
Tribe trio out to take home major hardware 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 6th, 2017 + 1 COMMENT 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians finished this season with the second-most wins in franchise history, posted historic pitching numbers and enjoyed 
the longest winning streak in the history of the American League. Corey Kluber and Jose Ramirez led the charge, while manager Terry 
Francona steered the ship. 
 
It came as no surprise then that Kluber, Ramirez and Francona were announced as finalists for the Baseball Writers' Association of America's 
annual awards Monday night. Kluber is up for his second AL Cy Young Award, while Ramirez and Francona are among the three top vote-
getters for AL Most Valuable Player and AL Manager of the Year, respectively. 
MLB Network will roll out the BBWAA Awards with a special at 6 p.m. ET over four nights, beginning with the AL and National League Rookie of 
the Year Awards on Nov. 13. The Manager of the Year Awards (Nov. 14), Cy Young Awards (Nov. 15) and MVP Awards (Nov. 16) will come 
next, followed by MLB.com's Esurance MLB Awards at 8 p.m. ET on Nov. 17 on MLB Network. 
Kluber, who is a finalist alongside Red Sox ace Chris Sale and Yankees ace Luis Severino, is aiming to become the first two-time winner in 
Indians history. The right-hander won the AL Cy Young Award in 2014, joining Cliff Lee (2008), CC Sabathia ('07) and Gaylord Perry (1972) as 
the only Cleveland pitchers to take home the honor. 
This season, Kluber finished 18-4 with an MLB-leading 2.25 ERA in 29 starts, during which he struck out 265 and walked 36 in 203 2/3 innings. 
Even after missing most of May with a back injury, the Tribe ace reached at least 200 innings and 200 strikeouts for the fourth consecutive 
season. 
Kluber got off to a rough start, but came back strong on June 1 after a stint on the disabled list. From that date through the end of the regular 
season, Kluber went 15-2 with a 1.62 ERA and 224 strikeouts against 23 walks in 166 1/3 innings. The right-hander was named the AL's 
Pitcher of the Month for June, August and September and was named to the AL All-Star team for the second straight year. 
The Kluber-led Indians staff set single-season MLB pitching records in strikeouts (1,614), strikeouts per nine innings (10.1) and WAR (31.7 per 
Fangraphs). 
Ramirez is up for the AL MVP, but has some tough competition in Houston's Jose Altuve and New York's Aaron Judge, who are the favorites. 
That does not discount what Ramirez -- the AL starter at third base in the All-Star Game -- did this year for the Indians as a second baseman, 
third baseman and doubles machine. 
The switch-hitter posted a .318 average with 29 homers, 83 RBIs, 107 runs scored and an MLB-leading 56 doubles. That marked the most two-
base hits in a season by an Indians hitter since 1926 (64 by George Burns). Ramirez tied Marlins slugger Giancarlo Stanton for the most extra-
base hits (91) in the Majors, ranked fourth in the AL in OPS (.957) and during one stretch in June set a modern MLB record with 14 extra-base 
hits in a seven-game span. 
Kluber and Ramirez helped lead the Indians to 102 wins, which was second only to the 1954 Tribe (111 victories) in franchise history. The Tribe 
also set an AL record with 22 wins in a row between August and September en route to their second straight AL Central crown. That showing 
has Francona -- the AL Manager of the Year in 2013 and '16 with Cleveland -- back in the conversation for the BBWAA's managerial award, 
along with Paul Molitor and A.J. Hinch. Bobby Cox is the only back-to-back winner in the award's history, doing so in 2004-05 with the Braves. 
 
Santana receives QO; Logan's option declined 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 6th, 2017 + 22 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians have taken the first step in trying to keep free-agent first baseman Carlos Santana in the fold, while also protecting 
themselves in the event that he signs with another team this offseason. 
 
On Monday, Cleveland extended Santana a one-year, $17.4 million qualifying offer for 2018, giving the first baseman at least something to 
consider as he weighs his options on the open market. The contract proposal also positions the Indians to potentially net an extra pick in next 
June's MLB Draft, if Santana heads elsewhere. Santana has 10 days to accept or decline the offer. 
The Indians did not give a qualifying offer to setup man Bryan Shaw, who was also eligible. The team also declined the $7 million club option to 
retain veteran lefty Boone Logan, who will get a $1 million buyout and joins Jay Bruce, Joe Smith, Craig Breslow, Austin Jackson, Santana and 
Shaw among Cleveland's free agents. 
Under the latest Collective Bargaining Agrement, if Santana were to reject the Indians' qualifying offer and then sign a contract worth at least 
$50 million total with a new team, Cleveland would then be eligible for a Draft pick between the first round and Competive Balance Round A in 
the 2018 MLB Draft. If the contract were under $50 million, the Indians' compensatory pick would fall after Competive Balance Round B, which 
is after the second round. 
There is mutual interest between Santana and the Indians to keep the first baseman in Cleveland, but he is coming off a solid season and has a 
chance to cash in with a multiyear contract. In the previous five offseasons, only five of the 64 players extended qualifying offers have accepted 
the deal. 
Santana, who will turn 32 in April, hit .259/.363/.455 with 23 home runs, 37 doubles, 79 RBIs, 88 walks and 90 runs in 154 games this past 
season, and is a finalist for the American League Gold Glove Award for first basemen. That showing in 2017 was similar Santana's production 
over the past seven years, in which he hit .249/.363/.445 with an average of 24 homers, 32 doubles, 81 RBIs, 98 walks and 79 runs in 153 
games per season. 
If Santana does leave, the team will have a hole to fill at first base. Internally, designated hitter Edwin Encarnacion and outfielder Lonnie 
Chisenhall have experience at the position. Cleveland could also consider moving Michael Brantley to first base from left field, given his history 
of injury woes over the past two years. The Indians picked up Brantley's $12 million team option for '18 on Friday. 
Like Santana, Shaw has expressed a desire to stay in Cleveland, but the chances of him returning appear lower. The right-hander, who will turn 
30 on Wednesday, could be in line for a multiyear contract after eclipsing 70 relief appearances for the fifth consecutive season. Shaw had a 
3.52 ERA in 79 games in '17, and has led all relievers in games (378), pitches (5,892) and innings (tied, 358 2/3) over the past five years 
combined. 



Logan, 33, turned in a 4.71 ERA in 38 appearances for the Indians this past season, striking out 28 and walking nine in 21 innings as a lefty 
specialist. He sustained a season-ending left lat injury in July and elected to head into the offseason without having surgery. While Logan was 
sidelined, Tyler Olson emerged as a reliable left-handed weapon out of the bullpen for manager Terry Francona. 
Other roster moves: The Indians activated right-handers Cody Anderson and Dylan Baker from the 60-day disabled list Monday. Minor League 
catcher Eric Haase had his contract purchased from Triple-A Columbus, putting him on Cleveland's 40-man roster. 
 
Tribe's FA plan to focus on retaining boppers? 
By Jordan Bastian / MLB.com | @MLBastian | November 6th, 2017 + 7 COMMENTS 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians caught the baseball world by surprise last winter with the blockbuster signing of free-agent slugger Edwin 
Encarnacion. As the free-agency period opens this offseason, Cleveland is facing the possibility of losing some key players, but will continue to 
look for external additions to strengthen a team that remains built to contend. 
 
"Ownership has continued to give us resources beyond what we could have expected," said Chris Antonetti, the Indians' president of baseball 
operations, "to try to continue to have a winning and championship-caliber team. When we go into the offseason, I know we have a lot of 
decisions to make and things we need to work through, but we have a roster that's still really talented and we'll find ways to complement it 
effectively." 
Free agents: LHP Craig Breslow, OF Jay Bruce, 1B Carlos Santana, RHP Bryan Shaw, RHP Joe Smith 
Arbitration-eligible: RHP Cody Allen, OF Abraham Almonte, RHP Trevor Bauer, OF Lonnie Chisenhall, RHP Zach McAllister, RHP Dan Otero, 
RHP Danny Salazar 
Biggest potential free-agent loss 
Losing Santana would be a big blow to the heart of the Tribe's lineup and create some uncertainty about first base, but they extended a 
qualifying offer to him Mondnay. Encarnacion could play first, but Cleveland prefers him as the designated hitter. Chisenhall has limited 
experience at the position. Over the past seven years, Santana has averaged 24 homers, 32 doubles, 81 RBIs and 98 walks in 154 games with 
an .808 OPS, and he was a Gold Glove finalist for his defensive work this past season. 
While most of the focus this winter will understandably be on Santana and Bruce, Shaw's work in the bullpen should not be overlooked. Indians 
manager Terry Francona joked that it might take two relievers to replace Shaw, if he signs elsewhere. Over the past five years, Shaw leads 
Major League relievers in games (378), pitches thrown (5,892) and innings (tied, 358 2/3), while posting a 3.11 ERA and 3.45 FIP. Shaw was 
not tendered a qualifying offer by Monday's deadline. 
Potential free-agent targets 
Last year, Encarnacion was an obvious fit for the Indians and the team made the signing happen with a three-year, $60 million contract (the 
largest deal in terms of money in franchise history). This winter, two of the best fits for Cleveland might just be Santana and Bruce. The 
decisions on those players will impact whether the Indians' main need is first base or corner outfield. Beyond that, shoring up the bullpen will be 
a priority, especially if both Shaw and Smith leave. The good news for the Tribe is that the bulk of its 102-win roster remains intact. 
Wild card scenario 
It has been well-documented that Jason Kipnis' place on the field (second base or outfield) will influence how Cleveland approaches its 
offsesaon maneuvering. Another scenario would be trying to see what offers might exist for Kipnis via trade. Granted, Kipnis' value is not at an 
all-time high, considering he is coming off an injury-marred campaign (.705 OPS in 90 games). But when healthy, Kipnis has been an above-
average hitter and is a two-time All-Star. He is set to earn $13.7 million in 2018 and $14.7 million in '19, with a $16.5 million team option (or 
$2.5 million buyout) for '20. 
 
