
 
 

September 8, 2018 
 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs postponed after yet another bout with Mother Nature, doubleheader 

set for Saturday 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/cubs-postponed-after-yet-another-bout-mother-nature-
doubleheader-set-saturday  

 
• NBC Sports Chicago, The mechanical change that has transformed Justin Wilson into a vital part of 

Cubs bullpen 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/mechanical-change-has-transformed-justin-wilson-vital-
part-cubs-bullpen-playoffs-morrow-strop  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs-Nationals game postponed; doubleheader scheduled for Saturday in 

Washington 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-nationals-20180907-story.html  
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs lean on newcomer Jaime Garcia in Game 1 vs. Nationals ace Max Scherzer 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-jaime-garcia-20180908-
story.html#  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Joe Maddon likes his lineup options, but doubleheader and injuries a 

challenge 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-nationals-rain-20180907-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Tribune, Relief pitcher Justin Wilson content filling various roles ably for Cubs 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-justin-wilson-20180907-
story.html  

 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Justin case? Wilson pitching like a ninth-inning option for Cubs 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/justin-wilson-closer-bullpen-playoffs/  
 
• Chicago Sun-Times, Center of attention: Cubs tinker with outfield alignment ahead of October 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/center-field-cubs-outfield-alignment-kris-bryant-october/  
 

• Daily Herald, Cubs-Nationals postponed; will play doubleheader on Saturday 
https://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180907/cubs-nationals-postponed-will-play-doubleheader-
on-saturday  

 
• The Athletic, After getting spoiled by Aroldis Chapman and Wade Davis, how will Cubs close this 

October? 
https://theathletic.com/511997/2018/09/07/after-getting-spoiled-by-aroldis-chapman-and-wade-
davis-could-cubs-turn-to-justin-wilson-as-their-october-closer/  
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• The Athletic, A slight tweak has some believing Ian Happ is in for a big September: ‘He’s on the 

cusp of getting red hot’ 
https://theathletic.com/509965/2018/09/07/a-slight-tweak-has-some-believing-ian-happ-is-in-for-
a-big-september-hes-on-the-cusp-of-getting-red-hot/  

 
• Cubs.com, Cubs rained out vs. Nats; DH set for today 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-nationals-postponed-due-to-weather/c-293562696  
 

• Cubs.com, Wilson continues to impress in Cubs' bullpen 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/justin-wilson-enjoys-success-in-cubs-bullpen/c-293714616  
 

-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs postponed after yet another bout with Mother Nature, doubleheader set for Saturday  
By Tony Andracki 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — As if a stretch of 23 games in 23 days wasn't already difficult enough, now the 
Cubs have a rain postponement mixed in there. 
 
More than four hours of rain delays Friday evening resulted in moving the game until Saturday. 
 
First pitch of the doubleheader will be at 2:05 p.m. Chicago time, still on NBC Sports Chicago as originally 
scheduled. The second game will begin 45 minutes after the conclusion of the first game. 
 
Before anybody threw a pitch Friday night, the game was delayed for over an hour. It was halted again 
right as Jon Lester was walking to the batter's box in the top of the second inning as the sky opened up 
and it started pouring. 
 
Two hours and 59 minutes after that halt in play, the game was finally called and pushed to Saturday. 
 
Jon Lester will not be available for Saturday's game and the Cubs will roll with recently signed veteran 
Jaime Garcia in Game 1 against Max Scherzer and Cole Hamels in Game 2 (the Nats have not announced 
their starter yet). 
 
On the one hand, this is good news for the Cubs in that they were down most of their "A" relievers 
Friday due to recent work — Pedro Strop, Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson and Jesse Chavez were all 
unavailable.  
 
The bad news is they also now just wasted their ace (Lester) in a game that should've never started in 
the first place. And now the bullpen has to cover the entirety of Game 1, though at least the expanded 
rosters helps make that a whole lot easier. 
 
It also isn't really a day of rest amid this brutal stretch for the Cubs given they had to warm up and 
played an inning and now will have to play two games on Saturday, plus a day game Sunday and then 
travel Sunday night back home to Chicago for an all-important three-game series with the Brewers at 
Wrigley Field beginning Monday night. 
 
The Cubs' next off-day is Thursday, which Joe Maddon joked the players and coaches won't know what 
to do with themselves after not having a day away from the park in more than three weeks. 
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But the Cubs are 12-5 on this tough stretch with six games remaining. 
 
"Why would I complain? We're playing well," Maddon said before Friday's "game." "We're playing often, 
we're playing well. The biggest thing I have is the rest component with players. ... You can't ask for more 
from your guys. I mean, the way we've handled all this, I have nothing to complain about. We've been 
pretty impressive." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
The mechanical change that has transformed Justin Wilson into a vital part of Cubs bullpen 
By Tony Andracki 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. — It's #ComebackSZN for Justin Wilson. 
 
After a rough introduction to the Cubs late last season (19 walks, 5.09 ERA in 17.2 innings), Wilson faced 
just two batters in the NLDS and was then left off the NLCS roster. 
 
Now he could be closing games for the Cubs this October. 
 
Joe Maddon has been calling the 31-year-old southpaw a potential "linchpin" of the Cubs bullpen ever 
since spring training and even though it took a while to show up, that value has been on full display 
lately. 
 
Wilson hasn't walked a batter or given up a run in over a month and leads baseball in strand rate, 
allowing only 2 of 31 inherited runners score. 
 
He finally feels like he's gotten past his control issues thanks to a mechanical fix. 
 
"Delivery change for the most part," Wilson said. "When I got over here and struggled, I got into the part 
where I was like over-closed and couldn't really see it on film. And then finally kinda saw it with a 
different view, saw I was over-closed directionally and it's gotten better. 
 
"But it's mainly more of just being aggressive in the strike zone." 
 
The mental aspect is definitely a factor, as Wilson admitted he wasn't attacking hitters enough last 
season or when he walked 30 batters in 42.2 innings to begin this year. Maddon sees Wilson looking 
more confident than ever, stepping off the mound during tight moments to try to slow his breathing and 
refocus his mind in tense moments. 
 
