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Rockies in Wild Card Game after Brewers' loss 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | 1:47 AM ET 
 
DENVER -- Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez participated in two wild celebrations Saturday at Coors Field -- one 
after the Brewers' loss gave them the second National League Wild Card before they took the field and a wilder one after 
the oh-by-the-way 5-3 loss to the Dodgers -- but he'll cherish the quiet time in between. 
 
Gonzalez homered off the Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw in his first at-bat and was pulled from the game in the sixth after 
going 2-for-3. Being the only player left from 2009, the team's last postseason trip, and dealing with the possible emotions 
of being in the last year of his contract, Gonzalez stole away to a clubhouse that had been prepped for the mess, with 
plastic tarp protecting the lockers. 

"I came up here to change, then I saw all this around," Gonzalez said. "It took me back to '09. It was so special. I was just 
recording myself, being here by myself, soaking it in. 

"Everybody was playing. I was just here smiling by myself." 
 
 
 
Colorado Rockies  
✔@Rockies 

#Rocktober has arrived!  
 

The Rockies will meet the D-backs at Chase Field on Wednesday at 6:08 p.m. MT in the NL Wild Card Game on TBS, for 
the right to face the Dodgers in the NL Division Series presented by T-Mobile starting Friday in Los Angeles. 

 
Third baseman Nolan Arenado, who earned a championship with Team USA in the World Baseball Classic in March but 
now has his eyes on the Fall Classic, let go a little before the game. He was captured in a now-viral photograph, in midair 
with his arms spread. The joy was more unbridled as he dripped with bubbly and brew after the loss to the Dodgers. 
 

MEDIA CLIPS – October 1, 2017 

http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256939340/
http://m.mlb.com/player/477132/clayton-kershaw
https://twitter.com/Rockies/status/914272299834007552
https://twitter.com/Rockies/status/914272299834007552
https://twitter.com/Rockies
https://twitter.com/Rockies
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Rocktober?src=hash
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
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"When we won the WBC, I wore goggles," Arenado said, alluding to protecting his eyes from the spray. "I'm not wearing 
goggles with the Rockies. I wanted to feel the burn. 

"I really need to celebrate. That's what I'm doing with my boys today." 

 
Before and during the game, the Rockies were able to share their bright mood with the 14th sellout crowd of the season. 
Areando and center fielder Charlie Blackmon, the club's other NL Most Valuable Player candidate -- and the all-but-
certain NL batting champ with a .330 average -- were among the players who received ovations at first sight. 

"We're just asking for a chance, and we snuck in there just under the wire," Blackmon said. "I wouldn't have it any other 
way." 

 
Even before the game, catchers Jonathan Lucroy, who was obtained from the Rangers before the non-waiver Trade 
Deadline, and Tony Wolters took to Twitter. 
 
 
 
Jonathan Lucroy  
✔@JLucroy20 
#Clinched #Rocktober 
 
 
Twitter Ads info and privacy 
 
Tony Wolters  
✔@TonyWolters 
#Rocktober LETS GOOOOOOO 
It's the fourth postseason trip in the Rockies' 25 seasons -- all as Wild Cards. Lefty pitcher Kyle Freeland, a Denver 
native born after May 14, 1993 -- a little more than a month after the team's inaugural game -- tweeted his pride. 
 
Kyle Freeland  
✔@KFREE_21 
Rocktober... we’re back! 

This postseason club is a creation of general manager Jeff Bridich, who took over after the 2014 season, and first-year 
manager Bud Black. 

 
Fittingly, pitching was a key. Bridich, formerly head of the player development system, emphasized pitching at the top of 
the Draft and through trades. Bridich also obtained playoff-tested vets such as closer Greg Holland and multi-position 
player Ian Desmond during the winter, and Lucroy and right-handed reliever Pat Neshekduring the season. 

"There's a benefit of being around the organization for a long period of time, understanding the type of people that we 
have here, people that want the same goal and are willing to put in the time and the effort, and believing in each other," 
Bridich said. "Not all of our issues were solved internally. We had to take some risks, take some chances, and get people 
to believe in those things as well." 

Black, who managed the Padres from 2007-15, is a former pitcher (he earned a World Series ring with the '85 Royals) and 
pitching coach (another title with the 2002 Angels) who fit with the organization's pitching emphasis, plus a little more. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/547172/tony-wolters
https://twitter.com/JLucroy20/status/914273385085009920
https://twitter.com/JLucroy20/status/914273385085009920
https://twitter.com/JLucroy20
https://twitter.com/JLucroy20
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Clinched?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Rocktober?src=hash
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/TonyWolters
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Rocktober?src=hash
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
https://twitter.com/KFREE_21
https://twitter.com/KFREE_21
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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"What can I say about the contributions of everybody? It's not just one group," Black said. 

The Rockies also received congratulatory tweets from the National Football League's Denver Broncos 
Denver Broncos  
✔@Broncos 
Congrats, @rockies! 
 

Let’s bring another  back to Denver! 
Twitter Ads info and privacy 

And Major League Soccer's Colorado Rapids: 
 
 
 
Colorado Rapids  
✔@ColoradoRapids 
Go on @Rockies! Pumped to see that #Rocktober is back, now let's go get two wins tonight! 
 
  

https://twitter.com/Broncos
https://twitter.com/Broncos
https://twitter.com/Rockies
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/ColoradoRapids
https://twitter.com/ColoradoRapids
https://twitter.com/ColoradoRapids
https://twitter.com/ColoradoRapids
https://twitter.com/Rockies
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Rocktober?src=hash
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Rockies to face Greinke in Wild Card Game 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | @harding_at_mlb | September 30th, 2017 
 
DENVER -- The Rockies and D-backs can't escape each other. They train in the same Scottsdale, Ariz., complex and 
have met for 19 lively games this season. Fittingly, they will meet Wednesday at Chase Field in the National League Wild 
Card Game. 
 
The D-backs will have home field after earning the top Wild Card and finishing second in the NL West. The Rockies 
finished third and outdistanced the Brewers for the second Wild Card. Game time Wednesday is 6:08 p.m. MT. The game 
will be telecast on TBS. 
 
The winner will meet the Dodgers on Friday to open the best-of-five NL Division Series presented by T-Mobile. 
 
Anticipated for the Wild Card Game is a matchup of the teams' top pitchers -- Arizona right-hander Zack Greinke (17-7, 
3.20 ERA), who was announced Saturday by manager Torey Lovullo, against Rockies righty Jon Gray (10-4, 3.67). 
 
In five starts this season against the Rockies, Greinke is 2-1 with a 3.41 ERA. The Rockies have won two of the three 
meetings vs. Greinke at Chase Field, with Greinke getting the winning decision in a 6-2 triumph July 1 and not figuring in 
the decision in the two losses -- 7-6 on April 29 and 5-4 on Sept. 11. 
 
Gray is 2-1 with a 3.50 ERA in three starts against the D-backs this season. The loss occurred at Coors Field on Sept. 2, 
when Gray gave up three runs and five hits in five innings. Gray is 2-0, 2.77 at Chase Field this season. On June 30, his 
first game back from missing a month and a half with a navicular stress fracture of the right foot, he went six innings and 
gave up two runs on seven hits. On Sept. 12, Gray held the D-backs to seven hits and two runs in seven innings. He 
struck out 10 in each win and has fanned 26 D-backs total. 
 
Greinke is 3-3 with a 3.55 ERA in nine postseason starts with the Brewers (2011) and Dodgers (2013-15). Gray, the 
Rockies' top Draft pick in 2013 and a rookie last season, will be making his first postseason appearance. 
 
The D-backs won the regular-season series, 11-8. Interestingly, the only teams to defeat the Dodgers in the season series 
this year were the D-backs (11-8) and the Rockies (10-7 going into Saturday). 
 
It'll also be a return to the postseason for Rockies outfielder Carlos Gonzalez, the only player who was part of the team's 
last trip to the postseason in 2009 -- when Colorado lost in four games to the Phillies in the NLDS. Gonzalez went 10-for-
17 (.588) with a homer, two doubles, an RBI, two walks and a strikeout in that one. 
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Rockies edged after earning Wild Card 
By Ken Gurnick and Thomas Harding / MLB.com | 1:20 AM ET 
 

DENVER -- On a Saturday night when everyone left Coors Field happy, Chris Taylor's seventh-inning fielder's choice 

grounder -- his second such productive out of the game -- gave the Dodgers a 5-3 victory over the Rockies. 

 

Already having celebrated the National League West title and the NL's best record, the Dodgers ended up with home-

field advantage should they advance to the World Series. The Indians' 2-1 loss to the White Sox earlier Saturday 

assured that. The best the Indians, with the American League's best record, can do is tie the Dodgers; however, Los 

Angeles won two of three from the Tribe earlier this season. 

 

The Rockies entered the game in celebration mode, having captured the second NL Wild Card -- the team's first playoff 

berth since 2009. Not long before first pitch, the Brewers were eliminated from postseason contention when the Cardinals 

completed a 7-6, come-from-behind victory at St. Louis. 

 

"This is only going to last a couple hours, but this is what it's all about," said third baseman Nolan Arenado in a raucous 

Rockies clubhouse that didn't care about the result of the game. 

The game was delayed at the start for 20 minutes. The official explanation was weather, but the Dodgers weren't so sure, 

especially after the Rockies tweeted a video of their players celebrating (no champagne) before the game. 

"Yeah, there's different stories with that one," said Dodgers manager Dave Roberts. "Didn't see any rain. By coincidence, 

the final score of the Brewers-Cardinals game came and they push the start back 20 minutes. It is what it is. We're not 

going to fret over it. We won a baseball game and we'll try to do the same thing tomorrow." 

The Rockies and D-backs will meet Wednesday at Chase Field for the right to face the Dodgers in the NL Division Series 

presented by T-Mobile, which begins Friday at Dodger Stadium. 

 

In addition to a four-inning tuneup for Dodgers starter Clayton Kershaw, the Dodgers used the game to give the 

bullpen a workout. Six relievers pitched, Kenley Jansen recorded a four-out save (No. 41) and three pitchers (Brock 

Stewart, Tony Cingrani and Pedro Baez) appeared on back-to-back days in what amounted to a test for postseason 

duty. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Eight years coming: Carlos Gonzalez, the only player left from the Rockies' last postseason trip in 2009 -- when he was 

a rookie, thanked the fans during a pregame interview that was shown on the large video board, then delivered a second-

http://m.mlb.com/player/621035/chris-taylor
http://m.dodgers.mlb.com/news/article/256942962/
http://m.dodgers.mlb.com/news/article/256942962/
http://m.rockies.mlb.com/news/article/256901738/
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.dodgers.mlb.com/news/article/256984924/
http://m.mlb.com/player/477132/clayton-kershaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/445276/kenley-jansen
http://m.mlb.com/player/592779/brock-stewart
http://m.mlb.com/player/592779/brock-stewart
http://m.mlb.com/player/571561/tony-cingrani
http://m.mlb.com/player/520980/pedro-baez
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
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inning solo homer, off Kershaw, over the out-of-town scoreboard in right field. It was the 14th homer this season and 

211th in a Rockies uniform for Gonzalez, who is in the final year of his contract. Gonzalez went 2-for-3. 

"I hit a home run because I was so excited," Gonzalez said. "I was saying before the game that it was so special. I had a 

smile the whole night." 

 

It's on! … well, maybe: The Dodgers' Yasiel Puig tied the game at 3 with his 28th homer of the season, a two-run shot 

in the fifth off Rockies starter German Marquez. As Puig circled the bases, a sizable contingent of blue-clad fans behind 

the visiting dugout broke into a "Let's go, Dodgers" chant. The uprising was booed down by the purple-loving majority. 

Could it have been a preview of the emotion that could break out should the Rockies defeat the D-backs and face the 

Dodgers in the NLDS? 

"The best birthday present was seeing Dodgers fans dominate Coors Field," said Jansen, who was celebrating his 30th 

birthday. 

 

QUOTABLE 

"I guess all day long I just assumed Milwaukee was going to win and then we just needed to win today. Fortunately, they 

lost and we didn't have to really worry too much about it. We went out there and played a good game, but came up on the 

wrong end of it." -- Rockies closer Greg Holland, who gave up a run in the top of the ninth 

 

SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 

Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon went 2-for-3 to bring his batting average to .330, which essentially assures him 

of the NL batting title. The Dodgers' Justin Turner went 0-for-2 before leaving for a pinch-hitter and sits at .321. If they 

even play in Sunday afternoon's regular-season finale, which makes no difference to either team going into the 

postseason, Blackmon would have to go 0-for-6 and Turner 6-for-6 for Turner to overtake him. 

