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5 biggest questions facing Rockies going into '19 

 
By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 12, 2018 

 

DENVER -- The Rockies took steps forward in 2018. Fueled by a starting rotation that led the National League in innings 

pitched, they advanced to the National League Division Series -- a step farther than the Wild Card Game finish of 2017. 

To continue on a path they hope leads to a World Series title, however, they will need to address some situations. Here 

are five: 

1. How do they improve the offense? 

According to Baseball-Reference.com, among players who appeared in 70 or more games, the Rockies had five players 

with OPS-plus figures near or above 100 (considered league average) -- Nolan Arenado (133), Trevor 

Story (127), Charlie Blackmon (115), David Dahl (113) and free-agent-to-be Carlos Gonzalez(close enough at 99). DJ 

LeMahieu, also headed to free agency, usually is in a decent range, but was down after an injury-filled 2018. 

For comparison, the Dodgers had eight players with OPS-plus figures above 100 -- nine if you count Manny Machado, 

who had 66 games in blue. Even with that firepower, the Dodgers had to beat the Rockies in a tiebreaker to win the NL 

West. 

Do the Rockies play a free-agent market that has more questions than answers? Is there enough depth from the farm 

system and pitching to make trades? 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 15, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/596115/trevor-story
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
http://m.mlb.com/player/621311/david-dahl
http://m.mlb.com/player/471865/carlos-gonzalez
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/518934/dj-lemahieu
http://m.mlb.com/player/592518/manny-machado
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In any case, adding a proven bat would mean the Rockies wouldn't be dependent on young players making a quantum 

leap offensively. With first baseman Ian Desmond, who struggled with injuries in 2017 and spent 2018 searching 

offensively, able to shift positions defensively, the Rockies have some flexibility for adding an impact offensive player. 

As Dahl proved when healthy, it's possible for a system product to push his way into playing time. This is true no matter 

what players the Rockies bring in from the outside. Left-handed-hitting corner infielder Ryan McMahon, who proved not 

ready in the beginning of his rookie season, but made some contributions late, and right-handed-hitting infielder Garrett 

Hampson, whose tools play at the top of the lineup, could help the offense. 

2. What becomes of Nolan Arenado's contract situation? 

There is not an immediate deadline here, since Arenado is eligible for arbitration and doesn't become a free agent until 

2019. For reference, the Rockies and Blackmon reached a one-year agreement before the arbitration filing deadline, then 

continued to work on a six-year deal worth at least $108 million that was completed the first week of the 2018 season. 

It could be costly. Already, a report -- confirmed to MLB.com -- had Cubs third baseman Kris Bryant, who also 

becomes a free agent in 2019, turning down a $200 million offer from his club (length of the alleged offer hasn't surfaced). 

Should the Rockies put together an offer, it likely would have greater payouts early on as opposed to later, since the 

pitchers who fostered the turnaround begin hitting free agency in 2022 (Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson) and 2023 (Kyle 

Freeland and German Marquez). 

At any rate, Arenado doesn't expect the Rockies to trade him this winter and avoid the whole thing -- especially since his 

bat and glove help fuel their World Series dream. 

3. What to do with this year's free agents? 

The Rockies must assess whether Hampson, who could slot into the leadoff spot and drop Blackmon to a spot where he 

has more men on base, is ready to take over for LeMahieu. They also have to assess whether to re-sign Gonzalez, spend 

bigger on the free-agent market or expect homegrown players to be the answer. 

For the bench, the Rockies have to decide whether to retain outfielder Gerardo Parra, whom they own a $12 million 

option on for 2019. They could opt not to pick that up, ensuring him a $1.5 million buyout. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
http://m.mlb.com/player/641857/ryan-mcmahon
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
https://www.mlb.com/news/kris-bryant-turned-down-200m-deal-from-cubs/c-297575416
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/592351/jon-gray
http://m.mlb.com/player/542881/tyler-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/607536/kyle-freeland
http://m.mlb.com/player/608566/german-marquez
http://m.mlb.com/player/467827/gerardo-parra
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4. How does Gray make 2018 go away? 

After a solid 2017, Gray struggled to the point this season that he was sent down to Triple-A in late June and wasn't on 

the postseason roster. At times, he looked like the '17 version of himself. At other times, he looked like a stranger to that 

version. 

Gray spent the year vacillating between fixing his mechanics and feeling hamstrung by thinking about mechanics. He also 

lost weight during the season, and vowed to be stronger physically next year. He'll also have to earn back faith in big 

situations. 

The Rockies also have to decide if Gray is a tradeable asset for the offensive improvements they desire. The Rockies 

resisted dealing him at the deadline, and have not been inclined to deal starting pitching. 

There are rotation questions beyond Gray: Will righty Chad Bettis, shifted to the bullpen after a right middle finger blister 

scuttled a solid early going, return to the rotation? Can righty Jeff Hoffman, obtained from the Blue Jays for 

shortstop Troy Tulowitzki in 2015 with much fanfare, crack the big league rotation? 

