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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 1914-At 19 years and 29 days, Pete Schneider becomes the youngest Red to hit a home run in the modern era with an inside-the-

park home run at the Polo Grounds 
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DeSclafani unable to slow Yelich, Brewers 

Milwaukee's MVP candidate records 2nd cycle vs. Reds this year 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

1:08 AM EDT 

 

MILWAUKEE -- Anthony DeSclafani has two more starts left in 2018 with a chance to head into the offseason with a slightly 

better feeling. The Reds right-hander is keenly aware that his four September starts have seen him knocked out of orbit and into a 

solar system far from successful. At the same, the Reds don't know why. 

 

DeSclafani gave up two home runs in the fifth inning as the Reds were roughed up by Christian Yelich and the Brewers during an 8-

0 loss Monday night at Miller Park. DeSclafani is 0-2 with 7.79 ERA in his last four games. 

 

"[I'm] trying to figure something out to make it different, help me get through five, six, seven innings without it being a struggle 

almost every inning," he said. "It's pretty frustrating, but sometimes this game is going to kick you in the butt. It's going to challenge 

you, and I just need to accept the challenge and try to figure out a way to get better, get over the hump and just be better than what I 

am." 

 

DeSclafani completed five innings for the first time this month, giving up three of his four earned runs in the fifth and seven hits 

overall. He walked two and struck out five. 

 

"I feel terrible for Anthony because he can't really identify what the problem is, the ball is coming out so good, he feels great, his 

arm is strong," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

 

As has been the case lately, DeSclafani was mostly smooth the first time facing the lineup -- Milwaukee notched two singles and no 

runs -- only to have problems the second and third time through. Entering the night, opponents batted .211 the first time facing 

DeSclafani, but .306 the second time and .289 the third time. 

 

In the third inning after a one-out walk to Curtis Granderson, Yelich hit a double on his way to hitting for the cycle. The Brewers 

took a 1-0 lead when Lorenzo Cain drove in Granderson with a sacrifice fly. The inning was extended with a wild pitch and a two-

out walk to Travis Shaw before DeSclafani escaped. 

 

Pinch-hitter Domingo Santana led off the fifth by hitting a 1-1 pitch into the left-center-field bullpen. Granderson followed with a 

single before Yelich pulled the first pitch from DeSclafani inside the right-field foul pole for a two-run homer and 4-0 Brewers lead. 

 

"Honestly, I could care less what the numbers are saying the second, third or fourth time through the lineup. I'll leave those numbers 

for Jim and he can use those to manage the game how he likes," DeSclafani said. "All I know from past experience is I am able to 

handle the second time through the lineup and the third time. I've done it before. It's not a question of whether I can do it or not. I 

know I can do it. I've got to do it." 

 

Left-handed hitters like Yelich have been rough on DeSclafani this season. He's allowed 15 homers vs. lefties compared to seven 

against righty hitters -- including Santana. 

 

"Yelich, specifically, but left-handed hitters in general have hurt us so much, have hurt Anthony -- a lot of our pitchers have been 

hurt by these Cubs, Brewers, Pittsburgh lineups in our division," Riggleman said. "Until we figure out how to get these left-handers 

out, we're not going to rise in the division." 

 

In 19 starts this season, after missing the first two months with a left oblique strain, DeSclafani is 7-6 with a 4.92 ERA. 



 

As August came to an end, DeSclafani had every reason to be optimistic that he would end his season strong. He went 3-1 with a 

2.62 ERA in five starts last month and had four walks compared to 27 strikeouts. Over four starts in September, it's been rough 

results, to say the least. 

 

"I don't feel any different than August," DeSclafani said. "I don't feel like I'm getting behind batters or doing anything different. I'm 

not quite sure what the main difference is from August to September. All I know is I'm not getting outs. I'm not keeping runs off the 

board and I'm not giving my team a chance to win. It's irrelevant what August was. I have to be better today." 

 

According to Statcast™, batters had a hard-hit rate of 39 percent against DeSclafani through July 31, with a barrel rate of 8.2 

percent. He was able to get much weaker contact in August, with a 23.3 percent hard-hit rate that was fifth lowest in the Majors 

among 152 pitchers with a minimum of 50 batted balls. The barrel rate was 3.8 percent. 

 

In September, DeSclafani returned to his pre-August baseline with a hard-hit rate of 35.7 percent and an 8.9 percent barrel rate. 

