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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels’ woes continue against Rays with 8-3 loss 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — Martin Maldonado sat next to a portable plastic basketball hoop with an undersized rim, 
counting. 

Mike Trout kept shooting a small rubber basketball, and he kept missing – one, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine. According to the ad hoc rules of clubhouse basketball, Trout had one shot left. He 
sank it, ending the pregame tomfoolery version of a long national nightmare. 

Back on the main stage, the Angels lost 8-3 to the Tampa Bay Rays. Trout extended the longest hitless 
streak of his career to 21 at-bats before hitting a solo home run in his final at-bat of the game. 

Trout also leaped in pursuit of a Wilson Ramos home run in the third inning, only to watch the ball 
glance off the webbing of his glove, off the top of the center-field wall, and into a green thicket for a 
home run. Another shot taken, another missed. 

Between a lineup that mustered only six hits against Blake Snell and two relievers, and a disastrous 2-
2/3-inning start by Nick Tropeano, the Angels did not have the threads to piece together a win. 

Their fourth straight loss left the Angels with a 25-20 record, 3-1/2 games behind the Houston Astros for 
first place in the American League West. The Angels were in a virtual tie for first after beating the Astros 
on Monday. Now they’re in third place, a half-game behind the Seattle Mariners. 

“I think there’s a lot of things happening right now,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “We’ve faced some 
good arms, but these guys are talented enough we should be able to do a little bit better than we’ve 
been doing these last 10 days. And they know that.” 

Friday’s disjointed effort included brief glimpses of greatness. 

During batting practice, Shohei Ohtani hit a baseball against the right-field scoreboard, whose base sits 
approximately 500 feet from home plate. The Angels had never attempted to calculate the distance 
from home plate to the facade of the 49-foot tall display because no player had ever hit a baseball 
against it. An official distance is expected Saturday. 

“I’m not sure if it was the farthest ball I’ve hit, but I guess that kind of proves that I am improving all 
aspects of my hitting,” Ohtani said through his interpreter. 

In BP, he added, “I try to hit a home run every pitch, whether it’s right, center or left field – all fields.” 

Later, in his first plate appearance, Ohtani doubled against Snell to begin the second inning. But he was 
stranded at third base when Rays right fielder Johnny Field dove to catch a sinking line drive, ending the 
inning. 
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Michael Hermosillo began the third inning by pounding a double to left field in his first major league at-
bat. The rookie outfielder drew a round of applause from the announced crowd of 40,067, which he 
figured included at least a dozen friends or family. But Hermosillo was stranded at second base when 
Trout watched a two-strike fastball whiz over the inside corner of Manny Gonzalez’s strike zone, ending 
the inning. 

By then Tampa Bay had already forced Scioscia to tap into his bullpen. 

Tropeano allowed a solo home run to Upland High product Daniel Robertson in the second inning of a 
scoreless game. In the third inning, Tropeano pitched to four batters after recording the second out. 
Ramos homered, and the next three batters singled. The Angels trailed 4-0 and Noe Ramirez was forced 
to put out the fire. 

Tropeano allowed six hits, walked three batters and was charged with four runs, all earned. His earned-
run average swelled from 3.64 to 4.45. 

Ramirez didn’t allow a run in the fourth inning, passing the torch to Cam Bedrosian to begin the fifth. 
Ramos greeted Bedrosian with a home run, his second of the game. A walk and two singles later, 
Bedrosian was headed for the showers and the Rays led 6-0. 

The Angels answered with two runs in the bottom of the fifth inning. Both came on a single by Andrelton 
Simmons, who batted second for the first time on a day off for Ian Kinsler. 

Up 6-2, Tampa Bay used a squeeze bunt to score another run in the seventh inning. Trout’s home run in 
the eighth inning made it 7-3, but Field knocked in a run against Eduardo Paredes in the ninth inning to 
provide the final score. 

The Rays were planning to throw a bullpen game on Saturday, beginning with veteran relief pitcher 
Sergio Romo. They probably needed a long outing from Snell and they got one. The left-hander allowed 
two runs in 6-2/3 innings, while Chaz Roe and Jonny Venters recorded the final seven outs. 

The Angels were not planning to throw a bullpen game Friday, and Scioscia didn’t rule out the possibility 
of bringing up a relief pitcher from the minor leagues to bolster their coverage. 

Andrew Heaney will start Saturday. He was the last Angels pitcher to win a game, and he needed a 
brilliant eight-inning, one-run effort to beat Houston. The left-hander said it was probably the best start 
of his career. 

The Angels would have needed a similarly sterling start from Tropeano to win Friday. Outfielder Justin 
Upton, who was still nursing a sore left hand after being hit by a pitch Thursday, joined Kinsler on the 
bench. The Angels batted 1 for 10 with runners in scoring position and left eight men on base. 

Hermosillo followed his historic first hit with three strikeouts, finishing 1 for 4. What did he think of big 
league pitching? 

“Oh man,” Hermosillo said, leaning back in a chair at his locker. “Obviously, definitely, impressive. But 
I’m here to compete against them, so I’ll try to do my best.” 
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Angels turn to rookie Michael Hermosillo for outfield depth 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — When Michael Hermosillo arrived at Angel Stadium early Friday afternoon for his first 
major league game, not many players were around. He said at least three guys beat him to the ballpark: 
Andrew Heaney, Matt Shoemaker and Mike Trout. 

“Just to get a hug from Trout, a guy like that, is just awesome,” Hermosillo said. 

Hermosillo, 23, showed up early enough that he had all afternoon to let the fuzzy feeling subside before 
playing the Tampa Bay Rays. He was penciled into the No. 9 spot in the batting order and started in right 
field. Kole Calhoun, mired in a season-long slump, was given a day off. 

To make room for Hermosillo on the active roster, pitcher Felix Peña was optioned to Triple-A Salt Lake. 

Listed at 5-foot-11 and 190 pounds in the team’s media guide, Hermosillo did not profile as a power 
hitter when he was plucked out of high school in the 28th round of the 2013 draft. In 2017, before 
Hermosillo earned a spot on the Angels’ 40-man roster, he hit a career-high nine home runs across three 
minor league levels. 

Six weeks into the 2018 season, Hermosillo had six home runs with Salt Lake. 

“That’s never been the case before,” he said. “My strikeouts were a little up at first but now I’m starting 
to get the hang of that with the new approach, new swing, et cetera. I’m working out the kinks. I feel 
good right now. Especially the last 10 games, I’ve been seeing the ball well, not chasing pitches as much. 
Hopefully, I can just take that into today.” 

