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Padres looking to make 
moves, move in right 
direction 
 
Kevin Acee  
  

One of the harshest critics of how baseball’s teams do business, especially those he 
believes are not doing their best to win, is a fan of the Padres’ operation. 

“We have a club in the Padres that has … done a lot of things to build the franchise,” 
agent Scott Boras said this week at MLB’s General Manager meetings at La Costa 
Resort & Spa, contrasting the Padres’ trajectory and effort with a number of other 
losing organizations. “… When you foster a perception of growth and of the future, 
we’ve seen franchises where the attendance is up, because (fans) understand the club 
is not regressing but is improving. They know a foundation has been laid where they 
know success is coming.” 

While Boras perhaps undervalued San Diego’s excellent weather, the allure of Petco 
Park and plentiful promotions, the numbers at least did not contradict his assertion. 

The Padres were one of 13 teams with attendance increases — albeit a modest 2 
percent (566 more fans per game) — despite their 65-97 record. They were one of just 
three losing teams (along with the Angels and Phillies, who were both 80-82) to not 
suffer a decline. 

Boras dismissed poor weather in much of the country early in the season as a 
significant contributing factor in baseball’s overall attendance decline of more than 4 
percent. He pointed out the Marlins and Blue Jays, who had the largest drops in 
attendance, play in domed venues. But Boras did not account for the fact the Marlins 
and Blue Jays altered the way they counted attendance or any other factors such as 
increased strikeouts and the laborious pace of many games league wide. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/major-league-baseball-T15007055-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/toronto-blue-jays-ORSPT000030-topic.html
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His grander point was railing against what seems to be the aim of losing by many 
teams, who don’t spend to acquire or retain veteran players and instead ostensibly 
seek to rebuild through higher draft picks awarded to organizations with the worst 
records. For the first time in history, eight teams finished last season with at least 95 
losses. 

The Padres were one of those eight, but Boras attributed interest in the team 
primarily to the fact they have sold their fan base on the idea they are making moves 
to go in the right direction. 

Boras represents first baseman Eric Hosmer, the Padres’ prized signing last 
February, as well as a number of their top prospects such as 2017 first-round pick 
MacKenzie Gore. 

Hosmer was among the high-profile free agents who sat idle last winter as teams 
shied from throwing around big money. Boras and many agents and players railed 
against owners colluding. 

As for how this offseason will unfold, recent events and the estimation of some front 
office members and agents who participated in discussions at the GM meetings 
indicate a brisker transactional pace forthcoming. 

Wednesday night, the Rays acquired outfielder Guillermo Heredia and catcher Mike 
Zunino from the Mariners in exchange for Mallex Smith. The teams also swapped 
minor leaguers in this offseason’s first noteworthy trade. 

Last month, the first significant potential free agent was locked up, as third 
baseman Eduardo Escobar agreed to a three-year deal. 

During the GM meetings, the Yankees re-signed starting pitcher C.C. Sabathia to a 
one-year contract. The Yankees are said to be in the market for one of the top free 
agent starters, and General Manager Brian Cashman said here this week the team is 
fielding offers for starting pitcher Sonny Gray and anticipate trading him. 

The Padres are one of the interested teams. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/sd-sp-padres-scott-boras-eric-hosmer-lava-talent-0220-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tampa-bay-rays-ORSPT000221-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-zunino-PESPT0015840-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-zunino-PESPT0015840-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/seattle-mariners-ORSPT000026-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eduardo-escobar-PESPT000009835-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/sonny-gray--PESPT000011596-topic.html
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They see the 29-year-old right-hander, who had a 4.90 ERA in 30 games (23 starts) 
for the Yankees this season, as potentially helping anchor their rotation in 2019 and 
helping a young staff grow. Gray posted a 3.42 ERA in 114 games (112 starts) for the 
A’s before the Yankees acquired him at the July 31 trade deadline in 2017. 

