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Rockies’ end-of-season bullpen analysis: The good news, the arms with promise and the downright ugly 
Grading out the performances of all of the Colorado relievers, plus forecasts into their roles heading into the 2019 season 

 
By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 10, 2018 

 

DENVER -- Long after the Rockies' season-ending 6-0 loss to the Brewers in the National League Division Series, rookie 

infielder Garrett Hampson sought out veteran second baseman DJ LeMahieu for a hug. 

Was it goodbye, as in a changing of the guard, with LeMahieu headed to free agency? Was it a, 'See-ya-next-spring' 

thing? All Hampson knows is that it was a heartfelt embrace.18 

"It started in Spring Training," Hampson said. "He was always willing to answer any of my questions or thoughts about 

hitting or defense. He's the type of teammate that cares about other people -- if he sees something, he'll talk to you about 

it. He's a very good leader by example who doesn't really say much, but people gravitate toward his work ethic and 

preparation." 

LeMahieu, 30, knocked a career-high 15 homers during the regular season despite playing in 128 games. Hampson, who 

celebrated his 24th birthday Wednesday, debuted with 24 regular season games across three Major League stints. 

Hampson's respectable .275 big league batting average came in a year that included standout numbers at Double-A 

Hartford and Triple-A Albuquerque -- a combined .311/.382/.462 slash line, plus 36 stolen bases in 41 attempts in 110 

games. 

In this case, and several around the diamond, the Rockies -- still in a winning window after making the postseason in 

consecutive years for the first time in their history -- face some decisions. Here is a look: 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 11, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
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Second base: LeMahieu is a former batting champ with a mantle full of defensive awards. His .276/.321/.428 offensive 

season represented his worst year at the plate since 2014, but three trips to the 10-day disabled list (hamstring, fractured 

thumb, oblique) were a factor. 

So how will LeMahieu's new-found power, past offensive work when healthy and enduring defense play on a free-agent 

market that also could include Josh Harrison and Eduardo Nunez (pending option decisions), plus Brian 

Dozier and Daniel Murphy? All are a little older than LeMahieu. 

Perception has been that the Rockies value LeMahieu more than other teams because of Coors Field's offensive 

friendliness. However, when the Rockies were seemingly headed to also-ran status, scouts from teams higher in the 

standings valued LeMahieu enough to follow him intently. 

Will the Rockies compete for LeMahieu? Or will they turn the job over to Hampson, a third-round pick out of Long Beach 

State in 2016? Additionally, Brendan Rodgers, the Rockies' No. 1 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, could be 

knocking at the door once he corrects recurring hamstring issues. 

Outfield: The free agents to-be are Carlos Gonzalez, who turns 33 next Wednesday, the starter most of the year in right 

field during a topsy-turvy offensive season; most likely Gerardo Parra, 31, who began the year as the starter in left field, 

but excelled in a part-time role at the end (there is a $1.5 million buyout on a $12 million club option for next year); 

and Matt Holliday, who will turn 39 in January, and who joined the team in August as a part-time right-handed bat. 

Gonzalez, a left-handed hitter, became a free agent last winter, but interesting circumstances brought him back. Lefty-

hitting David Dahl was coming off a 2017 rib injury and would not be ready for the start of the regular season, and lefty 

hitting Raimel Tapia didn't prove ready in Spring Training to become the leadoff hitter. So, Gonzalez signed a one-year 

deal during the spring. 

But Dahl came up during the season and forced his way into regular duty (.273/.325/.534 with 16 homers in 77 games). 

Heading into his age-25 season, he potentially could take over center and allow the Rockies to move Charlie Blackmon, 

32, to one of the corner spots to save some wear and tear. 

With Dahl and Blackmon likely set, do the Rockies turn back to Gonzalez for the third spot? Do they re-sign Parra? If they 

re-sign Parra, do they go back to the 2017 plan of having first baseman Ian Desmond play some left field -- a plan that 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543281/josh-harrison
http://m.mlb.com/player/456488/eduardo-nunez
http://m.mlb.com/player/572821/brian-dozier
http://m.mlb.com/player/572821/brian-dozier
http://m.mlb.com/player/502517/daniel-murphy
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/407812/matt-holliday
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
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would allow them to increase playing time at first base for Ryan McMahon, 23, who struggled with high fastballs early but 

had some big hits late? Is there opportunity for Holliday, should he continue his career, or Tapia, who turns 25 next 

season, or right-handed-hitting Noel Cuevas, 27? 

Or do the Rockies try to obtain another big bat at first base or in left field and work holdovers around that acquisition to 

shake up the lineup? 

Bullpen: Free-agent-to-be righty Adam Ottavino was shaky in two of his three postseason outings, but that doesn't erase 

his 112 strikeouts in 77 2/3 regular season innings over 75 outings. The Rockies also hold a reasonable club option on 

righty setup man Seunghwan Oh ($250,000 buyout or $2.5 million in 2019). 