 

AFTER REVIEW 

Rockies shortstop Trevor Story was ruled out on a double-play attempt in the first inning, but after a manager's 

challenge, the call was overturned. 

 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Dodgers: After the game, Roberts named Ross Stripling as the starter for Sunday's 12:10 p.m. PT game, but said 

Stripling figures to pitch only two innings because he pitched Friday night and the bullpen will pick up the rest. It would 

have been Yu Darvish's turn, but he had a pregame throwing session on the Coors Field mound instead. Brandon 

McCarthy would have started, but he became the latest Dodger to take ill. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/624577/yasiel-puig
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/457759/justin-turner
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/548389/ross-stripling
http://m.mlb.com/player/506433/yu-darvish
http://m.mlb.com/player/435221/brandon-mccarthy
http://m.mlb.com/player/435221/brandon-mccarthy
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Rockies: The Rockies announced lefty Tyler Anderson (6-6, 4.81 ERA) to start Sunday's regular-season finale at 1:10 

p.m. MT. Anderson is 3-1 with a 1.19 ERA and 18 strikeouts against three walks since recovering from left knee surgery 

and being reinstated from the disabled list Sept. 10. 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
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Blackmon on cusp of batting title in season finale 
By Ken Gurnick / MLB.com | 12:07 AM ET 
 
There's no telling who might be on the field for Sunday's regular-season finale between the postseason-bound Dodgers 
and Rockies. 
 
The National League batting title, however, will be decided, with Charlie Blackmon of the Rockies leading Justin Turner of 
the Dodgers by a comfortable margin. The Rockies have won 10 batting titles since 1993. The last Dodgers batting champ 
was Tommy Davis in 1963. 
 
As for the pitching matchup, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said Sunday would be a bullpen game, with Ross Stripling 
starting and pitching two innings. The Rockies planned to start Tyler Anderson. Turner is 9-for-17 against Anderson. 
 
Things to know about this game 
 
• Turner, who came into this series with six errors on the season, has committed one in each of the first two games this 
weekend. 
 
• Anderson is 0-3 with a 7.00 ERA in four starts against the Dodgers this year. But in 20 career appearances at Coors 
Field, he is 8-5 with a 3.39 ERA. 
 
• Blackmon is 22-for-67 (.328) against the Dodgers this season. 
  



    

9 
 

October Confidential: Rockies 
Rival players offer inside look at facing NL Wild Card 
MLB.com | September 30th, 2017 
 
How do you beat the Rockies? MLB.com asked rival players from around Major League Baseball to offer an inside look at 
how best to face the NL Wild Card. 
 
Tyler Chatwood 
"He throws his fastball hard, and he has a really good cutter off that. He does fade a little bit into his starts. But for those 
first three, four, five innings, he's electric. All his stuff moves a ton." 
-- NL West infielder 
 
Greg Holland 
"He's got a weird slider. It does things it shouldn't. It breaks in different ways. … It's unpredictable, and as a hitter, you 
don't know what you're going to get." 
-- NL catcher 
 
Jake McGee 
"He comes right at you. He throws a lot of fastballs. It seems like 95 percent fastballs. The thing about that is: You know 
his fastball is coming, but it's just good enough that it doesn't get hit that often. It's got to be his spin rate. He works all to 
four quadrants of the strike zone, and he really pitchers up well, so I think that's what makes him effective." 
-- NL West infielder 
 
Nolan Arenado 
"He's a guy that's so good at lifting the ball, and he has power to all fields, that you have to find a way to minimize that. 
Whether it's down or it's changing speeds, you have to do something to get him off-balance. … Moving eye levels, in and 
out, back and forth. He's good enough that he can hit a pitch if he's looking for it, no matter what it is." 
-- NL West starter 
 
Charlie Blackmon 
"He's one of those guys where, when you're preparing throughout the year, you don't prepare the same way for him. He's 
constantly making adjustments, which makes it hard. It's hard to find a consistent hole in him, just because he covers a lot 
of pitches, whether it's soft, it's hard, anywhere in the strike zone. He can cover it pretty good, and he makes it tough on 
you. … One time we played him, going into the series, you think maybe down and away is open. You go back there again, 
and it's not. It seems like it keeps changing with him. Some guys, it stays the same. They hit what they hit. He hits the way 
people pitch him." 
-- NL West reliever 
 
DJ LeMahieu 
"He's a unique hitter in that he's so capable of going the other way. Sometimes those types of hitters can prove to be the 
most problematic, because they let the ball travel more than other guys. So you have to really throw strike 1, because he's 
so selective. He's so good when he's ahead in the count. First and foremost, you have to get ahead. Then, from there, 
he's a guy you have to execute against. You have to make the pitch, or he's going to get a hit. You won't get away with a 
mistake." 
-- NL West starter 
 
Mark Reynolds 
"He's a guy who hits mistakes pretty well. You throw it over the plate, he's going to hit it hard. He's a guy you really have 
to execute on, but you like to think if you make your pitches, you're going to get him out. But he [doesn't chase] as much 
as he used to. He's gotten really good at spitting on certain pitches. He's gotten better as he's gotten older. He's more of a 
complete hitter now, rather than all or nothing." 
-- NL West reliever 
 
Gerardo Parra 
"He hits the ball to all fields. You used to be able to get him to chase, sinker down and away, breaking ball in the dirt. But 
right now, he's staying closed, he's not chasing that much. You throw a pitch away, he knows how to go with it. That's the 
main thing that he's doing now. He's always hit the fastball, but he'd chase the breaking ball, and that gave him trouble. 
Now he's not chasing the breaking ball as much." 
-- NL West starter  
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Before they were postseason bound: Rockies 
By Manny Randhawa / MLB.com | September 30th, 2017 
 

The Rockies are in the postseason for the first time since 2009. Here's everything you need to know about the players 

heading into Rocktober. 

Tyler Anderson, LHP 

Born: Las Vegas 

DOB: 12/30/1989 

HS: Valley High School (Nev.) 

College: University of Oregon 

Minors: Tri-City (A-), Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA) 

• Anderson's nickname is "Ricky F," which was on his Players Weekend jersey earlier this season. He got the nickname 

because of a baserunning blunder that resulted in him being picked off by Cubs catcher Willson Contreras at first base 

on Aug. 19, 2016. It stands for "Rickey Fail," as in, Anderson attempting to be like all-time stolen base king Rickey 

Henderson, but failing to do so. 

 

Nolan Arenado, 3B 

Born: Newport Beach, Calif. 

DOB: 4/16/1991 

HS: El Toro High School (Calif.) 

Minors: Casper (R), Asheville (A), AZFL Salt River (Fall League), Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA), Colorado Springs (AAA) 

• In 2013, Arenado became the 10th rookie to ever win a Gold Glove. In 2016, Arenado became the first third baseman to 

ever begin his career with four consecutive Gold Glove Awards. 

 

Chad Bettis, RHP 

Born: Lubbock, Texas 

DOB: 4/26/1989 

HS: Monterey High School (Texas) 

College: Texas Tech University 

Minors: Tri-City (A-), Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA), Colorado Springs (AAA) 

• Bettis overcame a battle with testicular cancer after first being diagnosed in November 2016, and then discovering the 

cancer had recurred in March of this year. His return was an inspiration for many, particularly those who have been 

directly or indirectly impacted by cancer. In his first start of 2017, he tossed seven scoreless innings against the Braves on 

Aug. 14, exiting to a standing ovation at Coors Field. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/575929/willson-contreras
http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
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Charlie Blackmon, CF 

Born: Dallas, Texas 

DOB: 7/1/1986 

HS: North Gwinnett High School (Ga.) 

College: Georgia Institute of Technology, Young Harris College (Ga.) 

Minors: Tri-City (A-), Modesto (A+), AZFL Scottsdale (Fall League), Tulsa (AA), Colorado Springs (AAA) 

• Blackmon was actually a pitcher at Georgia Tech, but after elbow tendinitis caused his velocity to decline, he was unable 

to regain his prior effectiveness. When he joined a summer league team coached by former MLB outfielder Rusty Greer, 

he told Greer he was a two-way player. Eventually, Greer saw Blackmon's speed, in addition to his ability to hit, and 

turned him into an outfielder. 

 

 

Tyler Chatwood, RHP 

Born: Redlands, Calif. 

DOB: 12/16/1989 

HS: Redlands East Valley High School (Calif.) 

Minors: Cedar Rapids (A), Rancho Cucamonga (A+), Arkansas (AA), Salt Lake (AAA) 

• Chatwood's road ERA in 2016 was 1.69, best among all MLB starters with a minimum of 75 innings pitched on the road. 

In 14 starts at Coors Field, however, his ERA last season was 6.12. 

 

Ian Desmond, 1B/SS/OF 

Born: Sarasota, Fla. 

DOB: 9/20/1985 

HS: Sarasota High School (Fla.) 

Minors: Gulf Coast League Expos (R), Vermont (A-), Savannah (A), Potomac (A+), Waikiki (Winter Rookie League), 

Harrisburg (AA), AZFL Peoria Saguaros (Fall League), Syracuse (AAA) 

• Desmond is the only active Major League player to have been drafted by the Montreal Expos before the franchise 

relocated to Washington and became the Nationals in 2005. Desmond was Montreal's third-round selection (84th overall) 

in the '04 Draft. 

 

Mike Dunn, LHP 

Born: Farmington, N.M. 

DOB: 5/23/1985 

HS: Cimarron-Memorial High School (Nev.) 

College: College of Southern Nevada 

Minors: Staten Island (A-), Charleston (A), Tampa (A+), Trenton (AA), Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (AAA), Gwinnett (AAA) 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/543022/tyler-chatwood
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/445197/mike-dunn
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• The Yankees actually drafted Dunn as an outfielder, but then converted him to a pitcher. "I knew that I could pitch, so it 

was something I could fall back on if hitting didn't work out," Dunn told the New York Daily News when he was called up to 

the Majors in 2009. "I just wanted to have a jersey on my back, and pitching was how I was going to keep it." 

 

Kyle Freeland, LHP 

Born: Denver, Colo. 

DOB: 5/14/1993 

HS: Thomas Jefferson High School (Colo.) 

College: University of Evansville (Ind.) 

Minors: Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), Hartford (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• When he made his Major League debut by starting the Rockies' home opener against the Dodgers on April 7, Freeland 

became the sixth Colorado-born player to play for the club. He grew up a Rockies fan, and some of his favorite players 

include Todd Helton, Larry Walker, Andres Galarraga, Dante Bichette and Vinny Castilla, who is currently a special 

assistant to Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez, RF 

Born: Maracaibo, Venezuela 

DOB: 10/17/1985 

HS: Liceo Udon Perez (Venezuela) 

Minors: Missoula (R), Yakima (A-), South Bend (A), Lancaster (A+), Tennessee (AA), Mobile (AA), Tucson (AAA), 

Sacramento (AAA), Colorado Springs (AAA) 

• Gonzalez first raised eyebrows as a teenager playing baseball in his native Venezuela, when he hit a tape-measure 

home run off future Mariners star and 2010 AL Cy Young Award winner Felix Hernandez. Gonzalez was originally signed 

by the D-backs in 2002, and was traded to the A's in a 2007 package for Dan Haren and Connor Robertson. 

 

Jon Gray, RHP 

Born: Shawnee, Okla. 

DOB: 11/5/1991 

HS: Chandler High School (Okla.) 

College: University of Oklahoma 

Minors: Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• Gray regularly touches 98 mph with his fastball, but he has also shown power at the plate: On July 5 against the Reds at 

Coors Field, Gray launched a 467-foot home run into the right-center-field bullpen, which to that point had been the 

longest home run hit by a Rockie in 2017. Four days later, Blackmon belted a 477-foot shot to right field against the White 

Sox at Coors. Blackmon later said he wanted to be sure a pitcher didn't hold the record for longest Rockies homer of the 

season. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/433587/felix-hernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
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Ryan Hanigan, C 

Born: Washington, D.C. 

DOB: 8/16/1980 

HS: Andover High School (Mass.) 

College: Rollins College (Fla.) 

Minors: Dayton (A), Potomac (A+), AZFL Mesa (Fall League), Chattanooga (AA), Louisville (AAA) 

• Hanigan has caught two no-hitters in his career, both while a backstop for the Reds, and both thrown by right-

hander Homer Bailey. The first came on Sept. 28, 2012, when Bailey no-hit the Pirates, and the other on July 2, 2013, 

when he no-hit the Giants. 

 

Jeff Hoffman, RHP 

Born: Latham, N.Y. 

DOB: 1/8/1993 

HS: Shaker High School (N.Y.) 

