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Erlin sharp, but Angels 
complete sweep of Padres 
 
Kevin Acee 

Not everyone currently considered a starting pitcher for the Padres will have a spot in 

the rotation in the coming weeks. 

Robbie Erlin seems intent on assuring his place for a while. 

The 27-year-old left-hander made the third start of his second chance on Wednesday, 

and it was his best. 

“He's doing what he needs to put himself in our rotation going forward,” manager 

Andy Green said. 

Former Padres and current Angels catcher Rene Rivera hit a 407-foot home run to 

left field off former Angels and current Padres reliever Kirby Yates in the ninth inning 

to lift the Angels to a 3-2 victory. 

Save for a double and hard outs by Travis Jankowski and two walks and a seventh-

inning home run by Cory Spangenberg that tied the game 2-2, Green was clearly 

frustrated by his offense. Among the Padres’ four hits was Wil Myer’s bunt single, as 

the Angels completed a sweep of the three-game series. 

But Green was exceedingly pleased with Erlin. 

In this lost season where results within results are often most significant, Erlin 

allowing two runs in six innings was in the grand scheme the victory to take away 

from a midweek interleague contest in August. 

Erlin has in three starts this month posted a 2.81 ERA over 16 innings. The other 

Padres’ starters have combined for a 4.45 ERA over 99 innings in August. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
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“He's pitched well all season long,” Green said. “But he's really taken this spot in the 

rotation the last three times through. … I'm looking for more answers than questions. 

That type of performance on a consistent basis gives us answers.” 

Whether Erlin is a viable option to start for a contender, which is what the Padres 

expect to be within a couple years, is something to be determined over the next 

several weeks and perhaps into next season. 

That he is even in the running is a remarkable turn of events for a pitcher who missed 

all of last season following May 2016 Tommy John surgery and spent the bulk of this 

season in the bullpen save for two unsightly starts early. 

Erlin was inserted back into the rotation for an Aug. 2 start at Wrigley Field against 

the Cubs when Luis Perdomo went on the disabled list with a shoulder strain. 

And there was little outward indication Erlin would succeed this time. 

He had been mostly superb in the bullpen. But he had excelled there back when he 

got lit up in two spot starts. 

In eight relief appearances between his starts on April 16 against the Dodgers and 

May 21 against the Nationals, Erlin allowed two runs and nine hits over 11 2/3 

innings. 

In those two starts, he allowed 12 runs (11 earned) and 14 hits in a total of seven 

innings. 

By the time he got to August, he had thrown 52 2/3 innings over 27 relief 

appearances, posting a 2.05 ERA and 0.80 WHIP. 

This run began with him allowing the Cubs a run on two hits in five innings as the 

Padres stopped a seven-game losing skid. 

As he has after each of the three starts this month, Erlin spoke Wednesday of taking it 

“one inning at a time” rather than getting ahead of himself, a temptation that befell 

him in his early starts. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-cubs-ORSPT000165-topic.html
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“The mentality is keeping my focus on what’s right in front of me,” he said. “So one 

hitter at a time instead of worrying about the next time through the order or who’s 

coming up next.” 

Erlin, who did lament the eight hits (all singles) he allowed, applied his in-game 

mantra to the big picture as well. 

“I haven’t thought about anything further than the next start,” he said. 

He did acknowledge an awareness of the number of young pitchers vying to remain in 

the rotation. 

“That’s fine,” he said. “We have to go out and pitch whenever we are told to pitch. … I 

try to do that to the best of my ability; everybody else is doing the same.” 

He’s just doing it better than most. 
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Padres notes: Cory 
Spangenberg playing again, 
raking again 
Kevin Acee 

The Padres’ super utility infielder, starting his ninth game of the month, hit his first 

home run in 111 at-bats on Wednesday. 

Cory Spangenberg also walked in his two other times up in the Padres’ 3-2 loss to the 

Angels and raised his August hitting line to .406/.513/.688, which leads the team in 

all three categories during the span of the past 13 games. 

“He's not been given a ton of consistent opportunity this year,” manager Andy Green 

said. “He's been given it in August, and he's really run with it.” 

It’s a good time to be doing so. With roster spots on the line and time running out 

before the season ends and decisions must be made, Spangenberg has asserted 

himself as a valuable asset. 

“We're looking for more answers than questions,” Green said. “And guys that go out 

and play well on a consistent basis provide answers for us.” 

Spangenberg has mostly been playing second base but also made two starts at third 

this month and subbed in there two other games. 

“His versatility is going to be part of his opportunity going forward,” Green said 

before Wednesday’s game. 

Spangenberg spent two stints in Triple-A this season in order to get consistent at-bats 

that weren’t available in the majors. But with the ability to move around and a hot 

bat, Spangenberg has essentially forced himself into the lineup against right-handed 

starters. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
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The left-handed hitting Spangenberg’s success has come almost exclusively against 

righties. He is 1-for-4 with a triple and one walk against left-handers this month. 

The last time he played this augustly was June, when he hit .352/.386/.611 over a 16-

game stretch. 

“June, I was getting pretty regular at bats at that time too,” Spangenberg said. “I feel 

like when I get regular at-bats I’m a pretty good player. You just have to take the 

opportunity when you can and run with it.” 

Extra bases 

• Wil Myers laid down a bunt single for his first hit in 13 at-bats this month and 

10 at-bats since becoming a third baseman. Myers also walked, and he stole 

second base both times he reached base. He has seven steals in seven attempts 

this season. 

• Eric Hosmer hit his first double of August. He leads the team with 25 doubles 

on the season. 

• Travis Jankowski hit a double to lead off the first inning and is hitting .367 (11-

for-30) this month. 

• Franmil Reyes is 0-for-17 in the six games on this homestand after going 9-for-

15 with three home runs on the previous road trip. 

• Hunter Renfroe is 4-for-23 with a double on the homestand. He went 11-for-29 

with four homers and two doubles on the trip. Renfroe and shortstop Freddy 

Galvis are the only Padres to have started every game this month. 

• Renfroe hit his fourth sacrifice fly of the season – and third this month. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/freddy-galvis-PESPT0015249-topic.html
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Padres notes: A.J. Ellis 
wants to keep playing; 
finding room for all the 
arms 

Kevin Acee 

Pretty much anyone who he has played with or for believes A.J. Ellis would make an 

excellent manager when he’s finished playing. 

It’s the kind of thing that is said about a player possessed of a certain mindset and 

mentality when that player reaches 37 years old and is the oldest catcher in the major 

leagues. 

Thing is, Ellis doesn’t believe he’s finished playing. 

“I’ve talked to a lot of great friends of mine who have been major league catchers,” 

Ellis said Wednesday. “And the one thing they’ve told me is your body will let you 

know when it’s time. And my body hasn’t let me know that. I still feel like I can do it.” 

Ellis went 2-for-4 on Tuesday night and is batting .289/.386/.375 in 157 plate 

appearances this season. While having already started 38 games at catcher — two 

more than last season with the Marlins — his offensive numbers are the best of his 

career. 

Ellis spends more time this season stretching, working out and getting treatment. But 

all season, he has pointed to others. 

“I’ve gotten around some really good coaches this year that have helped some things 

click,” he said. “The consistency is at a level it hasn’t been in a long time. A lot of 

credit goes to (hitting coaches) Johnny Washington and Matt Stairs and then Griffin 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/a.j.-ellis-PESPT000010029-topic.html
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Benedict on the catching side. They’ve made me feel like the tank is a little more full 

than I might have thought.” 

