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                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Tyler Skaggs puts Angels in a hole that leaves Mike Scioscia to try something 
new 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — Although the first position player to pitch for Mike Scioscia may have put a light-hearted 
end to the Angels’ 7-0 loss to the Oakland A’s on Saturday night, it wasn’t enough to detract from the 
troubling start. 

Tyler Skaggs gave up seven runs in his first start off the disabled list with a sore groin, and afterward he 
didn’t sound thrilled with how he’d felt. 

“It was OK,” Skaggs said of his groin. 

Asked if he’d be able to make his next start, Skaggs said: “See how I come out of it tomorrow.” 

Scioscia had earlier said: “I just don’t think he felt 100 percent. That’s obvious.” 

By allowing seven runs in 3-1/3 innings, Skaggs put the Angels in a hole and their hitters couldn’t do 
anything against journeyman Edwin Jackson to get out. They had three hits in 7-1/3 innings against 
Jackson. 

By the ninth inning, the situation was so dire — especially with the Angels facing a bullpen game on 
Sunday — that Scioscia resorted to using catcher Francisco Arcia on the mound. 

Scioscia had never used a position player to pitch in his 19 years as the Angels manager. He had always 
insisted he wasn’t philosophically against it, but the situation just hadn’t come up. 

The Angels hadn’t used a position player to pitch — other than Shohei Ohtani, of course — since Chili 
Davis in 1993. It was the longest such streak in the majors. 

Arcia, who had pitched in Triple-A this year, retired the side on eight pitches, topping out at 73 mph. He 
allowed just an infield hit. He said they were all “BP fastballs.” 

“It was fun,” he said. “It was like Little League.” 

Arcia saved an inning of work for the bullpen ahead of Sunday’s game, when the Angels are going to use 
all relievers to fill the void left by injured Nick Tropeano. 

Suddenly, there’s reason to be concerned that maybe Skaggs will follow Tropeano to the DL. He’s 
already been on the DL twice and missed a start without going on the DL a third time. A 10-day DL stint 
with a sore left groin just ended for Saturday’s start. 
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In his outing before going on the DL, on July 31, he had allowed a career-worst 10 runs. He said he 
started to feel his groin tighten up during a 33-pitch inning in which he got only one out. 

At the time the Angels placed him on the DL, Skaggs was confident that they’d caught it early enough 
that he’d be OK after missing one start. 

But when he took the mound on Saturday, he was in trouble from the start. Skaggs allowed three 
homers, including two to noted Angels killer Marcus Semien. Semien’s first was a three-run homer in the 
second that put the Angels in a 4-0 hole. His second gave him 13 homers against the Angels, his most 
against any opponent. 

After Semien’s second homer, in the fourth, Skaggs gave up two more singles and then he was pulled 
from the game. 

“I’m not going to sugarcoat it,” he said. “I didn’t feel 100 percent, but at the same time I feel like I could 
have went out there and contributed to the team. Today I definitely didn’t contribute. If anything I made 
it worse. I definitely put the bullpen in a tough situation for today and tomorrow.” 

Sunday’s bullpen game is part of a stretch in which the Angels have no off days until Aug. 20. 

With that in mind, Scioscia saved an inning from his bullpen by using Arcia to pitch the ninth. It was the 
latest accomplishment for Arcia, who last month made history by collecting 10 RBIs in his first two big 
league games, all after 12 years in the minors. 

“He was pumped for it,” Scioscia said. “He got three outs. He did a good job.” 

 

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani passes another test on way back from arm injury 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — As Shohei Ohtani continues to attempt to pitch again this season, the steps of his rehab will 
mostly fall into two categories: no news or bad news. 

So in that sense, his uneventful bullpen session on Saturday afternoon was just what the Angels wanted 
to see. 

Ohtani was supposed to throw about 20 pitches off the mound, to a catcher standing up, and he ended 
up throwing 23, including two sliders and two curves. It was his first time throwing off a mound since he 
was diagnosed with a damaged ulnar collateral ligament on June 7. 

“Obviously I’m not 100 percent yet, but I felt a lot better than I expected,” Ohtani said through his 
interpreter. 

Ohtani also said he’s “confident” than he can make it back to pitch this year. 
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“Today was a big first step,” he said. “Everything went well.” 

It’s not determined what’s next, although it would presumably be a traditional bullpen session with the 
catcher squatting behind the plate. 

So far Ohtani has hit no snags in his pitching rehab. 

“It’s been terrific,” Manager Mike Scioscia said before Saturday’s workout. “I think he’s feeling very 
comfortable everything is sound in his elbow. As we continue to test it moving forward in the next 
couple weeks, we’ll get a better idea exactly where he is.” 