But that mechanical fix in his delivery about two months ago has stopped him from fighting himself 
physically out on the mound, allowing him to feel freer and get back to the guy that was one of the 
game's elite relievers before being traded to the Cubs last July. 
 
"I had to do something," Wilson said. "Just looking at film, couldn't really find what was different. So it 
was mainly just to make a change to try to trick myself, I guess. 
 
"But then I found out I was over-closed. Changed the camera angle and looked at past film and paused it 
in different places. It wasn't a lot, but enough to throw me off." 
 
In other words: His body was fighting itself as he was delivering the ball. 



 
 
With the regular season winding down and October looming, Wilson already had a ton of value as the 
only reliable left-handed option out of the Cubs bullpen at the moment.  
 
But with Brandon Morrow's status in doubt, the Cubs need to mix-and-match now with the closer's role 
and may have to in the postseason, as well. 
 
Wilson has clearly emerged as one of Maddon's most trusted relief options lately and proved it once 
again Thursday night in a very unconventional situation. 
 
After Carl Edwards Jr. gave up a double to put runners at second and third with only one out in a tie 
game in the bottom of the eighth, Maddon called on Wilson to face Nationals right-handed slugger Mark 
Reynolds. A curious call, for sure, that had both fans on Twitter and media members in the press box 
stumped. 
 
But Wilson got Reynolds to strike out after a tough battle and then induced a flyout from Wilmer Difo to 
escape the jam and ultimately help his team to a 6-4 victory. 
 
"That was pretty strong," Maddon said. "... I mean, that's the game. That moment's the game. [Wilson] 
got ready fast, he came out and he threw strikes. Like, really quality strikes — right exactly where he 
wanted to." 
 
Between Wilson, Pedro Strop and Steve Cishek, the Cubs have plenty of experience to help close out 
games in September and October if Morrow can't return.  
 
Then there's Brandon Kintzler (who has closing experience, but needs to get back on track), Edwards 
(the Cubs' most dynamic reliever who has struggled lately) and Jesse Chavez (the under-the-radar trade 
acquisition that has been phenomenal and picked up his third save Thursday night). 
 
"We got a great group of arms down there," Wilson said. "Hopefully B-Mo gets back because clearly he 
would be helpful. But if he doesn't, everything's fine and dandy down there. We got a 'pen full of 
closers, so we'll be alright." 
 
What a turnaround that would be for Wilson with Cubs fans — from pariah to a top bullpen option in 
October. 
 
"He wore [that first impression] for a while, but he never cried or complained," Maddon said. "His 
concept was — 'I need to pitch better.' I talked about this a lot in spring training — that he could be the 
linchpin to this whole season in the bullpen and right now, he's demonstrating that. 
 
"What he's doing right now as a strike-thrower with that little extra thing he's got at the end — that gets 
out righties and lefties. It's not just about getting out lefties. He gets out righties with that, too." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs-Nationals game postponed; doubleheader scheduled for Saturday in Washington 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Friday night’s game between the Cubs and Nationals at Nationals Park was postponed following a 
second rain delay with two out in the top of the second inning that lasted two hours, 55 minutes. 



 
 
This marked the second delay, as the start of the game was delayed by one hour, 21 minutes, because of 
inclement weather. 
 
The postponed game was rescheduled for a single admission doubleheader starting Saturday at 2:05 
p.m., followed by the regularly scheduled game 45 minutes after the conclusion of the first game. 
 
Max Scherzer will start the first game for the Nationals against the Cubs’ Jaime Garcia. Cole Hamels will 
start Game 2 for the Cubs against a starter yet to be named. 
 
The Cubs mounted a rally in the first when Anthony Rizzo hit a single, and Kris Bryant was hit by a pitch, 
but Kyle Schwarber flied to left. 
 
Cubs starter Jon Lester threw 14 pitches in the first. 
 
Ben Zobrist was scratched from the Cubs’ lineup due to neck stiffness. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs lean on newcomer Jaime Garcia in Game 1 vs. Nationals ace Max Scherzer 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
In a span of less than two weeks, left-hander Jaime Garcia has gone from being unemployed to pitching 
one of the most important games of the Cubs’ season. 
 
Garcia will face Nationals ace Max Scherzer in a rescheduled game caused by Friday night’s rainout. 
 
This is not a must-win situation for the Cubs, but they hope to sustain their momentum as they attempt 
to win the National League Central. 
 
Garcia, 32, provides experience having played parts of 10 seasons with the Cardinals, Braves, Twins, 
Yankees and Blue Jays. He’s also pitched in four postseasons, although Cubs fans will remember him for 
taking the loss in Game 2 of the 2015 National League Division Series while pitching for the Cardinals. 
Garcia was released by the Blue Jays on Aug. 29 and signed to a minor league contract by the Cubs two 
days later before he was added to the major league roster earlier this week. 
 
Nevertheless, Garcia possesses the freshest and most experienced arm. Alec Mills is not eligible to be 
activated until Monday. Tyler Chatwood has struggled throughout the season, and the bullpen always 
can use more rest. 
 
Garcia has been a starter for most of his career, although he has not started a game since June 19 for 
the Blue Jays and hasn’t pitched in a major league game since Aug. 20. 
 
But at this point, the Cubs may be looking for Garcia to provide enough innings for manager Joe Maddon 
to piece the rest of game together with a cast of relievers. 
 
Garcia has a 70-61 major league record and 3.84 ERA in 210 games (187 starts). Despite a 5.93 ERA this 
season, he has limited left-handed batters to a .188 batting average. 
 
That can only help him against the likes of Bryce Harper. 



 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon likes his lineup options, but doubleheader and injuries a challenge  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon is happy with the daily options at his disposal, with one caveat. 
 
“We have so many different looks right now — if everyone is healthy,” Maddon said before Friday 
night’s game against the Nationals was postponed after a second rain delay that lasted two hours, 55 
minutes, with two outs in the top of the second inning with no score. 
 
The game was rescheduled for 2:05 p.m. (CT) Saturday as part of a single admission doubleheader, with 
the second game scheduled for 45 minutes after the completion of first game. 
 