College: East Carolina University (N.C.) 

Minors: Dunedin (A+), New Britain (AA), New Hampshire (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• Hoffman is one of six current Major League pitchers to come out of East Carolina University: the A's Jharel Cotton, the 

Twins' Chris Heston, the Orioles' Mike Wright, and the Indians' Shawn Armstrong are the others. 

 

Greg Holland, RHP 

Born: Marion, N.C. 

DOB: 11/20/1985 

HS: McDowell High School (N.C.) 

College: Western Carolina University (N.C.) 

Minors: Idaho Falls (R), Wilmington (A+) Northwest Arkansas (AA), Omaha (AAA) 

• Holland holds the Royals franchise record with 47 saves in 2013. In 2014, he tied a Major League record with seven 

postseason saves as he helped Kansas City reach the World Series for the first time in 29 years. He also tied a Major 

League record by recording a save in all four games of the AL Championship Series against the Orioles that October. 

 

DJ LeMahieu, 2B 

Born: Visalia, Calif. 

DOB: 7/13/1988 

HS: Brother Rice High School (Mich.) 

College: Louisiana State University 

Minors: ARIZ Cubs (R), Peoria (A), Daytona (A+), AZFL Mesa (Fall League), Tennessee (AA), Iowa (AAA), Colorado 

http://m.mlb.com/player/452672/ryan-hanigan
http://m.mlb.com/player/456701/homer-bailey
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/605194/jharel-cotton
http://m.mlb.com/player/518790/chris-heston
http://m.mlb.com/player/605541/mike-wright
http://m.mlb.com/player/542888/shawn-armstrong
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
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Springs (AAA) 

• LeMahieu won the 2016 NL batting title by hitting .348, which was the highest batting average in a single season by a 

player whose primary position is second base since Rod Carew hit .359 in 1975. 

 

Jonathan Lucroy, C 

Born: Eustis, Fla. 

DOB: 6/13/1986 

HS: Umatilla High School (Fla.) 

College: University of Louisiana at Lafayette 

Minors: Helena (R), North Shore (Winter Rookie League), West Virginia (A), Brevard County (A+), Huntsville (AA), AZFL 

Peoria Javelinas (Fall League), Nashville (AAA) 

• No catcher in baseball history dating back to 1901 has ever had more doubles in a single season than Lucroy's 46 in 

2014 while he was with the Brewers. The previous record for doubles while playing catcher was 45, by Hall of Famer Ivan 

Rodriguez in 1996. 

 

German Marquez, RHP 

Born: San Feliz, Venezuela 

DOB: 2/22/1995 

Minors: Bowling Green (A), Charlotte (A+), Hartford (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• Twice this season, Marquez has taken a no-hitter into the sixth inning or later, first doing so against the Cubs at Coors 

Field on May 10, when it was broken up by a Kris Bryant double to lead off the seventh. The second occasion was at 

Washington on July 29, when the Nationals' Matt Wieters lined a single to left with one out in the sixth. 

 

Jake McGee, LHP 

Born: San Jose, Calif. 

DOB: 8/16/1986 

HS: Reed High School (Nev.) 

Minors: Hudson Valley (A-), Southwest Michigan (A), Charlotte (A+), Vero Beach (A+), Montgomery (AA), Durham (AAA) 

• In McGee's Major League debut for the Rays on Sept.14, 2010, his first career strikeout was of Yankees shortstop Derek 

Jeter. 

 

Pat Neshek, RHP 

Born: Madison, Wis. 

DOB: 9/4/1980 

HS: Park Center High School (Minn.) 

College: Butler University (Ind.) 

http://m.mlb.com/player/518960/jonathan-lucroy
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/446308/matt-wieters
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/450212/pat-neshek
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Minors: Fort Myers (A+), Quad Cities (A), New Britain (AA), Rochester (AAA) 

• Neshek is an avid memorabilia collector, including a very large collection of baseball cards. He has said he receives 75-

100 letters a week with requests for cards to be autographed, and does his best to autograph and return each one. 

Oftentimes, in exchange for his autograph, fans will send him autographed cards that they have, as he continues his 

quest to collect as many as possible. Neshek also has other unique pieces of history, including a signature of Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 

 

Scott Oberg, RHP 

Born: Tewksbury, Mass. 

DOB: 3/13/1990 

HS: Tewksbury Memorial High School (Mass.) 

College: University of Connecticut 

Minors: Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• Oberg is one of four active Major League players out of UConn; the others are the Astros' George Springer, the D-

backs' Nick Ahmed and Red Sox pitcher Matt Barnes. 

 

Adam Ottavino, RHP 

Born: New York, N.Y. 

DOB: 11/22/1985 

HS: Berkeley Carroll High School (N.Y.) 

College: Northeastern University (Mass.) 

Minors: State College (A-), Quad Cities (A), Palm Beach (A+), Springfield (AA), Memphis (AAA) 

• Ottavino has studied sabermetrics to change his results on the mound, including implementing a high fastball strategy he 

gleaned from a Fangraphs article in 2014 that detailed other hurlers, including Sean Doolittle, Lance Lynn and Jordan 

Zimmermann. The result was a lowered ERA, from 4.12 in the first half of that season, to 2.53 in the second half. 

 

Gerardo Parra, OF 

Born: Santa Barbara, Venezuela 

DOB: 5/6/1987 

HS: Liceo Francisco Pulgar (Venezuela) 

Minors: Missoula (R), South Bend (A), Visalia (A+), Mobile (AA), Reno (AAA) 

• On May 13, 2009, Parra became the 100th player in MLB history to homer in his first career at-bat, doing so for the D-

backs against the Reds in Arizona. He homered off right-hander Johnny Cueto. 

 

Mark Reynolds, 1B 

Born: Pikeville, Ky. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/543807/george-springer
http://m.mlb.com/player/605113/nick-ahmed
http://m.mlb.com/player/598264/matt-barnes
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/448281/sean-doolittle
http://m.mlb.com/player/458681/lance-lynn
http://m.mlb.com/player/519455/jordan-zimmermann
http://m.mlb.com/player/519455/jordan-zimmermann
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
http://m.mlb.com/player/456501/johnny-cueto
http://m.mlb.com/player/448602/mark-reynolds


    

16 
 

DOB: 8/3/1983 

HS: First Colonial High School (Va.) 

College: University of Virginia 

Minors: Yakima (A-), South Bend (A), Lancaster (A+), AZFL Scottsdale (Fall League), Tennessee (AA) 

• Reynolds was an AAU teammate of Melvin Upton Jr., and later played on a travel showcase team with Melvin's brother 

Justin, David Wright and Ryan Zimmerman. Reynolds and Zimmerman would later be teammates at the University of 

Virginia. 

 

Chris Rusin, LHP 

Born: Detroit, Mich. 

DOB: 10/22/1986 

HS: Divine Child High School (Mich.) 

College: University of Kentucky 

Minors: Boise (A-), Daytona (A+), Tennessee (AA), Iowa (AAA) 

• Rusin was on the mound on Aug. 7, 2016, when Ichiro Suzuki collected his 3,000th hit, a triple off the right-field wall at 

Coors Field on a 2-0 slider. 

 

Antonio Senzatela, RHP 

Born: Valencia, Venezuela 

DOB: 1/21/1995 

Minors: Tri-City (A-), Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), Hartford (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• In his first month in the big leagues, Senzatela was named the NL Rookie of the Month after posting a 2.81 ERA over his 

first five Major League starts. 

 

Trevor Story, SS 

Born: Irving, Texas 

DOB: 11/15/1992 

HS: Irving High School (Texas) 

Minors: Casper (R), Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), Tulsa (AA), New Britain (AA), Albuquerque (AAA) 

• In the first six games of the 2016 season (also the first six games of his career), Story hit seven home runs, setting an 

MLB record for most homers through a team's first six games. The previous mark of six was held by three players: Walker 

(for the Rockies in 1997), Mike Schmidt (1976) and Willie Mays (1964). 

 

Raimel Tapia, RF 

Born: San Pedro de Macoris, Dominican Republic 

DOB: 2/4/1994 

http://m.mlb.com/player/425834/melvin-upton-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/431151/david-wright
http://m.mlb.com/player/475582/ryan-zimmerman
http://m.mlb.com/player/543734/chris-rusin
http://m.mlb.com/player/400085/ichiro-suzuki
http://m.mlb.com/player/622608/antonio-senzatela
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/606132/raimel-tapia
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Minors: Grand Junction (R), Asheville (A), AZFL Salt River (Fall League), Modesto (A+), Hartford (AA), Albuquerque 

(AAA) 

• Tapia regularly talks to his bat when he's at the plate. "I've been doing it since I was 13 or 14, when I was in Little 

League," he said in June. "Whatever it was, metal bat, wood bat, broomstick, whatever I had in my hand." 

 

Pat Valaika, INF/OF 

Born: Valencia, Calif. 

DOB: 9/9/1992 

HS: William S. Hart High School (Calif.) 

College: UCLA 

Minors: Tri-City (A-), Asheville (A), Modesto (A+), New Britain (AA), AZFL Salt River (Fall League), Hartford (AA), 

Albuquerque (AAA) 

• Valaika was one of nine Major League players to homer on both Mother's Day and Father's Day in 2017 (Arenado was 

one of the others to do so). Valaika hit two homers on Mother's Day and one on Father's Day -- he didn't even start in the 

Father's Day contest against the Giants at Coors Field, but hit a pinch-hit homer to left. 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/642162/pat-valaika
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Rockies clinch first playoff spot since 2009 as Cardinals eliminate Brewers 
The Rockies (87-73) will now play at Arizona at 6:08 p.m. Wednesday 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post | September 30, 2017 at 11:10 pm 
 
Nolan Arenado stood in the Rockies clubhouse late Saturday night, soaked in a playoff cocktail of champagne and Coors 
Light. 
 
“This is impossible to explain, the greatest feeling in the world,” the all-star third baseman said, his eyes red, but happy.  
“When we won the WBC (World Baseball Classic) I wore goggles, but I told myself if I ever made it with the Rockies. I 
wouldn’t wear goggles. I wanted to feel the burn.” 
 
He got his wish. 
 
 Colorado Rockies ✔@Rockies 
We're in! Now we celebrate!#Rocktober � 
 
All around him, teammates, coaches and staff partied like they had won the World Series. That goal is a quantum leap of 
faith into the future, but the Rockies are going back to the postseason. 
 
The clinching moment came Saturday afternoon as the Rockies watched on TV from their then-dry clubhouse as St. Louis 
rallied from a 6-0 deficit to beat Milwaukee 7-6 at Busch Stadium, eliminating the Brewers (85-76) and landing the Rockies 
in playoffs for the first time since 2009. 
 
“This is what we have been working so hard for, and for such a long time,” said center fielder Charlie Blackmon, who has 
set a major-league record with 102 RBIs from the leadoff spot. “This is what you dream about as kids. We were just 
asking for a chance, and we sneaked in there, just under the wire. I wouldn’t have it any other way, to be honest.” 
 
 
Under the steerage of first-year manager Bud Black, the Rockies earned the National League’s second wild-card spot, 
wiping out six consecutive seasons of losing baseball. 
 
Fans at Coors Field who turned out early for the game between the Rockies and Dodgers watched the final outs of the 
Brewers’ game on the giant video board above the left-field stands. The fans let out a cheer when Cardinals reliever Juan 
Nicasio, the former Rockies starter, struck out the Brewers’ Brett Phillips on a full-count fastball. 
 
The Rockies (87-74) will now play at Arizona (92-69) at 6:08 p.m. (MDT) Wednesday at Chase Field. The winner of the 
Rockies-Diamondbacks one-game playoff will advance to the NL division series against the Dodgers beginning Friday in 
Los Angeles. 
 
The Rockies lost 5-3 to the Dodgers on Saturday night, but it didn’t matter. 
 
“This is the best year of my life,” right fielder Carlos Gonzalez said, who embraced about every person he came in contact 
with as the carpet inside the clubhouse soaked up the suds. 
 
Gonzalez is the only member of the current Rockies who played for the 2009 club that lost to Philadelphia in the NLDS. 
 
“Eight years later? That’s crazy,” Gonzalez said. “It shows you it doesn’t matter all the talent you have, it’s all about being 
on the same page. Everybody has been pulling for each other since Day One. 
 
“We believed we were a really good team. Sometimes, it’s just that simple for some players. You know, ‘Hey, you’re good. 
You can beat anybody.’ ” 
  
Colorado Rockies ✔@Rockies 
#Rocktober has arrived! � 
 
On Wednesday, Colorado will try to do just that. It’s likely starter will be right-hander Jon Gray (10-4, 3.67 ERA), who’ll 
have to match Diamondbacks right-hander Zack Greinke (17-7, 3.20), a former Cy Young Award winner. 
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The 2017 season has not been an easy road for the Rockies. 
 