Although the Angels are on the fringes of the playoff race, they are carefully pushing Ohtani to pitch, 
with the doctors’ blessing, for at least a couple reasons. 

First, if he’s going to need surgery, they’d rather find out now than in the spring. Second, seeing what he 
can do now will help with the winter preparation, for the team and Ohtani. 

“There is a peace of mind a pitcher gets knowing he’s gone out there and throw the ball the way they 
would in a game, whether it’s a simulated environment or pitching in a game,” Scioscia said. “It gives 
you peace of mind for the offseason, but it’s not something you can force.” 

GOOD IMPRESSION 

Right-hander Taylor Cole, who will be the first reliever to pitch in a bullpen game on Sunday, has allowed 
three runs in 17 innings so far with the Angels. 

“Taylor is an interesting guy,” Scioscia said earlier this week. “He’s multi dimensional. He can give you 
multi innings in the pen. He’s got a power changeup and slider to go with a really good fastball. He’s got 
some plus out pitches, a plus fastball.” 

Cole, 28, signed a minor league deal with the Angels just before spring training. He had pitched one 
major league inning previously with the Toronto Blue Jays. He was charged with four runs. He also 
suffered a broken toe in that game. 

“I learned a lot from my experience in just one inning last year,” Cole said Saturday. “It didn’t go the way 
I wanted it to. I was able to reflect on things I could adjust to make things better for me.” 

Cole said Triple-A pitching coach Erik Bennett and Nagy have both helped bring out the best in him this 
year. 

“Those guys have been awesome,” Cole said. “Benny has done a great job of helping me get better at 
my strengths and trusting my stuff. I’ve been able to run with that.” 

ALSO 

Matt Shoemaker (forearm nerve surgery) threw another bullpen session on Saturday. Shoemaker will 
still have to throw an extended bullpen session with breaks to simulate multiple innings — an “up-down 
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bullpen” — before he can move forward to pitching in minor league games. Scioscia said when 
Shoemaker was rehabbing this injury last year, he didn’t feel the symptoms until he got up to 40 or 50 
pitches… 

Nick Tropeano (shoulder) still hasn’t thrown since going on the DL on Tuesday, Scioscia said. 

Scioscia said Andrew Heaney is pitching on Monday instead of Sunday simply because the Angels 
wanted to give him an extra day of rest. “These guys are getting to a stage where if we can give them 
the extra day, we want to take advantage of it,” he said. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Taylor Cole, 0-2, 1.59) vs. A’s (RHP Trevor Cahill, 4-3, 3.12), Sunday, 1 p.m., Fox Sports West, 
KLAA (830 AM). 

 

                 FROM LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Nothing adds up for Angels in 7-0 loss to Athletics 

By Jeff Miller 

In a game the Angels really needed to win Saturday, they never even led. 

They were barely as good as tied, in fact, the 0-0 starting point lasting only seven pitches. 

Because, on Tyler Skaggs’ eighth, Matt Chapman singled home Marcus Semien and Oakland was on its 
way to a 7-0 thumping that ended whatever smidgen of resurgence the Angels had assembled. 

So instead of celebrating another victory, Angels fans had to be content witnessing history, catcher 
Francisco Arcia becoming the first position player to pitch for the franchise in more than a quarter 
century. 

But for something so rare, Arcia’s performance was strangely pedestrian. Pitching the ninth inning, he 
retired three of the four A’s he faced — Stephen Piscotty had an infield single — on only eight pitches. 
He topped out at 73.4 mph. 

The Angels hadn’t used a full-time position player on the mound since Chili Davis worked two scoreless 
innings on June 17, 1993, in an 18-2 loss to Texas. That had been the longest such streak in baseball. 

Other than that, there wasn’t much to remember for the Angels, who edged closer to extinction. 

Sure, the odds are stacked against them as convincingly as the standings are at the moment. But until 
mathematical elimination or September arrives, few baseball teams will willingly concede defeat. 
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Then Saturday happened at Angel Stadium, Skaggs struggling badly for the second consecutive start in a 
season that, for him at least, had been progressing so pleasantly not long ago. 

Just off the disabled list, he gave up seven runs on 10 hits in lasting only 31/3 innings again. Semien had 
three hits, two homers, four RBIs and three runs scored off Skaggs all by himself. 

The Angels entered Saturday having won four in a row, matching their best stretch since early June. 

They gained two games on the A’s during the winning streak to close to within 91/2 games for the 
American League’s second wild-card spot. 

But with only 44 games remaining and continuing to loiter around .500, the Angels hardly have the look 
of a contender. 

Instead, they appear to be a team bound for an uncertain offseason, which will include a managerial 
switch and a roster retooling. 