In the first game, Jaime Garcia will start for the Cubs against Max Scherzer. Cole Hamels will go in Game 
2 for the Cubs, with the Nationals starter uncertain. 
 
The doubleheader further complicates Maddon’s immediate lineup choices that have been limited 
somewhat because of injuries, and the performance of specific players could dictate the manager’s 
moves if the Cubs reach the postseason. 
 
Among the position players, right fielder Jason Heyward returned home Thursday to nurse a right 
hamstring injury that will keep him on the 10-day disabled list past Monday — the first day he’s eligible 
to be activated. 
 
“It’s really obvious what Jason means to us when he’s on the field,” Maddon said of Heyward, who was 
batting .275 with 52 RBIs and a .333 batting average with runners in scoring position, in addition to 
playing Gold Glove-caliber defense in right and center fields. 
 
And Ben Zobrist was scratched from Friday night’s lineup because of a stiff neck. Zobrist’s ailment 
shifted Kris Bryant to right field in place of Zobrist after Maddon had penciled him in to start in center 
field for the first time since April 23, 2015 in Pittsburgh. 
 
These are goofy times for the Cubs as they try to secure their third consecutive National League Central 
title with a successful but fatigued bullpen. 
 
Until the rain arrived, Maddon was trying to find ways to get mileage out of starter Jon Lester and not 
be forced to contemplate using Jesse Chavez, Pedro Strop, Justin Wilson and Steve Cishek — all of whom 
pitched on consecutive nights Wednesday and Thursday to preserve victories. 
 
At the same time, Maddon is trying to find the right combinations in the likely event injured closer 
Brandon Morrow can’t rejoin the Cubs. 
 
“We’ll wait and find out,” Maddon said. “Chappy (Aroldis Chapman) spoiled us in 2016, and Wade 
(Davis) did the same thing (in 2017). It’s probably going to be different. I’m not going to push this guy 
(Morrow) when he comes back, but all these other guys have been getting work in.” 
 
Maddon credited the versatility of Chavez and the effectiveness of Wilson against left-handed hitters as 
well as right-handers for enabling him to give other relievers chances in other roles. 



 
 
Wilson bailed Carl Edwards Jr. out of a jam in the eighth inning of Thursday’s 6-4 victory, three days after 
Maddon stuck with Edwards before he walked in the tying run in the eighth inning of a loss to the 
Brewers. 
 
“Once Carl comes back (strong), it’s going to firm this up nicely,” Maddon said. 
 
Until Zobrist experienced neck discomfort, Maddon already planned to rest him in Sunday’s series finale. 
 
Maddon also is looking for spots to rest Bryant, Javier Baez and Daniel Murphy. 
 
One possible period to give Murphy a “rest” would be to employ him as the designated hitter for the 
series Sept. 21-23 against the White Sox. 
 
That series starts a stretch of 10 consecutive games in Chicago to end the regular season, which will 
seem like a slumber party for the Cubs, who are entering the final stages of a 23-game stretch without a 
day off. 
 
“You can’t ask for more from our guys, the way we’ve handled this,” Maddon said. “I have nothing to 
complain about. We’ve been very impressive.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Relief pitcher Justin Wilson content filling various roles ably for Cubs 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Left-hander Justin Wilson isn’t looking too far down the road while in the midst of one of the more 
remarkable turnarounds of the Cubs’ season. 
 
Wilson is content with any role that manager Joe Maddon assigns to him and isn’t looking to assuming a 
closer’s role as he had with the Tigers before being traded 14 months ago. 
 
“Right now we hope B-Mo (Brandon Morrow) gets back as soon as he can, and Pedro (Strop) has done 
an outstanding job for us in a closer’s role,” Wilson said Friday. “I know Joe says closer by committee, 
but for the most part, it’s Strop in the ninth unless he’s unavailable. I’ll pitch whenever my name is 
called. 
 
“With our bullpen, and the way the games are now, the eighth, seventh and even the sixth (inning) is 
just as big as the ninth.” 
 
Wilson hasn’t allowed a walk or run in 14 consecutive appearances covering eight innings. He leads the 
majors by stranding 93.5 percent of inherited runners (29 of 31). Wilson possesses a 2.84 ERA in 62 
appearances, a remarkable improvement from the second half of his 2017 season when he had a 5.09 
ERA with 19 walks in 17 2/3 innings covering 23 appearances after joining the Cubs. 
 
Maddon has employed him more frequently in high leverage situations recently, especially because 
Wilson is throwing strikes with more regularity. 
 
Wilson has walked only three batters in the second half after walking 27 in 39 innings before the All-Star 
break. 



 
 
“I’m a little freer out there,” Wilson said. “Truthfully, when I struggled, my mentality on the mound 
never changed. I wanted to be out there and stay aggressive. I was just in a bad spot mechanically and 
partly mentally. 
 
“I felt my attitude didn’t change out there a year ago, but it wasn’t as fun. I’m not fighting myself out 
there (now). It makes it easier.” 
 
Maddon’s trust in Wilson has been evident in his use of him against right-handed hitters as well as 
lefties. Right-handed hitters are batting .215 against Wilson, compared to left-handed batters’ .184 
mark. 
 
“You keep it simple,” Wilson said. “There’s not a lot to it. I’ve always been close to a reverse splits guy. I 
pitch when my name is called and keep it simple.” 
 
Extra innings: All of Kyle Schwarber’s 25 home runs have been hit against right-handed pitchers, tying 
the single-season franchise record for most consecutive homers off same-handed pitchers with left-
handed hitter Bill Nicholson in 1940. 
 
Schwarber has hit 29 consecutive home runs off right-handed pitchers dating back to last season, two 
shy of Nicholson’s franchise mark of 31 off right-handers from 193-41. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Justin case? Wilson pitching like a ninth-inning option for Cubs 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
WASHINGTON — Could Justin Wilson be the answer to the Cubs’ ninth-inning question if Brandon 
Morrow can’t return from injury in time for the playoffs — or if Morrow is limited enough to need help 
closing? 
 
Yes, that Justin Wilson. 
 