The Rockies spent big last winter on closer Wade Davis (three years, $52 million), lefty Jake McGee and righty Bryan 

Shaw (three years, $27 million apiece); however, only Davis -- who overcame a second-half slump -- was on the 

postseason roster. 

Some factors argue for at least picking up Oh's option, and possibly being competitive for Ottavino. 

While righty Scott Oberg emerged as a late-inning force, righty Carlos Estevez dealt with oblique and right elbow issues 

and didn't pitch in the Majors; and righties Yency Almonte and DJ Johnson, and lefty Harrison Musgrave had their 

moments as rookies, but pitching late in games might be a tall order at their experience levels.  

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/571595/noel-cuevas
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/608032/carlos-estevez
http://m.mlb.com/player/622075/yency-almonte
http://m.mlb.com/player/597113/dj-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/643466/harrison-musgrave
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Rockies’ Jon Gray, saying he wasn’t healthy, vows to get bigger, stronger and better for 2019 season 
“I’ve thrown a lot of big games for this club. It’s just that, when things are shaky, I don’t know what to expect out of 
myself,” Gray said. 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 10, 2018 
 

The Rockies’ most perplexing starting pitcher in 2018 is also one of their biggest question marks of 2019. 

That player is Jon Gray, the right-hander whose roller-coaster season ended up with him being left off the Rockies’ playoff 

roster. It was a tough blow for Gray, who finished with a 5.12 ERA (up drastically from his 3.67 ERA in 2017) and served 

up a career-high 27 home runs. 

Theories abound about what went wrong with Gray, including evidence that he crumbles under the pressure of big games. 

Gray, however, offered up a different reason. 

“I wasn’t really healthy,” Gray said. “My (velocity) was down this year. I was down about 20 pounds this year. I need to get 

back to 230-235.” 

Asked if he was battling an illness, Gray answered: “Maybe, I’m not sure. My body kind of did a 180 (degree turn) this 

year and I’m not sure why. I want to get it back under control and get back to being strong.” 

He plans to do that by hitting the gym and packing on muscle. 

“I want to have the best offseason of my life, get huge physically, that’s what I was missing this year,” Gray said. “I wasn’t 

me. It’s tough to compete like that. I don’t want to ever have to do that again, I want to go out there strong every time, so 

I’ll start with that. That’s my main goal.” 

Gray certainly had some fine moments this past season. In the Rockies’ 10-1 victory over Philadelphia on Sept. 24, he 

gave up one run on four hits and struck out seven across seven innings. But then came his last start of the season against 

Washington in the penultimate game of the regular season. 

A victory would have kept the Rockies in the lead for National League West title with one game to go, but Gray lasted only 

two innings, allowing five runs on seven hits. Colorado lost 12-2 and ended up in a tie with the Dodgers and eventually 

lost the division title in the Game 163 tiebreaker. That performance cemented Gray’s fate and he didn’t pitch in any of 

Colorado’s four postseason games. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
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“I’ve thrown a lot of big games for this club. It’s just that, when things are shaky, I don’t know what to expect out of 

myself,” Gray said. 

Asked if the pressure of the moment overwhelmed Gray, manager Bud Black skirted the question. “This was a matter of a 

bad location more than anything,” Black said. 

Gray, eager to embark on his offseason program, said things will be different next year. 

“I know a lot of (crud) has happened this year,” he said. “It’s been a rough, rough year for me. I can’t wait to prove 

everybody wrong and show what I’m all about.” 
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Colorado Rockies’ top minor league prospects to watch heading into 2019 
The Triple-A Isotopes featured a handful of players who are likely to challenge for big-league roster spots at Salt River in 
February 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 11, 2018 
 

While the Rockies’ season came to an unceremonious end via a sweep by the Brewers in the National League division 

series, there’s plenty to look forward to in 2019 when considering the wealth of prospects throughout the club’s farm 

system. Following is a rundown of the top minor league players to watch heading into the offseason as Colorado begins to 

prepare for next season. 

Triple-A Albuquerque 

The Isotopes featured a handful of players who are likely to challenge for big-league roster spots next spring.  Most 

notably, top prospect Brendan Rodgers (.268, 17 home runs for the Yard Goats and Isotopes this season) will figure to 

compete with Garrett Hampson for a potentially vacant second base job. 

 

Also, right-hander Peter Lambert (3.28 ERA in 26 starts across Double-A and Triple-A) could be in the mix for a rotation 

spot. Also, keep an eye on right-hander Jairo Díaz, first baseman/outfielder Jordan Patterson and third baseman Josh 

Fuentes (2018 Pacific Coast League MVP). 

