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Diamondbacks cool down Lucchesi, beat cold Padres 

Kevin Acee  
  

The education of Joey Lucchesi continued on Sunday, something the Padres can 
endure from a 24-year-old rookie who has made five major league starts. 

What continued transpiring with the offense in a 4-2 loss in the finale of a three-
game series against the Arizona Diamondbacks is more troubling and of more 
immediate concern. 

Outside of rookie Christian Villanueva, who had two of their three hits and drove in 
both runs with a sixth-inning homer Sunday, the Padres are simply not very good 
at hitting. 

In particular, they overwhelmingly cannot muster offense when it is needed most. 

“Joey had one rough inning and did a good job of bouncing back that next inning,” 
first baseman Eric Hosmer said. “As an offense, we have to do our part. We have 
to get some guys hot, including myself. It’s just kind of how the season rolls.” 

The Padres at least are moving on to hitter-friendly Coors Field, where the week 
before last they scored 16 runs and hit .273 as a team in winning two of three 
against the Rockies. 

Outside of that, there is really only the hope provided by the occasional well-struck 
out and the time-honored belief in baseball’s law of averages. 

“It’s going to play itself out,” manager Andy Green said. “You run through the 
course of a season, you have to do what you can to accelerate the progress. But I 
think, in the long run, it’s going to play itself out. They’re good hitters. They’re 
going to barrel baseballs and play well.” 

The Padres no doubt ran into a good starting pitcher in Patrick Corbin, who 
improved to 4-0 and saw his ERA inch up to 1.89 after five starts. And the 
Diamondbacks’ bullpen is statistically the stingiest in the majors this season. 

But it can’t be forgotten that the Padres are coming off a season in which they had 
the majors’ least productive offense by virtually every measure, and so far this 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/christian-villanueva-PESPTF00097-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
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year rank 28th out of 30 teams in batting average, 29th in on-base percentage and 
21st in runs scored. 

After scoring three times in the ninth inning to win here Friday, they scored two 
runs in the first inning Saturday and two in the sixth inning Sunday. That was it, as 
they evidently continued to clutch the handle too hard. 

“We’ve got to have better at-bats,” Green said. “Our guys know that. That’s part of 
what gets you sometime in baseball. You want to do it so bad. We have to find a 
way to have fun, get loose, and play baseball. They want to be great all the time. 
Sometimes, it’s just, ‘Relax, let your God-given ability come out.’<TH>” 

Lucchesi would have had to remain as sharp as he had been in his previous three 
starts for the Padres to stand a real chance Sunday. 

He wasn’t. 

The kid who had allowed just three runs (one earned) in 17 innings over those 
three previous outings threw a lot of pitches, walked a career-high four batters, 
and in the fourth inning made a couple of mistakes for which he dearly paid. 

With runners on first and third base and one out, Lucchesi’s throwing error on a 
pick-off attempt allowed one run to score and left the would-be second out 
standing on second. 

As he raised his leg to throw his churve, holding the ball loosely with his index 
finger and thumb in a circle, Lucchesi saw A.J. Pollock taking off for second. 

“I thought if I softly threw it, it would be fine,” he said. 

Instead, his toss sailed well over Hosmer’s head. 

With one run in, Lucchesi hung his head and then hung the next pitch, which Nick 
Ahmed hit over the bullpen fence in the left-field corner to give the Diamondbacks 
a 3-0 lead. 

“I had the guy picked off, and I obviously threw it away,” Lucchesi said. “I let it 
bother me the next pitch. I kind of let it get to my head when I shouldn’t have. I 
could have gotten out of that with minimal damage. If I didn’t throw the ball away 
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and picked that guy off, that would have been two outs. Then focus up and strike 
that guy out. I would have been fine. Just a little focus problem right there.” 

Lucchesi walked Deven Marrero immediately after Ahmed’s homer. Marrero stole 
second and scored on a two-out single by Corbin. 

Lucchesi did come back to throw a scoreless fifth. 

“We’re excited about him,” Green said. “We think very highly of him. If this was 
one of his rough ones, he still gave us a chance to come back and win the 
baseball game. We just didn’t do much offensively. 

The Padres’ offense only rarely has taken advantage of such opportunity this 
season. The futility is perhaps magnified by the fact that even a few more hits 
might have made a difference. 

Contrary to last season, when the Padres’ run differential was a major league-low 
minus-212 and they lost 36 games by five runs or more, they have not had an 
abundance of clunkers this year. Seven of their 15 losses have been by one or 
two runs. They’ve lost just three games by more than four runs. 

When the Padres get down, however, they generally lose. 

They are 2-14 when their opponent scores first. They have yet to come back in 
any of the 12 games in which they have trailed after seven innings. They have 
won only one of the 13 games in which they trailed after six innings. 

Villanueva’s home run to capitalize on an extra out in Sunday’s sixth inning and 
pull the Padres to within two runs, then, provided only faint hope that they would 
complete a comeback. 

That sixth inning was a rare example of seizing an opportunity, as Wil 
Myers preceded Villanueva’s seventh homer of the season by reaching on a third-
strike wild pitch that bounced to the wall behind home plate. 

Villanueva is about the only Padres player not letting go of many chances. 
Sunday’s homer was his fourth during his nine-game hitting streak, during which 
he is batting .517/.622/1.034 with 10 RBIs. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/deven-marrero-PESPT0015813-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Villanueva accounted for four of the Padres’ 12 hits in the two weekend games. 
He and Franchy Cordero combined to drive in five of the team’s eight runs in the 
series. 

Villanueva would be central in the Padres’ final gasp Sunday. 

Myers led off the ninth inning by striking a sharp grounder into the hole left of 
shortstop, but Ahmed backhanded the ball and beat Myers by a step at first. 
Villanueva followed with a double before Hosmer grounded out at the end of a 
seven-pitch at-bat and Jose Pirela went down on the Padres’ 15th strikeout to end 
the game. 

“I thought the at-bats in the ninth were a little better, but we’ve got work to do,” 
Green said. “It doesn’t really do a ton for me. It’s about winning baseball games. 
… I know there are a number of guys who are going to heat up here pretty soon. 
We’re definitely searching for some more bats to get us going.” 

The malaise continued with two of the Padres’ previously premium producers 
remaining as cold as Villanueva is hot. 

Hosmer was 0-for-3 Sunday and has three hits in his past 32 at-bats, following a 
stretch in which he was 10-for-24. The recipient of the largest contract in Padres’ 
history in February, Hosmer has one home run and a .241/.323/.398 line in his first 
21 games with the team. 

