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1979-Warren Giles, former Reds executive and National League president, is elected to the National Baseball Hall of Fame 

and Museum by a special Veterans Committee 
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Finnegan has 'jitters' in long-awaited return 

Reds left-hander hadn't seen game action since last June 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 6th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Other than a simulated game on Thursday against teammates, Reds pitcher Brandon Finnegan hadn't toed the 

rubber in a competitive game since re-injuring a muscle near his left shoulder last June. 

 

That made a two-inning Spring Training start vs. the Indians on Tuesday less mundane and more exciting for Finnegan. 

 

"I had a lot of jitters," Finnegan said. "I knew I was going to have a lot of adrenaline going into the game. My main focus going in 

was to stay composed, stay in control of my body and try not to overthrow, just throw strikes and hit my spots. For the most part, I 

did that." 

 

Finnegan gave up one earned run, two hits and one walk with one strikeout. His first batter of the game, Francisco Lindor, launched 

a 1-1 changeup to left field for a leadoff home run. But Finnegan wasn't worried. 

 

"Third pitch of the game, what the hell can you do? He's a good hitter," Finnegan said. "He probably knew the changeup was 

coming, I'm sure. Lately, that's been my out pitch. I left it kind of middle-in and he hammered it. It's the only one I'm upset with 

today. Other than that, I felt for the most part in control of my body and making somewhat quality pitches." 

 

Finnegan is trying to return to the Reds' rotation after he was limited to four starts in 2017. First, he strained the left lat and trapezius 

near his shoulder and was on the disabled list from Apr. 16-June 25. Four innings into his return on June 26 at St. Louis, Finnegan 

left the game with a similar injury -- a strained teres major muscle. 

 

Complicating matters was that Finnegan dislocated his right shoulder in July in a slip and fall from a boat and needed surgery. 

Considered healed from both injuries after the season, he had a normal offseason workload to get ready. 

 

For someone who is turning 25 next month and still a young starter, the time away took away valuable experience. 

 

"It's not easier, but I don't think there's any guarantee it ensures he would struggle," Reds manager Bryan Price said Tuesday 

morning. "He's not going to forget how to pitch. The key is that he's healthy." 

 

Finnegan had to get whatever experience he could get from watching others last season. Unlike two more seasoned veterans 

returning from injuries -- Anthony DeSclafani and Homer Bailey -- Price didn't lock Finnegan in as guaranteed to be in the rotation. 

 

Although his chances are good, Finnegan has to pitch into the rotation. 

 

"I really appreciate what he did in 2016. I thought he was one of our most consistent starters. But we need to see similar 

performance from him," Price said. "He has got to be one of our best five starters. I think he has the ability to do that." 

 

Finnegan, who threw 172 innings in 2016 for Cincinnati, wasn't too worried about his left shoulder having issues again. 

 

"It's definitely in the back of your head, but it's why you go to the training room and work with the trainer so much," he said. "You 

work on getting that scap and lat stronger and I've been doing that every day. If it goes, it's just bad luck." 



 

Finnegan estimated that he spends 30 minutes in the trainer's room before and after each throwing session. As a precaution, the club 

held him back a little from the rest of the starters and had his first game be a controlled scrimmage. 

 

"We've still got plenty of time," Finnegan said. "Three more outings and I will be at five innings. If I throw Sunday, that's three 

innings and two more after that and we'll be gone. I'll be ready to go, for sure." 

 

 

Hamilton day to day with sprained finger 

Reds center fielder scratched from lineup prior to game Tuesday; Gosselin vying for spot on bench 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Mar. 6th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- About 90 minutes before they played the Indians on Tuesday, the Reds scratched center fielder Billy 

Hamilton from the starting lineup. Hamilton was diagnosed with a sprained left index finger after X-rays were negative. 

 

It was not known exactly how Hamilton sustained the injury, but it appeared to happen when he made a catch during batting 

practice on Tuesday and was not related to the diving catch he made to rob Shohei Ohtani on a hit vs. the Angels on Monday. 

