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Bright future could draw big names to White Sox  
Hahn not surprised that players want to join at this stage of rebuild   
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- Why would a free agent of Bryce Harper's caliber pick the White Sox? 
 
This question isn't meant as a harsh or even negative reflection of the South Siders and their ongoing 
rebuild. It's more an exploration of reasons for a potential fit as the Winter Meetings move to a close on 
Thursday. 
 
"We've talked about this before. There's very bright days ahead," White Sox general manager Rick Hahn 
said during his Wednesday evening media session. "Again, it might be a year premature in terms of selling 
this club as a postseason contender. 
 
"But we've spent a lot of time over the last couple of years to put us in a position where very reasonably or 
objectively we have a bright future ahead of us. We've heard from a number of different players about their 
interest in being part of it, which I don't think should be surprising." 
 
One of those players very well could be Harper, who at 26 has 184 homers, a .900 OPS and a National 
League MVP Award on his resume. He provides a franchise-changing possibility for many clubs. Harper 
would give the White Sox a national presence, not to mention becoming the sort of dynamic talent who 
would not only enhance a new television network but add his name to the long list of Chicago sports icons. 
 
It's a position rarely found by the White Sox, even with their 2005 World Series championship and former 
standouts such as Frank Thomas and Chris Sale, and Ozzie Guillen as the onetime manager. Obviously, 
the money and years must be there in the bidding against other teams, but the White Sox are in payroll 
position to make a highly competitive offer -- if not the best. 
 
So in returning to Hahn's sales pitch, the future with one of the game's best Minor League systems could 
be a swing vote for the left-handed-hitting outfielder. 
 
"We've given Bryce exhaustive reviews of every organization, and he's been very studied about each," said 
Scott Boras, Harper's agent, during his annual Winter Meetings media session. "Certainly his evaluation, 
where he looks at it, he's active in dialogue in discussing that with teams." 
 
"When you're starting to talk about on-field product and where this thing is headed, while we have our own 
opinions on things, they come pretty well-armed with an understanding of what we're about and where 
we're going," said Hahn, speaking generally of potential additions. "They are professionals, and for many 
of them, these are important decisions about an extended period of their life. They've worked extraordinarily 
hard to get to this point in their career, and they're understandably taking this pursuit seriously. I've certainly 
been impressed." 
 
Some national pundits placed the White Sox on Wednesday as the Harper favorite, an odd vernacular 
considering there aren't daily rankings distributed as to where the team stands. Hahn said he tries not to 
get too caught up in speculation, although he quipped he can't ignore inquiries from his dad and sons about 
where the team stands. 
 
A decision could come in the next few days, weeks or months. There's no timetable, with the same holding 
true for fellow 26-year-old prime free agent Manny Machado. But as for that opening question concerning 
why Harper would choose the White Sox, the team's rebuild seems to be enticing and serves as a potential 
validation for the entire process. 
 



"Honestly, the only thing that's going to validate it is a parade at the end," Hahn said. "That's what it comes 
down to. It makes you feel good about some of the hard times of the past couple years, perhaps that it's 
been worth it to an extent. 
 
"In the end, it's going to come down to rings. If this doesn't ultimately land us in a position to win multiple 
championships, then in my view it would not have worked." 
 

 
Nova’s control, experience can help young staff  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- With one statement during a Wednesday morning conference call, Ivan Nova immediately 
became White Sox pitching coach Don Cooper's type of hurler. 
 
"Like they always say, the best pitch is strike one," Nova said. "You have to do everything in your power to 
throw strike one, strike two. A lot of guys can put them away, are strikeout pitchers, but I'm more like a 
contact pitcher. I like to attack the strike zone. I've always been a strike thrower." 
 
Nova, who turns 32 on Jan. 12, officially became a part of the 2019 White Sox rotation via a trade that sent 
Minor League pitcher Yordi Rosario and $500,000 in international signing bonus pool money to the Pirates 
on Tuesday. Nova has an average of 1.75 walks per 9 innings during the last three seasons, ranking him 
fifth in the Majors behind Josh Tomlin (1.03), Clayton Kershaw (1.30), Mike Leake (1.66) and Bartolo Colon 
(1.66) during that time. 
 
From Sept. 18, 2016 to April 17, 2017, Nova went six consecutive starts without a walk. He also threw 78 
pitches during a complete-game loss at St. Louis in the final start of that span, showing the sort of efficiency 
the White Sox hope some of their other young starters will emulate. Nova served as a mentor for young 
pitchers in Pittsburgh and is ready to do the same with his new team. 
 
"[James] Shields did something like that for us the last few years, to try to be the guy. I think Nova's 
experience will certainly be a part of that," White Sox manager Rick Renteria said. "We think he's going to 
be able to eat up some innings and pitch effectively for us. All the reports from everybody we've spoken to, 
this kid's a good pickup for us." 
 
Rule 5 outlook 
General manager Rick Hahn thinks the White Sox could lose at least one player and maybe two during 
Thursday morning's Rule 5 Draft, although he thought the team would lose one in '17 and did not. Right-
handers Zach Thompson and Spencer Adams, who were not added to the 40-man roster, seem to be the 
prime candidates, with Thompson more likely as a reliever. 
 
Hahn was far from definitive on adding through the Rule 5, although that hesitancy didn't deal with future 
trades or free-agent additions joining a 40-man roster, currently at 38. 
 
"It's a balance between what's available up there and how you project their role over the next couple of 
years versus some of our internal options and whether we'd be blocking some of the young guys that we've 
cultivated and we want to give them the chance," Hahn said. "It's not about some of the free-agent plugs 
that could come down the road or trades that could come down the road and we have this Rule 5 guy on 
the 40-man. 
 
"We can figure that one out. It's about how the available talent in that Draft coincides with what we already 
have." 
 
Burger progressing 
Jake Burger -- who is working his way back from a pair of torn left Achilles, including the first one last Spring 
Training -- is progressing well. 
 



"We're projecting him, provided everything goes smoothly, to hopefully be active at an affiliate come June 
1," Hahn said of the team's top pick in the 2017 Draft and potential third baseman of the future. 
 
Boras praises the Chairman 
Scott Boras, the agent for free-agent outfielder Bryce Harper, had nothing but praise Wednesday for White 
Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf. 
 
"First of all, he's a very knowledgeable baseball person and he's been a historic figure in the game and 
certainly somebody that I enjoy talking to all the time," Boras said during his extended media session. "I 
always know that whenever I call him, or he calls me, we have a very respectful relationship and always 
have good baseball conversations. 
 
"I'm sure Jerry will do anything that's good business for him. He's a very successful businessman and 
owner, so I would certainly say that he has certainly an opportunity to look at a star player, as he's done in 
the past, and looking at that today, it's even a greater advantage." 
 

 
White Sox boost rotation, make deal for Nova  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- Acquiring right-handed starter Ivan Nova from the Pirates on Tuesday became a near 
necessity for the White Sox. 
 
Not a necessity in terms of the big-picture rebuild, not with the soon-to-be 32-year-old owed just short of 
$9.2 million in 2018, per Spotrac, in the third season of a three-year, $26 million deal. Instead, Nova rates 
as an important piece of the present puzzle. 
 
Although Nova has never thrown 190 innings in a season, he has totals of 162, 187 and 161 thrown over 
the past three seasons to go with 26, 31 and 29 starts, respectively. He's an innings eater who can ease 
the pressure placed upon young hurlers such as Carlos Rodon, Reynaldo Lopez and Lucas Giolito in the 
absence of Michael Kopech and his ongoing recovery following Tommy John surgery, not to mention Dylan 
Cease, the 2018 Minor League Pitcher of the Year per MLB Pipeline, potentially later in the season. 
 
Nova is also capable of handling the mentor role, a job formerly held by James Shields before the White 
Sox bought out his '19 option. 
 
"We are going to have 25 guys on Opening Day, and it's important to figure out who they are going to be," 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said from the Winter Meetings at Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas on 
Tuesday. "Again, this was a necessity. It doesn't necessarily have a long-term impact in terms of Nova's 
stay with the White Sox. 
 
"Could be a multi-year stay we figure out after the season, him going into the last year of his contract. Or it 
could be a one-year fit. We do think he has the makeup and the presence that he will have a positive 
influence on some of our young players, which is something we have talked about having a longer-term 
impact through the mentoring or teaching and the effect it has on the young kids. There's benefit to that as 
well. This is also aimed at making sure we have the right mix come Opening Day of 2019." 
 
Nova has a 3-1 career record with a 4.61 ERA over five starts at Guaranteed Rate Field, allowing three 
home runs in 27 1/3 innings. He posted a 9-9 record with a 4.19 ERA for Pittsburgh in 2018, striking out 
114, walking 35 and yielding 26 home runs over 161 frames. He had a home ERA of 2.99 over 14 starts 
against a 5.42 road ERA over 15 starts, but Hahn believes a few flaws can be easily cleaned up, flaws the 
White Sox have had success working through in the past, which could make him more effective. The White 
Sox gave up right-hander Yordi Rosario, a 19-year-old Minor Leaguer, and $500,000 in international bonus 
pool money, once again speaking to how this move fits into the broader rebuild concept. 
 



There's no real prospect cost, primarily because the White Sox have plenty of payroll room to absorb Nova's 
salary. Two years of control still might have been palatable for the club for a player such as Nova, but to 
take on someone of this ilk for four or five years would be "a different animal," Hahn said. 
 
"It better be someone we feel very confident [about], someone who is going to grow and peak ideally with 
this young group coming together," Hahn said. "In keeping with the general theme of what we are trying to 
accomplish, yes, we remain very true to the long-term vision here. 
 
"Part of that vision is not compromising our economic flexibility going forward so it's at our disposal when 
the time is right, and we are truly in a position to win. If the opportunity arises to add a premium piece that 
fits for the long term, we are going to fully explore and be as aggressive as we can be. 
 
"In the interim, you are going to see moves that round out this roster that help make us better in the short 
term and potentially has a longer lasting impact on some of the other players. But also, obviously allows us 
to form a club out there that helps continue the process again as to where we want to be." 
 

 
Renteria won’t change style to appease star FA  
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS -- Rick Renteria features a no-nonsense style of managing, which is fair and even-handed, 
employed to grow a winning culture for the White Sox organization. In his two years at the helm, Renteria 
has been known to pull players from a game who aren't giving the needed effort on occasion. 
 
Renteria certainly isn't looking to remove a player or embarrass him in the process. But that style won't 
change even if the White Sox add a premium free agent with the high-end accomplishments and high-
salaried multi-year deals outfielder Bryce Harper and infielder Manny Machado likely will command. 
 
"Everybody has to be comfortable with me making an action like that. And when I do, I think we'll be backed," 
Renteria said during his Winter Meetings manager's interview session Tuesday at the Mandalay Bay Resort 
& Casino in Las Vegas. "There are going to be situations in which I might have to have conversations with 
guys that are coming from the outside. 
 
"But I will venture to say this, I've said it enough publicly, they know how we want to play the game here. I 
think anybody who is thinking or contemplating becoming a White Sox, they know we go about it a certain 
way. I think the beauty of it now is that I can have players deal with players, which is what we've been trying 
to get to. Ultimately, they're going to be able to police themselves." 
 
According to MLB Network insider Jon Heyman, the White Sox are one of the teams scheduled to meet 
with Machado in the coming days. 
 
Catching on with the White Sox 
Welington Castillo currently sits No. 1 at catcher on the White Sox depth chart. 
 
No. 8 prospect Zack Collins and No. 22 Seby Zavala also fall firmly in the picture behind the plate. But 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn made clear Tuesday neither of those two players is Major League 
ready, leaving the White Sox looking for another veteran backstop after losing Kevan Smith on a waiver 
claim to the Angels and trading Omar Narvaez to the Mariners for closer Alex Colome this offseason. 
 
That catching addition might be more than a backup even with Castillo in place, as various reports Tuesday 
linked Chicago's interest to free agent Yasmani Grandal. 
 
"We've got Wely coming back, and he's certainly capable of being the everyday catcher, whether in this 
day and age that means 100 games or 110 games or whatever," Hahn said. "At the same time, let's see 
what else we potentially wind up bringing in. 
 



"If we find a way to make ourselves better and the new catcher takes up a little bit more of the playing time 
over the course of the season, that's fine. Ricky's going to put the best guy out there in any given situation." 
 
Hahn won't rush the catching pursuit, pointing out there's a fair amount available on the market at this 
position. 
 
"We have a shorter list as to what we're looking for and who we think would fit and why, and if the right 
thing lines up, then we'll move on it," Hahn said. "We do have some preferences among the options that 
are out there in free agency and trade." 
 

 
Here’s why the White Sox should sign Harper  
By Will Leitch / MLB.com | December 12, 2018 
 
Last night, MLB Network's Ken Rosenthal did one of the most exciting things Ken Rosenthal can do: He 
filled up an entire fanbase with hope. For The Athletic (subscription required), Rosenthal threw some 
kindling on the lightly simmering Bryce Harper sweepstakes fire by writing, "The White Sox have the 
resources to sign Bryce Harper. Now, will they break character and go for it?" 
 
For a team that lost 100 games last season and hasn't made the playoffs since the year their most famous 
fan was elected President, this is the sort of item that makes ones ears prick upward. 
 
Rosenthal isn't entirely sold, arguing that while the White Sox have the payroll flexibility to go after Harper, 
such a move would be out of character for a franchise that has never handed out a contract exceeding 
$100 million. But it is potentially a perfect fit, and not just because a player of Harper's quality is a perfect 
fit for any team. If you're the White Sox, you've got to be looking around at the rest of the American League 
Central and thinking, "If not us, who? If not now, when?" If you were to make a bet on one team over the 
next five years in this division ... wouldn't it have to be the White Sox? 
 
After all, look at the rest of the division: 
 
Kansas City. The Royals lost more games than the White Sox did last year, are in the bottom half of most 
prospect ranking lists and are clearly taking long-term view on getting back to contention. You don't have 
to worry about the Royals for a while. 
 
Detroit. In his baseball newsletter this week, writer Joe Sheehan argued that the Tigers, by September, 
"could be a year closer to being relevant." In other words, there is still some work to do. 
 