Pirela, who on April 15 was the team’s leading hitter at .324/.351/.473, had one 
infield single in his 24 at-bats last week. 

“From a team standpoint, you want to be the guy to pick the team up, to get that 
big hit to loosen everybody up,” Hosmer said. “… Right now, it’s not happening. 
We have to continue to put the work in, trust it, and hope it turns.” 
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Padres-Rockies II coming up 

Kevin Acee  
  

These things generally don’t carry over. 

“Nothing happens,” Padres catcher A.J. Ellis said with a laugh. “Absolutely nothing 
happens.” 

Ellis was responding to a question about what can be anticipated when the Padres 
and Rockies meet Monday at Coors Field for the first time since they both cleared 
the benches to brawl on April 11. 

Both Padres (Luis Perdomo and Buddy Baumann) who were suspended as a 
result of the fracas are with Triple-A El Paso. Ellis was fined when umpires 
determined he had been an “instigator.” 

Ellis mostly seemed to be chasing after the Rockies’ Nolan Arenado, who charged 
the mound after Perdomo’s first pitch of the third inning went behind Arenado’s 
back. Ellis was also blindsided by a punch to the face by Rockies 
outfielder Gerardo Parra. 

Parra began serving his four-game suspension Sunday, meaning he will miss the 
three games with the Padres. Players on suspension are generally still around the 
ballpark. 

“I’m going to see how he responds first,” Ellis said of plans to engage with Parra. 
“I’ve played against a lot of those guys a long time. Things happen out there. 
Bodies are flying, arms are flying. Sometimes things go a little too far when the 
alpha male in us all kicks in.” 

Ellis is expected to be in the lineup Monday, as he has become a sort of personal 
catcher for Bryan Mitchell. That means he could have plenty of interaction with 
Arenado, who served his five-game suspension last week. 

“I’ve always had a great relationship with Nolan over the years,” Ellis said. “I hope 
to say ‘Hi’ to him when he comes into the box. If he wants to talk about it, we can 
talk. But I think it will be business as usual – two guys who respect each other 
competing.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/a.j.-ellis-PESPT000010029-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/gerardo-parra-PESPT000010310-topic.html
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Andy Green said he thinks the umpiring crew will address the events of the 
previous series when Green and Rockies manager Bud Black meet at home plate 
before Monday’s game. 

“I would expect it all to be completely behind us,” Green said. 

Extra bases 

• It appears the Padres will see some pleasant weather at the beginning and 
end of their stay in Denver but play a chilly game in between. From a high of 
73 degrees, it is expected to be in the low 60s for Monday night’s game. A 
mix of snow and rain is in the forecast Tuesday, and while the precipitation 
is supposed to have ended, the forecast calls for it to still be in the low 40s 
at game time. Wednesday afternoon’s finale should be played in sunshine 
with temperatures in the high 60s. 

• Right fielder Wil Myers threw out Ketel Marte in the first inning after Marte 
took a wide turn around second base on a Paul Goldschmidt single. It was 
Myers’ first outfield assist since Sept. 29, 2015. Myers was a first baseman 
and played just 55 innings in the outfield over the past two seasons. 

• As expected, Jose Pirela made his first start at second base after playing all 
of the first 22 games in either right or left field. The plan at the start of the 
season to rest Asuaje against left-handed starters was set aside due to 
injuries in the outfield. Asuaje did pinch-hit in the eighth innings against left-
handed reliever Jorge De La Rosa. Right-handed batter Matt Szczur started 
in left field, and switch-hitting Chase Headley had already batted, leaving no 
right-handed hitters on the bench. 

 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/paul-goldschmidt-PESPT0015261-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jorge-de-la-rosa-PESPT000010000-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-szczur-PESPT0015573-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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Luis Torrens drives in four runs for Storm 

Jeff Sanders  

Luis Torrens’ climb back to San Diego started at high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

So far, so good. 

The former Rule-5 pick drove in a career-high four runs on two hits, including his 
second home run of the season, in the Storm’s 8-6 win at Rancho Cucamonga on 
Sunday afternoon. 

Torrens also walked twice, tripled and scored two runs. 

The 21-year-old catcher is hitting .280/.321/.500 with nine RBIs – two more than 
he had while hitting .163/.243/.203 in 123 at-bats last year in the majors. 

Torrens began to make up for lost time this winter in Venezuela, where he hit 
.275/.340/.366 with one homer and 18 RBIs in 38 games for Magallanes. 

Buddy Reed (.413) hit his fourth homer, doubled and went 3-for-5 with two runs 
scored and Edward Olivares (.306) hit his third homer. 

Eguy Rosario (.288) went 3-for-4 with a double, a walk and a run scored. 

Right-hander Emmanuel Ramirez (2-0, 6.19) struck out seven and allowed four 
runs on five hits and two walks in 5 2/3 innings in the start. 

Right-hander Elliot Ashbeck (0.69) saved his first game with a strikeout in a 
scoreless ninth after right-hander Gerardo Reyes (3.38) allowed two runs to start 
the inning for the Storm (8-10). 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (13-5) 

• Chihuahuas 9, Las Vegas 6: 2B Luis Urias (.269) went 2-for-3 with his 
second homer, two RBIs, two walks and three runs scored and C Brett 
Nicholas (.386) went 2-for-3 with a double, his sixth homer, three RBIs, two 
walks and two runs scored. CF Travis Jankowski (.270), RF Nick 
Schulz (.326) and 1B Diego Goris (.373) all had two hits. RHP Brett 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_22_lesafa_rcqafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_22_elpaaa_lvgaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
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Kennedy (3-0, 1.21) struck out eight and allowed a run on seven hits and 
two walks in five innings in the win. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (9-7) 

• Midland 8, Missions 6: 1B Josh Naylor (.365) hit his organization-best 
seventh homer, DH Austin Allen (.373) hit his sixth and 3B Ty France (.245) 
hit his first. RHP Cal Quantrill (1-2, 3.20) struck out three and allowed five 
runs on eight hits and no walks in five innings. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (6-11) 

• TinCaps 7, Dayton 6: 3B Esteury Ruiz (.273) went 2-for-5 with a run scored 
and C Juan Fernandez (.250) doubled in two runs. RHP Adrian 
Martinez (9.35) struck out six and allowed three runs in three innings. 
RHP Jared Carkuff (1-0, 0.00) blew the saved but turned in 3 1/3 scoreless 
innings for the win. 

 

 
  

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_22_sanaax_mroaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_04_22_dayafx_ftwafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Even with low expectations, Padres are disappointing, underachieving 

Tom Krasovic  

Pretty cheeky of the Padres to call this big league baseball. 