They got out of the blocks quickly, as they often do, holding down first place in the NL West as late as June 20 when they 
had a 47-26 record. But are only 35-34 since the all-star break. Their season was saved by a six-game winning streak 
through Los Angeles and Arizona from Sept. 7-12. 
 
Colorado’s charge to the postseason was led by Arenado and Blackmon, both legitimate NL MVP candidates. They have 
37 home runs apiece, and Blackmon has 104 RBIs — including 103, a major- league record, as a leadoff hitter. 
 
This will be the first postseason appearance for Black, who managed San Diego from 2007 into part of 2015. 
 
“I told you guys a long time ago that I thought this was possible,” Black said. “I knew that we had some good young 
starting pitching to develop. And I tell you what, I felt good about our bullpen in spring training, the veteran aspect of it. 
And they had to do it for six months, but it came together.” 
 
WheN Black was introduced as the seventh manager in Rockies history last  Nov. 7, he said: “I’m excited about this group 
of players and this franchise and where it’s headed. There’s a couple of teams we need to chase down, which I think 
we’re gonna.” 
 
The Rockies didn’t do that, finishing behind both the Dodgers and the Diamondbacks in the division, but they made huge 
strides, particularly on the mound. 
 
The Rockies had a 4.91 ERA in 2016, tied with Cincinnati for 13th out of 15 National League teams. Arizona, with a 5.09 
ERA, was the only club that pitched worse. 
 
Colorado’s bullpen was its Achilles’ heel. The Rockies blew 28 saves and their 5.13 bullpen ERA was the worst in 
baseball and the worst for the Rockies since 2004. 
 
This season, behind a corps of rookie starters that included German Marquez, Kyle Freeland, Antonio Senzatela and Jeff 
Hoffman, Colorado’s starters entered Saturday with a 4.58 ERA, ninth in the NL. 
 
The bullpen, anchored by new closer Greg Holland and his 41 saves, through Friday had whittled its ERA down to 4.37 
and blew only 14 saves. 
 
Gray, who will be counted on to quiet Arizona’s potent lineup Wednesday, has come into his own. He has made 13 
consecutive starts allowing three runs or fewer, the second-longest such-streak in franchise history. 
 
General manager Jeff Bridich, the architect of the 2017 team, said: “This is so gratifying for the organization because of 
the hard work of everybody. We set certain goals, not just for this year, but in years past, that we’ve been able to achieve. 
 
“It’s a step-by-step process, but to see this come to fruition, to see these guys celebrate, to see these guys party like this, 
that’s what’s most gratifying.” 
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Rockies play to a draw against Clayton Kershaw before falling to the Dodgers in a postseason tuneup 
Saturday night, the Rockies continued to pester the pitcher who should not be pressured 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post | September 30, 2017 at 11:31 pm 
 
The Rockies will need to learn some things on the fly as they step into the postseason for the first time in eight years, a 
drought that lasted longer than most of their players’ careers. Take, for example, Charlie Blackmon‘s curtain call. 
 
Colorado’s all-star center fielder on Friday blasted a second-deck home run to right field and the sellout crowd at Coors 
Field stood in applause to demand that he tip his cap. 
 
“I’ve never done that before. I didn’t really know what to do,” Blackmon said. “Ian (Desmond) told me to go up there. I 
said, ‘Go where?’ And then I figured out what was going on.” 
 
Saturday night, the Rockies continued to pester the pitcher pressures so many other teams. In the Dodgers’ 5-3 victory, 
Colorado clipped ace left-hander Clayton Kershaw for three runs in the second inning. On their way to the National 
League’s wild-card game at Arizona on Wednesday night, the Rockies have not learned to be intimidated. 
 
Carlos Gonzalez hit a solo homer off Kershaw to lead off the second inning, then Jonathan Lucroy ripped a run-scoring 
double down the left-field line and Blackmon singled in another tally, his 104th RBI this season. 
 
“I want to play playoff baseball. I really want that,” Blackmon said. “But I’m trying my best to treat every baseball game like 
a regular baseball game. That will give me the best chance to perform well.” 
 
Well before another sellout crowd of 48,103 settled into the seats, the Rockies celebrated in skivvies after Milwaukee lost 
in St. Louis, eliminating their last remaining threat. A matchup against Kershaw became a secondary concern, at least 
long enough for the Rockies to jump on chairs and whoop through their clubhouse. 
 
But the Rockies played their first string to a draw with the Dodgers. German Marquez, a 22-year-old rookie from 
Venezuela, pitched six efficient innings. He allowed only six hits and three runs, likely solidifying a spot in the Rockies’ 
postseason rotation if they can eliminate the Diamondbacks in Phoenix on Wednesday. Marquez issued only one walk 
and threw just 73 pitches. 
 
Yasiel Puig hit a two-run homer to the bullpens in the fifth inning off Marquez to tie the score 3-3 and Chris Taylor’s 
groundout in the seventh scored Puig to give the Dodgers a one-run lead. Chase Utley doubled in the ninth off Colorado 
closer Greg Holland to score Puig for a fourth time. 
 
By the fifth inning, Rockies manager Bud Black cycled in his bench players. 
 
If the NL standings were settled, the Rockies’ attack on Kershaw was not. The three-time Cy Young Award winner gave 
up seven hits and three runs over four innings, his briefest outing since the Rockies tagged him for four runs in just 3 2/3 
innings at Los Angeles on Sept. 7. 
 
Saturday’s start was a tuneup for Kershaw before he starts Game 1 of a National League division series Friday. Dodgers 
manager Dave Roberts left Kershaw’s length up to him. He left after only 57 pitches. 
 
In six starts against the Rockies this season, Kershaw has a 4.01 ERA in 33 2/3 innings — his highest ERA against a 
team he has faced more than once. But he will finish with the NL’s lowest ERA (2.31). He has lowered his career ERA 
every season for the past nine years, to 2.36. 
 
The Rockies, meanwhile, have homered in six consecutive games. They have scored 37 runs through five games on this 
homestand. They have one game remaining to extend the third-best record in club history. 
 
“If there’s a time to start doing it all,” Blackmon said, “now is a good time.” 
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If the Rockies have an Andrew Miller, it’s Chris Rusin. And Colorado’s bullpen ready for the “magnitude.” 
He can pitch in high-leverage single-batter outings or throw over multiple innings 
By NICK GROKE | ngroke@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
September 30, 2017 at 8:16 pm 
 
The benefit of runaway late-season victories put the Rockies in a favorable position heading toward the playoffs. A bullpen 
that has carried them so often is rested and ready to extend its reach. 
 
Colorado’s relief corps has been the second-best unit in the National League this season, measured by WAR (wins above 
replacement), according to Fangraphs. Their 6.4 mark is sixth-best in the majors and trails only the Dodgers, at 7.1, in the 
NL. 
 
And if the Rockies have an Andrew Miller, lefty long man Chris Rusin is it. Miller last season set playoff records for both 
strikeouts and scoreless innings as a reliever. Cleveland rode him through multiple-inning outings all the way to the World 
Series. 
 
Rusin is a Rockies key. His 191 ERA-plus (a park-adjusted earned-run average that sands down Coors Field‘s effects) is 
the best among all Rockies pitchers. He can pitch in high-leverage single-batter outings or throw over multiple innings. 
 
 “Adrenaline takes over at that point,” Rusin said Saturday. “It doesn’t matter what your body feels like because you’re 
numb anyway. It’s what you work all season for. Just lay it all on the line.” 
 
And in the postseason, Colorado’s bullpen will be charged with handling smaller battles. 
 
“You shorten the game, within the game,” Rockies lefty Jake McGee said. “That’s how bullpens are run a lot in the 
playoffs.” 
 
While Colorado manager Bud Black is forced to consider his bullpen management not only during a game in, say, June, 
but also two or three weeks later. He can’t burn out all his arms on one win at the expense of seven other games, for 
example. 
 
But in the postseason, the stakes are raised, and the best pitchers get leaned on even more. For the Rockies, that means 
Rusin, McGee, closer Greg Holland, Pat Neshek and matchup lefty Mike Dunn. Scott Oberg and Carlos Estevez set up as 
a hard-throwing strikeout specialists. Antonio Senzatela may get a long-relief role. A starter or two, also, might end up in 
the pen. Zac Rosscup could also be used, as a left-on-left matchup. 
 
Pitchers will see their roles expand. High-leverage situations might occur as early as the fifth inning for a reliever, even 
those arms more accustomed to late innings. 
 
How Black manages his bullpen will fall to a simple precept. 
 
“When called upon, get outs,” he said. “The magnitude of one game changes things. It goes back to Rule No. 1: Be ready 
for anything.” 
 
Dodgers dealing. Los Angeles manager Dave Roberts assigned right-hander Yu Darvish a bullpen session on the mound 
at Coors Field. Darvish moved from the Rangers to the Dodgers as the highest-profile trade deadline acquisition in July. 
He was meant to be a No. 2 behind Clayton Kershaw in the Dodgers’ rotation. 
 
But Roberts has eyes on Darvish pitching at Coors Field in Game 3 of the National League division series, if it should fall 
that way. Darvish has never pitched a game in Denver. His bullpen session was an introduction. 
 
Footnotes. Gerardo Parra was out of the Rockies starting lineup for a fourth consecutive game, ceding his spot to Ian 
Desmond in left field and Mark Reynolds at first base. Black stacked right-handers against the lefty Kershaw. But Parra is 
1-for-22 over his last six games. 
 
Looking ahead … 
Tyler Anderson #44 of the Colorado Rockies pitches during the first inning of a baseball game against the San Diego 
Padres at PETCO Park on Sept. 21, 2017 in San Diego, Calif. 
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Dodgers TBA at Rockies LHP Tyler Anderson (6-6, 4.81 ERA), Sunday 1:10 p.m. AT&T SportsNet, 630 AM 
 
Anderson will pitch his final regular-season outing after making a late move to secure the No. 2 spot in the Rockies 
rotation. He has been outstanding of late, with three scoreless outings in his past four starts. Last week, Anderson gave 
up just four hits in seven shutdown innings against the Miami Marlins for his sixth victory. He struck out five and, more 
importantly, did not walk a batter. If the Rockies can get that far, Anderson would likely start Game 1 of the National 
League Division Series at Los Angeles on Friday. Meanwhile, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts was undecided for his 
Sunday starter. He said Ross Stripling (3-5, 3.86) would be in play if the right-hander did not pitch in relief Saturday. Nick 
Groke, The Denver Post 
 
Wednesday NL wild card: Rockies RHP Jon Gray (10-4, 3.67) at Diamondbacks Zack Greinke (17-7, 3.20), 6:08 p.m., 
TBS 
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MLB Playoffs 2017: A pitching plan for the Colorado Rockies in the Wild Card Game 
There’s no reason the Rockies should limit themselves to just one starter in the Wild Card game. 
By Ryan Freemyer - Oct 1, 2017, 8:00am MDT / Purple Row 

A one-game, winner-take-all playoff is equal parts exciting and terrifying. On one hand, the team is one great pitching 
performance or one big swing away from moving onto the next round. On the other hand, if your ace has an off night or 
there’s a bad hop that causes an error, your season could be over just like that. 

The games also force managers to be creative and do things they wouldn’t normally do, especially on the pitching side of 
things. A top pitcher might be asked to pitch on short rest, someone who normally starts might be asked to pitch out of the 
bullpen, or a top reliever may be asked to extend beyond how long he normally pitches. These are things that likely aren’t 
practical or sustainable over the 162 games of the regular season, but when one game determines whether a team moves 
on or is finished, anything goes. 

Now that the Rockies have clinched the second wild card position, they will face the Arizona Diamondbacks on 
Wednesday. It’s time to start thinking about what the Rockies can do to maximize their chances of winning that game in 
order to advance into the National League Division Series against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

Conventional wisdom suggests the Rockies should simply give the ball to Jon Gray and either win or lose the game on the 
strength of his right arm. If this is what the Rockies choose to do, there’s certainly merit in that decision. Among 63 
National League starters with 100 or more innings pitched, Gray currently ranks 10th in park-adjusted ERA- and xFIP- and 
is in a tie for third in park-adjusted FIP-. He’s also thrown five or more innings and allowed three or fewer earned runs in 
13 consecutive starts, the longest streak for any major league pitcher this season. 