 

"My understanding was he caught a line drive with his glove and didn't really think much of it, but as we got close to the end of 

batting practice, it swelled up pretty bad and we had them take a look at it," Reds manager Bryan Price said. "It looks like it's a 

sprain of some sort, but hopefully not terribly significant." 

 

Hamilton is listed as day to day. 

 

Ben Revere replaced Hamilton in the lineup and batted at the top of the order in the Reds' 7-6 win over Cleveland. 

 

Other than the nice catch, it hasn't been a robust Spring Training for Hamilton as he is 0-for-14 at the plate in his seven Cactus 

League games. 

 

Camp battle: Gosselin seeks bench spot 

 

Every clubhouse has that one utility player who has a locker filled with as many gloves as there are days in the week. As he tries to 

make the team as a versatile bench guy, Phil Gosselin in such a player this spring for the Reds. 

 

"First base, outfield, third base and I use the same one for second and shortstop. I've got a lot of them, plus a couple you're breaking 

in at all times," Gosselin said Tuesday morning. "It feels like I've got six or seven on me at all times." 

 

Gosselin, 29, was signed to a Minor League deal with an invite to camp on Dec. 21. At the time, the Reds viewed him as a potential 

backup shortstop option behind Jose Peraza but that may have changed in the early days of camp when Cliff Pennington was added 

on a Minor League deal also. Pennington can play multiple spots, but shortstop is his natural position. 

 

That didn't concern Gosselin much as he also tries for one of the few open bench spots. He's logged only 11 games with five starts at 

shortstop in the big leagues. He played the final four innings there during Tuesday's game against Cleveland. 

 

"You always know they're trying to get as many good players in here as they can," Gosselin said. "I know Cliff and played with him 

in Arizona. He's had a really good career and is a good player. I would have done the same thing if I was them to sign him. He 

provides a lot of value here." 

 

Gosselin has played parts of the last five seasons in the Majors with the Braves, D-backs, Pirates and Rangers -- with stops in 

Triple-A mixed in. His best season -- and only full season in the big leagues -- was 2016 with Arizona when he batted 

.277/.324/.368 while leading the Majors with 20 pinch-hits and 83 pinch-hit plate appearances. He batted .260 as a pinch-hitter. 

 

Last season, Gosselin batted .146 in 50 games with Pittsburgh and Texas. Besides Pennington, he is also competing against players 

like Patrick Kivlehan, Revere and Dilson Herrera for a reserve role. 

 

Where Gosselin stands out is that he's played six positions in the field -- with the exceptions being pitcher, catcher and center field. 

He's logged his most games professionally at second base. 

 

"I just thought it was the most opportunity to make the team out of camp and get at-bats," he said of signing with Cincinnati. 

"Playing against these guys in the past, I know Bryan [Price] has done a good job of mixing in the guys on the bench, keeping them 

ready and getting them enough starts so they are ready when they come off of the bench feeling good in that role." 



 

Gosselin was 0-for-2 in Tuesday's game, with a line out to left field and fly out to right field, and is batting .316 (6-for-19). 

 

"Gosselin had two really nice at-bats, he made two outs, [and] hit the ball right on the barrel," Price said. 

 

Up next 

 

Homer Bailey will make his third start at 3:05 p.m. ET Wednesday when the Reds play the White Sox at Camelback Ranch. Amir 

Garrett, who has five scoreless innings with 10 strikeouts this spring, is also scheduled to pitch. Fans can listen live on Gameday 

Audio. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Spring Training: Finnegan throws well, Reds beat Indians 7-6 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 6:49 p.m. ET March 6, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – The Cincinnati Reds beat the Cleveland Indians 7-6 Tuesday at Goodyear Ballpark. The Reds are now 4-8-1 

this spring.  

 

The game in four paragraphs:  

 

Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan threw well in his Cactus League debut Tuesday – his first competitive start since June 2017. 