Still, baseball history is littered with teams overcoming sizable deficits in August and September, and the 
Angels’ next seven games after this series come at San Diego and Texas, teams that are a combined 41 
games below .500. 

But then the schedule turns unfriendly, with 24 of their final 36 games against teams with winning 
records. 

In other words, if the Angels are going to squeeze any more intrigue out of this fading season, sweeping 
the A’s would have been a great way to start, followed by blanking the Padres and Rangers. 

Now, they’re back to facing a 101/2-game deficit and looking to salvage a series triumph on a day when 
they’ll pitch a string of relievers because they’re down one starter. 

Skaggs hadn’t allowed an earned run in two starts and 131/3 innings against the A’s this season. He won 
both those starts as part of a first half that had him receiving consideration for the All-Star Game. 

But a pair of adductor strains have helped derail Skaggs of late, his last two starts — separated by a stint 
on the disabled list — particularly difficult. 

On July 31, he permitted 10 earned runs while retiring only 10 Tampa Bay Rays in a game the Angels 
would lose, 10-6. Of the last eight innings Skaggs has started, only one has been scoreless. 

The Angels managed just a double each from Justin Upton and Kaleb Cowart and a single from Albert 
Pujols in Jackson’s 71/3 innings. 

And that’s the sort of game this was Saturday. Well, that, plus this: 

On a night when the Angels needed their starting pitcher to be very good, things went so sour that their 
closing pitcher was their backup catcher. 
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Shohei Ohtani takes step forward toward returning to mound for Angels 

By Jeff Miller 

Shohei Ohtani lightly tossed 23 pitches in the bullpen Saturday, in a vacant Angel Stadium and three 
hours before teammate Tyler Skaggs fired the first pitch that actually counted. 

That didn’t make Ohtani’s session any less significant, the rookie throwing from a mound for the first 
time since striking out Kansas City’s Abraham Almonte to end the fourth inning here on June 6. 

The next day, Ohtani was diagnosed with a grade 2 sprain of the ulnar collateral ligament in his right 
elbow and he received platelet-rich plasma and stem-cell injections to aid healing and attempt to avoid 
surgery. 

His measured session Saturday marked the next stride down a road the Angels hope ends with Ohtani 
pitching in a game again before the season is over. 

“As we continue to test it moving forward over the next couple weeks,” manager Mike Scioscia said, 
“we’ll get a better idea of where he is.” 

Once he was finished in the bullpen, Ohtani began preparing to start as the designated hitter against 
Oakland. With Mike Trout out with a wrist injury, Ohtani batted third. 

Though his pitching workout was brief and at less than full speed, Ohtani was closely monitored by the 
assembled media. Pitching coach Charles Nagy deflected questions by explaining that Ohtani basically 
did nothing more than play a glorified game of catch. 

“There haven’t been any adjustments” to Ohtani’s schedule, Scioscia said. “I think he’s been terrific. He’s 
feeling very, very comfortable with the fact that everything is sound in his elbow.” 

The Angels have not been told that Ohtani will need surgery. If that changes over the next few weeks, 
he’d miss all of 2019 as a pitcher. 

Meanwhile he entered Saturday hitting .271 with 12 home runs and 32 RBIs, though just .250 since 
returning to the lineup July 3. 

Given the typical timetable for recovery from elbow ligament replacement surgery, the team has time to 
try further injections before risking Ohtani missing part of the 2020 season. 

“Our main focus is Shohei’s health,” Scioscia said. “That’s best for him and that’s best for us.” 

Short hops 

Matt Shoemaker (forearm surgery) threw his most intense bullpen session yet Saturday but still isn’t 
ready for a rehabilitation assignment. …Reliever Akeel Morris was optioned back to triple-A Salt Lake to 
make room for Skaggs. 
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Skaggs hit hard, bats go quiet in loss to A’s 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Tyler Skaggs was activated off the disabled list on Saturday after missing nine games with a 
left adductor strain, but his performance against the A's suggested that he hasn't fully put the injury 
behind him. 

Skaggs was charged with seven runs on 10 hits -- including a season-high three home runs -- over 3 1/3 
innings in his first start since July 31, sinking the Angels to a 7-0 loss to the A's at Angel Stadium. Both 
Skaggs and manager Mike Scioscia acknowledged afterward that the 27-year-old left-hander wasn't 
pitching at full strength. 

"I'm not going to sugarcoat it," Skaggs said. "I didn't feel 100 percent, but at the same time, I felt like I 
could have went out there and contributed to the team. Today, I definitely didn't contribute. If anything, 
I made it worse." 

Skaggs has been battling an adductor strain throughout the season and has already landed on the 
disabled list twice because of the injury. Asked if he thinks he'll be able to take his next turn in the 
rotation, Skaggs said, "We'll see how I come out of it tomorrow." 