Hermosillo had a .267 batting average and .366 on-base percentage to go along with his .481 slugging 
percentage at Salt Lake. He stole 35 bases in 120 minor league games last year and was successful in 
seven of his first 10 attempts this year at Salt Lake. 

Between Calhoun’s struggles and Justin Upton’s left hand injury, Hermosillo’s first call-up might be 
short-lived. The Angels would prefer Calhoun reach base closer to his .330 career mark than the major 
league low .196 he’s posted in 2018. So long as Calhoun’s bat is a liability, Hermosillo should have a 
chance to steal plate appearances. 

A Chris Archer fastball left a bruise on Upton’s left hand Thursday. He isn’t expected to visit the disabled 
list, but Manager Mike Scioscia said Friday was too soon for Upton to pick up a bat. If nothing else, 
Hermosillo provides needed depth. Chris Young got a rare start in left field Friday. 

Peña, a right-hander, allowed two runs in 1 2/3 innings Thursday against the Rays in his second stint 
with the Angels this year. 

SHOEMAKER UPDATE 
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Pitcher Matt Shoemaker is scheduled to meet with Dr. Susan MacKinnon in St. Louis on Monday, a 
follow-up visit to determine treatment for the nerve issue in his right forearm. 

The pitcher said his prognosis was still pending a consultation between MacKinnon and the Angels’ in-
house team of doctors. 

“She thinks it’s a nerve compression,” Shoemaker said. “Something is pushing down on my nerve 
causing this to repeat.” 

For now, Shoemaker’s options include surgery and non-surgical treatment. 

“I feel like I can be ready whenever it’s ready,” he said. “We just have to fix the problem first, and I think 
we’ve gotten closer to doing this.” 

The veteran right-hander has been limited to 15 starts the last two seasons. 

ALSO 

Pitcher Blake Wood, on the 10-day disabled list with right elbow impingement, might continue his minor 
league rehabilitation assignment before being activated, Scioscia said. Wood has pitched twice this week 
for Class-A Inland Empire. … New York Giants wide receiver Odell Beckham Jr. took batting practice as a 
guest of the Rays. He hit two balls over the outfield wall right-handed and hit a line drive to right field 
left-handed on his final swing. 

UP NEXT 

Rays (RHP Sergio Romo, 1-0, 4.96 ERA) vs. Angels (LHP Andrew Heaney, 2-2, 3.93 ERA), Saturday, 6 p.m., 
Fox Sports West 

 

          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels’ slump continues with another loss to the Rays 8-3 

By Jeff Miller 

The current state of the Angels was summed up Friday when Tampa Bay scored on a ball that had an 
estimated exit velocity of 1 mph and traveled maybe 18 inches. 

Even more fitting was the fact the run scored only because of an error by Martin Maldonado, the Angels' 
Gold Glove catcher who was unable to pick up the ball cleanly and make the tag. 

The misplay helped the Rays to an 8-3 victory that extended a run of misery for the Angels. 

Since their 13-3 start, they are 12-17. They've lost four in a row and six of eight and right now resemble 
a team in need of a serious break. 
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That might come Saturday, when the Rays are scheduled to start Sergio Romo, whose previous 588 big-
league appearances all have been in relief. After an inning or two of Romo, left-hander Ryan Yarbrough 
is set to enter. 

Who knows? Perhaps this latest version of a "bullpen day" might be just odd enough to shake awake the 
Angels, especially their offense. 

"We've faced some good arms," manager Mike Scioscia said. "But these guys are talented enough, we 
should be able to do a little bit better than we've been doing these past 10 days." 

Entering Friday, the Angels were hitting .179 (34 for 190) over their previous six games and had scored 
12 runs in their past 63 innings. 

Their only rally of more than one run in the past week had come Tuesday when Justin Upton hit a two-
run homer in the first inning. 

Other than that, it had been all zeroes or ones on the scoreboard, with a lot more zeroes, to be sure. 

Even worse, they've now lost nine of their last 10 at home to Tampa Bay, an organization that this spring 
was part of a grievance filed by the players association accusing certain teams of not trying hard enough 
to win. 

Instead, the Rays have taken the first two games of this series, the latest victory aided by the bizarre-
looking, aforementioned suicide squeeze by Johnny Field. 

He dropped his bunt directly in front of home plate with Christian Arroyo dashing in from third. 
Maldonado couldn't execute the play as he fell down while attempting to get back to tag Arroyo. 

Even before the game began, the Angels were playing from behind. They didn't have Upton, their 
leading RBI producer who was hit in the left hand Thursday by a Chris Archer fastball. 

Upton's absence — considered short term — led Scioscia to drop Mike Trout to third and elevate 
Andrelton Simmons to the No. 2 spot behind Zack Cozart. 

Scioscia also opted to not start Ian Kinsler, who's batting .205, moving Cozart to second base and 
inserting Jefry Marte at third. 

Maldonado was moved up to seventh, followed by Chris Young and debuting rookie Michael Hermosillo, 
who started in right field in place of the struggling Kole Calhoun and doubled in his first at-bat before 
striking out three times. 

"There's a long way to go," Scioscia said. "We have a lot of confidence in what we're going to do in the 
batter's box. 

Still, all his changes Friday produced a two-run single by Simmons in the fifth and only one other swing 
of note: Trout ended his career-worst hitless streak at 21 at-bats when he hit his 13th homer leading off 
the eighth. 
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"He was pretty sure he was going to get another hit this year," Scioscia said. "He's been working very 
hard this week. It was good to see him get a-hold of one." 

Nick Tropeano's start went to pieces in the third, when the Rays sent all nine hitters to the plate. He 
gave up a two-run homer to Wilson Ramos and an RBI single to Mallex Smith and was pulled after a walk 
to Arroyo. 

Tampa Bay led 4-0 at that point and the prospect of this slumbering offense suddenly lurching to life 
against left-hander Blake Snell seemed remote. 

Tropeano's performance ended a franchise-record 17 consecutive games in which an Angels starter gave 
up three or fewer runs. 

For another night, though, it was the offense that really came up short. 

 

Angels plug Michael Hermosillo into thinning outfield and hope for a spark 

By Jeff Miller 

He began the month hitting for the cycle and Friday he hit for the Angels, batting ninth and starting in 
right field. 

Michael Hermosillo's first big-league promotion capped what he called "a wild experience," the 
slumping Angels thinking perhaps he could provide a spark. He doubled to deep left in his first at-bat but 
struck out in each of his next three. 

"Now it's just about trusting what I've been doing and what I'm still capable of doing and doing it at this 
level, too," Hermosillo said, "because the game doesn't change. It's the same baseball game." 