Double-A Hartford 

The Yard Goats feature a number of players likely to start in Triple-A in 2019. Right-handers Ryan Castellani and Jesus 

Tinoco as well as southpaw Mitch Horacek are among the club’s seven representatives on the Salt River Rafters in the 

Arizona Fall League. 

So is outfielder Sam Hilliard, a left-handed hitter with raw power. Outfielder Yonathan Daza (who led the Yard Goats with 

a .306 average) is also one to watch even though his season was cut short in late July after he suffered a shoulder injury. 

High-A Lancaster 

Right-handed sidearmer Justin Lawrence is playing in the Arizona Fall League, as are corner infielders Tyler Nevin (who 

took Rodgers’ spot on the team due to the shortstop’s shoulder tightness) and Colton Welker. Nevin hit .328 with 13 home 

runs and 62 RBIs for the Jethawks, while Welker posted slightly more impressive numbers with .333/13/82. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118891
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115886
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Meanwhile, Lawerence had a 2.65 ERA in 55 relief appearances, making him, left-hander Ben Bowden and right-hander 

Reid Humphreys (1.83 in 35 before being promoted to Hartford in late July) the best bullpen arms on the team. 

Lower-level teams 

You won’t be hearing these names announced over the P.A. at Coors Field anytime next season, but a handful of 

prospects in the organization’s lower levels are already making impressions. 

The short list of those highly touted players include right-hander Riley Pint (Boise Hawks), shortstop Ryan Vilade 

(Asheville Tourists) and Grand Junction southpaw Ryan Rolison and first baseman Grant Lavigne down in rookie ball. 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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10 great things about the 2018 Colorado Rockies season 
Before it gets too cold outside and the hot stove gets too warm inside, let’s take a look back 

 
By Renee Dechert | Purple Row | Oct. 11, 2018 
 

Rockies baseball 2018 is over sooner than we’d hoped, but before it gets too cold outside and the hot stove gets too 

warm inside, let’s take a moment to appreciate 10 of the most amazing things that happened in 2018. 

1. Back-to-back postseason appearances — In 2018, the Rockies had their first-ever back-to-back postseason 

appearances. We were disappointed that the Rockies got swept in three games by the Brewers, but the 2018 Rockies 

were better than the 2017 Rockies, and that’s worth celebrating. 

2. The starting rotation — Yes, it is possible to pitch at altitude. In 2018, Kyle Freeland (3.67 FIP) and German 

Márquez (3.40 FIP) led the way with Antonio Senzatela (4.17 FIP), Tyler Anderson (4.57 FIP), Jon Gray (4.08 FIP) 

and Chad Bettis (5.07 FIP) contributing. The Rockies became known for their pitching, and it was glorious, especially 

with Kyle Freeland having the lowest season ERA at Coors Field and Márquz getting over 200 strikeouts. 

3. The GOAT: Nolan Arenado — Where to begin? This season saw Arenado leading the Rockies with a .935 OPS and in 

the hunt for an MVP award for most of the season. Even though Arenado struggled with a shoulder injury through August 

and fought through a slump, there was never any doubt that he was giving everything he had. His defensive miracles 

never cease to amaze, and he’s very likely going to win his sixth consecutive Gold Glove award. Here’s a recent example 

from Game 3 against the Brewers: 

Every time Arenado makes a play like this one, we’re reminded of how lucky we are he’s a member of the Rockies. 

4. The O-Zone — Seunghwan Oh (3.86 FIP), Scott Oberg 2.87 FIP), and Adam Ottavino (2.74 FIP) were the Rockies 

go-to relievers down the stretch. When these pitchers entered a game, we generally had confidence that things would be 

fine as they continued the work begun by the starting pitchers. The pitching renaissances of Oberg and Ottavino are 

especially notable. The O-Zone bridged the game to closer Wade Davis, who led the National League in saves with 43. 

5. It’s (Trevor) Story time — If Trevor Story struggled offensively in 2017, in 2018, he found his swing. He had an OPS of 

.914, second only to Arenado, and hit 37 home runs, also second only to Arenado. Here’s the game we’re still talking 

about: 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/idioms/the-hot-stove
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/milwaukee-brewers
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285612/kyle-freeland
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302002/german-marquez
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302002/german-marquez
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302013/antonio-senzatela
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255375/tyler-anderson
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/151487/chad-bettis
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301994/kyle-freeland
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301983/nolan-arenado
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/276423/seung-hwan-oh
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302007/scott-oberg
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303194/adam-ottavino
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302007/scott-oberg
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303194/adam-ottavino
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303174/wade-davis
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/190283/trevor-story
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/9/5/17825816/rockies-giants-final-score-trevor-story-3-home-runs-clips
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Story’s offensive production cooled off following an elbow injury, but in 2018, he earned MVP attention and helped lead 

the Rockies to the playoffs. 