Ellis assumed a leadership role as soon as he signed in February. But he has recently 

even more earnestly set about sharing as much as he can with younger teammates, 

only eight of whom were even 18-years-old when he made his major league debut in 

2008. 

“Beginning of the year, hope springs eternal,” he said. “You’re thinking about going to 

the World Series. You’re thinking this team can overachieve. The realizations hits in 

about June and July and then it’s, ‘How can you make a lasting impact on some 

people?’ ” 

Ellis would like to return to San Diego, though the Padres having Austin Hedges and 

acquiring top minor league catching prospect Francisco Mejia would seem to make 

that unlikely. He has for years tried to think like a manager during games and is 

intrigued by the possibility of managing, but he said he might like to take some time 

at home with his young children before making such a move. 

He leans on his Christian faith for perspective and assurance that whatever path he 

takes will be the right one. 

“My wife and I both know when it is time to say good-bye there is no regrets,” Ellis 

said. “We both believe there is a great plan for us in our lives. We’re not the authors of 

this story. We’re just small little characters in it.” 

Pitching problems 

The Padres have too many starting pitchers and too little place to put them. 

Not only are there eight starting pitchers on the active roster or about to be, the 

Padres have seven days off in the season’s final six weeks. 

“It’s going to be hard to go with a six- or seven-man rotation,” manager Andy Green 

said. “We’ll make some decisions as the next month unfolds to put some guys in 

position to start, and some guys might have to relegated to a different role.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-aj-ellis-catcher-veteran-0706-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Green reiterated Bryan Mitchell “is being stretched out to start” in his minor league 

rehab assignments and “that opportunity sits in front of him, probably.” 

Eric Lauer (forearm strain) on Wednesday threw his first extended bullpen session, 

including his sitting down and getting back up to pitch another “inning.” He could 

make a rehab start before returning but is expected to be re-inserted in the rotation. 

Luis Perdomo (shoulder strain) threw his first bullpen Tuesday and has another 

scheduled before a decision is made regarding his return. 

Robbie Erlin started Wednesday, rookie Jacob Nix makes his second start Thursday, 

Joey Lucchesi will start Friday with Clayton Richard and Brett Kennedy penciled in 

for the weekend. 

Then comes the first of those off days. 

The priority in determining which pitchers get the bulk of the starts, according to 

those familiar with the thinking, will be seeing what young pitchers can do. That’s 

why Mitchell is getting another look and the four rookies are here (with more possibly 

coming). 
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Minors Jorge Ona homers 
again for Storm 
 
Jeff Sanders 

Jorge Ona’s second professional season has not been much to write home about. 

Maybe a strong finish will change that. 

The 21-year-old Cuban homered in his second straight game and for the third time 

this month, leading high Single-A Lake Elsinore to an 8-7 win in 10 innings on 

Wednesday night at Rancho Cucamonga. 

Of the Padres’ investments in the 2016-2017 international class, only left-

hander Adrian Morejon ($11 million) fetched a larger signing bonus that Ona’s $7 

million payday. 

His .398 career slugging percentage to has underwhelmed, although Ona – who is no 

longer ranked among the Padres’ top-30 prospects, according to MLB.com – has 

played through several nagging injuries since joining the organization. A small 

fracture in his nose sent him to the DL this season in June. 

Ona hit 11 home runs last year in 107 games in his pro debut at low Single-A Fort 

Wayne (.755 OPS) and has eight through his first 94 games this year with the Storm, 

where he has a .703 OPS. 

Nate Easley (.273) hit his fourth homer and drove in two runs on four hits 

and Ruddy Giron (.255) and Chris Baker (.248) each had two hits. 

Right-hander Ronald Bolanos (5.35) allowed five runs in six innings in the start. 

Right-hander Dauris Valdez (4.31) saved his 10th game with a perfect 10th inning. 

The Storm are 25-27 in the second half and 59-63 overall. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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TRIPLE-A EL PASO (69-52) 

• Chihuahuas 7, Salt Lake 1: LHP Kyle McGrath (5-2, 3.18) turned in three 

scoreless innings for the win after RHP Kyle Lloyd (5.49) allowed a run in 

four innings in the start. C Raffy Lopez (.279) doubled in two runs and 

DH Francisco Mejia (.313) went 2-for-5 with a double, an RBI and a run 

scored. 2B Luis Urias(.277), RF Forrestt Allday (.284) and LF Shane 

Peterson (.268) all had two hits. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (25-25, 67-53) 

• Missions 8, Springfield 3: 3B Hudson Potts homered a second day in a 

row, Taylor Kohlwey (.296) drove in two runs off the bench and LF Josh 

Naylor (.306), C Austin Allen (.294) and 2B Matthew Batten (.261) each 

had two hits. RHP Jesse Scholtens (3.05) turned in five shutout innings and 

RHP Andres Munoz (2-1, 1.29) earned the win when the Missions scored 

seven runs in the ninth after his scoreless eighth. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (7-13, 25-33) 

• Vancouver 5, Dust Devils 2: RHP Sam Keating (3-6, 5.63) allowed five runs in 

5 2/3 innings in the start. SS Tucupita Marcano (.333) went 2-for-5 with an 

RBI and 2B Xavier Edwards (.136) went 1-for-4 with a walk, a run and two 

steals (4). LF Grant Little (.250) went 1-for-3 with a run, two walks and his 

ninth steal. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (11-6, 21-24) 

• Padres 3, Cubs 2 (10): RHP Frank Lopez (4.57) struck out five over three 

shutout innings of two-hit ball in the start. CF Jawuan Harris (.179) doubled 

in two runs and SS Reinaldo Ilarraza (.225) went 2-for-4 with an RBI, a run 

and his second steal. 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_elpaaa_slcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/scoreboard/index.jsp?sid=milb&org=135&ymd=20180815
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_triasx_vanasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_cubrok_pdrrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (8-8, 23-21) 

• Padres 3, Indians 2: RHP Manny Guzman (3.83) struck out eight and 

allowed a run on six hits and two walks in five innings in the start. DH Luis 

Roman (.266) drove in two runs on two hits and SS Jordy Barley (.199), 

CF Angel Solarte (.239) and C Jonny Homza (.242) each had two hits. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (31-32) 

• Reds 3, Padres 1: Cuban RHP Edgar Martinez (2.28) struck out eight and 

allowed a run on four hits and a walk in five innings in the start. 2B Luis 

Paez(.248) went 2-for-4 with a walk and his ninth steal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_cltrok_sdprok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_15_drdrok_dparok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb%20%C2%A0
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Minors Hudson Potts hits 
first Texas League homer 
 
Jeff Sanders 

The youngest active hitter in the Texas League is beginning to fit in. 

Hudson Potts hit his first homer and singled in Double-A San Antonio’s 3-0 win on 

Tuesday at Springfield, giving the 19-year-old third baseman hits in back-to-back 

games for the first time since his promotion out of the California League. 

Potts is hitting .214/.353/.429 through his first four games in the Texas League. He 

also committed his first error in the game. 

Ranked 23rd in the system by MLB.com, Potts hit .281/.350/.498 with 17 homers and 

58 RBIs in 106 games at high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

The 2016 first-rounder hit 20 homers last year at low Single-A Fort Wayne. 