“We talked about this a lot in spring training, that he could be the linchpin to this whole season in the 
bullpen,” manager Joe Maddon said. “And right now, he’s demonstrating that.” 
 
Maddon said in recent days that he’s “very comfortable” with the idea of using the one-time Tigers 
closer in a closing situation, and Wilson showed a glimpse Thursday night. He took over a 4-4 game with 
one out in the eighth and runners at second and third and struck out the Nationals’ Mark Reynolds, who 
already had homered and singled in the game. He then got Wilmer Difo on a drive to left to end the 
threat. 
 
“That moment’s the game,” Maddon said of the Cubs’ eventual 10-inning victory. “He got ready fast, he 
came out and he threw strikes. Really quality strikes, exactly where he wanted to.” 
 
That’s a 180-degree difference from where Wilson was headed this time a year ago. Acquired from the 
Tigers in a trade-deadline deal to help shore up the bullpen for the stretch run and playoffs, the hard-
throwing left-hander had trouble throwing strikes almost from the moment he arrived. He was almost 
an afterthought on the first-round playoff roster — pitching only the final two outs of a 5-0 loss — and 
was left off the roster in the next round. 



 
 
“I’m a little bit freer out there,” said Wilson, who has become one of the Cubs’ most reliable relievers. 
“Truthfully, when I struggled, my mentality on the mound didn’t really change. I wanted to be out there 
and stay aggressive. I was just in a real bad spot mechanically — partly mentally, but mainly 
mechanically.” 
 
In two months as a Cub last year, he walked 19 in 17‰ innings, with a 5.09 ERA. 
 
“I feel my attitude didn’t really change out there a year ago, but it wasn’t as fun,” he said. 
 
Fun? A slight mechanical fix and a renewed confidence this year have led to a 2.84 ERA and a streak of 
14 appearances without a walk (his last one came Aug. 7). 
 
And this: Nobody in the majors has stranded a higher percentage of runners than Wilson, with 29 of his 
31 inherited runners (93 percent) kept from the plate. 
 
The Cubs remain hopeful that Morrow (elbow) can return in time to be a ninth-inning factor, if not a 
force, in October. If not, Maddon plans to stick to the closer-by-committee approach he has used since 
the All-Star break, which so far has meant Pedro Strop getting most of the save chances. 
 
But Wilson’s swing-and-miss power potential could increasingly come into play. The Cubs will be trying 
to navigate the playoffs without the kind of leaned-on closer they had in Aroldis Chapman in 2016 and 
Wade Davis last year. 
 
“Chappy spoiled us a couple of years ago, and then Wade the same thing last year,” Maddon said. “It 
more than likely will be different. I’m not going to push [Morrow] when he comes back. But all the other 
guys are getting some pretty good work in right now.” 
 
If anyone else still holds last year against Wilson, or cringes when his name is used in the same sentence 
as the word “closer,” Maddon isn’t one of those people. 
 
“He worried for a while, but he never cried or complained,” Maddon said. “His concept was, ‘I need to 
pitch better.’ ” 
 
Is that happening at the perfect moment? Is Wilson thinking, or even preparing, for ninth-inning work? 
 
“No,” said Wilson, who points to the Cubs’ depth of late-inning choices. “Right now, we hope B-Mo gets 
back as soon as he can, and Pedro has done an outstanding job for us in the closer’s role. Other than 
that, I’ll pitch when my name’s called.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Center of attention: Cubs tinker with outfield alignment ahead of October 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
WASHINGTON — For about an hour Friday afternoon, Kris Bryant was the Cubs’ starting center fielder. 
 
That lasted until Ben Zobrist was scratched from his start in right field because of a stiff neck and Bryant 
was reassigned to right. 
 



 
But fall clearly is in the air for the Cubs as they put the first week of September behind them and start 
looking at how best to build a playoff lineup with Daniel Murphy at second base and Javy Baez on the 
left side of the infield. 
 
“This was the perfect night to try it with,” said manager Joe Maddon, whose mad-scientist hat is firmly 
in place for the final weeks of the season. 
 
Bryant, whose only start in center came in his seventh career game in 2015, will get his day there this 
month if Maddon can make it happen while playing with all the possible postseason pictures. 
 
“You can start writing down the possibilities,” said Maddon, who approached the willing Bryant with the 
center field idea almost as soon as he returned from the disabled list last weekend. Maddon still likes 
Albert Almora Jr. in center against left-handers. 
 
“There’s so many different looks right now if everybody’s healthy,” he said. 
 
Maddon stressed that the manipulation of his outfield has nothing to do with right fielder Jason 
Heyward’s hamstring injury, but the often-tricky nature of such injuries makes Heyward’s timeline 
anything but certain. Heyward, who felt the right hamstring “pop” as he dove for a ball in center on Aug. 
30, is not with the team in Washington. Maddon seemed sure Heyward will be back at a productive level 
by playoff time and expects to have a firmer idea of his progress by midweek. 
 
Meanwhile, the recently acquired Murphy is not leaving his post at second base or the leadoff spot any 
time soon, which means the Cubs have to keep third base or shortstop available every day for MVP 
candidate Baez. And if Addison Russell — or, in Friday’s case, David Bote — is in the lineup, Bryant 
becomes an outfielder. 
 
“I’m ready for it,” Bryant said. 
 
Ben back soon 
 
Maddon said he anticipated Zobrist being available to start Saturday night’s game. The veteran was 
scheduled for a day off Sunday, Maddon said, but now he’s expected to play that day after getting 
Friday off. 
 
Zobrist ranked third in the National League with a .313 average after his two-hit game Thursday night. 
He’s 8-for-24 with three doubles and a walk during this road trip and is hitting .366 since the All-Star 
break. 
 
This and that 
 
Kyle Schwarber, who left Wednesday’s game because of tightness in his back, was back in the lineup 
Friday night after coming off the bench to pinch hit Thursday. 
 
• Terrance Gore, who came off the bench as a pinch runner Thursday and stole his 23rd career base, still 
seeks his first career hit after 15 plate appearances. 
 
