played in the same dimensions at JetBlue Park in 
Fort Myers, Fla. 

Martinez’s power is to right of center field, which is the deepest part of Fenway. But so far the numbers haven’t been bad there — though we’ve 
seen a few balls get caught deep in right-center, balls that might have been homers elsewhere. 

Martinez is hitting .306 with three homers, 11 RBIs, and a .992 OPS at Fenway. On the road (entering Friday) he was hitting .375 with one 
homer, four RBIs, and a .974 OPS. Overall, Martinez was hitting .338 with four homers, 15 RBIs, and an .983 OPS. 

 “It’s a funny thing,” Boras said. “It may cost him home runs [at Fenway], but on the other side of it you have to consider the pitcher who is 
pitching to him. We haven’t seen the league start to pound him in yet, and they will, but who does that at Fenway? Fenway causes pitchers to 
pitch to J.D.’s strength. They don’t want to go in on him because the Wall is right there. He can manage that ball middle away. 

“We looked at it closely and we felt there was a real opportunity because the amount of mistakes that would be made trying to pound him in 
while his strength is driving that ball middle/away when they miss. That will be interesting to see.” 

Boras and Martinez spent about an hour talking in Boras’s private field box at Angel Stadium before a game this week. 



“J.D. is so disciplined. Amazing how he’s driven,” Boras said. “This guy hits in the morning. His routine is phenomenal as far as work ethic and 
preparation. For a pitcher, he’s just a tough out. He’s got the home run power and he can hit .300. It’s a testimony to his bat speed that he lets 
the ball get deep. He’ll drive it up middle, drive it to right field. A ball will get deep and [he’ll] drive it out of the park. He makes hard contact so 
consistently.” 

Apropos of nothing 

1. Who knew? Reigning AL Cy Young winner and Indians ace Corey Kluber resides in Winchester in the offseason. 

2. Did you know that Tony La Russa and Scott Boras once won an Emmy Award for a baseball show they did on the MSG Network? Former 
major league catcher Fran Healy was the host and the program dealt with baseball’s greatest strategic moves, trades, and offseason 
acquisitions. “We spent three days doing that,” Boras recalled. “I’d known Tony for years, but being able to see the difference of how a manager 
thinks rather than an executive was quite an education.” 

3. Speaking of La Russa, he has been watching Red Sox games in person with Dave Dombrowski at home and on the road. La Russa can’t 
possibly dislike what he’s seen. 

4. Dana LeVangie is doing quite a job as Red Sox pitching coach. 

5. After Mookie Betts’s outstanding series against the Angels, some of the scouts we polled on the Mike Trout-vs.-Betts debate were ready to 
change their votes. Seven of the 10 scouts chose Trout over Betts, but they also thought it was really close. Betts’s performance reinforced that 
he can beat teams with power, speed, and defense. Orioles manager Buck Showalter told MLB.com that Betts is “the best right fielder I’ve ever 
seen in person.” 

6. A 1952 Topps Mickey Mantle baseball card, graded Mint 9 on a scale of 1 to 10 by Professional Sports Authenticator, sold for $2.88 million. 
The online auction, hosted by Heritage Auctions, had 21 bids. The previous record for a 1952 Topps Mantle card was $1.13 million in 2016. 

7. The Red Sox entered Friday’s game against Oakland with an average time of game of 3 hours, 15 minutes. I’ve heard no complaints about 
how long the games have been. 

Updates on nine 

1. Josh Donaldson, 3B, Blue Jays — Manager John Gibbons is still unsure when Donaldson will return from his DL stint for shoulder 
inflammation. Donaldson, currently rehabbing in Dunedin, Fla., was eligible to come off the DL on Saturday, and Gibbons remains optimistic. 
Donaldson is a pending free agent, and if he can’t play third because of his shoulder issues his market value will go way down. Donaldson 
won’t get the major multiyear deal he wants if his arm strength is diminished, according to one baseball executive. 

2. Kenley Jansen, RHP, Dodgers — Those who have watched Jansen over the years understand that there are times when Jansen loses his 
velocity for a couple of weeks but then gets it back and is effective again. That’s why there isn’t a lot of panic about Jansen’s struggles this year 
after he blew two saves. Jansen’s cutter “has to be air-tight,” according to one baseball evaluator. Lefties are clobbering him for a .385 batting 
average; last year they hit .236 against him, and for his career that average is .209. He has allowed two homers to lefties already, the same 
number he permitted in all of 2014 and 2016. 

