
 
 

September 18, 2018 
 
• Cubs.com, Baez, Bryant HRs back Hendricks' gem in AZ 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-kris-bryant-homer-in-cubs-win/c-294996710 
 

• Cubs.com, Hendricks 1 out from complete game in 3-hitter 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/kyle-hendricks-goes-8-23-innings-vs-d-backs/c-295046726 
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs making it work without designated closer 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-making-it-work-without-designated-closer/c-294987034 

 
• ESPNChicago.com, A conversation with Ben Zobrist 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24703872/a-conversation-chicago-cubs-veteran-ben-zobrist 
 

• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs show off playoff formula in beating Diamondbacks 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24718248/mlb-chicago-cubs-show-playoff-formula-beating-
diamondbacks 
 

• ESPNChicago.com, Joe Maddon: Criticism of Willson Contreras over running gaffe is 'over the top' 
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24716896/joe-maddon-calls-criticism-willson-contreras-
running-gaffe-top 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Kris Bryant hit a homer, but Cubs announcer Jim Deshaies stole the show with 
an incredible sequence 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/kris-bryant-hit-homer-cubs-announcer-jim-deshaies-
stole-show-incredible-sequence-diamondbacks 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Projecting Cubs playoff roster: Questions mounting as final two weeks loom 
large 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/projecting-cubs-playoff-roster-questions-mounting-final-
two-weeks-loom-large-strop-maples-morrow-heyward 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Jesse Chavez has become the most important pitcher in Cubs bullpen 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/jesse-chavez-has-become-most-important-pitcher-cubs-
bullpen-morrow-strop-maddon 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Even Joe Maddon's son enjoys second-guessing his dad 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/even-joe-maddons-son-enjoys-second-guessing-his-dad-
hendricks-pitching-changes-bullpen 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Javier Baez hits a 2-run HR and Kyle Hendricks throws a gem in the Cubs' 5-1 win 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-diamondbacks-20180917-
story.html 
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• Chicago Tribune, Cubs management has Willson Contreras' back: 'He did it one time. So I am 

totally against this dialogue. I think it’s inane.' 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-willson-contreras-lapse-
20180917-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Kris Bryant and Kyle Hendricks are finding their grooves for the Cubs 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-kyle-hendricks-kris-bryant-
20180918-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs bullpen still unsung despite ranking as the best in the National League 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-theo-epstein-bullpen-20180917-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Ian Happ hopes watching instant video leads to improved results 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-ian-happ-video-20180917-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, No rest for the weary — and none needed as Cubs beat Diamondbacks 5-1 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/no-rest-weary-cubs-beat-diamondbacks-5-1/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, No longer lovable losers — or winners? Even MLB mocked Cubs for Contreras 
gaffe 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/no-lovable-losers-winners-mlb-mocked-cubs-willson-
contreras-gaffe/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Temps rising on Cubs in Arizona with Brewers in hot pursuit 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/temps-rising-cubs-arizona-brewers-pursuit-nl-central-playoffs/ 

 
• Daily Herald, Constable: Trying to buy postseason tickets for the Chicago Cubs? You'll need an app 

for that. 
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20180917/constable-trying-to-buy-postseason-tickets-for-the-
chicago-cubs-youll-need-an-app-for-that 
 

• The Athletic, Javier Báez takes out all of his frustrations with another smashing MVP night 
https://theathletic.com/531574/2018/09/18/javier-baez-takes-out-all-of-his-frustrations-with-
another-smashing-mvp-night/ 
 

• The Athletic, Joe Maddon backs Willson Contreras and gets defensive about ‘Disrespect 90’ 
https://theathletic.com/531166/2018/09/17/joe-maddon-backs-willson-contreras-and-gets-
defensive-about-disrespect-90/ 

 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Baez, Bryant HRs back Hendricks' gem in AZ 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Even when Kris Bryant wasn't hitting home runs, Javier Baez felt better about having him 
back in the Cubs lineup. 
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"I think just having him in the lineup changes the way the other team has to pitch to us," Baez said of 
Bryant, who was sidelined with a shoulder injury all of August. "They either are going to pick him or 
[Anthony Rizzo] or me or [Ben Zobrist] or whoever is in between. We have to play as a team. If we play 
as a team, nobody can beat us." 
 
On Monday night, Baez and Bryant both delivered, hitting two-run homers to back Kyle Hendricks in the 
Cubs' 5-1 victory over the D-backs at Chase Field. 
 
"It's just a matter of time, just like you saw today," Hendricks said of the Cubs' offense, which has 
sputtered lately. "We just have to try to keep our team in the ballgame and then they'll come through." 
 
Hendricks gave up three hits over 8 2/3 innings to help the Cubs maintain a 2 1/2-game lead in the 
National League Central over the Brewers, who beat the Reds, 8-0, in Milwaukee. 
 
Arizona starter Patrick Corbin didn't make it easy on the Cubs. When they faced the lefty on July 23 at 
Wrigley Field, he struck out nine over seven innings. Corbin picked up where he left off, striking out 
seven while taking a shutout into the sixth before Baez's homer led a three-run frame that ended 
Corbin's night. 
 
The Cubs came into the game having scored one run vs. the Reds in each of their last two games. Baez 
had been in a mini funk with three RBIs in his last 13 games. His home run with one out in the sixth 
raised his season total to an NL-leading 105 RBIs. 
 
If you watched Baez homer, you could tell he was talking to himself. 
 
"I'm just playing the game with passion," Baez said. "I was talking to myself, honestly. I just said, 'Hit the 
fricking pitch. Hit that fricking pitch.' I was sitting on it. 
 
"The first at-bat, I knew he was going to throw [a slider] to me, 3-2. I was trying to get that walk right 
there, but I swung and [struck out]. I was just mad, and then the next at-bat, I rolled over the pitch I hit, 
a fastball. I was really mad at myself that I wasn't making adjustments." 
 
Baez got revenge in his third at-bat, hitting his 32nd home run on an 80.7-mph slider. 
 
Bryant, who was activated off the disabled list on Sept. 1, had not homered since July 20 when he 
launched an 0-1 pitch from Randall Delgado with one on in the eighth for his 12th home run. 
 
"He clicked it to the right side," manager Joe Maddon said of Bryant's opposite-field shot. "When we 
first saw him several years ago, that's who he was. It's always about feel, so hopefully he gains some feel 
from that. Before that, the line drive was properly struck, too." 
 
Monday was Day 28 of the Cubs' extended stretch of 30 days in a row with a game scheduled. They're 
17-10, and nobody has complained of fatigue. 
 
"At this point, it's kind of normal," Hendricks said. "We just know we're playing every day. That's all 
there is to it. We gained a couple hours coming here, almost felt like half an off-day from yesterday to 
today." 
 
"You don't get a do-over," Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. "We're going to play 
a quarter of our season with one off-day. It will be something nice to overcome." 
 



 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Maddon lifted Hendricks after Paul Goldschmidt singled with two outs in the ninth. Justin Wilson threw 
one pitch to Daniel Descalso, then catcher Willson Contreras fired to shortstop Addison Russell to catch 
Goldschmidt attempting to steal second base, ending the game. 
 
"We were very pitch efficient out of the bullpen once again," Maddon said. "The boys conjured that up 
on the mound themselves. I was not part of that. Give them credit." 
 
Goldschmidt realized the trap too late. 
 
"They weren't holding me on, obviously, and just was going to go into second," Goldschmidt said. "I 
think they knew what I was going to do, set me up and the guy was quick to home and Contreras can 
throw as good as anyone and they got me right there. It was a good play by them and a mistake on my 
part, 100 percent, and I'll be ready for it the next time, hopefully." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I used to get nervous. With this year that I've been having and the goals that I was looking forward to, 
getting the Gold Glove and 30 homers and 100 RBIs, it kind of slowed me down a little bit. When they're 
yelling 'M-V-P' now, it doesn't speed me up like it used to do. I help my team a lot -- that's what counts, 
really." -- Baez, on hearing Cubs fans at Chase Field chanting M-V-P when he was at the plate 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Albert Almora Jr. singled to open the sixth, the first time the Cubs had a leadoff batter reach. He 
advanced to third on Bryant's single and scored when Rizzo hit a grounder to second baseman Descalso, 
who flipped to shortstop Nick Ahmed for a 4-6-3 double play. The Cubs challenged, believing Rizzo had 
beat the throw to first, and the call was overturned after review. That set up Baez's blast, which opened 
a 3-0 lead. 
 
Rizzo's hustle did not go unnoticed. 
 
"That goes underrated all the time -- when a guy beats out the backside of a double play and then the 
home run ensues," Maddon said. 
 
UP NEXT 
Mike Montgomery (4-5, 3.87 ERA) will make his 17th start of the season on Tuesday in the second game 
of this three-game series in the desert. Montgomery, who is 4-4 with a 3.48 ERA as a starter, has not 
pitched beyond 4 1/3 innings since Aug. 7. Arizona will counter with right-hander Matt Andriese (3-5, 
4.76) in the 8:40 p.m. CT matchup at Chase Field. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Hendricks 1 out from complete game in 3-hitter 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- Cubs manager Joe Maddon knows it wasn't a popular choice to pull Kyle Hendricks one out 
away from a complete game on Monday night. All that mattered to Hendricks was that the Cubs got the 
win. 
 
Hendricks threw a gem for 8 2/3 innings, holding the D-backs to three hits in a 5-1 victory at Chase Field. 
 



 
The right-hander had limited the D-backs to one hit -- a double by Eduardo Escobar with one out in the 
fourth -- while throwing 95 pitches over eight innings. A.J. Pollock launched No. 97 to right field to spoil 
the shutout bid with a leadoff homer in the ninth. Two outs later, Paul Goldschmidt's single prompted 
Maddon to come out of the dugout. Justin Wilson was called on to close the game against Daniel 
Descalso. 
 
"I thought that was about right right there," Maddon said. "What if [Descalso] hits 10 foul balls or 
whatever and all of a sudden [Hendricks] has thrown 115 pitches? You don't want to see that." 
 
Hendricks finished with eight strikeouts and threw 109 pitches. 
 
Cubs starting pitchers have been on a good roll over the last month, combining for a 2.79 ERA since Aug. 
16. 
 