With Kole Calhoun struggling, Justin Upton's injury thinning the outfield corps and Tampa Bay starting 
the left-handed Blake Snell, the Angels turned to a 23-year-old who began last season at class A. 

Hermosillo eventually reached triple-A Salt Lake in 2017 and opened this season with the Bees. 

After a slow first couple weeks he began to emerge and, on May 1, hit for the cycle against the Fresno 
Grizzlies, a feat that included a grand slam. 

After getting three hits on opening day, Calhoun has spiraled downward. He entered the weekend 
batting .163. 

Upton was struck in the left hand Thursday by a Chris Archer fastball. Tests revealed no fracture, but he 
was not ready to return Friday. Manager Mike Scioscia said he hoped Upton could be back "in a couple 
days." 

Shoemaker update 
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As the questions concerning Matt Shoemaker's forearm nerve injury persist, the right-hander suggested 
doctors could be "inching" toward a resolution. 

Shoemaker visited a specialist this week in St. Louis and returned without any definite next step. He'll 
travel back to see the same doctor next week for a consultation that could yield some answers. 

He said the medical professionals who have seen him are discussing the injury — one Shoemaker called 
"not normal" and "weird" — with an eye on finding a consensus on treatment. 

"My frustration level is through the roof and it's been that way," said Shoemaker, who first started 
having issues in his right forearm 11 months ago. 

A second surgery is possible, Shoemaker having undergone a procedure in August to relieve 
compression on the nerve. He said it appears that the nerve is being compressed again. 

Wood update 

Reliever Blake Wood (elbow impingement) could make another rehabilitation appearance before 
rejoining the Angels. 

 

He was the Angels’ first two-way player. Shohei Ohtani, meet Wonderful Willie 
Smith 

By Bill Shaikin 

Babe Ruth this, Shohei Ohtani that. 

In grainy black-and-white video, and in the pinstripes of the most legendary team in sport, Ruth is the 
most famous player in baseball history. In high-definition red, and in a halo bright enough to eclipse 
Mike Trout, Ohtani is the most celebrated player on the planet today. 

Ruth and Ohtani have been linked in breathless global hype, with Ohtani portrayed as the once-in-a-
century revival of the two-way star. Ruth this, Ohtani that, and no one else must have done this since 
the Roaring '20s. 

Ruth is wonderful, Ohtani too. But the last man to do this in the major leagues had that adjective as his 
nickname, and he wore a halo too. The last man to pitch in 15 games and play 15 games in the field in 
the same season did so for the Angels, in 1964. 

They called him Wonderful Willie Smith. 

"There is nothing but joy that I remember from Willie Smith," said Buck Rodgers, the Angels' catcher in 
1964. 
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Smith was born in 1939 in Anniston, Ala. He aspired to a career in boxing, but walked away after three 
broken noses. He played football in high school, but walked away after a broken arm. 

Baseball would be his sport. He played for the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, starting 
at 18, as a pitcher, first baseman and outfielder. The Detroit Tigers signed him in 1960, let him pitch and 
hit in the minor leagues, then promoted him to the majors in 1963 and used him as a pitcher. On April 
28, 1964, the Tigers traded him to the Angels. 

"I remember he had a good swing," Angels manager Bill Rigney told The Times. "But we didn't get him 
for his bat." 

In his first month with the Angels, he pitched, primarily in relief. His earned-run average that month was 
1.65. 

"He probably had the best curveball on the team," Rodgers said. 

On June 8, Rigney deployed Smith just about every way he could. In the top of the seventh inning, with 
the Angels down 2-0 to the Cleveland Indians, Rigney used Smith as a pinch-hitter, and he singled home 
the Angels' first run. 

In the bottom of the seventh, Rigney sent Smith to right field. In the bottom of the eighth, with the 
score tied 3-3, with one out and one on, and with three consecutive left-handers due up, Rigney 
summoned the left-handed Smith to pitch. 

Smith could not throw in the bullpen while he was playing right field, so he had only the allotted eight 
warm-up pitches from the mound. The first batter lined out. The next two hit home runs. The Angels 
lost. 

On June 14, Smith started in left field and hit his first major league home run. On June 15, he made his 
last appearance that season as a pitcher. On June 16, he started in right field, batting cleanup. 

The 1964 Angels ranked second in the American League in ERA, last in runs scored. 

"We lacked a little bit in the scoring column, and Willie fit into that," said Bobby Knoop, the Angels' 
second baseman that season. 

No sooner had Smith joined the starting lineup than the Angels reeled off an 11-game winning streak. 
He scored the winning run in the first game, doubled home the first run in the second game, singled 
home the first run in the third game, singled home the winning run in the sixth game, and hit game-
winning home runs in the seventh and eighth games. 

"The Dodgers and Giants have their Willie and so do the Angels!" wrote Braven Dyer in The Times. 

The summer before, he was a little-used pitcher in Detroit. Now the local paper dared to mention him in 
the same sentence as Mays, McCovey and Davis. 

"If I've been asleep," Smith told The Times, "I don't want to wake up." 
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Smith finished that season with an ERA of 2.84 and a batting average of .301, with 11 home runs in 118 
games. He batted .435 (10 for 23) as a pinch-hitter. 

"The uniqueness of Smitty was that he was going to get the job done," Knoop said. "If we brought him 
out of the bullpen to strike the guy out with the winning run at third base, he was going to do it. If he 
pinch-hit and we needed a home run, he was going to do it." 

That turned out to be the season of his life. Smith played two more years with the Angels, then bounced 
to the Cleveland Indians, Chicago Cubs, Cincinnati Reds and Japan's Nankai Hawks. 

He pitched three more times in the major leagues, all in 1968, in mop-up roles. He did not give up a run. 

Rodgers later managed the Angels. He said he would have loved a player with Smith's versatility and 
thought it might play even better now, when expanded bullpens force teams into three-man and four-
man benches. 

Did Rodgers consider Smith a better hitter or pitcher? 

"He was major-league caliber in both," Rodgers said, "but he was not outstanding in either." 

Major-league caliber is among the highest of compliments. Ask Rudy Abbott, who played youth ball with 
Smith and later coached 32 years — winning two NCAA Division II championships — at Jacksonville (Ala.) 
State. 

"I never saw another Willie Smith, in all my years of coaching," Abbott said. "Never saw one." 

When his playing days were done, Smith returned home to Anniston and never left. He played and 
coached semipro ball. He worked in construction, for a clay company and with local parks and recreation 
departments. 