“I want it so bad,” Maddon said. “The swing’s not awful. He probably just needs opportunity.” 
 
• Thursday’s 10-inning victory in the series opener against the Nationals was the Cubs’ 44th of the 
season after trailing — the most in the majors. 



 
 
• Jon Lester, who pitched one inning in Friday’s rain-postponed game, which will be made up as part of a 
doubleheader Saturday, is 23-7 in 41 starts since last year’s All-Star break, the most for any lefty in the 
majors. 
 
He’s also 14-4 with a 3.16 ERA against NL East opponents since joining the Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs-Nationals postponed; will play doubleheader on Saturday 
By Daily Herald news services 
 
WASHINGTON -- The game between the Cubs and Washington Nationals was postponed Friday night 
after two rain delays totaling more than four hours. It was scoreless in the top of the second inning 
when it was called. 
 
The teams will play a doubleheader today starting at 2:05 p.m. 
 
A thunderstorm delayed the start of the game 81 minutes, but the rain had stopped when play began. 
 
Heavy rain and lightning returned with two outs and nobody on in the top of the second inning. 
 
The rain eventually stopped as midnight approached, but the game was called after a wait of 2 hours, 55 
minutes. 
 
The rain spoiled the return of Washington Nationals pitcher Joe Ross, who was making his first major 
league start since undergoing Tommy John surgery in July of 2017. The 25-year-old Ross, whose fastball 
reached 97 mph, allowed a hit, hit a batter and had a strikeout. 
 
Jon Lester tossed a scoreless first inning for the Cubs, giving up a hit. 
 
Cole Hamels (4-0, 1.00 with Cubs) and Nats Max Scherzer (16-6, 2.28) were scheduled to duel for the 
second time in a month tonight. Both are still set to start Game 1 of the doubleheader today 
 
Neither got a decision on Aug. 12 when David Bote's grand slam off Ryan Madson in the bottom of the 
ninth won it for Cubs. Hamels is 16-9 with a 2.63 ERA in 36 career starts versus Washington, while 
Scherzer is 3-1, 2.45 in seven starts against the Cubs. 
 
Earlier in the day, Cubs manager Joe Maddon was hopeful the teams would get the game in. 
 
"We want to play. We don't want rainouts," Maddon said. "It's supposed to rain here for three days. We 
can plow through. 
 
"We've done that already this year so many times." 
 
"We'd rather plow through this than a doubleheader and a makeup game. We're going through 23 in a 
row, so we need to play this," he said. 
 
For about an hour Friday afternoon, Kris Bryant was the Cubs' starting center fielder. 
 



 
That lasted until Ben Zobrist was scratched from his start in right field because of a stiff neck, and Bryant 
was reassigned to right. 
 
But fall clearly is in the air for the Cubs as they put the first week of September behind them and start 
looking at how best to build a playoff lineup with Daniel Murphy at second base and Javy Baez on the 
left side of the infield. 
 
"This was the perfect night to try it with," said manager Joe Maddon, whose mad-scientist hat is 
strapped firmly in place for the final weeks of the season. 
 
Bryant, whose only start in center came in his seventh career game in 2015, will get his day in center this 
month if Maddon can make it happen, as the manager starts playing with all the possible postseason 
pictures he can create with his roster full of puzzle pieces. 
 
"You can start writing down the possibilities," said Maddon, who approached the willing Bryant with the 
center field possibility almost as soon as Bryant returned from the disabled list last weekend. 
 
"There's so many different looks right now if everybody's healthy," said Maddon, who still likes Albert 
Almora Jr. in center against left-handers. 
 
Maddon stressed the manipulation of his outfield alignment has nothing to do with right-fielder Jason 
Heyward's hamstring injury, but the often tricky nature of such injuries make Heyward's timeline 
anything but certain. 
 
Heyward, who felt the right hamstring "pop" as he dove for a ball in center on Aug. 30, is not with the 
team in Washington. Maddon seemed sure Heyward will be back at a productive level by playoff time 
and expects to have a firmer idea of his progress by midweek. 
 
Meanwhile, the recently acquired Murphy is not leaving his post at second base or the leadoff spot 
anytime soon, which means the Cubs have to keep third base or short available every day for MVP 
candidate Baez. And if Addison Russell -- or in the Friday's case David Bote -- Bryant becomes an 
outfielder. 
 
"I'm ready for it," Bryant said. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
After getting spoiled by Aroldis Chapman and Wade Davis, how will Cubs close this October 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
WASHINGTON — Alone on the mound at Nationals Park, Wade Davis screamed, hunched forward and 
smacked his glove three times after striking out Bryce Harper swinging and sending Washington into 
baseball’s winter. Cubs catcher Willson Contreras flipped the ball back to Davis and hugged the closer as 
teammates flooded the field and celebrated an unbelievable 9-8 win last October. The delirious Cubs 
partied like it was 2016, not really sure how they beat the Nationals as cigar smoke filled the visiting 
clubhouse. 
 
“Wade Davis,” Cubs pitcher Kyle Hendricks said when asked what he remembered most from that 
elimination game he started. “What he came in and did for us, it was really everything he had, 
everything in the tank. To get such big outs there at the end, it was just awesome watching him.” 



 
 
Relievers can become stars during the postseason, when the national TV cameras constantly zoom into 
the dugouts for reactions shots of the managers while fans and reporters first- and second-guess the 
decisions on Twitter. 
 
Right, @CubsJoeMadd? 
 
Joe Maddon unleashed Aroldis Chapman during the 2016 playoffs and the 100-mph closer got a World 
Series ring and a record five-year, $86 million contract with the New York Yankees. After going 32-for-33 
in save chances — and getting the last seven outs against the Nationals in Game 5 — Davis topped 
Chapman’s average annual value when he signed a three-year, $52 million deal with the Colorado 
Rockies. To replace Davis, the Cubs quickly identified Brandon Morrow, who pitched in 14 out of 15 
playoff games for the Los Angeles Dodgers last season and then landed two years and $21 million 
guaranteed. 
 
But with Morrow on the disabled list for almost two months and running out of time to get his right arm 
healthy, the next Cubs closer might be … Justin Wilson? 
 