 

"The velo is there. The breaking ball seems to be sharp. I'm not figuring it out right now," DeSclafani said. "One thing I'm thankful 

for is that I am healthy and I get the chance to accept this challenge and figure something out. For that I'm definitely grateful but at 

the same time, no doubt it's frustrating. There is no doubt that it's unacceptable." 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Yelich cycles the Reds, again: The game got away from the Reds during the four-run sixth against relievers Wandy Peralta and 

Jesus Reyes. Yelich completed his cycle with a two-run triple to center field, which brought the crowd of 32,145 fans to their feet 

for a standing ovation. 

 

Yelich finished 4-for-4 in the game and became the fifth player in the Major Leagues to hit for a cycle twice in one season and the 

only one to do it against the same team twice. He also hit for the cycle on Aug. 29 during a six-hit performance in Cincinnati. This 

season against the Reds, he is 24-for-48 (.500) with seven homers, 17 RBIs and 12 runs. 

 

"There's no question that he is hot right now," said DeSclafani, who like Yelich is a former Marlin. "He's doing some amazing 

things over there. It's well deserved. I know him from Miami and I know that he works his butt off. They all projected that he was 

going to be a top of the league hitter. I think if I just make my pitches, I can give myself a chance to get him out." 

 

While he was at it, Yelich also moved into a tie with the Reds' Scooter Gennett in the race for the National League batting title. 

Gennett was 1-for-3 with a single and remained at .318 while Yelich's average jumped from .313. 

 

SOUND SMART 

When Mason Williams hit a single with Tim Federowicz on second base, it snapped Cincinnati's 0-for-30 streak with runners in 

scoring position and 0-for-44 stretch on the road with RISP. Federowicz was unable to score on the hit, leaving the Reds blanked as 

they dropped four of their last five games with two runs or fewer scored in each. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"We're in a little funk where we're not swinging it real well right now, but that happens. We've got a good offensive ballclub, we'll 

continue to have a good offensive ballclub, but I'm more concerned about the pitching. These left-handed hitters are beating up on 

us. We've got to figure it out." -- Riggleman 

 

UP NEXT 

As Gennett and Yelich continue to compete for the NL batting title, reliever Michael Lorenzen will make his first start for the Reds 

since 2015 when the Reds face the Brewers again at 7:40 p.m. ET Tuesday. Lorenzen is expected to be on a limit of 50-60 pitches. 

Chase Anderson is scheduled to start for Milwaukee. 

 

 

Garrett at home in 'pen, open to starting in '19 

Lefty rebounds in relief after rocky 2017 debut in Reds' rotation 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Sep. 17th, 2018 

 

MILWAUKEE -- After a year in which many of their starters struggled for consistent success, the Reds will certainly have to take 

stock of their rotation options heading into 2019. Left-hander Amir Garrett has worked out of the bullpen all season but started 14 

games in 2017. 

 

Garrett noted he would do what the team asks, but he made it clear on Monday that he's found his niche as a reliever. 

 



"I'm up for whatever they have in store for me," Garrett said. "I've got a whole year of being in the big leagues, and that helps a lot. 

I've learned a lot being up here for the whole year in the bullpen. I took my lumps and bruises and had some success and some 

failures. Overall, I feel like I've handled it pretty well. I can do whatever they want. But I really like my home in the bullpen." 

 

Garrett was 3-8 with a 7.49 ERA in his 14 starts during the '17 season. Entering Spring Training this year, he was on the periphery 

of candidates for the rotation and ultimately didn't get into the starting five. But the club has watched other young pitchers like Sal 

Romano, Tyler Mahle, Robert Stephenson and veteran Homer Bailey get roughed up. Matt Harvey, acquired in May, will be a free 

agent. 

 

It appears that Luis Castillo and Anthony DeSclafani are the only two locks heading into next season. 

 

Garrett, 26, entered the series opener vs. the Brewers with a 4.42 ERA in 61 appearances. His 2018 season began strongly with a 

1.93 ERA over his first 27 games, before zooming up to 7.52 in his last 34 games. He missed 12 games this month with a bruised 

left foot and was also hit on the same leg by a comebacker on June 26 in Atlanta, which may have precipitated some of his declining 

numbers. 

 

On four occasions this season, Garrett was used for two or more innings. He's also had situations where he's faced one batter -- like 

on Friday and Sunday against the Cubs when he was called in to face Anthony Rizzo both times. 

 

Garrett prefers to be used regularly out of the bullpen rather than be idle for four or five days between games as a starting pitcher. 

 

"I love being available to pitch every day. I love big situations," Garrett said. "I've ran into some trouble of late or whatever. But I 

like being in there. Like the situation I was in [Sunday vs. Rizzo], I was in a bunch of those situations this year. I love the adrenaline 

and the crowd screaming. It's an awesome thing to be a part of." 

 

Summoned in the bottom of the seventh with two outs and two men on as the Reds held a 2-1 lead, Garrett replaced Castillo and 

struck out Rizzo with a slider. Cincinnati went on win by one run. 