5. How can the Rockies preserve and improve the bullpen? 

It took until late in the regular season for the Rockies to find a dependable group to hold leads. However, two relievers 

signed to three-year, $27 million contracts (righty Bryan Shaw and lefty Jake McGee) were not pitching well enough to 

be part of that unit, and lefty Mike Dunn, in the middle of a three-year, $19 million deal, was out with a shoulder injury that 

required surgery. 

Righty Adam Ottavino is set to become a free agent. So, the club must decide whether to compete for him and others. 

The Rockies owe closer Wade Davis $26 million over the next two years, and are likely to pick up Seunghwan Oh's $2.5 

million 2019 option, so they have to be judicious in adding payroll to that area. Righty Scott Oberg -- who emerged this 

year as a key late-game option -- helps, since he is relatively inexpensive as a first-year arbitration-eligible player. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/656546/jeff-hoffman
http://m.mlb.com/player/453064/troy-tulowitzki
http://m.mlb.com/player/543766/bryan-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/player/459429/jake-mcgee
http://m.mlb.com/player/445197/mike-dunn
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/623184/scott-oberg
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Pipeline names Rockies' Prospects of the Year 

 
By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 12, 2018 

 

DENVER -- While top prospect lists are mostly populated with high MLB Draft picks or top international signings, two 

lower-round picks -- first baseman Roberto Ramos and right-handed pitcher Rico Garcia -- earned the Rockies' Hitting 

and Pitching Prospect of the Year designations, respectively. 

Each team's Hitting and Pitching Prospects of the Year were chosen by the MLB Pipeline staff, based on performance 

during the 2018 season more than Major League potential. To receive consideration, players must have spent at least half 

the year in the Minors and appeared on the team's Top 30 Prospects list. 

Unranked on the Rockies' Top 30 at the start of the season, Garcia, 24, earned the Rockies' No. 21 ranking and 

Ramos, 23, took the No. 23 spot in the July re-ranking on MLB Pipeline. 

Both were selected by scouting vice president Bill Schmidt and the scouting staff out of unheralded collegiate programs. 

Ramos, a native of Hermosillo, Mexico, was a 16th-rounder in 2014 out of College of the Canyons, a two-year school in 

Santa Carita, Calif., and Garcia is a Honolulu native seeking to become the second player from Hawaii Pacific University 

to make the Majors. Former Rockies outfielder Benny Agbayani was the first. 

Listed at 6-5 and 220 pounds, the left-handed hitting Ramos found his power this season. 

Last year at Class A Lancaster, Ramos batted .297 with a .351 on-base percentage, but his 13 home runs and 124 

strikeouts suggested adjustment was in order. This season, through 60 games at Lancaster, he hit 17 home runs and, 

although he had 65 strikeouts, batted .304 with a .411 on-base and a .640 slugging percentage. The performance earned 

him a promotion to Double-A Hartford, where he slashed .231/.320/.503 and struck out 75 times, but he powered 15 home 

runs in 61 games. 

Ramos might be a work in progress, but he made notable progress in 2018. 

"He made a nice adjustment with his approach. He wasn't attacking pitches as aggressively and he was laying off more 

than ever pitches out of his attack zone," Rockies senior player development director Zach Wilson said. "Because he 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
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made these small adjustments on his approach he was able to barrel up more balls. His natural power led to some pretty 

good home run numbers. 

"He's got power to all fields and can take the fastball on the outer half to left and left-center. And if you hang a breaking 

ball, you're in trouble. He's done a much better job laying off good breaking balls. He had some issues in the past with 

that, as you see with the strikeout numbers, but he's begun to clean that up." 

The Rockies generally want their prospects to play multiple positions, but Wilson said the right-handed throwing Ramos 

profiles strictly at first base. Wilson said Ramos "moves around OK" and has soft hands, and is trying to improve his agility 

and range defensively. 

Garcia is not big -- listed at 5-11, 190 -- but has increased his arm strength since college. 

The result was a solid year at Lancaster (7-7, 3.42 ERA while starting 15 of his 16 games, 101 strikeouts in 100 innings 

pitched) and Hartford (6-2, 2.28 in 11 starts, 61 strikeouts in 67 innings) 

"He has really made some solid delivery adjustments over the past couple of years, which has allowed his velocity to 

increase," Wilson said. "We've gotten him away from the college routine and into a very good throwing program, with 

bullpens between starts. All that has allowed him to go from 89-93 [mph] to, now, 94-96 and even touch 97. He has an 

above-average breaking ball and has developed a decent changeup. 

"He was able to carve up the Cal League, and he earned a promotion and continued his very good year at Hartford. He's 

the real deal, and he's going to continue to get better because he's such a competitor." 
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Rockies Insider: Assessing whether Colorado should upgrade at catcher this offseason 
Colorado’s four receivers combined to post team positional lows in every major offensive category, hitting just .206 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 12, 2018 
 

Several Rockies split time behind the dish in 2018, with veteran Chris Iannetta and third-year pro Tony Wolters getting the 

majority of starts while the unestablished Tom Murphy and midseason acquisition Drew Butera also saw time. 

While manager Bud Black continuously tinkered with which player to start, the catching position was consistently the 

weakest spot in Colorado’s order.  Colorado’s catchers posted team positional lows in every major offensive category, 

hitting .206 in 544 at-bats with 15 home runs, 72 RBIs, a .307 on-base percentage, a .349 slugging percentage and a .657 

OPS. 