The team is also part of the pursuit of free agent righty Nathan Eovaldi as a means to 
find an experienced quality starter who can bridge the gap between now and the 
planned contending versions of the Padres in 2020 and beyond. Gray is eligible for 
free agency after the ’19 season. 

Padres General Manager A.J. Preller departed the meetings, which concluded 
Thursday morning, with a better idea of what is possible in terms of trades and 
pursuit of free agents. 

One of his primary immediate concerns is the Nov. 20 deadline to set the 40-man 
roster in advance of the Rule 5 draft, the Dec. 13 exercise in which teams can poach 
certain minor leaguers not on another team’s 40-man roster. The Padres have at least 
a half-dozen players they need to fit on their 40-man roster by that time. 

One of the ways they envision paring their roster is via trade, which does lend some 
urgency to their dealings. They don’t have to make those deals by Nov. 20, but it 
would help in some instances. 

“Between now and the time to set the rosters, there will be discussions,” Preller said. 
“Whether we line up on anything, we’ll see.” 

Even with that roster challenge looming, the Padres are arguably dealing from a 
position of strength. 

Not only have they been receiving heavy interest on corner outfielders Franmil Reyes 
and Hunter Renfroe and catcher Austin Hedges, they have a number of prospects 
other organizations covet. The Padres believe now is the time to move some of those 
minor league commodities. 

“We have a lot of players clubs want,” Preller said. “We have a system we feel like is 
going to produce good players. The big thing is what do you do with those guys, which 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-40-man-roster-1011-story.html
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one of those guys is going to play in the big leagues? Not everybody is going to get 
there. 

“You can only play nine guys at a time. So you’ve got to be able to strengthen some 
other areas we feel aren’t quite as strong on our current club and try to line up from a 
timing standing a lot of these guys playing at the same time and hitting their peak 
together. That’s all part of the trick.” 
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Baseball GMs — finally — 
are talking about the Padres 
Bryce Miller 
  

They’re paying attention to the Padres, the franchise in perpetual transition. They’re 
peeking at the farm system, the one that rocketed from near the bottom of the big 
leagues to No. 1. 

They’re curious if all that money invested in international talent — nearly $80 million 
after not once spending more than $5 million in a single signing period — actually 
takes winning root. 

As Major League Baseball general managers swirled around the swanky, sun-splashed 
Omni La Costa Resort & Spa this week, the Padres posed one of the most fascinating 
“what ifs” of this offseason not named Bryce Harper. 

Yes, those Padres. Yes, the franchise known for sleepy irrelevance, a playoff no-show 
since 2006, now making a run at … well, who knows? And that’s the thing. No one’s 
quite sure. 

One thing is certain, though. They’re being talked about for the first time in a very 
long time. 

Is there buzz? 

“Within the game, yes,” said ESPN’s Pedro Gomez. “But until a prospect makes it, 
he’s a prospect. (Shortstop Fernando) Tatis obviously is the big name, but a prospect 
has to prove it at the major league level. They’ve got to do it. 

“The thinking is, out of every 10, if three make it, that’s great. That means seven don’t. 
So you have to understand that a lot of names people are hearing as up-and-comers 
may never make it. But if they get three out of every 10, then they’re on the right 
track.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bryce-harper-PESPT0015285-topic.html
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That’s the thing that has created a well of November fascination about these Padres 
among the grand group of baseball’s front-office tinkerers. This is a collection of 
minds who lean on analytics, Moneyball and celestial alignment to unlock the secrets 
of swings and leverage dollars like Wall Street wizards. 

One National League GM, when asked if others are paying attention to the Padres: 
“Definitely.” 

Two GMs wonder about all that depth, the kind Padres director of player personnel 
Logan White once told the Union-Tribune surpassed any he had in more than a 
decade of stacking building blocks for two World Series teams with the Dodgers. 