 

"I'm always up for the challenge," Garrett said. 

 

Injury updates 

• Stephenson, who has been on the 10-day disabled list since Aug. 30 because of right shoulder tendinitis, has not been with the club 

on the road trip. When the club returns to Cincinnati next week, there will be five games left in the season. It's not clear if 

Stephenson will be activated before the offseason. 

 

"It's winding down. It's becoming less likely," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "If he were to get an inning or two in 

during that last series against Pittsburgh, that would be fine. He'd have to show he's absolutely 100 percent for us to warrant putting 

him out there for a couple of innings." 

 

Stephenson is 0-2 with a 9.26 ERA in four games, including three starts. In 11 2/3 innings after he was called up in August, he 

allowed 17 hits and 12 walks with 11 strikeouts. 

 

• Mahle has been on the trip and working out while dealing with right shoulder fatigue. 

 

"He's throwing his side sessions and all that," Riggleman said. "Whether he starts again, I don't know. If he gets a couple of innings 

of relief, we might be able to do it in a simulated situation as opposed to a game situation to [help] him confirm in his own mind, 

'Yeah, I feel great going into the offseason and do my normal offseason program to get ready for next year.'" 

 

 

NL batting race aligns in Reds-Brewers series 

Yelich's 4-hit cycle in opener ties Gennett atop leaderboard 

By Adam McCalvy MLB.com @AdamMcCalvy 

Sep. 17th, 2018 

 

MILWAUKEE -- The road to the National League batting title travels through Miller Park this week, though you won't see it on the 

scoreboard unless you look closely when the Reds' Scooter Gennett and the Brewers' Christian Yelich and Lorenzo Cain come to 

bat. 

 

Miller Park is one of many stadiums around baseball where batting average next to a player's name in the lineup has been replaced 

by a more advanced statistic that better captures offensive performance. In this case, it's OPS. 

 



"I remember when they switched that. I think it was my last year here," Gennett said. "I thought it was odd. It probably took fans 

awhile to understand it." 

 

Gennett said he considers OPS the truest way to measure a hitter, but he misses batting average on the big board. You can't blame 

him for wanting that number up there in lights. Gennett leads the NL with a .318 average, now tied with Yelich after his 4-for-4 

performance and historic cycle in Milwaukee's 8-0 victory Monday night. Cain is also near the top of the NL leaderboard, batting 

.309. 

 

The Brewers have never had a batting champion in 49 seasons as a franchise. The Reds have had nine since joining the NL in 1890, 

including Pete Rose three times. 

 

"I think the batting title is still viewed as a big deal by players," Gennett said. "There are [statistics] people don't like as much or like 

more, but that's the same as always. You have your batting title, your MVPs, your Gold Gloves, your Silver Sluggers, your stolen-

base leaders. All of those things are still relevant. 

 

"But until it's down to the last week or even the last day, I'm not going to worry about it too much." 

 

Yelich and Cain, meanwhile, have the Brewers' postseason bid on their minds, not the batting title. Both have surged into contention 

in the second half with the Majors' top two batting averages since the All-Star break: Yelich at .343 entering Monday and Cain at 

.337. 

 

"I think all of those end-of-the season things, there's a little bit of meaning to them," Brewers manager Craig Counsell said. "The 

batting title, it's not statistically something that's valued [as much as before], but it's still an accomplishment and a sign of a great 

offensive season." 

 

Major League Baseball formally recognizes the winner in each league as the "Tony Gwynn National League Batting Champion" 

and the "Rod Carew American League Batting Champion." 

 

But as statistics have evolved, should the criteria of the "batting title" be updated to a worthier statistic? 

 

"That's a bigger debate that I don't care to wade into," Counsell said with a grin. "It's a core number of baseball statistics. Is it the 

best? We're not talking about playing value on it, we're talking about who did the best job getting hits. That's what it's telling you. 

And the guys who are doing it are very difficult outs and very good players. There's no bad players at the top of that list." 

 

Gennett is unique from the others in the top four in that the Reds are not playing for the postseason. That could come into play on 

the final day of the season, because teams sometimes remove players from games to protect the players' average. Gennett said he 

would resist such a move, "But if Jim [Riggleman] takes me out, that's their option." 

 

He smiled and added, "What I really want is to hit .333." 

 

Gennett wears uniform No. 3 in homage to the late racing legend Dale Earnhardt. 

 

"That's my favorite number," he said. "I told somebody this before, and I was kind of joking but kind of serious: If it's the last day 

and I'm hitting .334 going into my last at-bat, I'm getting out on purpose. I would rather hit .333 than win a batting title." 