"It's nice to all be coming together," Hendricks said. "We're making a lot of good pitches out there now. 
We're pitching to the game plan really good." 
 
Hendricks, who retired the first 10 batters he faced, has been in a groove.  
 
"That was classic Kyle. Wow," Maddon said. "We've seen him that sharp in the past. Look at the gun -- 
you see 88, 89 [mph] the whole game and see bad swings by the hitters. It's wonderful if he pitches a 
complete game, but you have to consider if foul ball, foul ball, foul ball, and all of a sudden it doesn't 
look as much fun. This was a perfect night for him." 
 
The D-backs were puzzled and impressed. 
 
"Just his command," Goldschmidt said. "It just felt like he wasn't throwing anything up or in the middle 
of the plate, he was keeping the ball down. His ball has a lot of movement on it, whether it's the fastball 
or changeup, and he was putting it where he wanted to. He did a good job." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs making it work without designated closer 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- The Cubs' last five saves have been recorded by five pitchers, including one who was 
released by the D-backs a month ago (Jorge De La Rosa) and another who spent a long time in the 
Minors trying to not be released by the Cubs (Jesse Chavez). It's just part of the mix-and-match effort 
the club will utilize for now. 
 
The good news is that Pedro Strop, who had been handling most of the save situations but injured his 
right hamstring on Sept. 13, said he expects to pitch in regular-season games. 
 
"I think I'll be back soon," Strop said Monday. "They said [he wouldn't pitch] in the regular season, but in 
my mind it'll never be that. I'm thinking at least two appearances before the playoffs." 
 
The Cubs, who began the day with a 2 1/2-game lead on the Brewers in the National League Central, still 
have to secure a postseason spot. President of baseball operations Theo Epstein didn't sound concerned 
about not having a designated closer for the next two weeks. 
 



 
"I honestly think the quality of our bullpen is being overlooked," Epstein said. "It'd be nice if we could be 
one of those teams that has the best bullpen ERA in the league -- oh, wait, that's us, by like a third of a 
run, and it's more than one or two guys." 
 
He's right. Chicago's relievers began play on Monday boasting an NL-best 3.30 ERA. 
 
"We've had a deep group all year with contributions from many, many relievers -- some expected, some 
unexpected," Epstein said. "We've had guys bounce back from off-years last year, and it's been 'next 
man up.' Obviously, we miss [Brandon Morrow] and we're missing Stropy now, but our 'pen is more 
than one or two guys. Look at the numbers. 
 
"It's not exactly the way we drew it up, but we have quality relievers out there who are unafraid of going 
at guys and making pitches," Epstein said. "We feel confident we'll protect leads. It's just a matter of 
getting those leads." 
 
Both Epstein and manager Joe Maddon said they needed to talk to Morrow, 34, before deciding the next 
step for the right-hander, who pitched a sim game on Saturday at Wrigley Field. He's been sidelined 
since mid-July with a bone bruise in his right forearm. Morrow opened the season in the closer's role, 
but he missed most of June with a lower back injury and hasn't pitched in a big league game since July 
15 because of a sore right elbow and biceps inflammation. 
 
"If he comes back and he's healthy and effective, we would certainly be open to that possibility [of 
having him close again]," Epstein said. "We're not there yet." 
 
Maddon: 'Time to move on' from Contreras' mistake 
As far as Maddon is concerned, Willson Contreras has atoned for his mistake in not running out a ball he 
hit in Sunday's game. It's time to move on. 
 
"Willson always plays hard, and for anybody to say otherwise, please come talk to me," Maddon said. 
"It's inappropriate and incorrect and wrong. He had a bad moment. He said he was sorry and did the 
right thing. Anybody who wants to hammer on that should talk to me because I'll defend this young 
man." 
 
Epstein agreed with Maddon. 
 
"[Contreras] knows he messed up," Epstein said. "He respects the game. In the moment when he did the 
wrong thing, it bothered not only everyone in the organization but also his teammates. You could see 
the look on his face at second base. 
 
"Let's hope he gets hot and makes somebody else pay for his mistake. That can't and won't happen 
again." 
 
Injury updates: Schwarber, Heyward 
• Kyle Schwarber (back) is making progress, but he did not make the trip to Phoenix with the team and 
was continuing his rehab in Chicago. Tommy La Stella also did not travel to Phoenix because of back 
issues. 
 
• Jason Heyward is expected to start in right field on Tuesday against Arizona right-hander Matt 
Andriese. Heyward has been sidelined with a right hamstring injury since Aug. 30. 
 
-- 



 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
A conversation with Ben Zobrist 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
He's vying for his first batting title and a third World Series championship in four years -- and he's doing 
it when most guys are winding down their careers. In a lengthy conversation with Chicago Cubs 
infielder/outfielder Ben Zobrist, he tells us what he would do if he were commissioner for a day -- it's 
not robot umpires -- his plans for the future and why this year may be even more enjoyable than 2016. 
 
You're 37 and in year three of a four-year deal. Are you on the back nine? Is next season it for you? 
 
Ben Zobrist: It depends on how next year goes. How many teams will want to sign me after that? I'm not 
going to make a declaration because I don't know how I'll feel at the time. I feel good now. That's the 
thing, after last year [2017], I would have been, "Yeah, probably, that's it." But I feel good this year, and 
the way that they've used me, I think I can provide a lot of value to teams. I've seen a transition for me, 
in regards to going from every day to a little less than every day. That's been going fine. 
 
You've obviously accepted being a part-time player. 
 
BZ: It's helping me stay fresh. The way [Cubs manager] Joe [Maddon] has handled me and the way the 
team is, it works for us. Most guys don't get that luxury to make that decision. Generally, it's the game 
that makes that decision for you. We'll see when the time comes. 
 
When you're in the hunt, like you guys are, it's all about team at this time of year, but how about 
winning the batting title? We know batting average isn't what it used to be, but that has to have some 
meaning, right? 
 
BZ: I would love to do that, but the more I think about that, the less I think about having a quality at-bat. 
It's been a goal for me to try and hit .300. And I'm over that number at a further part of the season than 
I've ever been. It's more important that I have a quality at-bat, and whatever it ends up with at the end 
of the year, I'll feel good because I've gone about the process the whole season the right way. If it's not 
meant to be, I'll shrug my shoulders, but if is, sure, I'll be excited about that. 
 
When did you know Javier Baez had zoomed past you as second baseman -- heck, as a baseball player? 
 
BZ: After seeing how 2016 went for me defensively, I was super-motivated last year to let everyone see I 
hadn't lost as much on defense as they thought I had lost. I think I did that last year. And I've done that 
this year. But we saw in the postseason in 2016 his abilities come out on a national stage, and then we 
saw at the beginning of 2017 what he can do on a more daily basis for the club, defensively. The things 
he's able to do on a baseball field are maybe top-three-in-the-world type of talent. When we started 
seeing that on a daily level, it was like, "We have to find a way to get this guy to wherever the ball is 
being hit. He has to be there." He needs to touch the ball on every play possible. That just made sense to 
everyone on the team, especially me. 
 
You and Joe Maddon seem to be aligned in one respect: The older you get, the less you cling to the old 
methods of doing things. Does that resonate? 
 
BZ: Yes and no. The interesting thing is there are a lot of those old-school things about the game that I 
am drawn to naturally. The tradition and the structure and the consistency over time, the way that we 
do things in this game. However, I'd like to think I'm forward-thinking enough and have enough of a 



 
growth mindset in me that I can still recognize where things need to change. And where we need to 
keep moving forward. I still want to hold things in the game that I feel have lasting effect on people that 
experience the game, but the stuff that is inevitably going to change I don't want to be archaic in any 
mindset that thinks the way we used to do it is the better than the way it can be done. That's Joe to a 
tee. He's helped teach that to me. My wife has helped teach that to me. People in my life that think 
outside the box do a better job than I naturally do. I'm naturally drawn to the old way and staying with 
the old ways, but I feel like I've grown in regards to changing with the times. 
 
Where have you grown? 
 
BZ: The traditional side of me says there is a purity of the game you have to buy into. I'm talking about 
the down time. The inaction in baseball. The unfortunate thing is people don't value that inaction even 
though there is a lot going on. That part of the game has to be taught. That's been devalued. I think 
that's part of the cultural shift. As players, we recognize that, and we have to continue to change with 
that because we don't want to be left behind as a game. 
 
It's been a few weeks with both Daniel Murphy and Cole Hamels. How is it different besides their 
obvious production? 
 
BZ: To me it feels just a little bit more of a solid foundation. It feels a little more concrete at a deeper 
level. You don't have to feel like you have to carry as much weight in regards to that type of veteran 
stuff. We had good veterans on the club, but as the oldest guy now, we've got several other guys that 
have that same foundation and can continue to build with the younger guys as the year winds down. 
 
It was interesting that you started the season with this same core that's been together, but the front 
office felt something needed shaking up and added these veterans. 
 
BZ: I don't know if it had been much different if it had been younger guys they added. As the year goes 
on anytime you can add an infusion of new mindsets, new tools as a club, it definitely gets everyone's 
attention and helps kick everybody in the butt in the best possible way. 
 
What has Murphy meant? 
 
BZ: He just lengthens everything out. Of course we felt the impact. Even if he takes an oh-fer you still 
feel the impact on the pitcher I think because he takes long, quality at-bats generally. 
 
People wonder all the time if you guys have the same vibe or even drive as you did in 2016. It can never 
be the same as '16. That's once-in-a lifetime. It can be different but just as good. What is the vibe 
around here? 
 
BZ: I'm always reluctant to make any predictions or say anything about where I think we're going to end 
up. I might do that in a private conversation, but I will say publicly we have what it takes. I thought we 
had what it takes last year, but it felt like we were always behind, trying to catch up. It was an uphill 
climb. That takes a toll. We haven't had to do that this year. It's been a steady progression as the season 
goes on. If we can finish the season strong, I have a great feeling going into the postseason. 
 
Can you picture a year from now having that same passion for yourself? 
 
BZ: Yes, because it's different. It had to change between '16 and '17. Last year, it changed a lot. My 
motivation changed a lot. Now that it's different it's more involved in the process and less in the results. 
I think it's made me a better player, overall. And it makes for a more enjoyable experience. It allows me 



 
to be more grateful for all the stuff that happens. The good, the bad, the struggle as well as the success. 
It all has more value to me than it did in the past. 
 