Minnesota. The Twins took a huge step back after their Wild Card season and are still assessing what, in 
fact, they are right now. Steamer projections have them as a .500 team, and they dropped a lot of payroll 
from last year's roster. Still, there hasn't been much of a sense they're going to spend big this year, and 
some of their prospects have not panned out to be nearly what they'd hoped. 
 
Cleveland. Clearly still the favorite, but the fact that the Indians are talking about trading Corey Kluber or 
Trevor Bauer -- two of the best pitchers in baseball -- speaks to their current state of flux. They seem likely 
to take a step back, and it's not like they were particularly dominant last year. 
 
Meanwhile, the White Sox have the No. 3 Minor League system in baseball according to MLB Pipeline, and 
it's not all stashed down in the lower levels, either. Eloy Jimenez should be called up not long into 2019, 
and '20 -- if not earlier -- should bring Luis Robert, Nick Madrigal, Blake Rutherford, Dylan Cease and Dane 
Dunning, who are all on the Top 100 Prospects list. (Michael Kopech should be recovered from Tommy 
John surgery by then as well.) The window is just about to crack open for the White Sox: They could own 
this division in two years. 
 
So why not try to start now? Maybe you can't catch the Indians next year -- though we'll see what comes of 
Cleveland's offseason -- but you can at the very least take a big step forward and signal what you've got 



coming: Let your fans know that the days of 100-loss seasons are in your past. If that sounds familiar, that's 
what those uptown Cubs did, alerting the baseball world that they were coming, and coming fast, by signing 
Jon Lester before the 2015 season. They won 24 more games in '15 than they did in '14. And in 2016, they 
… well, you know what happened in 2016. A 24-game improvement for the White Sox would make them 
an 86-win team in '19. Is that an impossible dream? Let's take a look. 
 
Here's who the White Sox have if they don't sign Harper (or Manny Machado, to whom they've also been 
attached): 
 
Tim Anderson, SS 
Yoan Moncada, 2B 
Eloy Jimenez, LF (by May, you'd think) 
Jose Abreu, 1B 
Daniel Palka, DH 
Yolmer Sanchez, 3B 
Welington Castillo, C 
Nicky Delmonico or Leury Garcia, RF 
Adam Engel, CF 
 
Carlos Rodon, SP 
Ivan Nova, SP 
Reynaldo Lopez, SP 
Lucas Giolito, SP 
Manny Banuelos, SP 
 
Well, that doesn't look like a playoff team, not yet. But with Robert, Madrigal and Rutherford coming, not to 
mention catcher Zach Collins, the holes get filled quickly in 2020, and that's not even mentioning the 
rotation. If you added a top-tier superstar to the team, you've got a solid foundation even before all those 
guys come. Imagine Machado in the middle of that lineup, or Harper replacing whatever that is in right field. 
That's an above .500 team. That might even be an 86-win team. And that's before the kids arrive. Imagine 
all those prospects surrounding a Machado or Harper. The White Sox will be good without either of them. 
But imagine what they'd be like with them. 
 
The Indians probably aren't going to drop to 86 wins in 2019. But considering the state of the Tigers, Royals 
and Twins, there are definite wins on the table to be had by the White Sox. Nova is a helpful rotation piece, 
and tellingly, he's a free agent at the end of the season. This is a team built for the future, but Nova is a 
piece who only helps right now. It's at least a cursory glance at the idea that the White Sox might want to 
get the ball rolling a little bit. Clearly, with the AL Central in its current state, there is a decided lack of 
resistance. 
 
No one can predict what's going to happen in the future. We could all be playing baseball in rocket packs 
in a few years, you never know. But the White Sox find themselves in an extremely similar situation to those 
Cubs just a few years ago -- oodles of talent ready to take over, a fanbase desperate for a winner and all 
sorts of money available to spend. And considering how much better the NL Central was in 2015 -- three 
teams in that division made the playoffs that year, remember -- than the AL Central will be in '19, this seems 
precisely the time to pounce. Every team needs that kick start, that sign to their fans and the rest of baseball 
that they have arrived. That time for the White Sox seems to be right now. 
 

 
When it comes to high-profile free-agent pursuits, is the White Sox future-focused pitch working?  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — When asked Tuesday what the White Sox biggest selling point is, manager Rick Renteria 
didn't hesitate. 
 
"The future," he said. 



 
That's not a surprising answer to that question, but it's one the White Sox are giving with an awful lot of 
confidence at these Winter Meetings, a week in Vegas where they're being rumored to potentially hit a free-
agent jackpot. 
 
In fact, just before general manager Rick Hahn held his Wednesday-evening media session, one analyst 
tossed it out there that the White Sox were the front runners in the sweepstakes for Bryce Harper, the 
biggest name on the market and a guy who could alter the future of the franchise by signing on. 
 
The White Sox have been reportedly interested in both Harper and his fellow mega free agent Manny 
Machado for a while now, though in the wake of those initial reports, it seemed a team coming off a 100-
loss season with nothing but plans for future success would have a tough time competing against suitors 
with win-now rosters. Money might unsurprisingly end up making the biggest difference in this whole thing, 
and if the White Sox offer up the largest contract, certainly possible given their near complete lack of long-
term financial commitments, then there you go, maybe that's the ballgame. 
 
But Hahn has spoken confidently about his team's pitch, one that attempts to lure these big names to the 
South Side by talking up a loaded farm system and a collection of young talent that could grow up around 
an imported superstar and produce a perennial championship contender. The team's future is undoubtedly 
bright, and it sounds as if these free agents and their representation know that very well. 
 
"There’s very bright days ahead," Hahn said. "Now again, it might be a year premature in terms of selling 
this club as a postseason contender, but we’ve spent a lot of time over the last couple of years to put us in 
a position where we very reasonably, or objectively we have a bright future ahead of us. And we’ve heard 
from a number of different players about their interest in being part of it, which I don’t think should be 
surprising. 
 
"There’s been a lot of positive feedback in terms of the long term. It’s funny because when you are talking 
about a shorter-term deal, like a one- or two-year deal, you are getting a response from a lot of the players 
like, ‘Hey, we want to be part of the fun times, too. I’ll just do something a little bit longer.’ It can cut both 
ways. 
 
"Definitely, the general consensus is one of optimism." 
 
And not only are players reacting well to what the White Sox are selling when it comes to their long-term 
outlook, but they're coming to the table with that knowledge already. 
 
Harper's agent, Scott Boras, talked earlier Wednesday to a mass of reporters and confirmed that he's 
provided Harper with all kinds of information about teams, including details about their farm systems and 
what kind of talent they have coming down the line. 
 
"It's been my experience there's been a very deep understanding on the other side of the table about what 
we're about and where we're going," Hahn said. "They might not have every detail about some of the 
amenities of the ballpark or some of the services we provide for families or player assistants or stuff like 
that. But when you're starting to talk about on-field product and where this thing is headed, while we have 
our own opinions on things, they come pretty well armed with an understanding of what we're about and 
where we're going." 
 
The highly ranked prospects, the 2020 lineup projections, it's all common knowledge to fans who have been 
invested in this rebuilding project for two years now. But perhaps the lure of playing alongside Eloy Jimenez 
and Michael Kopech and Luis Robert and Dylan Cease is a lot stronger than originally anticipated, or at 
least as strong as the lure of playing on teams with win-now rosters like the Los Angeles Dodgers, the New 
York Yankees and, to an extent, the Philadelphia Phillies, other teams reportedly in the mix for Harper 
and/or Machado. 
 



And that's got to feel pretty good, right? The White Sox have spent two years in rebuilding mode, and it's 
rarely been a pretty sight at the major league level during that span. But all those young players and their 
expected bright future seems to have the attention of the baseball world. So much so, in fact, that some of 
the best players in the game want to be a part of it. 
 
But don't think that just being in the running for a player like Harper or Machado will completely validate the 
rebuild. 
 
"Honestly, the only thing that's going to validate it is a parade at the end," Hahn said. "That's what it comes 
down to. It makes you feel good about some of the hard times of the past couple years, perhaps that it's 
been worth it to an extent. But in the end it's going to come down to rings. If this doesn't ultimately land us 
in a position to win multiple championships, then in my view it would not have worked." 
 
And perhaps that helps explain the aggressiveness this winter. Again, this aggressive pursuit of free agents 
is part of the plan, not a sign of desperation from a 100-loss team. Adding that "finishing piece" is a step of 
this process that Hahn has talked about for a long time. If it's Harper or Machado, that goes a long way 
toward making the White Sox championship contenders down the road. 
 
Maybe it's that much-ballyhooed financial flexibility that's keeping the White Sox in this hunt. Perhaps 
money does trump everything else and the biggest contract offer will win the day. 
 
But there has to be other elements to this thing, and the elements the White Sox are talking up — that 
future that Renteria was so quick to bring up — might be getting through to the Harpers and the Machados 
of this free-agent world. 
 

 
White Sox don’t see Harper-type free agent on starting-pitcher market  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — The White Sox seem to have a very specific set of circumstances when it comes to going 
after big-name free agents this winter. 
 
Rick Hahn has explained over and over again that a player has to fit in with the team's long-term plans, and 
he's discussed taking advantage of opportunities to add premium talent to his ongoing rebuilding effort. 
 
And the obvious guys that fall into that category are Bryce Harper and Manny Machado, the two biggest 
names on the free-agent market, two 26-year-old superstars who are expected to receive some of the 
biggest contracts in baseball history and change whichever franchise they sign up with. 
 
But there are also some more immediate needs, like the one in the starting rotation. The White Sox filled 
one of two holes on the starting staff with Tuesday's trade for Ivan Nova, but another remains and there still 
remain multiple avenues Hahn could travel down to fill it. He could add another one-year fill-in, like Nova, 
and wait for Michael Kopech to recover from Tommy John surgery and for Dylan Cease to finish his 
development in the minor leagues. Or he could add a bigger name on a multi-year deal. 
 
But here's the question: Is there a player out there who, like Harper and Machado, is a premium-type, long-
term fit and is a starting pitcher? 
 
"At this time, probably not," Hahn said Wednesday. "Perhaps via trade. But if you're talking strictly free 
agency, I would say probably not." 
 
That's an interesting evaluation, if for no other reason than there's a 30-year-old Cy Young winner on the 
free-agent market. 
 
Dallas Keuchel isn't exactly a no-brainer, but he looks like a pretty good long-term fit, one of the American 
League's better starting pitchers in recent seasons who has the experience of going through a rebuild and 



seeing it end in a World Series championship. He won the 2015 AL Cy Young, is a four-time Gold Glover 
and in the last five seasons has a 3.28 ERA and 784 strikeouts in 145 starts. 
 
Perhaps the questioned criteria, purposely vague as to avoid hitting on specific free agents, didn't include 
Keuchel in Hahn's assessment. Or perhaps it most certainly did, revealing the White Sox don't consider 
Keuchel as a premium talent who fits in with their long-term plans. 
 
Hahn's answer, whether it includes Keuchel or not, could also point to how the White Sox plan to plug that 
final hole in the rotation: in much the same way they plugged the other one in acquiring Nova. The White 
Sox have obvious faith in and high hopes for both Kopech and Cease, so giving them every chance to win 
jobs at the top of the rotation makes plenty of sense. 
 
But if you're expecting a huge signing of a starting pitcher to either go along with or come in place of an 
addition of Harper or Machado, this winter doesn't look like the time. 
 

 
With White Sox in hunt for Bryce Harper, Scott Boras touts his client’s value: ‘These are pivotal 
moments’ 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — If anybody knows who's going to win the Bryce Harper sweepstakes, it's Scott Boras. 
 
But he's not telling. 
 
Harper's agent drew his annual crowd of reporters at the Winter Meetings on Wednesday and confidently 
stated how much teams around the league should want to back a dump truck full of money up to his client's 
house. Of course, Harper is expected to receive the biggest contract in baseball history, so is confidence 
isn't exactly misplaced. 
 
The White Sox are reportedly in the running for Harper — as well as Boras' former client and the second-
biggest name on the free-agent market, Manny Machado — and so Boras' thoughts are of particular interest 
on the South Side of Chicago. Unfortunately for those Harper-hungry folks, he wouldn't get into many 
specifics: not about contracts, not about teams, not about much besides how happy a team should be to 
sign one of the game's best players. 
 
"I think that in the end, all organizations are going to look back on this opportunity," Boras said. "They’re 
going to look back on it, and they’re going to say, ‘What should I have done? How should I have done it? 
What steps should I have taken?’ These are pivotal moments. There are a lot of organizations and general 
managers that will be evaluated about what they did do or didn’t do when you have the availability of a 
player like this." 
 
As for the White Sox general manager, he knows what kind of opportunity this is. Rick Hahn has used that 
word often this offseason, "opportunity," describing in what kind of instance the White Sox would make a 
big splash. And that opportunity is a player like Harper, who at just 26 years old fits in so well with the team's 
long-term plans. Installing Harper in right field for the next decade would allow the White Sox bevy of highly 
touted prospects to grow up around one of the game's top stars and form the perennial championship 
contender Hahn and his front office envisioned when they started this rebuilding process. 
 
Hahn talks about every move the team makes as needing to make sense in the long term. It sounds like 
Boras and Harper are thinking in a similar fashion. 
 
"I think the effectiveness of ownership in meetings is one where they talk about histories, they talk about 
their ability to create a winning modality that is consistent with what a club may do over a 10-, 15-year 
period," Boras said. "If they can establish that and listen to it, I think when you’re signing long-term contracts, 
you’re looking at a franchise in the long term, not just the short term." 
 



For those looking for any little grains of information to help understand the White Sox chances at landing 
Harper, Boras said he and his client have "met with everyone that we need to meet with" and he had nothing 
but good things to say about team chairman Jerry Reinsdorf, saying "I enjoy talking to him all the time." He 
confirmed that Harper has received information about teams' farm systems and what kind of talent they 
have coming down the line. 
 
But in the end, Boras stuck to his script as pitchman for Harper as baseball's best value, even at a potential 
$400 million price point. He talked up Harper's impact on the TV ratings and attendance and merchandise 
sales in Washington. He talked up how signing a player like Harper can increase the value of a franchise. 
And surely the White Sox would love all that. 
 
But they'd love winning more. 
 
To get Harper aboard and crank up the brightness on an already bright future on the South Side, they first 
have to win this sweepstakes. 
 