He did not talk much about his career, but he happily pitched in when one of Abbott's players needed 
some pitching or hitting help. 

"He was not what you would call a stuck-up major leaguer, full of himself," Abbott said. "He was an 
everyday guy, like me and you. And he would help anybody." 

Smith is enshrined in the Calhoun County (Ala.) Sports Hall of Fame. Joe Estep, the president of its board 
of directors, remembered encountering Smith while playing in an industrial league softball game a 
couple of decades ago. 

Estep pitched for one team. The pitcher for the other team looked to be about 60, and he had put on a 
few extra pounds. But when that pitcher came to bat, he whacked the heck out of the ball. Estep, 
stunned, wondered whether his teammates knew who the big guy was. 

"You don't know?" they asked. "That's Willie Smith." 
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The inscription on his grave marker, according to the Anniston Star: "Willie Smith, 1939-2006: He Is Just 
Away." 

Ohtani starts Sunday for the Angels — at pitcher — and Abbott might watch. He is 77 now. 

He saw Ohtani on television last month against the New York Yankees, Ruth's team. He shook his head 
in disbelief. The announcers kept talking about Ruth this, and Ohtani that, as if no one in between ever 
had hit and pitched. 

"Willie Smith," Abbott said, "did all that.” 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Why each Ohtani outing is baseball’s main event 

Japanese sensation wowing fans with pitching, hitting prowess 

By Mike Lupica 

Shohei Ohtani gets his next start on Sunday afternoon, this time against the Rays in St. Petersburg, Fla. It 
means that is the game of the day in baseball. We are already so far past the idea that Ohtani is a 
novelty there isn't anything to discuss. He is the pitcher who can hit. Or the hitter who can pitch. 

Doesn't matter. 

With so much going on in baseball -- every day and night -- and so much to see, you want to see the hot 
kid. Especially when he pitches. His starts are already a thing. 

There have been other young pitchers whose starts became events. Kerry Wood was like that briefly, a 
shooting star. Roger Clemens was young once, too. Vida Blue was the hot kid for the A's once, as well. 
There will always be the magical summer of Mark "The Bird" Fidrych in 1976, when he talked to the ball 
and made you want to watch him each time he got another start. 

Five years after Fidrych, Fernando Valenzuela came along for the Dodgers and Fernandomania ensued at 
Dodger Stadium from Opening Day onward. And, in a different world for baseball -- without MLB.TV, 
without every game being available if you were lucky enough -- Fernando still made you want to know 
what he was doing every time out, especially when he would make a start at home. In addition to 
everything else, he changed the stands at Dodger games, where Mexican-Americans came out in such 
huge numbers to watch the left-handed kid out of the Mexican League whose eyes went to the sky right 
before he delivered another pitch full of crazy spin and mystery. 

The great Vin Scully, of course, was there with a ringside seat for all of it. I asked him the other day if he 
saw any comparison between what is going on with Ohtani now and what went on with Valenzuela in 
the old days. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/live-stream-games/subscribe
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Scully said he thought there were a lot of differences, starting with the fact he believes Anaheim is even 
more "laid back" than Los Angeles is. And he referenced the great number of fans of Mexican heritage 
who quickly began showing up for Dodger games. 

"The Fernando fan almost treated a trip to Dodger Stadium like a religious experience," Scully said. 
"There was the feeling that a Mexican family took their children to a game to be inspired by a poor 
Mexican boy who became great. At least, that's the way I saw it in the '80s. As for Ohtani, it remains to 
be seen." 

It was different world in those days, and not just in baseball. It absolutely does remain to be seen how 
this will all play out with Ohtani, who doesn't just show up every four or five days the way Fernando did. 
He gets to hit, too. He gets to hit behind Mike Trout sometimes and hit long home runs, and put a .321 
batting average into the books with a 3.58 ERA heading into Saturday. He hits baseballs hard and then 
shows up last Sunday on Mother's Day to strike out 11 Twins over 6 1/3 innings to electrify the sport 
again with his talent and versatility. And his own magic. There have been other hot kids. Just not like 
this. 

Nobody suggested Ohtani is Babe Ruth, either, as a hitter or a pitcher. But he is doing the pitching-
hitting thing the way Ruth did over 100 years ago in Boston before he came to New York and basically 
invented the New York Yankees. Ohtani has turned big league baseball into Little League baseball, where 
so often your best pitcher is one of your best hitters. He has done that. The whole world wanted to see 
just how good he really was and, in over a month, he has set out to show us just how good he really is. 

There are so many young stars all over baseball. We talk about that all the time. Just not one like him. 
Maybe this phenomenon doesn't have a name like Ohtanimania, but it will do for now. He goes again on 
Sunday. It's a thing. A good baseball thing. With so many kids to watch all over the sport, as usual, the 
one to watch on Sunday is the hot kid from Japan. 

 

Halos drop 4th straight despite Trout homer 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Even as they watched their offense slip into a team-wide slump, the Angels could at least 
take some solace in the impressive turnaround of their starting rotation, which entered Friday with a 
1.90 ERA in May, the second-best mark in the American League. 

The Angels' offensive woes continued on Friday, but their sterling starting pitching did not, culminating 
in an 8-3 loss to the Rays at Angel Stadium that extended the club's losing streak to four games. Right-
hander Nick Tropeano couldn't get past the third inning, allowing four runs on six hits -- including two 
home runs -- and needed 72 pitches to record eight outs. 

Tropeano departed with the Angels trailing, 4-0, a deficit too great for their cold bats to 
overcome. Andrelton Simmons supplied a two-run single off left-hander Blake Snell in the fifth, 
and Mike Trout snapped a career-worst 0-for-21 drought with a solo home run off Chaz Roe in the 
eighth, but the rest of the Angels' lineup endured yet another quiet night at the plate. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/605483/blake-snell
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/475054/chaz-roe
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The Angels are now batting a meager .213 (62-for-291) this homestand and have been limited to a total 
of 11 runs over their last six games. Zack Cozart (5-for-33), Albert Pujols (6-for-30) and Trout (2-for-25) 
are among the Angels who have fallen into a recent lull. Justin Upton, one of the club's hottest hitters 
this month, sat out Friday's game after being struck on the left hand on Thursday, and Ian Kinsler (.205) 
and Kole Calhoun (.163) also received days off. 

"We have some signs that guys are swinging the bats a little bit better," manager Mike Scioscia said. "I 
think that's going to be what's important. There's a long way to go. Hopefully, as these guys get settled, 
we're going to get the continuity we need in our lineup. We have a lot of confidence in what we're going 
to do in the batter's box, and right now, it's been a little bit hit or miss." 