Cleveland Indians' Terry Francona, Corey Kluber, Jo se Ramirez BBWAA award finalists 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - It was a good season for the Indians - OK, there was that swing-and-a-miss in the AL Division Series - and it looks like it's 
going to be a good award season as well. 
 
Manager Terry Francona, right-hander Corey Kluber and second baseman Jose Ramirez were among the finalists for three of the most 
prestigious awards presented annually by the Baseball Writers Association of America. 
 
Francona was a finalist for AL Manager of the Year for the third time in the five years he's managed the Indians. He won the award in 2013 and 
2016. 
 
Minnesota's Paul Molitor and Houston's A.J. Hinch are the other finalists. It should be noted that the voting on all BBWAA awards includes the 
regular season only. 
 
Francona led the Indians to 102 victories, the second winningest season in franchise history. The 102 wins included a 22-game winning streak, 
an AL record and something that had not been done in over 100 years. 
 
Kluber, Boston's Chris Sale and New York's Luis Severino or finalists for the Cy Young award. Kluber won the award in 2014 and finished third 
in 2016. 
 
Despite missing most of May with a back injury, Kluber won 18 games for the third time in the last four years and led the big leagues with a 2.25 
ERA. He topped 200 innings for the fourth straight year and finished second in the AL with 265 strikeouts. 
 
 



Kluber struck out 10 or more batters in 15 of his 29 starts. It was the second highest total in a single season in team history. 
 
Ramirez is a finalist for the MVP award along with Houston's Jose Altuve and New York's Aaron Judge. The Indians have not had an MVP 
winner since Al Rosen in 1953. 
 
The switch-hitting Ramirez batted .318 and led the AL with 56 doubles and 91 extra base hits. The 91 extra base hits were the second most in 
MLB history for a switch hitter. Twenty nine of those extra base hits were home runs. 
 
The BBWAA finalists were announced Monday night on MLB Network. The winners in each league will be announced next week on MLB 
Network with Rookie of the Year on Nov. 13, Manager of the Year on Nov. 14, Cy Young on Nov. 15 and MVP on Nov. 16. 
 
Here are the other finalists: 
AL Rookie of the Year: Trey Mancini, Baltimore, Andrew Benintendi, Boston and Judge, New York. 
NL Rookie of the Year: Josh Bell, Pittsburgh, Paul DeJong, St. Louis and Cody Bellinger, Dodgers. 
NL Manager of the Year: Bud Black, Colorado, Torey Lovullo, Arizona and Dave Roberts, Dodgers. 
NL Cy Young: Clayton Kershaw, Dodgers, Stephen Strasburg, Washington and Max Scherzer, Washington. 
NL MVP: Paul Goldschmidt, Arizona, Giancarlo Stanton, Miami and Joey Votto, Cincinnati. 
 
Cleveland Indians make Carlos Santana $17.4 million q ualifying offer 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians have given Carlos Santana an interesting choice to make. 
 
By making him a qualifying offer on Monday, they have given him a chance to play baseball next year for $17.4 million. Or he can walk away 
from the offer in hopes of signing a bigger deal on the free agent market. 
 
Santana is one of seven Indians who will be eligible to accept free agent bids on Tuesday. Boone Logan, Jay Bruce, Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith, 
Austin Jackson and Craig Breslow are the others. 
Free agents who receive qualifying offers have until Nov. 16 to accept or reject them. If they accept, they are bound to their former teams for 
one year. If they reject them, they will have draft pick compensation tied to them. 
 
If Santana signs a contract worth at least $50 million with another team, the Indians will receive a draft pick in June after the first round. If he 
signs a deal for less than $50 million, the Indians will receive a pick after the Competitive Balance B Lottery and before the third round. 
 
This is the first qualifying offer the Indians have made to a player since Ubaldo Jimenez after the 2013 season. That qualifying offer was worth 
$14.1 million. 
 
Jimenez turned it down and signed with Baltimore. The Indians used their compensation pick in the 2014 draft to select high school left-hander 
Justus Sheffield with the 31st overall pick. They traded Sheffield, Clint Frazier and two other minor leagues to the Yankees in July of 2016 for 
left-hander Andrew Miller, who helped them win the AL pennant. 
 
Sheffield is one of the Yankees' top pitching prospects. 
 
Santana has spent his entire big league career with the Indians since being acquired from the Dodgers in 2008 for Casey Blake. He made his 
big league debut in 2010. 
In his career, Santana is a .249 hitter with 174 homers and 587 RBI. He leads the AL with 659 walks from 2011 through 2017. He ranks fourth 
in Tribe history with 726 walks and is the franchise leader in homers and RBI for a switch-hitter. 
 
Santana has played catcher, third base and first base with the Indians. He's dabbled in the outfield and this year is a Gold Glove finalist at for 
his defense at first. 
 
In other roster moves, the Indians declined the $7 million club option on Logan for 2018. They activated right-handers Cody Anderson and 
Dylan Baker from the 60-day disabled list and purchased the contract of catcher Eric Haase from Class AAA Columbus. 
 
The 40-man roster is currently at 37 players. 
 
Haase was eligible for minor league free agency at 5 p.m. Monday. The Indians must set their 40-man roster by Nov. 20 in preparation for the 
Rule 5 Draft at the winter meetings in December. 
 
Cleveland Indians decline Boone Logan's $7 million c lub option for 2018 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Indians have declined the $7 million club option on left-hander Boone Logan for 2018. The deal includes a $1 million 
buyout. 
 
Logan tore his left lat muscle on July 19th against the Giants and did not pitch the rest of the season. He made $6.5 million this year. 



The Associated Press was the first to report that the Indians had declined the option. 
The Indians signed Logan in February in a move that gave them an experienced left-hander to go along with late-inning lefty Andrew Miller. 
Logan went 1-0 with a 4.71 ERA in 38 games, but really never found a role where he could get regular innings. 
 
Logan, in 2015 and 2016 with the Rockies, made a combined 126 appearances as a matchup lefty  
 
On July 19, Logan was pitching against the Giants at AT&T Park when he injured the late muscle in his left shoulder. He elected to not have 
surgery and it's still not known if he'll be able to get back on the mound. 
 
The emergence of rookie lefty Tyler Olson helped the Indians deal with the loss of Logan. It probably also made the decision to not pick up his 
option easier. 
 
The Indians now have seven free agents: Carlos Santana, Jay Bruce, Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith, Austin Jackson, Craig Breslow and Logan. 
 
Logan struck out 28, walked nine and allowed 11 runs in 21 innings. The opposition hit .250 against him. Lefties and righties hit .250 each 
against him. 
 
Cleveland Indians don't think they'll be able to ke ep iron-man free agent Bryan Shaw 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - Bryan Shaw, the busiest reliever in the big leagues over the last five years, is not expected to be back with the Indians 
next year. 
 
The Indians, it has been learned, don't think that they will be able to compete with the kind of offers Shaw is expected to receive this winter on 
the free agent market. Shaw and five other Indians will be free to field bids from other teams on Tuesday. 
Shaw has made more appearances than any big-league reliever in the last five years. He's pitched in 378 games, all with the Indians, in that 
time. He was acquired from Arizona along with Trevor Bauer in a three-team trade in December of 2012. 
 
The Indians have had one of the top bullpens in baseball over the last several years. The cost of keeping that pen intact has grown. Closer 
Cody Allen is expected to make an estimated $11 million through arbitration this winter. Set-up man Andrew Miller, entering the last year of his 
deal, will make $9 million this year. 
 
Shaw made $4.6 million this season. He's expected to be in line for a three or four-year deal worth an estimated $8 million a year. 
 
If the Indians tried to keep Shaw at those prices, it would mean they'd be paying their top three relievers close between $28 million and $30 
million in 2018. 
Shaw, 29 on Wednesday, has never been on the disabled list and should be a hot commodity on the open market. As manager Terry Francona 
said at the end of last season, "If he doesn't come back, it will take two guys to replace him." 
 
Last year St. Louis signed left-hander Brett Cecil to a four-year $30.5 million contract. He appeared in a career high 73 games, going 2-4 with a 
3.88 ERA in 67 1/3 innings. 
Shaw made 79 appearances last season, going 4-6 with a 3.52 ERA in 76 2/3 innings. Kansas City's Peter Moylan and Shaw tied for the AL 
lead in appearances this year. Shaw led the league outright in 2014 and 2016 with 80 and 74 appearances, respectively. He is the only Indians 
pitcher to appear in 70 or more games in five seasons. 
 
"He is the most consistent human being I've ever seen," said Allen. 
 
Allen ranks first in franchise history with 386 appearances. Shaw is second with 378. 
 
If Shaw does not return, who will replace him? It could mean more work for relievers such as Dan Otero, Nick Goody and Zach McAllister. They 
all made 50 or more appearances last year, but were left off the roster for the AL Division Series as the Indians kept three starters in the in the 
bullpen in Josh Tomlin, Mike Clevinger and Danny Salazar. 
 
It could mean more opportunities for right-hander Shawn Armstrong, who bounced between Cleveland and Class AAA Columbus nine times 
this year. The same goes for left-hander Tyler Olson, who made 30 appearances as a rookie last season without allowing an earned run. 
 