And between the two main catchers, Colorado didn’t get a well-rounded effort. 

In 83 starts, Iannetta posted a -0.4 WAR (wins above replacement), while Wolters hit .170 in 56 starts, the worst average 

among all Rockies’ regulars. 

So, what to do? 

Does Colorado stand pat despite ranking second-worst in the National League in wins above average at the position, 

trailing only Washington? Do Black and general manger Jeff Bridich hold out hope Iannetta and/or Wolters come around 

with the bat in 2019? 

Or, do the Rockies make a move? They could try and make a big trade for a guy like the Marlins’ J.T. Realmuto (4.3 

WAR), or depending on how much Bridich is willing to pay, there’s an array of free agent catchers available this winter. 

Here’s the best available, with their 2018 team, WAR and age. 

Yasmani Grandal (Dodgers, 3.3, 29) 

Wilson Ramos (Phillies, 2.7, 31) 

Kurt Suzuki (Braves, 2.1, 35) 

Devin Mesoraco (Mets, 0.7, 30) 

Matt Wieters (Nationals, 0.6, 32) 
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Martin Maldonado (Astros, 0.5, 32) 

Rene Rivera (Braves, 0.3, 35) 

Nick Hundley (Giants, 0.0, 35) 

Jonathan Lucroy (Athletics, -0.7, 32) 
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2019 Rockies face big questions about lagging offense, second base and late-game relievers 
Rockies have decisions to make on three popular veterans, two of whom are headed toward free agency. 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 12, 2018 
 

A hodgepodge of emotions flowed through the Rockies’ clubhouse following their season-ending 6-0 loss to Milwaukee in 

Game 3 of the National League division series. 

There was frustration over their failure to hit and a touch of remorse over what might have been. Mostly, there was a 

shared sense of unfinished business. 

“This is a good group,” veteran outfielder Carlos Gonzalez said. “We made the playoffs in back-to-back years, and this 

(franchise) has never done that. This is a group that knows how to win. Hopefully we can stay together and keep making 

memories for this franchise. 

“I feel like this team is in the best spot in 26 years, especially when it comes to pitching. It’s going to take a lot of hard 

work, but this team will be better next year.” 

Perhaps it will be, but big questions remain and major decisions will have to be made during the offseason. 

Following is a look at key issues the Rockies must address as they look toward 2019: 

Tepid offense: The .256 team batting average was the worst in club history, their .287 home batting average was the 

fourth-lowest and the .225 average on the road was the lowest. 

Colorado’s OPS+ (or adjusted OPS) was well below average. OPS+ accounts for league and park factors and sets the 

scale at 100 being average. As a unit, the Rockies’ offense came in at 90.  Third baseman Nolan Arenado (133), 

shortstop Trevor Story (127), and center fielder Charlie Blackmon (115) were plus performers, but everyone else was 

average or below average. 

Now the question becomes, do the Rockies try to obtain a big bat for first base or the outfield? Do they shake up an 

inconsistent lineup via free agency or a trade? Or do they hold steady and count on young outfielder David 

Dahl (.273/.325/.534 with 16 home runs in 77 games) and infield prospects Ryan McMahon (.232/.307/.376, five home 

runs in 181 at-bats) and Garrett Hampson (.275/.396/.400 with no home runs in 40 at-bats) to bring  a spark to the lineup? 

The Rockies also need more pop behind the plate. Their catchers posted team positional lows in every major offensive 

category. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/carlos-gonzalez/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113234
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114201
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114201
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115279
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118891
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Vacant second base: DJ LeMahieu will soon be a free agent and there’s no indication Colorado will attempt to re-sign 

the two-time Gold Glove winner and 2016 National League batting champion. LeMahieu, 30, hit a career-high 15 home 

runs, despite playing in only 128 games. However, his .276/.321/.428 slash line was his worst since 2014. Three trips to 

the 10-day disabled list (hamstring, fractured thumb, oblique) slowed him down. 

Manager Bud Black called LeMahieu “a winning player,”  and “the kind of player who helps win championships.” But it 

appears that the Rockies are moving on. LeMahieu’s replacement will likely be Hampson, a third-round pick out of Long 

Beach State in 2016, or Brendan Rodgers, the Rockies’ No. 1 prospect who dealt with recurring hamstring issues during 

his Double-A and Triple-A season. 

Shifting outfield: The Rockies have decisions to make on three popular veterans, two of whom are headed toward free 

agency. Gonzalez, 32, said he wants to return, but the Rockies might want to move on, even though Gonzalez hit .276 

with 16 home runs and 64 RBIs. 

Gerardo Parra, 31, began the year as the starter in left field, but eventually became the utility outfielder. He thrived in that 

role, posting a .342 on-base percentage and hitting .393 (11-for-28) as a pinch hitter, the third-highest average in the NL. 

The Rockies hold a $12 million club option, with a $1.5 million buyout, on Parra’s 2019 contract. 