 
One analyst says White Sox are current front runner for Bryce Harper  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — The White Sox reported pursuit of Bryce Harper might be aggressive enough that it's made 
them the front runner to land baseball's biggest free agent. 
 
According to CBS Sports baseball analyst Jim Bowden, the White Sox are leading the pack right now, 
potentially the team willing to offer the longest and richest contract to the top name on this winter's free-
agent market. 
 
As discussed in recent days at the Winter Meetings, the White Sox are beginning to look like a more and 
more realistic fit for Harper as other teams seem to be dropping out. The New York Yankees and St. Louis 
Cardinals insist they're not interested in Harper, and the Cubs have been discussing their financial 
constraints all offseason. The Los Angeles Dodgers and Philadelphia Phillies were mentioned along with 
the White Sox as potential finalists earlier this week, with the caveat that the Dodgers would have to do a 
lot to clear room for Harper. The Phillies, meanwhile, have vowed to spend "stupid" and seem to have the 
same amount of financial ability to land Harper as the White Sox, who have almost no long-term financial 
commitments to speak of. 
 
Bowden addressed all of that in his breakdown of the situation for CBS Sports. 
 
Bowden declaring the White Sox the front runners comes in the wake of a pair of reports describing the 
White Sox as less than confident that they'll end up winning the derby, so the situation seems to be a fluid 
one. 
 
Bowden also mentioned that the White Sox have intrigued Harper with their plans for the future and their 
loaded farm system that boasts some of the highest-rated prospects in the game. Eloy Jimenez, the No. 3 
prospect in baseball, should be up early on in the 2019 campaign. Michael Kopech, one of the highest-
ranked pitching prospects in baseball, will be back from Tommy John surgery for the 2020 season. Dylan 
Cease, who was good enough in 2018 to earn MLB Pipeline's minor league pitcher of the year honors, 
could arrive in 2019, too. 
 
Add Harper to that mix, and while it might not even mean a playoff berth in 2019, it could mean a perennial 
championship contender not long after. 
 
Whether or not Bowden is right about the White Sox holding the lead in this race, it's yet another 
confirmation of their aggressiveness and their commitment to taking advantage of an opportunity to add 
one of the best players in the game to their long-term vision. Harper meshes perfectly with all those 



prospects, and should he choose to play his home games on the South Side, they'd arrive to build a 
contender around him. 
 
A lot can change between now and when Harper makes his final decision, but maybe Rick Hahn's future-
focused sales pitch is working. 
 

 
White Sox reportedly have interest in free-agent reliever Adam Ottavino  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Rick Hahn said the White Sox aren't done adding to their bullpen this offseason. Is a big 
free-agent addition to the relief corps on the horizon? 
 
According to MLB Network's Jon Morosi, the White Sox have interest in free-agent reliever Adam Ottavino, 
who was stellar last season for the Colorado Rockies. 
 
Ottavino finished the 2018 regular season with a 2.43 ERA in 77.2 innings of work. He gave up just 21 
earned runs on the season, striking out 112 batters in his 75 relief appearances. 
 
He worked primarily as a setup man last season in Denver, with the vast majority of his work coming in the 
eighth inning ahead of former Cubs closer Wade Davis. 
 
Hahn has expressed a repeated desire to add to the White Sox bullpen, which ranked 23rd out of 30 major 
league teams with a 4.49 ERA last season. He brought in a potential new closer in Alex Colome, the 2017 
major league saves leader, in a trade with the Seattle Mariners. But Hahn insisted then he wasn't done 
adding, and Ottavino would be an obvious upgrade. 
 
But how does the 33-year-old Ottavino fit in the long term? It's interesting because there's been plenty of 
assumption that he could be signed as a closer this winter. The White Sox figure to have their closer in 
Colome for the next two seasons, but elite relief help is always wanted. That being said, would the White 
Sox be willing to spend on bullpen pitching ahead of a season in which they're not expected to contend for 
a playoff spot? 
 
It's one thing to go after someone like Bryce Harper or Manny Machado, whose big-money contracts would 
make them a centerpiece for the next decade. But relievers, as Hahn has mentioned, can be a different 
story. 
 
"On relievers," he said during the conference call to discuss the Colome trade, "it's tough to project out on 
any of them, even the best, quite how they're going to perform three or four years out into the future." 
 
With the White Sox looking three or four years into the future in everything they do, does inking someone 
like Ottavino make sense? 
 

 
Favorites or not, White Sox will still make their pitch to Bryce Harper and Manny Machado  
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — The words coming from White Sox brass at these Winter Meetings show an aggressiveness 
in pursuing the biggest names in the game and a confidence that the rebuilding process is moving toward 
an incredibly bright future. 
 
But reports from some of the national writers who break all kinds of news during this kind of event show 
something different. 
 
The Athletic's Ken Rosenthal wrote about the White Sox on Tuesday, reporting that team chairman Jerry 
Reinsdorf has given his front office the green light to pursue Harper and Machado, who are expected to 



receive a couple of the biggest contracts in baseball history, even though he has doubts about winning a 
bidding war. Then came a tweet from USA Today's Bob Nightengale on Wednesday, indicating that the 
South Siders are set to meet with the two big-name free agents, even though they don't see themselves as 
the favorites. 
 
Humility is always good, but it's a stark contrast between those couple bits of reporting and the description 
of the White Sox and their aggressive winter to this point. 
 
That being said, both pieces of information include the fact that the White Sox are still going to make their 
pitch to these guys and try to get them to play 81 (and eventually more) home games a year on the South 
Side. 
 
It's already been reported that Hall of Famer Jim Thome came on board to help the White Sox pitch Harper, 
and the White Sox were reported to have a meeting with Machado soon, though whether that's here in 
Vegas or back in Chicago remains unclear, as Machado was reportedly going to take his free-agent tour to 
teams in their home cities. 
 
The White Sox will be in the room with these guys, pitching them on why an impact talent like themselves 
should sign up with a team that lost 100 games last season. Certainly the metaphorical dump truck full of 
money will have an awful lot to do with it, and the team's virtual lack of any long-term financial commitments 
has made them seem such a realistic option to so many in the know. The White Sox sure seem willing to 
offer that kind of monstrous contract. They'd have to be, otherwise there'd be little point in an aggressive 
pursuit. 
 
But their pitch will likely be focused on something else. 
 
"It's the future. The talent we have," manager Rick Renteria said Tuesday when asked what the White Sox 
biggest selling point to free agents is. "We've got some really good-looking young players that are not far 
from being here and impacting us and helping us hopefully do what we're searching to do, which is win 
ballgames." 
 
Hahn thinks that's a winning pitch, too. The chance to do something special from the ground up, to join a 
rebuilding team, buy into the future, watch the minor league talent ascend around you and then win a bunch 
of championships. That's what the White Sox will say to Harper and Machado. 
 
Will it work? 
 
The Philadelphia Phillies have vowed to "spend stupid," perhaps the reason they're the favorites to land 
Harper and one of the favorites to sign Machado. The New York Yankees can sell Machado (they took 
themselves out of the Harper running, it seems) on joining a 100-win team and being a part of the next 
Bronx dynasty. The Los Angeles Dodgers always seem willing to spend a huge chunk of change and are 
reportedly trying to make some moves that would clear room in their crowded outfield, perhaps for Harper. 
 
That's tough competition. The Dodgers have been to back-to-back World Series, the Yankees had the third 
best record in baseball last season, and the Phillies made big strides in their rebuilding effort. It's hard play 
at that table with mere plans for the future. 
 
But, as mentioned, the White Sox seem confident in their pitch, and they'll get to make it. The good news 
is their future does not dim at all if they don't hit on Harper or Machado. But getting one of those guys would 
certainly make it neon bright. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The White Sox need Bryce Harper because of the Bulls and Blackhawks, as well as the Cubs. They 
need Harper for TV.  
By Phil Rosenthal / Chicago Tribune | December 12, 2018 
 
Wonder what’s fueling the White Sox’s ambition to sign Bryce Harper? 
 
One reason is the sputtering Bulls and Blackhawks. The Cubs, too, but mostly it’s the perfectly dreadful 
Bulls and Blackhawks. 
 
After years of the Cubs saying they will leave NBC Sports Chicago to launch an outlet of their own after the 
2019 season, it’s widely anticipated they will in fact do so. 
 
In striking out on their own, the marketplace and viewers’ appetite for footing the bill largely will determine 
whether the Cubs in fact strike out. 
 
There are, to be sure, complicating factors that may make the timing of this move less than ideal, but let’s 
save that discussion for another day. 
 
(This is the hill the Cubs have chosen. But we were talking about Bryce Harper, whom the Cubs also could 
land but have indicated in public at least that they probably won’t.) 
 
Assuming the Cubs do ditch their NBC Sports Chicago partners — the White Sox, Blackhawks and Bulls 
— it’s anticipated those three franchises will band together on their own TV and streaming concern. 
 
Their Cubs-less video entity is going to need something to generate interest. 
 
Or someone. 
 
Someone like Bryce Harper. 
 
While the White Sox are doing what they can to build a future contender, they very much could use a 
superstar to make the franchise impossible to ignore by fans as well as media outlets. 
 
Harper presumably would draw viewers while everyone waits for their investment in promising young talent 
to mature and, when they do, to elevate their efforts. 
 
That’s what pries open Jerry Reinsdorf’s checkbook. 
 
Upping the stakes — and the need for someone able to make their channel more than an afterthought — 
is the fact that the Blackhawks and Bulls are going the Thelma-and-Louise route off the cliff this season. 
 
Both the Bulls and Blackhawks awoke Thursday with the second-worst records in their respective leagues. 
They stink on ice (and hardwood). 
 
The Blackhawks on Wednesday snapped their latest losing streak at eight with a victory over the Penguins, 
which just goes to show you can’t lose them all. 
 
They’ve now won four of their last 23 and are 4-12-2 since Jeremy Colliton was installed as coach in place 
of Hall of Famer Joel Quenneville whose 6-6-3 start this season was deemed substandard by team higher-
ups and in need of a major shake-up. 
 
Who does what for the White Sox? A personnel breakdown of the organization 
Who does what for the White Sox? A look at their organizational flowchart. 
Consider them shaken, not stirred — but, really, more rattled. 
 



Their fellow United Center habitues, the Bulls, are faring little better. 
 
Going into Thursday night’s game against the Magic in Mexico City, the Bulls — 1-3 under recently installed 
martinet Jim Boylen — were winners just twice in their last 15 games. 
 
The only thing worse than sitting through Bulls and Blackhawks telecasts this season has been sitting 
through NBC Sports Chicago’s postgame shows trying to explain away defeat after defeat as a parent might 
try to encourage a spectacularly ungifted child. 
 
(“I know you’re disappointed, but the other team was really good and I thought you showed real progress 
in some areas. No, really, you did.”) 
 
This has been exacerbated by NBC Sports Chicago’s decision to eschew other late-night programming, 
such as its headlines-and-highlights show, in favor of going all-in on postgame shows. 
 
So when the Bulls drop a 133-77 nail-biter to the Celtics, with Boylen benching starters in part to keep them 
fresh for practice the next day, viewers get to relive every single moment afterward first on the standard-
issue postgame show. Then they get “Bulls Outsiders,” a post-postgame show that talks up what happened 
earlier but with less insight. 
 
The trio of men on “Outsiders” are meant to evoke a fan experience of some sort, but actual fans would be 
a lot less amused this season with the Bulls, not to mention themselves. 
 
They’re going for a “Wayne’s World” vibe, but what’s needed something closer to “Mystery Science Theater 
3000,” a show that combined knowing comedic commentary and digs played over less-than-stellar movies. 
 
Rerun the games with realistically critical and sardonic patter over the actual play-by-play call. 
 
At worst, it would be tolerable. 
 
At best, it could be downright entertaining. 
 
That would get everyone through the winter. 
 
Bryce Harper would be expensive but he could get everyone through the summer. 
 

 
As White Sox pursue Bryce Harper, agent Scott Boras says prized free agent is ‘looking … in the 
long term’  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 12, 2018 
 
The White Sox might be the exception to agent Scott Boras’ post-negotiation forecast involving marquee 
free agent Bryce Harper. 
 
“In the end, all organizations are going to look back and say: ‘What should I have done? How should I have 
done it? What steps should I have taken?’ ” Boras said Wednesday, corralled by nearly 100 reporters in 
front of a Christmas tree at the winter meetings. 
 
“These are pivotal moments. A lot of organizations and general managers will be evaluated about what 
they did do and didn’t do when you have the availability of a player like this.” 
 
The Sox, on the verge of turning the corner in their rebuilding mission, would love to sign Harper but can 
remain on their long-term course if Harper signs elsewhere. 
 



Boras never specifically addressed any team linked to Harper during his 56-minute media session. The 
Sox, who have committed only $26 million to five players for 2019, have the financial flexibility to perhaps 
match any offer. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn, speaking in general terms, addressed the complexity of sculpting a massive 
contract. 
 
“It’s more than just dollars times years,” Hahn said. “There’s multiple layers from trade protection, opt-outs, 
deferral structures. There are a lot of moving pieces involved.” 
 
The biggest issue, in addition to contract terms, may be the Sox’s ability to sell Harper, 26, on the upside 
of a franchise that lost 100 games last season and hasn’t been to the playoffs since 2008. 
 
“Bryce is really open to the geography,” Boras said. “What he’s really looking for is the ownership to make 
sure he has every opportunity to achieve his goals: to win a championship, to play on competitive teams … 
and all those things. And obviously there are a lot of owners who believe their franchises can do that.” 
 
Hahn said the Sox have heard from numerous players interested in being a part of their “bright future.” 
 
“Which shouldn’t be surprising,” he said. 
 
Boras quelled the perception that he and Sox Chairman Jerry Reinsdorf have an icy relationship. 
 
“Whenever I call him, or he calls me, we have a very respectful relationship and always have good baseball 
conversations,” said Boras, who noted Reinsdorf’s financial success and his six NBA championships with 
the Bulls. “It’s good to talk to a very steady guy, and Jerry is very much that about baseball. I’m sure Jerry 
will do anything that’s good business for him.” 
 
Although many observers have blushed over Harper’s alleged demands — said to be as high as 10 years 
and $400 million — Boras pointed to how the value of the Nationals, Harper’s previous team, soared after 
his arrival in 2012. 
 