Finnegan threw two innings and only allowed one earned run, a leadoff home run to Francisco Lindor. Finnegan said: “I had a lot of 

jitters. I knew I was going to have a lot of adrenaline going into the game. My main focus going in was to stay composed, stay in 

control of my body and try not to overthrow, just throw strikes and hit my spots. For the most part, I did that.” 

 

The top and middle of the Reds lineup finally found some life Tuesday. Scooter Gennett, who went 2-for-3 on the day, started the 

scoring with an opposite-field solo home run that snuck inside the foul pole in the second inning. Jesse Winker and Ben Revere both 

had two RBI. Winker, who went 2-for-3, crushed a solo home run over the seats in right field in the third inning, then plated Revere, 

who tripled in the leadoff spot in front of him, with a single in the fifth. In the sixth, Brian O'Grady smacked a solo home run to 

right field to give the Reds a 7-5 lead.  

 

Reds manager Bryan Price on Finnegan: "His delivery is just cleaner. He's really been working on his delivery and his balance and 

his timing and I thought it was better today. It's a good place to build from. I thought he was pretty good in that scrimmage he 

pitched in five days ago. Now it's just a matter of getting his arm in shape and repeating the delivery. I was pleased with what I 

saw."  

 

Billy Hamilton was scratched from the starting lineup with a sprained left index finger. He's considered day-to-day. Price told 

reporters he'll have more information about the injury Wednesday.  

Get the latest Reds news. Download our app. 

 

Up next 

 

Right-hander Homer Bailey will start Wednesday against the Chicago White Sox and right-hander Miguel Gonzalez at the Ballpark 

at Camelback Ranch at 3:05 p.m. (700 WLW). 

 

 

Reds prospect Hunter Greene on 1st spring camp: 'All of it's been pretty special' 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 2:12 p.m. ET March 6, 2018 

  

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – In May of last year, the cover of Sports Illustrated had four sentences next to its cover photo: "He's 17. He 

mashes. He throws 102. Hunter Greene is the star baseball needs."  

 

At the time, Greene, who the Cincinnati Reds selected second overall in the first round of the 2017 first-year player draft, was just 

the 13th high school athlete ever to grace the magazine's cover.  

 

Right now, the 18-year-old right-hander whose fastball has been clocked as high as 102 miles per hour, is participating in his first 

minor-league spring training camp at the Reds Player Development Complex in Goodyear, Arizona.  

 



MLB.com and Baseball America both have Greene as the No. 2-rated prospect in the Reds organization behind Nick Senzel.  

 

"It's special," Greene told the Enquirer. "I was just telling one of the coaches and a couple players that I used to come to spring 

training as a kid with my dad from the ages of about 8 to ... 12. It's special cause now I'm a player. I remember coming up to the 

players during their bullpens and after games and asking them for autographs and talking to a couple of the big-league coaches, but 

to now actually be a part of an organization and to be in spring training and to see what it's actually like inside of the grind is pretty 

special. So, I'm enjoying it."  

 

There's a confidence Greene carries himself with, but it's cloaked in humility, politeness and an easy-going sensibility. For an 18-

year-old, who's had the "phenom" label chucked at him like fastballs, Greene's generous with his time and he asks questions of his 

own, which says a lot considering that this time last year he was still playing baseball for Notre Dame High School in California.  

 

"It's crazy," he laughed. "It hasn't even been a full year of not playing high school and to now be a part of the Reds ... it happened 

very fast but I'm fortunate to be in this position and be with a great organization and ball club to go out here and just compete for the 

next month out here in spring training."  

 

Hype can have a way of changing things. It can flood a person with thoughts of superiority and ego inevitably takes over. But, 

Greene doesn't spend his time talking about himself. He mentions his teammates, the friends he's already made, the coaches he's 

been able to learn from. For a young man who people are expecting a great deal from, it's a simple approach to a complex situation.  

 

"It's always been instilled in me to learn how to handle pressure in certain situations I've been put in," said Greene. "I think it's just 

learning from a young age; my parents instilling it in me and just understanding to continue to work hard and don't take things for 

granted.  