Right fielder Michael Gettys (.242) went 2-for-3 and hit his 13th homer and Josh 

Naylor (.305) went 1-for-4 with the other RBI. 

Right-hander Miguel Diaz (2.35) struck out five over three shutout innings for his 

second save after right-hander Lake Bachar (3-6, 5.40) started the game with six 

shutout innings. 

The Missions are 66-53 overall and 24-25 in the second half. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (68-52) 

• Chihuahuas 6, Salt Lake 3: RHP Carter Capps (0.00) struck out two over two 

hitless, scoreless innings in his first PCL appearance of the year. LHP Dillon 

Overton (6-2, 3.10) allowed three runs on seven hits and a walk in six innings 

in the win. 2B Luis Urias (.275) went 3-for-4 with two doubles, a walk and two 

runs scored and SS Javy Guerra (.219) drove in three runs and hit his 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_sanaax_spraax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_elpaaa_slcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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10th homer. C Francisco Mejia (.306), 3B Ty France (.273), DH Allen 

Craig (.299) and CF Dusty Coleman (.186) each had two hits. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24-27, 58-
63) 

• Rancho Cucamonga 13, Storm 9: RHP Reggie Lawson (5.10) allowed five 

runs on 10 hits in 2 1/3 innings in the start, LHP Nick Margevicius (5.40) 

struck out 11 in five innings in relief (3 ER) and RHP Blake Rogers (3-3, 4.44) 

allowed four runs in the ninth. C Luis Torrens (.285) drove in three runs on 

his sixth homer, DH Jorge Ona (.242) hit his seventh and 3B Ruddy 

Giron (.251) hit his second. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (24-26, 56-63) 

• TinCaps 5, West Michigan 1: LHP MacKenzie Gore (4.11) struck out five and 

allowed one run on six hits and no walks in six innings to earn his second 

professional win. LHP Fred Schlichtholz (3.35) saved his second game with 

three strikeouts over two hitless innings. LF Jack Suwinski (.230) drove in 

two runs on two hits, including his ninth homer, and DH Esteury Ruiz (.251) 

went 3-for-4 with an RBI and his 40th steal. SS Owen Miller (.379) went 2-for-

4 with a double and two runs scored. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (7-12, 25-32) 

• Dust Devils 4, Vancouver 1: RF Dwanya Williams-Sutton (.247) hit his 

second homer and LF Tre Carter (.228) went 1-for-2 with a walk and a run 

scored. RHP Henry Henry (3.29) struck out four and allowed a run in six 

innings, RHP Jonathan Guzman (1-1, 3.70) struck out three over two hitless 

innings and RHP Jordan Guerrero (0.00) saved his seventh game with three 

strikeouts in the ninth. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (10-6, 22-21) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_wmiafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_triasx_vanasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Padres 7, Cubs 3: RHP Jean Cosme (2.45) struck out three in two perfect 

innings in the start. LF Jaquez Williams (.250) went 2-for-4 with a double, 

his third homer and three RBIs and 3B Luis Almanzar (.231) 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (7-8, 20-24) 

• Giants 10, Padres 1: LHP Ryan Weathers (0-2, 4.91) allowed three runs on 

four hits and a walk in three innings, his first appearance since minor lower 

back tightness forced him to miss one start. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (31-31) 

• Padres 5, White Sox 0 (7): LHP Jesus Gonzalez (3-2, 2.25) struck out five and 

allowed only three hits in six shutout innings in the win. CF Juan Garcia (.111) 

drove in two runs on his first homer and RF Junior Perez (.179) drove in two 

on his second. 

Transactions 

• INF River Stevens was transferred from El Paso to San Antonio. 

• LHP Travis Radke was transferred from Lake Elsinore to El Paso. 

• LHP Dan Dallas was transferred from Tri-City to Fort Wayne. 

• RHP Jose Quezada was placed on Fort Wayne’s seven-day disabled list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_giarok_sdprok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_14_dparok_dwsrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Spangenberg's HR, Erlin's strong start fall 
short 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- As the two longest-tenured Padres, Cory Spangenberg and Robbie Erlin have 
established themselves as very useful roster pieces in San Diego -- Spangenberg as a reliable 
utility man and Erlin as a lefty capable of pitching in multiple roles. 

Thing is, both Spangenberg and Erlin are out to prove that they're more than merely fringe 
roster options. In a 3-2 loss to the Angels on Wednesday night at Petco Park, they made their 
cases heard. 

Spangenberg homered and reached base three times. Erlin worked six solid innings before the 
Padres fell on Rene Rivera's tie-breaking home run in the ninth. 

"He deserved to win," Padres manager Andy Green said of Erlin. "He pitched well enough to win 
a baseball game." 

As for Spangenberg, his increase in playing time is no coincidence. At the beginning of August, 
Green sat down with the five-year Padres infielder and informed him he'd be getting more 
regular playing time at second. 

No doubt, Spangenberg is making the most of it. He's reaching base at a .513 clip since the 
month began, and has started nine of the team's 13 games and played in 12 of them. 

"Windows close pretty quick up here," Spangenberg said. "When it opens, you've got to take 
advantage of it." 

Erlin, meanwhile, was sharp for six innings, as he continued to stake his claim for a rotation 
spot. He allowed two runs on eight hits in six innings, and he owns a 2.81 ERA in three games 
since the Padres moved him back to a starting role at the beginning of the month. 

"He's doing what he needs to put himself in a rotation going forward," Green said. "That's good 
to see. We're looking for more answers than questions, and that type of performance on a 
consistent basis gives answers." 

Erlin's long-term role remains up in the air. He's been very effective in long relief, having posted 
a 2.05 ERA in 27 appearances out of the bullpen this season. But if Erlin can prove himself as a 
starter, it might increase his value to the club. 

"I'm really just trying to put the team in the best spot to win," Erlin said. "I really haven't thought 
about anything further than the next start." 

Erlin exited with the Padres trailing, 2-1, but Spangenberg evened things up in the seventh. 
After falling behind against Angels right-hander Cam Bedrosian, Spangenberg swatted an 0-2 
curveball to the opposite field for his first home run since June 11. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605486/cory-spangenberg
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/425784/rene-rivera
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
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The Padres came undone in the ninth when closer Kirby Yates surrendered his first home run 
at Petco Park since May. Rivera crushed a first-pitch fastball from Yates into the second deck in 
right field, just the ninth run Yates has allowed in 47 1/3 innings this season. 

"He's good, those things happen," Green said. "They wouldn't bite us if we did more 
offensively."  

FLASHY FREDDY 
Freddy Galvis' defensive gems are a nightly ritual at this point. His best play Wednesday came 
on a Justin Upton chopper in the top of the fourth inning. 

Upton hit a hard ground ball up the middle, and Galvis ranged to his right. He made a sliding 
grab in the hole, then rose to his feet in one motion. His throw beat Upton by two steps. 

Galvis has cemented himself as a Gold Glove Award candidate in the National League, though 
the D-backs' Nick Ahmed, the Cubs' Addison Russell and the Giants' Brandon Crawford all 
rank ahead of Galvis in defensive runs saved. 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Angels two-way star Shohei Ohtani owns one of the best split-finger fastballs in all of baseball. 
So does Yates. The Padres closer gave Ohtani a taste of his own medicine in the top of the 
ninth inning, striking him out with an excellent splitter off the outside corner. 