Skaggs had been seeking to atone for his career-worst start against the Rays on July 31, when he 
allowed 10 runs over 3 1/3 innings, but he instead saw his uncharacteristic skid carry over into 
Saturday's outing. He has now surrendered 17 runs over 6 2/3 innings over his last two starts after 
posting a 2.62 ERA across his first 19 outings of the season. 

"I don't know if Skaggsy felt that great," Scioscia said. "Obviously, he missed some time with the groin. It 
didn't look like it was very crisp. On a night that we needed some innings out of him, unfortunately, he 
couldn't get to a certain point in the game. But he battled hard, missed some spots, wasn't very crisp 
and those guys hit the ball well." 

With a bullpen game looming on Sunday, Scioscia decided to ease the load on his relievers by having 
backup catcher Francisco Arcia pitch the ninth inning. Arcia became the first position player to pitch for 
the Angels since Chili Davis on June 17, 1993, snapping the longest drought in baseball. 

Throwing only "BP fastballs" that topped out at 73.4 mph, Arcia worked around an infield single 
by Stephen Piscotty to post a scoreless inning on eight pitches. 

"Fun," Arcia said with a grin. "It was like Little League." 

The Angels' offense endured its own share of struggles against right-hander Edwin Jackson, who yielded 
only three hits en route to working 7 1/3 scoreless innings for Oakland. Jackson faced little trouble until 
the eighth, when Kaleb Cowart delivered a leadoff double. One batter later, Eric Young Jr. walked to put 
runners on first and second with one out. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/516472/francisco-arcia
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/angels-catcher-francisco-arcia-pitches-against-athletics/c-289974554
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/angels-catcher-francisco-arcia-pitches-against-athletics/c-289974554
http://m.mlb.com/player/572039/stephen-piscotty
http://m.mlb.com/player/429719/edwin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
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Still, the Angels were unable to capitalize, as reliever Ryan Buchter entered the game and struck 
out Kole Calhoun and Jefry Marte to shut down the threat. The Angels came back to load the bases with 
no outs in the ninth, but Emilio Pagan coaxed a flyout from David Fletcher, a popout from Cowart and 
groundout from Jose Briceno to end the game and preserve the A's shutout. 

The loss snapped the Angels' four-game winning streak and dropped them back to .500 at 59-59. 

The A's got on the board in the first inning after Marcus Semien doubled and scored on Matt Chapman's 
RBI single. Semien, a frequent tormentor of the Angels, struck again in the second, hooking a first-pitch 
curveball just inside the left-field foul pole for a three-run home run that extended the A's lead to 4-0. 

In the third, Skaggs misplaced a two-seam fastball to Khris Davis, who crushed it out to right-center field 
for a solo home run. The A's continued to threaten after Mark Canha singled and Chad Pinder drew a 
two-out walk, but Skaggs struck out Ramon Laureano swinging to end the inning. 

Still, Skaggs couldn't work his way through the fourth. After surrendering a second home run to Semien, 
Skaggs gave up back-to-back singles to Chapman and Jed Lowrie, putting runners on the corners with 
one out. Scioscia subsequently replaced Skaggs with Hansel Robles, who allowed an inherited runner to 
score on Davis' RBI single before inducing an inning-ending double play from pinch-hitter Matt Olson. 

"I think it was just all over the place today," Skaggs said. "I made a lot of bad pitches. It's just one of 
those days. We'll get them tomorrow." 

UP NEXT 
The Angels will close out their three-game series against the A's on Sunday afternoon at 1:07 p.m. PT at 
Angel Stadium. Right-handed reliever Taylor Cole (0-2, 1.59 ERA) will start the Angels' bullpen game and 
battle Oakland righty Trevor Cahill (4-2, 3.12 ERA). It will be Cole's first career MLB start and his first 
appearance against the A's. Cole will fill the spot in the Angels' rotation left by Nick Tropeano, who 
landed on the disabled list on Tuesday with right shoulder inflammation. 

 

Ohtani another step closer to returning to pitch 

Righty throws off mound for first time since receiving injections for elbow 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Shohei Ohtani took a small but significant step forward in his rehab on Saturday, throwing 
off the mound for the first time since receiving stem-cell and platelet-rich plasma injections to treat a 
sprained ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow on June 7. 