 

"My sister ... was diagnosed with leukemia at a young age and seeing how important it is to really be grateful for every day of the 

year and just not take anything for granted because anything can happen to you at any given point of time. I think that's important 

and that's been instilled in me for a very long time." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price on Brandon Finnegan: 'We see him as a starter right now' 

Adam Baum, abaum@enquirer.com  

Published 11:52 a.m. ET March 6, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. - More than anywhere else, pitchers learn and grow the most with a ball in their hand, atop a mound, facing 

major league hitters.  

 

That scenario was largely absent for Cincinnati Reds left-hander Brandon Finnegan last season. The 24-year-old made just four 

starts, the last of which came in late June because of injuries to both shoulders.  

 

“Unfortunately you have to learn from watching and being a student of the game," said Reds manager Bryan Price. "Sometimes 

you’re maybe a little bit more motivated after a year like that, what was really full-time rehab. I really appreciate what he did in 

2016. I thought he was one of our most consistent starters. But we need to see similar performance from him. He has got to be one 

of our best five starters. I think he has the ability to do. I’m confident he can regain that form to be one of our top-5 starters.” 

 

Price was asked if the bullpen might be a possible landing point for Finnegan, who's set to make his cactus league debut Tuesday 

against the Cleveland Indians.  

 

“He has the experience doing it," he said. "Realistically you can transition about anybody into the bullpen. Regardless if it’s 

Finnegan, Lorenzen or Iglesias. Almost every relief pitcher was a starter. Not to specifically say Finnegan because I don’t want him 

to read it and go 'Oh god, they’re thinking about transitioning me.' We want him to compete as a starter. We see him as a starter 

right now but that if we’re a better team with any of these guys in our bullpen, we’d pull the trigger on it.” 

 

The Reds are obviously hoping Finnegan retakes his 2016 form and can join that starting rotation, of which Homer Bailey, Luis 

Castillo and Anthony DeSclafani have already solidified their spots.  

 

"I don't think he's gonna lose his feel for pitching," Price said. "It's not easier (to be away for almost an entire season) but I don't 

think there's any guarantee it ensures he would struggle."  

 

OUT OF OPTIONS: Dilson Herrera is one of the few Reds players in camp who they've been unable to properly evaluate the way 

they'd like.  

 

The 24-year-old is dealing with a shoulder issue that's hindered his ability to get looks defensively.  



 

"I need to see him, we all need to see him play defense," Price said Tuesday. "I think we're gonna go as far as we can to get him 

healthy and be able to see what he can do when he's playing regularly at second base or third base and get regular at-bats and regular 

time defensively. We haven't seen that in big-league camp yet.  

 

"Not being able to defend, I think he's trying to maximize the at-bats and like a lot of these guys they're putting a little too much 

pressure on themselves in camp because of the opportunity and everybody wants to impress."  

 

The pressure is increased on Herrera because he's out of options, meaning the Reds can't send him down without exposing him to 

the waiver wire.  

 

Price said it's a tough situation, "Because we really like this kid a lot and know he can hit. Like to get him on the field and be able to 

help him defensively and evaluate him as a defensive player and see if he can actually play multiple positions because that certainly 

adds to his value for us. But there's nothing we can do about that, he's got to get that shoulder healthy before we can evaluate and we 

like to think there's enough to do that still. Time will tell." 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Cliff Pennington prefers conventional approach over swing plane tinkering 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 16 hours ago     

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. – Sometimes a revolution can pass you by. 

 

Call it the “fly ball,” “launch angle” or the “swing plane” revolution, but whatever you name it, it called Cliff Pennington and the 

two just couldn't get together. 

 

“You can go check the back of my baseball card and it didn't exactly work for me,” said Pennington, who signed with the Reds as a 

minor-league free agent last month. 

 

Known more for his glove than his bat, Pennington hit just .160/.270/.280 in 33 games and 92 plate appearances with Toronto in 

2015 and then just .209/.265/.308 the next year in Anaheim before reverting to a more conventional approach for 2017. Last year he 

hit .253/.310/.341, more in line with his career .243/.310/.341 slash line. 