The one disconnect I think many people have even with a good team is just how hard it is to keep 
winning. Joe often mentions how 2016 spoiled everyone. That this stuff, the ups and downs, is more 
natural. What's your take? Is staying on top -- especially in Chicago -- tougher than getting there? 
 
BZ: Going back to what I said about myself, that's where the mindset has to change. It can't be the same 
carrot [the Cubs going 108 years without winning a World Series] in front of you, that type of drive. It 
has to be a drive that's rooted more in the process. I think our guys are learning that, even the young 
guys who were driven by the carrot and the pot at the end of the rainbow. I think we're learning to 
actually enjoy the ride, not just the results, and enjoy the process of becoming the best team that we 
can become. If you ask anyone in there, I think they would agree with me, it's been one of the most 
enjoyable seasons any of us have ever experienced. Obviously, the success has something to do with it, 
but it's more about the closeness of our group and the relationships that you build along the way. Even 
the relationship with the fans is growing, and when it's all said and done, you don't want to miss it. You 
want to make sure you recognize the gift that it is and make the most of it. 
 
This is the culture that we're building that we think can have implications for years to come. 
 
What's life after baseball? 
 
BZ: I'd like to give back to the game but also support my wife in the things she's doing. A mix of charity, 
family and small business types of things, mostly likely for me. 
 
If you were commissioner for a day, what things would you be interested in changing? 
 
BZ: Another thing I've changed a lot on is health. The old-school me would have said you have to play 
every day and through pain. At a certain level it's not healthy. Adding off days is a really good thing. I 
personally don't think we were made to play more than six days a week. For me, that idea of having a 
least one day a week, regardless of your age, that makes sense. The fact that I've not had to do that this 
year, it's helped me sustain a better mind and body. 
 
So if I was commissioner I would focus on all the health concerns involved in the game and address that 
a little bit more. And I'm not just talking about physical health, but mental health also. That's a side of 
the game that's growing. And not just about playing. I'm talking depression and the effects of putting 
people in these high-pressure situations. I'm talking about clubhouse, off the field, family life. We've 
come a long way but have a long way to go. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs show off playoff formula in beating Diamondbacks 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- The playoff formula finally came together for the Chicago Cubs. Even if it was for just one 
game, during the busiest stretch of any team in baseball this season, the Cubs reminded the National 
League what they're capable of. 
 



 
And it was a thing of beauty on Monday night, thanks mostly to starter Kyle Hendricks. He's likely to get 
the ball in Game 3 of a postseason series, but as he has done many times in his career, he threw like an 
ace in shutting down the fading Arizona Diamondbacks 5-1, while just missing out on a complete game. 
 
"You see bad swings by good hitters" is how manager Joe Maddon described it afterward. 
 
Hendricks had it going, as he induced a swing rate of 58 percent, the highest in two seasons for him. 
Also, according to research by ESPN Stats & Information, his 25 first-pitch strikes were the second most 
of his career. And his changeup was devastating, as he struck out seven Diamondbacks on that pitch 
alone. Imagine that Kyle Hendricks in a playoff series, following Jon Lester and Cole Hamels. 
 
Cubs fans can begin to dream that dream, as the team reduced its magic number to win the NL Central 
to 10. 
 
"We've been waiting for a little roll to happen," Hendricks said. "It's nice for us to be coming all 
together." 
 
Though it was a magnificent performance, a well-pitched game by the Cubs isn't exactly headline 
material these days. The real narrative on Monday -- and what might have meaning next month -- is that 
some of the Cubs' bigger stars showed up in the box score, namely former MVP Kris Bryant. He was 2-
for-3 with two opposite-field hits, including his first home run since July 20. The majority of his time 
between then and now was spent on the disabled list with a bum shoulder. Bryant could just now be 
starting to feel like his old self again. 
 
"We all know what KB can do here," teammate Javier Baez said. "It's not the way he's used to swinging. 
He's still getting used to it. I know he's going to hit. Having him in the lineup, it changes how the other 
team pitches to us. They have to pitch to him, [Anthony] Rizzo or me, or whoever is in between." 
 
Bryant is adjusting, but as the at-bats have piled up in his return, he's looking more and more like the 
dangerous hitter and on-base threat the league knows him to be. With an offense that has struggled 
throughout the second half, a productive Bryant can make the Cubs that much better. 
 
On Monday, they eventually got to Patrick Corbin, who looked really good for the first few innings of the 
game. But the big three came through for the Cubs, as Baez homered to go along with Bryant, while 
Rizzo knocked in a run, as well. Finally, the Cubs offense put up some crooked numbers, scoring five runs 
in a game for the first time in more than a week. They've been grinding at the plate for so long -- it was 
consecutive day No. 28 at the park for them -- that five runs felt like 10. 
 
"Up and down our at-bats definitely showed improvement against quality pitching," Maddon said. 
 
As much as the Cubs have been winning games with the end of their roster, especially in the bullpen, a 
long playoff run obviously has to include contributions from their star players like they got Monday. 
Some have been missing in action at times, but Baez, Rizzo and Bryant reminded everyone what the 
possibilities are. 
 
So did Hendricks. 
 
"When things get tough, we show up and grind and focus a little more," he said. "We trust each other in 
here. We know what we need to do to get the job done. 
 
"It was just a matter of time, like what you saw today." 



 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Joe Maddon: Criticism of Willson Contreras over running gaffe is 'over the top' 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHOENIX -- One day after calling out his catcher for not running hard out of the batter's box, Chicago 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon said the criticism directed towards Willson Contreras is "over the top." 
 
"Willson always plays hard," Maddon said Monday afternoon. "For anyone to say otherwise, please, 
come talk to me. It's inappropriate. It's incorrect. That's wrong. He had a bad moment, but he said he 
was sorry and did the right thing." 
 
On Sunday against the Cincinnati Reds, Contreras thought a fifth-inning ball hit to center field was a 
home run, so he began to jog around the bases. Instead, the ball hit off the wall, forcing the catcher to 
scramble to not be thrown out at second base. He barely made it there safely. 
 
"Horrible," Maddon said afterward. "I didn't like that at all. That will be addressed." 
 
For his part, Contreras was contrite about not running, and on Monday, Maddon defended him by 
making the distinction between flat-out not running out a ball and not running out one he thought was 
"30 feet" into the stands. 
 
"Anyone that wants to hammer on that should come talk to me about it because I'll defend this young 
man -- always," Maddon said. "He plays the game the way it's supposed to be played every day." 
 
Major League Baseball didn't help matters when its official Twitter account retweeted a video of the 
play with the caption "Disrespect 90," a play on words of one of Maddon's slogans, "Respect 90," which 
means to run hard for 90 feet, the distance between the bases. 
 
"There's way too much made of it," Maddon continued. "Way too much. It's over the top. It's not 
necessary. Whoever is perpetuating this is wrong. He made a mistake and said he was wrong. I'm totally 
against this dialogue. It's inane. It needs to go away. 
 
"Why do you have to carry it over to the next day?" 
 
To be clear, Maddon wasn't backtracking on the criticism of the play, just the piling on that came 
afterward. 
 
"It should not happen in spring training, it should not happen in May, it should not have happened 
[Sunday]," Maddon said. "But it does. He's not the first guy that has done it. He won't be the last." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Kris Bryant hit a homer, but Cubs announcer Jim Deshaies stole the show with an incredible sequence 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The last time Kris Bryant homered, milk was 10 cents a gallon, nobody had ever heard the term "launch 
angle" and Khalil Mack was still on the Raiders. 



 
 
OK, it's not been quite that long (except the last point is true), but the 2016 MVP went yard Monday 
night for the first time in nearly two months. 
 
Bryant's opposite field shot was his first dinger since July 20 or put another way — it was his first homer 
since the Cubs traded for Cole Hamels and Jesse Chavez. 
 
It was beautiful swing, too, but Cubs TV analyst Jim Deshaies upstaged Bryant by calling the shot and 
maintaining that prediction the entire at-bat. 
 
Deshaies and Len Kasper teamed up for one of the most incredible calls of the Cubs 2018 season, adding 
to the joy for fans as they watched the 2016 NL MVP finally get on the board in the homer column. 
 
Bryant hit a solo shot on July 20 against the Cardinals at Wrigley Field, but went on the shelf four days 
later after aggravating his shoulder injury. He missed more than five weeks before returning Sept. 1 and 
then went another 49 at-bats before connecting on his first dinger. 
 
That's a great sign for a Cubs offense that has scuffled badly in September and has missed Bryant being 
Bryant. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Projecting Cubs playoff roster: Questions mounting as final two weeks loom large 
By Tony Andracki 
 
The Cubs are a week closer to playoffs but they now have more questions about their potential 
postseason roster than they had seven days ago. 
 
The Pedro Strop injury looms large over this team, as the Cubs' dynamic reliever and de facto closer will 
possibly miss the rest of the regular season with a hamstring strain, which leaves his postseason status 
in doubt. 
 
He was initially ruled out until playoffs, but good news filtered out of the desert Monday evening: 
 
Even if Strop is healthy enough to pitch in the regular season and/or October, how effective will he be? 
If he can't get back for that series with the Cardinals to end the regular season, he'll have gone nearly 
three weeks between facing live hitters. Rolling him out in the intensity of a high-leverage playoff 
situation doesn't leave much room for error. 
 
For reference, remember 2016? Of course you do, but more specifically — remember how Strop was a 
nonfactor that postseason? That wasn't because he was suddenly bad (he gave up 2 runs in 5.2 innings) 
but he was still rusty after coming back from an injury. 
 
Strop injured his knee Aug. 10 and missed more than a month, returning to pitch in four games in the 
final week-plus of the season before October. While those outings went off without a hitch, he still 
hadn't shown enough to work his way into Joe Maddon's circle of trust. 
 
Sure, Strop's 2018 injury is far different (hamstring vs. knee), but it also came more than a month later 
than the 2016 issue. 
 



 
There's a very real possibility Strop is not a huge part of the Cubs' postseason bullpen...if he's even 
healty and on the active roster in October. 
 