HE SAID IT 
"Sometimes you give guys too much credit. [Angels starter Felix Pena] has pitched fine. But for 
us, at some point in time you've got to lay off pitches that aren't strikes. … You're not going to 
win baseball games in the big leagues by swinging at balls and taking strikes." -- Green on 
Pena, who pitched six innings of two-hit ball 

UP NEXT 
Jacob Nix became the seventh Padres pitcher to work at least six scoreless frames in his 
debut. He held Philadelphia scoreless over six innings, lowering his ERA between the Minors 
and Majors this season to 1.67. Nix gets the ball Thursday night against the D-backs at 7:10 
p.m. PT. Arizona counters with righty Clay Buchholz. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/605113/nick-ahmed
http://m.mlb.com/player/608365/addison-russell
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http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
http://m.mlb.com/player/453329/clay-buchholz
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Jankowski proud of elite base-stealing skills 

By AJ Cassavell 

SAN DIEGO -- Travis Jankowski is fast. He's always been fast. By nature, being fast in Major 
League Baseball usually leads to high stolen-base totals. 

It does not -- as Jankowski is quick to point out -- make you a "base stealer." 

"For me, when you see a guy stealing 30 bases, but getting caught 15 times, it's like: 'Dude, you 
don't get it. You're just a runner. You don't understand base stealing,'" Jankowski said. "That's 
why base stealing is starting to trend down. There are more runners in baseball than base 
stealers." 

The "dude" he's referring to might as well be himself from two seasons ago. Jankowski swiped 
30 bags, but was caught 12 times. With the game shifting toward power and away from small 
ball, those were 12 outs that ran the Padres out of RBI opportunities. 

In 2018, however, Jankowski is a base stealer in the truest sense. He swiped his 20th base on 
Tuesday night against the Angels. He's been caught just four times. In the National League, 
only Billy Hamilton and Jarrod Dyson have at least 15 steals this year and a higher success 
rate. 

"We've turned him loose," said Padres manager Andy Green. "We've put the keys in his hands 
and said, 'Whenever you want to: Go.' He's earned that trust, and he's run really well with that 
trust." 

Of course, it wasn't quite as simple as saying, "Go." Bullpen catcher Griffin Benedict and first-
base coach Skip Schumaker compile thorough reports on the tendencies of opposing pitchers. 
Those reports are distributed to Padres hitters, and it's up to the hitters to take advantage of the 
information. 

The task is easier said than done. Jankowski watches film on those pitchers, so he feels 
comfortable understanding those tendencies. He needs to know what those pitchers will do 
when he reaches first base. 

"They give me information, and I just apply it," Jankowski said. "That takes all the risk out of it. 
That's why my percentage is higher this year than previous. I'm looking for one thing, and if I 
don't get that one thing, I don't run." 

In Schumaker's eyes, that's the mark of an elite base stealer. Not only does Jankowski know 
when to run. He knows when not to run. 

"He's going at the right time, every time," Schumaker said. "If he doesn't get it, he doesn't go. It's 
an incredibly smart way to steal bases." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/608671/travis-jankowski
http://m.mlb.com/player/571740/billy-hamilton
http://m.mlb.com/player/502481/jarrod-dyson
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Jankowski's 20 steals going into Wednesday's game against the Angels, place him tied for 20th 
in the Majors. That total is assuredly more impressive for a fourth outfielder with 300 plate 
appearances than for, say, Mike Trout. 

Jankowski has been on base 102 times this season. Every player above him on the stolen-base 
list has reached base far more frequently. 

"He's obviously fast," Schumaker said. "But he works hard on tendencies, and he's become, for 
me, the best base stealer I've ever played with or coached. ... If everybody in the ballpark knows 
you're stealing, and you can still steal, that's a true base stealer." 

Jankowski has managed to extrapolate serious value from stolen bases. 

To the organization, Jankowski, 27, is an incredibly valuable piece -- one that could be part of a 
winning club in the future. He's elite defensively at all three outfield spots. He reaches base at 
an above-average clip against right-handers. And he's an excellent baserunner. 

"Unique separates you," Jankowski said. "If I can do those types of things -- defense, on-base, 
baserunning, and separate myself from the pack in one way or another, that's what keeps you 
around for a long time. If I'm going to be a fourth outfielder for the rest of my career, I'm never 
going to be mad about that. The goal will always be to be an everyday guy. But fourth 
outfielder's not a bad fallback." 

Noteworthy 

• Lefty Eric Lauer threw an intensive bullpen session Wednesday, in which he simulated 
multiple innings by resting for a few minutes between pitching stints. Green noted, "It's definitely 
a possibility he gets a rehab start or two." Lauer is recovering from a left forearm strain. 

• Right-hander Luis Perdomo threw a bullpen session on Tuesday, his first since he landed on 
the disabled list with a right shoulder strain in late July. The Padres haven't mapped out a 
progression for Perdomo's return. 

• Add Bryan Mitchell (right elbow impingement, currently on a rehab assignment with Class A 
Advanced Lake Elsinore) into that mix, and the Padres have three starters moving toward a 
return. They already have a full rotation with several prospects they'd like to continue to see 
pitch. 

"We have a lot of days off in September, so it's going to be hard to go with a six- or seven-man 
rotation," Green said. "We'll make some decisions as the next month unfolds to put some guys 
in positions to start, and some guys might be relegated to a different role." 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
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After knee surgery, Matt Strahm has been 

limited but highly effective in 2018. What 

could he do next season? 

By Dennis Lin  

Matt Strahm possesses a runner’s build, a whip-like left arm and flexibility that 

borders on nonchalance. Starter or reliever? The 26-year-old has fielded that 

question throughout his Padres debut. If he has a strong preference in either 

direction, he has declined to reveal it. 

“It’s a blessing to be in the big leagues, and whatever innings are given to me, 

I’ll take them,” Strahm said this week. “I’m busting my butt to develop that 

fourth pitch, so to fully use my pitch repertoire I’d like to get a shot at starting. 

But again, it doesn’t matter to me.” 

It mattered last month, though, when he began his first running progression of 

the season. Strahm underwent surgery last July to repair a torn patellar tendon 

in his left knee. The procedure wiped out the remainder of his 2017, but it soon 

put him on the move. 

Less than three weeks later, the Padres traded Trevor Cahill, Ryan Buchter and 

Brandon Maurer. The Royals, who harbored postseason aspirations at the time, 

surrendered a rehabbing Strahm and teenage prospect Esteury Ruiz. 

A little more than a year has elapsed, and the deal looks shrewd in retrospect. 

Only Maurer, currently carrying a 9.47 ERA, remains with Kansas City. Cahill 

and Buchter are solid contributors for the Athletics, but both veterans have 

contended with injuries. 

Ruiz, meantime, is showcasing a blend of speed and power in A-ball. And, 

across 44 major-league innings, Strahm has logged a 2.25 ERA, 45 strikeouts 

and 16 walks. Opposing batters have combined for a .172/.260/.293 slash line. 