There’s no question Gray is the most likely of any Rockies’ starter to both keep them in the game and put the team on his 
back with a dominant performance. If there’s one spot of concern with Gray, it’s getting through the opposing order a 
second time. Take a look at the disparity in his numbers the first time facing someone in a game compared to the second 
time: 

Jon Gray first and second time through the batting order 

AVG OBP SLG K/BB 
    

0.172 0.226 0.276 5.33 

0.344 0.396 0.526 3 

The first time through the batting order, Gray has been nothing short of dominant. His .502 OPS against is more than 100 
points lower than the worst qualified hitter in baseball this season, Alex Gordon. The second time through, however, has 
been another story. His OPS against spikes all the way up to .922. That’s roughly Daniel Murphy’s OPS. The easiest way 
to avoid this, of course, is to simply not let Gray go through the batting order more than once. 

This sounds great, but it raises another question. How do the Rockies get through the rest of the game? If Gray’s OBP 
against of .226 the first time through the order holds true, he would be expected to get seven of the first nine batters out. 
Now, if Gray has his best stuff and is perfect through the first nine hitters—three innings—with six strikeouts (or something 
similar), the Rockies are probably best suited to leave him in the game. In a typical Jon Gray game, however, the idea is 
to get him out after going through the order once to avoid the spike in offense we typically see the second time through 
the order. In this scenario, it leaves the bullpen to pick up about 20 outs, or 62⁄3innings. Since this isn’t something you’d 
typically ask a bullpen to do, we’ll have to get creative in how to do it. 

This is where super reliever Chris Rusin and starting pitcher Germán Márquez come in. Take a look at how each of them 
do their first time facing an opposing hitter in a game, respectively: 

Chris Rusin and Germán Márquez first time through the order 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/los-angeles-dodgers
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/244745/jon-gray
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/151441/chris-rusin


    

24 
 

AVG OBP SLG K/BB 
    

0.236 0.285 0.339 3.67 

0.241 0.296 0.401 4 

It’s unconventional, but allowing Rusin and Márquez—who each have experience working out of the bullpen—to take one 
trip through the order after Gray would prevent any Diamondbacks hitter from getting to see the same pitcher twice, and is 
also likely to get you about as far into the game as having Gray throw his usual ~100 pitches would. If Rusin and 
Márquez’s respective OBP against of .285 and .296, respectively, were to hold true, they’d each be expected to get about 
six outs in the nine hitters they face. Add those (roughly) 12 outs to the seven outs they got from Gray, and you’ve taken 
care of 19 outs, or 61⁄3 IP. That would actually be slightly longer than Gray’s average start of 52⁄3 IP in 2017, not counting 
his injury- or rain-shortened outings. 

From there, the Rockies would need only eight outs (give or take) from the trio of Greg Holland, Jake McGee, and Pat 
Neshek, which wouldn’t be much different than what’s asked from them in a typical game the Rockies lead—of course, it’s 
likely they would be asked to pitch in this particular game even if the Rockies are behind. On paper, it’s a strategy that 
would maximize the Rockies’ potential for keeping the Diamondbacks off the scoreboard. 

If they’re able to win, the benefits of this could extend beyond just the Wild Card game. Giving Gray only nine hitters in 
this game at his average of 3.94 pitches per plate appearance means he would throw somewhere in the neighborhood of 
35 pitches. A pitch count that low means he would likely be able to come back and pitch game two of the NLDS. That, in 
turn, means he’d also be available for a potential game five on normal rest. Were he to make a typical start in the Wild 
Card game, he wouldn’t be able to pitch until game three in the NLDS and, if a game five happened, he would be very 
limited or completely unavailable on just two days rest. Not only does it maximize their opportunity to win the Wild Card 
game, it also maximizes the amount the Rockies would be able to use their best pitcher in the following series. 

Giving Jon Gray, Chris Rusin, and Germán Márquez each one trip through the batting order in the Wild Card game would 
certainly be unconventional. It might even be a little weird. That’s okay, though. To win in the postseason, sometimes you 
have to get weird. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/112599/greg-holland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31730/jake-mcgee
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/753/pat-neshek
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/753/pat-neshek
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Matt Holliday touched home plate for the Colorado Rockies 10 years ago today against the San Diego Padres in 
Game 163 
By Russ Oates - Oct 1, 2017, 7:00am MDT / Purple Row 
 
And that’s all I have to say about that. 
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From Worst To Wild Card: How the Rockies improved by 20 games in two years 
By Jake Shapiro on October 1, 2017 / BSN Denver 
 
DENVER – On February 3, 2015, the Colorado Rockies signed eight-year veteran righty Kyle Kendrick to a one-year 
contract worth $5.5 million. Kendrick, a member of the Phillies 2007 club that lost to Colorado in the NLDS, carried a 74-
68 career record with a 4.42 ERA in 1,138.2 innings. 
 
The Rockies’ soul purpose for signing Kendrick was to eat innings. It was an arranged marriage, but truthfully it was the 
Rockies’ best option. He started on opening day in a rotation that included Jorge De La Rosa, Eddie Buttler, Chad Bettis 
and David Hale. 
 
Kendrick was not a good pitcher for the Rockies but he was one of Jeff Bridich’s first signings as general manager and he 
gave Bridich the opportunity to do something that he was never able to do while serving as senior director of player 
development under Dan O’Dowd. 
 
The mere presence of Kendrick allowed Bridich to keep Jon Gray in the minors, learning and developing, unlike the many 
prospects before him who were rushed to the majors in the midst of mid-season failure. 
 
Tied up by injuries in 2014, the once No. 24 prospect in all of baseball, Eddie Butler, was forcibly promoted from Double-
A, due to lack of organizational depth. The move was made based on the recommendation of Bridich, who would later say 
this was one of the biggest mistakes of his career. 
 
 Kendrick ate innings for a team that would go on to win 68 games. 
 
But the biggest story that season came on July, 28. Superstar shortstop Troy Tulowitzki was finally dealt to the Toronto 
Blue Jays after years of rumors. It was quite the bold blockbuster, especially just a few months into Bridich’s tenure. 
 
Fans quit caring and the product and experience left such a bad taste in people’s mouth’s that even budding third 
baseman Nolan Arenado was on the record, saying he was bummed out that Colorado didn’t appear to pick up anything 
that would help them in the immediate future. Fans and media largely agreed, seeing no clear future direction for the 
team. 
 
Seven days later Jon Gray made his debut. 
 
Kendrick would soon be out of the majors but his 27 starts were enough to not force the latest Rockies’ top prospect to the 
big leagues before he was ready. 
 
That one decision in 2014 appears to have paid off. 
 
On Wednesday night, Jon Gray will have the ball, riding a hotter hand than 2015’s Cy Young runner-up Zack Greinke. The 
two will meet on a mound in Phoenix, each representing their given franchise’s most important duel in this current decade. 
 
A lot has changed since 2015. 
 
When Gray stepped out on a big league mound for the first time, throwing four innings of two-run ball against Seattle, he 
was doing so in front of an empty Coors Field. It was just the second home game after Tulo was traded. 
 
Gray went from a cool story on a team nobody wanted to hear from again to getting the ball on the game’s biggest stage, 
in a season in which the Rockies just won their 87th game. 
 
Start by start, Gray represented the club’s rise from being a laughing stock to a playoff contender, and now he’s here. 
 
No team in baseball is great because of one player. And honestly, Gray hasn’t even been one of the Rockies’ two best 
players this season. But he has been the symbol of Colorado’s organizational shift and change in attitude, which refuted 
any excuses for failure. 
 
Gray became the blueprint for success, proof that pitching at altitude was something that was not only possible but best 
achieved by in-house development. The flame-throwing, slider-wielding, Wolf on the mound, provided the roadmap for 
Tyler Anderson, Kyle Freeland, German Marquez, Jeff Hoffman, Antonio Senzatela and more to come. 
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It is a roadmap that Bridich learned after his big blunder in 2014. 
 
With the franchise’s change in outlook on pitching, coupled with the talent that Bridich has drafted, signed, and developed, 
the Rockies have organizational depth for the first time in a long time, and it’s allowing them to succeed. 
 
Bud Black has expertly used that depth and has made no excuses while doing so. The attitude that has been instilled at 
the minor league level is the same Bud Black brought to the big leagues; No excuses, execute or be sent down. 
 
Black himself said on Friday, “Pitching drives the train. Once we got to spring training, about halfway through, I really 
started to see the talent and the depth. Then, the season started and I saw Senzatela and Freeland and Gray and thought 
‘if we can keep this up, we can stay in it all year.'” 
 
It takes a long-term look to see it but it’s the one Bridich had all along. One pitch, game or even draft pick—although that 
one in 2013 certainly helped—wasn’t going to change the Rockies. It took an adjustment from the top down, one that’s 
clearly been implanted since his first day in late 2014. 
 
The hurdles may be abstract and unclear to the public, but in hindsight, it’s really easy to see how the Rockies have 
improved 20 games in two seasons and made the playoffs for the first time in eight. 
  



    

28 
 

The Colorado Rockies are going to the playoffs 
By Jake Shapiro on September 30, 2017 / BSN Denver 
 
DENVER – It happened. At long last meaningful October baseball will come to the crisp mountain air of Colorado. 
 
For the first time since 2009 the Colorado Rockies are going to the postseason. With their 87-73 record coming into 
Saturday combined with Milwaukee’s loss the Denver nine have pegged down the second National League Wild Card 
spot. 
 
The Rockies will play in Arizona in the National League Wild Card game, first pitch is at 6:08 p.m. MT, and will be 
televised on TBS. The starters in that game are expected to be Zack Greinke and Jon Gray. 
 
The winner of that game will play the Los Angeles Dodgers in the NLDS which will start Friday, October, 6. 
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Meaningless loss to Dodgers won’t dampen Rockies’ spirits 
By Aniello Piro - September 30, 2017 / Mile High Sports 
 
Saturday was a fantastic day for the Colorado Rockies organization. Thanks to the St. Louis Cardinals defeating the 
Milwaukee Brewers, Colorado punched their ticket to the postseason for the first time since 2009 season. 
 
Fans gushed with joy at Coors Field ahead of Saturday’s game, rejoicing as the infamous ‘Rocktober’ feeling began to 
creep back into the confines of 20th and Blake. 
 
However, while Saturday was a win even before Rockies first pitch, the Los Angeles Dodgers managed to put a damper 
on what was the most exciting day for the organization in nearly a decade. 
 
Riding the momentum from earlier in the day, the Rockies plated three runs in the second inning against Dodgers’ ace 
Clayton Kershaw. A solo shot from Carlos Gonzalez, RBI double from trade-deadline addition Jonathan Lucroy, and a RBI 
single from MVP candidate Charlie Blackmon gave Colorado an early lead. 
 
From there, the Dodgers managed to claw back, manufacturing a run in the third and knotting things up in the fifth when 
Yasiel Puig hit a two-run home run. 
 
Los Angeles pulled ahead in the seventh when Chris Taylor hit a fielder’s choice back to the pitcher, scoring Puig. 
 
The Dodgers added another run in the ninth on a Chase Utley RBI double. 
 
German Marquez was decent in his start, logging six innings while surrendering three runs on six hits while striking out 
two. 
 
Having already clinched, Manager Bud Black opted to utilize youngsters Ryan McMahon, Raimel Tapia, and Mike 
Tauchman throughout the ball game, something that wouldn’t have happened if the Rockies were still fighting for a 
postseason spot. 
 
All in all, although the Rockies lost Saturday night, the results of the day were wholly positive for Colorado, who will face 
the Arizona Diamondbacks in the National League Wild Card game at Chase Field on Wednesday. 
 
The Rockies will conclude the regular season tomorrow Sunday. Tyler Anderson will start for the Rockies, with first pitch 
scheduled for 1:10 pm MDT. The Dodgers have yet to announce a starting pitcher. 
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Trials and tribulations: the road to Rocktober 
By Alissa Noe - September 30, 2017 / Mile High Sports 
 
No one ever said it was going to be easy. 
 
On Saturday afternoon, before the game at Coors Field in Denver even started, the Colorado Rockies secured a 
postseason bid when the Cardinals, down 6-0 early in their game, came back in the bottom of the eighth inning to 
narrowly defeat the Milwaukee Brewers, 7-6. 
 
The Rockies had to delay their own game 20 minutes for “weather,” which was code for “celebration.” There was no 
inclement weather at Coors Field. 
 
All season long, the Rockies have seen their fair share of peaks and valleys. At the beginning of the season, they were up 
as much as 21 games over .500, and all was right in the Rockies’ world. Then the slump came. 
 
The Rockies lost 10 out of 11 games at the end of June, and their serendipitous record looked to be headed to a 
wasteland. It certainly didn’t help that the Dodgers and Diamondbacks were hot on their trail; both teams would soon 
overtake their lead in the NL West. 
 