So it begs the question: Who would take his spot in the bullpen? 
 
Jorge De La Rosa has been surprisingly good since joining the Cubs and even picked up a save last week. 
He certainly has emerged as a serious candidate for October, but would the Cubs want to carry three 
left-handers in their bullpen assuming Justin Wilson and Mike Montgomery are both already in? That's 
possible, especially if they play the Milwaukee Brewers who have a host of left-handed hitters that 
struggle against southpaws. 
 
But keep an eye on Dillon Maples for that last bullpen spot.  
 
The rookie has been an enticing option for the last two seasons with a fastball that can touch triple digits 
and a wicked, knee-buckling slider. Case in point: 
 
The day after Strop was injured, Maples was called on to get a big out in the Cubs' win over the Reds and 
he responded. He then threw a perfect inning of relief Sunday. 
 
But those two appearances were his first in 10 days after showing an alarming lack of command in 
Milwaukee on Sept. 4, allowing all three batters he faced to reach base via two walks and a hit-by-pitch. 
 
It'd be bold to see the Cubs activate Maples for the playoffs after clearly displaying a lack of trust in the 
rookie in his first two weeks back in The Show following roster expansion on Sept. 1.  
 
But then again, when Maples struggled in Milwaukee, Maddon spent time the next day explaining why 
he went to the young right-hander and even brought his name up in the same light as Francisco 
Rodriguez and David Price: 
 
"It was a perfect chance to give Maples an opportunity to see if he can come up and strike somebody 
out," Maddon said then. "This time of the year, when guys come up, the call-ups, the Frankie 
Rodriguezes, the David Prices — the guy that comes up with the big arm stuff and see if all the sudden 
you can grab something. So I definitely wanted to give him a chance right there." 
 
Maddon isn't necessarily saying Maples could be the next Rodriguez or Price, but it was certainly worth 
a shot to see if the Cubs could strike the same kind of magic as the Angels in 2002 or the Rays in 2008. 
 
Maddon was on the coaching staff for both instances. He watched as Rodriguez came up late in 
September in '02, flashing dominant stuff (13 Ks) in his first 5.2 MLB innings to earn a roster spot in 
October — where he made 11 appearances for the World Champion Angels, striking out 28 batters in 
18.2 innings with a 1.93 ERA, 0.80 WHIP, 3 holds and a whopping 5 wins. 
 
In '08, Price came up to the big leagues for the first time and was utilized out of the Rays bullpen as they 
marched to the World Series (where they lost to Cole Hamels' Phillies).  
 
If it ever actually clicks for Maples and he can harness command of his elite stuff, he possesses that kind 
of potential, too. But that is one big "if." In Triple-A this season, Maples walked 39 batters in 38.2 innings 
and threw 12 wild pitches. Then again, he also struck out 75 guys, good for a Josh Hader-esque 17.5 K/9 
ratio. 
 



 
It'll be worth watching Maples and how he's utilized over the final two weeks of the regular season and 
see if lightning can strike for Maddon and the Cubs. 
 
For right now, we're gonna go bold and put Maples on the postseason roster, but that's only because it's 
still unknown how the Strop situation will play out.  
 
Here is the rest of the roster and as we do in this series, we'll project the Game 1 lineup (which in this 
case would be the NLDS against the Brewers, who we're betting will win the wild-card game): 
 
1. Albert Almora Jr. - CF 
2. Kris Bryant - LF 
3. Anthony Rizzo - 1B 
4. Javy Baez - 3B 
5. Ben Zobrist - RF 
6. Daniel Murphy - 2B 
7. Willson Contreras - C 
8. Jon Lester - P 
9. Addison Russell - SS 
 
Almora in the leadoff spot for the first game of the postseason may seem nuts given he's posted just a 
.265 on-base percentage and .543 OPS since July 1, but he still hits lefties well (.311 AVG, .359 OBP) and 
we're projecting the Brewers to throw Wade Miley in this instance if they use ace Jhoulys Chacin in the 
wild-card game. 
 
Murphy has spent the most time leading off for the Cubs over the last month but he's also currently 
mired in a 2-for-23 stretch and has found himself on the bench the last two times the Cubs have faced a 
lefty (Saturday, Monday). The Cubs got Murphy to help in October, so assuming he's out of his funk by 
then, he'll still be in the lineup even against lefties — but will he be leading off?  
 
The rest of the lineup is pretty cut and dry, with the idea that Russell will probably start at shortstop 
against left-handed pitchers in October and possibly take a seat against right-handers (moving Baez to 
short, Bryant to third and Jason Heyward into the starting lineup in the outfield).  
 
Against lefties, Russell has a .271 AVG and .741 OPS this year — serviceable numbers despite his 
seasonlong offensive woes. 
 
That leaves the Cubs' bench looking like this: 
 
Victor Caratini 
Kyle Schwarber 
Jason Heyward 
David Bote 
Terrance Gore 
Tommy La Stella 
 
Yes, Ian Happ is inactive in this case.  
 
With Heyward returning to health (he was activated from the disabled list Sunday, but did not start or 
play), his October status is no longer in doubt.  
 



 
Assuming their current back injuries have dissipated by October, Schwarber and La Stella are no-
brainers. Schwarber will still start vs. righties and La Stella has taken the crown as the No. 1 pinch-hitter 
in the game this season. 
 
Happ, meanwhile, has been one of the small army of young Cubs hitters who have been in a prolonged 
slump in the season's second half. But while he has the advantage of being a switch-hitter and possesses 
the versatility to play multiple positions, he may wind up on the outside looking in this October given 
the glovework by the other guys. 
 
However, despite his stellar defense at multiple positions on the infield, Bote may eventually hit his way 
into the odd man out in the group of Cubs position players. Since that "ultimate grand slam" on Aug. 12, 
Bote is hitting just .136 with a .193 on-base percentage and .296 slugging percentage (.489 OPS) and is 
striking out in more than 35 percent of his plate appearances. 
 
With Gore's gamechanging speed, he's looking more and more like a lock for the October roster. 
 
Starting rotation 
 
Jon Lester 
Cole Hamels 
Kyle Hendricks 
Jose Quintana 
 
The first few instances of this column featured Hamels getting the nod in Game 1 of the postseason. But 
Lester has been the staff stud on the North Side of Chicago since Hamels was pitching in Philadelphia 
and after a hiccup, Lester is on fire once again. 
 
Since giving up 8 earned runs to the Nationals in 3.2 innings on Aug. 11, Lester is 4-1 with a 1.73 ERA, 
1.18 WHIP and 37 Ks in 36.1 innings. 
 
The rotation looked like a potential weakness for this team for most of the season but it's now morphed 
into a serious strength and there's an easy case to be made for either Lester, Hamels or Hendricks to be 
the team's Game 1 starter.  
 
However they line up Hamels and Hendricks after Lester will still put the Cubs in a good spot for Games 
2 and 3 of an NLDS and even Jose Quintana has found his form once again (2.10 ERA, 1.14 WHIP over his 
last 6 starts). 
 
Bullpen 
 
Brandon Morrow 
Jesse Chavez 
Justin Wilson 
Steve Cishek 
Carl Edwards Jr. 
Mike Montgomery 
Dillon Maples 
 
With the encouraging news out in Arizona, Strop very well could be active for the postseason, which 
could actually give the Cubs a dynamic postseason bullpen despite all the recent concerns about the 



 
group of relievers. But for now, we'll put Maples in there as a darkhorse candidate for that final spot 
until Strop's return is confirmed on that final weekend of the regular season. 
 
Chavez has emerged as arguably the most imporant pitcher in the bullpen while Wilson has regained his 
elite form and Edwards may even be showing signs of a turnaround after a perfect inning in relief 
Sunday. 
 
Meanwhile, Morrow may make his return this week in Arizona and should be able to get a few 
appearances in games before October hits. 
 
This is still the most important position group on the roster and will warrant a close watch over the final 
two weeks, but what was once a "sky is falling" thought about the bullpen has been upgraded to "hey, 
maybe it's not so bad..." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Jesse Chavez has become the most important pitcher in Cubs bullpen 
By Tony Andracki 
 
Quick quiz: Who leads the Cubs pitching staff in ERA since the middle of July? 
 
Many would probably answer with Cole Hamels, as the veteran starting pitcher has been phenomenal 
since coming over in a trade at the end of July. 
 
But the answer is actually Jesse Chavez, who boasts a 1.44 ERA over Hamels' 1.57 mark (which is second-
best on the Cubs).  
 
When the Cubs dealt for Chavez on July 19, the move received almost no fanfare. The Cubs heralded it 
as a depth move, acquiring a veteran pitcher who has experience starting, relieving and even throwing 
multiple innings in relief. 
 
Now, Chavez is arguably the most important pitcher in the Cubs bullpen with two weeks remaining 
before the playoffs. 
 
Chavez has emerged as one of the only reliable — and healthy — guys in the bullpen and is firmly in Joe 
Maddon's Circle of Trust. 
 
With Pedro Strop done for at least the rest of the regular season, Carl Edwards Jr.'s recent struggles and 
all the question marks surrounding Brandon Morrow as he works to come back from a two-month 
forearm injury, it's the 35-year-old Chavez who may be forced to haul a big load for this team in the final 
two weeks of September and into October. 
 
Since the day he was acquired, Chavez leads the Cubs pitching staff in walk percentage, is second in 
WHIP (behind only Strop) and third in strikeout percentage while pitching 8.1 innings more than any 
other Cubs reliever. 
 
In the second half, here's how the Cubs pitching staff ranks in terms of WAR (FanGraphs): 
 
Kyle Hendricks - 1.9 
Cole Hamels - 1.3 



 
Jesse Chavez - 0.8 
Mike Montgomery - 0.7 
Jose Quintana - 0.6 
 
Yep, that's Chavez up there with four of the Cubs' starting pitchers (Jon Lester ranks 7th on the team 
with a 0.5 WAR since the All-Star Break).  
 
Put another way, Chavez has been worth the same WAR (0.8) to the Cubs this season as Brandon 
Morrow (0.6) and Yu Darvish (0.2) combined. 
 
In short: Chavez has been the Cubs' most valuable relief pitcher for two months running. 
 