Consider for a second that White guided drafts that landed Clayton Kershaw, Corey 
Seager, Matt Kemp, Cody Bellinger, Carlos Santana and Joc Pederson. He signed 
Yasiel Puig, Kenley Jansen and Hyun-Jin Ryu. 

As one GM put it, paraphrasing: Who would have thought we’d be looking at San 
Diego as a target in the Rule 5 draft? For those unversed in murky baseball business, 
Rule 5 prevents teams from stockpiling too much talent in the minors if other teams 
are willing to pay them to play in the majors. 

Generally, the Padres have been the franchise picking through the bargain bin. Now, 
the script could flip. 

“They’ve done a great job,” said Alex Anthopoulos, GM of the resurgent Braves who 
previously worked as an assistant GM with the Dodgers. “Scouting, player 
development, (Padres GM) A.J. (Preller) has a lot of experience in that. His team and 
his group, Logan White as well. Give them credit for the work they’ve done.” 

Anthopoulos brought up White. He wasn’t alone. So did two other GMs. So did 
Gomez. 

There’s thinking across the game that White, with his experience and unique eye for 
talent, could be a game-changing piece for a franchise seeking some real and lasting 
regime change. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-dodgers-ORSPT000015-topic.html


  

 8 

“I think adding someone like Logan White, with that track record, is a positive sign,” 
Gomez said. “The names he scouted and signed off on, it’s an impressive list.” 

Andrew Friedman, Dodgers president of baseball operations, agreed. 

“Obviously, he’s got a really good reputation,” Friedman said. “They’ve added a lot of 
talent to their organization and I’m not surprised Logan’s in the middle of it.” 

Another GM, though, cautioned that piling up options isn’t enough in today’s game. 
Prospects have to deliver on that promise. They also have to fit, from daily roles to 
clubhouse relationships. Winning baseball, after all, is a complex biosphere. 

The Padres, the GM said, won’t prove all this legwork has worked until … it works. 
Preller, when asked if his cell phone was shouldering a unique workload this week, 
said it’s been busy — but hardly staggering. 

Preller might want to pick up an extra cell phone charger, though. Things could ramp 
up quickly. 

The franchise has so many directions it can zig and zag with a crowded outfield and 
deep farm system. What will the Padres do with corner guys Hunter Renfroe and 
Franmil Reyes? What about the glut of pitching prospects, including MacKenzie Gore, 
Cal Quantrill, Michel Baez, Adrian Morejon, Anderson Espinoza and Logan Allen, to 
name a few? 

So yes, GMs are paying attention. They’re taking notes. They’re curious. They’re 
eyeballing players who can’t be protected on the 40-man roster of a team that 
finished last in the NL West, 25½ games back. 

The Padres are being talked about in front offices across baseball, even though most 
aren’t entirely sure what to make of this work in progress. 

Welcome to the club. 
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Tatis Jr. named Padres' best power prospect 
 

By Jonathan Mayo and Jim Callis and Mike 
Rosenbaum MLB.com @JonathanMayo and@JimCallisMLB and @GoldenSombrero 
 

Baseball has witnessed a proliferation of home run-hitting rookies in recent years. 

In 2016, Gary Sanchez became the first player to homer 18 times in his first 45 games, only to 
see that record obliterated when Rhys Hoskins went deep 19 times in his first 34 games the 
next season. Overshadowing Hoskins in 2017, Aaron Judge (52) and Cody Bellinger (39) 
each set league records for long balls by a rookie. This year, Ronald Acuna became the 
youngest player (age 20) known to have homered in five straight games and seven of eight, 
finishing the season with 26, while Juan Soto slammed the second-most homers ever by a 
teenager (22). 

Who will form the next wave of young sluggers? Below, we identify the top power-hitting 
prospect in each organization, focusing on usable power (translatable into home run production) 
as opposed to simply raw power. 