“You pitch when your name’s called,” Wilson said before Friday’s rainout at Nationals Park. “When 
[bullpen coach] Lester (Strode) tells me to warm up, then I’m going to warm up. Pitch when my name’s 
called, man. Keep it simple.” 
 
After outlasting the Nationals, the Cubs left Wilson off their National League Championship Series 
roster. The bullpen had so many issues that John Lackey — who had two relief appearances in a big-
league career that lasted 15 years and more than 2,800 innings — gave up the walk-off homer to Justin 
Turner in Game 2 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
Wilson found himself outside Maddon’s circle of trust after coming over in a trade-deadline deal with 
the Detroit Tigers, giving up 19 walks and 18 hits in 17 2/3 innings and finishing with a 5.09 ERA. But 
Wilson (4-3, 2.84 ERA) has quietly bounced back this season, leading the majors with a 93.5 success rate 
in stranding runners (29 of 31), putting together 14 straight scoreless outings and piling up 65 strikeouts 
in 50.2 innings. 
 
“He wore it for a while, but he never cried or complained,” Maddon said. “His concept was I need to 
pitch better. We talked about this a lot in spring training that he could be the linchpin to this whole 
season in the bullpen. And right now, he’s demonstrating that.” 
 
Some of Wilson’s success is getting the right matchups and being part of a deeper group of relievers. But 
the lefty does have closing experience from his time with the Tigers and the Cubs can’t count on 
Morrow — who’s described his injury as a bone bruise in his forearm — to be their ninth-inning solution. 
 
“We got to wait and find out,” Maddon said. “Chappy spoiled us a couple years ago and then Wade did 
the same thing last year. It’s probably going to be different. It more than likely will be different. I’m not 
going to push this guy when he comes back. But all these other guys are getting some pretty good work 
in right now.” 
 
Like Jesse Chavez, an under-the-radar addition that stabilized the pitching staff after a July trade with 
the Texas Rangers. The Cubs believed Chavez would be a great fit for their game-planning system and he 
now has a 1.67 ERA and a .509 OPS against and a 0.81 WHIP in 22 outings for his ninth big-league team. 
 



 
“He’s the Ben Zobrist of relief pitchers,” Maddon said. “He can do so many different things out there. 
You can go long with him. You can go short. He can set up. He can close. He’s got a slow heartbeat and 
he really knows his craft. He’s been doing it for a while. He’s got so many different colored sleeves in his 
basement from all the different teams he’s played for.” 
 
Maddon isn’t going to call for Vatican III and anoint Pedro Strop as his closer, but the veteran setup guy 
has notched 10 saves and posted a 2.04 ERA since the All-Star break. Maddon respects Jorge De La Rosa, 
a lefty reliever who’s been around so long that Theo Epstein’s Boston Red Sox packaged him in the Curt 
Schilling trade with the Arizona Diamondbacks in 2003. The Cubs will rely on Steve Cishek (1.99 ERA, 21 
holds) and hope Carl Edwards Jr. rediscovers his swing-and-miss stuff. 
 
It’s not maximizing a Chapman or a Davis in October and trying to turn it into a seven- or eight-inning 
game. But the Cubs aren’t facing a unique problem, either. Davis hasn’t pitched up to expectations with 
the Rockies (4.55 ERA, 38-for-44 in save chances). Corey Knebel — an All-Star closer for the Milwaukee 
Brewers last year — lost his job and needed a reset in the minors. Kenley Jansen didn’t travel to Denver 
with the Dodgers for this weekend’s series at Coors Field as a precaution against an irregular heartbeat 
in the high altitude. 
 
This goes back to the overall theme of this season and the way to think about this team in October: 
There are no perfect teams in the NL and the Cubs have first-place problems. 
 
“Once Carl gets back — which he will — that really firms this whole thing up,” Maddon said. “Let’s just 
get there and then let’s worry about all these issues at that time.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
A slight tweak has some believing Ian Happ is in for a big September: ‘He’s on the cusp of getting red hot 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
Ian Happ entered the season hoping to build upon his strong rookie campaign. In 115 games as a 22-
year-old, Happ posted a 113 wRC+ and nearly 2 WAR according to FanGraphs. Assistant hitting coach 
Andy Haines raved about Happ’s work during the spring and Happ drilled the first pitch of the season 
392 feet for a home run. It looked like all that hard work was going to pay immediate dividends. 
 
But Happ went into a deep slump. On April 17, he had a .631 OPS and a 47.2 percent strikeout rate. The 
experiment of him leading off would end that day and his playing time would be severely reduced as he 
worked to fix some bad habits he’d developed. Instead of digging deeper into a slump, Happ put in the 
time at the big-league level to get out of it. He’s made adjustments throughout the season, but one he’s 
working on currently might help him turn a corner down the stretch. 
 
“When you dissect his year, the game’s the best teacher,” Haines said. “No matter what we say, what 
we forecast and think we need to do, the game up here is such a good teacher. Ian has fought his way 
through this season and has still been productive. The production’s there, even though he’ll admit he 
hasn’t been at his best and it’s been a roller coaster for him. But I feel like what he’s done with his hands 
and the way he’s attacking it, he’s on the cusp of getting red hot. It’s in there, he’s so dangerous. It’s 
gotten away from him where we thought he was going to get hot, but it got away due to some 
maintenance things. But how cerebral he is, he’s willing to try things and make adjustments. This last 
month, we’re gonna get the best version of Ian.” 
 



 
Happ currently sits at a 109 wRC+ with a 36.3 percent strikeout rate and a swinging-strike rate of 15.4 
percent. Unsurprisingly, all season long, his wRC+ has fluctuated inversely with those two statistics. 
 
Looking at the above chart, it’s easy to see the ups and downs of Happ’s season. He’s clearly made 
adjustments throughout the year, but nothing has really taken hold and allowed him to develop any 
consistency. But at the tail end, you’ll see that he seems to once again be on a slight uptick. Happ and 
Haines believe they’re onto something. 
 
This is Happ’s swing when he hit a home run in late May. 
 