The Indians could increase their efforts to sign Joe Smith. Like Shaw, Smith is one of the Tribe's free agents. They acquired him at the July 31st 
trading deadline from Toronto. 
Smith went 3-0 with a 3.33 ERA in 59 appearances with Toronto and the Indians this year. He struck out 71 and walked 10 in 54 innings. 
 
Shaw, in fact, appears to be following a career path blazed by Smith. From 2009 through 2013, Smith appeared in 303 games for the Indians. 
After the 2013 season, he turned free agent and signed a three-year $15 million deal with the Angels. 
 
The Indians could also move Salazar into a late-inning relief role. He certainly has the velocity, but his durability and strike-throwing ability is 
questionable. 



Cleveland Indians five-year run, Yandy Diaz, free a gents: Terry Pluto (photos) 
By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealerterrypluto2003@yahoo.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Over the last five years, the Cleveland Indians have the best record in the American League. 
 
In the last two seasons, no American League team has won more games than the Tribe. 
 
I mention this to put some big picture perspective to the abrupt end of the 2017 playoffs. 
 
No excuses. The Indians were up 2-0 on the New York Yankees in the best-of-five first round. They even had Game 5 at Progressive Field. 
They lost the final three games to be eliminated. 
 
But when I think back over the last five seasons, it's been a remarkable run. 
 
Who saw it coming? 
 
From 2009-12, the Indians average record was 70-92. 
 
From 2013-17, it's 91-71. 
 
The postseason has been frustrating at times. 
 
They lost the 2013 wild card game, 4-0, to Tampa Bay at Progressive Field. 
 
They were up 3-1 in the 2016 World Series against the Chicago Cubs, then lost the last three games. 
 
And then there was the clunker to the Yankees in 2017. 
 
Some define being a sports fan as, "Unless my team wins a championship, it stinks." 
 
Well, that's not a fun way to look at sports. 
 
The Indians have been entertaining. They have a smart front office, an elite manager and a bunch of players who rarely do anything stupid off 
the field. 
 
And they win ... a lot. 
 
They also do it on a modest budget with a lot of homegrown players. 
 
ABOUT THE MONEY 
 
Money isn't everything, but it's means a lot. 
 
In 2016, the Tribe was the only team to make the playoffs without a top 10 payroll. 
 
This season, it was bit different. 
 
Of the eight teams that made the Division Series, here is where they ranked in payroll. I used the Baseball Prospectus numbers: 
 
1. Dodgers, $241 million. 
3. Red Sox, $197 million. 
4. Yankees, $196 million. 
6. Cubs, $172 million. 
9. Nationals, $164 million. 
T17. Indians, $124 million. 
T17. Astros, $124 million. 
26. Diamondbacks, $93 million. 
In the final two rounds of the playoffs, money almost ruled with the Dodgers, Yankees and Cubs being in the Final Four -- along with Houston. 
 
For what it's worth, the average payroll for 2017 was $137 million, according to Baseball Prospectus. 
 
ABOUT THE OPTIONS 
A few weeks ago, I wrote the Tribe planned to pick up the 2018 contract options for Josh Tomlin and Michael Brantley. 
 
 



Tomlin was easy. He was 10-9 with a 4.96 ERA. His 2018 salary is $3 million. 
 
The Tribe picked up Brantley's $12 million option, even though he had off-season ankle surgery ... and two shoulder surgeries in 2016. 
 
It's just a projection, but MLB rumors believed Brantley would have received a two-year deal in the $20 million range if he had reached the open 
market. 
 
Here are some of their other projections for Tribe free agents: 
1. Carlos Santana, $45 million for three years. 
2. Jay Bruce, $39 million for three years. 
3. Bryan Shaw, $21 million for three years. 
The Indians love Shaw, but they expect that projection to be about right -- and well out of their price range. 
 
That's especially true because Cody Allen is projected to receive at least $10 million for 2018. He is eligible for arbitration. Andrew Miller is 
under contract for $9 million in 2018. 
 
So the Indians suddenly have a very expensive bullpen. 
 
As for Santana, the Indians are expected to give him the $17 million qualifying offer for 2018 -- and he's expected to turn it down. 
 
The Tribe will watch the market for Bruce and Santana. Bruce was paid $13 million, Santana was paid $12 million. 
 
ABOUT YANDY DIAZ 
As of right now, it appears the Indians plan to use Yandy Diaz at third base. He will soon be playing winter ball, and that will be his position. 
 
The Indians believe they made life too hard for Diaz last season, especially in spring training. 
Diaz was a second baseman in Cuba. When he signed with the Tribe in 2014, they moved him to third base. 
 
Diaz played exclusively third in 2014-2015 as he climbed the minor league ladder. 
 
In 2016, they began to move him around. He played 52 games at third, 54 in the outfield. 
 
The Indians had him in right field early in spring training. Then they moved him to third base. 
 
He is not Jose Ramirez, who seems capable of playing almost any position. 
 
Diaz still doesn't seem very comfortable in the outfield. 
 
In Cleveland, he played 40 games at third and made only two errors. It appears to be his spot. 
 
Diaz went up and down from the minors early in the season. He came back to Cleveland to stay in August and batted .304 (.810 OPS) with 10 
RBI in 92 at bats. 
 
The 26-year-old Diaz batted .350 (.914 OPS) at Class AAA in 2017. He is a .315 hitter (.834 OPS for his minor league career). 
 
With the Indians uncertain about what will happen to Bruce and Santana in free agency, having Diaz in the lineup is critical. 
 
ABOUT THE TRIBE 
1. It was a bit of surprise when the Tribe fired bullpen coach Jason Bere. It's obvious manager Terry Francona wants to put the people he trusts 
the most in charge of his pitching staff. While he liked Bere, Francona is enamored with Scott Atchison. He believes the former Tribe reliever is 
the next Kevin Cash, a Tribe bullpen coach who went on to become manager of the Tampa Bay Rays. 
2. It's believed Atchison had offers from a few other teams to become a bullpen coach. He had been a special assistant with the Tribe. When 
the Mets hired Mickey Callaway as manager, the Indians knew they lost an elite pitching coach. That's why they hired veteran Carl Willis to take 
Callaway's place, then added Atchison. I wrote a lot about Willis last week. 
 
3. The Indians are so relieved they signed Jose Ramirez to a five-year, $26 million contract extension in spring training. He would be eligible for 
arbitration. After his All-Star season (.315, 29 HR, 83 RBI, .957 OPS), huge money would have followed. 
 
Why did the Cleveland Indians exercise Michael Bran tley's $12 million option? Hey, Hoynsie 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Do you have a question that you'd like to have answered in Hey, Hoynsie? Submit it here or Tweet him at @hoynsie. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie: What is Paul Dolan thinking? I'm sure Michael Brantley is a swell guy, but he's in the (repair) shop all the time. I think he would 
have been better off spending that $12 million on a Jay Bruce deal. At least you have a body that is on the field. - Jack Butler, Westlake. 



Hey, Jack: No doubt it's a gamble because Brantley hasn't been healthy for two seasons. But even if they cut Brantley loose, the $12 million 
saved would have paid only a part of Bruce or Carlos Santana's contract. I think those two players are going to be in line for a three to four-year 
deal in the $39 million to $50 million range. 
 
If Brantley can play 110 to 130 games next year, I think this will prove to be a good move. If not, there will be a big target on the backs of Dolan 
and Chris Antonetti, Indians president of baseball operations. 
Hey, Donna: Given what it would have cost the Indians to go out and try to replace Brantley on the open market, I think it was gamble they had 
to take. Still, it comes with an element of risk, especially for a player who will miss the bulk of his offseason conditioning while recovering from 
surgery on his right ankle. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie: Do you think that the Indians are suddenly getting old in comparison to the Astros and Yankees. I feel like the torch has been 
passed? - Mark Holan, Brooklyn. 
 
Hey, Mark: I wouldn't say that. I still think the Indians' starting rotation, as long as Corey Kluber is healthy, is better than the Astros and 
Yankees. I think they have a decided edge over the Astros in the bullpen, but the Yankees' bullpen is their equal if not better. At least it was in 
the ALDS. 
 
Look at their middle of the diamond combination of offense and defense: catchers Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez, infielders Francisco Lindor 
and Jose Ramirez and Bradley Zimmer in center. Houston certainly rivals that, and with World Series MVP George Springer in center field, it 
might give them an edge. But I don't think the Yankees are close to that. 
The Indians are a championship team. They have a chance to stay at that level for the next two to four years. I think ownership recognizes that 
and is committed to keeping them there. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie is there any chance the Tribe could add Sabathia as a free Agent, move Salazar to the pen to help replace Shaw. 
Hey, Paul: Interesting thought, but I don't see it happening. The Indians love Danny Salazar's arm. If he's healthy and makes it through spring 
training next year, I bet he's in the rotation. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie: I'm glad the Indians picked up the options on Michael Brantley and Josh Tomlin. Reading between the line it seems they won't go 
after Jay Bruce or Carlos Santana. Nothing is written in stone, I get it. 
 
Jason Kipnis, Brantley and Lonnie Chisenhall deserve credit for working hard. You don't win games by working hard. You win games by 
producing. Kipnis is a liability with the glove no matter where he plays. It will be interesting to see how it all shakes out. Still reeling from losing 
to the Yankees in the division series. - John Zaccardelli, Parma. 
 