Matt Holliday, 38, wants to return to Colorado as a part-time, right-handed bat. Bringing back Holliday, however, could 

take up a roster spot for prospect Raimel Tapia. 

It’s also possible Colorado will consider making Dahl the regular center fielder and moving Blackmon to left. There is also 

a chance that Ian Desmond (.236/.307/.422) with 22 home runs and 88 RBIs) could shuttle between the outfield and first 

base, opening up playing time for McMahon at first. 

Bullpen alignment: Right-hander Adam Ottavino (2.43 ERA, 112 strikeouts) was exceptional over the first two-thirds of 

the season but inconsistent over the final third. He’ll be a free agent and is likely headed elsewhere. His role as a set-up 

man for closer Wade Davis could filled by Scott Oberg, who was scored upon just four times in his last 34 appearances, 

posting a 1.85 ERA with 40 strikeouts vs. only five walks. The Rockies also hold an affordable club option on right-

hander Seunghwan Oh ($250,000 buyout or $2.5 million). 

A troubling dilemma revolves around left-hander jake McGee and right-hander Bryan Shaw, both of whom signed for three 

years, $27 million last offseason, but pitched so poorly that neither was on the postseason roster. The Rockies 

desperately need to find a reliable late-inning left-hander and they’ll likely have to sign a free agent to find him. 

 

 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106108
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43796
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/117409
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43756
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106570
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43748
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114705
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118230
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/105969
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Rockies 2019 salaries 

• 3B Nolan Arenado ($26.1 million) * 

• OF Charlie Blackmon ($21.33 million) 

• RHP Wade Davis ($18 million) 

• 1B Ian Desmond ($15 million) 

• OF Gerardo Parra ($12 million) # 

• LHP Jake McGee ($8.5 million 

• RHP Bryan Shaw ($8.5 million) 

• LHP Mike Dunn ($7 million) & 

• SS Trevor Story ($6.2 million) * 

• C Chris Iannetta ($4.15 million) 

• RHP Chad Bettis ($3.2 million) * 

• RHP Jon Gray ($3.2 million) * 

• LHP Tyler Anderson ($2.9 million) * 

• LHP Chris Rusin ($1.7 million) * 

• RHP Scott Oberg ($1.2 million) * 

• C Tony Wolters ($1.1 million) * 

Source: Spotrac.com 

Note: Salaries for pre-arbitration players not included 

* Estimated salaries for arbitration-eligible players, per MLB Trade Rumors 

# Pending Rockies exercising club option 

& Finished season on 60-day DL, had shoulder surgery on Sept. 19 
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Colorado Rockies’ top minor league prospects to watch heading into 2019 
The Triple-A Isotopes featured a handful of players who are likely to challenge for big-league roster spots at Salt River in 
February 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 12, 2018 
 

While the Rockies’ season came to an unceremonious end via a sweep by the Brewers in the National League division 

series, there’s plenty to look forward to in 2019 when considering the wealth of prospects throughout the club’s farm 

system. Following is a rundown of the top minor league players to watch heading into the offseason as Colorado begins to 

prepare for next season. 

Triple-A Albuquerque 

The Isotopes featured a handful of players who are likely to challenge for big-league roster spots next spring.  Most 

notably, top prospect Brendan Rodgers (.268, 17 home runs for the Yard Goats and Isotopes this season) will figure to 

compete with Garrett Hampson for a potentially vacant second base job. 

 

Also, right-hander Peter Lambert (3.28 ERA in 26 starts across Double-A and Triple-A) could be in the mix for a rotation 

spot. Also, keep an eye on right-hander Jairo Díaz, first baseman/outfielder Jordan Patterson and third baseman Josh 

Fuentes (2018 Pacific Coast League MVP). 

Double-A Hartford 

The Yard Goats feature a number of players likely to start in Triple-A in 2019. Right-handers Ryan Castellani and Jesus 

Tinoco as well as southpaw Mitch Horacek are among the club’s seven representatives on the Salt River Rafters in the 

Arizona Fall League. 

So is outfielder Sam Hilliard, a left-handed hitter with raw power. Outfielder Yonathan Daza (who led the Yard Goats with 

a .306 average) is also one to watch even though his season was cut short in late July after he suffered a shoulder injury. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118891
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/115886
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High-A Lancaster 

Right-handed sidearmer Justin Lawrence is playing in the Arizona Fall League, as are corner infielders Tyler Nevin (who 

took Rodgers’ spot on the team due to the shortstop’s shoulder tightness) and Colton Welker. Nevin hit .328 with 13 home 

runs and 62 RBIs for the Jethawks, while Welker posted slightly more impressive numbers with .333/13/82. 

Meanwhile, Lawerence had a 2.65 ERA in 55 relief appearances, making him, left-hander Ben Bowden and right-hander 

Reid Humphreys (1.83 in 35 before being promoted to Hartford in late July) the best bullpen arms on the team. 

Lower-level teams 

You won’t be hearing these names announced over the P.A. at Coors Field anytime next season, but a handful of 

prospects in the organization’s lower levels are already making impressions. 