 

“I want to say this the right way, I am probably more conventional now,” he said. 

 

It's no coincidence that the 33-year-old started playing around his swing when he got to Toronto in August of 2015. He'd been a 

teammate of lead disciple Josh Donaldson in Oakland before going to Arizona. The Diamondbacks traded him to Toronto after the 

non-waiver trade deadline in 2015. He was supposed to be a backup before Troy Tulowitzki was injured and he was forced into 

everyday action at second base as Ryan Goins moved to shortstop. 

 

That timing came just when Pennington was messing around with the change to his swing. 

 

“I started some of it before that, a couple of guys had done it and had bought in,” he said recently. “When I went to Toronto, a lot of 

guys there were trying to do it. I wasn't playing a ton, so I started messing around with it and before long, I was doing it.” 

 

The results, well, as he said, they weren't good and he never quite felt comfortable. 

 

“I think some of the stuff was good, it was just reps. I think reps and timing is the biggest thing with hitting,” he said. “Trying to do 

that and you're coming off the bench in a role where you're getting an at-bat a few days apart and stuff like that, it was hard for me 

to maintain the timing of all that movement I had. So cutting that back and being more approach-oriented and keeping my swing 

simpler so I could repeat it more often with four days between at-bats or whatever, it was beneficial to my role.” 

 

Even though he's abandoned some of the theories, he hasn't dismissed them. Much of what he was doing, he said, wasn't as much 

about the launch angle and trying to hit fly balls, but other changes in his swing. 

 

It's easy to reduce everything to a title, but it was different than what we see parroted in articles about swing plane changes, 

Pennington noted. It was the angles of hitting. 

 

“Without getting into an hour-long conversation, it's just, let's say… knowing where your barrel is, controlling your barrel and know 

where your barrel is at all times instead of just hoping it ends up in contact,” Pennington said. 

 



In a world of zealots on either side of the debate, Pennington is Switzerland. He's tried both styles and knows what works for him, 

but also realizes it's a purely personal preference. Playing in Anaheim the last two years, he watched two of the greatest hitters in the 

history of the game up close in Mike Trout and Albert Pujols. 

 

“They're essentially on both ends of a lot of things, but they're both two of the best hitters in the game,” Pennington said.  

 

“TO SAY THERE'S ONE SWING, I THINK MOST PEOPLE HAVE GOTTEN PAST THE FACT THAT THERE'S ONLY ONE 

WAY TO DO IT. THERE'S NOT ONE WAY TO DO IT, THERE'S A FEW. CERTAINLY, PRINCIPLES APPLY TO ALMOST 

EVERY SWING.” 

 

And those are those angles, he talked about, trying to get the barrel to the ball – even if the paths differ, the goals are the same. 

 

The experience, though, is something Pennington found beneficial. He'll be 34 in June and the Texan is already looking ahead to 

what's beyond his big-league career. He'd like to coach, preferably at the collegiate level, and hopes his experiences trying different 

things can help someone else down the road. 

 

“I learned a lot. I feel like now that talking with guys who have different types of swing planes and swing thoughts, a lot more of it 

makes sense to me,” he said. “I feel like I can help other guys that weren't, before, A-to-B whatever, conventional thought. It kind of 

sounded Chinese to me, now I understand it. I've done it. I've tried it.” 

 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
 

Cincinnati Reds: Herrera running out of time in bid to make team 

Gary Schatz  Contributing Writer 

2:50 p.m Tuesday, March 6, 2018   

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. 

Dilson Herrera has three weeks to show the Reds’ coaching staff what he can do. Without minor-league options the Reds have a 

tough decision to make. 

 

Herrera came to the Reds from the New York Mets at the 2016 trade deadline for outfielder Jay Bruce. But since he came to the 

Reds’ organization, Herrera’s throwing shoulder has not cooperated with his efforts to win a job on the big league club.  

 

Shoulder surgery to relieve an impingement in his right shoulder ended Herrera’s 2017 season in July. 