Neither the Dodgers (103-58) nor the Diamondbacks (92-69) have slowed down, and the Rockies have had to fight and 
scrap to hold their playoff position while battling within baseball’s toughest division. 
 
The Rockies didn’t battle only the schedule, or their division rivals — they had to combat injuries, as well. Midway through 
the season, prized free agent Ian Desmond was plagued by three stints on the disabled list, after a nagging calf strain just 
wouldn’t go away. After finally getting healthy again, he’s still struggled, hitting only .253 since he returned to play on 
August 28. 
 
All of that pales to the challenges that Chad Bettis overcame. Bettis went into spring training feeling good this year, but 
after being diagnosed with a recurrence of testicular cancer, he was forced to watch his team from afar. Until Sept. 10, 
that is. After beating the disease a second time, Bettis came back and shined in his season debut, and threw a near-
flawless performance with seven shutout innings. 
 
Carlos Gonzalez battled his way through the worst season of his major-league career, and while his .262 average on the 
season won’t impress, the free-agent-to-be has hit .365 with 12 doubles, five home runs and 15 RBI in September. As the 
only player who was on the team in 2009 — the last time the Rockies were in the postseason — the remarkable, 
memorable 2017 campaign likely has a different meaning to Gonzalez, who may be playing his final games in purple and 
black. 
 
Those games aren’t over yet. This scrappy, entertaining bunch — comprised of youngsters, veterans like Gonzalez and 
MVP candidates like Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon — have a date in the desert on Wednesday. 
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Rockies officially clinch National League Wild Card bid 
By Alissa Noe - September 30, 2017 / Mile High Sports 
 
Thanks to a stellar, series-opening win over the Dodgers on Friday night, a two-game lead on the Brewers going into 
Saturday — and a thrilling comeback win by the Cardinals over those same Brewers on Saturday afternoon — the 
Colorado Rockies officially clinched the National League’s final postseason spot. 
 
It doesn’t even matter what the Rockies do in Saturday’s game against Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw. For the first time 
since the 2009 season, they’re in. Ten years ago today, the Rockies were preparing for a play-in game against San 
Diego, as then-Padres manager Bud Black remembers all too well. That game was the pivot point for what came to be 
known as ‘Rocktober’; a magical run for the Rockies that culminated in their first and only National League pennant. They 
won’t need Game 163 this time around. 
 
Going into Saturday’s game at Coors Field in Denver, the Rockies held an 87-73 record, which was good for fifth-best in 
the National League and, more importantly, the second Wild Card spot. Thanks to the matinee game in St. Louis, Rockies 
fans that made it to the stadium early got to witness the moment on the scoreboard — and beneath those same stands, 
Rockies players did the same. 
 
Colorado Rockies ✔@Rockies 
#Rocktober has arrived! � 
 
The National League Wild Card game will be played at 8 p.m. Wednesday at Chase Field in Phoenix against the 
Diamondbacks, and it will be broadcast nationwide on TBS. Zack Greinke (17-7, 3.20) will be pitching for the 
Diamondbacks. The Rockies, with the pressure to win this weekend removed, have the opportunity to rest starter Jon 
Gray (10-4, 3.67), and it would be a shock if he wasn’t taking the mound for Colorado in Arizona Wednesday. 
 
While these final two regular-season games with the Dodgers don’t matter in the Rockies’ playoff chase anymore, the 
team will be taking notes. With a 10-7 advantage over the Dodgers thus far this season, the Rockies possess the league’s 
best record against the club that leads all of baseball with 102 wins. If the Rockies are victorious over the Diamondbacks 
in the one-game, winner-take-all Wild Card, they’ll visit these very same Dodgers in Los Angeles for the National League 
Division Series next Friday. 
 
Black and the Rockies aren’t looking that far ahead, of course. Like they say in baseball: you’ve got to take them one 
game at time. 
 



    

32 
 

Colorado Rockies: The moment the Rockies clinched a Wild Card berth 
By Kevin Henry- October 1, 2017 / Rox Pile 
 
Rocktober officially arrived in LoDo before the Colorado Rockies could even take the field for the second game of their 
three-game series against the Los Angeles Dodgers on Saturday night. 
 
As the St. Louis Cardinals officially eliminated the Milwaukee Brewers with a come-from-behind 7-6 victory at Busch 
Stadium, Coors Field exploded in cheers. With the game on the big screen and the audio blaring throughout the stadium, 
you couldn’t miss what was going on across Interstate 70. 
 
The moment the Brewers went down on their final strike, the energy and emotion in Coors Field spiked to a level that 
hasn’t been felt here in Denver since 2009. It’s been that long since Rocktober was officially a part of the Colorado 
Rockies vocabulary. On Saturday night, that changed. 
 
 
Video played on the scoreboard of the Rockies celebrating in the clubhouse. You don’t think the players wanted the 
postseason? Just watch this. 
 
You don’t think Nolan Arenado wanted to play past October 1? Check out this great picture. 
 
The beginning of the game on Saturday night was delayed because of weather officially. It’s very likely the only rain that 
could delay the start of the game was coming from the champagne flowing in the Rockies clubhouse. It’s OK. None of us 
waiting for the start of the game minded. Well, maybe Clayton Kershaw did, but other than him… 
 
You see, there’s something very special about finally making the postseason. It took 161-plus games for the Rockies to 
get there … but they did. 
 
As fans (and members of the media), we’ve been on this roller coaster ride together since spring training opened. We’ve 
talked about injuries, potential trades and players who were either performing at a high level or underperforming 
completely. We’ve witnessed Nolan’s incredible walkoff cycle and Chad Bettis kicking cancer right in the teeth. We’ve 
seen a lot so far this season. And you want to know the best part? It isn’t over. 
 
Moments like these don’t happen all of the time. Rockies fans know that all too well. Wherever you were on Saturday 
night, I hope you enjoyed it and soaked in the moment. You may have shed a tear or high-fived a complete stranger when 
the Rockies clinched. You may have raised a glass to the moment or chugged whatever was in the glass straight down. 
However you reacted, remember it and relish it. It’s been a while since we could celebrate a moment like that. 
 
Thank you Rockies for giving us so many memories this season. Now, it’s on to Rocktober. We can’t wait. 
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Colorado Rockies: 3 statistics we bet you didn’t know 
By Kevin Henry / September 30, 2017 / Rox Pile 
 
There are times that Colorado Rockies manager Bud Black will describe an interesting situation or head-
scratching moment as, “That’s just baseball.” A weird hop? Something that hasn’t happened in a game for 
years? Well, that’s just baseball, Black says. The quirks and strange happenings are just part of the game we all 
love. 
 
There have been some of those “That’s just baseball” moments for the Rockies lately. There are some statistics and 
moments that you look at and wonder not only how they happened … but also become very thankful that someone at 
Elias Sports or other statistical entities keeps track of who does what and when. 
 
Let’s take a look at some of the more interesting numbers we have seen in recent games for the Rockies. 
 
Two is close to three, but not close enough 
 
On Friday night, in a 9-1 throttling of the Los Angeles Dodgers, Nolan Arenado, Mark Reynolds, Charlie Blackmon and 
Trevor Story each hit a home run for the Rockies. All of those long balls came with two strikes and two outs in the inning. 
With that feat, the Rockies became the first team in 13 years to hit four two-out, two-strike home runs in one game. The 
Texas Rangers had four home runs with similar counts and inning scenarios on July 4, 2004 at Houston. Alfonso Soriano, 
Hank Blalock, Kevin Mench and Mark Teixeira hit those homers. 
 
Speaking of three… 
 
When Reynolds hit his homer on Friday night, he became just the third active Major League player to hit 30 homers in a 
season for three different teams. The 34-year-old Reynolds has accomplished the feat with Arizona, Baltimore and now 
Colorado. 
 
By the way, the other two players are Nelson Cruz and Curtis Granderson. Reynolds and Granderson (now with the 
Dodgers) are opposing each other this weekend at Coors Field. They could go against each other in the NLDS next week. 
 
Nazty and Nolan 
 
Blackmon is the third Major League leadoff hitter since 1914 to collect 85 or more extra base hits. His 86 extra-base hits 
are a National League record for a leadoff hitter, and the most since Grady Sizemore set the Major League mark with 92 
in 2006. 
 
Additionally, Arenado has 87 extra-base hits this season. That means the Rockies are the first team since the 2004 
Boston Red Sox (David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez) to have two players with at least 85 extra-base hits. 
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Colorado Rockies: Carlos Gonzalez, the postseason difference maker? 
By Brady Vernon – September 30, 2017 / Rox Pile 
 
Carlos Gonzalez might be playing his final games in purple pinstripes but his time isn’t over yet. For the 
Colorado Rockies to make a deep postseason run, they will need a quality performance from their right fielder. 
 
People will argue that the Rockies will be the weakest of the National League playoff teams and by a wide margin. 
Although, they don’t have the deepest rotation or a bullpen that strikes fear into opponents, they have the lineup to make 
a World Series run. Charlie Blackmon and Nolan Arenado have had MVP-caliber seasons. Of course, they’ll need 
production from more than those two to make a playoff run. They’ll need a hero who people don’t predict like most World 
Series teams. There are reasons to believe CarGo can be that guy for the Rockies. 
 
The success against Zack Greinke 
 
The Arizona Diamondbacks have already announced that right-hander Zack Greinke will start for the team on Wednesday 
for the NL wild-card game. In 18 starts this year at Chase Field, Greinke has had incredible numbers, having a record of 
13-1 while posting a 2.87 ERA. 
 
The Rockies have had their struggles with him this season. However, they have put up at least two runs in each of the five 
times they’ve faced him. To make any kind of postseason run, the Rockies obviously will need to win the one-game 
playoff in Arizona. It won’t be easy, especially as the clear underdogs but it only takes one swing of the bat to change the 
game. 
 
Gonzalez has had plenty of success against Greinke in his career, with a .333 average and 1.140 on-base plus slugging 
in 45 career plate appearances against Greinke. CarGo also has five home runs against the right-hander. With one big 
blast, Gonzalez can start something special. 
 
His success equals team success 
 
All Rockies fans know by now that Gonzalez is a streaky hitter, especially this year. Although, when he finds a way to get 
a multi-hit game, the Rockies have an outstanding record. When Carlos Gonzalez has multiple hits in a game this season, 
the Rockies are 24-7. This also includes his two home run game at Chase Field a couple of weeks ago. Gonzalez is 
currently in the hot part of his streakiness. He has posted a slash line of .371/.488/.743 this month before the start of the 
team’s final series against the Dodgers at Coors Field. 
 
His chance to stay in Colorado 
 
Depending on how things play out, this could be CarGo’s final games at Coors Field as part of the Rockies. On the other 
hand, it could be his saving grace with the team. If Gonzalez can keep up the hot streak and  help carry this team to 
another magical postseason run similar to what they did in 2007, he’ll be welcomed back with open arms. 
 
The Rockies have had a good one with Carlos Gonzalez but the show might not be over just yet. 
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Colorado Rockies: 3 things that stood out in Friday night’s win 
By Kevin Henry – September 30, 2017 / Rox Pile 
 
Colorado Rockies manager Bud Black had a very telling description of his team when he met with the media 
before Friday’s game against the Los Angeles Dodgers at Coors Field. 
 
“There’s a steely-eyed look that these guys have, which is awesome,” Black told Rox Pile and other media members. 
“There have been points during the course of the year where this group has been tested and they’ve responded. I feel 
good about that and I’ve felt good about that all year.” 
 
Those steel-like eyes were locked and loaded on Los Angeles starter Hyun-Jin Ryu early and often, pushing the Rockies 
to a 9-1 victory in perhaps the most anticipated game of the 2017 season. The win sliced Colorado’s magic number to just 
1 as Milwaukee staved off Wild Card elimination with a 5-3 decision over the Cardinals in St. Louis. While they may not 
have punched their postseason ticket just yet, Colorado guaranteed themselves no worse than a Monday play-in game 
against the Brewers in Denver. 
 
Here are three things that stood out to us on Friday night… 
 
Big start 
 
From the outset, it was clear Colorado was going to take care of its own business before worrying about anything 
happening in St. Louis. The Rockies scored three runs with two outs in the first, highlighted by home runs from Nolan 
Arenado and Mark Reynolds to stake an early 3-0 lead. 
 
“As an offense, we came together. It was good to score some runs in the first,” Arenado told Rox Pile and other media 
members after the game. 
The Rockies would expand the lead to 5-0 in the second inning on a towering two-out home run from Charlie Blackmon 
that landed in the right field’s second deck. The 454-foot blast gave Chuck Nazty 101 RBI from the leadoff position this 
season, establishing a new Major League record. 
 