The short list of those highly touted players include right-hander Riley Pint (Boise Hawks), shortstop Ryan Vilade 

(Asheville Tourists) and Grand Junction southpaw Ryan Rolison and first baseman Grant Lavigne down in rookie ball. 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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AFL Week 1: Rockies’ position player prospects start AFL with hitting streaks 
Arizona Fall League prospect news and updates from October 9-13, 2018 

 
By Samantha Bradfield | Purple Row | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

Arizona Fall League play began on Tuesday, and each of the Rockies seven prospects saw action in at least two games 

each for the Salt River Rafters. 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP) was the exception since he started Tuesday’s opener. All three position players — Tyler 

Nevin (no. 12 PuRP), Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP), and Josh Fuentes — began play with hits in back-to-back games. Of 

the three, Fuentes was the only one to record extra base hits in back-to-back games on Tuesday and Wednesday, before 

going 0-for-4 with three strikeouts on Friday against the Scottsdale Scorpions. Friday was his third start. Nevin and Hilliard 

only played two games each this week, but still were able to notch at least one hit in both games. 

★ ★ ★ 

Week of October 9-12 

Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 1 GS, 3.0 IP, 4 H, 3 ER, 1 BB, 3 K 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 2 GS, 4-for-9, 4 R, 2B, 3 RBI, 2 BB, K 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 2 GS, 4-for-9, 2 R, 3B, 3 K 

Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 4.0 IP, 2 H, 1 ER, BB, 2 K, HR 

Josh Fuentes: 3 GS, 3-for-13, 2 R, 2B, 3B, 2 RBI, BB, 4 K 

Mitch Horacek: 2.2 IP, 6 H, 3 ER, 3 K, HR 

Justin Lawrence: 2.0 IP, 4 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 2 BB 

★ ★ ★ 

AFL Season Total 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/254384/josh-fuentes
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/293781/jesus-tinoco
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Ryan Castellani (no. 7 PuRP): 1 GS, 3.0 IP, 4 H, 3 ER, 1 BB, 3 K (9.00 ERA) 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 2 GS, 4-for-9, 4 R, 2B, 3 RBI, 2 BB, K (.444/.545/.556) 

Sam Hilliard (no. 13 PuRP): 2 GS, 4-for-9, 2 R, 3B, 3 K (.444/.444/.667) 

Jesus Tinoco (no. 21 PuRP): 4.0 IP, 2 H, 1 ER, BB, 2 K, HR (2.25 ERA) 

Josh Fuentes: 3 GS, 3-for-13, 2 R, 2B, 3B, 2 RBI, BB, 4 K (.231/.286/.462) 

Mitch Horacek: 2.2 IP, 6 H, 3 ER, 3 K, HR (10.13 ERA) 

Justin Lawrence: 2.0 IP, 4 H, 3 R, 2 ER, 2 BB (9.00 ERA) 

★ ★ ★ 

October 15-20 Schedule 

Monday, October 15: Salt River Rafters @ Peoria Javelinas, 1:35 pm MT 

Tuesday, October 16: Salt River Rafters @ Mesa Solar Sox, 7:35 pm MT 

Wednesday, October 17: Salt River Rafters vs. Mesa Solar Sox, 7:35 pm MT 

Thursday, October 18: Salt River Rafters vs. Glendale Desert Dogs, 7:35 pm MT 

Friday, October 19: Salt River Rafters @ Glendale Desert Dogs, 1:35 pm MT 

Saturday, October 20: Salt River Rafters vs. Peoria Javelinas, 1:35 pm MT 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302017/jesus-tinoco
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Mike Tauchman’s 2018 was a Tale of Two Seasons 
Primed to break out, Mike Tauchman struggled to meet expectations at the big-league level 

 
By Nick The Walsh | Purple Row | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 34, Mike Tauchman (-0.5 rWAR) 

When Spring Training began, Carlos González remained unsigned and there were question marks as to who the third and 

fourth outfielders would be to start the season. Behind Blackmon and Parra there was a plethora of young and talented 

(and mostly left-handed) outfielders who felt ready to fill that role for the Rockies, including David Dahl, Raimel 

Tapia, Jordan Patterson, Noel Cuevas, and, of course, Mike Tauchman. A healthy Dahl felt like a shoe-in to make the 

squad, but once CarGo re-signed and David was optioned to Triple-A, that fourth outfield spot was up for grabs—and 

Mike grabbed the bull by the horns. 

It all started in spring training, when Tauchman made a healthy sixty at-bats and slashed an impressive .333/.397/.567 

with three doubles, four triples, and one home run. After a hot start to his age-27 season, and as a consistent member 

of Carson Cistulli’s “Fringe Five” on FanGraphs—a weekly write up on MLB’s most notable fringe prospects—the 

Rockies decided to take a chance on their 2013 10th round pick and placed Tauchman on the Opening Day roster, just 

as I had hoped. 

It was fun for a little while. 