That's a heck of a turnaround for a journeyman who is on his sixth team in four years and sported a 4.67 
ERA and 1.37 WHIP in 362 innings from 2015-17. But it's just more proof that nowadays, successful relief 
pitchers can come out of nowhere. 
 
He credits a lot of that success to a change in arm slot he made on Mother's Day while with the Texas 
Rangers. 
 
"It was really simple, but in the end, it was a lot going on that helped keep everything stabilized and in 
line to make executed pitches on a consistent basis," Chavez said. "Whereas just having one pitch get 
away from me, it's kinda been where it hasn't hurt and when it has, the pitches have been moving — 
just not where I've wanted them to go.  
 
"It's easier to make that adjustment now whereas before, I was trying to fish for it." 
 
He also commended the Cubs clubhouse for making him feel comfortable immediately. 
 
"Obviously you wanna ease your way in and not really come off as trying too hard to fit in or trying too 
little to not fit in and isolate yourself," Chavez said. "But the way this group is, it's just so open and so 
welcoming that we really just hit the ground running." 
 
Chavez has said he doesn't care what role he pitches in and understands he may sometimes need to be 
called on in the early innings of games or even to get the last three outs. 
 
While Strop has served as the de facto closer with Morrow on the shelf, Maddon has never actually 
named Strop as "The Guy." As such, Chavez actually has as many saves as Strop (3) over the last month 
as Maddon has been forced to utilize Strop in the seventh or eighth innings at times. 
 
Chavez doesn't have the upper-90s fastball or wicked breaking ball typically associated with a dynamic 
late-inning reliever, but he makes his money on throwing strikes, which has been a breath of fresh air in 
this Cubs bullpen that has struggled with walks the last two seasons. 
 
"[Attacking hitters] has always been my mindset," Chavez said. "It's a 50-50 game if they're gonna swing 
the bat or not. We don't know that. The only time we know they're gonna swing the bat is if it's over the 
plate, which aren't our intentions. 
 
"So I kinda look at it like 75 percent of it is in our favor once it leaves our hand and the other 25 percent 
is reaction from them. So with that confidence, why can't you just get up there and pump strikes? 
 



 
"I'm not saying just pump fastballs down the middle, but pump fastballs in located, quality spots 
depending on the hitter." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Even Joe Maddon's son enjoys second-guessing his dad 
By Tony Andracki 
 
When Joe Maddon walked out of the visiting dugout at Chase Field Monday night, Cubs fans were in an 
uproar on Twitter. 
 
Including Maddon's own son, Joseph. 
 
Maddon opted to take starter Kyle Hendricks out of the Cubs' 5-1 victory with two outs in the ninth 
inning following Paul Goldschmidt's single up the middle. 
 
To which Joseph responded: "I get why he did it but I still booed my dad for pulling The Professor." 
 
Maddon gets a lot of heat on Twitter, but this was an appropriate, light-hearted take on second-
guessing the decisions of the Cubs skipper in a game in which his team cruised to its 88th victory of the 
season. 
 
For all the crap he takes, this has probably been Maddon's finest season at the helm of the Cubs, who 
currently hold the best record in the National League despite an exhausting stretch over the last month. 
 
Since Pedro Strop went down with a hamstring injury in Washington D.C. last Thursday, Maddon has had 
to get creative with the Cubs bullpen, deploying the likes of Dillon Maples, Jaime Garcia, Randy Rosario 
and Jorge De La Rosa alongside the team's top relievers in high-leverage situations. 
 
The result has been a string of 9.2 scoreless innings from the Cubs bullpen, including the one pitch Justin 
Wilson threw Monday night before the final out. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Javier Baez hits a 2-run HR and Kyle Hendricks throws a gem in the Cubs' 5-1 win 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Javier Baez paused briefly before yelling toward the visitor’s dugout, trotting around the bases with 
gusto and slapping his teammates’ hands vigorously. 
 
Baez’s two-run home run in the sixth inning Monday night against the Diamondbacks alleviated much of 
the tension around a Cubs offense that is seeking to regain its midseason form and assist a weathered 
but reliable pitching staff. 
 
Baez sparked a revival of sorts for the Cubs, who relied on the three-hit pitching of Kyle Hendricks to pull 
away for a 5-1 victory that reduced their magic number to 10 for winning the National League Central 
title. The Cubs remained 2 ½ games ahead of the Brewers, who also won Monday. 
 



 
After retiring the first 10 batters, Hendricks (12-11) allowed a soft double to Eduardo Escobar. The right-
hander cruised the rest of the way with an effective changeup and pinpoint control. Hendricks lost his 
shutout bid when A.J. Pollock led off the ninth with a homer, and he was lifted after allowing a two-out 
single to Paul Goldschmidt. 
 
Hendricks allowed two or fewer earned runs for the sixth consecutive start. 
 
Baez’s 32nd home run, off left-hander Patrick Corbin, highlighted a three-run rally that snapped a 
scoreless tie. Kris Bryant hit a two-run home run in the eighth that landed in swimming pool in right-
center field. It was his first homer in 16 games since he returned from the disabled list on Sept. 1 and his 
first overall since July 20. 
 
Perhaps Bryant’s biggest contribution occurred in the sixth, when he fouled off three pitches before 
hitting a single to right. Anthony Rizzo’s hustle down the first-base line kept the Cubs out of a double 
play and set up Baez’s two-run homer. 
 
Baez hit an 0-1 pitch over the fence in left center off left-hander Patrick Corbin, who allowed only two 
hits through the first five innings. 
 
The Cubs had struck out seven times in the first five innings against Corbin, who beat them at Wrigley 
Field on July 23. 
 
Albert Almora Jr. snapped a 1-for-13 rut by starting the sixth with a single. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs management has Willson Contreras' back: 'He did it one time. So I am totally against this dialogue. 
I think it’s inane.' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs President Theo Epstein believes something that has been overlooked in the uproar over Willson 
Contreras’ lapse Sunday was that his double off the center-field wall came on one of the best swings 
Contreras has taken during a relatively feeble 6 ½-week stretch. 
 
“So let’s hope he gets hot and makes somebody else pay for his mistake,” Epstein said Monday before 
the Cubs opened a three-game series against the Diamondbacks at Chase Field. 
 
While Epstein was hesitant to address the offensive stagnation of Contreras and some other young Cubs 
this season, manager Joe Maddon went on the offensive to defend Contreras, who stood and admired a 
deep drive that turned out to be a double instead of a home run at Wrigley Field. 
 
“It’s horrible — it’s over,” Maddon said. “Why do you have to carry it to the next day what happened 
yesterday? I don’t do that.” 
 
Maddon became more agitated when he was informed that the Cut4 Twitter account operated by Major 
League Baseball showed a video clip of Contreras’ gaffe with the words “Disrespect 90,” a twist on 
Maddon’s slogan “Respect 90” in which he stresses hustling on the basepaths. 
 



 
“That’s easy to connect those dots,” Maddon said. “I disagree. I think under the circumstances, he never 
disrespects the game. He never disrespects 90. He thought he hit a home run. And he didn’t. The wind 
kept the ball in the park. 
 
“On top of that, I think there’s way too much being made of this. Way too much. I think it’s over the top, 
I think it’s not necessary. Whoever is perpetuating this is wrong. He made a mistake and said he was 
sorry. He did it one time. So I am totally against this dialogue. I think it’s inane. I think it needs to go 
away. Willson plays hard, and Willson is a great teammate to us.” 
 
Epstein acknowledged the gaffe but was content with Contreras’ apology. 
 
“In the moment when he did the wrong thing, it bothered not only everyone in the organization and his 
teammates, but it bothered him,” Epstein said. ‘You could see the look on his face. He apologized when 
he came to the dugout and is still remorseful.” 
 
Contreras’ double was his fifth, with no other extra-base hits, since Aug. 2. His batting average has fallen 
18 points — from .279 to .261 — since the All-Star break. The catcher is one of several Cubs batters 
whose production has dipped in the second half. 
 
Addison Russell’s average has dipped by 20 points to .252. Kris Bryant’s home run Monday night was his 
first since returning from the disabled list on Sept. 1, a span of 50 at-bats. Anthony Rizzo has gone nine 
games without an extra-base hit, and Ian Happ is 1 for his last 22. 
 
These regressions have occurred after a change in hitting coaches (from John Mallee last season to Chili 
Davis) and a switch in philosophy (from going for a high launch angle to using the entire field). 
 
“I don’t really have the answer for that,” Epstein said. “I don’t want to speculate. It’s not the time of 
year. It’s the time of year to figure out how to score one more than the opposition rather than give deep 
thoughts on the state of the offense.” 
 
The Cubs can take some solace in winning two of three games against the Reds despite scoring five runs 
and going 2-for-17 with runners in scoring position in the series. 
 
“This hasn’t been the year that’s been where we’ve had those multiple players taking big steps forward, 
but we’re finding a way to win without that,” Epstein said. “This is the time of year we’re trying to grind 
and find a way to score one more (than the opponent). It doesn’t matter who it is. 
 
“What will probably happen along the way is we get one or two guys hot, maybe two or three, and you 
ride those guys.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant and Kyle Hendricks are finding their grooves for the Cubs 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs’ offense gained attention Monday night for their breakout that included the first home run by 
Kris Bryant since July 21, three days before he went on the 10-day disabled list with a left shoulder injury 
that sidelined him until Sept. 1. 
 



 
But Kyle Hendricks continues to provide the starting pitching stability that could help carry the Cubs to 
the National League Central title and give them more momentum heading into the playoffs. 
 
“That was classic Kyle,” manager Joe Maddon said after watching Hendricks pitch eight innings of one-
hit ball before settling for a 5-1 win over the Diamondbacks that cut the Cubs’ magic number for winning 
the National League Central Division to 10. 
 
Maddon pulled Hendricks with two out in the ninth inning after he surrendered a home run to A.J. 
Pollock that spoiled his shutout bid. 
 
Maddon was booed heavily by the Cubs fans in Arizona, but Maddon didn’t want Hendricks to labor 
more after throwing 109 pitches. 
 
There could be more at stake in not allowing Hendricks to throw his first complete game since Aug. 1, 
2016 against the Marlins. 
 