 

“My shoulder is feeling great,” Herrera said. “I’m still working on my recovery. I’ve been throwing good. I will be fine.” 

 

The 24-year old from Cartagena, Columbia spent spring training with the Reds last season but couldn’t get on the field to play 

defense. He got 26 at-bats as a designated hitter and pinch hitter. 

 

At Triple-A Louisville, Herrera played 68 games, hitting .264 with seven home runs and 42 RBIs before the shoulder injury. 

 

“I was feeling great then one day in Louisville, I started feeling the pain again,” Herrera said. “There was no incident that caused 

pain. It was just over time. I stopped playing because I thought something wasn’t good. That’s when I had surgery.”  

 

“I’m working with the trainers on a throwing program,” Herrera added. “I feel my mind is right. I’m still positive because I know 

I’m going to be good soon.” 

 

Herrera is out of options. The Reds’ can’t send him to the minor leagues unless he clears waivers. He could elect free agency, 

although there are a glut of free agents who are healthy and haven’t been signed. 

 

The Reds still have three weeks left on a ticking clock in determine Herrera’s role. Second base is the one position that is not a lock 

for anyone. 

 

Zach Cozart left shortstop open when he signed with the Los Angeles Angels. Jose Peraza, who started the season as the team’s 

second baseman in 2017, is moving to shortstop. Scooter Gennett, who had a breakout season with 27 home runs and supplanted 

Peraza at second, has the inside track at second. Shed Long also is making a bid for the job but is considered a long shot. 

 

“I haven’t seen enough of what Dilson can do, not even close,” Price said. “Not being able to defend, I think he’s trying to 

maximize his at bats. Like a lot of these guys, he’s putting a little too much pressure on himself. He has the opportunity. Everybody 

wants to impress but we all need to see him play defense. We are going to go as far as we can to get him healthy.”  



 

Herrera has played in six games, three defensively. He is 1-for-11 at the plate. In the field he has three total chances with two assists 

and participated in one double play. 

 

“We want to see what he can do when he gets regular at-bats. During his time in the organization we haven’t seen it in big league 

camp,” Price said. “It’s tough because we really like this kid a lot. We know he can hit. It’s a tough situation. We’d like to get him 

on the field to be able to help him defensively and evaluate him as a defensive player.” 

 

WEDNESDAY’S GAME 

Reds at White Sox, 3:05 p.m., 700 

 

Transactions 
 

03/06/18  

Oakland Athletics released DH Brandon Moss. 

RHP Erik Johnson assigned to San Diego Padres. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned RHP Michael Kelly to Norfolk Tides. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned RHP Stefan Crichton to Norfolk Tides. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned RHP Yefry Ramirez to Norfolk Tides. 

Kansas City Royals placed RHP Jesse Hahn on the 60-day disabled list. Right ulnar collateral ligament sprain. 

Kansas City Royals signed free agent OF Jon Jay. 

LF Lazaro Armenteros assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

RHP Jake Bray assigned to Oakland Athletics. 

Chicago White Sox optioned RHP Jose Ruiz to Winston-Salem Dash. 

Chicago White Sox optioned RHP Thyago Vieira to Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox optioned CF Charlie Tilson to Charlotte Knights. 

Arizona Diamondbacks optioned SS Domingo Leyba to Jackson Generals. 

Detroit Tigers optioned 3B Dawel Lugo to Toledo Mud Hens. 

C David Rodriguez assigned to Tampa Bay Rays. 

RHP Matt Pearce assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

RHP Jesus Cruz assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

RHP Andrew Morales assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

RHP Kevin Herget assigned to St. Louis Cardinals. 

LHP David Roseboom assigned to New York Mets. 

C Nic Perkins assigned to Washington Nationals. 

CF Armond Upshaw assigned to Washington Nationals. 

RHP Brenan Hanifee assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

2B Corban Joseph assigned to Baltimore Orioles. 

C Ernesto Liberatore assigned to Cincinnati Reds. 

SS Bryson Brigman assigned to Seattle Mariners. 

  

 