The loss dropped the Angels 3.5 games behind the first-place Astros in the American League West, the 
largest gap they've faced this season. 

Daniel Robertson homered in the second inning to put the Rays on the board, and they added three 
more runs in the third to chase Tropeano from the game. After C.J. Cron reached on a one-out walk, 
Tropeano struck out Joey Wendle swinging before surrendering a two-run shot to Wilson Ramos. Trout 
leapt at the center-field wall and nearly robbed Ramos, but the ball hit off the tip of his glove and went 
out for a homer. 

Tropeano couldn't stop the bleeding after that, yielding three consecutive two-out hits, including an RBI 
single to Mallex Smith. He was pulled after walking Christian Arroyo to load the bases, marking his 
shortest outing of the season. 

"I think it was just me not being able to execute pitches when I had to," Tropeano said. "I was ahead of 
both those guys I gave up home runs to. Just about me putting guys away. I felt like my slider wasn't 
really there today, and when it was, it was up in the zone. That's something that you just have to work 
on in the bullpens. Other than that, I felt good physically. It's just one of those things where you have to 
minimize damage. That's kind of been hurting me in the games that I've been losing -- that big inning." 

The Angels received leadoff doubles from Shohei Ohtani and Michael Hermosillo in the second and third 
innings, but Snell retired the next three batters both times to avoid damage. The double was the first 
career hit for Hermosillo, who was called up from Triple-A Salt Lake before the game and made his MLB 
debut in right field on Friday. 

"It was definitely awesome to get that out of the way," Hermosillo said. 

Ramos homered for the second time off Cam Bedrosian in a two-run fifth, and the Rays scored again in 
the seventh on a defensive blunder by Gold Glove catcher Martin Maldonado. After Arroyo tripled with 
one out, Maldonado slipped while attempting to field a squeeze bunt from Johnny Field, allowing Arroyo 
to score and extend the Rays' lead to 7-2. 

It was that kind of night for the Angels. 

SOUND SMART 
Simmons' fifth-inning single extended his on-base streak to 25 games. He has hit .370 (33-for-89) over 
that span. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/621563/joey-wendle
http://m.mlb.com/player/467092/wilson-ramos
http://m.mlb.com/player/605480/mallex-smith
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UP NEXT 
Left-hander Andrew Heaney (2-2, 3.93 ERA) will start opposite Rays right-hander Sergio Romo (1-0, 4.96 
ERA) on Saturday at 6:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. Heaney has recorded a 1.80 ERA over his last four 
outings and delivered his best start of the season on Monday, when he struck out 10 and allowed one 
run over a career-high eight innings against the Astros. Saturday will mark Heaney's first career start 
against the Rays. 

 

Trout homers to snap 0-for-21 skid 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Mike Trout snapped a career-worst 0-for-21 drought by launching a solo home run off Chaz 
Roe in the eighth inning of the Angels' 8-3 loss to the Rays on Friday night at Angel Stadium. 

Trout blasted a 1-2 slider from Roe over the left-field fence for his 13th home run of the season, which is 
tied for second-most in the Majors. The blast traveled an estimated 382 feet, according to Statcast™. 

The 26-year-old center fielder entered Friday in an uncharacteristic slump, going 1-for-22 with eight 
walks over the Angels' first eight games of their homestand. Trout had blamed the funk on minor timing 
issues. 

"I think he was pretty sure he was going to get another hit this year," manager Mike Scioscia 
deadpanned. "He's been working very hard this week, and I think obviously his timing looked a little 
better tonight. Good to see him get a hold of one." 

Trout finished 1-for-3 with a walk on Friday and is now batting .291 with a 1.046 OPS in 45 games this 
season. 

 

Hermosillo’s call to the bigs ‘a crazy experience’ 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Michael Hermosillo was playing video games with teammate Sherman Johnson late 
Thursday night when he received a call from their Triple-A Salt Lake manager, Keith Johnson. The news 
was good: Hermosillo was being called up to the Majors for the first time. 

"It's wild," Hermosillo said. "It was definitely a crazy experience. Definitely emotional at first, but now 
I'm just excited." 

Hermosillo, who is ranked as the Angels' No. 9 prospect by MLB Pipeline, had found it odd that he 
wasn't in the lineup for Thursday's game following an off-day on Wednesday, but he didn't immediately 
suspect that his long-awaited call-up was imminent. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/489265/sergio-romo
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https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/mike-trout-homers-in-defeat-for-the-angels/c-277370224
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
http://m.mlb.com/player/641684/michael-hermosillo
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
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"I was kind of suspicious, but I just didn't think it was going to be that day," Hermosillo said. "Just crazy." 

Hermosillo, 23, started in right field and batted ninth against the Rays on Friday in his MLB debut. A 
right-handed hitter, Hermosillo has batted .306 with a 1.032 OPS, three home runs and 12 RBIs for 
Triple-A Salt Lake in 13 games this month and hit for the cycle on May 1. That hot stretch has helped lift 
Hermosillo's batting average to .267 with an .870 OPS on the season. 

"Michael is an exciting young player with really good tools," manager Mike Scioscia said. "He worked 
very hard in the spring on trying to continue his path and making those tools come together to where 
he's a Major League player. Got off to a rough start in Triple-A, but he has really come around, and is 
doing a lot of the things he's capable of, so we're excited to have him up here." 

Hermosillo started in place of the slumping Kole Calhoun against Rays left-hander Blake Snell. Calhoun, 
who bats left-handed, is hitting just .163 with a .402 OPS in 38 games this season. 

A 28th-round Draft pick of the Angels in 2013, Hermosillo has enjoyed a steady rise through the club's 
farm system over the last two years and shot from Class A Advanced Inland Empire to Triple-A Salt Lake 
in 2017, after batting .267 with a .763 OPS, nine home runs and 35 stolen bases across three Minor 
League levels. 

"At times like this, you're just able to sit back and realize what you've at least accomplished to this 
point," Hermosillo said. "Now, it's just about trusting what I've been doing and what I'm still capable of 
doing and doing it at this level, too, because the game doesn't change. It's still the same baseball game." 

Upton still on the mend 

Justin Upton, who was struck on the left hand by a 95-mph fastball from Chris Archer on Thursday, was 
not in the lineup on Friday. Chris Young started in left field in his place. 

"He feels much better," Scioscia said of Upton. "But not quite ready to swing the bat. We're hopeful he's 
going to be in there within the next couple days." 