 

 

Ranking the rookies by their long-term potential 

By Jim Callis MLB.com @JimCallisMLB 

Sep. 17th, 2018 

 

Juan Soto is having a historic season, perhaps the best offensive performance ever for a 19-year-old. Ronald Acuna nearly has 

matched Soto's numbers while displaying a broader range of skills, turning in the best rookie season by a 20-year-old since Mike 

Trout. 

 

Barring a drastic tailspin in the final two weeks, Soto and Acuna will become just the fourth and fifth rookies in baseball history to 

record a .900 OPS with 400 or more plate appearances at age 20 or younger. Soto is the lone teenager in that group, which also 

includes Hall of Famers Ted Williams and Frank Robinson as well as Trout, a lock for Cooperstown. 

  

Choosing between Acuna and Soto will be a difficult task for National League Rookie of the Year voters. It's equally challenging to 

separate them in our annual rankings of which rookies have the brightest long-term futures. 

 



As always, we're only considering players who will loose their rookie eligibility by season's end, which is why potential stars such 

as Victor Robles and Kyle Tucker are absent from the list below. Age matters a lot, which is why we've included each player's 

seasonal age (as of July 1) in parentheses. 

 

1. Ronald Acuna, OF, Braves (20) 

Acuna gets the edge because while he can't match Soto's patience, he has more power, more speed and more defensive value. 

 

2. Juan Soto, OF, Nationals (19) 

Soto is a better pure hitter than Acuna and no slouch in the power department either. Only four teenagers have logged an .800 OPS 

in a season with 400-plus plate appearances: Soto (.953), Hall of Famer Mel Ott (.921), Tony Conigliaro (.883) and Bryce Harper 

(.817). 

 

3. Shohei Ohtani, RHP/DH, Angels (23) 

Before he blew out his elbow, which will require Tommy John surgery, Ohtani joined Babe Ruth as the only players with 20 homers 

and 50 innings in the same season. He leads all rookies with a .957 OPS and averaged 11.0 strikeouts per nine innings on the 

mound. 

 

4. Gleyber Torres, 2B/SS, Yankees (21) 

Only two middle infielders 21 or younger have exceeded Torres' 23 homers this year -- Alex Rodriguez and Cal Ripken Jr. -- and 

his hitting ability is more impressive than his power. 

 

5. Walker Buehler, RHP, Dodgers (23) 

Three years removed from Tommy John surgery, Buehler has rivaled Clayton Kershaw as the best pitcher on the Dodgers staff 

while showing the ability to miss bats with his fastball, slider and curveball. 

 

6. Jack Flaherty, RHP, Cardinals (22) 

While Flaherty isn't as overpowering as Buehler, he has missed more bats (10.9 strikeouts per nine innings versus 9.9) in large part 

because of his quality changeup. 

 

7. Willy Adames, SS/2B, Rays (22) 

A slightly lesser version of Torres offensively, Adams has taken off since the Rays made him an everyday big leaguer in late July. 

 

8. Miguel Andujar, 3B, Yankees (23) 

Andujar has big-time power and leads all rookies in offensive wins above replacement (4.3, as calculated by Baseball Reference), 

but he needs a lot of work defensively despite possessing a cannon arm. 

 

9. Austin Meadows, OF, Rays (23) 

Acquired from the Pirates in the Chris Archer trade in July, Meadows may fit best on an outfield corner but has the hitting ability 

and power to make an impact there. 

 

10. Tyler O'Neill, OF, Cardinals (23) 

O'Neill has 127 homers in four full pro seasons, and while power is his ticket, he gets the job done on the bases and the outfield 

corners. 

 

11. Jesse Winker, OF, Reds (24) 

A hitting machine with strong plate discipline and at least average power, Winker batted .362/.465/.554 in June and July before an 

injury to his right shoulder necessitated season-ending surgery. 

 

12. Ryan McMahon, 1B/3B, Rockies (23) 

McMahon may have the least exciting numbers (.237/.311/.387) on the upper half of this list, but they don't do justice to his solid 

hitting ability and pop, which should show up once he gets regular playing time. 

 

13. Shane Bieber, RHP, Indians (23) 

Perennially underrated because he operates with mostly average stuff, Bieber has proven he can thrive in the Majors by relying on 

his outstanding control. 

 

14. Jake Bauers, 1B/OF, Rays (22) 

Bauers surprisingly has had trouble staying above the Mendoza Line, but that shouldn't be a problem going forward and his power 

and patience have been obvious. 

 

15. Corbin Burnes, RHP, Brewers (23) 



Burnes' average to solid stuff plays up because he controls it so well, enabling him to contribute to the Brewers' playoff drive as a 

reliever and allowing him to project as a mid-rotation starter in the long run. 