“The evidence is when he got to Washington, the attendance went from 600,000 to 700,000 above what it 
was,” Boras said. “TV ratings went from 22,000 households to 77,000 households. The ratings went from 
0.8 to 2.8. The franchise value went from $480 million to over $2 billion. 
 
“Those are the kind of numbers that owners pay attention to.” 
 
Sox home attendance hasn’t exceeded 2 million since 2011 and dipped to 1.6 million in 2018. 
 
Harper, according to Boras, has received “exhaustive reviews” of every organization and has been involved 
in talks with interested teams regarding their long-term plans. 
 
“The effectiveness of ownership in meetings is one where they come and talk about histories, their ability 
to create a winning modality that is consistent with what a club may do over a 10- to 15-year period,” Boras 
said. “If they can establish that and listen to it, when you’re signing a long-term contract, you’re looking at 
basically a franchise in the long term, not just the short term. 
 
“I’m optimistic that Bryce has such value to an owner that it would be a great business decision for them to 
do what they and Bryce feels necessary to reach a contract.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
New White Sox pitcher Ivan Nova on Guaranteed Rate Field’s challenges: ‘I’ll do everything possible 
to be effective’ 
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 12, 2018 
 
Ivan Nova is determined to show the White Sox he’s capable of succeeding despite hitter-friendly 
Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Nova said he will lean on his experience pitching for the Yankees — particularly at smaller road parks. 
 
“I pitched in the American League East, where it’s very difficult to pitch in parks like Boston and Baltimore,” 
Nova said during a conference call Wednesday morning, one day after he was traded from the Pirates for 
a minor league pitcher and international draft bonus money. “I’m very confident in that park. I’ll do everything 
possible to be effective.” 
 
Nova allowed 26 home runs last season, but 18 of those came away from the Pirates’ spacious PNC Park. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn acknowledged some of Nova’s plump numbers, such as his home run total 
and that left-handed hitters batted .288 against him. But the Sox have been interested in Nova for seven 
seasons and believe his problems can be corrected. 
 
Nova is 3-1 lifetime with a 4.61 ERA in five career starts at Guaranteed Rate Field. He has allowed only 
three home runs in 113 plate appearances. 
 
At Fenway Park, Nova is 2-5 with a 4.86 ERA in nine games, with five home runs surrendered in 170 plate 
appearances. 
 
Baltimore’s Oriole Park, however, hasn’t been so friendly to Nova, who has a lifetime 5.33 ERA in nine 
games and 11 home runs allowed in 234 plate appearances. 
 
The key to Nova’s success may be his ability to induce early contact with quality pitches. 
 
“I’ve always been a strike thrower,” said Nova, who has allowed 1.75 walks per nine innings in the last three 
seasons. “You’re going to have those days where (you struggle). 
 
“Like they say, the best pitch is strike one. I’m more of a contact pitcher. I like to attack the strike zone.” 
 

 
Cubs and White Sox brace for losses in today’s Rule 5 draft  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 13, 2018 
 
The White Sox seemed more concerned than the Cubs about the possibility of losing a player in Thursday’s 
Rule 5 draft. 
 
“I think we’ll probably lose at least one guy,” Sox General Manager Rick Hahn said. “I think I might have 
said the same thing last year but was wrong. I think we could lose one guy, maybe two.” 
 
That candidate for selection could be pitcher Spencer Adams, 22, a second-round pick in the 2014 draft. 
Adams was a combined 7-13 with a 3.79 ERA in 28 starts at Double-A Birmingham and Triple-A Charlotte. 
 
Adams struck out only 95 in 159 innings, a dip after striking out 113 in 152 2/3 innings at Birmingham the 
previous season. 
 
Teams pay $100,000 to pick a player in the Major League phase of the Rule 5 Draft. If that player doesn't 
stay on the 25-man roster for the entire season, he must be offered back to his former team for $50,000. 
 



“It’s a balance between what’s available out there, and how you protect their role over the next few years 
and our internal options,” Hahn said of the problem of possibly blocking the progress of a homegrown 
player. 
 
The Sox and Cubs each have room on their 40-man roster to draft a player. The Cubs were scheduled to 
assess their options Wednesday night. 
 
“You’re always concerned (about losing a player), but have to set (your) roster and have a strategy to it and 
cross fingers,” Cubs GM Jed Hoyer said. 
 

 
Rick Renteria happy with the White Sox’s progress, but knows his job isn’t finished yet  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 12, 2018 
 
Matt Nagy has earned credibility in his first season with the Bears, but the White Sox’s Rick Renteria has 
subtly seized more security than any of the three other head coaches/managers among the Chicago major 
professional sports teams. 
 
“I want to be here through the completion of the task,” said Renteria, who was given an extension past the 
2019 season despite the team’s 100 losses in 2018. 
 
“You guys hear me say this, but I worry about doing my job. I don't necessarily worry about my job. And I 
think that at the end of the day everybody here knows, the whole baseball world knows that it's ultimately 
about winning. 
 
“So you're going to have a particular time in which you're developing players and getting them to become 
those players that can win. And at the end, hopefully I can get to that point and have success with these 
guys, do some winning and I can continue my career in a different capacity, as opposed to just bringing a 
lot of young men to fruition in terms of what they're going to be capable of doing as a club.” 
 
Renteria takes satisfaction in seeing the progress of his young players, but “you'd like to walk away with a 
few more victories than losses.” 
 
“I think these last years have been good for those young men, gaining experience. We've had some kids 
that have gotten better in different aspects of their play, and I’m so happy to continue to see them evolve.” 
 
Renteria’s spirits have been lifted by the organization’s pursuit of marquee talent — such as Bryce Harper 
and Manny Machado — as they maintain their goal of winning on a long-term basis. 
 
“I think for us it's a big boost because now we're in a position, potentially, to be able to possibly acquire 
someone of a status, of a reputation, of a skill set that can impact your club in a significant way,” Renteria 
said. 
 
“It's a part of that process now where the organization is putting itself on the footing of being able to do 
things like that and hopefully being able to solidify the club for the near future.” 
 

 
A catcher? A reliever? Bryce Harper? White Sox are still exploring free-agent waters  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 11, 2018 
 
The next step in the White Sox’s attempt to become a contender could be more significant than their 
acquisition Tuesday of pitcher Ivan Nova from the Pirates for minor-league pitcher Yordi Rosario and 
international signing bonus pool money. 
 



For now, Nova, 31, provides the Sox with an innings-eating starter who can take the load off Reynaldo 
Lopez, Lucas Giolito and Carlos Rodon at only $8.5 million. Adding him also buys time for prospects Dylan 
Cease, Dane Dunning and Kodi Medeiros. 
 
Mega free agents Bryce Harper and Manny Machado remain in play, but the acquisition of Nova — nearly 
two weeks after acquiring closer Alex Colome — displays the Sox’s intent to upgrade their roster 
significantly after their 100-loss season in 2018. 
 
Even if the Sox fail to land Harper or Machado, they’re showing an intent to substantially improve. They’re 
still looking for another starting pitcher and a catcher — perhaps to do more than just aid their young pitchers 
and catchers. 
 
“We got Wely (Wellington Castillo) coming back, and he’s capable of being the everyday catcher, whether 
in this day and age it means 100 games, 110 games,” general manager Rick Hahn said. “He’s capable of 
doing that. 
 
“At the same time, let’s see what else we financially can end up bringing in. If we find a way to make 
ourselves better and the new catcher takes up more of the playing time over the course of the season, 
that’s fine.” 
 
A few reports have linked the Sox to free agent Yasmani Grandal, but “in the end, the most logical one is 
on paper is more of a backup type, catch-and-throw (catcher), can handle a staff, complement Wely and 
give Zack Collins more time (to develop),” Hahn said. 
 
“But we’re not ruling anything else out.” 
 
Manager Rick Renteria endorsed buying more time for the prospects. 
 
“And once they start understanding and being confident and learning what it is that they can really do, and 
they come together as a team, I think there’s potentially a lot of exciting times coming on the South Side,” 
Renteria said. 
 
Topnotch relievers are on the Sox’s shopping list, but they may wait. 
 
“Let the market unfold if you don’t like the price,” Hahn said. 
 
Adding Nova, who has thrown at least 160 innings in each of the last three seasons and has allowed an 
average of only 1.75 walks per nine innings, doesn’t restrain the Sox’s attempts to acquire a big-name free 
agent, such as Harper or Machado. 
 
“In the interim, you are going to see moves that round out this roster that helps make us better in the short 
term and potentially has a longer-lasting impact on some of the other players.” 
 
Nova, 31, was 9-9 with a 4.19 ERA in 29 starts with the Pirates last season. He didn’t allow more than three 
walks in any of his 20 starts, and he has a 78-64 lifetime record in nine seasons with the Yankees (2010-
16) and Pirates (2016-18). 
 
The Sox believe Nova’s flaws can be corrected. Nova has allowed 55 homers in 348 innings over the last 
two seasons. Of the 26 home runs allowed by Nova in 2018, 18 were hit away from spacious PNC Park. 
 
Left-handed batters hit .288 against Nova, compared with right-handers’ .250 mark. 
 
“There are a couple of flaws that might need to be cleaned up here, which is not shocking,” Hahn said. “At 
the same time, it’s mostly stuff we’ve had success with in the past and stuff we can manage.” 
 



Rosario, 19, was 1-4 with a 2.57 ERA in 14 games in the Dominican Summer League and rookie Arizona 
League. 
 

 
Jerry Reinsdorf, the boss of the Bulls and White Sox, is having quite the crazy week  
By Paul Sullivan / Chicago Tribune | December 11, 2018 
 
Jerry Reinsdorf’s to-do list this week was one for the books. 
 
Get your favorite White Sox player into the Hall of Fame? Check. 
 
Renew dealings with longtime archenemy Scott Boras? Check. 
 
Monitor your Bulls players’ near-mutiny against their new coach? Check. 
 
It’s all part of life’s rich pageant for Chicago’s two-team chairman, who doesn’t seem to be slowing down at 
age 82 despite two rebuilds that may not come to fruition any time soon. 
 
With “The Chairman” in Las Vegas for baseball’s winter meetings, here are the three storylines that have 
put him in the spotlight this week: 
 
Harold Baines controversy 
No one complained when former Cubs great Ron Santo was voted into the Hall of Fame by a veterans 
committee in 2011 after some persuasion by committee member Billy Williams, Santo’s friend and former 
teammate. 
 
Hall of Famer Harold Baines 
But the selection of former Sox DH Harold Baines on Sunday by a veterans committee that included 
Reinsdorf drew widespread criticism because of a debate over Baines’ career stats. 
 
Some of those critics pointed the finger at Reinsdorf for getting Baines in and allegedly diminishing the Hall. 
One of the most vocal, veteran sportscaster Keith Olbermann, tweeted: “Only 1 guy had Baines anywhere 
near the top of the list of ‘unfairly overlooked’ — and that was Jerry Reinsdorf, who has spent 35 years 
running an unproductive, boring team in the #3 market as if it were based in Oshkosh WI (no offense, 
Oshkosh).” 
 
Reinsdorf had nothing to do with Baines getting on the ballot, one committee member confirmed, but was 
placed on the voting committee by the Hall of Fame. 
 
And while Reinsdorf was one of Baines’ biggest boosters in the meeting, he had only one vote. Eleven 
other members on the 16-man committee agreed with his assessment of Baines’ qualifications, though they 
decline to reveal their votes. 
 
Either way, it’s a controversy that won’t die down anytime soon. Committee member Joe Torre added to 
the confusion Monday when MLB Network asked him about the selection process. “Sometimes numbers 
don’t tell you the whole story,” Torre said of Baines. 
 
Torre did not elaborate. 
 
Battling Scott Boras 
Bryce Harper reportedly is seeking the biggest contract in baseball history, which is one reason to believe 
he won’t wind up on the South Side. 
 
Reinsdorf has yet to hand out a nine-figure contract, much less a $300-mllion to $400-million deal. 
 



Another reason is the Sox are coming off a 100-loss season and probably won’t be competitive for at least 
a couple of years. 
 
But the biggest impediment may be that Harper’s agent is the notorious Boras, who has a long history of 
battling Reinsdorf over money, dating to first-round draft pick Bobby Seay in the summer of 1996. 
 
Later that year, Reinsdorf called negotiations with Boras over impending Sox free agent Alex Fernandez 
“one of the more bizarre meetings I've ever had.” Fernandez wound up signing with the Marlins. 
 
Things came to a head in the winter of 2004 when the Sox bowed out of the free-agent bidding for their 
outfielder, Magglio Ordonez, along with several other Boras clients, including Omar Vizquel, Carlos Beltran, 
Adrian Beltre, J.D. Drew, Jason Varitek, Derek Lowe and Kevin Millwood. 
 
“I do not expect to sign any Scott Boras clients,” then-Sox general manager Ken Williams declared. 
 
The next year, the Sox declined to consider any draft prospects Boras “advised.”. “In my past 15 years of 
doing this, we haven't had much success with Scott Boras,” senior director of player personnel Duane 
Shaffer explained. Williams added: “I'd be lying if I told you (Boras’ involvement) wasn't a consideration.” 
 
The Sox ultimately made TCU pitcher Lance Broadway their first-round pick and watched him quickly flame 
out in a career that lasted only 27 games. 
 
Williams relented by the winter of 2009, and unsuccessfully pursued another Boras client, free-agent 
outfielder Johnny Damon. And after replacing Williams as general manager, Rick Hahn selected college 
pitcher Carlos Rodon, another Boras guy, with the No. 3 pick in the 2014 draft, continuing the thaw. 
 
“Quite frankly, I always got along with Kenny OK,” Boras told me in ’15. “I don't expect teams to agree with 
me on values or performance evaluations or whatever. ... Rick did a great job in getting (Rodon) under 
wraps. We both agreed on who he was and we both agreed he was going to be a major-leaguer this year. 
That allowed us to get a deal done.” 
 
Rodon now is a major part of the Sox rebuild, which apparently is entering a new phase. Williams said at 
the winter meetings they’re all tired of losing and need to be aggressive on the market. 
 
“It’s building, but ultimately you got to prove it to White Sox fans,” Williams said. “And we know that. And 
that’s what we’re setting out to do. We’re trying to earn their patience and attention.” 
 
Signing Harper certainly would get everyone’s attention. But it also might say something about Reinsdorf’s 
patience with the rebuild. He turns 83 in February. 
 