Hey, John: I can't see the Indians bringing back Bruce and Santana, but I think there's a chance they get one of them. I've never covered a 
player who enjoyed being injured. Kipnis, Brantley and Chisenhall were hurt a lot last season and it stopped them from producing as they 
normally do. 
Regarding Kipnis, I still think he's a good player, but he can't be judged strictly by his glove. Offense is the best part of his game, but he was on 
the disabled list three times this year with shoulder and hamstring issues and never got his swing together. If Kipnis is healthy, I think he'll have 
a good year in 2018, no matter what position he plays or what team he's playing it on. 
 
Hey, Jim: He is officially the property of the Baltimore Orioles. 
The Orioles selected Santander from the Indians in the Rule 5 Draft at last year's winter meetings even though he was recovering from 
shoulder surgery.  
 
To retain Santander, the Orioles had to keep him on the 40-man roster or the big-league disabled list for at least one full year. He had to spend 
90 of those days on the 25-man big-league roster, including time as a September callup. 
 
Santander hit .267 in 30 at-bats for the Orioles. He made his big-league debut on Aug. 18 and spent September with the club. The Indians 
wanted him back after he hit .290 with 20 homers and 95 RBI at Class A Lynchburg in 2016, but Baltimore kept him in the big leagues long 
enough to retain him. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie: Is there any trade market for Jason Kipnis? I like Jose Ramirez at second base. The Tribe has other options at third base with 
Yandy Diaz, Giovanny Urshela and maybe Francisco Mejia. I really don't see Kipnis in the outfield. - Mark Lasher, Bangor, Pa. 
 
 
Hey, Mark: The Indians certainly wouldn't be dealing from a position of strength if they tried to trade Kipnis, 30, this winter. He's coming off his 
worst season in the big leagues in which he played only 90 games because of injuries. He's still owed $30.5 million in guaranteed money 
through 2020. If the Indians were going to get back anything of value, they'd probably have to eat most of the contract. 
 
There might be teams looking at Kipnis, hoping to get him on the rebound, but it's doubtful they'd take on his whole contract. 
Hey, Dan: I couldn't agree more. Even more surprising is the cavalier way the Indians are treating this. 
 



Kipnis has been a core player on this team for the last five years and they don't have a position for him? There has always been talk about 
moving him back to the outfield so maybe that's the plan, but would they really play him in center field over Bradley Zimmer? I can't see that. 
And are they really sold on Giovanny Urshela and Yandy Diaz at third base? Could Kipnis be a fit at third or could they move Jose Ramirez 
back to third and put Kipnis at second? They reached Game 7 of the World Series in 2016 with that arrangement. 
 
There's a lot of questions and not many answers. 
Hey, Hoynsie: How come a batter gets an RBI when the run is unearned? -- Mike Matoney, Lyndhurst. 
 
Hey, Mike: Just because a run is unearned doesn't mean a hitter can't be credited for driving that run in. 
 
If there is a runner on third base with fewer than two out and the next batter hits a routine fly ball to center field that the center fielder drops for 
an error, allowing the run to score from third, the official scorer would reconstruct the inning with the error being scored as an out. That would 
give the hitter an RBI because the official scorer, in reconstructing the inning, would determine that the fly ball to center field should have been 
caught and the run would have scored on a sacrifice fly. 
 
In Game 4 of the ALCS between the Indians and Yankees, the Yankees scored four unearned runs against the Indians in the second inning. 
Trevor Bauer retired Greg Bird to start the inning. Starlin Castro followed with a hard grounder to third that Giovanny Urshela couldn't handle for 
an error. Bauer struck out the next batter, Chase Headley, for what should have been the end of the inning if Urshela had make the play on 
Castro. 
 
The Yankees went on to score four runs, all unearned, in the inning. But Todd Frazier (RBI double), Aaron Hicks (RBI single) and Aaron Judge 
(two-run double) received RBI for driving in runs. They're unearned because the official scorer determined the inning should have been over 
with no runs scoring. 
 
Gold Glove Awards 2017: Which Cleveland Indians pla yers will grab MLB's coveted defensive honor? 
CLEVELAND, Ohio — Throughout their 102-win regular season in 2017, the Cleveland Indians stuck to a simple formula: play great defense 
behind the best pitching staff in baseball, and the rest will take care of itself. 
Cleveland’s outstanding defensive season started centered around its infield. Whether it was a vastly-improved Carlos Santana starting double 
plays from first base, Francisco Lindor turning in a running catch at shortstop, Yan Gomes cutting down base stealers from behind the plate or 
Jose Ramirez showing his versatility at third base — the Tribe finished with the best defense in the American League. 
And now that postseason awards time is here, the Indians are being recognized for their elite glove work. Lindor, Gomes, Santana and Ramirez 
are finalists for Rawlings Gold Glove Awards in the American League. 
Winners are set to be announced at 9 p.m. on Tuesday on ESPN. 
Lindor claimed the AL shortstop award last season. Gomes was a finalist in 2014 for the award, but lost to Salvador Perez of Kansas City. 
Santana and Ramirez are both first-time finalists. 
Here is a look at each Indians contender and why he should win the Gold Glove Award. 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 
Carlos Santana, first base 
Games: 140. 
Errors: 5. 
Fielding percentage: .996. 
SABR Defensive Index*: 4.8. 
Notable: Santana tied for the lead among American League first basemen in defensive runs saved, assists and double plays started. He more 
than doubled his innings at first base and upped his fielding percentage over last season. He also saw gains in his defensive wins above 
replacement and defensive runs saved per 1,200 innings. 
Other finalists: Eric Hosmer (KCR), Mitch Moreland (BOS). 
Yan Gomes  
Yan Gomes, catcher 
Games: 103. 
Errors: 9. 
Fielding percentage: .991. 
SABR Defensive Index*: 5.0. 
Notable: Gomes led the AL in with a 42 percent caught-stealing rate (42-for-57) while also posting the best catcher ERA (3.36) among 18 
players with 2,400 plate appearances caught. His value to the pitching staff manifested itself in a variety of ways, as the Indians called just one 
pitchout during the entire 2017 season, an indication that Terry Francona and his staff trusted Gomes to control the opposition’s running attack 
on his own. 
Other finalists: Martin Maldonado (LAA), Salvador Perez (KCR). 
Francisco Lindor, shortstop 
Games: 158. 
Errors: 10. 
Fielding percentage: .984. 
SABR Defensive Index*: 2.0 
Notable: Lindor faces perhaps the toughest competition among nominated Indians players, as Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons led all of 
baseball in defensive wins above replacement (3.3). But Lindor’s followup season to a 2016 Gold Glove campaign was no less impressive. He 



was second in the to Simmons with five defensive runs saved above average and ranked fourth in the league in assists (391) and fewest errors 
(10). 
Other finalists: Elvis Andrus (TEX), Andrelton Simmons (LAA). 
Jose Ramirez, third base 
Games: 71 at 3B; 88 at 2B. 
Errors: 6 at 3B; 6 at 2B. 
Fielding percentage: .972 at 3B. 
SABR Defensive Index*: 3.6. 
Notable: The versatile Ramirez was elected to start the All-Star Game at third base, but played more than 71 games at second base during the 
course of the year. When the Indians employed a shift against left-handed batters, Ramirez often found himself in his natural position as a 
shortstop, fielding ground balls or taking throws at the second base bag for a double play. 
Other finalists: Evan Longoria (TBR), Manny Machado (Bal). 
*SABR Defensive Index numbers through Aug. 27, 2017. In 2013 Rawlings added a sabermetric component to the award, in collaboration with 
the Society for American Baseball Research. The SABR Defensive Index comprises about 25 percent of the voting, with managers and 
coaches’ votes counting for the majority of the results. 
 
Indians make $17.4 million qualifying offer to 1B San tana 
The Associated Press TOM WITHERS (AP Sports Writer) 
CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Cleveland Indians made a $17.4 million qualifying offer to free agent first baseman Carlos Santana on Monday. 
 
One of six Cleveland players eligible for free agency, Santana has 10 days to accept or reject the club's offer. If Santana takes it, he will make 
$17.4 million next season. If he turns down the offer and decides to sign elsewhere, the Indians will receive draft compensation. 
 
Santana has played his entire big league career with the Indians, who acquired him in a 2009 trade from the Los Angeles Dodgers. The 31-
year-old Santana has developed into a consistent run producer, and after catching and playing third, he has become one of the league's best 
fielding first basemen. He's a Gold Glove finalist this year. 
 
The switching-hitting Santana batted .259 with 23 homers and 79 RBIs last season for the AL Central champions. He has a career .249 
average with 174 home runs in eight seasons for Cleveland. 
 
The Indians also declined their $7 million option on reliever Boone Logan, who will receive a $1 million buyout. 
 
Logan pitched in 38 games before a strained back muscle ended his season in July. The Indians signed him in February to a one-year deal with 
a $5.5 million salary for 2017, giving them a second left-hander to complement All-Star Andrew Miller. 
 
The 33-year-old Logan, however, was unable to make it through the entire season. He decided not to have surgery after he was hurt, but it was 
unlikely he would've pitched again in 2017 even if he'd had surgery. 
 
He finished 1-0 with a 4.71 ERA. Logan struck out 28 in 21 innings. 
 
Logan previously pitched for Colorado, the New York Yankees, Atlanta and the Chicago White Sox. 
 
Indians’ Francona, Ramirez, Kluber nominated for Ameri can League awards 
By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 
The Indians came up short in their quest to get back to and win the World Series, but three Tribe individuals have been named as finalists for 
prestigious postseason awards. 
 
The Baseball Writers Association of America on Nov. 6 announced its nominees for Manager of the Year, MVP, Rookie of the Year and Cy 
Young Award winner in both leagues. 
 