3. Bryce Harper, RF, Nationals — There’s no reason why the Nationals wouldn’t be able to afford Harper long term, even if the asking price is 
$300 million to $400 million. The Lerner family, which owns the team, has an estimated personal wealth in the $8 billion range, and may be the 
richest ownership in baseball. Then there are the big-market teams that will be in on Harper in free agency, such as the Yankees, Dodgers, 
Phillies, and Blue Jays. The Red Sox won’t do it since they like their outfield. 

4. Justin Verlander, RHP, Astros – For anyone who thought Verlander might be on the downside of his career, consider what he’s done since 
joining the Astros at last year’s trade deadline. In 15 games (14 starts) including the postseason, he’s 11-1 with a 1.57 ERA. 

5. Lewis Brinson, CF, Marlins – It’s no secret that the Marlins are going young. Brinson, who was acquired from the Brewers in the Christian 
Yelich deal, was just 8 for 61 (.131) with no extra-base hits and one RBI in 16 games this season prior to his two-homer game Thursday. The 
Marlins thought about sending him to the minors, but they want to let him work it out. 

6. Mike Moustakas, 3B, Royals — The Royals are keeping an open mind about dealing Moustakas after June 15, when they no longer have to 
ask his permission for a trade after signing him to a one-year, $6.5 million deal this offseason. Moustakas started slowly but he’s been on a tear 
to raise his average well above .300. He also has five homers. The Blue Jays might show interest in Moustakas if Donaldson is unable to return 
to third base. 

7. Mike Napoli, 1B/DH, Indians — Napoli suffered a torn ACL and meniscus while playing for Triple A Columbus, and it’s likely that the 36-year-
old’s baseball career is over. Napoli was going after a popup in fair territory when his right knee buckled. “Things happen for a reason,” Indians 
manager Terry Francona said. “Who knows? Maybe this now starts him on a second journey in his career. I’m not speaking for him — that’s not 
fair. But that’s what I hope.” Francona thinks Napoli will make a very good manager. 

8. Jed Lowrie, 2B, A’s — The A’s were unable to deal Lowrie last season, when he had very good numbers, because of his contract — the 
remainder of $6.5 million in 2017, and $6 million this year. With Lowrie entering Friday’s play with a .346 average and league-leading six 
homers and 21 RBIs, look for the A’s to move him this summer. 

9. Rocco Baldelli, coach, Rays — The Rhode Island native had this observation about the Red Sox, with whom he played in 2009: “They have 
a quality group and they’re built to win. I’m sure their confidence level is sky high, as it should be, and that’s what’ll allow them to continue 
playing to the best of their ability. I’m sure they’re taking the field expecting to win every night. And I believe they will find a way to win, even 
when they’re down. They’re forcing teams to play to their level. When teams don’t, they don’t let them off the hook. That’s what good teams do.” 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files: “The Tigers’ Nick Castellanos leads with the majors with nine hits in games that started with a temperature of 39 
degrees or below; he’s played in six of those games this season.” . . . Happy birthday, Edwin Escobar (26) and Terry Francona (59). 
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Schmuck: Orioles might be banged up and beaten down, but need to make stand at home 

Peter Schmuck 

The Orioles fielded a lineup Saturday that featured utility outfielder Craig Gentry in the leadoff spot and three guys at the bottom of the batting 
order who have combined to appear in a total of 90 big league games since the start of last season. 

This is what happens when your regular leadoff guy suffers a freak injury and you’re waiting for several other key players to come off the 
disabled list. 

The Orioles have been waiting for help to arrive since Opening Day and they figure to be waiting quite a while to get back to full strength, so the 
loss of Trey Mancini – for however long – was just another gut punch that begs for a team-wide gut check. 

“We have to play this game today,” executive vice president Dan Duquette said. “The cavalry isn’t going to be here to help us. We have to 
worry about saddling up and riding ourselves.” 

He’s right, of course. The Orioles have no choice but to change the subject before this young season gets entirely away from them. 