Bulls rebellion 
While Reinsdorf’s primary focus is on the Sox, his other rebuild is headed in the wrong direction, as 
evidenced by a 6-22 record and a player revolt against new coach Jim Boylen. 
 
After a few players suggested a boycott of practice that led to what Tribune reporter K.C. Johnson termed 
“intense team meetings,” Boylen claimed he was only trying to push the players out of their so-called 
“comfort zone.” 
 
“That’s what the Reinsdorfs are paying me for,” Boylen said. 
 
This unfolding saga has all the earmarks of another Reinsdorfian debacle: the hiring of crazy Sox coach 
Terry Bevington to replace low-key manager Gene Lamont early in the 1995 season. 
 
The Sox players had no respect for Bevington and were upfront about it with the media. But Reinsdorf 
rehired Bevington anyway after a late-season collapse in 1996. 
 



When they finally admitted it was not working, the Sox fired Bevington after ’97 and started a rebuild. 
 
What goes around, comes around. 
 

 
White Sox acquire Ivan Nova from Pirates to strengthen starting pitching depth  
By Mark Gonzales / Chicago Tribune | December 11, 2018 
 
The White Sox added much-needed starting rotation help Tuesday by acquiring Ivan Nova from the Pirates 
for minor-league pitcher Yordi Rosario and international signing bonus pool money. 
 
Nova, 31, has made 26 starts or more in five seasons since 2011. He made 29 starts and threw 161 innings 
last season, posting a 4.19 ERA. 
 
Nova’s average of 1.75 walks per nine innings during the last three seasons ranks fifth in the majors, trailing 
only Josh Tomlin (1.03), Clayton Kershaw (1.30), Mike Leake (1.66) and Bartolo Colón (1.66). 
 
Nova went six consecutive starts without a walk from Sept. 18, 2016-April 17, 2017, and he threw only 78 
pitches in a complete-game loss on April 17, 2017 in St. Louis. 
 
“Ivan is a quality individual who provides a veteran presence to our starting rotation and has shown the 
ability to consistently throw strikes,” Sox general manager Rick Hahn said in a statement. “We’re excited 
what he brings to the organization both on the field and in the clubhouse.” 
 
 'It was important for us to find a veteran presence': White Sox GM Rick Hahn on Ivan Nova trade 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn discusses the team's acquisition of starting pitcher Ivan Nova from 
the Pirates on Dec. 11, 2018, in Las Vegas. 
The Sox are seeking one more starter to join Reynaldo Lopez, Lucas Giolito, Carlos Rodon and Nova. 
 
Nova enters the final year of a three-year, $26 million contract and can become a free agent after next 
season. 
 
Nick Kingham, who is out of options, and Steven Brault are expected to compete for Nova’s spot in the 
Pirates rotation. Nova started his career in the Yankees organization and won a career-high 16 games with 
them in 2011. 
 
The major concern regarding Nova is he has allowed 55 home runs in 348 innings over the last two seasons. 
Of the 26 home runs he allowed in 2018, 18 were away from spacious PNC Park. 
 
Rosario, 19, was 1-4 with a 2.57 ERA and 70 strikeouts in 56 innings over 14 games last season for the 
Sox’s Dominican Summer League team and the Arizona League. 
 
The Sox’s 40-man roster increases to 38. 
 

 
As big stories go, Harper to White Sox would be off the charts  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Understatement of the offseason: A Bryce Harper signing would be big for the White Sox. 
 
How big? Easily the biggest story on the South Side since the World Series championship in 2005, that’s 
all. 
 
A Harper signing would bring a true superstar to Chicago, legitimize the Sox’ brand and revive their level 
of relevancy in a sports town dominated by the Bears and Cubs. It would give their rebuild not a finishing 



piece but a centerpiece and face for a franchise that right now has only a promising future with coming 
talent to stand on. 
 
Harper’s lefty bat in the middle of the lineup alone would not turn the Sox into contenders for 2019 but, with 
Eloy Jimenez coming, would certainly make them better for the short term. And for the long term, with more 
prospects such as Luis Robert coming, it’s feasible to see the Sox contending for years to come. 
 
His agent, Scott Boras, said at the winter meetings Wednesday that Harper has a savvy business sense 
and knows what the Sox’ farm system looks like. He wants to play for a winner that will contend for 
championships (plural). And he wants to be the face of a franchise to advance his name and brand. 
   
Working in the Sox’ favor, Harper, who is considering the Sox and numerous other teams, wouldn’t be 
overly concerned that the team isn’t ready to win in 2019. That’s because he knows the Sox should be 
ready shortly after. 
 
“When you’re signing a long-term contract, you’re looking at a franchise in the long term, not just the short 
term,’’ Boras said. 
 
That was one of several things Boras said to keep the Sox’ hopes simmering. One national analyst, former 
general manager Jim Bowden of CBS Sports, called the Sox the favorites for Harper late Wednesday 
afternoon, stirring the pot. 
 
Boras said Harper has met with every team he needs to by now (the Sox’ first meeting was Nov. 19), and 
negotiations are underway. While Boras and Sox chairman Jerry Reinsdorf have had a less-than-great 
relationship over the years, Carlos Rodon is a Boras client, and Boras said he “loves talking” to Reinsdorf. 
 
“He’s a very knowledgeable baseball person,’’ Boras said. “He’s been a historic figure in the game and 
someone I enjoy talking to.” 
 
Boras said his discussions with Reinsdorf always have been respectful, “and we have good baseball 
conversations. It’s good to talk to a very steady guy, and Jerry’s very much that about baseball.’’ 
 
Despite his reputation as a labor hawk and one who has stood for financial restraint, Reinsdorf shocked the 
baseball world when he signed Albert Belle to a $55 million contract in 1996. The biggest deal he has 
worked for a Sox player since was $68 million for Jose Abreu. 
 
“I’m sure Jerry will do anything that’s good business for him,’’ Boras said. “He’s a very successful 
businessman and an owner. And so I would certainly say that he certainly has an opportunity to look at a 
star player, as he’s done in the past. Looking at that today, it’s even a greater advantage for him.’’ 
 
Stay tuned. 
 
“Something could happen quickly,’’ Boras said. “Something also could happen in a matter of weeks. You 
really can’t put a time on it.” 
 
A hungry fan base is on the edge of its seat. 
 
“These are extraordinarily complex [deals],’’ general manager Rick Hahn cautioned. “It’s more than just 
dollars times years. There’s multiple layers from trade protection, opt-outs, deferral structures. There’s a lot 
of moving pieces involved. These things can take time. These things can fall apart for a lot of different 
reasons. There’s a lot of different potential potholes along the way before you get to a deal. But we have 
an idea about what we’re going to try to accomplish, and we’re going to pursue it diligently.” 
 
 
 
 



 
Timing for Harper might be more than Werth it for White Sox  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 13, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Nationals GM Mike Rizzo signed Jayson Werth to a seven-year deal before the Nats were 
ready to win in 2011, which is what the Sox are looking to do with Bryce Harper. 
 
They are likely another full season away from a contending window, but Harper is only 26 so the Sox 
wouldn’t view his services for the first year at a huge cost – a $300-400 million deal over 10 years seems 
possible – as a waste. 
 
Nor should they, Rizzo suggested. 
 
“You have to time it out right where you’re going to be competitive in the very near future, and he has to 
add something to the franchise and the organization beyond between the lines,’’ Rizzo said. “It has to be 
more than between the lines, batting average, analytics and performance. He has to bring something more 
to the table.” 
 
Harper checked more than a box or two in Rizzo’s view. 
 
“He brought an exuberance with him every day,’’ Rizzo said. “I think he’d rather be at the ballpark than 
anywhere else in the world.’’ 
   
Rizzo calls Harper’s baseball IQ “huge” and work ethic great, intangibles that are valued in the clubhouse. 
 
“He brings a dynamic to the clubhouse that few people can bring,’’ Rizzo said. “He was a young MVP, the 
youngest all-star ever, he’s got a shelf-ful of awards that show the type of player he is. Now he’s a grizzled 
veteran at [26] years old that’s done a lot in the game already. He’s just scratching the surface.’’ 
 
White Sox needs 
 
Sox GM Rick Hahn continues to pursue a catcher to complement Welington Castillo, bullpen help and 
possibly another starter. Adam Ottavino is one free agent reliever the Sox have been linked to. 
 
Hahn said caution exists in the bullpen market because so many free agent relievers didn’t pan out last 
season. 
 
“That weighs heavily on both sides,” he said. 
 
Hahn traded for late inning specialist Alex Colome last week and starter Ivan Nova Tuesday. 
 
The quote 
 
Hahn, when asked if free agents such as Harper showing interest in the Sox validates the rebuild: “The only 
thing that’s going to validate it is a parade at the end. That’s what it comes down to.” 
 
This and that 
 
*The last order of business at the winter meetings on the final day Thursday is the Rule 5 Draft. Hahn 
expects to lose a player, and while he didn’t mention names it’s known right-hander Zach Thompson is a 
likely target for other clubs. The Sox probably won’t make a selection. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Renteria wants to be with White Sox ‘through completion of task’ 
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Manager Rick Renteria has guided the White Sox through trying years of 95 and 100 losses. 
Receiving an unannounced extension beyond 2019 last spring means he’ll have an opportunity to see the 
organization’s rebuild through better days. 
 
“I want to be here through the completion of the task,’’ Renteria said Tuesday at the winter meetings. “I 
don’t necessarily worry about my job; I worry about doing my job. The whole baseball world knows it’s 
ultimately about winning.’’ 
 
With a three-year 202-284 managerial record with the Cubs and Sox, all in rebuilding years, Renteria hasn’t 
been afforded an opportunity to manage a club built to win. 
 
“Hopefully, I can get to that point and have success with these guys, do some winning, and I can continue 
my career in a different capacity, as opposed to [only developing players],’’ he said. 
 
Renteria said the Sox’ promising future has them positioned to potentially appeal to top free agents, 
including Bryce Harper and Manny Machado (whom he didn’t mention by name). 
 
The Renteria rules 
 
Machado, for one, did himself no favors in the court of public perception by not hustling during the 
postseason. Renteria has benched players for not running out ground balls, which presents an intriguing 
scenario should Machado happen to sign with the Sox. 
 
“I’ve made it pretty clear to the guys, I’m a no-nonsense guy,’’ Renteria said. “My job isn’t to embarrass 
somebody. . . . My job is to make sure these guys understand how important we believe that process and 
how doing things a certain way is for us as White Sox.’’ 
 
Renteria said it’s all about setting a standard for style of play and effort, a style that is being ingrained in a 
clubhouse in which players are holding other players accountable. 
 
Asked if he would hesitate to take a $350 million player off the field for not hustling, Renteria said, “that’s a 
great question. And the answer will be everybody has to be comfortable with me making and taking an 
action like that. And when I do, I think we’ll be backed.’’ 
 
This and that 
 
Renteria said he talked to second baseman Yoan Moncada about playing third base and, citing flexibility, 
said that it will be looked at during spring training. Moncada, who took the initiative of getting extra 
postseason hitting work in at Arizona, is receptive to third base, Renteria said. 
 
† Class A Winston-Salem manager Omar Vizquel is being promoted to manage at Class AA Birmingham. 
 

 
White Sox add to rotation, trade for Pirates righty Ivan Nova  
By Daryl Van Schouwen / Chicago Sun-Times | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — While they were setting up a meeting with Manny Machado and staying in the hunt for 
Bryce Harper, the White Sox made a much less flashy — but necessary — acquisition by trading for right-
hander Ivan Nova on Tuesday. 
 
The Sox took some salary off the Pirates’ hands, gave up minor-league right-hander Yordi Rosario and 
international-signing bonus-pool money and filled an immediate need for their rotation. 



 
Nova, 31, who has one season left on a $26 million deal, is owed $9.1 million in 2019. He made 29 starts 
in 2018 and 31 starts in 2017 with ERAs of 4.19 and 4.14. The Pirates’ Opening Day starter in 2018, he 
gives the Sox a needed innings-eater to go with Carlos Rodon (age 26), Reynaldo Lopez (24) and Lucas 
Giolito (24) in an otherwise young rotation. 
 
“Ivan is a quality individual who provides a veteran presence to our starting rotation and has shown the 
ability to consistently throw strikes,” general manager Rick Hahn said. “We’re excited about what he brings 
to the organization on the field and in the clubhouse. 
 
“It doesn’t preclude us from continuing to add to the rotation if we find the right fit. But this was an important 
get in terms of helping to stabilize the rotation, fill up some innings and take some pressure off the young 
guys.” 
 
In nine seasons with the Yankees and Pirates, the 6-5, 250-pound Nova is 78-64 with a 4.26 ERA. Home 
runs have been a problem, with more than 1.4 allowed per nine innings since the start of 2017. But he has 
topped 160 innings the last three seasons, with an average of 1.75 walks per nine innings during that span, 
which ranks fifth in the majors behind Josh Tomlin (1.03), Clayton Kershaw (1.30), Mike Leake (1.66) and 
Bartolo Colon (1.66). 
 
Hahn called the trade a “necessity” and said he has room for another starter as he awaits the likely mid- or 
late-season arrival of Minor League Pitcher of the Year Dylan Cease in 2019 and top pitching prospect 
Michael Kopech, who is recovering from Tommy John surgery, in 2020. The Sox, who traded Omar Narvaez 
for reliever Alex Colome last week, are also looking to add more bullpen help and a catcher. 
 
Rosario, 19, sat well below the top level of Sox prospects but had posted nice numbers. He was 1-4 with a 
2.57 ERA and 70 strikeouts in 14 games (11 starts, 56 innings) last season between the Sox’ entries in the 
Dominican Summer League and Arizona Rookie League. 
 
The Sox continue to pursue bigger, more long-term targets in Machado and Harper, although neither one 
is expected to sign with a team during the winter meetings, which conclude Thursday. 
 
They met with Harper on Nov. 19, and Machado is said to have meetings lined up with the Phillies, Yankees, 
Sox and likely several other teams. Whereas Harper has met or is meeting with teams in his hometown of 
Las Vegas, Machado reportedly wants to meet in the pursuing teams’ cities. 
 