AL East 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 3B, Blue Jays No. 1 (MLB No. 1) 
The 19-year-old phenom is the best hitter in the Minor Leagues, and it's not even close. The 
truly amazing part, however, is that he hasn't even begun in earnest to tap into the enormous 
raw power he's shown flashes of at times in his career -- which says a lot considering he totaled 
20 home runs and 26 doubles in 91 games while also hitting .381(!) this season between 
Double- and Triple-A. 
Ryan Mountcastle, 3B, Orioles No. 2 (MLB No. 63) 
Mountcastle hit 13 home runs in Double-A this year after going deep 18 times and leading the 
Minors with 48 doubles in 2017. Much of that had to do with the fractured right hand that 
sidelined him until mid-May, as Mountcastle still showed plenty of raw power to the big part of 
the field as he has throughout his career. Because of a swing that features natural loft and 
remains in the zone for an extended period of time, it's easy to envision many of Mountcastle's 
doubles clearing the fence in future seasons. 

Nate Lowe, 1B, Rays No. 13 
One of the top breakout prospects of 2018, Lowe, a 13th-round pick in the 2016 Draft, produced 
a .330/.416/.568 line with an organizational-best 27 home runs as well as 32 doubles while 
ascending from Class A Advanced Charlotte to Triple-A Durham. With power that plays to all 
parts of the field, the 23-year-old first baseman could soon be hitting in the middle of Tampa 
Bay's big league lineup. 

Bobby Dalbec, 3B, Red Sox No. 6 
Dalbec bounced back from a hamate injury that ruined his first full pro season in 2017 to rank 
fourth in the Minors with 32 homers this season, as well as place second with 70 extra-base hits 

https://www.twitter.com/JonathanMayo
https://www.twitter.com/JimCallisMLB
https://www.twitter.com/GoldenSombrero
http://m.mlb.com/player/596142/gary-sanchez
http://m.mlb.com/player/656555/rhys-hoskins
http://m.mlb.com/player/592450/aaron-judge
http://m.mlb.com/player/641355/cody-bellinger
http://m.mlb.com/player/665742/juan-soto
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tor
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bal
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=tb
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=bos
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and 109 RBIs. A fourth-round pick from Arizona in 2016, Dalbec comes with swing-and-miss 
concerns, but his raw power has prompted comparisons to Kris Bryant. 

Estevan Florial, OF, Yankees No. 2 (MLB No. 45) 
Florial's bat speed and the loft in his left-handed swing give him plenty of raw power, though 
he's still figuring things out at the plate and homered just six times in 84 games while dealing 
with a hamate injury. Signed out of Haiti in 2015, he has two more well above-average tools in 
his speed and arm strength. 

AL Central 

Bobby Bradley, 1B, Indians No. 7 
The 22-year-old left-handed slugger connected on 27 home runs between Double- and Triple-A 
and has now totaled at least 23 long balls in each of his first four full seasons. Bradley's massive 
raw power comes paired with strikeout concerns as well as some inherent streakiness, but he 
also has a sound approach that portends even more consistent game power down the road. 

Seuly Matias, OF, Royals No. 3 
Matias' season came to a premature end when he severely cut his right thumb on the cargo 
door of the team bus while loading his luggage in mid-August, but he still led the Minors in 
homers per plate appearance (one every 12.1) and ranked sixth with 31 homers in just 94 
games. Signed for $2.25 million out of the Dominican Republic in 2015, he also homered at the 
SiriusXM All-Star Futures Game, where World manager David Ortiz likened him to a young 
Sammy Sosa. 

Christin Stewart, OF, Tigers No. 6 
He's led the Tigers organization in home runs in each of his three full seasons of pro ball, with at 
least 25 in each season and a high of 30 in 2016, his first full year after coming out of 
Tennessee. He improved his overall approach without sacrificing power in 2018, cutting his K 
rate but still hitting 25 long balls. 