With Thursday serving as a day off, the Cubs have the option of juggling their rotation for the White Sox 
series this weekend, which could affect Jose Quintana, Mike Montgomery or Hendricks. 
 
But for now, the Cubs are delighted with the results they’re receiving from Hendricks, who has allowed 
two or fewer earned runs in each of his last six starts. 
 
Maddon compared Hendricks’ gem to his no-hit bid against the Cardinals in September 2016, when 
Jeremy Hazelbaker led off the ninth with a home run. Maddon eventually was ejected by umpire Joe 
West after trying to buy too much time for Aroldis Chapman to warm up and replace Hendricks. 
 
“I think it cost me $2,000,” Maddon quipped. 
 
The other masterpiece Maddon remembered was Hendricks’ 7 1/3 innings of two-hit ball against the 
Dodgers and Clayton Kershaw in Game 6 of the 2016 NL Championship Series. 
 
As for Hendricks, who relied on his fastball command to set up his effective changeup, the Cubs’ stretch 
of 30 consecutive games with a scheduled game that ends after Wednesday night’s game hasn’t 
affected him. 
 
“At this point it’s kind of normal,” Hendricks said. “We know we’re playing every day.” 
 
And Hendricks took great pride in pitching as deeply as he did Monday to help preserve the bullpen. 
 
“When you make good pitches, it gets easier in repeating your mechanics,” said Hendricks, who is 6 2/3 
innings shy of equaling his season high of 190 innings in 2016. “Everything feels good.” 
 
A pro-Cubs crowd of 27,662 gave Hendricks a standing ovation in the ninth for executing a sacrifice 
bunt. 
 
“I never thought that would happen,” Hendricks smiled. “I’d rather get an ovation for something else. 
But you got to get your bunts down.” 
 
Bryant’s homer, meanwhile, increased the faith that the Cubs’ offense eventually will provide a long-
awaited spark that has been absent for most of September. 
 



 
“We know what KB can do here,” said Javier Baez, aware that Bryant has made some subtle adjustments 
since returning from a left shoulder injury. “It’s not easy coming back from a shoulder injury.” 
 
Bryant’s home run may give opponents more to consider with him batting ahead of Anthony Rizzo and 
Baez. 
 
“If we play as a team, like I always say, no one is going to beat us,” Baez said. “We’re feeling good right 
now.” 
 
Baez feels so good that he’s not dwelling on a long-awaited day off scheduled for Thursday. 
 
“I’m good,” Baez said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs bullpen still unsung despite ranking as the best in the National League 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
As the Cubs await the return of Brandon Morrow while Pedro Strop is sidelined for the rest of the 
regular season because of a hamstring injury, President Theo Epstein expressed an amusing assessment 
of his relievers. 
 
“I honestly think the quality of our bullpen is being overlooked here,” Epstein said. “It would be really 
nice if we could be one of those teams that has the best bullpen ERA in the league. 
 
“Oh wait, that’s us — by like one-third of a run. And it’s more than one or two guys (contributing). 
We’ve had a deep group all year with contributions from many relievers. Some expected, some not 
expected. They’ve been resilient.” 
 
Entering play Monday night, Cubs relievers posted the lowest ERA (3.30) in the National League, with 
the Diamondbacks a distant second (3.51). Cubs relievers also have allowed a league-low .657 OPS. 
 
“Obviously, we’ve missed Brandon and we’re missing Strop right now. But our pen is more than just one 
or two guys. Look at the numbers. I’d hate to see what people are complaining about if we were sitting 
in the middle of the pack.” 
 
The Cubs bullpen has been fortified by Jesse Chavez, who was acquired from the Rangers 10 days prior 
to the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline; and left-handers Jorge De La Rosa, who was designated for 
assignment by the Diamondbacks in early August; and Jaime Garcia, who was released by the Blue Jays 
less than three weeks ago. 
 
“It’s not exactly the way we drew it up, but we have quality relievers out there who are unafraid and are 
going right at guys and making quality pitches. We feel confident we’re going to protect leads. It’s a 
matter of getting them.” 
 
As for Morrow, manager Joe Maddon wants to find out about his health before deciding when to use 
him. Morrow hasn’t pitched since July 13 because of a bone bruise on his right pitching forearm. 
 
Epstein echoed Maddon’s sentiments, and he didn’t rule out the possibility of Morrow regaining the 
closer’s duties if the Cubs reach the postseason. 



 
 
“If he comes back and he’s healthy and effective, we would certainly be open to that possibility,” Epstein 
said. “But we’re not there yet.” 
 
Meanwhile, Maddon plans to use outfielder Jason Heyward as a mid-game replacement before starting 
him, perhaps as soon as Tuesday night. 
 
“We need to get him out playing,” Maddon said. “We’ve missed him a lot.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Ian Happ hopes watching instant video leads to improved results 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs and many major-league teams boast of their elaborate video systems designed to help players, 
but a simple device is trying to help Ian Happ snap out of a late-season slump. 
 
During an early batting practice session Wednesday at Wrigley Field, minor-league hitting coordinator 
Jacob Cruz recorded Happ on his cell phone and quickly showed Happ what his stance looked like with a 
few subtle adjustments. 
 
Two days later, Happ, who had been in a 1-for-22 slump, hit a three-run, game-winning home run. 
 
“We’re just trying to work on different feelings and see what it looks like on video,” Happ said. “You can 
feel a lot different and not look different. When you’ve been doing something for so long, and you move 
your body one-quarter of an inch, you can really feel it. 
 
“We’re pretty in tune with that. Even if you feel you’re in a completely different position, you might not 
be.” 
 
Happ’s adjustment, albeit minor, involves adjusting the placement of his hands to enhance more 
contact. He has struck out only once in his last 11 at-bats, compared to eight whiffs in his previous 11 at-
bats. 
 
“We’re trying to figure out a way to be as efficient as possible,” Happ said. “We’re had some 
inefficiencies. If you can clean those up, you got a better chance.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
No rest for the weary — and none needed as Cubs beat Diamondbacks 5-1 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX – Who needs a day off? The road-weary Cubs –whose last day without a trip to the ballpark for 
a game was Aug. 20? 
 
“I’m good,” second baseman Javy Baez said. 
 
Good? 
 



 
Baez’s 32nd home run of the year Monday against All-Star starter Patrick Corbin capped a three-run 
sixth inning for the Cubs in a 5-1 victory over the Diamondbacks in the opener of a three-game series at 
Chase Field. 
 
For a team in the 28th day of a 30-games-in-30-days stretch on the schedule, the Cubs looked 
remarkably alert – even fresh. 
 
Starting pitcher Kyle Hendricks pitched at his Game 1-playoff-starter best, falling one out short of 
pitching the Cubs’ second complete game of the season – taking a one-hit shutout into the ninth before 
A.J. Pollock’s leadoff homer in the ninth. 
 
By then he had a five-run lead, thanks to Baez’ two-run shot in the sixth and a two-run shot in the eighth 
by Kris Bryant – the first homer for the former MVP since July 21, following a lengthy stretch on the 
disabled list because of a sore shoulder. 
 
“We all know what KB can do here,” Baez said of the impact Bryant can have down the stretch and into 
the postseason as he gets stronger and more accustomed to the two-hand follow-through he’s trying to 
master in his swing. 
 
“Just having him in the lineup, it changes the way the other team pitches to us,” added Baez, who 
boosted his NL-leading RBI total to 105. “They’ve either got to pick him or Rizz. Or me, or Zo. Or 
whoever is in between. But if we play as a team, like I always say, nobody can beat us.” 
 
Hendricks (12-11), who’s one start and 6 2/3 innings from tying career highs, retired the first 10 batters 
he faced and 11 in a row before Pollock’s homer. He retired the next two batters before Paul 
Goldschmidt singled to center and ended his night at 109 pitches. 
 
After Justin Wilson took over, he needed just one pitch for the Cubs to fool Goldschmidt into thinking 
they were conceding second base (not holding him), only to have catcher Willson Contreras throw him 
out at second to end the game. 
 
The Cubs improved to 17-10 during the marathon stretch without a day off, including rainouts, with 
their only remaining day off of the season just two days away. 
 
“At this point it’s just kind of normal,” Hendricks said. “We just know we’re playing every day. Gaining a 
couple of hours coming here almost felt like half an off day. We’ll take that for what it’s worth.” 
 
While the starting rotation has thrived in recent weeks to help keep the Cubs afloat during the adverse 
stretch, the five runs by the lineup marked its highest production for a game in the last 10 days – and 
matched its entire output for the three-game weekend series against the Reds. 
 
It also gave them four victories in the last five games and kept their division lead at 2½ games over the 
second-place Brewers, who trounced the Reds 8-0 Monday. 
 
“We’ve seen it the last few years,” Hendricks said of the team rallying when the stakes seem to rise. 
“When things get tough guys show up and really grind, focus a little more, focus a little harder, you 
could say. We just trust each other in here and know what we need to do to get the job done.” 
 
Like Baez, the MVP candidate, against Corbin, the tough lefty? Corbin struck out Baez swinging at a 3-2 
pitch in the first, then got him to roll over on a pitch and ground to short in the fourth. 
 



 
“I was just talking to myself, honestly,” Baez said of the third at-bat. “I just said, `Hit that frickin’ pitch.’ 
 
“I was just really mad at myself that I wasn’t making adjustments.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
No longer lovable losers — or winners? Even MLB mocked Cubs for Contreras gaffe 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — The first time the Cubs took the practice field with Joe Maddon as their manager in 2015, 
they had to step across a giant “Respect 90” logo painted onto the grass in foul territory. 
 
And the last time they played a home game, one of the Twitter accounts run by Major League Baseball 
mocked Maddon’s now-famous motto with a video of Willson Contreras strutting near the plate, 
watching a non-home run bang off the wall Sunday, with the words, “Disrespect 90.” 
 
Respect 90 or disrespect 90, Contreras was right back in the Cubs’ lineup against the Diamondbacks, a 
day after Maddon called the gaffe “horrible” and said “it will be addressed.” 
 
Unlike Sunday, Maddon defended the remorseful Contreras on Monday as the Cubs searched for 
answers to a flaccid lineup on the 28th of 30 consecutive game days. 
 