The Sox’ rebuild isn’t ready to produce a winner in 2019, but it could be by 2020, so there are no inhibitions 
about wasting a year of Machado or Harper production should they sign one to a long-term deal. In any 
event, they have other pressing needs to fill beyond Nova to field a team in 2019. 
 
“This isn’t the last one you’re going to see like this,’’ said Hahn, who isn’t ready to promote catching 
prospects Zack Collins and Seby Zavala and has been linked to Yasmani Grandal, James McCann and 
Martin Maldonado. “In keeping with the general theme of what we are trying to accomplish, yes, we remain 
very true to the long-term vision here. 
 
“If the opportunity arises to add a premium piece that fits for the long term, we are going to fully explore it 
and be as aggressive as we can be. In the interim, you are going to see moves that round out this roster 
and help make us better in the short term.’’ 
 

 
Are the White Sox really the favorites to sign Bryce Harper?  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 13, 2018 
 
When talking to reporters for nearly an hour Wednesday at the winter meetings in Las Vegas, agent Scott 
Boras was asked when his high-profile client, Bryce Harper, will be signing a free-agent contract. 
 



"We could be meetings away from a deal," Boras told reporters, "or we could be weeks away." 
 
Given his track record, Boras is likely to opt for the latter timeline to let a team like the Dodgers free up 
some payroll room, let a team like the Yankees and/or Cubs get back in the picture and let a team like the 
Phillies mull how much "stupid money" they really have for Harper. 
 
But either way, the White Sox still look to be in play for the 26-year-old Harper, a coveted slugger. 
 
One analyst, CBS Sports' Jim Bowden, went so far as to deem the Sox favorites in the Harper derby 
Wednesday, even though his prediction came across as more of a hunch. 
 
Bowden connected the dots and correctly identified the White Sox as a team with plenty of money to spend 
and plenty of top prospects in the pipeline. 
 
Boras said Harper is well aware of every interested team and their minor-league systems. 
 
"I've given Bryce exhaustive reviews of every organization," Boras said. "He's been very studied about 
each. I think when you're signing a long-term contract, you're looking at a franchise in the long term, not 
just the short term. I think Bryce is really open to the geography. 
 
"What he's really looking for is the ownership to make sure that he has every opportunity to achieve his 
goals to win a world championship." 
 
As for the White Sox being the favorites to land Harper, general manager Rick Hahn must have heard 
Bowden's comments before meetings with reporters later Wednesday. 
 
"I don't put too much stock in, 'The White Sox are the front-runners for this,' or, 'The White Sox are interested 
in that,' because a lot of the times it tends to be inaccurate," Hahn said. 
 
That's not to say the White Sox lack interest in Harper, who is expected to be seeking $300 million or more. 
 
"We've put ourselves in a position where we might be more viable this time around," Hahn said. "We've 
spent a lot of time over the last couple of years to put us in a position where we very reasonably or 
objectively have a bright future ahead of us." 
 
Harper broke in with the Nationals in 2012 at the age of 19. Over seven seasons with Washington, he 
batted .279/.388/.512 with 184 home runs and 521 RBI. 
 
The six-time all star was the National Leagues unanimous MVP in 2015 after slashing .330/.460/.649 with 
42 homers and 99 RBI. 
 

 
White Sox acquire Nova in trade with Pirates  
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald | December 11, 2018 
 
In 2020, the White Sox envision opening the season with a starting rotation that features Reynaldo Lopez, 
Carlos Rodon, Michael Kopech, Dylan Cease and Lucas Giolito or Dane Dunning. 
 
They still have to get through 2019, so it's been no secret the Sox are looking for a veteran starter or two 
while Kopech recovers from Tommy John surgery and Cease adds a final layer of polish in the minor 
leagues. 
 
At the winter meetings in Las Vegas Tuesday, the White Sox acquired starter Ivan Nova in a trade from the 
Pirates. 
 
In return, Pittsburgh gets minor-league pitcher Yordi Rosario and international signing bonus pool money. 



 
"Ivan is a quality individual who provides a veteran presence to our starting rotation and has shown the 
ability to consistently throw strikes," Sox general manager Rick Hahn said in a statement. "We're excited 
with what he brings to the organization, both on the field and in the clubhouse." 
 
Last season, the 31-year-old Nova was 9-9 with a 4.19 ERA for the Pirates. The right-hander had 114 
strikeouts and only 35 walks over 161 innings, but he allowed 26 home runs. 
 
In nine seasons with the Pirates and Yankees, Nova is 78-64 with a 4.26 ERA. 
 
Over the last three years, Nova has pitched at least 160 innings and his average of 1.75 walks per 9 innings 
ranks fifth in baseball behind Josh Tomlin (1.03), Clayton Kershaw (1.30), Mike Leake (1.66) and Bartolo 
Colón (1.66). 
 
Nova is owed $8.5 million next season on the final year of his contract. 
 
Rosario, a 19-year-old righty, was a combined 1-4 with a 2.57 ERA in 14 games (11 starts) with the White 
Sox's Dominican Summer League and Arizona Rookie League teams last season. 
 

 
Is the White Sox’s pursuit of Bryce Harper real? It feels real, doesn’t it?  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 12, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — It’s been three straight days of hearing the same damn thing. 
 
Whether you’re meandering across the winding and impossibly dispersed collection of bars and blackjack 
tables at the Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino or hanging out the Delano Las Vegas hotel bar — a prime 
location for intercepting executives in very comfortable-looking quarter-zip jackets with team logos — the 
sentiment is the same. 
 
The White Sox’s interest in the biggest fish of them all, Bryce Harper, is very real. 
 
On Monday, it was informative to hear it. On Tuesday, it was reaffirming. On Wednesday, it’s maybe fair to 
start wondering what all this enthusiasm is actually going to produce. 
 
Just before noon, standing on top of box in front of an enormous and gaudily decorated Christmas tree, 
addressing a media scrum tightly compacted by a collection of severe-looking security staffers repeatedly 
barking of the vital importance of keeping the Mandalay Bay hallways clear, Scott Boras addressed the 
pursuit of his top client with a careful avoidance of specifics. He made it clear that every interested team 
has already been met with and made their intentions known, but that weeks of meetings could still be ahead. 
If you’re inclined to let them, his rollout of priorities for Harper when seeking a match could line up quite 
well with the White Sox sales pitch of a bright, prospect-laden future. 
 
“I think the effectiveness of ownership in meetings is one where they come and they talk about histories 
and they talk about their ability to create a winning modality that is consistent with a club may do over a 10-
15 year period,” Boras said. “If they can establish that and listen to it, I think when you’re signing long-term 
contracts, you’re looking at basically a franchise in the long-term, not just the short term.” 
 
Asked whether something like a strong farm system would be a selling point — perhaps as a 
counterbalance to if the major league club just sustained 100 losses — Boras said that Harper has been 
studious in his assessment of the strength of all the organizations pursuing him. Should at any point Harper 
or his representation reach out to The Athletic for more details on the best 96 or so prospects in the White 
Sox organization, we will communicate that to you, our loyal subscribers. 
 
Tying a player like Harper to the timeline of the Sox rebuild involves a long-term commitment, even if his 
addition would certainly speed things up. But a 26-year-old like Harper, or Manny Machado, would have as 



much of a financial reason as anyone to be interested in the recent trend of contract opt-outs that allow 
them to pursue another mega-contract in the middle of their prime. Hahn mostly wanted to avoid getting 
that specific about what’s being negotiated, but it doesn’t need to be said that a franchise-level player 
leaving after two or three years, when the likes of Eloy Jiménez, Michael Kopech, Dylan Cease, Nick 
Madrigal and Luis Robert would be hitting their big league stride, is not ideal. 
 
“That’s a consideration on both sides,” Hahn said. “Obviously if we got to a point where a player wanted to 
make a commitment to us for a long term, you would hope we would be able to have them through the bulk 
of the good times that are ahead. At the same time the market may provide them with more flexibility in 
terms of the ability to potentially opt out of something. If we get to the point of announcing a deal, that will 
be the time to explain where certain triggers are and why and how they coincide with what we’re looking at 
long-term.” 
 
The White Sox have other free agent pursuits for this offseason, they have the salary room to take on 
money in trades, they have three million outfield prospects, so Harper isn’t an essential element to ever be 
competitive. If they don’t land a franchise-altering position player this offseason — especially due to the 
reasonable stumbling block of an opt-out making them a poor fit for the rebuilding timeline — two months 
from now the Sox will still be a club with a strong-at-the-top farm system, a lot of money to spend and better 
years ahead. 
 
But as much as the White Sox cite previous efforts at the top of the market in their history, this is the type 
of move that would clearly communicate a level of seriousness to this rebuild, in a way that repeatedly 
stating a goal of multiple championships for a franchise that has never achieve consecutive playoff 
appearances cannot quite do on its own. 
 
Has Hahn ever taken part in a free-agent pursuit of this magnitude? Do Adam Dunn and José Abreu count? 
 
“No, because you have to take the economic factors into it,” Hahn said. “Our pursuit of Luis Robert had 
some similarities to some of the things we’ve been doing this offseason. I’ve been here a long time now, 
this is my 19th year, and we’ve been part of pursuing top-of-the-market players before in the past. It wasn’t 
always public, it wasn’t always as well known, we’re in a little bit of a different age now. But it’s been part 
of the DNA, when there’s been an opportunity for us to make an impact, we try to do everything in our 
power to make it happen. We happened to have, over the last couple years, put ourselves in a position, on 
purpose, where we might be a little bit more viable this time.” 
 
Harper doesn’t guarantee multiple World Series championships. He doesn’t even guarantee a .500 record 
in 2019. But landing him would match two years of rhetoric that this is a White Sox effort to compete that 
will not be undone by lack of resources or preparation of depth like the others. It would match three days 
of chatter in an otherwise dull — apologies to Iván Nova — winter meetings, and it would match the tone 
of Hahn, who is taking no validation from just being a contender and drawing some positive responses from 
their offseason targets. 
 
“The only thing that’s going to validate it is a parade at the end,” Hahn said. “That’s what it comes down to. 
It makes you feel good about some of the hard times of the past couple years perhaps that it’s been worth 
it to an extent. But in the end it’s going to come down to rings. If this doesn’t ultimately land us in a position 
to win multiple championships, then in my view it would not have worked.” 
 

 
How Harold Baines’ induction could impact current and future Hall candidates  
By Cliff Corcoran / The Athletic | December 12, 2018 
 
Harold Baines and Lee Smith were elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame by the 16-member Today’s 
Game Committee, per an announcement made on Sunday. Smith’s selection is of a piece with those of last 
year’s Modern Era Committee inductees, Alan Trammell and Jack Morris. All three received significant, but 
ultimately insufficient, support on the Baseball Writers’ Association of America ballot, topping out at 50.6 



percent, 40.9 percent, and 67.7 percent of the writers’ vote, respectively, before exhausting their 15 years 
of eligibility, all doing so within the last five years. 
 
Baines’ election, however, was completely unexpected. Not only did Baines spend just five years on the 
writers’ ballot, maxing out at a mere 6.1 percent of the vote before falling below the five percent minimum 
required to remain on the ballot in 2011, but in the eight years since, there has been little to no argument 
that the writers got it wrong. 
 
A poor showing on the writers’ ballot, alone, isn’t proof that a player is undeserving of the Hall of Fame. 
Just prior to Trammell’s induction in July, I argued that his long-time double-play partner, Lou Whitaker, 
who fell off the writers’ ballot immediately after receiving just 2.9 percent of the writers’ vote in his first year 
of eligibility in 2001, deserves induction. Since the institution of the five-percent rule in 1979, other one-
and-done players have included Jim Wynn (no votes!), Bobby Grich (2.6 percent), Ted Simmons (3.7), 
Willie Randolph (1.1), David Cone (3.9 percent), Kevin Brown (2.1), Kenny Lofton (3.2), Jim Edmonds (2.5), 
and Johan Santana (2.4), all of whom are closer to borderline cases than those results suggest. 
 
Still, Baines’ lack of support from the writers is notable because, unlike with those other one-and-done 
players, it seemed to reflect the consensus opinion on Baines on both sides of the analytical divide. Indeed, 
because seniority is a key component in the eligibility to vote for the Hall of Fame as a member of the 
BBWAA (writers don’t get a Hall vote until they have been in the Association for 10 years), the electorate 
still skews toward old-school thinking. As a result, when there are ideological disagreements about 
candidates, the players favored by proponents of advanced analysis, such as those mentioned above, are 
the ones more likely to fall off the ballot, while the likes of Jack Morris and Omar Vizquel endure. 
 
Baines was a good player for a long time, compiled an impressive 2,866 hits, and is widely regarded as 
one of the true good guys in the game, but there is no sound statistical argument for his induction. Thus, 
when he failed to earn more than 33 votes on any of his five ballots, it felt like the final word on his candidacy. 
 
That proved not to be the case in large part, it seems, because of Baines’ personal relationships with several 
members of the committee that elected him, particularly White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf and Baines’ first 
major-league manager, Hall of Famer Tony La Russa. When Reinsdorf bought the White Sox in January 
1981, Baines was a soft-spoken 21-year-old right fielder entering his sophomore season. The top overall 
pick in the 1977 amateur draft, Baines hadn’t impressed much as a rookie in 1980, but on Reinsdorf and 
La Russa’s watch, he matured into a quality hitter, helping the Sox to their first postseason appearance in 
24 years in 1983, and making the All-Star team four times in five years from 1985-89. 
 
Along the way, Reinsdorf grew extremely fond of Baines. So much so that, when the team traded Baines 
to Texas at the 1989 non-waiver deadline in a blockbuster deal that netted prospects Sammy Sosa and 
Wilson Álvarez along with veteran infielder Scott Fletcher, Reinsdorf hastily arranged the retiring of the 30-
year-old Baines’ No. 3. According to a contemporary report by the Chicago Tribune, “The decision to retire 
Baines’ number now met with considerable opposition within the White Sox front office — but Reinsdorf 
wanted it this way. ‘I find that there’s a big void in my life with Harold gone,’ he said. ‘This kind of helps ease 
the pain.’” 
 
Reinsdorf spoke with similar emotion about Baines’ election to the Hall of Fame at the Winter Meetings on 
Monday, noting that, after pumping his fist when the vote was announced, he looked over at La Russa, who 
managed Baines with the White Sox from 1980-86 and the A’s from 1990-92. “I thought he was going to 
cry,” said Reinsdorf. 
 