Bettis was a beast 
 
While Colorado’s offense was clicking, so was Chad Bettis on the mound. Putting a cap on an emotional regular season 
after battling and beating cancer, Bettis came through with yet another solid performance against the Dodgers. 
 
The 28-year-old right-hander scattered four hits over seven innings, allowing just Justin Turner’s third-inning RBI single as 
the only scoring blemish. He finished his night by retiring the last 14 Dodgers he faced before Gerardo Parra pinch hit for 
him in the bottom of the seventh. 
 
“I think it was one of the better ones (starts) that I’ve had a feel for,” Bettis told Rox Pile and other media members after 
the game. “I don’t know if I’ll be able to replicate it but it’s definitely something I’ll be able to try to do.” 
 
Another chapter 
 
There were plenty of heroes for the Rockies on Friday, including Trevor Story who continues to heat up at the right time. 
Entering the game with a six-game hitting streak, Story put together a 3-for-3 performance against the Dodgers, finishing 
a double short of the cycle. 
  



    

36 
 

All Things Rockies  
Rocktober 2007: Extra, Extra, Rockies Win 
October 1, 2017 Tracy Ringolsby / Inside The Seams 
 
The Rockies had to work overtime — a 163rd game and a 13-inning game — but it was worth it. The Rockies finished 
their regular season with a 9-8, 13-inning victory against the Padres in a showdown for the NL wild-card spot. It was the 
final moment in a season-ending surge in which the Rockies won 14 of their final 15 games. 
They built off that success to sweep the Phillies in three games in the NL Division Series, and the D-Backs in four games 
in the NLCS, but after a nine-day layoff they lost the momentum and were swept themselves by the Red Sox. 
 
Holliday’s slide 
But like their season, the Rockies overcame the odds to win Game 163. The Padres took an 8-6 lead in the top of the 
13th, and had closer supreme Trevor Hoffman to pitch the bottom of the 13th. Hoffman, however, only retired on batter 
and that was Jamey Carroll when he delivered his game-winning sacrifice fly after Matt Holiday tripled home Troy 
Tulowitzki with the game-thing run. 
  
Baseball Almanac Box Scores 
San Diego Padres 8, Colorado Rockies 9 
Game played on Monday, October 1, 2007 at Coors Field 

San Diego Padres ab   r   h rbi 
Giles rf 5 2 1 1 
Hairston lf 7 2 2 2 
Kouzmanoff 3b 5 0 1 0 
  Thatcher p 0 0 0 0 
  Headley ph 1 0 1 0 
  Hoffman p 0 0 0 0 
Gonzalez 1b 6 1 3 4 
Greene ss 7 1 1 0 
Bard c 4 0 2 0 
  Bell p 0 0 0 0 
  Robles ph 1 0 0 0 
  Brocail p 0 0 0 0 
  Ensberg 3b 1 0 0 0 
Blum 2b 4 1 1 0 
Clark cf 4 0 1 1 
  Sledge ph 0 0 0 0 
  Cameron pr,cf 0 0 0 0 
  Myrow ph 1 0 0 0 
  Lane cf 0 0 0 0 
Peavy p 3 1 1 0 
  Barrett c 3 0 1 0 
Totals 52 8 15 8 

 

Colorado Rockies ab   r   h rbi 
Matsui 2b 6 2 2 1 
Tulowitzki ss 7 3 4 1 
Holliday lf 6 1 2 2 
Helton 1b 4 1 1 2 
Atkins 3b 3 0 2 1 
  Carroll pr,3b 2 0 1 1 
Hawpe rf 3 0 0 0 
Spilborghs cf 4 0 0 0 
  Fuentes p 0 0 0 0 
  Corpas p 0 0 0 0 
  Koshansky ph 1 0 0 0 
  Herges p 0 0 0 0 
  Baker ph 1 0 0 0 
  Julio p 0 0 0 0 
  Ortiz p 0 0 0 0 
Torrealba c 6 1 1 1 
Fogg p 2 0 0 0 
  Buchholz p 0 0 0 0 
  Affeldt p 0 0 0 0 
  Speier p 0 0 0 0 
  Smith ph 1 1 1 0 
  Hawkins p 0 0 0 0 
  Sullivan cf 2 0 0 0 
Totals 48 9 14 9 

 

San Diego 0 0 5  0 0 0  0 1 0  0 0 0  2 – 8 15 0 
Colorado 2 1 1  0 1 1  0 0 0  0 0 0  3 – 9 14 1 
 
  San Diego Padres IP H R ER BB SO 
Peavy 6.1 10 6 6 4 6 
  Bell 2.2 0 0 0 2 5 
  Brocail 1.2 1 0 0 1 1 
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  Thatcher 1.1 0 0 0 0 3 
  Hoffman  L (4-5) 0.1 3 3 3 1 0 
Totals 12.1 14 9 9 8 15 
 
  Colorado Rockies IP H R ER BB SO 
Fogg 4.0 8 5 5 2 5 
  Buchholz 1.1 1 0 0 0 1 
  Affeldt 0.1 0 0 0 0 0 
  Speier 0.1 0 0 0 0 1 
  Hawkins 1.0 1 0 0 0 1 
  Fuentes 1.0 2 1 1 0 1 
  Corpas 1.0 0 0 0 0 0 
  Herges 3.0 1 0 0 3 1 
  Julio 0.0 2 2 2 1 0 
  Ortiz  W (1-0) 1.0 0 0 0 0 1 
Totals 13.0 15 8 8 6 11 

 
E–Carroll (4).  DP–Colorado 1. Carroll-Helton.  2B–San Diego Bard (27,off 
Fogg); Gonzalez (46,off Fogg); B. Giles (27,off Fuentes), Colorado Matsui 2 
(24,off Peavy,off Hoffman); Tulowitzki 2 (33,off Peavy,off Hoffman); Atkins 
(35,off Peavy).  3B–Colorado Smith (1,off Peavy); Tulowitzki (5,off Peavy); 
Holliday (6,off Hoffman).  HR–San Diego Gonzalez (30,3rd inning off Fogg 3 on 
1 out); Hairston (11,13th inning off Julio 1 on 0 out), Colorado Torrealba (8,2nd 
inning off Peavy 0 on 0 out); Helton (17,3rd inning off Peavy 0 on 1 out).  SH–
Kouzmanoff (2,off Herges); Blum (3,off Herges).  IBB–Blum (4,by Fogg); 
Gonzalez (9,by Herges); Hawpe 2 (11,by Peavy 2); Helton (16,by 
Hoffman).  Team LOB–13.  SF–Helton (7,off Peavy); Matsui (1,off Peavy); 
Carroll (3,off Hoffman).  Team–13.  U-HP–Tim McClelland, 1B–Ed 
Montague, 2B–Tim Tschida, 3B–Chuck Meriwether.  T–4:40.  A–48,404. 

 

 
Day-By-Day In Rocktember 
Date Opponent Score Winner Loser Save 
9/16/2007 Fla W 13 – 0 F.Morales S.Olsen 

 

9/18/2007 LA W  3 – 1 J.Francis C.Billingsley M.Corpas 

9/18/2007 LA W  9 – 8 R.Speier T.Saito 

 

9/19/2007 LA W  6 – 5 B.Fuentes J.Broxton M.Corpas 

9/20/2007 LA W  9 – 4 U.Jimenez D.Lowe 

 

9/21/2007 @SD W  2 – 1 M.Herges J.Thatcher 

 

9/22/2007 @SD W  6 -2 R.Speier J.Cassel 

 

9/23/2007 @SD W  7 – 3 J.Francis G.Maddux 

 

9/25/2007 @LA W  9 – 7 R.Speier M.Hendrickson M.Corpas 

9/26/2007 @LA W  2 – 0 J.Fogg D.Lowe M.Corpas 

9/27/2007 @LA W  10 – 4 F.Morales E.Loaiza 

 

9/28/2007 Ari L  2 – 4 B.Webb J.Francis J.Valverde 

9/29/2007 Ari W  11 – 1 M.Redman E.Gonzalez 

 

9/30/2007 Ari W  4 – 3 B.Fuentes D.Nippert M.Corpas 

10/1/2007 SD W  9 – 8 
(13) R.Ortiz T.Hoffman 

 

 
Rockies Offensive Numbers For Rocktember 
Player G  AB  R H 2B  3B  HR RBI  BB SO  AVG  

Seth Smith 7 8 4 5 0 1 0 0 0 1 .625 
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Matt Holliday 13 52 16 23 4 1 5 17 8 14 .442 
Brad Hawpe 14 52 6 22 6 1 4 20 9 10 .423 
Garrett Atkins 15 58 11 24 3 0 3 9 6 12 .414 
Todd Helton 15 61 11 23 4 0 4 15 10 6 .377 
Ryan Spilborghs 13 45 7 16 3 1 1 6 3 7 .356 
Chris Iannetta 5 16 3 5 0 0 1 5 3 5 .313 
Jamey Carroll 13 13 2 4 0 0 0 3 0 1 .308 
Kazuo Matsui 12 46 12 12 4 0 0 3 6 6 .261 
Troy Tulowitzki 15 67 16 17 6 1 3 13 5 12 .254 
Yorvit Torrealba 12 42 6 10 4 0 2 4 3 10 .238 
Jeff Baker 8 13 2 3 0 0 0 0 1 7 .231 
Omar Quintanilla 6 10 0 2 1 0 0 1 1 2 .200 
Cory Sullivan 14 29 5 5 3 0 0 1 3 5 .172 
Ian Stewart 6 6 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 .167 
Joe Koshansky 8 7 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 3 .143 
Clint Barmes 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 .000 
Edwin Bellorin 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .000 
 
Rockies Pitching Numbers for the Streak 
Player W  L Sv  G  GS IP  H R HR BB SO  ERA 

Jeremy Affeldt 0 0 0 7 0 4.1 1 0 0 1 3 0.00 
Taylor Buchholz 0 0 0 5 0 5 4 0 0 2 4 0.00 
Ramon Ortiz 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.00 
Franklin Morales 2 0 0 3 3 17 8 3 0 5 15 1.59 
Brian Fuentes 2 0 0 10 0 11 5 2 0 5 10 1.64 
Jeff Francis 2 1 0 3 3 20.2 20 7 3 6 23 3.05 
Manuel Corpas 0 0 5 10 0 11 12 4 2 2 3 3.27 
Ryan Speier 3 0 0 7 0 5.1 5 2 0 2 7 3.38 
LaTroy Hawkins 0 0 0 6 0 5 6 2 1 1 4 3.6 
Jorge Julio 0 0 0 8 0 7.1 8 3 2 1 8 3.68 
Matt Herges 1 0 0 7 0 9.2 5 4 2 5 7 3.72 
Mark Redman 1 0 0 3 3 14.1 18 7 2 4 10 3.77 
Josh Fogg 1 0 0 3 3 15.2 21 8 1 5 12 4.60 
Ubaldo Jimenez 1 0 0 3 3 16.2 15 9 3 9 13 4.86 
 
Redman was charged with one unearned run, the only unearned run allowed by the Rockies during the 15 games. 
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Write ‘Em Cowboy 
Rockies, D-Backs: A Dodger Nightmare 
October 1, 2017 Tracy Ringolsby / Inside The Seams 
 
Yes, the Dodgers have a best-in-baseball 103 wins, which means they will have the home-field advantage in the post-
season, as long as they remain a participant. Yes, they have advanced to the post-season for the fifth consecutive 
season. They, however, are 0-for-10 in their bids to win a World Series since their last World Championship in 1988, and 
have in the last four years have lost in the NLCS twice and the NLDS twice. And just their luck, they will open this post-
season on Friday at Dodger Stadium against either the Rockies or D-Backs. 
 