Ohtani tossed 23 pitches to a standing catcher during his light bullpen session, mixing in fastballs, sliders 
and curveballs. Ohtani, who has not pitched for the Angels since June 6, is readjusting to the slope of the 
mound, but he is expected to gradually ramp up the intensity of his workouts and could potentially 
return to pitch in September, barring any setbacks. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/488748/ryan-buchter
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/641941/emilio-pagan
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/543760/marcus-semien
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/501981/khris-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/592192/mark-canha
http://m.mlb.com/player/640461/chad-pinder
http://m.mlb.com/player/657656/ramon-laureano
http://m.mlb.com/player/476704/jed-lowrie
http://m.mlb.com/player/570663/hansel-robles
http://m.mlb.com/player/621566/matt-olson
http://m.mlb.com/player/518566/taylor-cole
http://m.mlb.com/player/502239/trevor-cahill
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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"I feel pretty confident in coming back," Ohtani said. "Today was a big first step. Everything went well, so 
I'm just going to keep taking the next steps to get back." 

Manager Mike Scioscia said Ohtani's recovery has gone about as well as the Angels could have hoped for 
so far. 

"He's been terrific," Scioscia said. "I think that he's feeling very, very comfortable with the fact that 
everything is sound in his elbow. As we continue to test it moving forward in the next couple weeks, 
we'll get a better idea of exactly where he is." 

Ohtani logged a 3.10 ERA with 61 strikeouts over 49 1/3 innings in nine outings for the Angels before the 
elbow injury derailed his two-way experiment. The 24-year-old rookie spent a month on the disabled list 
before returning exclusively as a hitter on July 3. Though it's been more than two months since his last 
pitching appearance, Ohtani has developed into an impact bat for the Angels, hitting .273 with an .887 
OPS, 12 home runs and five stolen bases in 62 games as a left-handed slugger. 

With only 44 games left to play, the Angels could decide to model Ohtani's return to the mound after 
the one they followed with right-hander Garrett Richards last season. After missing five months with a 
nerve issue in his right biceps, Richards rejoined the Angels' rotation in September and made five starts, 
even though he wasn't fully stretched out. 

The Angels could afford short outings from Richards because of the expanded rosters in September, 
which allowed him to gradually build up his arm while still pitching in the Majors over the final month of 
the season. 

Still, Scioscia reiterated that the pace of Ohtani's rehab will ultimately be determined by the Angels' 
medical staff. 

"It's something you can't force," Scioscia said. "It's not worth trying to get peace of mind and putting 
yourself at risk. All of these injuries will heal on their own time. We will take it one step at a time. I do 
think that it is important for a pitcher, coming out of this season, to know they're healthy. It gives them, 
I think, a leg up in the winter, and then going into Spring Training, they're ready to go." 

Worth noting 

• Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (left adductor strain) was activated off the 10-day disabled list on Saturday 
and started against the A's. To clear a spot for Skaggs on the roster, the Angels optioned right-
hander Akeel Morris to Triple-A Salt Lake. 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/572070/garrett-richards
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/592570/akeel-morris
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                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Shohei Ohtani takes ‘big first step’ back to pitching as he throws off a mound 

By Fabian Ardaya 

ANAHEIM, Calif. – He walked out to left field, red glove in one hand, baseball in the other, with his head 
down. To his left stood his interpreter Ippei Mizuhara, with a large catcher’s mitt. 

The two played catch, as they have so often in the last month. During that time, that’s all Ohtani — the 
game’s two-way star — has been able to do under the watchful eye of the Angels’ medical staff. He 
eventually expanded his throwing to about 120 feet, flipping over a few curveballs and sliders. 

This has been familiar for Ohtani. He was cleared to pick up a baseball on July 21, and has slowly 
expanded his throwing every day since. His right elbow, with a Grade 2 sprain to his ulnar collateral 
ligament, held up thanks in part to a platelet-rich plasma and stem-cell injection he received in June that 
promoted regrowth of the ligament. 

So on Saturday, he completed his long-toss regimen and continued walking, up the bullpen steps. 

The last time he’d thrown a baseball on a mound was on June 6, when he left during his warmups before 
the fifth inning of a start against the Royals with what was originally thought to be a blister on the 
middle finger of his right hand. Then, as the blister was being drained, he noted some stiffness in his 
elbow. He received an MRI the next day and hasn’t pitched since — until Saturday. 

He threw 23 pitches, 19 of which were fastballs, with a pair of sliders and pair of curveballs mixed in. 
Each throw came with effort, but not quite at the triple-digit velocity Ohtani has flashed earlier this year. 
The catcher stood, as is customary from his introductory bullpens in Japan. It wouldn’t be a “full gorilla” 
‘pen, as Angels manager Mike Scioscia would call it, instead just a way for Ohtani to get a feel back for 
pitching off the hill. 

The audience, apart from the hordes of Japanese media perched in the concourse above, was small, but 
important. Pitching coach Charles Nagy watched Ohtani from behind, with former big-league pitcher 
and current Angels instant-replay coordinator Andrew Bailey also watching off to the side. Mizuhara sat 
directly to the side of Ohtani as he threw, capturing vertical footage of each pitch using his cellphone, 
certainly for Ohtani to review later. 