Shoemaker still searching for answers 

Matt Shoemaker visited nerve specialist Dr. Susan Mackinnon in St. Louis earlier this week, though he 
didn't have much of an update on the status of the irritated nerve in his right forearm. He said Dr. 
Mackinnon believes it's a nerve compression, though the Angels doctors are still conferring to try to 
determine the best course of action. Shoemaker, who made only one start this season before landing on 
the disabled list on April 3, is scheduled to return to St. Louis for more tests on Monday. 

"I want to be out there more than anybody; pitching, helping this team win," Shoemaker said. "That's 
also why it's frustrating because I just want to go out there and play. But, we've inched a little bit closer. 
This visit was good." 

Worth noting 

• Right-hander Felix Pena was optioned to Triple-A Salt Lake to clear a roster spot for Hermosillo. 
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• Ian Kinsler received a routine day off on Friday, with Zack Cozart starting in his place at second base. 

• Outfielder Brandon Marsh, who is ranked the Angels' No. 4 prospect by MLB Pipeline, was promoted 
to Class A Advanced Inland Empire on Friday. Marsh, 20, batted .295 with an .859 OPS, three home runs 
and 24 RBIs in 34 games with Class A Burlington this season. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Call of Duty: Michael Hermosillo gets off to a good start in his MLB debut 

By Brent Maguire 

Michael Hermosillo was giddy when he got the call at around midnight on Thursday. It was the Angels on 
the line, telling him he was finally getting called up to the majors after five seasons in the minor leagues. 

“I was actually just playing video games with teammates when I first got the call”, Hermosillo said. “I was 
about to hop on MLB: The Show when the phone rang. It was a crazy experience and definitely 
emotional at first. I’m just excited to play.” 

Hermosillo, who MLB.com ranked as the #9 prospect in the Angels farm system, made his major-league 
debut on Friday night vs the Rays. The 23-year-old outfielder batted ninth and played in right field, 
collecting his first big-league hit and flashing some of his defensive skills in the process. He was one of 
the few bright spots for an Angels team that continued their slump, falling 8-3 to Tampa Bay for their 
fourth straight loss. 

Still, Hermosillo showcased a bit of everything in his debut, which began with a sprawling grab down the 
right field line just two batters into the game. 

In his first MLB at bat, Hermosillo turned around a 95-mph fastball from Rays lefty Blake Snell, yanking it 
down the left field line for a double. The ball left the bat at 97-mph, a pretty high figure for a player’s 
first MLB hit. 

“Obviously, I got in a good hitter’s count 2-0 and I was honestly trying to do one thing,” Hermosillo said. 
“Guy is throwing hard and I knew it was going to be a fastball and honestly I was just trying to hit a 
home run. Got the double, put my head down and just ran.” 

It’s not often that hitters admit that they try to hit a home run on any given pitch, especially in their first 
MLB game. Hermosillo, however, added some new changes to his swing that have helped him 
incorporate more power into his game, so it’s not surprising to hear about his mindset. 

After hitting .267/.366/.397 across three levels in 2017 (he finished in Triple-A), Hermosillo was 
approached by the Angels staff shortly before the season ended. The conversation was simple: They saw 
the potential for growth in his swing and felt like he could get more out of his bat. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/435079/ian-kinsler
http://m.mlb.com/player/446359/zack-cozart
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“The swing changes started during the offseason then got super dramatic during spring training this 
year”, Hermosillo said. “There were just a couple of things the Angels saw about what I could change 
hitting-wise.” 

Hermosillo didn’t dive into the new-age stats, although he admitted he is familiar with them and knows 
their value. He was, however, open to experimenting with his swing to try to tap into more of his natural 
strength. 

“The simplicity of it was basically creating a better bat path and having more consistency. And obviously 
to hit more homers too”, Hermosillo joked. 

Home runs have become more frequent for Hermosillo this year, as evidenced by his six homers in 
Triple-A (three shy of his career high of nine set last year). A possible explanation for his home run 
outbreak? Hermosillo’s fly ball percentage jumped to 41.6 percent this year, a large increase from his 
31.4 percent last season. 

Hermosillo didn’t cite anything specific in regards to the changes in his swing. He does, however, feel 
more comfortable with the tweaks and the results have spoken for themselves. 

“Just a couple of mechanical changes that I made,” Hermosillo said. “Basically, just drive the ball a little 
more. I’ve definitely seen some success with that at Salt Lake with my six home runs in the first month 
and a half. The strikeouts were up a bit at first but now I’m getting the hang of with the new swing, new 
approach, etc.” 

Instead of focusing on the numbers, the main focal point for Hermosillo centered around viewing videos 
of himself and other player’s swings to provide a basis for what he was trying to achieve. 

“Mainly just video evidence”, Hermosillo said. “There was just a lot of video just to show me ‘Hey here’s 
where this guy is at. Here’s where you’re at. How can we get your swing to this point?’ 

“There are just so many hitters to observe. [Salt Lake Bees hitting coach] Donnie Ecker and I would go 
through videos of different guys who relate to me. We’d also look at other teammates in the clubhouse 
and see when they were going well. We all do things differently but at the end of the day, there’s always 
something to leads to good results for certain hitters.” 

Hermosillo referenced one Angel in particular, Mike Trout, who he has studied often. Even if they aren’t 
completely similar in terms of build or their overall swings, Hermosillo has been able to use Trout as a 
point of reference for certain elements of his swing. 

“Trout and I move similarly in terms of our movements but we’re different in terms of our body 
compositions so that can change things”, Hermosillo said. “You have to know who you’re watching and 
just make sure it’s all adding up to what you’re trying to do at the plate.” 

Hermosillo hasn’t had any Earth-shattering transformation with his hitting mechanics, but his latest 
changes have helped him immensely. For now, he is just trying to soak in the experience of playing at 
the highest level. 
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“It’s wild. It’s been a fun experience. You have to sit back, enjoy it and realize what you’ve accomplished 
to this point.” 

With Justin Upton listed as day to day after being struck on the left hand by a 95-mph Chris Archer 
fastball on Thursday night, and Kole Calhoun enduring a brutal start to his season, there is an 
opportunity for Hermosillo to solidify his spot on the Angels’ roster. His development over the next few 
months could play a pivotal role in how the Angels right field situation shakes up. 

 

The curious case of Matt Shoemaker leaves confounding possibilities 

By Fabian Ardaya 

ANAHEIM, Calif. — Matt Shoemaker couldn’t help but shake his head as he looked down and pointed 
toward his right forearm. He grasped for the words but couldn’t find the right ones to describe the 
mysterious ailment that’s plagued him for the better part of a year. 

“It’s a weird situation,” he said. 