“We just wanted him to get on the mound and get innings,” Padres manager 

Andy Green said, recalling his initial expectations. “And we were hoping he 

was healthy. He’s been way more than that.” 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
https://theathletic.com/470126/2018/08/13/qa-padres-farm-director-sam-geaney-on-the-progress-of-esteury-ruiz-luis-urias-chris-paddack-and-other-prospects/


  

 21 

Strahm has pitched in every regulation inning, plus twice in extras. He has 

started five bullpen games, stretching out to 3 1/3 innings, and succeeded in 

high-leverage situations. The Athletic’s Eno Sarris wrote in February that 

Strahm could be a “secret weapon” in a variety of capacities. So far, the left-

hander has done nothing to dispel that notion. 

What Strahm has not done is pitch on back-to-back days. His stamina is still a 

work in progress. Last summer’s surgery called for a lengthy and somewhat 

uncertain timetable: Strahm might reapproach full strength by the one-year 

mark. Or, it might take closer to 18 months. 

The Padres’ training staff has proceeded with caution. Strahm started to run on 

dry ground prior to spring training. He was soon backed off when his surgically 

repaired knee did not respond kindly. Until July, his conditioning took place in 

low-impact settings — stationary bikes, pool workouts and zero-gravity 

treadmills. 

Recently, Strahm advanced to sprinting only short distances at a time. Yet the 

return to one of the most basic of exercises has qualified as a breakthrough. 

“I actually enjoyed running,” Strahm said, before gesturing toward his lanky 

frame. “I wasn’t a weight room guy if you couldn’t tell. 

“I would say right around the All-Star break everything was starting to get 

normal again. The strength in my legs is coming back, but it’s still the running, 

the pounding on the knees, that kind of irritates it. 

“But again, we were told 12 to 18 months. We’re at 13 months, so there’s still a 

little window of the post-surgical stuff. This offseason is going to be huge for 

me, having a full offseason of training versus just rehabbing.” 

Provided Strahm regains some weight and strength over the winter, 2019 could 

be a year of few limits and high upside. Strahm will turn 27 in November, yet 

he has thrown fewer than 400 innings as a professional. (A 21st-round pick out 

of Neosho County Community College in 2012, he missed most of the next two 

years with elbow trouble. Last season’s knee injury resulted in a second major 

surgery for the former Tommy John patient.) 

So, the Padres should have a fresh arm and four lively pitches to deploy 

however they wish. Here are some thoughts on the possibilities, from Strahm 

and a few informed observers: 

https://theathletic.com/254671/2018/02/27/sarris-matt-strahm-is-the-padres-secret-weapon/
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Matt Strahm, Padres left-hander 

On whether he used to prefer one role over the other: “When I first got into 

pro ball, I didn’t like really like the bullpen right away, because I’d always 

been a starter in high school and college and then you just kind of get thrown 

into it and you’ve got to learn. But there’s pros and cons to each one. You 

enjoy the rotation for every fifth day, getting the ball. You enjoy the bullpen 

because of the adrenaline rush. Whatever Andy needs me to do that’s best for 

the team, that’s what I’ll do.” 

On whether the rise of the multi-inning reliever has changed his 

perspective: “I wouldn’t say I looked too much at that. My one and only 

concern is to win ballgames. I don’t care how we do it. If I have to be a long 

guy, if I have to be a setup guy, if I have to be a mop-up guy, I just want to 

win. I don’t look too much into whether relievers are getting paid now or 

starters are getting paid more. My main concern is just winning.” 

On what has been communicated regarding a full-time opportunity as a 

starter:“Both (pitching coach Darren Balsley) and Andy have said kind of this 

year, it’s a no-go. Just because of my knee and all the stuff coming back from 

that. But they’ve both told me that in the future, it’s something we’re going to 

explore, so I’m excited to do that. Again, I don’t really care which one I do. I 

would enjoy starting, but I also enjoy the bullpen.” 

Darren Balsley, Padres pitching coach 

On his preference for 2019: “I would love to see him as a starter, personally. I 

know he’s doing great as a reliever. We’ve made sure we’ve spaced it out. He’s 

had (at least) a day’s rest in between. I think his knee’s responded well. His 

arm always responds well. He’s had those bullpen-day starts where he goes 

two-plus, three-plus. Right now, if he needed to go five, he probably could. I’m 

not sure if our medical team wants him to do that yet, but looking at the future, 

I would think he might be and could be one of our starters, easily.” 

On what might happen if starting doesn’t work out: “We’ve done this with a 

lot of guys. They come into spring training ready to be a starter, train as a 

starter. If it doesn’t work, he’s a fantastic reliever. He gets righties and lefties 

out. But yes, I’d like to see him maybe get a little more physical as far as his 

conditioning’s concerned. Other than that, he’s got a four-pitch mix, a much 

better changeup than I initially thought, so that adds to the equation as a starter. 
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“I think he knows that in the back of our minds we’re considering him as a 

starter. But he’s a team guy, he just takes the ball and he does what he does. 

The other thing, too, is when he gets extended (to three innings), he doesn’t 

show a lack of velocity. His velocity pretty much sits on what it is that day. So 

that tells me physically he’s ready to perhaps be extended more and work as a 

starter.” 

On what makes Strahm effective against left- and right-handed batters: “He 

has a four-pitch mix. That changeup has really helped him a lot. I think he has 

some deception. He has a really loose, whippy arm with, I wouldn’t say high 

velo, because nowadays 93 to 95 isn’t high velo anymore. But his fastball 

jumps. And he works down in the zone as well as up in the zone, whereas most 

guys just pitch down or just pitch up. He can pitch both and beat guys with his 

fastball.” 

Austin Hedges, Padres catcher 

On next season: “I’m curious to see how we’re going to be able to use him, 

because he’s obviously so versatile. I love having him in the bullpen. He 

obviously has the ability to start as well. Sometimes guys that have a lot of 

success in the bullpen, it doesn’t translate to starting. But with him, on those 

bullpen days where he has those spot starts, he’s shown that he has the ability 

to get guys out multiple times through the lineup. 

“If not, we have a guy who could be a Brad Hand, a guy who could come in in 

the eighth or ninth inning, or he could come in in the sixth inning and give you 

two or three innings. It’s nice to have someone who’s versatile like that who 

could come in in any situation.” 

On the progress of Strahm’s fourth pitch, his slider: “It’s been really good. 

It’s hard to rank his pitches because they’re all so good. There’s not a clear 

first, second, third or fourth pitch. Obviously, the fastball’s probably No. 1, but 

the other ones, I feel confident throwing them any time. Behind in the count, 

ahead in the count, for a strikeout or whatever.” 

On Strahm’s fastball: “He’s got a fastball he can command to both sides of the 

plate. He can get you out up or down. You have to respect a fastball with that 

kind of life. It opens up all the off-speed pitches. And he’s got a special 

demeanor out there, too. He’s a competitor. He’s got that mentality that I love 

to catch.” 
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Andy Green, Padres manager 

On what Strahm could do next season: “Start, relieve, pitch leverage, pitch 

Josh Hader-type innings. If he’s not one of our five starters, pitch leverage, 

one-inning stints out of our bullpen. I wouldn’t put anything past him. 

“He definitely seems comfortable with either (starting or relieving), which is 

nice for us. We have a lot of young starters coming, but he’s a guy who’s been 

here for a little while now, so he might provide a measure of stability for us if 

we use him in the rotation next year.” 

On his preference for the beginning of next season: “It’s probably an 

offseason’s worth of conversations, but it’s always easier to bring a guy in as a 

starter and transition him to a reliever than go, ‘Hey, we need you to go from 

relief to starter.’” 