“I just wanted to get a feel for throwing off the mound, how the ball felt, my timing, arm slot, 
everything,” Ohtani said through Mizuhara. “It all went well. 

“I’m obviously not 100 percent yet, but it went a lot better than I expected. I’m going to keep on moving 
forward.” 

What was most important about Saturday was simple, for Ohtani to pitch, with effort, and show no signs 
that his elbow still bothered him. Nagy worried little about the shape or precision of Ohtani’s pitches to 
a standing backstop, instead just keeping a watchful eye to see that everything was in tune. 
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“He smiled,” Nagy said when pressed to assess Ohtani’s brief bullpen. “That’s all I can say about it.” 

Ohtani survived the session later batted third in the lineup as the Angels lost, 7-0, to the Athletics. The 
game featured Francisco Arcia, the club’s first position-player pitcher (besides Ohtani) since 1993, 
including Scioscia’s entire 19-year tenure as manager. Unlike Ohtani, Arcia didn’t try to throw hard, 
topping out at 73.4 mph and having his fastballs register as curveballs. While Arcia’s turn on the mound 
was called a “novelty” by Scioscia, Ohtani’s trips to the mound are serious. 

The hope remains that he can pitch again in the big leagues this year, though that is not a guarantee. 
There are no skipping steps, Scioscia assured. The watchful eye becomes even more focused with a 
game-breaking talent like Ohtani’s. 

“I don’t think we want to get too far ahead of ourselves right now,” Scioscia said. “Shohei’s rehab is 
obviously going to be monitored very closely, as all of our players are by our medical staff. We will make 
a determination on when he’s able to come out here and pitch based on what their findings are and 
what their recommendations are. I don’t think we’re setting any kind of schedule to say he’s going to 
throw four innings on this day or five innings on this day when he’s not fully stretched out. Our main 
focus is Shohei’s health, what’s best for him and best for us.” 

If Ohtani returns this year, he can go the way of Garrett Richards, who underwent stem-cell injections to 
heal a damaged UCL, like Ohtani’s, in 2016 and managed to pitch in Arizona Fall League games that 
same year. Masahiro Tanaka also underwent a PRP injection for a sprained UCL in 2014, returning to a 
big-league mound in six weeks. 

Andrew Heaney, expected to miss all of 2017 after undergoing Tommy John surgery the year before, 
returned to the mound on Aug. 18. The year before, Tyler Skaggs came back in July 2016. Both pitchers 
looked to use the abridged time as a runway into a healthy offseason and to provide some mental 
security about the stability of the ligament going forward. The Angels, ideally, would like to see Ohtani 
do the same, easing worries about whether the two-way star would be exclusively a hitter in 2019 or if 
the experiment will continue. 

“I think it gives them peace of mind going into the offseason,” Scioscia said. “But it’s something you 
can’t force. It’s not worth trying to get peace of mind and putting yourself at risk. Injuries will heal in 
their own time, and we’ll take everything one step at a time. I do think it’s important for a pitcher to 
come out of a season and know they’re healthy, and I think that gives them a leg up going into the 
winter and going into spring training hitting the ground running.” 

The goal remains to pitch this year, see where Ohtani’s health is at, and hope to continue the two-way 
experiment as much as possible. He might not pitch again until 2019, but Ohtani’s ramping up to pitch 
sooner rather than later. 

“I feel pretty confident in coming back,” Ohtani said. “Today was a big first step, and everything went 
well, so I’m going to keep on taking the next steps.” 

Matt Shoemaker finds himself in a similar situation, albeit with different baggage. It is not his UCL that 
has bothered him, but nerve irritation in his forearm, which has twice in the last two years required 
surgery to attempt to correct and has limited him to just one start this season. 

https://theathletic.com/443088/2018/07/23/with-record-number-of-position-player-pitchers-its-the-best-time-to-be-a-hitter/
https://theathletic.com/430062/2018/07/12/garrett-richards-opts-for-tommy-john-surgery-but-has-no-regrets-over-stem-cell-injections/
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Shoemaker threw a full bullpen on Saturday, ranging between 30 and 35 pitches, incorporating his full 
pitch mix. For him, the main concern lies in his ability not just to throw without irritation, but to avoid it 
between innings and between outings. 

Scioscia said Shoemaker would likely require multiple up-down bullpen outings to simulate inning breaks 
before he’s cleared to face hitters, and to then begin a minor-league rehab assignment. 

The prospect of pitching in September remains a possibility for the 31-year-old right-hander, but is not a 
guarantee, even as the rotation essentially has just three healthy full-time starters at the moment (not 
including Felix Peña, who won’t be fully stretched out). 