That’s what most have grown accustomed to with Happ. That long, one-handed finish is about as 
trademark as it gets for the youngster. But here’s a swing from Happ this past Saturday in Philadelphia 
that resulted in a triple off the wall in left-center. 
 
The most obvious difference is that Happ kept his top hand on the bat on his followthrough. 
 
“It just kinda happened naturally in the Phillies game the other day,” Happ said. “I got a ball up and away 
and I was trying to stay more on the top half of the baseball. More of a higher entry point on some of 
those guys that were throwing that four-seamer that was kinda riding rather than throwing it with sink. 
It felt pretty good. A couple good swings. I don’t know if it’s going to happen every time or not, but it’s 
something that kind of felt good for a couple swings and I kind of just rode with it.” 
 
Haines explained what the two-handed finish may do for Happ. 
 
“It keeps him a little more connected,” he said. “Naturally, his swing is so fast and there’s so much 
strength, a lot of times he looks out of control. But it’s just his body is trying to decelerate. He looks like 
he’s out of control with his finish, but when you watch it closely, there’s just so much strength and force 
there, it’s like Javy [Báez]. Their swings are a lot cleaner than you think. There’s just so much torque 
there. But during the course of the swing, they’re in really good position. So the two-handed keeps you 
connected a little more. Your body is a little more organized. And if you let go, it’s just a bigger moving 
part that you’re trying to decelerate. It keeps him more compact and connected.” 
 
But ignore the finish. That’s just the result of what Happ was attempting to do to start his swing. Focus 
instead on the words “entry point.” 
 
Part of the criticism of Happ after his initial debut last season was his contact point with the ball. Prior to 
the season, I wrote this about Happ: 
 
According to scouts, Happ’s swing isn’t very direct to the ball and his big finish makes it look long – 
probably longer than it actually is. The main problem is that his barrel dips below the ball before contact 
a bit more than most and creates that length, which makes him susceptible to high heat. 
 
It’s this issue that was the impetus to his latest change. 
 
“If you go back and look at my swings, 98 percent of my swings and misses and foul balls are under the 
baseball,” Happ said. “So how can we figure out a way to get to the middle of the ball more often?” 
 
And the key to that is entry point. 
 
“There’s some swing and miss there because he works underneath a little bit early,” Haines said. “Ian 
has worked so hard all year, every day, just being able to make adjustments daily with his hands and 



 
start position to let it happen naturally. His body is going to move the way it moves. So we’re really not 
trying to change a movement pattern or swing, so to say. But that first initial move to the baseball, he’s 
done different things to his hands.” 
 
After recently speaking with Daniel Murphy in detail about hitting, Happ decided to focus on his entry 
point into the zone. 
 
“You don’t necessarily need to enter into the hitting zone the exact same every time because the pitches 
aren’t going to enter into the strike zone every single time,” Murphy said. “Different pitches, different 
pitchers, it’s all different. 
 
“It’s still an athletic event. You still want to get your good swing off. But you have an idea of what the 
shape of the pitch is going to be because you can watch film and see the shape of the different pitches. 
So you’ve put all this information in and then your work that day gears itself to the most likely pitches 
you’re going to get from that pitcher. And then you go out there and try to hit the ball as hard as you 
can.” 
 
It’s hard to see from the angles available to the public, but according to both Happ and Murphy, the key 
in their opinion is the position of the elbow at the initial start of the swing as the barrel of the bat enters 
the zone. 
 
“It’s something I focus on more in my own swing,” Murphy said. “I can’t speak for what someone else’s 
cues may be, but that’s one of my big cues.” 
 
So where the hitter’s elbow is — whether it’s at his back hip or back oblique or wherever — helps 
determine where his entry point will be. And as Murphy said, the homework the batter does before the 
game helps dictate how he might adjust as he uses that knowledge to figure out what types of pitches 
he might be attacked with. 
 
“The way the pitch is going to come in is going to dictate how I start my swing,” Happ said. “If I come 
into the zone with a higher entry point or if I’m going to get down under the baseball on a sinker or a 
guy that’s going to throw a bunch of off-speed. But if it’s a guy that’s going to attack with a ball that’s 
riding and has more life, I’ll enter the zone a little higher and quicker to try and stay on top of that ball.” 
 
Anyone who watches Happ a lot knows he struggles to get to high hard stuff. A look at the heatmaps 
only confirms this suspicion as both his highest whiff/swing rate and lowest slugging percentage on hard 
pitches (four-seamers, sinkers and cutters) thrown for strikes come in the upper third of the zone. 
Haines described just how Happ’s changes can make him more consistent. 
 
“Your entry point needs to be a little steeper,” Haines said. “You can then turn under the ball once you 
enter the zone correctly. If you try to turn under the ball too quickly, major league velocity will 
annihilate you. The timing aspect is just impossible. So that’s been his Achilles heel. There’s a lot 
involved in that, and being right-hand dominant there’s a little more maintenance involved. Your front 
side is wanting to do some things to you because you’re front-side dominant. A left-handed person 
doesn’t have quite that maintenance with their front side, because their back side is dominant. There’s 
some thought processes switch-hitters have to have just to counterbalance the other side of your body 
being dominant. Anyone can see when his front-side is acting dominant and he lays it back too quick and 
he’s working underneath the ball.” 
 
What is happening is that instead of being more vertical at the start with his bat, Happ’s hands are tilted 
slightly back, making his bat a little more horizontal. It’s not a drastic change — it’s barely even 



 
perceptible — but it’s there. And Haines said that because this isn’t something Happ has to think much 
about and practice and then utilize in-game to really get a feel for, but rather just an initial hand-
position change that he can easily go back to at the start of every pitch, it is easier to stick with. He has a 
set hand position at the start and a slight change in thought process: focus on the top of the ball more 
often. 
 
“I really think he’s onto something being able to have a preset position and maybe set his sightlines a 
little better,” Haines said. “And it’s not a swing thought or something he has to maintain. He can literally 
go back to a position and thought and create the swing he wants to create and it’s more consistent. He’ll 
square up the baseball more often and it just gives him such a better chance to limit the inconsistencies. 
And that’s really the goal. That’s what this whole year has taught him. Limit the inconsistencies, limit the 
cold streaks and get back to being yourself a little quicker.” 
 