“He never disrespects the game. He never disrespects 90,” Maddon said. “He thought he hit a home run, 
and he didn’t. The wind kept it in the ballpark. On top of that, there’s way too much being made of this. 
It’s over the top. Whoever is perpetuating this is wrong. He made a mistake and he said he was sorry. 
 
“I totally am against this dialogue because I think it’s inane. It needs to go away. Willson plays hard, and 
Willson’s really a great teammate to us. He had a bad moment, and he apologized for it.” 
 
Maybe the fatigue of the rare, lengthy grind contributed to Contreras’ “bad moment.” Maybe his two-
month slump contributed to a lapse in judgment on that 400-foot drive in a close game. 
 
What is certain is that the baseball world is paying attention to the Cubs like never before, even 
scrutinizing like never before. 
 
And this: The next-day lasting power of this story was as much about Maddon’s response Sunday as it 
was about a starting player for the team with the best record in the National League making himself and 
his team look bad in the middle of a pennant race. 
 
Either way, this is not your father’s, mother’s — or grandparents’ — lovable Cubs of the past. 
 
And nobody outside of Chicago is going to make excuses for moments like Sunday — or signs of fatigue, 
for that matter — especially for a team that wears its pride, self-opinion and even at times a target on 
its T-shirt sleeve. 
 
“Listen, he wore it really well, too,” Maddon said of the apologetic Contreras. “Give him a lot of credit. I 
know it’s [being called] ‘dogging it,’ But this guy plays hard, runs hard all the time. 
 



 
“I still don’t want him to do that, don’t get me wrong. But it wasn’t like he was purely not running, 
because he thought that ball was 30 rows up, not taking into account our wind coming in off the lake, 
which was ferocious. So there was a difference there, because Willson always plays hard. 
 
“For anybody to say otherwise, please come talk to me.” 
 
Team president Theo Epstein on Monday said he agreed with Maddon’s response and said he’s satisfied 
Contreras is sincere in his remorse. 
 
“It was also one of the best swings he’s taken in two months,” Epstein said. “Let’s hope he gets hot and 
makes somebody else pay for his mistake. I’m sure that’s what he’s counting on; that’s what we’re 
counting on. 
 
“But that can’t, and won’t, happen again, I’m sure.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Temps rising on Cubs in Arizona with Brewers in hot pursuit 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHOENIX — The temperature outside Chase Field reached 108 degrees Monday afternoon as the Cubs 
arrived to prepare for the opener of a three-game series against the Diamondbacks. 
 
But even closing the stadium roof, which dropped the temperature by more than 20 degrees inside, did 
little to lower the heat on an injury-depleted, road-fatigued Cubs team in the middle of a too-close-for-
comfort division race. 
 
“This is the great thing about a pennant race,” said team president Theo Epstein, whose mere, rare 
presence on the road suggested the gravity of the moment. “You’ve just got to find a way to win.” 
 
They found a new and improved way, beating the Diamondbacks 5-1 behind Kyle Hendricks’ 8⅔ innings 
and home runs by Javy Baez and Kris Bryant. 
 
The five runs matched their highest total for a game in the last 10 days — and their total for the entire 
weekend series against the Reds. 
 
Baez’s two-run shot in the sixth boosted his National League-leading RBI total to 105. Bryant’s homer 
was his first since July 21, five days before he went on the disabled list for more than a month because 
of shoulder soreness. 
 
“This is what you play for — 2½-game lead with two weeks to go,” Epstein said before the game. “It’s 
awesome. We’re in a spot right now where we’re not hitting and we’re facing some adversity with the 
schedule and some injuries, but that doesn’t matter. 
 
“Ten years from now, you don’t remember that. You just remember if you’ve got a flag flying or not.” 
 
Ten days from now, they should have a much better idea how feasible that is. 
 



 
The second-place Brewers beat the Reds by the time Hendricks retired the first 10 Diamondbacks he 
faced. By the time he retired 11 in a row from the fifth through the eighth, the third-place Cardinals had 
beaten the Braves. 
 
The only run Hendricks allowed came on A.J. Pollock’s leadoff homer in the ninth. 
 
Monday marked the 28th consecutive game for the Cubs during a 30-day grind. They’re 17-10 in that 
stretch — including rainouts — despite going just 4-5 and averaging 2.6 runs over the previous nine. 
 
Over the monthlong span, the Cubs have had back-to-back series without traveling only once: last 
month when they played the Reds and Mets at home. 
 
“Give our guys a lot of credit,” manager Joe Maddon said. “They’ve not complained. We’ve fought 
through it, and I’m really proud of how we’ve handled it.” 
 
Once they return home after Wednesday’s night game, the Cubs’ final 10 games all are in Chicago, 
including three against the White Sox on the South Side. 
 
Meanwhile, right-fielder Jason Heyward (hamstring) was available for the first time in almost three 
weeks as the Cubs faced All-Star left-hander Patrick Corbin in the series opener. Heyward is expected to 
return to the starting lineup Tuesday. 
 
And first-half closer Brandon Morrow (elbow) could be ready to pitch in a game this week for the first 
time since July 15, though his effectiveness, durability and potential to return to the closer role in the 
next month is anything but certain. 
 
But whether the Cubs will rediscover some kind of consistent hitting production in time for a late surge, 
and how they’ll finish games with leads, remains anybody’s guess. 
 
“We have a resilient group of guys, and we’ve found some creative ways to win ballgames recently,” 
said Epstein, who seemed reluctant to talk about the fatigue factor at this point in the season. 
 
“We have a mentally strong, mentally tough group,” he said when asked about fatigue. “It’s not being 
talked about privately. It’s not an excuse. It could contribute to things, but it’s not an excuse. You don’t 
get a do-over. We have to deal with it. … It’ll be something really nice to overcome. That’s the way I look 
at it.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Constable: Trying to buy postseason tickets for the Chicago Cubs? You'll need an app for that. 
By Burt Constable 
 
Clinging to first place, the Chicago Cubs play on the road tonight against the Arizona Diamondbacks, 
while the second-place Milwaukee Brewers are at home against the lowly Cincinnati Reds, and the 
traditional rival St. Louis Cardinals are gasping for life in Atlanta against the Braves. 
 
But no matter how you do the math, there will be no World Series tickets for Chicago Cubs fans this 
season. 
 



 
Oh, I still am confident that the Cubs will win the Central Division, sweep through the National League 
playoffs, beat Boston, Houston or Cleveland in a thrilling World Series and assure us fans of the chance 
to see the Cubs players, coaches and management ride around Chicago in a victory parade on a sunny 
November day with unseasonable temperatures in the low 70s. 
 
There just won't be any World Series tickets. Or any postseason tickets for Cubs fans. 
 
"New this year, postseason tickets will be available exclusively as mobile tickets via the free MLB 
Ballpark app," reads the letter the Cubs sent to season-ticket holders. Instead of showing a ticket at the 
gate to get inside Wrigley Field, a Cubs fan will have to let the usher scan the appropriate bar code from 
the app on his or her cellphone. 
 
For a team that didn't get electric lights until 1988, this embrace of the brave new world of technology 
seems a bit revolutionary. 
 
"I think it's going to be a pain in the butt. Do people have phones, and do people have the smarts to deal 
with this stuff on their phones?" asks longtime Cubs fan John Pellettiere of Long Grove, who has yet to 
download the MLB Ballpark app on his cellphone but assures me he'll do whatever the Cubs require. 
 
"This is nothing new to sports," notes Julian Green, the vice president of communications and 
community affairs for the Cubs. MLB has been using the technology since 2013. Fans using a cellphone 
app instead of a paper ticket "is used widely around the league," Green adds, including at Wrigley Field. 
 
The system has worked flawlessly during this year's regular season at Wrigley Field, an usher assures me 
as I use an old-fashioned paper ticket to get into a game last week at Wrigley. Only one member of a 
party needs to have the tickets on an app for the entire group to enter. 
 
A recent Pew Research Center poll found that 95 percent of Americans have cellphones, and 77 percent 
of them are smartphones. Not only are Cubs fans smart enough to use the free app, they will be safer, 
Green says. 
 
"The main reason is security," Green says, noting that the app will prevent fraudulent sales, which has 
been a problem with paper tickets. "I've been with consumers and fans who have been the unlucky 
recipients of counterfeit tickets. It's happened every year for the last three years." 
 
Fans who don't have access to a mobile device can purchase a generic-looking postseason ticket for $10 
by traveling to the Wrigley Field ticket office at least 10 days before a game, or calling a ticket agent to 
have one shipped to you, Green says. And fans should never post their bar codes on social media. 
 
For those sentimental fans who like to save ticket stubs (I still have my framed and unused ticket to the 
1984 World Series that never was at Wrigley Field), the Cubs will make accommodations. After the 
postseason is finished, the Cubs will mail complimentary commemorative tickets to ticketed fans who 
request them. 
 
Provided they download the MLB Ballpark app and link it to a season-ticket account, Cubs fans can 
expect to see their postseason tickets magically appear in the app as early as Tuesday, Sept. 25. Visit 
www.cubs.com/sthballparkapp for more information, including how to forward tickets to other fans. 
 
Don't worry, it will be fine, Green assures me in the same way I assure my fellow Cubs fans who are 
nervous about the Cubs even getting to the postseason. Just enjoy the journey, and remember all those 
seasons when we Cubs fans never had to worry about baseball tickets in October. 



 
 
As Green says, a Cubs fan worrying about how to download all those postseason tickets "is a good 
problem to have." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Javier Báez takes out all of his frustrations with another smashing MVP night 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX – Javier Báez unleashed the quick, powerful swing that once generated comparisons to Gary 
Sheffield and Manny Ramirez. He stood up straight at home plate after his follow-through, shifting the 
bat from his left hand to his right hand and then throwing it onto the ground. Báez punched the air with 
his right fist while staring into the dugout and screaming. 
 
This team doesn’t have to be better than any of the “Cubs Way” fantasies during the rebuilding years or 
top the 2016 World Series team in terms of wire-to-wire dominance. Look at all the other flawed teams 
in the National League and remember that the Cubs just have to get into October, when anything can 
happen and Javy will be Javy. 
 