 

The next 15 

16. Harrison Bader, OF, Cardinals (24) 

17. Brian Anderson, OF/3B, Marlins (25) 

18. Carson Kelly, C, Cardinals (23) 

19. Max Fried, LHP, Braves (24) 

20. Ramon Laureano, OF, Athletics (23) 

21. Lewis Brinson, OF, Marlins (24) 

22. J.P. Crawford, SS/3B, Phillies (23) 

23. Franklin Barreto, 2B, Athletics (22) 

24. Fernando Romero, RHP, Twins (23) 

25. David Bote, 3B/2B, Cubs (25) 

26. Scott Kingery, INF, Phillies (24) 

27. Dustin Fowler, OF, Athletics (23) 

28. Seranthony Dominguez, RHP, Phillies (23) 

29. A.J. Minter, RHP, Braves (24) 

30. Jaime Barria, RHP, Angels (21) 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Christian Yelich makes history with another cycle as Cincinnati Reds' slump continues 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 10:25 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2018 | Updated 11:42 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2018 

 

MILWAUKEE – For the last few games, the Reds have seen their lineup turn into a home run or nothing offense. 

 

Monday's series opener against the Milwaukee Brewers was some more nothing. 

 

The slump continued, there was sloppiness in the field and Reds pitchers couldn't stop the Brewers' lineup in an ugly, 8-0 loss at 

Miller Park. It was the 11th time the Reds were shutout this season.  

 

"We're in a little funk where we're not swinging it real well right now, but that happens," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

"We've got a good offensive ballclub. We'll continue to have a good offensive ballclub, but I'm more concerned about the pitching." 

 

No pitcher had any answer for Brewers left fielder Christian Yelich, who hit for his second cycle against the Reds this season. 

Yelich became the fifth player in MLB history to hit for two cycles in the same season, the first to complete both against one team.  

 

Yelich has tormented the Reds all year, apparently taking the torch from teammate Eric Thames. He hit a two-run homer in the fifth 

inning against Reds right-hander Anthony DeSclafani and completed the cycle with a two-run triple in the sixth.  

 

The Miller Park crowd of 32,145 showered Yelich with “M-V-P” chants and he received a standing ovation when he returned to the 

dugout at the end of the sixth inning. 

 

In 12 games against the Reds this season, Yelich has recorded 24 hits, seven homers, 17 RBI and 12 runs. He owns a .556 on-base 

percentage. 

 

"There’s no question that he is hot right now," DeSclafani said of Yelich. "He’s doing some amazing things over there. It’s well 

deserved. I know him from Miami (Marlins) and I know that he works his butt off." 

 

Things started to unravel for DeSclafani in the fifth inning, surrendering a leadoff homer to pinch-hitter Domingo Santana toward 

the Brewers' bullpen in left-center field.  

 

After leadoff hitter Curtis Granderson lined a single into right field, Yelich hooked a homer just inside of the right-field foul pole on 

the next pitch. 

 

"I’m just missing spots at crucial times, maybe," DeSclafani said. "The (velocity) is there. The breaking ball seems to be sharp. I’m 

not figuring it out right now. One thing I’m thankful for is that I am healthy and I get the chance to accept this challenge and figure 

something out." 

 



DeSclafani, who pitched well for most of August, is struggling in the final month of the season. He’s allowed 15 earned runs in 17 

⅓ innings. He raised his ERA to 4.92. 

 

The 28-year-old DeSclafani exited after giving up seven hits and four runs in five innings. Riggleman said he felt "terrible" for 

DeSclafani because they haven't pinpointed a mechanical fix.  

 

"I don’t feel any different than August," DeSclafani said. "I don’t feel like I’m getting behind batters or doing anything different. 

I’m not quite sure what the main difference is from August to September. 

 

"All I know is I’m not getting outs. I’m not keeping runs off the board and I’m not giving my team a chance to win. It’s irrelevant 

what August was. I have to be better today." 

 

Things snowballed in the sixth inning. Left-handed reliever Wandy Peralta gave up two doubles in six pitches. Third baseman 

Eugenio Suárez committed his second error of the night. Rookie Jesus Reyes issued a walk before Yelich tripled and completed 

history. 

 

The Reds have scored three runs or fewer in six straight games. They have the National League's worst record (8-17) since Aug. 22.  

 

Against Brewers lefty Wade Miley, the Reds stranded six runners. Mason Williams ended a 0-for-30 hitless streak with runners in 

scoring position with a single in the top of the ninth inning.  