Voting is done before the playoffs. 
 
Terry Francona of the Indians, A.J. Hinch from the Houston Astros and Paul Molitor of the Minnesota Twins are up for Manager of the Year. 
The Indians won 102 games and the world champion Astros won 101 games. The Twins finished 85-77 to make the playoffs as a wild card, but 
after finishing 59-103 in 2016 they became the first team to lose more than 100 games one year and make the playoffs the next. 
Indians pitcher Corey Kluber, Chris Sale of the Red Sox and Luis Severino of the Yankees are the nominees for the Cy Young Award. 
 
Kluber is expected to win the Cy Young Award handily after finishing with a league-best 18-4 record along with a league-leading 2.25 ERA. 
Sale was 17-8 and Severino 14-6. 
 
Indians infielder Jose Ramirez, Houston second baseman Jose Altuve and Yankees slugger Aaron Judge are the candidates for MVP. Altuve is 
expected to win after leading the league with a .346 batting average. He homered 24 times and drove in 81 runs. Ramirez was fourth in batting 
with a .318 average, but he had more home runs (29) and RBI (83) than Altuve. 
 



Judge is also up for Rookie of the Year along with Andrew Benintendi of the Red Sox and Trey Mancini of the Orioles. Judge is the favorite 
after clobbering 52 home runs and driving in 114 runs while batting .284. 
 
The winners will be announced next week on the MLB Network, all at 6 p.m. EST on the following days - Rookie of the Year on Nov. 13, 
Manager of the year on Nov. 14, Cy Young Award winner Nov. 15 and MVP on Nov. 16. 
 
Starting 9: As free agency begins, the Brantley dec ision creates as many questions as answers 
Travis Sawchik Nov 6, 2017 
Free agency opens at 5 p.m. Monday, which means the business of baseball's 2018 season is officially upon us. 
Front offices have been putting together offseason strategies for months. The Indians’ offseason plan began being put in place Friday, when 
the club elected to pick up Michael Brantley’s $12 million club option. Brantley was productive when he was on the field in 2017, but he played 
just half a season and has been sidelined for the majority of the past two seasons with shoulder and lower-body injuries. Players typically do 
not become less injury-prone with age. Brantley will turn 31 in May. 
Brantley’s performance in 90 games last season was worth 1.6 Wins Above Replacement (WAR), and one win will be worth roughly $10 million 
in the free-agent marketplace this offseason. So there is not a high bar to clear for Brantley to reach to create value … in a vacuum. 
The issue is the Indians already have $13.5 million in guaranteed money committed to Jason Kipnis, another player coming off an injury-
plagued season who could be forced to the outfield. And it’s not so much an issue of whether Brantley can be worth $12 million, though that's 
part of the calculus, it’s more a matter of answering this question: What else could the Indians have done with that money? One dollar toward 
payroll is not the same in Cleveland as it is in a larger market. Picking up Brantley's option could be rooted in emotion, the club desiring to 
reward a player of Brantley's stature and error on the side of loyalty. But emotion-based decisions are typically not an effective way to run a 
business. More likely, the decision suggests the Indians' front office has doubts about its purchasing power this offseason, and would rather bet 
on a one-year Brantley bounce-back (and his intangibles) than compete on the open market for a plus bat. 
A more durable, key offensive cog who would like to stay in Cleveland — Carlos Santana — is headed to free agency. Dependable setup man 
Bryan Shaw could receive a three-year deal on the open market, which is the type of contract length the Indians would — and should — be 
hesitant to match for a reliever. Jay Bruce is another powerful corner bat entering the market. Perhaps the Indians believe Santana (3.0 WAR in 
2017) and Bruce (2.7) will price themselves out of Cleveland. 
The Indians also could have replaced Brantley with a number of cheaper internal corner options and saved $11 million ($12 million minus his $1 
million buyout). What complicates matters is we don’t know what the Indians' budget is. 
“That’s $12 million that we’re choosing to spend on Michael that we will not be able to spend on other players,” Chris Antonetti said Friday to 
reporters. 
The Indians have $88 million committed to guaranteed contracts in 2018 plus $34.4 million in projected arbitration salaries, though Zach 
McAllister is a non-tender candidate, which would trim $2.4 million. The Indians also have to decide upon Boone Logan's $7 million option. So 
even before considering pre-arbitration salaries, the Indians' 2018 payroll will range from $119-$130 million — depending upon what the club 
decides with Logan and McAllister. The club opened last season with a record $124 million payroll. While attendance exceeded 2 million at 
Progressive Field, will Indians ownership allow for another significant budget increase? (Last season the club increased Opening Day payroll by 
$28 million.) 
We don’t know what the front office believes their chances are of retaining a Santana or a Bruce. All we do know is the Indians reduced their 
financial flexibility by $11 million, which, given their budget limitations, is significant. The Brantley option is the proverbial first domino to fall. The 
following is a look at how that could affect the Indians and where their free-agency focus ought to be: 
NINE THOUGHTS AND OBSERVATIONS 
9. One question created Friday: Where is Brantley going to play? 
Said Antonetti on Friday: “[Brantley] has some versatility in the fact that he’s played center field in the past, he’s played left field and, going back 
to his minor-league days, he’s played some first base.” 
First base? Interesting. 
Another question: Where is Kipnis to play? 
The Indians preferred an infield alignment with Jose Ramirez at second base in the postseason. They have cheap third-base alternatives in 
Yandy Diaz, possibly Francisco Mejia — who could be converted from catcher or split time between positions — and the glove-first option in 
Giovanny Urshela. Kipnis ended the season as the center fielder with Bradley Zimmer hurt, and the Indians were able to get away with it in part 
because of the strikeout nature of their staff. With a return to health, Zimmer will likely assume starting duties in center with Kipnis logging the 
majority of his playing time elsewhere. 
Could that be in left field? 
Could Brantley spend more time at designated hitter or even first base? 
8. An alternative solution would have been to play Kipnis in left field and use the $11 million saved by parting ways with Brantley toward 
addressing first base with a bigger, more durable bat, or another need area. If the club plans to play Brantley down the defensive spectrum from 
left field, like first base or DH, they are going to need his bat to play near his career-best levels. Brantley produced a 111 Weighted Runs 
Created Plus last season (100 is league average) and a 112 wRC+ mark for his career. The average first-base performance in MLB last 
season? 113 wRC+. 
While Brantley could return to his peak form and stay healthy, teams have to think in probabilistic terms. 
7. Another problem with Brantley? He has been resistant to the idea of increasing his launch angle, changing his swing plane, when a number 
of hitters (like Bruce and Francisco Lindor) have done just that to add value, to hit more balls — which are apparently juiced — more often out 
of major-league stadiums. Brantley produced 1.7 ground balls for every fly ball last season. Because more hitters are elevating, Brantley is 
losing some relative value — unless he changes his approach. 
6. It’s possible what the Brantley decision tells us is the club doesn't think it has much of a chance to retain Santana or Bruce and suspects 
Brantley is their best short-term value play with the hope his bat plays near its peak. Santana’s career .365 on-base mark and 15.2 percent 



walk rate and greatly improved defense at first base could make him attractive to a number of teams in free agency, including some deep-
pocketed AL East clubs. Santana has averaged about a 3 WAR in the past three seasons — 2.1, 3.7, 3.0 — and could be in line for a multiyear 
offer that exceeds $20 million per season. It's possible Santana gets a four-year deal approaching $100 million. The Indians might not want to 
make that type of financial commitment to first base and DH (Edwin Encarnacion). 
Santana is the more reliable fit compared with Brantley, but the Indians might believe he’s out of their price range. 
5. The Indians still ought to make Santana a qualifying offer, not with the expectation he will sign it, but to recoup a draft pick. Under the new 
CBA rules governing the qualifying offer, and the rules are complicated, the Indians would likely gain a pick in the compensatory round after the 
first round should they lose Santana. If a player departs for a contract for at least $50 million guaranteed money, and the team losing the player 
received revenue sharing (the Indians do), then the team is rewarded a pick after the first round. 
The qualifying offer figures to be a one-year deal around $18 million this offseason. 
4. The Brantley deal might also shut the door on a Bruce return given the surplus of outfield options the Indians now have. Brandon Guyer is 
under contract for $2.8 million, Lonnie Chisenhall is arbitration eligible for the final time, and Greg Allen could perhaps fill a role at some point in 
2018 (Austin Jackson is also a departing free agent). 
And perhaps the Indians believe their best bet to replace the value of Bruce and Santana is simply to get better health and production from 
Brantley, Kipnis and Chisenhall. 
3. The Indians have an excellent young position player core, and a number of young, pre-arbitration alternatives in Zimmer, Diaz, Mejia, Allen 
and Urshela. The Indians' excellent starting rotation returns intact. The greater short- and long-term concern is the bullpen outlook, and that’s 
where Brantley’s money could have been more efficiently spent. 
Shaw is a free agent. After next season, Cody Allen and Andrew Miller are set to become free agents. That means the entire back end of the 
bullpen might need to be rebuilt after next season. And while small-market clubs often prefer to find reliever value on the cheap end, there is a 
case to be made for adding a proven anchor in the back of the back end and to increase bullpen depth for 2018. MLB Trade Rumors listed 
some of the more intriguing reliever free agents by skillsets. 
Dodgers reliever Brandon Morrrow would be an excellent fit but he has likely priced himself out of the Indians’ range with his breakout 2018 and 
postseason. Juan Nicasio has a big arm and filled a multi-inning role in Pittsburgh. He could be a relatively affordable arm of interest. A reunion 
with Joe Smith might make some sense, as he posted a career-best, and elite, 28.5 K-BB percentage mark. While Logan could return at $7 
million, Tyler Olson emerged as a cheaper left-handed alternative in the second half. 
These are the top bullpen strikeout arms available, according to MLBTR: 
Joe Smith: 33.0 K% 
Jesse Chavez: 32.4 K% 
Wade Davis: 32.1 K%, 
Anthony Swarzak: 30.5 K% 
Brandon Morrow: 30.1 K% 
Greg Holland: 29.9 K% 
Pat Neshek: 29.4 K% 
Tommy Hunter: 28.7 K% 
Bud Norris: 28.6 K% 
2. The Indians do have one potential internal impact reliever on their roster: Danny Salazar. It should not surprise to see Salazar open the 
season in a bullpen role, where he might fit best. 
1. The overwhelmingly good news for the Indians and the fan base entering the offseason is they do not have many glaring needs in 2018. 
They are again an overwhelming favorite in the AL Central, and, at the moment, Vegas likes them just after the Astros and Dodgers as World 
Series contenders. Yes, they could use a slugger at first base, another bullpen arm or two but perhaps only the Astros have a more enviable 
up-the-middle core and all the members of a historically productive starting rotation return. The Indians are in excellent shape, but even the 
game’s best teams need to supplement their core group. And it will be interesting to see if Brantley’s money could have been spent better 
elsewhere. 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
“I love Michael Brantley, the ‘Doctor of Smooth,' and a man whose baseball IQ is as high as any player I’ve ever watched play the game in an 
Indians’ jersey. I’m convinced that the mold in which Brantley is cast is utilized by this front office in their search for both draft picks, and in free 
agency. But sometimes the performance, either because of deteriorating skill, or because of health skills, drops enough to make the value on 
the field not equate to the value of the contract.” — Waiting For Next Year's Jim Pete on Michael Brantley. Well said by Jim. 
STAT OF THE WEEK: 418 
Plate appearances by Brantley since the close of the 2015 season. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK II: 28.9 
Percent of guaranteed payroll dollars allotted to Kipnis and Brantley. 
 