6. The return of David Dahl — After recovering from another freak injury (this time a broken foot), David Dahl returned 

to the Rockies with his much-needed bat. When the season ended, Dahl had an OPS of .859. He earned the October 1 

Player of the Week Award after hitting six home runs in seven games. Dahl’s bat was key to the Rockies’ late-season run. 

7. Carlos González, Matt Holliday, and Chris Iannetta bring experience — Carlos González was a late free-agent 

signing who helped the Rockies with his bat and his fielding. (I will never get tired of watching CarGo’s confident fielding.) 

Big Daddy Matt Holliday returned in August to provide experience and a much-needed right-hand bat. Chris 

Iannetta returned to his purple pinstripes to lead a young pitching rotation, and while his OPS was only .730, his 

confidence and patience at the plate made up for it. 

8. Gerardo Parra’s success as a bench player — The end of the season saw Gerardo Parra assuming a bench role, 

and he was very good at it. In the Wild Card game against the Cubs, it was Parra who sparked the game-winning rally. 

9. Resilience — The 2018 Rockies were resilient. Think of all the times the Rockies were written off — and yet they made 

the postseason. Bud Black said throughout the season that this team was tough, and he was right. Dan Lucero 

(@DanLuceroShow) has a nice Twitter thread highlighting all the times the Rockies were pronounced dead. Still, they 

won 91 games and made the playoffs. 

10. Odds and ends — Here are some fun things that made 2018 special: Scott Oberg, German Márquez, and Tom 

Murphy welcomed new additions to their families; we met Eugene Koo; David Dahl’s golden retriever Rookie became a 

local celebrity; being a Kyle Freeland Guy, Gal, and Person became a meme; Charlie Blackmon played center field 

while talking to the announcers at the All Star game; Jenny Cavnar called two games during prime time — “Fire up the 

fountains! She gone!”; DJ Johnson made it to the majors and set new beard standards, and for a team with Chuck Nazty 

on it, that’s saying something; Noel Cuevas got everyone coffee one morning; Tony Wolters met some fans for 

coffee one morning, too; CarGo still has the sweetest swing in baseball; Ryan Spilborghs’ rally boots brought luck 

through another season; Tyler Anderson kept a notebook; Nolan Arenado led a bench-clearing brawl against 

the Padres and in the process exhibited his wonderful hair; Ian Desmond was the player most likely to be heaving the 

https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188841/david-dahl
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303173/david-dahl
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303180/carlos-gonzalez
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/489/matt-holliday
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258586/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258586/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258586/chris-iannetta
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303195/gerardo-parra
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302008/gerardo-parra
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/10/2/17931318/rockies-cubs-wild-card-game-final-score-tony-wolters-extra-innings
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/10/2/17931318/rockies-cubs-wild-card-game-final-score-tony-wolters-extra-innings
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303195/gerardo-parra
https://www.baseball-reference.com/managers/blackbu02.shtml
https://twitter.com/danluceroshow?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/danluceroshow/status/1046548122174935040
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255376/scott-oberg
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303191/tom-murphy
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303191/tom-murphy
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/19/rockies-interpreter-eugene-koo-seunghwan-oh/
https://www.instagram.com/rookiegolden/
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/6/29/17483728/kyle-freeland-guy-rockies-pitching-good
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301985/charlie-blackmon
https://rockymountain-attsn.att.com/meet-the-talent/
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/317961/d-j-johnson
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/293549/noel-cuevas
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/7/3/17531862/colorado-rockies-twitter-coffee-invitation
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/7/3/17531862/colorado-rockies-twitter-coffee-invitation
https://rockymountain-attsn.att.com/meet-the-talent/
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/255375/tyler-anderson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301983/nolan-arenado
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/san-diego-padres
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/33859/ian-desmond
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PowerAde after a walk-off; DJ LeMahieu quietly just did his thing; champagne flowed in the clubhouse not once but 

twice; Tony F. Wolters— need I say more?; and @Rockies remains the best social media account in sports. 

Okay, we cheated a little found a lot more than 10 great things about the 2018 season. Bring on 2019. 

  

https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302001/dj-lemahieu
https://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302020/tony-wolters
https://twitter.com/Rockies?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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Bryan Shaw’s 3-year contract got off to a terrible start 
Shaw had the worst season of his career — by a lot 

 
By Eric Garcia McKinley | Purple Row | Oct. 10, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 39, Bryan Shaw (-1.1 rWAR) 

Bryan Shaw had the type of season that just confirms the “relievers are weird and shouldn’t be signed to big contracts” 

notion. And yet, just how bad Shaw was in 2018 is still surprising. Not only did Shaw post career-worst marks in just about 

every category, he did so by a lot. 