Eric Hosmer, Padres first baseman 

On what he saw when Strahm debuted with the Royals in 2016: “We had a lot 

of guys that had roles that were there for a couple years. He came in and 

became our seventh-, eighth-inning guy right away. He was one of our best 

lefties out there. Just kind of from day one, he’s felt he’s belonged. From that 

point on, he never really looked back and was a big part of our bullpen in 

Kansas City.” 

On Strahm’s versatility: “I’ve seen him kind of do a little bit of everything, be 

one of those swing guys. Nowadays when you look at bullpen guys, that guy 

who can go three innings out of the bullpen is almost just as important as a 

closer. I think that’s what the value is in Strahm, is his flexibility to start, 

relieve, be a swing guy. Kind of a jack-of-all trades in the bullpen.” 

On the trade that brought Strahm to San Diego: “He got traded from a team 

that was trying to take a chance. I know if Kansas City had been in a rebuilding 

mode, he would’ve never left that system. But he had a freak injury at the time. 

I think it was a big pickup for this organization to get a guy like him.” 
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Rivera returns from DL, homers in 9th 
as Angels sweep Padres 

Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- In his first game back from a knee injury, Rene Rivera was big trouble for his old 
team. 
 
Rivera hit a go-ahead homer in the ninth inning after a long stay on the disabled list, and the Los 
Angeles Angels completed a three-game sweep of the San Diego Padres with a 3-2 victory 
Wednesday night. 
 
Reinstated from the 60-day DL before the game, Rivera connected for a solo shot into the 
second deck in left field against San Diego closer Kirby Yates (4-1). The former Padres catcher 
had missed 76 games with right knee inflammation. 
 
"It's awesome to come back after three months and help the team to win a game," Rivera said. 
"First, I'm glad to be back and have an opportunity to play, and winning the game today is 
great." 

Yates, who took over as closer when Brad Hand was traded to Cleveland, had allowed only two 
earned runs in 21 innings pitched at Petco Park this season. 
 
"I just threw a good pitch, and he hit it," Yates said. "Just come back tomorrow and get back at 
it." 

After the Angels sent starting catcher Martin Maldonado to Houston at the July 31 trade 
deadline, Rivera will have an opportunity to contribute more. 
 
"We just brought him back and knew he had to get his timing down," manager Mike Scioscia 
said. "To jump right in like that, that's a huge home run obviously." 

Jose Alvarez (5-3) pitched a scoreless eighth to earn the win for the Angels, their seventh in nine 
games. The sweep was Los Angeles' sixth of the season. 
 
Blake Parker retired the side in the ninth for his 12th save. 
 
Cory Spangenberg erased an Angels lead in the seventh with a solo home run that tied the game 
at 2. 
 
Andrelton Simmons singled home David Fletcher in the sixth to put Los Angeles in front 2-1. 
 
Both teams scored in the first inning. Albert Pujols drove in Kole Calhoun, who led off the game 
with a single, with a sacrifice fly against Padres lefty Robbie Erlin. 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6128/rene-rivera
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32623/kirby-yates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30289/martin-maldonado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32099/jose-alvarez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30517/blake-parker
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32169/cory-spangenberg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35156/david-fletcher
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31413/kole-calhoun
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31791/robbie-erlin
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San Diego answered with a sacrifice fly from Hunter Renfroe that brought home Travis 
Jankowski. 
 
Felix Pena pitched six solid innings for the Angels, allowing one unearned run on two hits while 
walking four and striking out seven. 
 
"I think Felix did a great job," Scioscia said. "He kept getting better as the game went on. The 
only fly in the ointment is four walks, but he stepped up." 

Erlin and Pena traded scoreless innings until the sixth, when Simmons broke through for Los 
Angeles. 

"He pitched great," Rivera said of Pena. "He kept the ball down and elevated when he wanted to 
elevate. He was keeping the hitters off balance and did a good job today." 

Shohei Ohtani pinch-hit in the ninth and struck out swinging against Yates. 
 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Angels: Ohtani threw at full strength in his second bullpen session since injuring his right elbow 
in June. The two-way rookie star from Japan said his arm felt good and he was able to throw all 
his pitches. "I did throw 100 percent effort, but obviously it is going to be different from a game 
situation," Ohtani said through a translator. "I can't say for sure until I see how my body feels 
tomorrow." 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Angels optioned RHP Odrisamer Despaigne and C Jose Briceno to Triple-A Salt Lake, and 
designated RHP Akeel Morris for assignment. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: Open a four-game series in Texas on Thursday. The club had not yet announced a 
starting pitcher. RHP Ariel Jurado (2-2, 5.66 ERA) will take the mound for the Rangers. 
 
Padres: RHP Jacob Nix (1-0) makes his second start in the majors Thursday against Arizona, 
looking to follow up a debut in which he threw six scoreless innings. RHP Clay Buchholz (5-2, 
2.67) goes for the Diamondbacks. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32751/travis-jankowski
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34920/felix-pena
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39832/shohei-ohtani
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35281/ariel-jurado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/35282/jacob-nix
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28855/clay-buchholz
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Padres On Deck: Advancing 

Pitchers Brett Kennedy, Chris 

Paddack lead Monthly Honor Roll 

By Bill Center 

Two pitchers who have been promoted since the end of July headline the 
Padres On Deck Players of the Month list for July. 

Right-hander Brett Kennedy, who has been promoted to the Padres, is 
July’s Pitcher of the Month for Triple-A El Paso. Right-hander Chris 
Paddack, who is now with El Paso, is the Pitcher of the Month for 
Double-A San Antonio. 

The Padres’ Players of the Month for July: 

Triple-A El Paso: 

Player: Right fielder Forrest Allday 

The 27-year-old was 32-for-86 for the Chihuahuas in July with six 
doubles, two triples, three homers, 23 runs scored and 14 RBIs. He also 
drew 15 walks (against 10 strikeouts) with seven steals. He had a slash 
line of .372/.495/.593/1.088. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Brett Kennedy 

The 23-year-old product of New York’s Fordham University was 4–0 in 
four starts in July with a 1.80 earned run average. He allowed five runs 
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on 19 hits and six walks with 18 strikeouts in 25 innings. He was 10–0 
with a 2.72 ERA for El Paso when promoted. 

Double-A San Antonio 

Player: Outfielder-first baseman Josh Naylor 

The 21-year-old is the Padres’ №15 prospect and now spends the 
majority of his time in left. He was 28-for-97 in July with five doubles, 
four homers, 16 runs scored, 11 RBIs, 20 walks (13 strikeouts) and two 
stolen bases for a slash line of .289/.415/.464/.879. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Chris Paddack 

He is ranked the Padres’ №5 prospect and is №50 on the MLB 
Pipeline’s list of the top 100 prospects through the minors. He was 3–1 
in July with a 1.30 ERA in five starts, allowing four runs on 11 hits and 
three walks in 27 2/3 innings for a 0.51 WHIP. 

Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore 

Player: Third baseman Hudson Potts 

The 20-year-old is ranked the Padres’ №23 prospect. He closed July on 
a 17-game hitting streak and went 41-for-111 in the month with nine 
doubles, four homers, 16 runs scored, 19 RBIs and eight walks for 
a .369/.417/.559/.975 slash line. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Pedro Avila 

The 21-year-old Venezuelan, who was acquired from Washington for 
catcher Derek Norris, was 3–0 in July with a 2.13 ERA in five 
appearances (three starts). The Padres’ №29 prospect allowed six runs 
on 26 hits and eight walks with 23 strikeouts in 25 1/3 innings. 
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Single-A Fort Wayne 

Player: Center fielder Jeisson Rosario 

The 18-year-old graduate of the 2016 international signing class is the 
Padres’ №19 prospect. He was 29-for-94 in July with five doubles, two 
triples, a homer, nine walks and two steals for 16 runs scored and five 
RBIs for a .309/.375/.436/.811 slash line. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Luis Patiño 

The 18-year-old Colombian is ranked the Padres’ №12 prospect. He was 
2–0 with a 1.85 ERA in July with a 0.89 WHIP and a .173 opponents’ 
batting average. He allowed six runs (five earned) on 14 hits and eight 
walks with 28 strikeouts in 24 2/3 July innings. 

Short-Season Single-A Tri-City 

Player: Infielder Olivier Basabe 

The 21-year-old native of Venezuela was the Padres’ eighth-round pick in 
the 2017 draft. He was 36-for-109 (.353) in July with nine doubles, three 
homers, eight walks, four steals, 13 runs scored and 19 RBIs for a .407 
on-base percentage and a .529 slugging percentage. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Henry Henry — The 19-year-old from the 
Dominican Republic was 3–1 in July in five starts with a 3.62 ERA. He 
allowed 13 runs (11 earned) in July on 27 hits and six walks with 26 
strikeouts in 27 1/3 innings for a 1.21 WHIP and a .260 opponents’ 
batting average. 

Dominican Summer League 
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Player: First baseman Emmanuel Guerra — The 6-foot-3, 185-pound, 17-
year-old Venezuelan was 17-for-70 last month with 21 walks. He also had 
five doubles, a triple and three homers for 17 runs scored and 13 RBIs. 
Despite a .243 batting average, he had a .436 on-base percentage and 
a .908 OPS. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Miguel Rondon — Also a 17-year-old native 
of Venezuela, Rondon was 1–0 with a 2.08 ERA in five appearances 
(three starts) in July. He allowed seven runs (six earned) on 16 hits and 
six walks with 29 strikeouts in 26 innings with a 0.85 WHIP and .185 
opponents’ batting average. 

Arizona Rookie League 

Player: Third baseman Sean Guilbe — The Padres 12th-round draft pick 
in June, out of Muhlenberg (Pa.) High, was 18-for-60 in July with eight 
doubles, a triple and three homers with 19 walks, three steals, 13 runs 
scored and 10 RBIs for a .300/.475/.617/1.092 slash line. 

Pitcher: Right-handed starter Luarbert Arias — Another 17-year-old 
native of Venezuela, the 6-foot-2, 176-pound right-hander was 2–2 with 
a 2.14 ERA in five games (three starts) in July. He gave up five runs on 
20 hits and four walks with 14 strikeouts in 21 innings with a 1.24 WHIP. 
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#PadresOnDeck: LHP MacKenzie 

Gore, C Francisco Mejía, 2B Luis 

Urías Have Banner Nights 
By Bill Center 

Three of the Padres top four prospects had memorable nights Tuesday in 
the Padres’ system. 

— Left-handed starting pitcher MacKenzie Gore, allowed one run on 
six hits and no walks with five strikeouts over six innings for Single-A 
Fort Wayne. Gore, 19, ranked the Padres’ №2 prospect by MLB 
Pipeline (and №11 among all minor leaguers), was the Padres first-
round pick (third overall) in the 2017 draft. With the win he is 2–5 with a 
4.11 earned run average. 

— Catcher Francisco Mejía, the Padres’ №3 prospect (№21 

throughout the minors) was 2-for-5 with a double and a run scored with 

Triple-A El Paso, where he is off to a .306 start. 

— Second baseman Luis Urías, ranked the Padres’ №4 prospect (and 

№23 throughout the minor leagues) was 3-for-4 with El Paso with two 

doubles, a walk and two runs scored — raising his batting average to .275. 

There were two other notable outings by Padres minor league pitchers: 

— Right-hander Lake Bachar, 23, allowed five hits and three walks 
with four strikeouts over six innings for Double-A San Antonio. With the 
win, he improved to 3–6 and lowered his ERA to 5.40. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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— Right-hander Henry Henry, 19, who started for the Northwest 
League All-Star team last week, allowed a run on five hits and no walks 
with four strikeouts over six innings to lower his ERA with Short-Season 
Single-A Tri-City to 3.29. 

Other leading performances from Top-30 prospects: 

— Infielder Esteury Ruiz, 19, the Padres’ №17 prospect, was 3-for-4 
with a RBI and a stolen base with Fort Wayne, raising his batting 
average to .251. 

— Third baseman Hudson Potts, 19, the Padres’ №23 prospect, was 2-
for-5 with a homer for San Antonio, where he is hitting .214 since being 
promoted. 

— Shortstop Owen Miller, №30 on the Padres’ prospect list, was 2-for-
4 with a double and two runs scored for Fort Wayne, where he is off to 
a .379 start. 

There were more moves in the Padres system Tuesday. Left-handed 
reliever Travis Radke was promoted to El Paso from Advanced Single-
A Lake Elsinore. Left-handed reliever Dan Dallas was promoted from 
Tri-City to Fort Wayne. Right-handed reliever Jose Quezada was 
placed on Fort Wayne’s seven-day disabled list. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (68–52): Chihuahuas 6, SALT LAKE 3 — SS Javy 
Guerra(.219) backed Urías and Mejía, homering in four at-bats with 
three RBIs. 3B Ty France (.273) was 2-for-5 with a double and a RBI. 
DH Allen Craig (.299) was 2-for-4 with a walk and a RBI. CF Dusty 
Coleman (.186) was 2-for-4 with a double and a run scored. Starting 
LHP Dillon Overton (6–2, 3.10 ERA) allowed three runs on seven hits 
and a walk with two strikeouts in six innings to get the win. RHP Carter 
Capps (0.00) issued a walk with two strikeouts in two otherwise perfect 
innings. RHP Seth Simmons (4.46) allowed a hit and a walk in one-