Extending a qualifying offer to Carlos Santana was a no-brainer. Now what? 
T.J. Zuppe 2 hours ago 
Moments after the painful end of the Indians' early playoff exit, Carlos Santana's mind was already thinking about the future. 
He wasn't publicly boasting about the amount of money he might soon earn on the open market. He wasn't busy packing his things in his corner 
locker space. 
Nope. Santana spoke as if he wouldn't be going anywhere this winter. 
“I think we can come back strong next year and make it to the World Series and win the championship,” Santana said. “We have a special 
group and good teammates. A lot of energy. Everybody is all together.” 



The thing is, that same group won't all be together next spring. Some portion of the Tribe's locker room will change this offseason, and Santana 
might be part of that exodus. He even acknowledged as much following the ALDS, expressing a desire to remain part of an organization he's 
been a member of since 2008. 
“This is my house,” Santana said. “This is my family. I know everybody. Everybody knows me. So, we'll see. We'll see.” 
The switch-hitting slugger officially became a free agent Monday, but the front office did their part to make sure he wouldn't leave without some 
sort of compensation, extending the $17.4 million qualifying offer to Santana prior to Major League Baseball's deadline. 
As explained last month, this one-year deal must be accepted or declined within 10 days. Players are eligible to talk to other teams during this 
time to help establish some sort of market expectation before making a decision. 
How the choice to pick up Michael Brantley's $12 million club option impacts their ability to retain the 32-year-old Santana remains to be seen. 
While it doesn't remove the possibility of a continued union — payroll could increase beyond the franchise record set last year, for instance — it 
certainly made it a little more challenging. 
By how much? 
“By 12 million dollars,” Chris Antonetti said on a conference call last week (he would later apologize for sounding a little snarky). 
So, what made their choice such a no-brainer? Well, start with the numbers. 
In parts of eight years in the majors, Santana has been 23 percent better than a league average hitter. This year, he slashed .259/.363/.455, 
slugging 23 homers and drawing 88 walks. Two years ago, he belted a career-high 34 home runs. And as noted earlier this year, he played the 
best defense of his career in 2017, earning a nomination for an American League Gold Glove at first base after being credited with 10 defensive 
runs saved. 
“Not just his defense, but his advancement, being a teammate, just his attitude,” Terry Francona said. “He was fun to be around. I think he’s 
expressed to me so many times how he wants to stay here … He was a joy to be around this year.” 
While the best case scenario involves the two sides coming together on some sort of pact, Monday's decision to extend Santana the qualifying 
offer has put the organization in a number of good situations. How so? Well, all three outcomes provide some level of positive. 
1. Santana accepts the option: You have to be comfortable enough with the player accepting the qualifier in order to extend it. Certainly some 
credit is owed to ownership, allowing for that possibility. 
If that's the case here, the Indians get back one of their top offensive threats for $17.4 million. Keep in mind, FanGraphs put a value of $24 
million on Santana's 3.0 WAR campaign. Based on baseball's current estimated free-agent cost of one win above replacement, $17.4 million is 
below market value. 
2. Santana signs a multiyear extension: Generally, it's tough for small-market teams to justify committing a large chunk of their payroll to first 
base and DH. 
It's not quite as egregious when those two players are Santana and Edwin Encarnacion (will earn $18.667 in 2018). Almost any scenario that 
ends in a continued marriage of the two sides is a positive. 
3. Santana signs elsewhere: This is the least desirable of all outcomes, but if Santana signs a deal worth at least $50 million, the Indians will 
earn a compensatory draft selection at the end of the first round. 
If he inks a deal under $50 million guaranteed, their compensation would come after Comp Round B. 
The Indians last earned a free-agent comp pick after the departure of Ubaldo Jimenez. They used that additional selection to take Justus 
Sheffield with the 31st pick in 2014. Sheffield was later dealt to the Yankees to help land Andrew Miller in 2016. 
The extension of the one-year, $17.4 million deal enables those possibilities. 
“He’s a guy we’d like to have back,” Antonetti said. “We’ll see if there’s a way where we can make that happen.” 
A clearer picture on that potential will begin to form over the next 10 days. By then, we'll be closer to learning which MLB stadium will serve as 
Santana's house in 2018 and beyond. 
 
Corey Kluber is a Cy Young Award finalist, but don' t expect him to throw a party to celebrate 
Zack Meisel 13 hours ago 
Corey Kluber offered a semi-smile, his patented half-grin that often precedes a shaking of his head. 
A reporter had asked him in New York in late August whether he cared about his standing in the AL Cy Young Award competition and whether 
it would matter to him if he could place a second trophy on the mantel in his living room. 
Partial smirk. Head shake. “No.” 
Like clockwork. 
Kluber is one of three finalists for the piece of hardware, intended to distinguish each league’s top regular-season performer on the mound. It 
would be another impressive accolade for the right-hander — a guy who morphed from scuffling, off-the-radar prospect into unquestioned, 
major-league ace — but it wouldn’t wash away the sour taste the Indians’ postseason results left in his mouth. 
It’s easy to agree with him, that postseason laurels reign supreme when compared with individual merits, especially for a club with 
championship aspirations. But we shouldn’t simply ignore what the 31-year-old has produced. 
Kluber was invincible in June, July, August and September. He captured AL Pitcher of the Month honors in three of those four months. The 
Tribe hurler posted a 1.62 ERA in 23 starts following his return from the disabled list June 1. In that stretch, he limited the opposition to a .175 
average and a .495 OPS. 
He sputtered in October, though, and contributed greatly to the Indians’ swift postseason exit. 
“The guy’s one of the best, if not the best, in baseball,” Cody Allen said after Game 5 of the ALDS. “You can’t hang his hat on 2017 on this 
game or on Game 2. We think he deserves to win the Cy Young. That’s an unbelievable accomplishment. … (The Yankees) beat our best guy. 
He’s far and away our best guy. He’s the one that starts this whole thing. He drives the ship.” 
One day, he might be able to appreciate that. He might beam with pride about winning two Cy Young Awards and about joining an exclusive list 
of 19 pitchers to claim the distinction multiple times. The only nonresidents of Cooperstown on the list are Roger Clemens (who won seven Cy 
Youngs), Clayton Kershaw (he’ll eventually head to the Hall of Fame), Roy Halladay, Tim Lincecum, Denny McLain, Bret Saberhagen, Johan 
Santana and Max Scherzer. He certainly deserves to bask in the glory of that company and in what he achieved in the summer. 



For now, though, it’s just a bit … awkward. And it wouldn’t be surprising to hear Kluber admit as much if and when he accepts the award later 
this month. 
This wouldn’t be his first Cy Young, which he earned at the end of the Indians’ disappointing 2014 campaign. This wouldn’t be the cherry atop a 
championship sundae. It would just be some personal accomplishment to which he says he applied little thought, and one overshadowed by his 
October flop. 
So if you thought Kluber seemed stoic and robotic before, just wait until he’s tasked with answering questions about this award. In 2014, he at 
least offered a smile, turned to his wife and informed her of his victory at the time of the announcement. This time, one would assume he’ll 
couch every response with the notion that he’d rush to any customer service desk to exchange it for a World Series trophy. 
This isn’t like last winter, when the Indians were pained by the Fall Classic result, but were proud of their journey and were eager to fast-forward 
to spring training. This one stings and promises to endure, and a Cy Young Award won’t numb the feeling. 
Kluber is one of the best pitchers on the planet, and his summer output rivaled any the franchise has seen from one of its hurlers. But he 
probably won’t be satisfied until next October at the earliest. Another piece of hardware won’t alter that. 
 