Shaw had a 3.13 ERA over his first seven seasons and a 5.93 ERA in 2018. He had a 3.52 FIP over his first seven 

seasons, and he had a 4.92 FIP in 2018. Shaw’s adjusted ERA over his first seven seasons was 34 percent better than 

league average, while his adjusted ERA in 2018 was 21 percent worse. It was the first time in his career he was even 

below average. That Shaw had a bad season isn’t particularly surprising, but just how bad of a seas he had is. He ended 

the season on the sidelines, as Shaw was left off an NLDS roster that included DJ Johnson, who has 61⁄3 career innings 

pitched. 

Still, that doesn’t mean Shaw’s entire contract was a mistake. It just means it got off to a pretty terrible start. We just have 

to look back at the first of the Rockies series of three-year contracts given out to relievers: Boone Logan. Logan played in 

eight seasons prior to joining the Rockies. He hit his stride during the four seasons he pitched the Yankees just before 

signing with Colorado, when he posted a 3.38 ERA, a 3.63 FIP, and an adjusted ERA 26 percent better than league 

average. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/107048/bryan-shaw
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303200/bryan-shaw
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/317961/d-j-johnson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/new-york-yankees


    

12 

 

Logan’s first season with the Rockies went about as bad as it could go: a 6.84 ERA in just 25 innings. But in each of his 

final two seasons, his innings total increased while his ERA went down. By the time his contract ended, it didn’t look like a 

bad deal overall. 

There’s a chance that can happen with Shaw as well. But the glimmer of hope for Shaw to bounce back — relievers are 

more unpredictable than other players — is also the same reason why the contract was probably a bad idea in the first 

place. There’s one year down and two to go, so we’ll see. 
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Jake McGee was back to his bad version in 2018 
Unfortunately the Rockies had just paid him for being his good version the previous season. 

 
By Hayden Kane | Purple Row | Oct. 11, 2018 
 

 
You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 38, Jake McGee (-0.8 rWAR) 

The Colorado Rockies have twice paid a significant price for Jake McGee — once in a trade and once with a free agent 

deal. He has pitched three seasons for them. He has now been good for one of those seasons and kind of a disaster for 

the other two. 

Unfortunately McGee had the worst season of his career in 2018 after signing a three-year, $27 million deal to return to 

the Rockies last winter. The 31-year-old appeared in 61 games and posted a 6.49 ERA. He had a 73 ERA+ and saw his 

strikeout numbers dip down slightly to 8.2 K/9. 

The biggest difference between 2017 and 2018 for McGee was the long ball. In roughly the same number of appearances 

and innings, he went from surrendering just four home runs in 2017 to giving up a career-worst 10 this past season. The 

Rockies simply could not trust McGee as the end of the season approached. Like fellow big-ticket signing Bryan Shaw, 

McGee did not make the postseason roster. 

McGee has always been a unique case in that he is a lefty that does not specialize in getting left-handed hitters out. They 

actually hit him harder than right-handed batters in 2018, posting a .307/.395/.547 (155 OPS+) against him. 

When McGee is good, you can call it versatility that he is equally effective against right-handed and left-handed hitters. It 

makes him a guy you can put in any spot and even use as a fill-in closer. But when he is equally bad against both sides, 

or even worse against lefties as is McGee’s case, it makes the problem awfully glaring. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31730/jake-mcgee
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302003/jake-mcgee
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303189/jake-mcgee
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/10/10/17945410/colorado-rockies-bryan-shaw-2018
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/107048/bryan-shaw
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McGee was a steady presence out of the bullpen back in 2017. I don’t imagine many people were upset that the Rockies 

re-signed him as one of their big moves last off-season. One year later, and we now have two seasons of bad McGee and 

just one season of good McGee. 

Maybe it’s an odd year thing. Maybe it’s just the volatility of relievers. Whatever the case, there will be pressure on McGee 

to bounce back again in 2019 in the second year of his contract. 

  



    

15 

 

Colorado Rockies: Prospects off to strong Arizona Fall League start 

 
By Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 11, 2018 

The next generation of Colorado Rockies is making their presence felt quickly in the early days of the 2018 Arizona Fall 

League slate. 

The Colorado Rockies are one of five teams sending prospects to be a part of the Salt River Rafters, a team in the AFL’s 

Eastern Division that plays its games at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick. The Arizona Diamondbacks are another team 

contributing to Salt River’s roster, a logical thought since Arizona and Colorado share Salt River Fields as their spring 

training headquarters. 

Representing the Rockies for Salt River are pitchers Ryan Castellani and Jesus Tinoco, along with outfielder Sam 

Hilliard and infielders Josh Fuentes and Tyler Nevin. 

Fuentes has started strong, not a surprise for the MVP of the Pacific Coast League. One of just three Salt River players 

to see action in the first two games of the campaign, the 25-year-old Fuentes is 3-for-9 with two RBI in early action. Of his 

three hits, he has logged a single, double and triple. 