 

"It's a good ballclub and they are playing for something," Riggleman said of the Brewers. "Them and St. Louis, Cubs obviously, 

those guys are hungry. They are getting after it. They are playing for something. You better be on top of your game or they are 

going to knock you around like they did tonight." 

 

 

How players like Cincinnati Reds shortstop Blake Trahan benefit from September call-ups 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:44 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2018 | Updated 7:20 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2018 

 

MILWAUKEE – Backup Reds shortstop Blake Trahan spent a lot of time before games at Wrigley Field last weekend around the 

batting cages. 

 

It’s one way to stay sharp when receiving rare at-bats, but mostly he was there to watch and learn from his teammates. A September 

call-up, Trahan made his Major League debut earlier this month. 

 

Of course, there’s the thrill of reaching the Major Leagues which is every player’s dream. But he’s hopeful that his call-up can help 

him prepare better throughout the offseason. 

 

“Just be a student of the game,” Trahan said. “See how much video guys watch. See the guys that have success year in and year out, 

see the things that they do. You watch the effort level of guys working the cage and just working with (hitting coaches) Tony 

(Jaramillo) and (Don) Long in the cage, developing good routines to go into the offseason.” 

 

Trahan, a third-round draft pick in 2015, entered Monday’s game against the Milwaukee Brewers with two hits in six at-bats. He 

had a .245 batting average and .327 on-base percentage at Triple-A Louisville this season, ranking second on the team with 55 runs 

scored. 

 

Watching his teammates prepare for each game, Trahan said he’s learned a lot in his two weeks with the Reds.  

 

“Just the consistency of how they work, man,” Trahan said. “Everything is not based on results. It’s about finding that consistency 

and finding that continuous (routine) for day in and day out. That’s the biggest thing that I’ve taken.” 

 

Several of Trahan’s teammates learned the ropes in the Majors as a September call-up. Billy Hamilton was used as a pinch-running 

specialist in 2013. Joey Votto was called up in 2007 and received 84 at-bats in September, finishing second in the Rookie of the 

Year voting the following season. 

 

Tim Federowicz, the Reds’ third catcher, debuted with the Los Angeles Dodgers in Sept. 2011. 

 

“You’re without the stress of having to perform,” Federowicz said. “You get to talk to the guys, pick guys’ brains, sit on the bench, 

talk to pitchers and hitters. Work day in and day out with hitting coaches without actually having to go out there and do it on the 

field. Yeah, there’s a lot of benefits. It means you’re working with the best instruction in the organization and you get to build off 

that.” 



 

Trahan said it’s a different type of learning environment for a rookie in September than Spring Training. Teams are trying to win 

each game. Routines are set in stone, instead of working toward the start of the year. 

 

“It definitely helps to be around these guys for a whole month,” the 25-year-old Trahan said. “Take what you learn up here, take it 

into the offseason and continue to work.” 

 

LORENZEN PITCH COUNT: Michael Lorenzen, who will make his first start of the season Tuesday, will be limited to around 50-

60 pitches, Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. 

 

Lorenzen threw a season-high 66 pitches on Aug. 14 against the Cleveland Indians, completing 4 ⅓ innings.  

 

The right-handed Lorenzen was hoping he wouldn’t require a pitch count. He’s the type of pitcher who would pitch every game if 

possible. 

 

“As many (innings) as they need, whatever they want,” Lorenzen said Saturday. “It doesn’t matter. Until he says, ‘You’re done,’ 

I’m going to continue to go out there.” 

 

GARRETT/RIZZO PART VII: Reds left-handed reliever Amir Garrett faced one batter in Saturday’s game and one batter Sunday. 

Both times it was a familiar face: Anthony Rizzo, the Chicago Cubs’ slugger. 

 

Garrett has faced Rizzo seven times this season, earning three strikeouts and allowing one hit. With two runners on base Sunday, 

Garrett struck out Rizzo to end the seventh inning. 

 

Garrett said there’s no secret in the scouting report against Rizzo. He just tries to throw his best pitches at him. 

 

“I don’t believe too much in the scouting report because I don’t pitch to hitters’ weaknesses. I pitch to my strengths,” Garrett said. 

“Maybe his strengths are his weaknesses that day or his weaknesses are his strength that day. If you throw a pitch there and he hits a 

home run or something like that, ‘Well, the scouting report said this is his cold spot.’ I don’t really go off that. I like to pitch to my 

strengths.” 

 

 

Eagle Eye: Bo Thompson grew up watching the Cincinnati Reds, now leads replay challenges 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:18 p.m. ET Sept. 17, 2018 

 

MILWAUKEE – There are few people who watch the Reds as closely as Bo Thompson. Whenever there’s a close play on the field, 

Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman or bench coach Pat Kelly immediately give him a call. 