The base running has been erratic, the defense uneven, the hitting a mess. 

It’s not the 8-15 win-loss record but how the Pads are playing that’s concerning. 

They’re making it too easy on opponents. 

A major culprit is the offense. It’s giving away an alarming number of at-bats. 
While strikeouts in isolation aren’t overly concerning, the Pads are whiffing at an 
ugly rate. The slug-happy Cubs, for instance, consider strikeouts the cost of doing 
business. The Pads have 60 more Ks than the Cubs, who’ve played four fewer 
games. 

One specific concern is that Austin Hedges, as a hitter, has regressed since 
overhauling his swing last offseason. 

One hopes it’s a case of retreat and go forward. 

Hedges is 25. He reached the big leagues three years ago next month. He has 
more than 600 career at-bats. 

As a catcher, he’s sensational. 

However, his ability to evolve into a C-minus or even D-plus hitter — a dog that 
would hunt — is still an open question. 

I’m not worried about Eric Hosmer despite the high strikeouts. 

He’s learning a new league. 

My concern is that the team’s youth movement may not pan out, if it does at all, 
until Hosmer is climbing into his early 30s. 

The increased pitch velocity throughout baseball, scouts tell me, is making it 
harder for hitters to age effectively. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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Hosmer will be approaching 31 in the 2020 season, when Pads ownership says 
the strong push will come, and he is due $39 million between ages 33-35 if he 
doesn’t opt out of the ownership-driven, seven-year contract. 

His good athleticism is one hedge. 

Wil Myers is the other player getting paid as a franchise cornerstone. 

He got hurt once again, all but ruining his April. 

It’s always worrisome when a power hitter clutches at a shoulder, as Myers did a 
few weeks ago. 

He returned to the lineup this past week. Recently, he got a pitch he’s capable of 
pounding 400 feet and hit it for a single. Perhaps the games in Denver this week 
will jump start him. 

Because the front office pledged him so much money, the Pads need Myers to 
establish himself as a lineup fixture. 

He doesn’t need to become a great player. 

Fairly good would suffice. There’s time, yet at age 27, he’s already in the typical 
peak year, per some analytics. 

About the year 2020: That’s when Myers’ salary will quadruple from $5.5 million to 
$22.5 million. 

He’ll get $22.5 million in 2021 and 2022, too. 

Almost always when the Pads have issued a big contract, they developed buyer’s 
remorse. They looked to trade the player before the bigger salaries came due. 

It’s been fun to watch Christian Villanueva hit seven home runs. 

A concern noted previously is a swing glitch that encourages big leaguers to 
pound him inside. The plunkings that have resulted will test the old rookie, who is 
26. Will the barrage affect his swing? If he finished the season with 15 home runs, 
Villanueva would deserve accolades. His defense is a work in progress. At the 
least, he is showing potential to become a corner utility man. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Carlos Asuaje is a smart player with reliable hands, but I’m skeptical that playing 
him every day at second base will pay off in a big way. 

Scouts see his ceiling as that of a “second division” starter. They doubt he’ll 
become a utility man, citing below-average foot speed and a so-so throwing arm 
that’s not well-suited to the left side of the infield. 

Asuaje will be 27 in November. 

Yes, injuries have hit the Pads. 

Several of their rivals have overcome or managed comparable challenges. 

The Rockies have a poor offense and a reeling ace but are above .500. The West-
leading Diamondbacks have won all seven series despite not having two projected 
regulars and losing a starting pitcher for the season. 

My belief is the Pads are a bit more talented than in recent years. Heck, despite 
the 8-15 record, I’m not sure they’re less talented than the 2010 Pads who took a 
15-8 record into May and somehow won 90 games. 

Despite seeing a modest, 75-victory ceiling for this team after talking to scouts and 
evaluators, despite the good work of Joey Lucchesi, Tyson Ross and several 
relievers, I’m nevertheless disappointed in the overall performance. Again, it’s not 
the win-loss record, although with the Pads on pace to exceed 100 defeats, it’s 
worth noting that the late Kevin Towers often said it takes an inexcusable amount 
of stink to pile up 100 losses. 

Ahead this season are nearly 140 games. 

Which players will take advantage? 

 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/arizona-diamondbacks-ORSPT000002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/chargers/sd-sp-padres-mlb-dodgers-nl-west-pink-pony-chat-20180327-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/chargers/sd-sp-padres-mlb-dodgers-nl-west-pink-pony-chat-20180327-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kevin-towers--PEBSL000502-topic.html
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San Diego Padres Making Strides On The Field, Financially 

Barry M. Bloom, Forbes  

Everyone who knows San Diego Padres history is aware of two weighty matters: 
In their nearly 50 seasons, they haven’t pitched a no-hitter and they haven’t won 
the World Series. 

They don’t make money, either, although the team’s executive chairman, Ron 
Fowler, said this past spring that he hoped to break even this season. 

“We’re in good shape financially,” he said on the day the Padres signed free agent 
first baseman Eric Hosmer to an eight-year, $144 million contract, the largest by 
far in club history. “We made the big investments when we had the international 
signings, the penalties and signings. That was something we had a capital call for. 
But we’re focused on the present and we’re good. 

“I’m hoping we’ll break even this year. If not, we’re still in good shape.” 

It’s no wonder, then, that when Tyson Ross struggled into the eighth inning of 
Friday night’s 4-1 victory over the D-backs at Chase Field with a no-no, manager 
Andy Green said he was thinking about Padres history rather than immediate 
victory and left Ross in. 

The team has now played 7,837 regular-season games and Ted Leitner, the 
club’s radio play-by-lay man, has broadcasted most of them. I’ve covered the 
Padres in some shape or form for 43 seasons. 

That’s more institutional knowledge combined then everyone in the front office, 
save Fowler, a San Diego businessman who was chairman of the task force that 
selected the site of Petco Park and has been with the club in an ownership 
capacity of some kind for nearly a decade. 

“I was thinking of you,” Green told Leitner in his clubhouse office after the game. 

That says everything anyone needs to know about the character of Green, who 
tried and tried. Ross, a right-hander with a history of shoulder problems, threw a 
total of 127 pitches, seven more than his previous high. His last one, with two out 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/barrymbloom/
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in eighth and a runner on third, was launched by pinch-hitter Christian Walker on a 
line to deep center. The Padres led, 1-0, at the time. 

Off the bat, the ball appeared eminently playable. In fact, Major League Baseball’s 
Statcast graded it as 99% catchable. But Franchy Cordero, a fill-in center fielder 
with questionable defensive skill, took an immediate step in. By the time he back-
tracked the ball shot over his head for a run-scoring double. 