Shoemaker this week sought out the opinion of Dr. Susan Mackinnon, a nerve “guru” in St. Louis, looking 
to find a diagnosis for some of the chronic nerve issues that have plagued him since June of last season. 

“She’s like the best in the country for nerve things, I guess,” Shoemaker said. “She’s awesome. With that 
being said, nothing new for sure. There’s still question marks. She has some ideas, but we want to kind 
of look at it here in a few days. … We’ve inched a little bit closer.” 

An electromyography (EMG) and another battery of tests returned Shoemaker to Anaheim on Thursday 
night marked with a pen along his right arm to indicate the area that’s given him so much trouble. The 
markings gave Shoemaker little clarity as to what was actually wrong. 

He will return to St. Louis on Monday, hoping to come to some sort of conclusive diagnosis between 
Mackinnon and the Angels’ team physicians. 

“She thinks that it’s a nerve compression,” Shoemaker said Friday while pointing at his right forearm, 
near the wrist area. “Something’s pushing down on my nerve, causing this repeat, like it gets better, 
then it gets worse. She thinks she knows what it is, but I think we’re going to confer with each other and 
put our heads together and maybe look at it again and, in the next couple days, find out more. 

“It’s one of the weirdest things that I think all of us, including myself, and especially the doctors (have 
seen). You don’t see this stuff on a regular basis. Unfortunately, it’s not normal and, unfortunately, it’s 
even happening at all. I wish it wasn’t happening at all.” 

It’s been happening since last June, Shoemaker said. Each time he shows any sign of progress — a few 
steps forward in a throwing program, an extended period without a sign of an issue — the compression 
has returned. 

https://theathletic.com/355274/2018/05/15/kole-calhoun-isnt-just-struggling-this-season-hes-floundering-where-do-he-and-the-angels-go-from-here/
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A surgery last August, looking to release the radial nerve in his right forearm, was a temporary fix. 
Shoemaker pitched throughout the spring and started on March 31 against Oakland, only to have the 
symptoms return. Shoemaker was placed on the disabled list on April 3 with the official diagnosis being 
a right forearm strain. As he ramped up his throwing program, reaching a bullpen session on May 6, the 
nerve issue returned. 

Since the start of last June, he’s made just four big-league starts. 

“My frustration level is through the roof, and it’s been that way,” Shoemaker said. “Coming up on next 
month, I’ve been dealing with it for a year. There’s been some periods of relief in there. I had the 
surgery last year and felt great all the way into spring and the first game of the year. Then, it all came 
back.” 

“I know it’s been very frustrating for Matt,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. “It’s been frustrating for 
us because he’s really understanding his stuff and what he needs to be and do to be effective. He’s 
shown what a big part of our club he can be when he’s healthy and throwing the ball to his capability.” 

Shoemaker’s frustration could be echoed throughout an Angels clubhouse riddled with injuries. Keynan 
Middleton will miss the rest of the season following Tommy John surgery, joining Garrett Richards, Tyler 
Skaggs, Andrew Heaney, Nick Tropeano and JC Ramírez as Angels pitchers with ulnar collateral ligament 
injuries since 2014. Alex Meyer will miss the remainder of the season recovering from surgery for a torn 
labrum. But all the ailments pale in comparison to the oddity of Shoemaker’s nerve issue, leaving his 
future unknown. 

The 31-year-old said his time scouring the Internet for similar cases yielded little results. Angels medical 
personnel told Shoemaker they have yet to see a nerve case similar to his. If Mackinnon’s potential 
diagnosis is correct, Shoemaker’s ailment will be among the first she’s seen in a ballplayer if not the first. 

“She’s seen this stuff before, but I don’t know if she’s seen it in a baseball player,” Shoemaker said. 
“That’s also why it’s been so difficult to pinpoint and figure out, and also why it’s so frustrating. I hope 
not, but there’s the potential that you’re a one-of-one case in baseball that has this weird possible nerve 
compression or impingement in this weird spot.” 

A next step for Shoemaker could be another surgery, though some non-invasive options remain on the 
table — all seeking to relieve some of the tension that’s compressed his nerve. The reality is nothing is 
set in stone. After all, there’s very little to base the history of this ailment on. 

Even with his future in jeopardy, Shoemaker expressed optimism he could pitch this season. 

“I’m there, anyway,” he said. “The doctors have never said, ‘Hey, you’re going to pitch this year,’ or if 
I’m not going to pitch this year. That’s never been talked about. Optimistically, I’m there. 

“I mean, bodies are crazy. I’m talking miraculously right now, but this could go away today or tomorrow 
and I could just start pitching and build back up and it goes away. That’s not likely, but it’s possible. 
Optimistically, yes, I feel like I can be ready whenever (the nerve is) ready. I think we’ve just got to fix 
the problem first, and then we’ll go and figure everything else. The thing is, nerves are so weird. That’s 
why this is so difficult to figure out, apparently.” 
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The source, and even the solution, of Shoemaker’s odd and perplexing situation remain out of reach. 

“It’s odd, to say the least. And sucky.” 

 

                 FROM ESPN.COM       

AL shortstops stack up among best position groups of all time 

By David Schoenfield 

This has been on my mind as well: So which of Manny Machado, Francisco Lindor, Carlos Correa, and 
Andrelton Simmons won't make the AL All-Star team? 

Joe Sheehan later added that he assumed Didi Gregorius will get voted in as the starter. I don't 
necessarily agree with that; Yankees fans actually don't have a recent history of "stuffing" the ballot box, 
certainly not with the zealousness of, say, Royals fans. Of course, until Aaron Judge and Gary 
Sanchez emerged last year, it's not like they had many All-Star-worthy players in recent seasons. Even 
then, Salvador Perez, not Sanchez, was voted in as the starting catcher for the American League in 2017. 

Anyway, the point: There are five really good shortstops in the AL -- well, six if you count Xander 
Bogaerts, who would be up there except he missed some time with injury -- and they're not all going to 
make the All-Star team, especially given that roster sizes were cut back last season from 34 to 32 players 
(not including all the replacements who eventually make it). 

Back in 2002, the heyday of the Alex Rodriguez-Derek Jeter-Nomar Garciaparra era, the AL did squeeze 
five shortstops on the roster, with A-Rod starting and Jeter, Garciaparra, Miguel Tejada and Omar 
Vizquel all making it as reserves. That was accomplished by not selecting a backup second baseman, 
however, and there were only 10 pitchers on the staff; that was the game that infamously ended in a 7-7 
tie. Current rules require a backup second baseman and 12 pitchers. 