Everyone knew April would be a major challenge even before slugger Mark Trumbo went out with a spring quad injury and 2017 Most Valuable 
Oriole Jonathan Schoop suffered the dreaded oblique injury last weekend. The schedule was front loaded with all five of last year’s American 
League playoff teams, and the Orioles weren’t going to have newly signed starting pitcher Alex Cobb for the first two weeks of the season. 

These are the kinds of things that try a manager’s soul. Buck Showalter has a history of doing more with less, but not this much less. He also 
has a history of refusing to look for any sympathy when things go south, so he wouldn’t even cut his team some slack when Mancini sliced up 
his knee sliding into a wall in foul territory Friday night. 

It’s still early in the season, but Showalter made it clear that the Orioles don’t have time to wait for help. 

“Yeah, because the game doesn’t stop,” he said. “Everybody’s got problems, regardless of whether they’re less than yours or what have you. 
People don’t care about that. They don’t want to hear you talk about it, especially our fans. They get it. It is what it is. 

“What I’ve found through the years, when one thing returns to you another one sometimes can go away. This is a very demanding sport played 
every day. You’re one slide into a wall away from something happening. So, yeah, you do have to guard against that.” 

Which is why the current 10-game homestand has taken on an importance not usually seen in the middle of April. 

What has to make it all so frustrating for Showalter and Duquette is how the wind has shifted since the start of spring training. The Orioles 
arrived in Florida facing the same rotation problems that dragged them to the bottom of the standings last season. No one was terribly worried 
about the offense, thinking they wouldn’t be able to score enough runs to keep from falling off the map in the AL East. 

So, they added two free-agent starting pitchers and brought back Chris Tillman, and had to figure that would be enough to keep them 
competitive if they could produce runs at the same level as last year. 

If only. 

The offense got off to a sluggish start and the injuries have already exposed the club’s so-so minor league depth. The batting order Saturday 
included four hitters with batting averages in the .100s. Manny Machado and Adam Jones were the only regulars in the lineup off to 
representative starts. 

It might be no great surprise that the Orioles managed to get just two hits off Indians starter Mike Clevenger in Saturday’s 4-0 loss, but the team 
is now 6-15 and Duquette obviously thinks the excuses are wearing thin. 

“You can talk about the weather. You can talk about the injuries. You can talk about the competition we’re playing,” he said. “But this is a big 
league ballclub. We’ve got to go out and do the best we can every night with what we have where we are. That’s what we’re going to do and 
hopefully we’ll start playing some decent ball. The goal has got to be to get back to .500 and then if you get to back to .500, then you can see 
your way to some other goals.” 
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Orioles' Chris Tillman makes progress, outdueled by I ndians' Mike Clevinger in 4-0 loss 

Eduardo A. Encina 

Progress for Chris Tillman wasn’t enough to earn him his first win in just under a year Saturday against the Cleveland Indians, but the Orioles 
right-hander took a step toward emerging from the hole created by three miserable starts to open the season. 

In the Orioles’ 4-0 loss at Camden Yards – a setback that dropped the team to 6-15 as Cleveland right-hander Mike Clevinger tossed a two-hit 
shutout – Tillman displayed better control against a dangerous Indians lineup, but was done in by three solo home runs. 

Had the Orioles offense done more to support Tillman, the improvement would’ve been more impactful. But now 21 games into the season, 
scoring runs has been a struggle. The Orioles have scored two runs or fewer nine times and scored three runs or fewer 14 times. Saturday’s 
game marked the second time in this young season that the Orioles were on the wrong end of a complete-game shutout. The Minnesota Twins’ 
José Berríos also accomplished that on April 1. 

“He was better,” Orioles manager Buck Showalter said of Tillman. “Obviously, there was very little margin for error with Clevinger. Did some 
things a lot better, somewhat better and hopefully it’s something to build on. What did he give up, three solo home runs? Usually, that type of 
outing gives us a quality chance to win. There were a couple pitches he’d probably like to have back. Got out of that first inning, but we just 
didn’t do much. The story was their pitcher and our inability to solve much off him. Hit a couple balls hard, that’s about it. More than that a little 
bit. I thought a couple guys hit balls they ran down.” 