Nick Cafardo /  SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES - Who are MLB’s biggest names to follow this offseason? 

By Nick CafardoGlobe Staff November 4, 2017 

The weekend is a perfect time to catch up on the “Season Ticket” podcast. 

Major League Baseball’s season is over. It’s now time for teams to build for 2018. 

The Angels struck first by tying up one of the bigger would-be free agents, Justin Upton (who had an opt-out), to a five-year, $106 million deal. It may be a glimpse 
into what other sluggers on the market might be looking at. 

Here are 35 names and teams to watch this offseason: 

1. Scott Boras, agent — Boras represents free agents Eric Hosmer, Mike Moustakas, J.D. Martinez, and Carlos Gonzalez, to name a few. Hosmer and Martinez 
are players of interest for the Red Sox, so Dave Dombrowski will likely hear a lot from the super agent. Boras also represents the top starting pitcher on the market 
in Jake Arrieta and one of the top closers in Greg Holland. 

2. Giancarlo Stanton, RF, Marlins — It’ll take major creativity and money to make a trade happen, but all indications from Marlins personnel say they will try to deal 
Stanton. There’ll be all sorts of proposals, some involving lots of prospects, some involving a lot of money the Marlins would have to eat. There’s also a no-trade 
provision involved. Stanton doesn’t want to go to a rebuilding team. He’s also from the West Coast, so that may be a preference. The list of teams that could be in 
the hunt include the Dodgers, Giants, Yankees, Red Sox, Cardinals, Rangers, Phillies, and Braves. Am I crazy to think about Aaron Judge and Stanton in the 
same lineup? 

3. Jake Arrieta, RHP, free agent — His four-plus seasons with the Cubs produced a 68-31 record and 2.73 ERA. He struggled in the first half of this past season, 
but in 12 second-half starts he went 6-3 with a 2.28 ERA. Arrieta should get plenty of attention in free agency, with the Cubs, Brewers, Cardinals, Dodgers, and 
Phillies all likely to compete for a pitcher who will likely get close to $25 million a year. Whether it’s for four or five years is the question. 

4. Yu Darvish, RHP, free agent — It’s debatable whether his two poor World Series starts will cost him in free agency. It may have altered the Dodgers’ view of him 
or whether they should pursue him with the same vigor they did at the trade deadline. He’ll be among the top starters on the market, but his postseason 
performance was alarming. 

5. J.D. Martinez, OF, free agent — The top free agent power hitter certainly timed this opportunity well. What a story, from a guy released by the Astros in 2014 to 
a guy about to make a fortune. Martinez’s price tag could be massive. Five years, $125 million? Higher? This from Diamondbacks hitting coach Dave Magadan: “I 
can’t stress enough — and I’ve been around a lot of significant hitters in my time as a hitting coach — I’ve never seen a guy who takes more pride in what he does 
than J.D. He works so hard at hitting and fielding. And let me tell you, he doesn’t get enough credit for his fielding. Forget the stuff you read, he’s a very good 
outfielder with a strong, accurate arm. We had a game late in the season where we were losing, 6-2. The ninth inning came around and J.D. was scheduled to be 
the seventh hitter. He went back to the cages with our assistant and worked out a problem he thought he was having with his swing in that game because he felt if 
he did get up and had a chance to win the game, he wanted to be ready. That’s what you’re getting. I was so impressed with him.” 

6. Eric Hosmer, 1B, free agent — The feeling is, if the Royals keep one of their free agents, it will be Hosmer, but Boras will shop him to big-market teams such as 
the Red Sox and Yankees. He’s 28, with his prime years ahead. Boras will emphasize Hosmer’s ability to drive the ball to left and left-center when he speaks to 
the Red Sox. 

7. Shohei Otani, P/OF/DH, Hokkaido Nippon Ham Fighters — The unique Japanese star will be the story to watch this offseason. There is no system in place that 
would enable Otani to come to MLB as a free agent. His current team is looking for $20 million to post him prior to his contract expiring. Otani wants to come to 
MLB, even for minimal money. Right now it’s looking more and more as if the 23-year-old’s arrival in MLB will be delayed. 

8. Brian Cashman, general manager, Yankees — Given that Cashman was able to fire Joe Girardi and he’s interviewing managerial candidates, it figures he’s 
about to sign a new deal. He’ll need to address CC Sabathia’s free agency, and perhaps add a starting pitcher. He’ll also have to decide whether to pursue a hitter, 
be it Stanton, Hosmer, or Moustakas. 

9. CC Sabathia, LHP, free agent — Can the Yankees live without him? Probably. But he’s so important to them for the intangible things, mainly his leadership and 
status in the clubhouse. Not to mention Sabathia was called upon to pitch some of their most important games of the season. With Sabathia’s bad knees, it’s 
doubtful any team would give him more than two years. There’s no chance Cashman will pay $25 million a year. Maybe that total for two years. 

10. Derek Jeter, owner, Marlins — We’re going to see moves even beyond Stanton as a result of their need to operate with a budget south of $90 million. Perhaps 
Christian Yelich and Marcell Ozuna have to go if Stanton doesn’t. Jeter will try to move Martin Prado and/or Dee Gordon. It’ll be interesting to see whom Jeter 
brings in to run the operation and what the long-term plan is for this organization. 

11. Wade Davis, RHP, free agent — Davis had an excellent season with the Cubs, but as with Aroldis Chapman last season, it doesn’t appear that Theo Epstein 
and Jed Hoyer will devote their resources to that position. Davis seems like an ideal fit for the Astros, whose bullpen is the one problematic area of a very fine 
team. Davis could shore that up. 

12. Manny Machado, 3B, Orioles — The Orioles will make another attempt to extend Machado, who can become a free agent next offseason, but if that’s not 
possible, then what? The Orioles would have to listen to trade offers, and that’s where the Phillies, Angels, Mets, and possibly the Yankees could come in. 

13. Rob Manfred, commissioner — We’ll see what changes Manfred has promised to make without the approval of the Players Association. You can almost bet on 
a pitch clock for 2018. 

14. Mike Moustakas, 3B, free agent – One scout insisted Moustakas would hit 45 homers playing half of his games at Fenway, but the Red Sox don’t have a need 
for him unless they want Rafael Devers to DH. Plenty of teams need a third baseman, and the Mets, Angels, Yankees, and Giants could be among his suitors. 



15.Houston Astros — As we did with the Cubs last season, we always assume there’s a dynasty on the way. But as Chicago found out, it’s not that easy. We will 
be interested in just how much tweaking the Astros do. Add a lefthanded-hitting DH? A closer? Another starter? It’s always a dilemma for defending champs to 
figure out how much to change and how much to leave status quo. 

16. Greg Holland, RHP, free agent — Holland certainly reinvented himself after having Tommy John surgery. It doesn’t appear that the Rockies have the funds to 
re-sign him; he could be looking at a three- or four-year deal at $15 million or so. 

17. Jay Bruce, RF, free agent — Bruce had a big season and the lefthanded power bat is expected to draw interest from the Blue Jays, who were after him during 
the season. The Indians may attempt to retain him, but they also have Carlos Santana entering free agency and there’s sentiment to re-sign him as well. 

18. Terry Francona, manager, Indians — Cleveland won 22 straight games late in the season but lost in the ALDS to the Yankees, one year after losing Game 7 of 
the World Series. How does Francona manage this team in 2018? If anyone will have a plan, it will be Francona, who has done brilliant work in the past in 
challenging situations. 

19. David Price, LHP, Red Sox — New manager Alex Cora needs to get Price on board. There’s no question Price made a strong return from injury as a bullpen 
piece late in the regular season and in the playoffs. But he’ll be a starter again in 2018. Can his forearm/triceps/elbow situation clear up completely? Can he be a 
30-start guy again? First thing Cora must do is have a long conversation with his No. 2 starter. 

20. Buck Showalter, manager, Orioles — It’s the last season of his contract. Will Orioles owner Peter Angelos sign him to a long-term deal, or decide that 
Showalter has outlived his stay? Angelos has left GM Dan Duquette in a similar situation, and while we saw the Yankees let their manager and GM play out their 
contracts, it’s really not the best idea to create a lame-duck status. So we may see offseason extensions for both. 

21. Dustin Pedroia, 2B, Red Sox — The talk is of Pedroia potentially being out through June after this very new cartilage replacement surgery. What will the Red 
Sox do to replace him? They have Deven Marrero, Brock Holt, and Marco Hernandez in house, but they might opt for a temporary veteran like Chase Utley, Howie 
Kendrick, or Ian Kinsler. 

22. Jose Abreu, 1B, White Sox — Abreu is likely the next White Sox star to be traded. The power-hitting first baseman could draw interest from the Red Sox and 
be a cheaper option than Martinez or Hosmer as a big bat. Abreu could also be a trade option for a team such as Kansas City if it loses Hosmer. 

23. Alex Cobb, RHP, free agent — Cobb could draw interest from a number of teams because he won’t break the bank. The Twins, Blue Jays, Yankees, Phillies, 
and Rockies could all be involved. Cubs manager Joe Maddon and new pitching coach Jim Hickey worked with Cobb in Tampa Bay. 

24. Jason Vargas, LHP, free agent — The Royals may bid to keep him, but he seems suited for a team like the Orioles, who are looking for cheaper pitching. 
Vargas started the season so well but finished so poorly (6.66 ERA in his last 16 starts). 

25. Lance Lynn, RHP, free agent — The former Cardinal could also be an Orioles target. A steady, mid-rotation starter with a moderate price tag. 