Green said that closer Brad Hand would've pitched the ninth to preserve the no-
hitter if that ball had been caught. 

"I could've been lobbied, though," he said, leaving a slight opening for Ross. 

It just turned out to be another one-hitter, the 28th in club history. Add Ross to the 
names of Clay Kirby, Randy Jones, Andy Benes and Chris Young, who came 
close, but earned no cigar. Only one of the 28 went into the ninth, and that ended 
with one out and Young toiling on Sept. 22, 2006. 

It’s no wonder Green has such depth of history. It’s just his third season with the 
club, but everyone who puts on a Padres uniform knows the score. The Padres 
are the only team in the Majors without a no-hitter. 

“Every team is in a different place,” Green said. “Where we are in the process right 
now, we put history above a 1-0 game. At least I do. Whether that’s right, wrong, 
whatever, somebody can judge that differently. For me, where we are, when you 
have a chance to do something an organization has never done before you give 
him as much leash as you possibly can.” 

As the late Tony Gwynn always said about the foibles surrounding the club, “We 
are the Pads,” which means what can go wrong will go wrong. 

The Padres have been to the World Series twice – in 1984 and ’98 – and Gwynn 
is the only one to play in all nine games, winning just one of them. He’s a .371 
World Series hitter. The Padres lost in five games to the ’84 Tigers and were 
swept by the ’98 Yankees, two of the epic teams of their individual eras in Major 
League history. 

The Tigers, in 1984, opened 35-5, and this summer are sending two of those 
players into the National Baseball Hall of Fame – Jack Morris and Alan Trammell, 
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the MVP of that World Series. The ’98 Yankees won a record 125 games, 
including the postseason. Mariano Rivera and Derek Jeter are slam dunk first-
ballot Hall electees the next two years. 

We are the Pads. 

Until Aug. 14, 2015, the Padres had never had a player hit for the cycle, either. 
That’s a single, double, triple and homer in the same game. Matt Kemp did it that 
day at Coors Field. It was the team’s 7,444th regular-season game. Wil Myers has 
since duplicated the feat, also in Colorado. 

Gwynn, who won a record-tying eight National League batting titles and finished 
with a .338 lifetime batting average and 3,141 hits, never hit for one. Twenty-two 
times Gwynn fell short of hitting for the cycle. Once he was pulled out of a 
lopsided game in 1993 by Jim Riggleman because the manager was unaware he 
had the chance to do it. 

We are the Pads. 

Gwynn, a Gold Glove right fielder, died way too young at 54 in 2014 from 
complications of cancer tied to his life-long habit of chewing tobacco. Trevor 
Hoffman will join him in the Hall on July 29, but Gwynn will remain as the only 
Padres representative to play his entire 20-year career in San Diego. They were 
teammates in 1998. 

Gwynn tied together the two greatest eras in Padres history. They haven't been to 
the playoffs since 2005-06 when manager Bruce Bochy left for the Giants. San 
Francisco subsequently won the World Series three times under Bochy. 

The Padres, meanwhile, are currently trying to find themselves under the fifth 
group of owners in the history of a club that expanded into the NL in 1969 with the 
Expos, who by the way, have never even made it to the World Series in either 
their Montreal or Washington iterations. 

The Padres now are certainly trying. They invested $100 million into amateur 
signings on the domestic and international levels in the hope of building a farm 
system that will produce a plethora of young players. 
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There were capital calls of $15 million and $20 million from ownership to help fund 
that venture. 

Their active Major League payroll has gone from $38 million last season to $69 
million currently. Hosmer, at $21 million, is the highest paid player on the team. 
That's a tough road to travel when the NL West rival Giants and Dodgers spend at 
or well above the $198 million competitive balance tax threshold. 

“There’s going to be a turn in focus now of signing younger players for longer 
term, earlier vs. later,” Fowler said. “We’re more patient now. We’re fact based. 
We want people now who are team players. That’s why Eric was at the top of the 
list. He checked the box on everything we feel is important.” 

Ross is a returning Padre. He was the opening day starter in 2016, hurt his 
shoulder, and didn’t pitch again that season. After a year with the Rangers, he re-
signed, and now seems to have his stuff back. 

The rotation is short and will be bolstered by youngsters bouncing back and for 
from the minors, general manger A.J. Preller promised. 

The Padres are 8-15 and in last place. Whether a World Series victory, or no-hitter 
comes first is anybody’s guess. 
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The most interesting rookie you need to know more about 

Padres' Cordero runs like Gordon, hits as hard as Gallo 
 
Mike Petriello MLB.com 
 
"I haven't seen a ball [hit] like that," said Padres first baseman Eric 
Hosmer after San Diego beat Arizona, 4-1, on Friday. If you weren't watching the 
game, you couldn't possibly have imagined who he'd been talking about. 

Remember, Hosmer spent years in Kansas City with powerful hitters like Mike 
Moustakas and Salvador Perez. He's shared a division with Miguel 
Cabrera and Jose Abreu, and a league with Mike Trout and Nelson Cruz. And 
Hosmer is teammates now with Wil Myers, and Paul Goldschmidt was in the D-
backs' lineup that night. Hosmer has seen his share of sluggers who can crush 
baseballs. 

The veteran first baseman wasn't talking about any of them. He was talking about 
relatively unknown rookie -- San Diego outfielder Franchy Cordero -- who in his 
39th career game had crushed a 489-foot blast, the longest home run tracked 
by Statcast™ in 2018, and the ninth longest since the system came online in '15. 
For those who follow such things, it was the latest exhibition of Cordero's elite 
tools in his brief career. For everyone else, let's introduce you to the most 
interesting player you don't know enough about.Apr. 20th, 2018 

There's a difference between being exciting and being good, of course, and for the 
moment, Cordero is more the former than the latter. In 139 career plate 
appearances, his line of .233/.277/.450 outlines serious issues in getting on base. 
Cordero has struck out in 41 percent of his plate appearances, and in the history 
of baseball, there's never been a hitter to have a season of at least 400 plate 
appearances while striking out that much. Even in the strikeout-happy world of 
2018, there's such a thing as too many strikeouts. 