The Cubs currently have Murphy setting the tone for the offense at the top, Javier Báez as an MVP 
candidate, Ben Zobrist playing like an All-Star, Anthony Rizzo looking like the guy who can carry this 
group when needed and a healthy Kris Bryant trying to find a rhythm. If this change can lead to more 
contact for Happ, it suddenly gets him to a level he just hasn’t seen with any regularity in 2018. If Happ 
really has figured something out and is on the verge of turning a corner, an already stout offense just got 
a little scarier. 
 
“This year has gotten him to that point now where he knows what he needs to do,” Haines said. “It’s 
embedded in him because the game has force fed it to him. His eyes are open and his resiliency, his 
perseverance, ability to make adjustments, that’s what’s going to carry him this last month. That’s why 
I’m excited for him and us. It’s a game-changer for us to get him hot.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs rained out vs. Nats; DH set for today 
By Elliott Smith 
 
WASHINGTON -- Before Friday night's contest, Cubs manager Joe Maddon was optimistic his team 
would be able to play despite an ominous forecast. 
 
"We want to play," he said between thunderclaps at Nationals Park. "We don't want rainouts. This is 
supposed to linger for a couple or three days. We'd rather plow through. The doubleheader and the 
makeup game is not really desirable right now." 
 
Maddon's wishes didn't come to fruition, because, after two lengthy delays totaling more than four 
hours, the game was postponed. The teams will play a single-admission doubleheader on Saturday 
starting at 2:05 p.m. CT. Game 2 will begin approximately 45 minutes after the conclusion of the first 
game. 
 
Friday night's game was delayed by 1 hour, 21 minutes at the onset. The teams attempted to play 
through a small window, but rain began in the second inning. With two outs in the top of the second 
and Cubs starter Jon Lester coming to the plate in a deluge, home-plate umpire Mike Winters waved 
both teams off the field. 
 
Around 10 p.m. CT, Maddon emerged from the clubhouse to discuss the situation with the umpires. A 
few minutes later, Nationals manager Dave Martinez joined the meeting. But 45 minutes later, the 
postponement was announced, ironically, shortly after it had finally stopped raining. 



 
 
Veteran left-hander Jaime Garcia will start Game 1 against Nats right-hander Max Scherzer, while Cole 
Hamels will start Game 2 for Chicago. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Wilson continues to impress in Cubs' bullpen 
By Elliott Smith 
 
WASHINGTON -- With the Cubs' bullpen still fluid given the injury to Brandon Morrow and some recent 
ups and downs by Carl Edwards Jr., the opportunity is there for a reliever to succeed while being thrown 
into some high-pressure situations. Thus far, Justin Wilson has made the most of his chances. 
 
Wilson has continued to impress of late, with 14 straight scoreless outings over eight innings of work 
dating to Aug. 7, including a critical hold in Thursday night's 6-4 win over the Nationals. He entered with 
two on and one out, and struck out a dangerous right-handed hitter in Mark Reynolds and retired 
Wilmer Difo on a fly ball to end the threat. 
 
The lefty had stranded 29 of 31 runners this season entering Friday, a 93.5 percent clip that led the 
Majors, and a big reason why manager Joe Maddon continues to show faith in Wilson. 
 
"We talked about this a lot in Spring Training, that he could be the linchpin to this whole season in the 
bullpen, and right now, he's demonstrating that," Maddon said. "What he's doing right now is [throwing 
strikes] with that little extra thing he's got at the end. That gets out righties and lefties." 
 
As might be expected, Wilson is holding left-handed hitters to a .188 average, but he has also been 
effective against righties, holding them to a .215 clip. 
 
"I've always been close to a reverse splits guy, if not a full reverse split guy," Wilson said. 
 
Perhaps the biggest attribute of Wilson's recent success is a mental one. While he struggled to keep 
everything in check last year, when he dealt with control issues, this season, Wilson is keeping it simple. 
 
"I feel a lot freer," he said. "You pitch when your name is called. When I get told to warm up, I warm up. 
You keep it simple like that, there's not a whole lot to it." 
 
Zobrist injury shuffles lineup 
Maddon's initial lineup on Friday featured a rare occurrence -- Kris Bryant was scheduled to play center 
field for the just the second time in his MLB career. But when Ben Zobrist, who was slated to be in right 
field, reported a stiff neck, Maddon decided to scratch Zobrist and move Bryant to right and Ian Happ to 
center. 
 
"Zobrist was in the lineup, we communicated, [he was] a little stiff," Maddon said. "Take your day and 
that way he should be good for [Saturday] and probably Sunday, too. He was going to get Sunday off 
regardless, so now we just changed it around a little bit, that's all." 
 
During the Cubs' 23 games in a 23-day stretch, Maddon said he wants to make sure that everyone gets a 
chance to get some time off to keep everyone relatively fresh for the final few weeks of the regular 
season. 
 



 
"The biggest thing I have is the rest component with the players," Maddon said. "[Daniel Murphy] had a 
day off the other day. I gotta work Bryant in there and I gotta work [Javier Baez] in there, too. 
Otherwise, I think everybody else has had their moments off. Bryant and Baez will be next." 
 
Shifts lead to tough calls 
Baez was assessed a tough error in the fourth inning of Thursday's game while playing in right field as 
the Cubs shifted against Bryce Harper. Baez ranged deep to snag the ball, but his throw from the 
halfway point of the outfield didn't connect with starter Kyle Hendricks, who was attempting to cover 
the base. 
 
Maddon felt that Baez's 12th error of the season was undeserved and speaks to a larger issue of scoring 
as teams depend more and more on the shift to try and take away hits. 
 
"I think if they really want to make some changes, I think any time an infielder makes a play on the grass, 
or attempts to make a play on the grass, and is unable to, it should be a hit," he said. "At least balance it 
out for the hitter a little bit. If you start on the dirt, that's different. If you start on the grass, that's a 
different world." 
 
-- 
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