Báez, the breakout star from that 2016 playoff run, ignited “MVP” chants during Monday’s 5-1 win over 
the Arizona Diamondbacks at Chase Field, which dropped the Cubs’ magic number to clinch the division 
down to 10. The pro-Cubs crowd of 27,662 roared in the sixth inning when Báez launched Patrick 
Corbin’s slider into the left-center field seats for a two-run homer. The night after Willson Contreras 
didn’t hustle out of the Wrigley Field batter’s box and went viral with “Disrespect 90,” Báez took a 
moment to admire this one and release his own frustrations. 
 
“Playing the game with passion,” Báez said. “I was just talking to myself, honestly. I just said, ‘Hit that 
freakin’ pitch.’ I was just really mad at myself that I wasn’t making adjustments.” 
 
How mad? Báez replayed his earlier at-bats against Corbin, an All-Star lefty Cubs manager Joe Maddon 
compared to Hall of Famer Steve Carlton. Báez whiffed at Corbin’s 3-2 slider to strike out in the first 
inning. After he grounded out to shortstop in the fourth inning, he damaged the bathroom in the 
hallway that leads from the visiting dugout to the clubhouse, knocking off a chunk of the sink and 
smashing part of the mirror. 
 
“Yeah, but it wasn’t on purpose,” Báez said. “I actually slammed the door and I threw my bat. The bat 
was broken and I threw it to the wall and it bounced and it hit the mirror. If it was on purpose, that 
whole sink was going to be gone. It’s all right. It worked. I hit a home run.” 
 
Báez now has 32 homers, 105 RBIs, 94 runs scored, 21 stolen bases and an .893 OPS while playing Gold 
Glove-level defense at three different infield positions for the team with the NL’s best record. 
 
Does he feel the MVP buzz? 
 
“Eh,” Báez said. “At first, I used to get nervous and speed myself up a little bit. But with this year that 
I’ve been having – and the goals in April that I was looking forward to making, obviously, the Gold Glove 
and 30 homers and 100 RBIs – it kind of slowed me down a little bit. When they’re yelling ‘MVP!’ out 
there, it doesn’t speed me up like it used to.” 
 



 
The Cubs needed Báez to mature and evolve this season because too many other young players have 
been disappointments. Injuries constantly forced the Cubs to reshape the lineup and the pitching staff. 
After the Cubs made sweeping changes to the World Series coaching staff and talked up a new-and-
improved hitting approach, president of baseball operations Theo Epstein isn’t interested in doing a 
deep dive right now on why this offense hasn’t clicked. 
 
“I don’t really have the answer for that,” Epstein said. “I don’t want to sort of speculate. It’s not the time 
of year. It’s just the time of year to figure out how to score one more than the opposition rather than 
give, like, deep thoughts on the state of the offense. 
 
“If you look back a few years ago, say like ’15, we would have expected that by 2018, a number of guys 
are taking big steps forward and sort of having their prime seasons, career-type years, the way Javy is 
this year. But it’s hard to plan like that in baseball. Things don’t always happen according to plan. 
 
“This hasn’t been the year where we’ve had multiple players taking big steps forward. But we’re finding 
a way to win without it. This time of year, we’re just trying to grind and find a way to score one more 
than the opposition. It doesn’t matter who it is. What’ll probably happen the rest of the way is we get 
one or two guys hot. Hopefully, it’s two or three and you ride those guys.” 
 
To win those low-scoring playoff games, it still starts with pitching and Kyle Hendricks was working on a 
one-hit, complete-game shutout until A.J. Pollock’s ninth-inning homer. The fans who stuck around until 
the end booed when Maddon walked out to the mound to take the ball from Hendricks and give it to 
lefty reliever Justin Wilson for the last out. But after Wilson’s first pitch, Contreras threw out Paul 
Goldschmidt trying to steal second base to end the game, a reminder of his importance to this pitching-
and-defense formula. 
 
That next guy who might get hot is Kris Bryant, who hit his first home run since July 21 when he drove a 
ball over the right-center field fence and onto the pool deck in the eighth inning. Bryant missed part of 
July and all of August while dealing with left shoulder inflammation. The 2016 NL MVP is now hitting 
.320 with an .887 OPS in September. 
 
Bryant helped set up the Báez homer by working an eight-pitch at-bat against Corbin and hitting a line-
drive single. Anthony Rizzo then extended the sixth inning by hustling to avoid the double play and get 
an RBI ground out. And Báez again showed why he’s just as important to this team as Bryzzo. 
 
“It’s huge,” Báez said of Bryant’s return. “Just with having him in the lineup, it changes the other team, 
the way they’re going to pitch to us. They’re either going to pick him or Rizz or me or whoever’s in 
between. But I think if we play as a team, like I always say, nobody can beat us.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Joe Maddon backs Willson Contreras and gets defensive about ‘Disrespect 90’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX — You know it’s bad when someone running one of Major League Baseball’s official Twitter 
accounts feels emboldened to openly mock Cubs catcher Willson Contreras and star manager Joe 
Maddon. 
 
Maddon insisted he hadn’t heard about “Disrespect 90” until a reporter mentioned it during Monday’s 
pregame media session at Chase Field. That’s the caption straight from Cut4 — MLB’s self-proclaimed 



 
“spicy” Twitter account that releases videos to its 942,000 followers — and a twist on the name of 
Maddon’s charitable foundation. But the day after Contreras didn’t run hard to first base, Maddon 
definitely sounded annoyed by the line of questioning. 
 
“That’s easy to connect those dots,” Maddon said. “I disagree. I think that — under the circumstances — 
he never disrespects the game. He never disrespects 90. He thought he hit a home run. And he didn’t. 
The wind kept it in the ballpark. And on top of that, I think there’s been way too much made of this. Way 
too much. 
 
“This is over the top. It’s not necessary. Whoever’s perpetuating this is wrong. He made a mistake and 
he said he’s sorry. He did it one time, so I totally am against this dialogue because I think it’s inane. I 
think it needs to go away. Willson plays hard. And Willson’s a really great teammate to us. He had a bad 
moment and he apologized for it.” 
 
That 16-second clip Cut4 posted Sunday afternoon had already generated 710,000 views. It shows 
Contreras dropping his bat and strolling out of home plate. It took about six seconds before Contreras 
started sprinting toward first base and scrambling for a pinch-hit double in the fifth inning of a 2-1 loss 
to the Cincinnati Reds at Wrigley Field. 
 
Maddon said he didn’t think about that mental lapse while writing out Monday night’s lineup with 
Contreras hitting sixth against the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
 
“No, he was playing,” Maddon said. “No, no, no, no, that’s a bad (method). You guys are making way too 
much of it. Way too much of it.” 
 
You called it “horrible” yesterday, Maddon was told. 
 
“It was horrible, and he said he was sorry, OK?” Maddon said. “And he atoned for it, so it’s horrible, it’s 
over. Why do you have to carry it into the next day what happened yesterday? I don’t do that.” 
 
Didn’t you say you were going to talk to him? 
 
“I am,” Maddon said. “But it’s over with. For me, he made a mistake. It was a horrible mistake. He said 
I’m sorry. He plays the game hard. He plays the game right. He screwed up and he made amends for it, 
as far as I’m concerned. 
 
“It’s being talked about way too much in the scheme of things. And furthermore, our guys are on a 30-
for-30 run right now. I’m not making excuses for them. But if there’s a little less than — if they can’t lend 
that 101 percent all the time — I have to take into consideration what’s going on right now.” 
 
It’s not only Maddon’s performance in the postgame press conference. It’s Contreras not recognizing 
the situation in mid-September during the final stages of a pennant race. It’s Maddon wanting “Respect 
90” messaging detailed onto the grass at the team’s Arizona complex during the manager’s first spring 
training with the Cubs in 2015. It’s Contreras going from a dark-horse MVP candidate last year to zero 
homers since Aug. 1 and a .646 post-All-Star Game OPS. It’s the nagging sense that this talented team 
sometimes turns it on and off while too many young players have either plateaued or taken steps 
backward this season. 
 
“It should never happen,” Maddon said. “It shouldn’t happen, for me, in spring training. It shouldn’t 
happen in May. It should not happen yesterday. It should never happen. It should never happen. But it 



 
does. And he’s not the first guy that has done it. He’s not going to be the last where they really thought 
they touched something off and it doesn’t go out. 
 
“Again, of course, you should not do that. But it happens. It’s going to happen again. And I’m not just 
saying with us. It’s an industry-wide situation that’s going to happen.” 
 
Maddon is right in that the biggest player-development challenge for the Cubs and Contreras in the 
minors had been trying to get him to play under control and channel all that emotion in the right 
direction. As a rookie, Contreras created so much energy for the 2016 World Series team and impressed 
veterans with the way he did his homework and performed under pressure. This is still one of the top 
two-way catchers in all of baseball, a potential franchise player. 
 
“He knows he messed up,” president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. “He respects the game. 
He knows right from wrong. (He knows) in the moment when he did the wrong thing that it bothered 
not only everyone in the organization — and all his teammates — but I’m sure it bothered him. You 
could see the look on his face at second base. He apologized when he came back to the dugout. He’s still 
remorseful. 
 
“It was also one of the best swings he’s taken in two months, so let’s hope he gets hot and makes 
somebody else pay for his mistake. I’m sure that’s what he’s counting on. That’s what we’re counting 
on. But, yeah, that can’t and won’t happen again, I’m sure.” 
 
Getting called out by your manager — and on an official MLB platform — and going viral might be the 
most effective deterrent. 
 
“Listen, he wore it really well,” Maddon said before using an air-quotes gesture. “I know it’s ‘dogging it,’ 
but this guy plays hard, runs hard all the time. He thought he hit a home run. In essence, there’s 
something different about it. I still don’t want him to do that. Don’t get me wrong. But it wasn’t like he 
was purely not running. 
 
“He thought that ball was 30 rows up, not taking into the account our wind coming off the lake, which is 
ferocious, so there’s still a difference there because Willson always plays hard. And for anybody to say 
otherwise, please, come talk to me. He had a bad moment, but he said he was sorry and he did the right 
thing, so anybody that wants to hammer on that, they should come talk to me about it because I will 
defend this young man always. He plays the game the way it’s supposed to be played every day.” 
 
-- 
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