Tillman, who entered the day with an 11.91 ERA, had his longest start of the season at six innings, but struggled to get throug his final frame. 
He overcame some early control problems. He threw two wild pitches in the first two innings, including one that eventually led to the game’s first 
run being scored on Michael Brantley’s RBI groundout in the first inning. He also received some help defensively. A double-play ball got Tillman 



out of a two-on, one-out jam in the third. Catcher Chance Sisco threw out Brantley attempting to steal second to empty the bases before 
Yonder Alonso hit Cleveland’s third homer off Tillman in the sixth. 

“[Had] command with all the pitches really,” Tillman said. “I was able to use both sides of the plate with the fastball and I think that’s all a big 
help. My off-speed was there for the most part. … It was a big stepping stone. Anytime you’re able to find your command, I think that’s the first 
part of any process. … It was there for the most part throughout the game.” 

The command problems that plagued Tillman (0-4) in his previous outing improved, after he allowed seven runs (six earned) in two innings on 
April 13 in Boston, prompting the Orioles to skip his turn in the rotation to give him two work days to battle through his struggles. 

Tillman threw 14 first-pitch strikes to 25 batters, but in allowing solo homers to José Ramírez and Alonso in in the sixth inning, he fell behind 
both hitters 3-1 before yielding long balls. 

It was just the second time in four starts that Tillman reached the sixth inning, and in his previous long outing on April 7 at the New York 
Yankees, he let four of his five hitters reach base in the sixth and gave up two runs in the inning before he was pulled. He felt much better about 
his sixth inning Saturday, saying he left two fastballs up in hitter’s counts. 

“If I make better pitches, we’re talking about a whole different deal here, I think, and most starts, to be honest,” Tillman said. “I’ve got to make 
better pitches. Get ahead. I fell behind both those guys in my last inning, so stay ahead and make my pitches. … [It was] much better. I wish I 
would have finished up a little better.” 

Of his five strikeouts on the day, only one came on a four-seam fastball, and that sixth-inning swinging strikeout of Yan Gomes on a fastball up 
in the zone represented Tillman’s best fastball in terms of velocity at 91.9 mph. Tillman’s four-seamer averaged 89 mph. All three Indians 
homers came on fastballs in the 86-88 mph range. He had just one swinging strike from the 41 four-seam and two-seam fastballs he threw in 
his 83-pitch outing. 

The three homers off Tillman all qualified as barreled hits, and each came off the bat at exit velocities of 104 mph or higher. Alonso’s sixth-
inning homer off Tillman, which came on an 87.9 mph fastball, was squared at an exit velocity of 112.3 mph and had a hit probability of 100 
percent. 

On the other side, Clevinger (2-0) struck out three, walked two and retired the last 14 batters he faced as he lowered his ERA to 1.75. 

Asked how big of a step Saturday was for Tillman, Showalter noted it was a step forward, which was the most important thing. The manager 
also said had the Orioles done more against Clevinger, it might have been more significant. 

“Chris has had a long period of success and a period not like he's capable of, or has done in the past,” Showalter said. “So, you're looking for 
anything. I'd like to say it's a process. There will be another challenge around the corner. But I thought he presented himself better than he has 
his other outings. He was very close one time. It got away from him, but I thought his curveball was better. 

“He'd like to have back a couple pitches. He's trying to go two-seam a little off the plate and jerks it back toward the middle. ... It's hard to really 
be negative about it. I don't want to be because offensively and their pitching, which is so good — we win that game, 5-4, it's a whole different 
look. I don't want to get into looking at his outing because it's 4-0.” 
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Orioles notes: Mancini misses Saturday's game, but c lub believes he can avoid disabled list 

Eduardo A. Encina 

Orioles left fielder Trey Mancini was out of the starting lineup Saturday with a sore, swollen and stitched-up right knee he injured when sliding 
into a wall pursuing a ball in foul ground the previous night. But the team doesn’t believe Mancini will require a stint on the disabled list. 

While chasing Yonder Alonso’s foul fly ball down the left-field line in the eighth inning of the Orioles’ 3-1 win over the Cleveland Indians, Mancini 
crashed into the wall, hitting his knee on a part of it that didn’t have protective padding and was exposed brick. He also required stitches for a 
gash caused by the impact and manager Buck Showalter indicated Mancini would be able to play with the stitches in. 