Over the first half of the season, Tauchman filled mostly a pinch-hit, pinch-run, and defensive replacement role for the 

Rockies, but he was given the opportunity to start in six games. In those six appearances Mike went 2-for-20 with a 

double, scored three runs, and walked twice with eleven strikeouts. In other words, he fell flat on is face. In his total 2018 

MLB appearances, Mike slashed .094/.194/.125 over 32 at-bats with a -22 wRC+ and .031 ISO. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/253973/mike-tauchman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/188841/david-dahl
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/253902/raimel-tapia
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/253902/raimel-tapia
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/253974/jordan-patterson
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/152324/noel-cuevas
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285755/mike-tauchman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303173/david-dahl
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303203/mike-tauchman
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/author/cistulli/
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/3/18/17133662/colorado-rockies-nolan-arenado-contract-extension-david-dahl-opening-day
https://www.purplerow.com/2018/3/18/17133662/colorado-rockies-nolan-arenado-contract-extension-david-dahl-opening-day
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Tauchman traveled between Denver and Albuquerque a couple times during the year, but eventually the inevitable 

happened. On June 12th the Rockies optioned Tauchman to the Isotopes again, and he spent the rest of his 2018 season 

there. 

★ ★ ★ 

Baseball is a funny sport with its ups and downs, how you can be on top of the world one week and in a horrifying slump 

the next. It was a season like that for Mike Tauchman, except while he could find no success at the major league level, 

he went red hot in the minor leagues. 

As an Isotope, Tauchman tore the cover off the ball and slahed .323/.408/.571 in 400+ at-bats, good for a 153 wRC+ and 

.248 ISO. It was a highlight reel stint at Triple-A for Mike, including a series in which he hit two grand slams on separate 

days against the New Orleans Baby Cakes, and another stretch that saw him hit five home runs in four games. Tauchman 

could not be stopped, and he was eventually named the Albuquerque Isotope’s 2018 MVP and made the All-Pacific Coast 

League Team for the second year in a row. 

During all of this success, however, the Rockies offense continued to struggle despite their playoff push. Their lineups 

mostly consisted of CarGo, Parra, and Blackmon in the outfield, with David Dahl finally getting some much deserved 

action, but the Rockies seemed to have given up on the youth movement. Meanwhile, Tauchman raked for the ‘Topes, 

and in mid-August even Carson Cistulli of FanGraphs mused: 

It remains mystifying that a contending club with such an obvious weakness in the outfield wouldn’t consider giving 

Tauchman a longer trial, whatever his pedigree. That said, much of everything else in the world remains mystifying, as 

well. 

We’ll never know if Tauchman could’ve ridden his success back to Coors to help the Rockies in a playoff push that saw 

them score four runs in their final forty innings and be swept by the Brewers in the NLDS. But he was possibly the hottest 

bat in the whole organization at the time, and it does feel like they missed an opportunity to at least find out. 

  

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302016/mike-tauchman
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301988/david-dahl
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-fringe-five-baseballs-most-compelling-fringe-prospects-118/
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-2018-replacement-level-killers-center-field-and-designated-hitter/
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/milwaukee-brewers
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Ian Desmond’s two good months couldn’t salvage his season 
Desmond was pretty good in June and July, but at other times he dragged down the lineup 

 
By Eric Garcia McKinley | Purple Row | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 35, Ian Desmond (-0.6 rWAR) 

We’ll start with the positive: Ian Desmond was legitimately good in June and July and was a huge value to the team 

during a stretch where the Rockies went 28-22. In 48 games — or about 30% of a 162 game season — Desmond hit 

.291/.383/.534 with 10 home runs. For those two months, he more or less hit like Charlie Blackmon. 

I wish there were more obvious positives. Instead, there are a lot more negatives at at least one faith-based positive. Not 

only that, but the negatives are so substantial that they wash a lot of the positive away. All players have hot and cold 

stretches, but not all players have cold stretches that turn two-months worth of honest-to-god value and still end up on the 

wrong side of replacement level. 

If we’re picking out months in a season to illustrate a glimpse of the good, it’s only fair to identify two months when 

Desmond basically hit like an old Molina. During the 49 games — or about 30% of a 162 game season — Desmond 

played in April and August, he hit .177/.225/.328 and created a black hole in the Rockies lineup that the team chose not to 

do much at all about. Desmond did enough with the rest of his at bats during the season, including those two good 

months in June and July, to prevent his season from being a total catastrophe, but I don’t think anybody would accept that 

level of bad in exchange for his sliver of good. 

That’s how a player can be an asset to the team for two months and still end up as the least valuable first baseman in the 

National League. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/33859/ian-desmond
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301991/ian-desmond
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303176/ian-desmond
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/129414/charlie-blackmon
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The conversation with Desmond can’t stop there though, and we know that because it never does. It’s clear as day that 

Desmond had a really poor baseball season. His saving graces are a couple of contextual statistics. He had a positive 

Win Probability Added, 0.23, but that still ranked just seventh among position players on the Rockies and 84th among 

qualified position players. He also had a positive Clutch score, on account of a couple high leverage home runs. But 

again, that score still ranks just seventh among position players on the Rockies, though it was a little better league-wide, 

coming in at 36th best. But those measures only edge Desmond’s season from “really bad” to “acceptable if you prioritize 

a few big moments.” 

The other touchstone of the Desmond Discourse is his role in the clubhouse. The Rockies maintain that Desmond is an 

immensely positive presence and that he provides value to the team that isn’t captured on his Baseball Reference page. 