Big deal. Yep, big deal. They may have won more regular season games than in any season since their franchise-record 
105 games in 1953 when they lost the World Series to the Yankees in six games. But they did face two stumbling blocks 
in 2017 — the D-Backs and Rockies. Their two NL West rivals are the only two teams among the 20 that the Dodgers 
have faced this year who have won the season series from the Dodgers. 
They lost 11 of 19 against the D-Backs, and the Rockies could match that success against the Dodgers in Sunday’s 
regular-season finale. The Dodgers have lost 10 of 18 to the Rockies so far. 
Opp W L Pct ERA 

D-Backs 8 11 .421 5.15 
Rockies 8 10 .444 4.47 
Nationals 3 3 .500 2.72 
Brewers 3 3 .500 2.89 
Angels 2 2 .500 1.78 
Phillies 4 3 .571 4.35 
Braves 4 3 .571 4.71 
Cardinals 4 3 .571 2.63 
Giants 11 8 .579 2.77 
Indians 2 1 .667 7.27 
Tigers 2 1 .667 3.81 
Cubs 4 2 .667 1.71 
Padres 13 6 .684 2.85 
Pirates 6 1 .857 2.55 
Marlins 6 1 .857 3.29 
Royals 3 0 1.000 1.93 
Reds 6 0 1.000 3.83 
Mets 7 0 1.000 2.14 
White Sox 4 0 1.000 1.59 
Twins 3 0 1.000 1.67 
Clayton Kershaw 
Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw was a dominating 18-4 with a 2.31 ERA this season, but the Rockies were his headache. 
They were the only team to beat him twice. They hit .280 against him the highest average of any team. And his 4.01 ERA 
against the Rockies was the fourth highest Kershaw had against a team. 
 
vs Team W L GS IP ERA AVG OBP SLG OPS 
D-Backs 2 0 2 15.1 0.59 .118 .167 .137 .304 
Braves 0 0 1 2 0.00 .000 .143 .000 .143 
Cubs 0 0 1 4.1 8.31 .478 .520 .870 1.390 
Indians 1 0 1 7 2.57 .231 .286 .462 .747 
Rockies 3 2 6 33.2 4.01 .280 .307 .485 .792 
ChiSox 1 0 1 7 0.00 .269 .296 .269 .566 
Royals 1 0 1 9 2.00 .182 .182 .303 .485 
Angels 1 0 1 7 0.00 .125 .192 .167 .359 
Brewers 0 0 1 7 1.29 .083 .120 .250 .370 
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Mets 1 0 1 6.1 8.53 .250 .280 .750 1.030 
Phillies 0 1 1 6 6.00 .182 .250 .318 .568 
Padres 3 0 3 20.1 0.89 .129 .176 .214 .390 
Giants 4 1 5 34 1.59 .260 .269 .386 .655 
Cardinals 0 0 1 9 1.000 .103 .103 .138 .241 
Nationals 1 0 1 7 1.29 .125 .222 .250 .472 
 
This is the sixth year of MLB having two wild-cards from each league. And it is the fourth time two teams from the same 
division have claimed the wild-card spots, the third time in six years in the NL. Last year was the only time in the six years 
in the AL. 
 
Divisions with two wild-cards in the post-season: 
2017 
AL West: D-Backs, Rockies 
2016 
AL East Blue Jays, Orioles 
Wild-Card: Blue Jays beat Orioles 
ALDS: Blue Jays beat Rangers 
ALCS: Blue Jays lost to Indians 
2015 
NL Central: Cubs, Pirates 
Wild-Card: Cubs beat Pirates 
LDS: Cubs beat Cardinals 
LCS: Cubs lost to Mets 
2013 
NL Central: Pirates, Reds 
NL Wild-Card: Pirates beat Reds 
NLDS: Cardinals beat Pirates 
 
Nolan Arenado 
Nolan Arenado has been the Dodgers biggest nightmare. He leads all players with six doubles, seven home runs and 18 
RBI against the Dodgers this year, which in part can be attributed to the fact the Rockies are in the same division as the 
Dodgers so he has had more opportunities. He, however, also has the highest batting average and slugging percentage 
of any player against the Dodgers. Oh, and among the top 20 averages compiled against the Dodgers this year, eight 
belong to Rockies or D-Backs 
Player Team 2B HR RBI AVG OBP SLG 

Nolan Arenado Col 6 7 18 .391 .455 .783 
Freddie Freeman Atl 0 1 5 .375 .464 .500 
Ketel Marte Ari 1 1 3 .375 .444 .500 
Carlos Gonzalez Col 5 3 8 .354 .385 .646 
Jedd Gyorko StL 2 0 3 .348 .360 .435 
Cesar Hernandez Phi 1 0 0 .348 .464 .478 
Marcell Ozuna Mia 1 0 1 .346 .414 .385 
Johan Camargo Atl 3 1 3 .333 .357 .556 
David Peralta Ari 5 0 4 .333 .382 .476 
Buster Posey SF 1 2 8 .333 .385 .431 
DJ LeMahieu Col 4 0 3 .329 .373 .414 
Charlie Blackmon Col 3 2 9 .328 .400 .522 
Hunter Pence SF 0 2 8 .324 .324 .441 
Josh Harrison Pit 3 2 5 .310 .333 .621 
Joey Votto Cin 2 2 2 .308 .333 .615 
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Gorkys Hernandez SF 6 0 2 .306 .358 .429 
Chris Iannetta Ari 1 4 8 .306 .444 .667 
Eugenio Suarez Cin 1 1 2 .300 .440 .500 
Hunter Renfroe SD 6 2 4 .298 .333 .509 
J.D. Martinez Ari 3 5 8 .294 .385 .82 
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Write ‘Em Cowboy 
Expanding Post-Season 
October 1, 2017 Tracy Ringolsby / Inside The Seams 
 
The Rockies and D-Backs meet in the NL Wild-Card matchup on Wednesday in Phoenix. They are two of five teams born 
of expansion who are among the 10 teams who have advanced to MLB’s post-season this year. The Nationals, Twins and 
Astros also will be playing in October. 
 
Initial Post-Season Matchups 
 
Expansion teams in bold italics 
AL Wild-Card Tuesday Twins  at Yankees 
NL Wild-Card Wednesday Rockies at D-Backs 
AL Division Series Thursday Red Sox at Astros 
  Wild-Card at Indians 
NL Division Series Friday Cubs at Nationals 
  Wild-Card at Dodgers 
 
The Rockies are one of 16 teams that have been added as an expansion franchise, joining the NL along with the Miami 
Marlins in 1993. The expansion began with the Washington Senators II, now the Texas Rangers, and California Angels in 
1961, and the addition to the NL in 1962 of the Astros and Mets. 
 
A Wild-Card invitation to the post-season isn’t bad. Since the Wild-Card was introduced in 1995 a wild-card team has 
advanced to the World Series 12 times, and emerged a world champion six times. 
Year  Champions Lost World Series 
1997 Marlins  

2000  Mets 
2002 Angels Giants 
2003 Marlins  

2004 Red Sox  

2005  Astros 
2006  Tigers 
2007  Rockies 
2011 Cardinals  

2014 Giants Royals 
 
Expansion teams to face challenges in their early years. So much so, in fact, the Los Angeles Angels, created in 1961, 
are the only one of 16 expansion teams to have an all-time winning record, and the Angels all-time winning percentage is 
only .501. They have only 10 more wins than losses (4556-4546). 
 
Team Season W  L Pct  

Angels 1961-2017 4556 4546 .501 
Blue Jays 1977-2017 3242 3273 .498 
D-Backs 1998-2017 1595 1643 .493 
Astros 1962-2017 4390 4551 .491 
Nationals 1969-2017 3802 3998 .487 
Royals 1969-2017 3783 4014 .485 
Mets 1962-2017 4284 4646 .48 
Rangers 1961-2017 4354 4732 .479 
Brewers 1969-2017 3727 4076 .478 
Mariners 1977-2017 3061 3454 .470 
Marlins 1993-2017 1869 2110 .470 
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Rockies 1993-2017 1871 2115 .469 
Rays 1998-2017 1498 1738 .463 
Padres 1969-2017 3610 4200 .462 
 
While the number of games played is far from close, the Marlins, Mets and Royals have the first, third and fifth best all-
time post-season winning percentages among the 30 MLB teams. At the other extreme, however, the Brewers, Rays, 
Angels and Nationals have the four worst winning percentages in post-season play, the Brewers right behind the Dodgers. 
 
Team Season W  L Pct  

Florida Marlins 1997-2003 22 11 .667 
New York Yankees 1921-2015 223 155 .590 
New York Mets 1969-2016 51 38 .573 
Baltimore Orioles 1944-2016 54 44 .551 
Kansas City Royals 1976-2015 40 34 .541 
Cleveland Indians 1920-2016 54 47 .535 
Boston Red Sox 1903-2016 90 80 .529 
St. Louis Cardinals 1926-2015 130 117 .526 
San Francisco Giants 1905-2016 98 90 .521 
Oakland Athletics 1905-2014 82 76 .519 
Cincinnati Reds 1919-2013 49 46 .516 
Chicago White Sox 1906-2008 28 27 .509 
Toronto Blue Jays 1985-2016 31 30 .508 
Detroit Tigers 1907-2014 57 62 .479 
Philadelphia Phillies 1915-2011 49 54 .476 
Atlanta Braves 1914-2013 78 86 .476 
Colorado Rockies 1995-2009 9 10 .474 
Arizona Diamondbacks 1999-2011 17 19 .472 
Pittsburgh Pirates 1903-2015 43 54 .443 
Seattle Mariners 1995-2001 15 19 .441 
Los Angeles Dodgers 1916-2016 89 114 .438 
Milwaukee Brewers 1981-2011 14 18 .438 
Tampa Bay Rays 2008-2013 13 17 .433 
Los Angeles Angels 1979-2014 27 37 .422 
Washington Nationals 1981-2016 10 14 .417 
  
Among the 16 expansion teams only the Mariners and Nationals (originally the Expos) have never appeared in a World 
Series. The Marlins won the World Series in 1997 and 2003, both times advancing as a wild-card. The Mets (1969 and 
1986), Royals (1985 and 2015) and Blue Jays (1992 and 1993) also won two World Series. 
 

Franchise Post-
Seasons 

 

1961 
Angels 10 

2002 World Champions; Lost ALCS 1979, 
1982, 1986, 2005, 2009; Lost ALDS 2004, 
2007, 2008, 2014 

1961 
Rangers 8 

Lost 2010, 2011 World Series; Lost ALDS 
1996, 1998, 1999, 2015, 2016; Lost Wild-
Card 2012 

1962 Mets 9 
1969 and 1986 World Champions; Lost 
World Series 1973, 2000, 2015; Lost NLCS 
1988, 1999, 2006; Lost Wild-Card 2016 

1962 
Astros 10 Lost 2005 World Series; Lost NLCS 1980, 

1986; NLCS 1981, 1997  2005; NLDS 
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http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/statistics/searchResults.asp?mode=21_1&plr=1&split=-1&spText=Totals&time=2&sum=2&qual=&cust=&custTot=&tp=1&gmtyp=2,3,4,19&cpSel=&cpPool=&cnt=25&tm=&tmtxt=&lg=&lgtxt=
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/statistics/searchResults.asp?mode=21_2&plr=1&split=-1&spText=Totals&time=2&sum=2&qual=&cust=&custTot=&tp=1&gmtyp=2,3,4,19&cpSel=&cpPool=&cnt=25&tm=&tmtxt=&lg=&lgtxt=
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=28&sea=2003
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=10&sea=2015
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=21&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=1&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=7&sea=2015
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=5&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=2&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=24&sea=2015
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=26&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=11&sea=2014
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=17&sea=2013
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=4&sea=2008
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=14&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=6&sea=2014
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=22&sea=2011
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=15&sea=2013
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=27&sea=2009
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=29&sea=2011
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=23&sea=2015
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=12&sea=2001
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=19&sea=2016
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=8&sea=2011
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=30&sea=2013
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=3&sea=2014
http://www.statspass.com/data/mlb/teams/team.asp?id=20&sea=2016
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1981, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2001; Lost ALDS 
2015 

1969 
Padres 5 Lost 1984 and 1998 World Series; Lost 

NLDS 1996, 2005, 2006 
1969 
Nationals 4 Lost NLCS 1981; Lost NLDS 2012, 2014, 

2016 

1969 
Royals 7 

World champions 1985, 2015; Lost World 
Series 1980; Lost ALCS 1976, 1977, 1978, 
1984; 1981 ALDS 

1969 
Brewers 4 Lost World Series 1982; Lost NLCS 2011; 

Lost NLDS 2008, 1981 
1977 
Mariners 4 Lost ALCS 1995, 2000, 2001; Lost ALDS 

1997 
1977 Blue 
Jays 7 Won World Series 1992, 1993; Lost ALCS 

1985, 1989, 1991, 2015, 2016 
1993 
Rockies 3 Lost World Series 2007; Lost NLDS 1995, 

2009 
1993 
Marlins 2 Won World Series 1997 and 2003 

1998 Rays 4 Lost 2008 World Seires; Lost 2010, 2011 
and 2013 Division Series 

1998 D-
Backs 5 Won 2001 World Series; Lost 2007 NLCS; 

Lost NLDS 1999, 2002, 2011 
 
 
 


	Jon Gray first and second time through the batting order
	Chris Rusin and Germán Márquez first time through the order