Mancini had X-rays taken that revealed no structural damage and also had a CT scan to ensure the gash didn’t reach the bone and that he 
wasn’t at a risk of infection. The CT scan was also negative. Mancini is considered day to day. 

“It’s really sore today,” Mancini said. “Just four inches or so under the wall that isn’t padded is what my knee hit. Obviously doesn’t feel too good 
but luckily avoiding anything serious — no tears or break. Just had to get a couple stitches. It’s just really swollen today and it’s tough to bend 
my knee. But I’m hoping in a couple days it’ll be good. The second I feel like I can play, I’ll be back out there.” 

Mancini hopes he can return quickly once the swelling recedes. 

“At least I didn’t go in with a straight knee or anything like that,” he said. “I think that would have been more susceptible to a tear. … I was just 
trying to make the play there and came up to the wall a little quicker than I expected.” 

Showalter said he was willing to wait several days for Mancini to be ready without placing him on the DL despite it limiting the team to a two-
man bench. 

“I’d be comfortable waiting on Trey to have him in six days to wait four. He’s worth waiting on,” Showalter said. “We won’t move on that quickly 
unless there’s another injury or something, even pitching-wise. So I think we’ll take it as it comes, but we don’t think at this point it’s a DL injury. 

“He’s actually lucky. We’re lucky.” 

Orioles closer Zach Britton performed pitchers fielding practice drills at simulated game speed and participated in running agility drills before 
Saturday’s game, marking another significant step in his recovery from a ruptured right Achilles tendon. 

Britton first tested his foot by breaking off the mound, then fielded bunts down the first and third base lines following by drills covering first base. 

“I think today more so than any other day was the biggest jump for me, knowing that I could go off the mound,” Britton said. “I know it’s not 
game speed, but you try to simulate that as much as you can. But being able to stop, plant, throw, run, touch first base, was big for me. … Just 



kind of eased into it first and then got a little bit, picked up the intensity a little bit. And then after we were done there, we went through a circuit 
of agilities with [strength coaches] Ryo [Naito] and Joe Hogarty, just kind of some other things that maybe I’d have to do coming off the mound. 

“So everything was good. A little tired afterward, but that’s kind of how you feel anyway after the first day of spring when you do PFPs all day, 
which is a good sign. I feel really good. No reservations on touching first or anything, so I feel normal.” 

For the first time since the injury, Britton performed the drill that he was injured on, running a sprint coming out of a shuffle, which he said was a 
major mental hurdle to overcome. 

“That was maybe the biggest thing for me today,” Britton said. “It was good. Those are the things that I think mean more to me than actually 
when they put you on the mound. I think that’s going to be fine. I think it’s reacting to ground balls and just being normal again.” 

Britton will pitch his second bullpen session from a half-mound Sunday — Friday was his first — before working toward throwing off a full 
mound and eventually going on a minor league rehabilitation assignment. 

The Orioles haven’t officially given a timetable for Britton’s return, but Showalter said he can be back shortly after his 60-day eligibility date on 
May 28, possibly as early as June 1. 

“Doing the PFP, I think things like that make him realize how many things he has to do to get back to being ready to compete up here,” 
Showalter said. “It’s going to be a long process. It’s not the Achilles — it’s the arm, it’s the legs. There’s a lot of things that need to come to 
pass. So I’m real comfortable with the time frame and I think he’s got a chance to make early June.” 

Sedlock update 

Orioles pitching prospect Cody Sedlock was scheduled to see team orthopedist Dr. Michael Jacobs on Saturday for the right shoulder strain 
that landed him on the seven-day minor league disabled list a day earlier. 

Sedlock, who went on the DL twice last year for elbow ploblems that required a platelet-rich plasma injection, has a 13.50 ERA in three starts at 
High-A Frederick and complained of a sore shoulder after his most recent outing Thursday, when he allowed six runs on three hits, four walks 
and a hit batter over 1 1/3 innings. 

Around the horn 

Designated hitter/outfielder Mark Trumbo performed base-running drills before Saturday’s game and could still restart his rehab assignment in 
the upcoming days. … There’s still no timetable for when second baseman Jonthan Schoop (right oblique strain) could return. “You’re so 
careful, but it’s one of those injuries,” Showalter said. “What do you do? Go test it and then you have to go back to square one because you 
tested it?” 
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