Baines returned to White Sox twice as a player, from 1996-97 and for his swan song in 2000 and ’01, and 
has been a part of the Sox’ major-league coaching staff for 12 of the last 15 seasons. Reinsdorf erected a 
statue of Baines at the White Sox’ ballpark in 2008. Baines also had three stints with the Baltimore Orioles 
(1993-95, 1997-99 and, after a detour through Cleveland, the first two-thirds of 2000). The general manager 
who acquired him for the second of those three stints was Pat Gillick. The Orioles’ second baseman at that 
time was Roberto Alomar. Both were also on the Today’s Game Committee that elected Baines. The Orioles 



inducted Baines into their Hall of Fame in 2008. Baltimore’s president of baseball operations at that time 
was Andy MacPhail, yet another member of the committee. 
 
Even assuming Gillick, Alomar and MacPhail shared Reinsdorf and La Russa’s enthusiasm for Baines, his 
induction still required them to convince seven other members of the committee — which also included Hall 
of Famers Bert Blyleven, Greg Maddux, Joe Morgan, John Schuerholz, Ozzie Smith, and Joe Torre, team 
executives Al Avila and Paul Beeston, Elias’ Steve Hirdt, ESPN’s Tim Kurkjian, and last year’s J.G. Taylor 
Spink Award winner, Claire Smith. Still, the history of these small Veterans Committees has shown us that 
it helps to have friends in the room, which Baines clearly did. 
 
The most notorious precedent for this kind of committee cronyism was the Veterans Committees dominated 
by Hall of Famers Frankie Frisch (1967-1973) and Bill Terry (1971-76). Over a 10-year span, those 
committees elected many of the least qualified players in the Hall of Fame, most of them former teammates 
of either Frisch, Terry, or both. Baines, sadly, now ranks among them. 
 
The most popular, and effective, summation of the Hall of Fame’s standards is Jay Jaffe’s JAWS, which 
uses Baseball-Reference’s wins above replacement (bWAR) to compare the average of a player’s career 
and peak values (the latter defined as his best seven seasons, per bWAR) to that of the average Hall of 
Famer at that player’s primary position. Using that standard, I have compiled the following list of the 10 
least-qualified Hall of Famers inducted as players, ranking them according to their individual JAWS scores 
as a percentage of the standard at their position. 
 
Player    Pos Inducted Career Peak JAWS Standard Pct. 
Tommy McCarthy  RF 1946  16.2 18.9 17.6 57.8  30.4% 
Lloyd Waner   CF 1967  24.1 20.3 22.2 57.9  38.3% 
Jesse Haines   SP 1970  32.5 22.0 27.2 61.8  44.0% 
George “High Pockets” Kelly 1B 1973  25.3 24.0 24.6 54.7  45.0% 
Freddie Lindstrom  3B 1976  28.4 26.3 27.3 55.7  49.0% 
Rube Marquard   SP 1971  32.1 29.6 30.9 61.8  50.0% 
Harold Baines   RF 2019  38.7 21.4 30.1 57.8  52.1% 
Chick Hafey   LF 1971  30.1 27.1 28.6 53.5  53.5% 
Ross Youngs   RF 1972  32.2 30.3 31.3 57.8  54.2% 
Bill Mazeroski   2B 2001  36.5 26.0 31.2 57.0  54.7% 
 
Every player on that list was a committee selection, seven of them selected under Frisch or Terry, and five 
of them — Haines, Kelly, Lindstrom, Hafey, and Youngs — former teammates of either Frisch or Terry. 
Baines fits snuggly in the middle of that regrettable group, with the second-lowest peak score, having 
compiled barely more than half of the JAWS score of the average Hall of Fame right fielder (there is no 
established standard for designated hitters, but Baines did play 1,042 games in right). 
 
Baines’ election to the Hall of Fame thus contains a painful irony, in that it arguably diminishes his legacy. 
Outside of the Hall of Fame, Baines was a hidden gem, a beloved member of two organizations, who 
compiled 2,866 hits over a 22-year career, set numerous records as a designated hitter after knee problems 
forced him out of the outfield after his age-27 season, hit .324/.378/.510 in 113 plate appearances across 
six postseasons, hit .297/.380/.476 (130 OPS+) from his age-30 through -40 seasons, and went 19 
consecutive seasons from the age of 22 to 40 without posting a single-season OPS+ below 108. Mix in the 
iconography of his first stint with the White Sox — those blue-and-red uniforms, his neatly trimmed beard, 
his quirky leg kick and his habit of wearing his cap under his batting helmet — and the high regard in which 
he is held by those who know him personally, and, with the honors he had already received from the White 
Sox and Orioles, Baines’ legacy was secure. 
 
All of that remains a part of Baines’ legacy in the game, but it will all now be overshadowed by his standing 
as one of the least qualified members of the Hall of Fame. Rather than being celebrated for what he 
accomplished during his career, he will more often be derided for an honor bestowed upon him by others 
nearly two decades after his career ended. Because Reinsdorf and La Russa love him perhaps a bit too 



much, the prevailing tone with which Baines is discussed has suddenly shifted from “Oh yeah, Harold 
Baines!” to “Ugh, Harold Baines.” That is unfair. This is not Baines’ fault. 
 
The concern now is whether Baines’ induction will open the floodgates for the large swath of players whose 
qualifications for the Hall fall between his and the established standard. Among right-fielders, alone, there 
are 40 players who compiled a higher JAWS score than Baines who have been retired long enough to be 
Hall-eligible but have not been inducted. If Baines is in, why not Rusty Staub, or Roger Maris, or Kirk Gibson, 
or Paul O’Neill, or Bob Allison, or Tommy Henrich, or Gavvy Cravath, or Carl Furillo, or David Justice, or 
Tim Salmon, or Jesse Barfield, or Ken Singleton, or Felipe Alou, or Darryl Strawberry, or Rocky Colavito, 
or Jack Clark, or Brian Giles, or Bobby Bonds, or Johnny Callison, or J.D. Drew? All have higher JAWS 
scores than Baines, as do several active players still in their twenties, including Giancarlo Stanton, Jason 
Heyward and Mookie Betts. 
 
The sheer number of players who fit that description is a large part of why I don’t expect it to happen. After 
all, the Frisch-Terry selections didn’t lead to a slew of comparable inductions over the last 40 years. Those 
players remain in the bottom 10 because it was widely recognized, at least outside of the room in which the 
committee met, that they were poor choices. I expect the same will be the case here, as the shock that 
greeted Baines’ election spoke to that awareness. 
 
Nor do I expect Baines’ selection to be an inflection point for the candidacies of players who spent the bulk 
of their careers as designated hitters. Baines might be the first Hall of Famer primarily associated with the 
position, but he was a designated hitter in 58 percent of his career games. Frank Thomas, who sailed in on 
the first ballot in 2014, was a DH in 56 percent of his career games. Ten years before the Big Hurt, Paul 
Molitor got in on the first ballot despite having been a DH in 44 percent of his games. What’s more, Edgar 
Martínez, who was a DH in 68 percent of his games, was on his way to a final-year induction well before 
the news of Baines’ induction and was doing very well among the many writers who already cast their 
ballots before Monday’s announcement. 
 
If 2019 does prove to be an inflection point for designated hitters, it will be because of Martínez, not Baines, 
but even that may not be terribly meaningful because there is only one player such an inflection is likely to 
benefit in the near future, and that’s David Ortiz. Since the creation of the DH in 1973, only nine players 
have played at least 1,000 games at the position. Come July, four of them should be in the Hall of Fame 
(Molitor, Thomas, Baines and Martínez). Ortiz is the only one of the remaining five (all of whom are retired) 
with a higher career bWAR than Baines. To cite Baines’ induction as the inflection, you’d have to see the 
likes of Nelson Cruz and Edwin Encarnación inducted, but that would have as much to do with Baines’ 
overall career value than the amount of time he spent at DH, and seems extremely unlikely. 
 
Far more impactful on future elections than Baines’ induction could be Smith’s. The Hall of Fame standard 
for relief pitchers is far less clear than the standard for Hall of Fame designated hitters, whose offensive 
numbers can be compared directly to those of inductees at other positions. Prior to 2017, there were just 
five relievers in the Hall of Fame: Hoyt Wilhelm, Rollie Fingers, Goose Gossage, Bruce Sutter and Dennis 
Eckersley. Of those four, Sutter was a deeply questionable choice, and Eckersley spent a half of his career 
as an above-average starter, compiling a 111 ERA+ and 151 wins in 12 seasons. 
 
With the election of Trevor Hoffman last year, and Smith and slam-dunk first-ballot candidate Mariano 
Rivera this year, that total will have increased by 60 percent in just two years. The greatest relief pitcher in 
the game’s history, Rivera is so good as to be almost irrelevant here, but Hoffman and Smith may be two 
of the most important inductees in establishing just what a Hall of Fame relief-pitching career looks like. 
Both pitched for 18 years and racked up record saves totals with tremendous consistency. Smith saved 25 
or more games 13 years in a row, setting the career record at 478, making seven All-Star games and 
posting 132 career ERA+. Hoffman saved 30 or more games 14 times in a 15-year span (shoulder surgery 
interrupted his streak in 2003), setting the career record at 601, making seven All-Star games and posting 
141 career ERA+. 
 
That’s an extremely high standard — Rivera is the only other pitcher who can boast similar 
accomplishments — but it is also one overly concerned with saves, a statistic that is more indicative of 



durability and opportunity than of elite performance. It gives Craig Kimbrel, Kenley Jansen and Aroldis 
Chapman something to shoot for, but it also sets the bar above the heads of every other retired reliever. 
That could be a good thing — “Hall of Fame reliever” still strikes me as a contradiction in terms — yet, as 
relief roles and bullpen usage continue to evolve, it could be not only a very high standard, but one that is 
needlessly narrow. 
 
What will be most telling is how, if at all, Smith’s induction benefits Billy Wagner. Wagner, who has yet to 
top 11.1 percent in three years on the writers’ ballot, but was arguably superior to both Hoffman and Lee. 
He only had nine 30-save seasons, but he had 12 seasons of 20 or more, was a seven-time All-Star, is one 
of just six pitchers to surpass 400 saves (three of whom will be in the Hall by July), and had a career ERA+ 
of 187. We might not see a change in Wagner’s fortunes until next year’s ballot (if Wagner even survives 
this year’s voting), but it will be something to watch and the clearest indication of the impact Smith’s 
induction could have on future candidates. 
 
The most significant aspect of the Today’s Game Committee results, however, is the sudden surge of 
inductions from the Eras Committees. The committees have now inducted four living players in the last two 
years. The last living player inducted by a Veterans Committee prior to 2017 was Bill Mazeroski in 2001. 
To find the last four, you have to go back more than 20 years, adding Orlando Cepeda in 1999, Larry Doby 
in 1998 and Jim Bunning in 1996. There’s an argument to be made that those previous committees were 
too stingy. The election of a deserving Ron Santo 37 years after his retirement and one year after his death 
lingers as cruel evidence of that fact. Still, the Hall may have overcorrected. 
 
Because of the size and philosophical diversity of their electorate, and the solitary nature of their voting 
process, I trust the writers to maintain their high standards, particularly as more stat-savvy writers mature 
into the electorate. (Full disclosure: I am a member of the BBWAA, but still several years shy of a Hall of 
Fame vote.) The Eras Committees, however, are now threatening to devolve into a Frisch-era 
embarrassment. The Modern Baseball Committee, which inducted Trammell and Morris last year, will 
convene again next year. The Today’s Game Committee will return in 2021. Given their recent pattern, that 
could be very good news for the likes of Larry Walker — who has been making significant gains the last 
few years but is in his penultimate year on the writers’ ballot and will likely run out of time — and Fred 
McGriff — who will likely fall short this year in his final year on the ballot but could benefit from a committee 
that includes past associates such as Maddux, Schuerholz, Beeston, Gillick and MacPhail. 
 
In an appearance on the Replacement Level Podcast last December, The Athletic’s Jayson Stark, who was 
on last year’s Modern Baseball Committee and will be a deserving Hall honoree himself in 2019, gave an 
enlightening explanation of how the composition of the committee can affect even supposedly neutral 
members. Because each of the 16 members is allowed to vote for just four candidates, and 12 votes are 
required for induction, he found himself weighing heavily the likelihood of his vote matching that of others 
on the committee in order to maximize the chances of sending a deserving candidate, even if not 
necessarily the most deserving, to Cooperstown. 
 
“I can’t speak for how everyone voted, but I did get the sense that there were a lot of people in the room 
like me. They were trying to read the room,” Stark said. “You know, I went in there with the names of people 
I was virtually certain I was going to vote for, but then the dynamic in the room was such that, again, that 
weight of making every vote count had an impact on how I filled out my ballot. When you get to that last 
name, you’re thinking to yourself, ‘alright, who do I think has a real chance here?’ Even if I think Player X 
is more deserving, I also believe Player Y is a Hall of Famer, and so many people in the room seem to think 
that, I’m going to vote for Player Y instead of Player X. I tried to think it through that way. I think others did, 
too.” 
 
Stark suggested the possibility of having a second vote informed by the results of the first as a method of 
getting a more accurate representation of each member’s true top four in the initial vote. He also echoed 
the sentiments of many members of the BBWAA by stating that the 75 percent requirement for both the 
writers and committee ballots is high enough that the limits on the number of candidates each member can 
vote for are unnecessary. 
 



Such adjustments to the process could be the most significant fallout of Baines’ election, though it may take 
another similarly questionable selection for any adjustments to be made. From my perspective, Trammell 
and Walker are deserving, Smith and McGriff are acceptable, and Morris came close enough on the writers’ 
ballot that one can’t accuse the committee of overreach, even if his was a problematic selection. The 
election of Baines, however, is cause for real concern, as he deserves neither the honor, nor our scorn for 
his having received it, but will now be the recipient of both. Here’s hoping the committees can avoid putting 
other, similarly accomplished players, in that position. 
 

 
Assessing the White Sox’s offseason shopping list after the Iván Nova trade  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — It wasn’t the sexiest move of the day, let alone the offseason to date, but the White Sox’s 
trade for Iván Nova did check a significant item off their offseason to-do list. They won’t be drawing any 
comparisons with their pitching styles anytime soon, but Nova will fill the innings that were opened up when 
Michael Kopech went down for the entire 2019 season. 
 