But we'll get back to that part, because Cordero is only 23, and 139 career plate 
appearances is only a handful more than guys like Trout and George 
Springer have piled up in the first few weeks of this season alone. Let's focus on 
the tools. The tools are loud. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/franchy-cordero-obliterates-489-foot-home-run/c-273152142
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/519058/mike-moustakas
http://m.mlb.com/player/521692/salvador-perez
http://m.mlb.com/player/408234/miguel-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/408234/miguel-cabrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/547989/jose-abreu
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/443558/nelson-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.mlb.com/player/614173/franchy-cordero
https://www.mlb.com/news/franchy-cordero-obliterates-489-foot-home-run/c-273152142
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
https://atmlb.com/2vAQ2yl
https://bit.ly/2HKKS7P
http://m.mlb.com/player/543807/george-springer
http://m.mlb.com/player/543807/george-springer
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Almost no one hits the ball harder 

Hitting the ball hard is a skill. We've always known that, but it's a lot easier to 
quantify it now. When Cordero hit his monster home run vs. Arizona, it left the bat 
at 116.3 mph, making it the hardest-hit ball by a Padre since Statcast™ came 
online in 2015. He also has the second-hardest (115.5 mph) and fourth-hardest 
(115.1 mph) hits on that list, all in the past two weeks. Remember, Cordero has 
had 139 career plate appearances, and he's failed to make contact at all in nearly 
half of them -- yet he already owns the top of San Diego's leaderboard. 

Now, maybe that says more about the Padres than it does Cordero. Let's expand. 
Nearly 900 hitters have stepped to the plate in 2018. Only 16, or just over one 
percent, have hit a ball 115 mph. Only four have done it at least three times, and 
the other three hitters are probably exactly the three you would have 
guessed: Giancarlo Stanton, Aaron Judge and Joey Gallo. Cordero's there, too. 
You can't fake this. 

We got a taste of this last year.In only 99 plate appearances. Cordero had 49 
tracked balls in play, and five of them were hit at least 110 mph. That's as many 
as Kris Bryant had in 665 times to the plate. It's more than Cody Bellinger (three in 
548 plate appearances), Corey Seager (two in 613 plate appearances) or Joey 
Votto (one in 707 plate appearances). It's not something Billy Hamilton has done 
even once in over 1,600 plate appearances since 2015. 

There's more to life than exit velocity, of course. But there's a leaderboard with 
Stanton, Cordero, Judge and Gallo. This is a skill, and Cordero has it. 

Elite speed with the best in the game 

The other names on that exit velocity lists are good athletes, of course, but none 
of them are known for their speed. Cordero, meanwhile, had the most triples of 
anyone in the Minors in 2016, with 16, and the most triples of anyone in the 
Minors in 2017, with 18. (He'd add three more with the Padres.) Throw in six 
seasons of double-digit steals, and you figure he can move.Jun. 7th, 2017 

He can, of course, and this is another thing that we can do a better job of 
explaining now. We measure speed with a metric called "Sprint Speed," which is 
expressed in feet per second on a player's competitive runs. (Read more about 

https://atmlb.com/2qRt6pz
http://m.mlb.com/player/519317/giancarlo-stanton
http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
http://m.mlb.com/player/608336/joey-gallo
https://atmlb.com/2JdcyPB
http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/608369/corey-seager
http://m.mlb.com/player/458015/joey-votto
http://m.mlb.com/player/458015/joey-votto
http://m.mlb.com/player/571740/billy-hamilton
https://bit.ly/2Hn5eQU
https://bit.ly/2Hn5eQU
https://bit.ly/2Hm4tHU
https://bit.ly/2Hm4tHU
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/sprint-speed
https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-update-to-sprint-speed-boosts-trea-turner/c-272810784
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how it works here.) The Major League average is 27 feet per second, and the truly 
elite players can get over 30 feet per second. 

Last year, there were 548 qualified players. Cordero's Sprint Speed was 29.8 feet 
per second, making him easily the fastest player on the Padres and placing him 
15th overall -- or in the top three percent. This year, he's in the top 10 of 324 
qualifiers, or, again, in the top three percent. That's elite, game-changing speed. 
The triples say it, the eye test says it, and the data does, too. 

Quality defense despite inexperience 

There was a time where Cordero was among the worst defenders in the Minors. 
Signed as an infielder, he made 44 errors in 56 games at shortstop in 2012; two 
years later, he made 51 miscues in 56 games. The next year, Cordero began his 
transition to left field, and he first became a full-time center fielder in '16. 

That means that when Cordero made his Major League debut last year, he had 
barely more than a year of center-field experience under his belt. In a relatively 
small sample size… he was spectacular. 

The way we explain that is relatively simple; by looking at the difficulty of every 
batted ball hit to an outfielder, we can see how many chances an average 
outfielder would have been expected to make, and how many the fielder in 
question actually converted. By looking at the difference between the two 
numbers, we can get to value added… or not. 

In 2017, there were 180 outfielders with at least 40 catchable opportunities. Guess 
who added the most value. 

Catch percentage added, 2017 
+11 points, Cordero (84 percent expected catches, 95 percent made) 
+7 points, Byron Buxton (87 / 94) 
+7 points, Adam Engel (86, 83) 
+6 points, Kevin Kiermaier (89, 95) 
+6 points, Zack Granite (87, 93) 
+6 points, Leonys Martin (88, 94) 

https://www.mlb.com/news/2018-update-to-sprint-speed-boosts-trea-turner/c-272810784
https://atmlb.com/2qTEVLd
https://atmlb.com/2HLpJYG
https://atmlb.com/2qEUeIu
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/catch-probability
http://m.mlb.com/glossary/statcast/catch-probability
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/outs_above_average?type=player&amp;year=2017&amp;min=40
http://m.mlb.com/player/621439/byron-buxton
http://m.mlb.com/player/641553/adam-engel
http://m.mlb.com/player/595281/kevin-kiermaier
http://m.mlb.com/player/643335/zack-granite
http://m.mlb.com/player/547982/leonys-martin
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Buxton and Kiermaier are almost universally considered the two best defensive 
outfielders in the sport, so that's a nice list to be on -- with the obvious caveat that 
Cordero didn't play anywhere near as often as they did. 

Still, that kind of speed makes tracking down balls a little easier, and we saw what 
he could do when he turned this 39 percent Catch Probability play off the bat 
of Jose Peraza into an out:, 20 

… as well as 97 feet to make this nice running play to rob Travis Shaw.n. 18th, 
2017 

Of course, his misplay in the same Arizona game may have cost Tyson Ross a 
chance at a no-hitter. 

Ultimately, we don't know what Cordero will turn out to be. It's worth noting we had 
a lot of the same conversations after 2016 about Milwaukee's Keon Broxton -- 
strong defense, great exit velocity and a concern about strikeouts -- and after a 
disappointing '17, he's back in the Minors. On the other hand, Judge came up and 
struck out 44 percent of the time in a partial season in '16, before breaking out last 
year. 

Cordero is at least showing small signs of improving his plate discipline, cutting his 
swing rate as time goes on. 