Brent Rooker, 1B, Twins No. 7 
Rooker showed how advanced his bat is by reaching the Florida State League and hitting 18 
homers in 62 games during his summer pro debut in 2017. He went straight to Double-A in 2018 
and led the Twins with 22 home runs, 13 of which came during a torrid June and July. 

Eloy Jimenez, OF, White Sox No. 1 (MLB No. 3) 
The jewel of the White Sox's 2017 trade that sent Jose Quintana to the Cubs, Jimenez is the 
closest rival to Blue Jays third baseman Vladimir Guerrero Jr. as the best offensive prospect in 
baseball. The Dominican battled pectoral and adductor strains in 2018 yet still set career highs 
in homers (22) and slugging (.577) while dominating Triple-A at age 21. 

Monte Harrison, OF, Marlins No. 2 
The 6-foot-3, 220-pounder's power has blossomed in the last two seasons in the form of 21- and 
19-homer campaigns, though it's come at the cost of a soaring strikeout rate and perpetuated 
concerns about his contact skills. At the same time, it's important to remember that the 23-year-
old outfielder is still playing catch-up developmentally after a decorated multi-sport prep career 
followed by an injury-plagued start to his pro career. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592178/kris-bryant
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nyy
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cle
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=kc
http://m.mlb.com/player/621514/christin-stewart
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=det
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=min
http://m.mlb.com/player/650391/eloy-jimenez
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=cws
http://m.mlb.com/player/500779/jose-quintana
http://m.mlb.com/player/656509/monte-harrison
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mia
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Peter Alonso, 1B, Mets No. 2 (MLB No. 58) 
Not only did Alonso tie for the Minor League lead with 36 homers (and lead the Minors outright 
with 119 RBIs), he's shown ridiculous exit velocity with home runs on big stages (113.6 mph at 
the Futures Game; 110 mph at the AFL's Fall Stars Game). Each blast knocks louder on the big 
league door. 

Carter Kieboom, SS, Nationals No. 2 (MLB No. 37) 
The 2016 first-rounder impressed with his power potential in his first fully healthy season, 
connecting on 16 homers and 31 doubles in 123 games while reaching Double-A. Kieboom's 
uptick in power didn't detract from his hitting ability or approach either -- a big reason why 
evaluators forecast the 21-year-old shortstop to find even more power as he adjusts to upper-
level pitching. 

Darick Hall, 1B, Phillies 
For two years running, the big first baseman has led the organization in homers (tying with 
Hoskins in 2017) and RBIs. He's hit 54 homers over those two seasons, reaching Double-A for 
the first time in 2018. An improved approach should let him tap into his power even more. 

NL Central 

Keston Hiura, 1B, Brewers No. 1 (MLB No. 30) 
You'd be hard-pressed to find a right-handed hitter with a more impactful right-handed swing 
and better bat-to-ball skills than Hiura, who slashed .293/.357/.464 with 52 extra-base hits in his 
first full season. Corey Ray and Jake Gatewood also have impressive power, however Hiura's 
consistent stroke and feel for using the big part of the field make him a better candidate to apply 
his power all the way up the ladder. 

Nolan Gorman, 3B, Cardinals No. 2 (MLB No. 73) 
All Gorman did was lead all 2018 draftees with 17 homers in 63 total games that led to a .570 
SLG and .950 OPS in his pro debut. The No. 19 overall pick out of the Arizona high school 
ranks was so impressive, he reached full-season ball and silenced some who worried about how 
his hit tool would play in pro ball. 

Nelson Velazquez, OF, Cubs No. 21 
Though Velazquez wasn't ready for full-season ball in his first full pro season, he still has the 
best power potential in the Cubs system and hinted at it by slugging .458 in the short-season 
Northwest League. A fifth-round pick as a Puerto Rico high schooler in 2017, he has a quick 
right-handed bat and a take-no-prisoners approach. 