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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third of a scoreless inning. Radke got the final two outs in his Triple-A 
debut to earn the save. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (24–25, 66–53): MISSIONS 3, Springfield 
0 — RHP Miguel Diaz (2.35 ERA) followed Bachar and gave up a hit 
and a walk with five strikeouts in three scoreless innings to complete the 
shutout and earn his second save. RF Michael Gettys (.242) backed 
Potts, going 2-for-3 with a homer and a walk. LF Josh Naylor (.305) 
was 1-for-4 with a RBI. CF Buddy Reed (.179) was 1-for-5 with a double 
and a run scored. 2B Matthew Batten (.254) was 1-for-3 with a walk. 
C Austin Allen (.293) and SS Peter Van Gansen (.261) were each 1-
for-4. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (24–27, 58–63): RANCHO 
CUCAMONGA 13, Storm 9 — C Luis Torrens (.285) had a homer in five 
at-bats with three RBIs. DH Jorge Oña (.242) was 1-for-4 with a solo 
homer, a walk and two runs scored. 3B Ruddy Giron (.285) had a solo 
homer in five at-bats. CF Nate Easley (.264) was 1-for-4 with two RBIs 
and two runs scored. LF Rod Boykin (.200) was 1-for-4 with a run 
scored. SS Chris Baker (.243) had a double in four at-bats with two 
runs scored. CF Edward Olivares (.272) was 1-for-4. Starting 
RHP Reggie Lawson (5.08 ERA) allowed five runs on 10 hits with 
three strikeouts in 2 1/3 innings. LHP Cody Tyler (3.29) issued a walk 
with a strikeout in two-thirds of a hitless, scoreless inning. LHP Nick 
Margevicius (5.40) allowed four runs (three earned) on six hits and a 
walk with 11 strikeouts in five innings. RHP Blake Rogers (3–3, 4.44) 
allowed four runs on two hits and two walks with two strikeouts in two-
thirds of an inning to take the loss. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (24–26, 56–63): TIN CAPS 5, West Michigan 
1 — RHP Austin Smith (2.63 ERA) followed Gore and allowed a hit and 
a walk with a strikeout in a scoreless inning. LHP Fred 
Schlichtholz (3.35) issued a walk with three strikeouts in two 
otherwise perfect to earn the Coronadan his first save. LF Jack 
Suwinski (.230) was 2-for-3 with a homer and a sacrifice fly for two 
RBIs. Suwinski has homered in back-to-back games for the second time 
in two weeks. 3B Olivier Basabe (.333) was 1-for-4 with a double and a 
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run scored. 1B Nick Feight (.204) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. C Jalen 
Washington (.240) had a double in three at-bats with a run scored. 
CF Jeisson Rosario (.278) was 0-for-3 with a sacrifice fly. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (7–12, 25–32): Dust Devils 4, 
VANCOUVER 1 — RHP Jonathan Guzman (1–1, 3.70 ERA) 
followed Henry Henry and issued a walk with three strikeouts over 
two otherwise perfect innings. RHP Jordan Guerrero (0.00) allowed 
a hit and a walk with three strikeouts in an inning to earn his seventh 
save. RF Dwayna Williams-Sutton(.247) hit a solo homer in four at-
bats. LF Tre Carter (.228) was 1-for-2 with a walk and a run scored. 
3B Kelvin Alarcon (.175) was 0-for-2 with a walk, a stolen base and a 
run scored. 2B Xavier Edwards (.111) was 0-for-3 with a walk and a 
run scored. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (31–31): Padres 5, WHITE 
SOX 0 — Starting RHP Jesus Gonzalez (3–2, 2.25 ERA) pitched six 
scoreless innings, giving up three hits and no walks with five strikeouts. 
RHP Miguel Rondon(2.52 ERA) struck out one in two-thirds of a 
scoreless inning. RF Junior Perez(.179) was 2-for-3 with a home run, 
two RBIs and two runs scored. CF Juan Garcia (.111) had a two-run 
homer in three at-bats. 1B Brandon Valenzuela(.267) and SS Bryan 
Torres (.230) were each 2-for-4. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (10–6, 20–24): Padres 7, CUBS 3 — LF Jaquez 
Williams (.250) was 2-for-4 with a double, a homer and three RBIs. 
DH Nick Gatewood(.271) was 2-for-4 with a double, a walk, a RBI and 
two runs scored. 3B Luis Almanzar (.231) was 2-for-4 with a walk and 
a run scored. CF Jawuan Harris (.177) was 1-for-3 with two walks and 
a run scored. 2B Luis Guzman(.274) was 1-for-4 with a walk, a RBI 
and a run scored. RF Agustin Reyes(.263) was 1-for-5 with a RBI and a 
run scored. Rehabbing RHP Jean Cosme(2.45) struck out three in two 
perfect innings. RHP Jeferson Garcia (5.60) allowed two runs on two 
hits and five walks with three strikeouts in two innings. RHP Jose 
Cabrera (2.50) allowed a run on three hits and a strikeout in two 
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innings. RHP Martin Carrasco (2.35) struck out one in a perfect 
inning. RHP Tom Colletti (2–0, 0.71) allowed a hit with a strikeout in 
two scoreless innings. 

PADRES-2 (7–8, 22–21): Giants 10, PADRES 2–2B Sean Guilke (.231) 
and LF Mason House (.269) were each 1-for-3 with a walk. CF Angel 
Solarte (.231) was 1-for-3 with a hit-by-pitch. C Alison 
Quintero (.282) was 1-for-4. Starting LHP Ryan Weathers (0–2, 4.91 
ERA) allowed three runs on four hits and a walk with three strikeouts in 
three innings. LHP Gabriel Morales(4.55) allowed six runs (five 
earned) on seven hits in 1 1/3 innings. RHP Vijay Miller (5.18) allowed 
an unearned run on two hits and three walks with three strikeouts in 3 
2/3 innings. INF Blinger Perez pitched a perfect ninth with a 
strikeout. 
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Rene Rivera’s 9th inning home run leads Angels to sweep 
of Padres 

AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Rene Rivera hit a go-ahead homer in the ninth inning in his 
return from a long stay on the disabled list, and the Los Angeles Angels completed a 
three-game sweep of the San Diego Padres with a 3-2 victory Wednesday night. 

Reinstated from the 60-day DL before the game, Rivera connected for a solo shot 
into the second deck in left field against San Diego closer Kirby Yates (4-1). The 
former Padres catcher had missed 76 games with right knee inflammation. 

Jose Alvarez (5-3) pitched a scoreless eighth to earn the win for the Angels, their 
seventh in nine games. The sweep was Los Angeles’ sixth of the season. 

Blake Parker retired the side in the ninth for his 12th save. 

Cory Spangenberg erased an Angels lead in the seventh with a solo home run that 
tied the game at 2. 

Andrelton Simmons singled home David Fletcher in the sixth to put Los Angeles in 
front 2-1. 

Both teams scored in the first inning. Albert Pujols drove in Kole Calhoun, who led off 
the game with a single, with a sacrifice fly against Padres lefty Robbie Erlin. 

San Diego answered with a sacrifice fly from Hunter Renfroe that brought 
home Travis Jankowski. 

Felix Pena pitched six solid innings for the Angels, allowing one unearned run on two 
hits while walking four and striking out seven. 

Erlin and Pena traded scoreless innings until the sixth, when Simmons broke through 
for Los Angeles. 

Shohei Ohtani pinch-hit in the ninth and struck out swinging against Yates. 

ROSTER MOVES 

The Angels optioned RHP Odrisamer Despaigne and C Jose Briceno to Triple-A Salt 
Lake, and designated RHP Akeel Morris for assignment. 

UP NEXT 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/rene-riveras-9th-inning-home-run-leads-angels-to-sweep-of-padres-081618
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/rene-rivera-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/los-angeles-angels-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kirby-yates-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-alvarez-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/cory-spangenberg-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/david-fletcher-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/travis-jankowski-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/felix-pena-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/shohei-ohtani-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/jose-briceno-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/akeel-morris-player-stats
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Angels: Open a four-game series in Texas on Thursday. The club had not yet 
announced a starting pitcher. RHP Ariel Jurado (2-2, 5.66 ERA) will take the mound 
for the Rangers. 

Padres: RHP Jacob Nix (1-0) makes his second start in the majors Thursday against 
Arizona, looking to follow up a debut in which he threw six scoreless innings. RHP 
Clay Buchholz (5-2, 2.67) will oppose Nix for the Diamondbacks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