He's still striking out too much -- 32.5 percent of the time in 2018. But in today's 
game, all you really need to do is get below 30 percent, if you have enough other 
tools, and Cordero surely has that. (His lopsided .243/.282/.514 line is above 
average, thanks to that power.) 

It's possible that like Broxton, Cordero might never make enough contact to let 
everything else shine. He might be nothing but unrealized potential. He's not a star 
-- not now, maybe not ever. He's exciting, however. He's interesting. He's got all 
the physical talent you could want, and he's only 23, capable of playing a strong 
center field, showing elite speed and next-level power. On a rebuilding Padres 
team with plenty of young talent on the way, Cordero might be the most 
fascinating name of all. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/606299/jose-peraza
http://m.mlb.com/player/543768/travis-shaw
https://www.mlb.com/news/tyson-ross-comes-up-four-outs-shy-of-no-hitter/c-273172820
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/542979/keon-broxton
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Lucchesi hits speed bump, offense goes frozen 

Justin Toscano MLB.com 
 
PHOENIX -- Padres rookie left-hander Joey Lucchesi let one mistake dictate the 
rest of an inning. It became the fatal blow in Sunday's 4-2 loss to the D-backs at 
Chase Field. 

With one out in the fourth inning, Lucchesi walked Paul Goldschmidt before A.J. 
Pollock singled. Pollock took off for second base moments later, and though 
Lucchesi realized it, he sailed the pickoff attempt over first baseman Eric Hosmer's 
head, allowing Goldschmidt to score. 

"I had a changeup grip and I realized he was running by the way he was leaning, 
and I realized it midway when my leg was up and I just threw it like that," Lucchesi 
said. "I thought if I just softly threw it, it'd be fine, but I just threw it really bad."2nd,  

Had he regrouped, that could've marked the end of the damage. 

But on the very next pitch, Nick Ahmed took Lucchesi deep to left field. The pitch 
Ahmed hit out was one of Lucchesi's "churves," which are a mix of the changeup 
and curveball. 

Perhaps still shaken, Lucchesi walked the next batter, Deven Marrero. Marrero 
stole second, advanced to third on a groundout and scored when Lucchesi gave 
up a single to Patrick Corbin, the opposing pitcher. It could have been a scoreless 
game with two outs in the inning. 

"He's got him picked off, he's got the opportunity to have him picked off at second 
base there," Padres manager Andy Green. "Hosmer is about as good as anybody 
in the game at coming off the bag and firing a bullet to second base to get Pollock. 
I think if he gets him there, it's a different inning." 

Instead, it was 4-0 D-backs. 

"If I didn't throw that ball away, it's like two outs, then I focus up and strike out that 
dude, and it would've been fine," Lucchesi said. "Just a little focus problem right 
there." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/502671/paul-goldschmidt
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/605113/nick-ahmed
http://m.mlb.com/player/571918/deven-marrero
http://m.mlb.com/player/571578/patrick-corbin
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Unfortunately for Lucchesi, his teammates couldn't pick him up. The Padres 
mustered just three hits in the loss, along with striking out 15 times. Lucchesi 
didn't have his best command, though. He issued four walks, which allowed the D-
backs to drive up his pitch count and get a longer look at his stuff. 

And he let a mistake stay in his head much longer than it should have. 

"He's had better obviously," Green said of Lucchesi's outing. "We got a ton of 
confidence in Joey and expect him to be really good for us for a long period of 
time." 

But on Sunday, a brief lapse of focus allowed an error to become a four-run 
inning. 

"I kind of let it get to my head when I shouldn't have because I could've gotten out 
of that with minimal damage," Lucchesi said. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Villanueva lifts off: With two outs in the sixth inning, Wil Myers struck out on a wild 
pitch, but managed to reach first base. The next batter, Christian Villanueva, 
blasted a two-run home run. The Padres struggled mightily at the plate on 
Sunday, but Villanueva's homer gave them a chance to perhaps make a 
comeback.pr. 22nd, 2018 

"He continues to have great at-bats for us. He hits balls hard, the opposite-field 
home run, the double down the line. He's hitting breaking balls, he's hitting 
fastballs. He's doing a heck of a job, it's fun to watch that," Green said. 

Ahmed flashes leather: Myers stepped up to the plate to lead off the ninth inning 
with the Padres down two runs. He hit a hard grounder to shortstop, but Ahmed 
made a great diving stop and quickly threw out Myers at first.. 22nd, 2018 

The play loomed large as the next batter, Villanueva, doubled down the left-field 
line. 

"If that ball gets through, and you have a double down the line for the next guy, 
you got the heart of your order coming up and it's a one-run ballgame," Green 
said. "That's why big defensive plays change the complexion of ballgames." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva


  

 23 

HE SAID IT 
"It's tough, because from a team standpoint, you want to be a guy to break the 
team [slump] up and get the big hit to loosen everybody up. Individually, it's the 
same battle. You want to get the hit to feel good and gain some ground in the box. 
Right now, it's just not happening. We got to continue to put the work in and trust 
it, and hope it turns." -- Hosmer, on the Padres' struggles at the plate 

UP NEXT 
The Padres will visit the Colorado Rockies for a three-game series, beginning at 
5:40 PT on Monday night. The matchup has been heated this season and 
frustrations came to a head when the two clubs brawled in the final game of the 
last set they played. Bryan Mitchell will take the mound for the Padres. Through 19 
2/3 innings over four starts, he's walked 17 batters. The Padres will face Rockies 
righty Chad Bettis, who has given up just one run in his last two starts. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
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Corbin fans 11 in 6 innings, D-backs win 7th straight series 
 
AP 
 
PHOENIX -- Rack up another series victory for the Arizona Diamondbacks and 
another dominant win for Patrick Corbin. 
 
The left-hander struck out 11 in six innings to improve to 4-0 in five starts, and the 
Diamondbacks became the first team in 15 years to win their first seven series of 
a season with a 4-2 victory over the San Diego Padres on Sunday. 
 

"The pitching once again led the way for us today and that once again fell right on 
Patrick Corbin," Arizona manager Torey Lovullo said. 

Nick Ahmed hit a two-run homer for the Diamondbacks, who took the last two from 
the Padres after losing the series opener. 
 
The last team to win its first seven series was the San Francisco Giants in 2003. 
NL West-leading Arizona's 15-6 record matches the franchise's best start after 21 
games. 
 

"Every time we go out there, we're in every game," Corbin said. "I don't know one 
game we've not been in. If we keep them close, our offense is going come around 
and put up some runs." 