Oneil Cruz, SS, Pirates No. 4 
Others hit more home runs than he did in the Pirates system in 2018 (Will Craig topped it with 
20), but the 6-foot-6 shortstop took a big step forward overall offensively and did hit 14 out as a 
teenager in the South Atlantic League. There is no question there's much more pop to come as 
he fills out that frame. 

Ibandel Isabel, 1B, Reds 
Isabel's power started showing up big time in 2016 when he slugged .579 and reached full-
season ball with the Dodgers. He followed that up with a 28-homer breakout in 2017. The Reds 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=nym
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=was
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=mil
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=stl
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=chc
http://m.mlb.com/player/665833/oneil-cruz
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=pit
http://m.mlb.com/player/642462/ibandel-isabel
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acquired him last April and he finished with 36 home runs, tying for the Minor League lead, and 
has a career .513 SLG. 

NL West 

Kristian Robinson, OF, D-backs No. 12 
He has a long way to go as a 17-year-old with just 222 career at-bats on his professional 
resume. But people talk about his raw power in hushed tones and it was on display during 
instructs more consistently. As he fills out his 6-foot-3 frame, his .428 slugging percentage will 
assuredly increase. 

DJ Peters, OF, Dodgers No. 8 
Peters has a long track record of power production, setting a Western Nevada CC home run 
record (16) in the program's final season in 2016; leading the Rookie-level Pioneer League in 
total bases (161) and OPS (1.052) in his pro debut that summer; topping the high Class A 
California League in extra-base hits (61) and slugging (.514) en route to MVP honors in 
2017; and pacing the Double-A Texas League in homers (29), extra-base hits (55) and total 
bases (232) this summer. He derives his pop from impressive strength and leverage in his 6-
foot-6 frame. 

Chris Shaw, OF, Giants No. 4 
The best college power hitter available in the 2015 Draft, Shaw led the Cape Cod League with 
eight homers the previous summer and the short-season Northwest League with 12 in his pro 
debut. The Boston College first-rounder has since mashed 69 homers in three full Minor League 
seasons, then smoked a Seunghwan Oh slider 468 feet for his first big league blast in 
September. 

Fernando Tatis Jr., SS, Padres No. 1 (MLB No. 2) 
He became the first 18-year-old in Midwest League history to post at least 20 home runs and 20 
stolen bases in 2017, and would have posted another 20-20 season in Double-A at age 19 this 
past season if not for a season-ending thumb injury in late July. Tatis has already shown in-
game power to all fields and has massive raw power to his pull side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ari
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=la
http://m.mlb.com/player/622046/chris-shaw
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sf
http://m.mlb.com/player/493200/seunghwan-oh
http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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MadFriars’ Wrap-Up Series: El Paso Chihuahuas 
The El Paso Chihuahuas finished another successful year in 2018, finishing at 82-57. 
The club has been the most consistent winner in the Padres’ farm system since they 
became a Padres affiliate in 2014. 
Triple-A can be a weird environment, full of veteran players who would much rather 
play in the big leagues, although this year’s squad had plenty of prospects. Second 
baseman Luis Urias finished his development in the Sun City before a late-season 
promotion to San Diego and catcher Francisco Mejia saw some time for the 
Chihuahuas before being promoted in September. 
 

Top Players: Top prospect Luis Urias had a bit of an uneven campaign, however, his 
overall statistics looked quite strong when all was said and done. The 21-year-old 
second baseman posted a .398 on-base percentage and clubbed a career-high eight 
homers and 30 doubles. The talented infielder got a brief look in San Diego in 
September and figures to head into 2019 as the Padres’ starter at second. 
 
Top Pitchers: Brett Kennedy was undefeated for the Chihuahuas in 2018, as the 
former Fordham Rams went 10-0, with a 2.72 ERA. Kennedy has never been a big-
time prospect in the system, but his consistency rivals any pitcher in the organization 
since he was drafted in 2015. Kennedy struggled in his cameo in San Diego, but he 
presents another intriguing arm that the Padres can deploy in 2019. 
 