In his lone game this season, Hilliard made a quick impact, going 3-for-5, including a triple, and scoring two runs in Salt 

River’s 10-8 win at Surprise. Batting third in the order (just behind Fuentes), Hilliard’s triple led off the ninth and provided 

an insurance run for the Rafters. 

Nevin is 1-for-4 in his lone appearance of the season. 

Castellani started the season opener against Surprise and was roughed up quickly, giving up four hits and three runs in 

three innings pitched. He walked one batter and struck out three. 

Tinoco has had one relief appearance, throwing two scoreless innings and surrendering just one hit against Surprise. 

Replacing Castellani, Tinoco threw the only consecutive shutout innings of the day for the Rafters. 

Play continues in the AFL until November 17 when the championship game is scheduled for 1:08 p.m. (local time) at 

Scottsdale Stadium. 

  

https://roxpile.com/news/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=castel002rya&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=tinoco000jes&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=hillia000sam&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=hillia000sam&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=fuente001jos&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=nevin-000tyl&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/08/31/isotopes-josh-fuentes-pacific-coast-league-mvp/
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Colorado Rockies: How to avoid repeating the ’18 NLDS in ’19 

 
By Luke Mullins | Rox Pile | Oct. 10, 2018 
 

Well, that was disappointing. 

This season, we possibly watched the best team the Colorado Rockies have ever put together. Not only did the Rox make 

the postseason for consecutive times for the first time in franchise history, but they tied for first place in the West and 

came a tiebreaker away from their first division championship. 

But that team didn’t show up for the National League Division Series against the Milwaukee Brewers. The Colorado 

Rockies were outscored 13-2 while being swept in three games and, if it weren’t for an uncharacteristically rough outing 

by Brewers’ closer Jeremy Jefferess in Game 1, the Rockies would not have scored a single run in the entire series. They 

were shut out in games 2 and 3 and had no runs and just one hit going into the ninth inning of game one.  

 

Think about that. The Rockies only scored in one inning of the entire NLDS. Since the first game went 10 innings, that 

means the Rockies were shutout for 27 innings of a three-game series. Each game, the Brewers threw a collection of nine 

scoreless innings. 

There’s no way around it … the Rockies’ offense collapsed in the NLDS. But it wasn’t just Milwaukee. Colorado scored 

just two runs in 13 innings in the Wild Card Game against the Chicago Cubs and managed only two solo shots in the top 

of the ninth against the LA Dodgers in a game 163 that was already all but out of reach. 

The Rockies offense struggled at times in 2018, but it wasn’t that bad. 

On the bright side, the Rockies’ pitchers stepped up in a big way this postseason. Kyle Freeland, Antonio Senzatela, Tyler 

Anderson, German Marquez and the bullpen gave the Rockies a chance to win every game (until the very end of game 3 

when everything imploded, but we don’t talk about that). 

Assuming the Rockies can return to the postseason in 2019, here’s what they can do to avoid repeating the 2018 NLDS 

disaster. 

https://roxpile.com/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/j/jeffrje01.shtml
https://roxpile.com/
https://roxpile.com/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/anderty01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/anderty01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/marquge01.shtml
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Win the division. 

The Rockies had to take a long, arduous road to Milwaukee before they even got a chance to play in the NLDS. Much has 

been made about them playing three games in three cities, in three different time zones over three days, but that really 

does have an effect. Especially when all three are high-stakes games and one of them goes a full 13 innings in a visiting 

ballpark. 

By the time they found themselves at Miller Park, the Rockies looked like they had lost all their energy. They could have 

avoided this debacle if only they had won their division to begin with. One more win during the regular season and it would 

have been the Dodgers who would have had to face off against the Cubs while the Rockies kicked back in Denver and 

waited for the Atlanta Braves to come to town. 

Had the Rockies won the division, the NLDS could have shaped up very differently. They would have stayed home after 

beating the Washington Nationals at Coors Field in the final game of the season and hosted the Braves, the team with the 

worst regular season record in the postseason. 

Freeland and Marquez would have been ready to go for games 1 and 2 at home where Colorado has played as good as 

any team in baseball. One more regular season win and we could be talking about the Rockies advancing to the National 

League Championship Series right now. 

Instead, they had to play a road series against the NL’s top seed after facing off against the team with the second-best 

record in the NL in the Wild Card Game, also on the road. 

Fix first base. 

I’m not the biggest anti-Ian Desmond guy out there. He managed to put together a 20-20 season and he logged 88 RBI, 

good enough for third-most on the team. He had a few huge hits that resulted in wins when we needed them the most. He 

provides veteran leadership, postseason experience and an important clubhouse presence. 