Corbin, coming off a one-hit shutout of San Francisco on Tuesday night, allowed 
two hits, one of them a two-run homer to Christian Villanueva, and walked one. He 
also singled in the last run in the Diamondbacks' four-run fourth inning. 
Again displaying a dominant slider combined with an effective fastball and a 
slower version of his breaking ball, Corbin has 48 strikeouts (and just six walks) in 
his 33 1/3 innings. 

"A really good slider," the Padres' Eric Hosmer said. "He has a lot more run on the 
fastball than I remember. I thought he had that curveball as kind of a bail-out pitch 
at certain times. There is a reason he is having the start that he is with those 
breaking balls, (the) movement and location that he has. He is a tough at-bat." 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/ari/arizona-diamondbacks
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31313/patrick-corbin
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32355/nick-ahmed
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sf/san-francisco-giants
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31873/christian-villanueva
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
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Archie Bradley survived some trouble to get the final four outs for his second save. 
The shortstop Ahmed made a diving stop to get the first out in the ninth. 
Villanueva then doubled and moved to third on Eric Hosmer's groundout before 
Bradley struck out Jose Pirela to end the game. 
Villanueva's seventh home run of the season came on an 0-2 pitch after Corbin 
struck out Wil Myers but the ball sailed to the backstop and Myers reached safely, 
avoiding what would have been the third out. 
 
Rookie Joey Lucchesi (2-1) gave up four runs on five hits. He struck out four and 
walked four. 
Arizona broke a scoreless tie with Lucchesi's help in a four-run fourth. 

Paul Goldschmidt drew a leadoff walk and A.J. Pollock singled. With one out and 
runners at first and third, Pollock broke for second and Lucchesi threw the ball 
wildly over the first baseman Myers' head. Goldschmidt scored and Pollock raced 
to third. The next batter, Ahmed, hit a two-run shot into the Arizona bullpen down 
the left field line and the Diamondbacks were up 3-0. 
 

"I think I had him (Pollock) picked off but I obviously threw it away," Lucchesi said, 
"and I let it bother me the next pitch and I threw an off-speed right over the plate. I 
kind of let it get to me head when I shouldn't have. I could have got out of that with 
minimal damage." 

Deven Marrero followed with a walk, stole second and scored on Corbin's two-out 
single up the middle to make it 4-0. 
 
Corbin struck out the first two he faced in the fourth, and got Myers to wave at a 
slider that bounced far off the plate. By the time catcher Jeff Mathis chased it 
down, Myers was on first, the inning was still alive and Villanueva was at the plate. 
 

After his double and homer on Sunday, Villanueva is batting .355 with seven 
homers, five doubles and 16 RBI. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32518/archie-bradley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30817/jose-pirela
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/39876/joey-lucchesi
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31027/paul-goldschmidt
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30699/aj-pollock
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32660/deven-marrero
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5921/jeff-mathis
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Padres: 1B Myers started after taking Saturday off as the Padres ease him back 
following his return from the 10-day DL (nerve irritation in his right arm) on Friday. 

Diamondbacks: Lovullo said after the game that 3B Jake Lamb will be shut down 
for "a couple days" after an MRI revealed right elbow tendinitis. The D-backs had 
hoped Lamb would return on their upcoming trip. ... OF Steven Souza Jr., who has 
yet to play because of a strained right pectoral muscle, resumed throwing 
exercises on Sunday. 
UP NEXT 

Padres: San Diego opens a three-game series at Colorado on Monday night, 
going with RHP Bryan Mitchell (0-2, 5.03) against the Rockies' Chad Bettis (3-0, 
1.44). 
Diamondbacks: Arizona has Monday off, and then opens a three-game set in 
Philadelphia on Tuesday night. The Diamondbacks will go with LHP Robbie 
Ray (2-0, 4.98) against Phillies RHP Vince Velasquez (1-2, 3.80). 
 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32742/jake-lamb
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30632/steven-souza-jr
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31910/bryan-mitchell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32175/robbie-ray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32175/robbie-ray
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31878/vince-velasquez
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Padres, Rockies meet for the first time since bench-clearing incident 

Fox Sports 

DENVER — A scheduling oddity created a third early-season series between 
the San Diego Padres and Colorado Rockies. 

A question looms over the quirk about whether anything will carryover from the 
last meeting. 

Twitter Ads info and privacySan Diego opens a three-game series at Colorado 
Monday night and it will take place less than two weeks after the teams engaged 
in a benches-clearing brawl. 

Monday is the 10th meeting between the two. In the ninth meeting on April 11, 
Padres starter Luis Perdomo threw a 96 mph fastball behind Nolan Arenado in the 
third inning, Arenado charged the mound, threw punches at Perdomo and a melee 
ensued. 

Arenado was suspended for five games and finished serving the suspension last 
week. Rockies outfielder Gerardo Parra was suspended four games for his part in 
the fight. 

Parra began serving that suspension Sunday and will miss the three-game series 
with the Padres. 

The Padres were upset that Rockies pitchers hit four of their batters — one on 
April 2 and another on April 3 at San Diego, another on April 10 and one more in 
the second inning after Perdomo hit Rockies shortstop Trevor Story with a pitch in 
the first. Perdomo won’t be involved in this series, since the Padres optioned him 
to Triple-A El Paso on Thursday. 

Asked about the possibility of another incident, Arenado said: 

“Hopefully another one doesn’t happen. I don’t know what’s going to happen. If it 
happens again, I can’t really predict that. 

“But I hope I don’t get thrown at on purpose. We’ll see. I don’t plan to fight, but I 
don’t know what’s going to happen.” 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/colorado-rockies-team
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/nolan-arenado-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/gerardo-parra-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/trevor-story-player-stats
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Rockies second baseman DJ LeMahieu said he thought “tensions will still be high” 
but the teams are likely done fighting. Asked whether the Padres aggression is the 
result of a young team trying to establish itself, LeMahieu pointed the finger at 
Padres manager Andy Green. 

“I think their manager thinks he has to act a certain way,” LeMahieu said. “I don’t 
think that comes from the players. I think the players play the game the right way.” 

Chad Bettis, who is 3-0 with a 1.44 ERA will start for the Rockies against Bryan 
Mitchell, who is 0-2 with a 5.03 ERA and has 17 walks and seven strikeouts in 19 
2/3 innings in his four starts. 

The Rockies are unbeaten in Bettis’ starts, and he is 2-0, 0.63 in his past two 
games, allowing one earned run in 14 1/3 innings in that stretch. 

Bettis, who is 4-2, 2.96 in 12 starts against the Padres, beat them and Mitchell on 
April 2 at San Diego. 