MadFriars Announcer Series: Tim Hagerty 
Tim Hagerty has had one heck of a journey broadcasting professional baseball. The 
veteran broadcaster has been the voice behind all five seasons of Chihuahuas 
baseball. Hagerty has also had stops in Tucson, Arizona, Portland, Oregon, Idaho 
Falls and Mobile, Alabama. All those stops were calling games for a Padres’ affiliate. 
In addition, Hagerty wrote Root for the Home Team: Minor League Baseball’s Most 
Off-the-Wall Team Names and the Stories Behind Them in 2012; which is a fun read 
for everyone. 
 

Hagerty gave us some insight into the talent that passed through El Paso during the 
2018 season. 

MadFriars: Luis Urias had a good year overall, but his strikeout rate went up quite a 
bit. Do you think it was just a byproduct of facing more advanced pitching? 

 
Tim Hagerty: Yes, I think that happens to first-year Triple-A hitters. PCL pitching 
staffs include guys who have been in professional baseball for a decade, in many 
cases with major league experience. 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/luis-urias-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/brett-kennedy-player-stats
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It’s amazing to think how young Luis is. At the time he was called up by the Padres, 
he was still the youngest player on the Chihuahuas, even with youthful arrivals like 
Logan Allen having joined the team. Most 21-year-olds are playing for Fort Wayne or 
Lake Elsinore. 
 

You only got a brief look at Francisco Mejia but what were your impressions of his 
talent at the plate and behind the dish? 
 

Tim Hagerty: He’s very talented. It’s obvious why he stood out to Padres evaluators. 
One day in Colorado Springs, he made the best catcher’s throw I’ve ever seen. The 
throw was so low, I thought it was going to hit the mound. It went over the mound and 
reached the infielders glove in the air. 
 

Javier Guerra really came on at the end of the season. Did he make any adjustments 
that helped harness the talent that he has? 
 

Tim Hagerty: There are blocks of time that he looks like the best player on the field. 
And I don’t mean only defensively. For a thin guy, there’s some serious strength 
there. He hit a few home runs to right field in El Paso that traveled [Alex] 
Dickerson/[Ryan] Schimpf distance. 
Maybe with more at-bats and experience his cumulative offensive results will 
improve. As for his defense, Rod Barajas said in a TV interview that Javy is the best 
defensive shortstop he’s ever been around, and Rod’s been in professional baseball 
for more than 20 years. 
 

Cal Quantrill seemed to pitch well after being promoted to El Paso. What kind of stuff 
did he show in his six outings with the club. 
 

Tim Hagerty: Scouts covering El Paso brought up his changeup and it seemed he 
got swings and misses that way. Cal’s best start came in a must-win playoff game for 
the Chihuahuas in Fresno. I’ve been told the Padres front office makes note of who 
performs well in minor league playoff games and Cal definitely aced that test. 
After a late-season promotion, Logan Allen continued to be lights-out in El Paso. How 
did his off-speed pitches look? 
 
Tim Hagerty: The coaching staff gave good reviews of all of his pitches. Sometimes 
pitchers have bumpy starts to their first Triple-A stint but Logan was the opposite, 
only two earned runs allowed in his first four games here. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if Allen goes the Eric Lauer route in 2019 – begin the year in 

https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/alex-dickerson-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/alex-dickerson-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/ryan-schimpf-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
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Triple-A and become an MLB-promotion candidate shortly thereafter. 
Brett Kennedy was one of the best pitchers in the PCL before his promotion. What 
can you tell us about the pitcher you saw go undefeated in his first run through the 
PCL? 

Tim Hagerty: I heard Brett say in multiple interviews that he doesn’t focus on his 
stats and his sole goal is to leave the game with his team leading or close to leading. 
He seems to pitch that way, not scared of contact. 
I was happy to see him show better in a few of his late-August Padres starts. He had 
a great season here. 
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