“There’s still a process with Matt, and it’s steady steps,” Scioscia said. 

 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

For the first time in his managerial career, Mike Scioscia called on a position 
player to pitch 

By Chris Landers 

The Angels have had a front row seat to watch Shohei Ohtani conquer the baseball world this season, 
doing jaw-dropping stuff at the plate and on the mound and redefining the boundaries of what a 
baseball player can be.  

But as of Saturday night, Ohtani isn't the only two-way star in Southern California. Mike Scioscia called 
on catcher Francisco Arcia to pitch the ninth inning of the Angels' 7-0 loss to the A's -- the first time the 
skipper has let a position player pitch in over 18 years managing the team. (The last Angel to accomplish 
the feat? Chili Davis, in an 18-2 loss to the Rangers back in June 1993.)  

And while Arcia threw with the delivery and stuff of that guy in your slowpitch softball league who just 
wants to make some friends, he allowed just an infield single in a scoreless frame: 

Congrats to L.A. on being home to both the fastest and the slowest pitcher in the Majors. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/athletics-vs-angels/2018/08/11/531164?partnerId=LR_gameday#game_tab=wrap,game_state=final,game=531164
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/ohtani-hit-101-mph-fastest-by-starter-this-season/c-273712152
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                 FROM MiLB.COM       

Jones gives BayBears something ‘extra’ 

Angels No. 4 prospect triples, doubles twice, plates three runs 

By Nathan Brown 

During his time as a player and manager in the professional ranks, Lou Marson has watched some of 
baseball's top talent develop. But the Double-A Mobile skipper believes prospects develop best in twos. 

With that in mind, top Angels prospect Jo Adell has helped bring out the best in fourth-ranked Jahmai 
Jones, who played a starring role Saturday night. 

Jones led a high-flying offense with a triple and a pair of doubles, driving in three runs and scoring twice 
as the BayBears pounded Pensacola, 14-2, at Hank Aaron Stadium. 

The duo first crossed paths early this season when Adell was promoted to Class A Advanced Inland 
Empire, with Jones still adjusting to his new position at second base. Adding another big bat to the 
lineup helped boost the 2015 second-round pick's batting average after dipping toward .200. 

After Jones moved up to Mobile July 10, he experienced a similar adjustment period before Adell joined 
him again three weeks later. Since then, Jones is 16-for-46 (.348) to get his Southern League average up 
to .262. 

"It's awesome that they brought Jo up for them to play and develop together. That's what organizations 
should do," Marson said. "When you have an opportunity to have some of your top prospects play 
together and develop together and move up together, they learn how to win together. That makes for a 
successful organization and a successful Major League team in the future." 

Jones knocked a leadoff double to center field in the first inning and scored on a double by Adell as the 
BayBears grabbed a 4-0 lead. After grounding out in the second, the 21-year-old plated Riley Unroe with 
a triple to center in the fourth. In the sixth, he doubled to left, scoring Mitch Ghelfi. With Adell at the 
plate, Jones stole third and trotting home on another two-base hit by MLB.com's No. 16 overall 
prospect. 

Jones added a sacrifice fly to right in the seventh, then reached again in the eighth on an error by 
shortstop Taylor Featherston that allowed Zach Gibbons to score. 

The variety of ways he can get on base, coupled with Adell's skills behind him in the lineup, have helped 
Marson see Jones' potential. 

"He gets on and he's a threat to steal. He can go from first to third or score from first on a ball in the 
gap," the manager said. "It's nice having him be able to hit and get on, and when Jo can put it in the gap, 
we can get on the board early. 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=453974
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666176
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663330
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663330
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/los-angeles-angels-jahmai-jones-taking-position-switch-in-stride/c-275901992
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=624523
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=662145
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=605227
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666923
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"And he's not a typical leadoff guy and trying to work the count. He's going up and being aggressive and 
looking for pitches he can drive and barrel." 

Jones is at his best when he's loose on the field and in the dugout, but moving from the outfield to 
second base has brought its challenges. Marson said his progress at the plate has fed into his defensive 
development. 

"Once he starts rolling with a couple hits, he can start to relax and be athletic and play his game," 
Marson said. "Once the game starts, he's going out and having fun and trying to play loose and free and 
just letting it happen. He can be really hard on himself, but it's nice to see him relax and let it all out for 
show." 

Adell doubled twice, drove in two runs and scored once. Gibbons contributed three hits and scored 
three times, while Unroe plated three runs and scored twice on a two-hit night. 

Jason Alexander (1-5) picked up his first Southern League win, allowing two runs on six hits while striking 
out five over five innings. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Laureano makes great play as Athletics beat Angels 7-0 

By Jill Painter Lopez 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Ramon Laureano grabbed the spotlight, and that was just fine with Edwin 
Jackson. 