26. Lorenzo Cain, CF, free agent — Speed guys eventually wear down, but Cain has kept his motor pretty well and remains a solid all-around player. The Giants 
are going to be in on hitters, so if they pass on Martinez and can’t make a Stanton deal they may move on to Cain. 

27. Atlanta Braves — GM John Coppolella lost his job because of international signing violations. MLB has reportedly absolved team president John Hart of any 
wrongdoing. Hart will now pick a new GM and is considering Washington assistants Dan Jennings and Doug Harris and possibly Ben Cherington. The Braves may 
also be getting closer to spending money as a contender again. 

28. Zack Cozart, SS, free agent — One of the better players in free agency, Cozart is an all-around talent. The problem is there aren’t many teams looking for a 
shortstop. But he could represent an upgrade for a lot of teams, including the Red Sox, with his power potential and solid defense. 

29. Addison Reed, RHP, free agent — One of the best setup men out there, Reed is going to get a three- or four-year deal in the range of $7 million-$9 million per 
season. Is that too rich for the Red Sox? They found out how valuable he was after they obtained him. Expect up to eight teams to pursue Reed, including the 
Dodgers, Rangers, Astros, Blue Jays, Cardinals, Rockies, and Cubs. 

30. Brandon Morrow, RHP, free agent — Morrow had a tremendous season as the Dodgers’ setup man before tiring in the World Series, but he’ll get Reed-type 
money in the open market. There’s a strong chance he’ll be retained by the Dodgers. 

31. Eduardo Nunez, infielder, free agent — Good utility players have become invaluable. Now we’re going to see how valuable they are in free agency. He’ll have 
to show teams that his balky left knee is OK. The Red Sox, Angels, Mets, Blue Jays, and even his old team, the Giants, would all have some interest in a two-year 
deal. Nunez wants to be a starter. One of those teams will oblige. 

32. Alex Cora, manager, Red Sox — The Red Sox hired Cora to take the team to the next level — that is, beyond the Division Series. As a first-time major league 
manager, is that possible right away? Cora was the bench coach for the champion Astros. He somehow has to get his young Sox players to act and perform more 
like the Astros. 

33. Gabe Kapler, manager, Phillies — Kapler was a minor league manager for the Red Sox in 2007 and the Dodgers’ farm director the last three seasons. He’s the 
poster boy for the modern manager. All-in analytically, Kapler has a great personality and temperament for the job. 

34. Carlos Gonzalez, OF, free agent — Gonzalez is coming off one of his worst seasons, hitting .262 with 14 homers and 57 RBIs, a big drop for a guy who 
averages close to 30 homers and 100 RBIs for a season in his career. At 32, is he on the downside, or was it a one-year outlier? He also had a .923 OPS at Coors 
Field and a .606 OPS on the road. 

35. Matt Klentak, GM, Phillies — The Medfield native is about to bring the Phillies back to big-market status. They have money to spend with their big TV contract 
and their fan base is getting antsy. That’s why you’ll hear the Phillies involved with major names on the market. If they don’t do it this season, then they’ll have 
Bryce Harper, Machado, Mike Trout, and Josh Donaldson on their radar next season. 
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Peter Gammons / A post-season of drama proved that in a year of the improbable, the impossible happened 

 Peter Gammons 

Nearly a month before Jose Altuve’s throw settled into Yuli Gurriel’s glove ending the 2017 baseball season, there was an Aaron Judge home run in the fourth 
inning of the American League play-in game in Yankee Stadium that, in the moment, seemed merely a point in time in the Yankee Reconstruction. 

The noise of the crowd of 49,420 that evening was deafening. I thought back to the 2009 night the Yankees beat the Phillies to win their first World Series in their 
new taxpayer, separated-but-equal stadium, when the atmosphere was that of a Thursday afternoon regular-season game against the White Sox. But on Oct. 3, 
2017, in that play-in game, it was about Judge and Didi Gregorius and The Next Generation and it screamed that times were changing for the Yankees. 

But it wasn’t just about the greatest franchise morphing from mercenary to a place similar to how some of us felt when Rico Petrocelli caught the Impossible 
Dream popup or when Kris Bryant fired the ball across the Cleveland infield to Anthony Rizzo for the final out. No, in the next 30 days of the 2017 postseason, we 
felt Cleveland stadium rock as if it was 1954 and 78,102 fans packed Municipal Stadium. Our ears were under noisy assault by crowds in Houston’s dome like we 



were back in the Metrodome in 1991 for Kirby Puckett’s 10th inning, Game 6 homer off Charlie Leibrandt that sent us to Game 7. We felt the Dodger Stadium 
press box shake as it may never have before, even in all those great Los Angeles years, stretching from Koufax to Valenzuela to Kershaw. 

We spent a month watching Yasiel Puig dive into walls, George Springer make gymnastic catches, Alex Bregman crash his ribs into a railing for a foul ball. We 
watched the ever-dignified Carlos Correa flip his bat, Rich Hill take out his frustration on a cup of Gatorade, Altuve hit three home runs in a game, Brandon 
Morrow—days before free agency and with a medical history that stretches from L.A. to Ensenada—pitch in seven straight games. And before Game 7 of a World 
Series that I will re-watch between Christmas and New Year’s, an Astros coach told me, “We’re playing this game instead of enjoying a parade today because a 
Hall of Famer allowed himself to be hit by a pitch from another Hall of Famer. When Justin Verlander hit Chase Utley with a slider in the 7th inning of Game 6, it 
changed the game, but Utley is the master of getting hit like that because he’d rather have a broken bone than lose.” 

October 2017 was a month that was so important that three managers who got their teams into the post-season—John Farrell, Dusty Baker, Joe Girardi—were 
fired. It was a month in which the final managers standing, A.J. Hinch and Dave Roberts, whose leadership kept their players’ morale high, established a standard 
that, in the end, is mission above person. That played out through the very end as Gurriel caught the final throw from Altuve when Verlander, the master of the 
post-season and a warrior in Game 6, was warming up, willing and hoping that he could close his team’s first world championship in the Astros’ 56-year history. 

Make no mistake: a seven-game series builds compelling theatre, as well as heroes and villains. Five-and-fly series rarely do, and in the last four years, baseball 
has been fortunate to have had seven-game series’ won by the Giants, Cubs, and Astros. Not surprisingly, the longer a series goes the better the chance that TV 
ratings are high. 

One group that obsesses over ratings is the media, for whom the death of baseball has been an ongoing theme since before George Springer was born. The 
ratings for the 2017 Series were up. When the World Series faced off against whatever was the Sunday night NFL game on NBC, baseball crushed it. 

The owners of the Astros and Dodgers each donated more than a million dollars to Puerto Rico to help hurricane relief efforts. On this day, I’d suggest that Altuve 
is the face of American sports, and seeing that parade in Houston reminds all Americans that it is hope and opportunity and mission that the flag represents. 
Astros owner Jim Crane said, “We owe everything we can give to the people of Houston, whether it’s whatever it cost [to trade for] Verlander or anything else. We 
can afford what millions in our city cannot. This is for them, as well as us.” 

Some people try to tell us that 20th-century baseball was superior to 21st-century baseball, that bat flips and jump hugs disrespect a game that should be played 
by the button-down Rules of Eton, that the international baseball cultures are an insult to the way it used to be. This series was so different. The players 
immigrated to MLB from Venezuela, Japan, Cuba, the Netherlands Antilles, the Dominican Republic, and played alongside U.S. citizens from Milton, Ma., Rome, 
Ga., San Juan and El Cajon. 

This postseason there were games we will watch and re-watch. Verlander and Chris Sale on Columbus Day, pitching in relief for the life and death of their teams’ 
seasons. The Verlander game against the Yankees, the Masahiro Tanaka game against Cleveland. But there was so much more, especially in the World Series. 
Consider: 

*Game 2, when the Astros and Dodgers belted eight homers, including five in extra innings, after afternoon temperatures hit 105. When Marwin Gonzalez went 
yard against Kenley Jansen in the ninth, we simply muttered, “In the year of the improbable, the impossible has happened.” 

*Game 4, when the Astros and Dodgers went to the ninth inning tied 1-1 and Los Angeles scored five runs. 

* Game 5, which ended 13-12. Gurriel and Altuve hitting three-run homers, Clayton Kershaw and the Dodgers blowing leads of four- and three runs. 

*Game 7, which Springer, the eventual MVP and hero of every child in Houston with a speech impediment, began with a double off Yu Darvish. Charlie Morton, 
who started one game in his career on three-days rest—in 2008—closed it out on three-days rest with a shutdown performance in relief. 

It was a post-season of drama, and what made it so compelling was the proliferation of the young stars. Correa and Bregman are 23. Corey Seager and Cody 
Bellinger are 23 and 22, respectively. Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez are 23 and 25. Bryant, Wilson Contreras, Javier Baez and Addison Russell are all under 
26. So are Judge, Mookie Betts, Andrew Benintendi, Xander Bogaerts, Rafael Devers, Gary Sanchez, Clint Frazier, Luis Severino, Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano 
and, yeah, Bryce Harper. 

It was the post-season that reminded every kid that you can be the size of Judge or Altuve, the age of Devers or Hill, come from any nationality or religion. In the 
first inning of the final game of the 2017 season, an educated Cuban, Gurriel, who was embarrassed by a terrible mistake he made earlier in the series, tipped his 
cap to Darvish, the Iranian-Japanese gentleman who chose civility above all else following that incident. Hours later, Gurriel caught the final out in one of the 10 
greatest World Series ever played. 

The Athletic LOADED: 11.05.2017 

 

 