 

Thompson is in his third season running the Reds’ replay reviews from the clubhouse. On computer screens, he has access to all the 

television feeds. The Reds have overturned calls on 37 percent of their challenges this year, which is 28th in the Majors. 

 

It can be a little strange watching the games through the television feed when sometimes he’s only steps away from the dugout. He 

can hear the cheers from the crowd on plays, but it’s his job to keep a close eye for possible challenges. 

 

“I think the toughest part is you just have to make sure you’re locked in on every pitch because you never know when a play might 

happen,” Thompson said. “There are things that come up that are pretty rare, so you just have to make sure you’re paying attention 

on every play.” 

 

Thompson, who grew up a Reds fan in Boyd County, Kentucky, does a lot more than handle replays. His official title is Manager of 

Major League Video Operations. He compiles video on Reds hitters and pitchers, along with all of the players on opposing teams. 

There’s an advanced scouting component of his job, too. 

 

He learned the replay component of the position by watching the former replay coordinator, Rob Coughlin. Thompson has handled 

it for about two-and-a-half years. 

 

“The biggest thing about it is,” Thompson said, “that’s a way for a guy who’s not on the field to help contribute in some way.” 

 

Before Thompson was hired as an intern in the Reds' front office in 2013, he studied accounting and business management at the 

University of Kentucky. 

 



A former cross country runner in high school, Thompson said he became a little bored in his first semester of college and emailed a 

Kentucky baseball coach about helping out with its program. 

 

“I’d always been involved in something whether it was sports or other things,” Thompson said. “I was just looking to get involved 

so I emailed the head coach and it kind of went from there where he was like, ‘You could come be an equipment manager.’ I was 

like, ‘Sure, let’s do it. Let’s give a shot.’” 

 

During college, Thompson started working in the baseball office daily to help schedule the team’s travel and he attended practices 

each day. He jokes he tried to fit in some classes, too. 

 

By his junior year, he knew he wanted his future to be in baseball. Thompson credits former Kentucky baseball coach Gary 

Henderson for helping him advance his career in baseball. 

 

“I was like I don’t really see myself working in an office for the rest of my life,” Thompson said. “I really like sports. I’ve always 

been pretty competitive.” 

 

From a college baseball equipment manager to running replay reviews for his favorite childhood team, Thompson is just happy to 

help the Reds whenever they need it.  

 

“It’s pretty rare that you end up working for a team that you grew up rooting for,” Thompson said. “I’m really fortunate in that 

regard.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds will test Nick Senzel in left field to find out whether it’s a good fit 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Sep 18, 2018     

 

MILWAUKEE – Ten-time Gold Glove center fielder Ken Griffey Jr. used to say that playing a corner outfield spot was more 

difficult than playing center. 

 

In center field, Griffey said, balls stayed true. You had a better chance of reading them off the bat and they wouldn’t cut or dive as 

much as they do in the corners. The difficult parts of playing center field were physical, covering more ground than in the other 

spots. 

 

That, Reds President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams said, is why the Reds will start top prospect Nick Senzel in left field 

when the instructional league begins on Oct. 1. 

 

Left field, Williams said, is the most difficult spot, so the Reds would like to see Senzel there first. 

 

Left field is the lowest of the three spots on the defensive spectrum – meaning it has the least value as a defensive position – but that 

doesn’t mean it’s the easiest, Reds outfield coach Billy Hatcher said. 

 

“Because of the angles you have, you have all the right-handed hitters and the majority of hitters are right-handed,” Hatcher said. 

“From center field and right field, you have a better angle for seeing home plate (against right-handers).” 

 

And while the throws are shorter, Hatcher noted, there is less room for error. 

 

“A lot of them put them in left field because they think it’s the easiest to play and they think it’s the shortest throw, but it’s the 

toughest throw because you have to be accurate throwing from left,” Hatcher said. “The runner is always running right down the 

line, so you have to be accurate. If you miss to the foul-ball side of the plate, he’s safe, you’ve got to throw on the inside part of the 

line. It’s the toughest – in right field, you can miss here or up the line and you’re OK. You can miss up the line in center field, but if 

you miss up the line in left field, they’re safe.” 

 

Williams said Senzel could play the other two outfield spots if he feels comfortable in left first. The Reds want to see everywhere 

Senzel can play – much as they did with shortstop last spring. The Reds don’t see him as a shortstop long-term, Williams said, even 

though he did get one start at the position before his season-ending finger injury in Louisville. 

 

Senzel could be used much like the Cubs used Kris Bryant, who is primarily a third baseman, but has started 80 games over the last 

four seasons in the outfield. Williams also pointed at the Dodgers’ Cody Bellinger, who is now playing center field in addition to 

first base. 