General manager Rick Hahn indicated the White Sox are still in the market for more rotation depth. But he 
also said they could enter camp with Manny Bañuelos, Dylan Covey, Jordan Stephens and some 
“reclamation project” non-roster invites competing for the fifth rotation slot and not feel too bad about it in a 
rebuilding year. 
 
“If this is how we go to camp, we’ll be all right with that,” Hahn said. “At the same time, we’re going to 
continue to talk to a few starters out there and see how that market unfolds.” 
 
Trading Omar Narváez at the end of November after Kevan Smith was claimed off waivers by the Angels 
created a sudden shortage of catching at the major-league level, and Hahn made it clearer than ever 
Tuesday that the Sox plan to make an acquisition, rather than break camp with Seby Zavala or Zack Collins. 
The most likely solution is a shorter-term backup, but Hahn said they will explore all levels, and The 
Athletic‘s Ken Rosenthal reports that they are looking at Yasmani Grandal, Martín Maldonado and James 
McCann, which run the gamut of potential solutions to the roster hole. 
 
The 30-year-old Grandal is the most eye-opening pursuit, because it would cost the White Sox a draft pick, 
although only a third-round pick and additional half million in international bonus room space if they also 
secure their ultimate target of Bryce Harper (which would cost them their second-round pick), and also 
because it would require a long-term deal and seemingly block the prospect duo of Zavala and Collins. As 
I wrote after the Narváez trade, in the modern MLB, where hardly anyone starts more than 110 games 
behind the plate, two-catcher pairings are the norm, and Grandal’s plus hitting and framing would take 
pressure off Zavala and Collins to both develop into starters. Both prospects have stated their willingness 
to mix in at first base or designated hitter to take part in a timeshare, and having too many viable catchers 
is not the worst crisis in the world. 
 
“Versatility’s good,” Hahn said. “Zack Collins has the kind of bat, or is developing into the kind of bat that 
you’re going to want to have in the lineup. And if you feel that you can have a more productive, 500-plate-
appearance season out of a guy like Zack because you get him out from behind the plate from time to time, 
whether it’s by using the DH spot or at first base, that could give us some more weapons. It’s more 
versatility, and it’s something we intend to explore here in the coming months with both he and Seby.” 
 
Maldonado is 32 years old and a career 72 wRC+ hitter, and as such does not square with what the White 
Sox typically target in a catcher, but is a commendable framer and defender who would be fine as the No. 
9 hitter on a good offense. He worked fine for the Astros down the stretch last season and would not impede 
Collins or Zavala long-term. McCann, 28, who was non-tendered by the Tigers after a career-worst 
offensive season and is not well regarded as a framer, would be strictly a short-term backup. Pursuing a 
long-term option like Grandal would only really provide a disquieting statement on Welington Castillo, who 
is the presumptive starter at this point, but after a lost 2018 has to prove himself worthy of having his $8 
million option picked up for what could theoretically be a contending season in 2020. 



 
Hahn has made several references to wanting to add more veteran talent to the bullpen beyond Alex 
Colomé, but Rosenthal reports they are eyeing more of a seventh-inning type at this point rather than a top-
of-the-market closer to join a rebuilding club, such as Joe Kelly and Kelvin Herrera. Hahn said on Tuesday 
that the Sox might need to wait for the relief market to settle before finding a fit that matches their ambitions. 
 
“If we’re going to add, we’d like to add from the top,” Hahn said. “But we have to see what the acquisition 
cost is on that. Relievers are so volatile that maybe a market you let unfold a little bit longer, especially if 
you’re not liking what you’re hearing from a price standpoint because there’s going to be some options that 
are available that are going to have similar upside, coming off an inferior season, for whatever reason, 
which depresses their market.” 
 
Obviously the main targets that will define this offseason are still Harper and Manny Machado, the former 
of which would quickly eliminate Hahn’s previously stated need for outfield depth. Rival league executives 
at the winter meetings believe the Sox’s intentions to spend as much as necessary to win the bidding are 
legitimate, but the biggest deal in franchise history by a mile is still hard to envision until it happens. If it 
does, it will not be because the White Sox will feel any pressure to soften the perception of Rick Renteria 
as a no-nonsense manager to accommodate a superstar. Asked if he would hesitate to pull a player with a 
theoretical $350 million contract if they weren’t providing the effort he wanted, Renteria didn’t waver. 
 
“I think the answer will be everybody has to be comfortable with me making and taking an action like that,” 
Renteria said. “And when I do I think we’ll be backed.” 
 

 
Why adding innings-eater Iván Nova makes sense for the White Sox  
By James Fegan / The Athletic | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS — Bryce Harper is cool and all, and the possible opening of a contention window in 2020 with 
a rotation headlined by Michael Kopech and Dylan Cease is fairly compelling as well, but in the meantime, 
the White Sox have a lot of innings they will need to pitch in 2019. 
 
They came to Las Vegas in 2019 with two rows of question marks in their starting rotation behind Carlos 
Rodón, Reynaldo López and Lucas Giolito, and given the up and down nature of the 2018 seasons each 
of those three had, it would be nice if the additions were marked by some stability. 
 
Enter 31-year-old right-hander Iván Nova, who The Athletic‘s Ken Rosenthal and Robert Murray first 
reported was traded to the White Sox from the Pirates, with one year left on his contract and $9.17 million 
owed to him. Since 2016, when he was dealt from the Yankees to Pittsburgh midway through the year, 
Nova has put together three seasons (510 innings, 4.16 ERA, 17.3 percent strikeout rate, 4.6 percent walk 
rate) that look a lot alike with some pretty distinct trends. Nova throws a ton of strikes, which should be a 
nice relief for a rotation that led all of baseball in walk rate last season, and in return he winds up not missing 
many bats and ranking near the league leaders in home runs allowed. His star has fallen a bit from his 
Yankees days when the White Sox viewed him more highly and discussed him in trade talks years earlier, 
but his pitching style still carries a certain appeal to a front office looking to see more refinement from its 
young pitching staff. 
 
“Attack hitters and show sometimes you have to let the guys behind you do the work instead of trying to do 
it all yourself,” said Rick Hahn of Nova’s pitching style. “Strikeouts are fascist I’ve heard, ground balls are 
more democratic. So we’ll see. It could possibly have that (mentoring) impact.” 
 
Like pretty much any Pirates hurler these days, Nova has leaned very heavily on fastballs (more than two-
thirds of his pitch mix per FanGraphs), with an accompanying curveball and changeup. The Athletic‘s Rob 
Biertempfel reported Nova mulled re-introducing his slider before the start of last season, and it will be 
worth watching if any tweaks to his pitch mix under Don Cooper unlock a bit more bat-missing, which would 
offer the chance to recoup some value in a trade down the road when the White Sox are making room in 
the rotation for Dylan Cease. Maybe. 



 
Iván Nova posted a 4.19 ERA in 29 starts with the Pirates last season. (Jeff Curry/USA TODAY Sports) 
But the root cause for this trade is to stabilize a 2019 roster that is probably not about to post a 25-win 
improvement overnight, and given that’s not an important part of the long-term vision, it’s vital that the 
prospect return remain light for this deal to make sense for the Sox. Part of the benefit of the payroll flexibility 
Rick Hahn keeps touting is being able to reduce the return in trades for veterans by absorbing the full salary 
— a la the Joakim Soria trade — and the White Sox certainly did not chip away a significant piece of their 
future on Tuesday, sending over 19-year-old right-hander Yordi Rosario and international bonus pool 
money. 
 
“There’s really two elements you bring to these things,” Hahn said. “It’s either the prospect cost that you’re 
willing to give up or the amount of salary you’re willing to absorb. Not too disimilar from a year ago when 
we did the three-way trade to pick up Soria and Luis Avilán, a lot of what we brought to the table in this 
trade was the economic flexibility and taking the contract in its entirety. Had we asked for some economic 
relief there, the prospect cost would’ve been higher than what it was.” 
 
Capped from signing international prospects for bonuses greater than $300,000 until July due to the Luis 
Robert signing, the White Sox have been liberally trading away pool space for the past two years, and view 
the trade flexibility it’s offered them as a secret unexpected benefit of the Robert deal. The one-sentence 
summary on Rosario is that he’s a 19-year-old pitcher who just made it to the AZL at the end of last year 
and was not a highly touted amateur signing, so he’s an acceptable loss given how far away he is and how 
difficult it is to project him making the majors, let alone having an impact. 
 
Rosario had an impressive 2018 in his own right (2.57 ERA with 70 strikeouts and 12 walks in 56 innings), 
and that he made his way to the AZL at 19 is noteworthy. I had a league scout reach out to me a few weeks 
back to say that if I was going to do something as ridiculous as discuss 96 different White Sox prospects, 
Rosario should have been one of them. This is not Fernando Tatis Jr. all over again, not by a long shot, but 
it’s possible you’ll hear Rosario’s name again. It just won’t be for a while, and by the time you do, there will 
be more pressing things like Kopech and Eloy Jiménez’s arbitration figures to worry about. 
 
This was a move, or at least a type of move, the White Sox needed to make this offseason — and will 
probably need to make again to fill out their rotation — and as such probably can’t be read into as some 
slight extra indication that they’re building a competitive roster because they’re serious about landing Bryce 
Harper or Manny Machado. They’ve given enough other indicators of their seriousness on that front 
anyway, and Nova’s combination of a positive clubhouse reputation and relatively consistent health would 
have fit well in the previous two, less exciting years of the rebuild as well. It’s just that James Shields was 
the one doing it before, but the trade for Nova will probably be remembered more fondly. 
 

 
Hahn On Sox: ‘We are allowed to have nice things’ 
The White Sox are continuing their pursuit of Bryce Harper and Manny Machado  
By Bruce Levine / 670 The Score | December 11, 2018 
 
LAS VEGAS (670 The Score) -- After two years of leading outmanned White Sox teams amid the early 
stages of a rebuild, manager Rick Renteria considers the team's pursuit of elite free agents Bryce Harper 
and Manny Machado to be music to his ears and those of the fans waiting for the organization to make a 
big splash. 
 
"It would be foolish for us to think our fan base would not be disappointed (if we miss on the signings)," 
Renteria said. "We certainly hope they appreciate the talent we have in this system and how they are 
evolving. It certainly would give us a boost in the arm to be able to acquire a player or players of significant 
talent. Regardless of what happens, they should know we are trying to put a good product on the field." 
 
Renteria is proud of the work the White Sox have put in and enthused by the outlook ahead. He also knows 
adding a key pieces in free agency who have a winning background can be an important part of taking a 
rebuild to the next level and accomplishing the ultimate goal.  



 
"Some of the guys who have been on winning clubs and a part of that their whole life, they have a feel and 
determination plus a certain edge to that certain type of player," Renteria said of creating a winning culture. 
"Can you learn that? Absolutely. That edge to win and learn how to complete can be accomplished. When 
you lose a lot, you need to reaffirm that you are a winner. There are players from the outside that have 
been a part of winning clubs. There is a certain edge that comes with that, a certain respect that comes 
with that as well." 
 
With the knowledge that Machado has been less than a Charlie Hustle-type player in the past, Renteria 
was asked if he could bench a $300-million player if he refused to go hard. In his White Sox tenure, Renteria 
has displayed no fear of benching players who didn't hustle -- but he's also directed a young, unproven 
team. 
 
"I have made it clear to the players: I am a no-nonsense type guy," Renteria said. "My job is not to embarrass 
players and make them feel that they are not carrying their weight. My job is to show them there is a certain 
way to play as White Sox. The players know that we have a certain way we want to play. If guys are 
contemplating becoming a White Sox, they should know we go about it a certain way. We look forward to 
a player dealing with players (instead of getting instruction from coaches). Ultimately, they will be able to 
police themselves. Everybody has to be comfortable with me taking an action like that (benching a guy for 
not hustling). When I do, I believe we will be backed." 
 
General manager Rick Hahn is confident the White Sox can be true competitors in free agency, even as 
other teams may typically have bigger payroll budgets. 
 
"We deserve a seat at the table," Hahn said. "We are allowed to have nice things. Part of the reason we 
did this (rebuild) was to put us in this position of going out and getting nice things long term from the prospect 
and trade or free-agent market. That said, we don't want to create an unrealistic view of what we are trying 
to do this offseason. We made no secret there are a couple of intriguing long-term fits out there. We said 
we will do the best we can to see if that possibility can line up for the long term." 
 

 
Comcast could easily write check for Bryce Harper’s White Sox contract  
By Mike Ozanian / Forbes | December 13, 2018 
 
The latest Major League Baseball news involving Bryce Harper is that the Chicago White Sox are the 
among the front-runners to land the free agent. 
 
This could happen despite the fact that Harper's agent, Scott Boras, thinks he can get $400 million over 10 
years for the outfielder and the White Sox have historically not been among baseball's top teams for payroll. 
 
The White Sox were also in the bottom half of MLB in revenue in 2017, behind other contenders for Harper 
like the Washington Nationals, Chicago Cubs, Philadelphia Phillies and, of course, the New York Yankees, 
whose GM recently said the Bronx Bombers are not interested in Harper. 
 
The White Sox cable deal with NBC Sports Chicago expires after the 2019 season. That agreement 
averaged about $55 million in rights fees for the team. The rights fee could double in the next deal. The 
money could even be greater if the 55 games or so that are broadcast on WGN, whose deal with the White 
Sox also expires after 2019, are consumed by NBC Sports. 
 
White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf owns about 25% of the regional sports network and Comcast owns 
roughly 30%. Reinsdorf also owns the Chicago Bulls, whose games are telecast on NBC Sports Chicago. 
 
The ratings for the White Sox on NBC Sports have been very low. Bryce Harper could alleviate much of 
that problem. Moreover, the RSN makes money on advertising and pays dividends to its owners (the 
Chicago Cubs and Blackhawks also own stakes in the RSN). Higher ratings would bring in more advertising 
revenue and pay for some of higher rights fee to the White Sox. 



 
The upcoming sale by Walt Disney of the 22 RSNs it acquired from Fox is likely to heat up the competition 
for streaming revenue in baseball with potential new players like Amazon. 
 
Comcast posted net income of $23 billion last year. Harper's deal is a check that makes sense for Comcast 
and one it could easily afford. 