Desmond also put together a memorable number of empty at-bats. He strikes out too much and hits so many soft ground 

outs it drives the Rockies’ faithful mad. In 2018, he posted a poor .236 average to go along with a cringe-worthy career-

worst .307 on-base percentage. Desmond’s performance isn’t the reason the Rockies got swept. No one could hit this 

postseason. It’s not his fault. But in the postmortem of the 2018 season, he stands out for three reasons. 
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First, he’s getting paid way too much. I know that point has been exhausted ever since his signing was announced, but he 

is the highest-paid player on the team and he just posted an underwhelming 83 OPS + (with 100 representing league 

average), which is actually an improvement from last season’s career-low mark of 72. As the Rockies look to make 

additions this offseason or retain/extend current stars like Nolan Arenado, DJ LeMahieu, and Adam Ottavino, that $70 

million looms even larger. 

Second, the bottom of the order needs to produce better than it did this season, and Desmond is the most talented hitter 

in the lower third, so a portion of that responsibility lies on him. In 2017, position players hitting in the 7-9 spots in the 

order hit .246, contributing to a record-setting RBI season from Charlie Blackmon at the top of the order. In 2018, the 

bottom third of the Rockies’ lineup hit just .221, a significant drop off. 

Desmond isn’t the sole solution to the struggles of the bottom third of the lineup just as he isn’t its sole cause. But he is an 

important contributor to both.  In the end, the Rockies need to do more than just get Desmond going. They need a corner 

outfielder or two (hopefully David Dahl cemented his role as an everyday guy at the end of the season but, unfortunately, I 

wouldn’t be at all surprised to not see him in the Opening Day lineup in 2019) and probably a catcher. We can hope the 

Rockies will address those areas this offseason. 

Lastly, the Rockies need more production from first base. This is an offensive position that needs to produce more than a 

83 OPS+. There is an argument that lower production from first base is acceptable because Trevor Story‘s MVP-type 

offense (.291 AVG, 37 HR, 108 RBI, 27 SB) from a typically less-productive offensive position offsets Desmond’s lacking 

production. 

That approach works fine for a .500 team, but the Rockies can do better than that. Winning teams don’t look at a great 

shortstop as an opportunity to settle for less offense from other positions. Instead, they look at it as a chance to have a 

great hitting shortstop in addition to a great first baseman. 

Ian Desmond still needs to pick up his on base percentage significantly, but otherwise, his offense would be acceptable if 

it was coming from a bottom-third corner outfielder. Does that mean the Rockies finally give Ryan McMahon an 

opportunity to be the everyday first baseman? Or do they go after another first baseman on the market? 

Either way, they need to fix first base. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ottavad01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/split.cgi?team=COL&t=b&year=2017#all_lineu
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/teams/split.cgi?team=COL&t=b&year=2018
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/dahlda01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/storytr01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcmahry01.shtml
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Don’t get intimidated. 

For all intents and purposes, the Rockies’ season ended in the sixth inning of game 3 when reliever Scott Oberg got 

called for a very unusual, run-scoring balk after dropping the ball on the mound.  He followed that up by allowing another 

run on a wild pitch.  Any sliver of hope the Rockies had was gone.  The nerves we had detected under the surface came 

bumbling out in an ugly display for the final tortuous innings of one of the worst playoff series in Rockies’ history. 

As non-existent as the Rockies’ offense was in the Wild Card Game, the team walked into Chicago like they belonged 

there and they left having proved it.  Contrarily, the Rockies looked intimidated the entire NLDS.  The Brewers are a very 

good team, but the Rockies earned a spot in the postseason just the same and they needed to come to grips with that. 

If the Rockies are going to see postseason success they need to understand how good they are.  They need to play like 

they belong there.  Instead, the Rockies played like they were lucky to even get in. 

A mark of a good team is being able to play when the lights shine the brightest.  They did it in Chicago, now they need to 

keep that game plan for every difficult match-up in the postseason.  They can’t get intimidated–no matter who they play.  If 

they do, they will lose.  Game 3 may have shown us once and for all the real reason the Rockies got swept.  Playing 

scared never results in good baseball.  You need to play confident in order to see success in the playoffs–and the Rockies 

did not do that against Milwaukee. 

If the Rockies address these issues, not only will they return to the playoffs in 2019, they will do so with a legitimate shot 

to make a deep run. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/obergsc01.shtml
https://www.mlb.com/news/brewers-score-on-scott-oberg-balk-wild-pitch/c-297323102
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BSN Exclusive: Prospect Sam Hilliard ready to break out in Arizona Fall League 

 
By Patrick Lyons | BSN Denver | Oct. 10, 2018 
 

SCOTTSDALE – As a 6’5” outfielder with an impressive combination of speed and power, it seems hard to believe that 

some scouts didn’t believe Sam Hilliard could make it as a hitter. 