 



Senzel, exclusively a third baseman the first year-and-a-half of his pro career, was used at shortstop in spring training. He started the 

season playing second base at Triple-A Louisville after the Reds signed third baseman Eugenio Suárez to a seven-year extension. 

Suárez, 27, has had a career-best season, as has second baseman Scooter Gennett, who is under team control for one more year. 

 

Senzel, whose season ended in late June with a finger injury that required surgery, was expected to reach the big leagues in the 

second half of 2018. He should be a part of the team’s 2019 roster. Senzel will need to find another place to play unless Gennett, 28, 

is traded in the offseason. If shortstop is out, that leaves no other spot on the infield (first base is similarly blocked by Joey Votto), 

hence the outfield. 

 

The Reds have had success moving infielders to the outfield in recent years, with Billy Hamilton and Adam Duvall moving from 

shortstop and third base, respectively, to become Gold Glove finalists in the outfield. 

 

A short survey of many of the current Reds outfielders found the majority agreed with Griffey – center is the easiest, as long as you 

have the physical skills to cover that much ground. 

 

Brandon Dixon was an infielder in college and played all the infield positions other than shortstop and all three outfield spots in the 

minors. 

 

“If you have the ability, I think center is the easiest,” Dixon said. “But if you don’t have that ability, you’re going to look a lot worse 

in center than left or right.” 

 

Phillip Ervin, who started in left field in Monday’s 8-0 loss to the Brewers, has started 10 games in center field over the last two 

seasons and was the lone dissent about center being the easiest, but with one big caveat: “I think the corners are a little easier 

because you have less ground to cover. Of course, it could seem easier when you’ve got Billy in center.” 

 

Hamilton, like Gennett, is under team control for just one more season. The 28-year-old is one of the game’s elite defenders and 

baserunners, but hasn’t performed at the plate like the team would hope. The Reds listened to trade offers for him last offseason and 

could revisit those talks this season. There is no obvious replacement for him in center. 

 

Scott Schebler has been the most frequent fill-ins when Hamilton gets the day off in center. Schebler, 27, was a designated hitter in 

college and has made 14 starts in center this season. 

 

“I personally think right’s the hardest, but I’ve probably had the least sample size there through the minor leagues and big-league 

time,” Schebler said. “That’s my opinion. You could talk to anybody, everyone has a different preference if it’s just the way they 

see the ball or the way their body works. For me, personally, left works better because I’m better going to my right. It’s easier for 

me.” 

 

Gennett, who was tried in the outfield in the spring of 2017 by the Brewers and played some there for the Reds last season, said 

right was also the most difficult for him. 

 

“I felt comfortable out there (in left), but in right field, I did not. I felt the opposite of comfortable,” Gennett said. “I don’t know. It’s 

crazy because you’re playing second base, you’d think right field it’s the same side of the field, it’d be better. I think it’s just lefties 

sometimes they just topspin the crap out of the ball and then sometimes they don’t. I feel like in right field, righties just naturally are 

more inside the ball, you don’t see the topspin you’d see from someone like (Cubs first baseman Anthony) Rizzo or those guys.” 

 

The mental side of the outfield, as far as what bases to throw to from where, didn’t present much of a problem for Dixon, who  said 

he was able to take his knowledge from playing the middle infield to the outfield. However, learning the intricacies of each stadium 

has been an issue he hasn’t had to deal with in infields, which are uniform. 

 

“Being a middle infielder, you know with relays what’s going to be happening. That’s never been an issue for me,” Dixon said. 

“But, again, it’s the field. At home, right field is a little shorter and the throws aren’t as far. In left field, there’s a little more room.” 

 

Regardless, it’s a change and one that will require repetitions – reps Senzel will get in instructional league and perhaps in the 

Arizona Fall League. 

 

“I didn’t have a lot of experience out there, not a lot of time that offseason to prepare for that role,” Gennett said. “I think just the 

more you work at it, the better you’re going to get, the better you’re going to position yourself to see the ball better.” 

 

Transactions 
 

09/18/18  



New York Yankees selected the contract of LHP Justus Sheffield from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Yankees transferred LF Clint Frazier from the 7-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Concussion 

New York Yankees recalled RHP Domingo German from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

 

09/17/18  

Los Angeles Dodgers transferred RHP Daniel Hudson from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right forearm 

tightness. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated LHP Tony Cingrani from the 60-day disabled list. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled RHP Yimi Garcia from Rancho Cucamonga Quakes. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled CF Anthony Alford from Buffalo Bisons. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated RHP John Axford from the 10-day disabled list. 

  

 