In Colorado’s 7-4 win that night, Bettis gave up two runs in five innings, while 
Mitchell allowed a season-high five runs in five innings. 

Mitchell, who is 0-1, 9.00 in one start against the Rockies, gave up three runs and 
five hits in six innings against the Los Angeles Dodgers on Tuesday in his last 
start but wasn’t involved in the decision as the Padres lost 7-3 in 12 innings. 

Losers of three of their past four games, the Rockies (12-11) are 3-6 at Coors 
Field and have dropped their first three home series this season, losing two of 
three games in each series. In a 9-7 loss Sunday to the Chicago Cubs, the 
Rockies scored their most runs since the 7-4 win at San Diego on April 2. 

The Padres (8-15) have lost five of their past six games and have scored 18 runs 
in that stretch. Eric Hosmer was 0-for-3 as the Padres struck out 15 times in 
Sunday’s 4-2 loss at Arizona. 

Hosmer is hitting .241 overall but is 3-for-28 since getting two hits in the last 
meeting with the Rockies. 

“It’s tough because from a team standpoint, you want to be a guy to break the 
team (slump) up and get the big hit to loosen everybody up,” Hosmer told 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/dj-lemahieu-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/chad-bettis-player-stats
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reporters. “Individually, it’s the same battle. You want to get the hit to feel good 
and gain some ground in the box. Right now, it’s just not happening. We got to 
continue to put the work in and trust it, and hope it turns.” 

The Rockies are 4-3 against the Padres this season, having won three of four at 
San Diego and lost two of three at Coors Field. Hosmer went 6-for-12 in the last 
series at Colorado when the Padres scored 16 runs. 
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Andy’s Address, 4/22 
Thoughts on Joey Lucchesi, Luis Perdomo, Franchy Cordero 

By Bill Center 

Joey Lucchesi makes his fifth start Sunday in Arizona and Padres manager Andy 
Green recently discussed the rookie left-hander. 

“Lucchesi was on my radar last year,” said Green. “We talk a lot internally about our 
young guys coming up through the system. He was the young guy who was going 
to come the fastest. He was the one we knew was the most advanced and the one 
we felt could pitch in the big leagues really quickly because of his deception.” 

“Joey did nothing but re-affirm that in spring training. He threw the ball very well all 
through spring. He rarely had a hiccup and when he didn’t have his stuff, he was 
able to keep us in ballgames. That’s the sign of a guy who has a chance to have a 
really good career. When you are off and nothing is working for you, can you still 
put up a three or four run performance in six innings and give your team a chance 
to win a baseball game instead of cascading into an eight or nine-run performance. 
He did that several times in spring. He did that last year. He gives his team a 
chance to win baseball games.” 

“That’s all you can really ask for.” 

Green discussed Luis Perdomo after sending the right-handed starter to Triple-A El 
Paso to get back on track. 

“It was time,” said Green of Perdomo. “I don’t mean that in a bad sense. Luis has 
done everything we’ve asked as far as giving effort and attention to detail. He 
pushes himself incredibly hard.” 

“But he skipped a lot of steps in the development cycle and we hoped we would not 
have to go back and revisit those steps. It just became apparent to us during the 
early season that Luis now taking those steps is going to be productive for him.” 
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“So how long is he down? There wasn’t this ‘Hey, we’ll see you in two weeks’ and it 
wasn’t ‘Hey, we’ll see you in two years,’ either. It’s go down, execute, pitch well 
and when the time comes, we’ll bring you back. He took it very well, very 
professionally. Sometimes, that first send down is really tough for guys, but he was 
really mature about it and understands.” 

“Roy Halladay got sent back to Single-A, Greg Maddux got sent down a couple 
times. There are a lot of guys who turned into really good pitchers who had to go 
back to the minor leagues at some point in time He sees himself as a very good 
pitcher. We see him that way. It’s going to be good to check a couple boxes in the 
development cycle now.” 

“It’s just consistency. He’ll give you flashes of excellence. It’s just consistency that 
has to racchet up. The last game, it was no secondary pitches. He didn’t have the 
slider and didn’t have the changeup. They weren’t giving him the inside corner to 
lefties, so he had to go out over and they were living out over there with him. That’s 
where he kind of got beat up that day.” 

“Another day, it might be something a little bit different. For him, it’s just 
consistency, being the same pitcher every day. The focus was here, the truth is he 
wasn’t getting it done. Now he can go down and maybe do some things 
mechanically that we wouldn’t have asked him to do while he was competing in the 
big leagues. Outside of that . . game plan, mindset, attack. Mechanically would be 
the only thing and that’s not the immediate focus. We have a couple things we’ve 
thought about, but nothing we’ve pushed yet.” 

Green spoke about what Franchy Cordero can become. 

“Franchy shows flashes,” said Green. “We want that consistency with him. If he 
lowers the chase and puts the ball in play that’s in his zone, he’s going to be as 
productive as anybody in the National League West. It is loud contact. There’s so 
much to like, it’s just a matter of forcing him into the strike zone.” 

“I’ve seen at-bats where he has done that and I’ve seen at-bats where he hasn’t. So 
you’re just looking for consistency. Plate discipline. Just swinging at strikes and 
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taking balls. There’s no magic formula. Just constant repetition, constant at-bats. 
Are you going to learn what they are doing? Are you going to make adjustments?” 

“He’s shown some times where he is learning. A lot of last series when he 
struggled, he missed his pitch a few times. When you get your pitch, put a good 
swing on it and put it in play. I look forward to watching him get hot. Wil 
Myers and Eric Hosmer have exceptional tools. Outside of those two guys, there’s 
nobody who is going to get as hot as Franchy can get. He’s got game-changing 
ability.” 

Green spoke about his bullpen: 

“The bullpen got a lot of mileage on them over the 17 straight days,” said Green. 
“They are all healthy, they are all ready to go. They all feel good. Robbie Erlin is 
back and available now. We should be at full strength. Robbie right now is in the 
bullpen.” 

And he addressed how he uses pinch-hitters and what steps Christian 
Villanueva needs to take to protect his hands when pitched inside: 

“I’m always willing to use our leverage pinch-hitter in the fifth inning of a game if the 
bases are loaded,” said Green. “I don’t hold a guy just for the ninth based on the 
fear of a certain bullpen arm when it’s leverage, we know who we are going to.” 

“Villanueva can start protecting himself by wearing a pad over his hand or his wrist. 
There are a lot of hitters who do that. Some guys carry their hands into that spot 
and they need to wear something to protect it. I hesitate to ask him to change 
anything else because he’s been pretty production so far.” 
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