After four progressive seasons in the Rockies organization, featuring All-Star selections each of the past three years, 

including this season where he was the runner-up in the Double-A Home Run Derby, Sam Hilliard will now be 

representing the Colorado Rockies in the 2018 Arizona Fall League. 

Joined by pitchers Ryan Castellani, Jesus Tinoco, Justin Lawrence and Mitch Horacek, as well as infielders Tyler Nevin 

and Josh Fuentes as Rockies representatives on the Salt River Rafters, Hilliard will look to continue changing minds of 

those doubting his ability to be an offensive force. 

He made it look easy batting third for the Rafters on Tuesday with singles in his first two at-bats and a triple in his final 

plate appearance for 3-for-5 game one of the fall season. 

Back in 2014, he was drafted by the Minnesota Twins out of Crowder College (MO) in the 31st round, Hilliard decided to 

bet on himself and play another year of college baseball. 

“Playing Division I baseball was always my dream and I didn’t want to stop hitting,” he told BSN Denver. “Hitting is a lot 

more fun. It’s what I love to do. I wanted to go see if I could prove myself as a hitter for another year and playing Division I 

baseball (at Wichita State University) was that main reason. 

His lone season with the Shockers of the Missouri Valley Conference as a pitcher and outfielder earned him a spot on the 

All-Conference Team and was enough to impress the Rockies, who selected Hilliard as an outfielder in the 15th round in 

2015. 

However, the Mansfield, TX native was emphatic in his response about having interest in playing both ways as both a 

pitcher and hitter. 

“No. Not at all. I did that in college. It really took a toll on my body. My arm was hurting all the time because I’d be 

throwing from the outfield, max effort, then have to go pitch the next day, then have to go back in the outfield. So, I didn’t 

really enjoy it.” 

As is typical with many newly drafted players for the past seven seasons, Colorado sent Hilliard to play with the Grand 

Junction Rockies of the Pioneer League for his first taste of professional baseball. 

His objective was a simple one. 
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“I just wanted to enjoy every moment because I was playing professional baseball and a lot of people don’t get to do that. 

That was my focus.” 

Hilliard was immediately impressive in Short-Season ball, putting up a .929 OPS in 222 at-bats while hitting seven home 

runs and stealing 12 bases on the Western Slope. 

In 2016, Hilliard took the next step to play at Low-A Asheville, earning a Player of the Week honors and starting in the 

South Atlantic League All-Star Game en route to slugging seventeen homers and swiping thirty bases. 

The son of a Texas Longhorn football player and Miss Texas 1984 followed up those intriguing power and speed numbers 

with another solid season in 2017 at Advanced-A Lancaster, improving to 21 homers and 37 stolen bases. 

Like all prospects in the Rockies organization, the hitter-friendly environments of Asheville’s McCormick Field and 

Lancaster’s The Hangar have been great breeding grounds for young batters in need of lessons for how to temper one’s 

approach in a hitter’s haven like Coors Field. 

“If you’re not disciplined, you can definitely fall into a bad habit. I remember the first day I got to Asheville I saw that field 

and I was like, ‘Oh my gosh. If I don’t hit 50 home runs, I suck.’ Sometimes I fall into that trap, but it’s just about being a 

professional and being disciplined and telling yourself you never hit a home run when you’re trying to hit a home run. 

Don’t let the dimensions of the field get in your head.” 

The Mansfield High School graduate grew up not too far from Globe Life Park in Arlington, home of certain Texas 

Rangers and an MVP with a similar set of tools in his arsenal. 

“I really liked Josh Hamilton. He’s a five-tool guy. Other than that, I just try to play my own game.” 

His combination of speed and power is also matched by a strong arm that has helped him reach the top of the outfield 

assist standings in each of the past two years with 13 and 12 assists, respectively, in Low- and High-A. 

This year, his number of outfield assists dipped, but as Hilliard climbs the rungs of the minor leagues, the talents of those 

opposing him have greatly improved, too. 

“It’s all about how many opportunities that you get. I feel maybe last year I got more opportunities and some things 

bounced my way a little more. I’m working on this wall out here in right field. It’s a little tricky. It’s a big tall wall and I’ve got 

a few under my belt this year, but it’s a little tough.” 

Slightly less tough is the decision for the Rockies on whether or not to protect Hilliard on the 40-man roster this offseason. 

Though not a make-or-break six weeks in the Arizona Fall League, Hilliard will look to rebound after a season in which he 

suffered career lows across several categories. 

Should the 24-year-old to be left exposed to December’s Rule 5 Draft, it could mean the departure of this talented five-tool 

athlete from Colorado’s organization and proof for Hilliard that his potential cannot be understated. 
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But the Rockies have shown a propensity to stockpile exceptional, versatile athletes and continuing to invest in Hilliard 

could eventually find him adding his name to the list that includes Trevor Story, Garrett Hampson, and Ryan McMahon. 

 