Unfortunately, the best evidence for this right now is “because the Rockies say so.” That’s not satisfying. I am 100% sure 

that a personality can affect a team in positive or negative ways, and I’m even willing to entertain the idea that Desmond 

really is valuable to the team because of intangibles. 

But it’s extremely difficult to credit that to a player when the only evidence is a trusting word from people who have zero 

incentive to say otherwise while everything quantifiable says the opposite. If the Rockies happen to have a genius in their 

front office who has managed to quantify and communicate the value of a personality in the clubhouse and has made the 

intangible tangible, and they know that Desmond really is valuable to the team, we’ll soon know because that person will 

be hired elsewhere for more money very soon. 

The second year of Desmond’s contract went better than the first, but it still didn’t go well. Ultimately, the analysis of 

Desmond’s season with the 2018 Rockies can be summarized in a sentence: It’s hard to see how the 2018 Rockies were 

better with Desmond than they would have been without him. 
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Colorado Rockies: Getting a catcher needs to be a focus this offseason 

 
By Noah Yingling | Rox Pile | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

This past offseason, the Colorado Rockies signed Chris Iannetta to help their catching situation. However, 

Iannetta and the rest of the Rockies platoon of catchers, which included Tony Wolters, Tom Murphy, and Drew 

Butera, all of them struggled offensively and, according to Baseball Reference, all but Wolters were at or below 

league average defensively. 

This offseason, the free agent class is one of the best (if not the best) in recent memory. It includes the likes of elite 

players like Bryce Harper, Manny Machado, Clayton Kershaw (if he opts out of his contract with the Dodgers), Craig 

Kimbrel, Josh Donaldson, and many others. 

One position that is strong, but not as strong as some others, in the free agent class is catcher. 

The Rockies had a need last offseason and they decided to do a stop gap with Chris Iannetta. However, his -8 DRS and 

85 OPS+ isn’t particularly great. Nor was Drew Butera’s -8 DRS (all -8 before he was acquired by the Rockies in August, 

however) and 54 OPS+, Tom Murphy’s 58 OPS+ and -1 DRS. 

At least with Tony Wolters, who had an OPS+ of 48, he provides the Rockies with versatility (he played at 2B, 3B, and RF 

this season as well as catcher) and he is one of the better defensive catchers in all of baseball (12 DRS). 

Some of the better catchers include Wilson Ramos, who was the American League’s starter in the All Star game at 

catcher and he had an OPS+ of 130, and Yasmani Grandal (121 OPS+ and 9 DRS). 

In addition, on the trade front, the Marlins could look to trade their All-Star catcher J.T. Realmuto and the Royals may 

even look to trade their All-Star catcher Salvador Perez in order to get rid of some salary as well as get younger. 

Offense needs to be the main thing, though, as the Rockies had one of the worst team OPS+ this past season and the 

Rockies catchers were one of the worst in all of baseball. They were 27th in batting average, 12th in on-base percentage, 

24th in slugging percentage. 
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Colorado Rockies: Kyle Freeland’s 2018 pave the way for free agents? 

 
By Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

Kyle Freeland of the Colorado Rockies put together an amazing season in 2018. Now, could that success equal an 

opportunity for the Rockies to lure in other starting pitchers in free agency? 

It has long been thought that Denver’s altitude and the challenges of pitching there would be a deterrent for many starting 

pitchers who might look at the Colorado Rockies in free agency. The thought of inflated earned run averages by pitching 

at a mile above sea level has often been used as a reason why a big-time free agent would choose another location other 

than Denver as his new home. However, Freeland proved this season that starting pitchers can succeed at altitude. 

Freeland pieced together the best season ERA ever logged by a Rockies pitcher, piecing together a 2.85 ERA in 33 

starts covering 202.1 innings in 2018. The 25-year-old southpaw was particularly effective pitching in his hometown of 

Denver, posting a 10-2 record and 2.40 ERA at Coors Field. Opposing batters hit just .228 against him overall in Denver 

last season. 

It is logical to think that this certainly will be used when recruiting other free agent starting pitchers to come to Denver. 

Among those names in 2019 are Dallas Keuchel, Patrick Corbin, Lance Lynn and even possibly Clayton Kershaw. 

Now that the thought of “starters can’t succeed at altitude” has been broken and the Rockies are positioned to once again 

compete for the National League West in 2019, could it be the proverbial “perfect storm” that could help the Rockies land 

another frontline pitcher to already go along with a strong rotation? 

Colorado’s rotation could certainly receive a boost from landing a veteran starter who could pitch alongside 

Freeland, German Marquez, Tyler Anderson, Jon Grayand Antonio Senzatela. With Freeland’s season as a blueprint 

for success in Denver, the chances of landing a starter may have been upped. 

The Rockies have not spent big on starting pitching since the Denny Neagle and Mike Hampton debacle. Could that 

change soon? Possibly … and it is even more possible now that the hometown kid has proven that one can pitch very 

effectively at Coors Field. 
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Jon Gray looks to regain strength following disappointing 2018 season 

 
By Aniello Piro | Mile High Sports | Oct. 11, 2018 
 

Jon Gray was expected to develop into one of the dominant front-of-the-line arms for the Colorado Rockies’ rotation in the 

2018 season. The expectations did not become a reality for Gray and the Rockies as the 26-year-old struggled to 

establish even a consistent presence on the mound – and wound up falling out of Colorado’s postseason plans altogether. 