Laureano made an outstanding defensive play in the third inning, helping Jackson and the Oakland 
Athletics beat the Los Angeles Angels 7-0 on Saturday night. 

With one out and Eric Young Jr. on first, Laureano raced into the gap in left-center to haul in Justin 
Upton’s drive. The rookie center fielder then completed the double play by uncorking a long throw to 
first . 

“He’s a game-changer,” Jackson said. “I’ve seen him make a play similar to that in Triple-A when I was in 
Nashville. I knew he had it in him but man, plays like that, if those don’t get you fired up then I don’t 
know what does. 

“First of all, to make the catch. And after that the throw. That’s what he’s capable of doing. He’s a 
playmaker for sure. I’m sure you’ll see much more of it.” 

Marcus Semien homered twice and Khris Davis also connected as Oakland won for the eighth time in 10 
games. The A’s also stayed 1 1/2 games ahead of Seattle for the second AL wild card. 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669920
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/athletics-vs-angels/2018/08/11/531164
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/athletics-vs-angels/2018/08/11/531164
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Jackson (4-2) allowed three hits and walked three in 7 1/3 innings. Ryan Buchter got two outs and Emilio 
Pagan finished the five-hitter. 

But it was Laureano’s play that caught everyone’s attention. 

“That’s probably one of the more impressive things I’ve seen in baseball,” Oakland left fielder Chad 
Pinder said. 

“He knew exactly what he was doing. He put it right on the money.” 

Semien had three hits, scored three times and drove in four runs. He hit a three-run shot in the second 
and a solo drive in the fourth. 

Davis hit his 34th homer in the third, a solo drive to right that made it 5-0. Davis has 13 homers in his 20 
games since the All-Star break. 

Los Angeles had won four in a row. Tyler Skaggs (8-8) was tagged for seven runs and 10 hits in 3 1/3 
innings in his first start since coming off the disabled list after being sidelined by a left adductor strain. 

“I don’t know if he felt that great,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “He missed some time with the 
groin injury. It didn’t look like it was very crisp. On a night where obviously we needed some innings out 
of him, unfortunately he couldn’t get to a certain point of the game. He battled hard. He missed some 
spots, wasn’t very crisp and those guys hit the ball well.” 

A’s third baseman Matt Chapman hit a run-scoring single in the first inning to reach base safely in a 
career-high 25th consecutive game. 

THAT’S A LOT OF HOME RUNS 

Semien’s second homer of the night was No. 8,000 for the franchise since it moved to Oakland in 1968. 
The Athletics got the ball and will display it at home. 

LONG TIME COMING 

Angels catcher Francisco Arcia, who made his major league debut last month after 12 years in the minor 
leagues, pitched a scoreless ninth inning, allowing one hit. He became the first position player to pitch 
for the Angels since Chili Davis on June 17, 1993. Arcia said he threw bullpen fastballs. 

“It was just fun,” Arcia said. “I got in the back of my mind when I was pitching in Little League.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: RHP Shohei Ohtani (strained right elbow) threw a light bullpen session. 

UP NEXT 
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Athletics: RHP Trevor Cahill (4-2, 3.12 ERA) starts Sunday. He is 3-0 with a 3.76 ERA since coming off the 
disabled list on July 12. 

Angels: RHP Taylor Cole (0-2, 1.59 ERA) will open for Los Angeles, but Scioscia said it will be a bullpen 
game. 

 

Angels’ Ohtani throws in bullpen, return to mound uncertain 

By Jill Painter Lopez 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Los Angeles Angels rookie Shohei Ohtani took his next step in a possible return 
to pitching by throwing a light bullpen session on Saturday. 

The 24-year-old Japanese star threw 23 pitches, mixing in fastballs, sliders and curveballs. It was the first 
time he had thrown off a mound since he last pitched in a game, on June 6. 

It’s uncertain whether the two-way player will pitch again in the majors this season after being sidelined 
by a sprained right elbow. He was 4-1 with a 3.10 ERA in nine starts, striking out 61 in 49 1/3 innings. 

“He has to make sure he’s continuing to move forward and evaluate him afterwards,” manager Mike 
Scioscia said before the Angels played Oakland. “Right now, there hasn’t been any adjustments. He’s 
been terrific. I think he’s feeling very, very comfortable with the fact that everything is sound in his 
elbow. As we continue to test it in the next couple of weeks, we’ll get a better idea of where it is.” 

Ohtani was put on the disabled list on June 8. He has returned to the lineup as a designated hitter for 
the Angels and done well, batting .273 with 12 home runs and 32 RBIs. In his last seven games, he’s 
batting .360 with three home runs, seven RBIs and three stolen bases. 

 