Gray finished the season with a record of 12-9 and an ERA of 5.12. While Gray struggled, starting pitchers, Kyle Freeland 

and German Marquez ascended as the featured arms in the Rockies’ starting rotation. 

2018 was a down year for Gray, and he vows to improve in the 2019 season, in part by building up his strength. 

“It starts with getting very strong,” Gray said. “I am going to get as strong as I can physically get this offseason. It’s going 

to be really fun. I am excited to see what I can do with it, because I have been strong before and I have been really good 

before, so I am going to get back to what I do best.” 

Gray has not performed well in high-leverage situations, struggling in his two career Opening Day starts, the 2017 Wild 

Card game, and game 161 of the 2018 regular season. 

Adding muscle and getting stronger is something Gray thinks will help him in all aspects of his game. 

“It [has] an effect on everything, even your mind,” Gray said. 

Gray was noticeably trimmer in 2018. He intends to “lift as much weight as he can” to give himself a solid foundation 

entering a critical year. 

“I am down about 20 pounds this year,” Gray said at the end of the season. “My body kind of did a 180 this year. I want to 

get it under control and get back to being strong.” 

Gray mentioned that dropping 20 pounds was not by design; so his primary focus will be on rebuilding himself physically. 

He said his goal was to get his weight up to around 230 pounds for next season. 
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Gray had issues all across the board last season, but was concerned with a drop in velocity, which is something he feels 

made him vulnerable on the mound. 

“My velocity was down this year,” Gray said. “There was not a lot of good things with me. I want to start with that, have a 

good foundation to build off of.” 

The Rockies’ 2018 season was successful in many ways; however, arguably their most prominent bright spot was the 

emergence of their 1-2 punch at the top of the rotation with Freeland and Marquez. If the Rockies want to further their 

success in 2019, they can do so by adding another power arm to the mix, a role that Gray has long been expected to 

fill. With a new offseason plan in place, Gray is hoping to rebuild physically to return to the dominant flamethrower he 

believes he could be for the Rockies. 

  



    

23 

 

Rockies’ bats blinded by Postseason lights 

 
By Rich Allen | BSN Denver | Oct. 13, 2018 
 

In 2017, the youthful and exuberant Houston Astros took MLB by storm, slamming their way through the Postseason and 

downing the Los Angeles Dodgers in an exciting and energizing World Series. Alex Bregman, Carlos Correa and Jose 

Altuve electrified a lineup, baseball team and city and created baseball’s newest dynasty. 

In 2018, a Colorado Rockies team whose core was centered around youth got polar opposite results in their first Division 

Series berth in nearly a decade. 

The lack of experience that put a chip on the Astros’ shoulders sent the Rockies’ bats into a panicked frenzy that spelled 

the demise of their season. The offensive production that had been just enough to put together 91 wins in the regular 

season and squeak out a 13-inning Wild Card clincher disappeared entirely, blown further and further away by every whiff 

taken off a Milwaukee Brewers pitcher’s delivery. 

“You just want to get the knock,” outfielder David Dahl said. “You want to be the guy that helps the team. So, you just 

want to help the team so bad that you just try too much.” 

In this year’s edition of Rocktober, the bats were as cold as the weather in Denver for NLDS Game 3. The Rockies 

struggled to tally just four runs in 40 offensive innings. That’s less than a run per game. If you include the National League 

West tiebreaker, it goes up to six runs in 49 innings. The average goes up to a whopping 1.1 runs per game. 

In the final 10 games of the regular season, they scored 7.1 runs per game. In the eyes of the 24-year-old Dahl, who went 

0-for-11 with three strikeouts in his first exposure to the MLB playoffs, the big lights were too blinding for him and his 

teammates. 

“I felt we were just trying to do too much at the plate. We wanted to get that big hit and so we expanded the zone a lot. We 

chased a lot. So, we just have to get better at living in the moment and not letting it get too big for us.” 

Dahl entered the playoffs scalding and the reigning NL Player of the Week, smashing six home runs in the final seven 

games on the schedule. 
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Over the next week, he was a non-factor, along with the rest of the offense. The Rockies’ trio of All-Star bats — Trevor 

Story, Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon — went 10-for-49 with 14 strikeouts in the Postseason run, and 6-for-35 with 

12 strikeouts in the NLDS. 

Forty percent of the big bats’ production came in 25 percent of the games played. In the second round, they struck out 

twice for every hit they recorded, failing to back up a pitching staff that ultimately rose to the task despite also having little-

to-no playoff experience. 

Dahl said he’ll be replaying at-bats in his mind at least through the World Series, but at some point the team has to turn 

the page and get ready for 2019. 

“It’s definitely tough, we’re all upset here. But we had a good year. We just need to learn from everything, learn from the 

experience we just had and just get to work in the offseason and get ready. 

“I expect us to be back in the playoffs next year.” 
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