Aside from the All-Star dilemma, what I'm really curious about: Has any position in one league ever been 
so loaded? I know it's early in the season and numbers will change, but as of Thursday morning, look 
where the AL shortstops ranked in WAR among all major league position players: 

Baseball-Reference.com 

2. Francisco Lindor, 3.0 

5. Andrelton Simmons, 2.3 

10. Manny Machado, 2.1 

20. Carlos Correa, 2.0 

33. Didi Gregorius, 1.4 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31376/didi-gregorius
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31095/gary-sanchez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31095/gary-sanchez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31127/salvador-perez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31606/xander-bogaerts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31606/xander-bogaerts
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32129/francisco-lindor
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31097/manny-machado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32653/carlos-correa
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FanGraphs 

4. Lindor, 2.8 

6. Machado, 2.3 

8. Simmons, 2.3 

16. Correa, 1.7 

21. Gregorius, 1.6 

Gregorius has slipped after a recent slump, but he was among the league leaders into early May. None 
of these guys is a big surprise, although Simmons has raised his offensive game to a new level, hitting 
.342/.408/.493. In this era of strikeouts, Simmons is a refreshing throwback: Through 41 games, he has 
just nine strikeouts. That's a weekend for Joey Gallo. 

But Simmons was extremely valuable last season as well, ranking sixth in B-R WAR at 7.1 and 18th in 
FanGraphs at 5.1. (That big difference in value stems mostly from how his defense was evaluated.) 
Correa and Lindor both were top-20 players last season, and Machado has been there in the past as a 
third baseman. Gregorius hit 25 home runs last season and has tapped into even more power early on 
this year by chasing fewer pitches (he's already nearly matched his walk total from 2017). 

Back to 2002. How good were those five All-Star shortstops? Pretty good: 

Baseball-Reference WAR 

2. Alex Rodriguez, 8.8 

8. Nomar Garciaparra, 6.8 

19. Miguel Tejada, 5.6 

61. Derek Jeter, 3.7 

84. Omar Vizquel, 3.0 

(Not making the All-Star team was Angels shortstop David Eckstein, who ranked 23rd with 5.3 WAR.) 

FanGraphs WAR 

2. Rodriguez, 10.0 

22. Jeter, 5.2 

35. Garciaparra, 4.8 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32818/joey-gallo
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43. Tejada, 4.5 

44. Eckstein, 4.5 

70. Vizquel, 3.3 

Good, but not what we're seeing this year. Actually, the best year for the A-Rod/Jeter/Nomar trio was 
1998, when they ranked first, third and ninth in Baseball-Reference WAR. After them, however, you 
drop to Vizquel at 67th and Gary DiSarcina and Mike Bordick at 70th and 71st. 

The AL shortstops of the late 1990s and early 2000s had plenty of star power, with Alex Rodriguez and 
Derek Jeter joined by Nomar Garciaparra, Miguel Tejada and Omar Vizquel. Corey Sipkin/NY Daily News 
Archive via Getty Images 

The best season for the group in that era could have been 1999, as Jeter and Vizquel had their best years 
at the plate. Jeter ranked first in B-R WAR, Garciaparra 10th and Vizquel 16th, and all three ranked in the 
top 15 in FanGraphs WAR. A-Rod, while he hit 42 home runs, played just 129 games and came in 40th 
and 39th in the rankings, just ahead of Bordick. 

Let's look at this from another direction. Using the Play Index at Baseball-Reference, I searched each 
position by league to see how many players at that position reached 4.5 WAR in a given season (must 
have played at least 50 percent of games at that position). Across both leagues, only one position gives 
us seven players with 4.5 or more WAR: second base in the 2014 American League. Here's how that 
group ranked among all position players: 

10. Robinson Cano, 6.4 

12. Jose Altuve, 6.1 

15. Ian Kinsler, 5.8 

22. Howie Kendrick, 5.4 

29. Brian Dozier, 5.2 

32. Ben Zobrist, 5.0 

37. Dustin Pedroia, 4.7 

Certainly impressive, although only one top-10 player in Cano. Six positions give us six qualifiers under 
this method (ranked in order of WAR for that season): 

• 2002 AL first base: Jim Thome, Jason Giambi, John Olerud, Mike Sweeney, Carlos Delgado, Rafael 
Palmeiro 

• 1971 AL third base: Graig Nettles, Sal Bando, Brooks Robinson, Bill Melton, Rico Petrocelli, Paul Schaal 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31662/jose-altuve
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6197/ian-kinsler
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6524/howie-kendrick
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31009/brian-dozier
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28536/ben-zobrist
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6393/dustin-pedroia
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• 1999 AL center field: Brady Anderson, Kenny Lofton, Bernie Williams, Ken Griffey Jr., Chris Singleton, 
Carlos Beltran 

• 1970 NL center field: Tommie Agee, Bobby Tolan, Willie Mays, Cito Gaston, Jim Wynn, Willie Davis 

• 1998 NL right field: Vladimir Guerrero, Brian Jordan, Sammy Sosa, Bobby Abreu, Larry Walker, Derek 
Bell 

• 2001 NL right field: Sosa, Walker, Shawn Green, J.D. Drew, Abreu, Guerrero 

That AL third-base group was pretty impressive, with Nettles ranking second overall in WAR, Bando 
ninth, Robinson 11th and Melton 15th. Melton is the obscure name there, but he led the AL in home 
runs that year. You might remember Sosa winning the NL MVP in 1998, but his 6.5 WAR was tied for 
14th. Guerrero came in sixth (7.4), Jordan 11th (7.0), Abreu 17th (6.4), Walker 29th (5.7) and Bell 36th 
(5.4). 

The 2001 group, with four of the same names, might have been even more impressive: 

2. Sosa, 10.3 

7. Walker, 7.8 

11. Green, 7.0 

26. Drew, 5.5 

33. Abreu 5.2 

36. Guerrero, 4.9 

(And over in the AL, Ichiro Suzuki was the MVP.) 

Of course, these lists skew toward the past couple of decades, when we've had more teams. An 
impressive position from deeper in the past was 1964 NL third base. In a 10-team league, five players 
reached our 4.5 cutoff: 

2. Ron Santo, 8.9 

3. Dick Allen, 8.8 

15. Ken Boyer, 6.1 

24. Jim Ray Hart, 5.3 

31. Eddie Mathews, 4.6 
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You have two Hall of Famers in Santo and Mathews, a guy in Allen who many believe should be in the 
Hall of Fame, plus Boyer, who won the NL MVP Award that year and has pretty strong Hall of Fame 
credentials as well, with more than 60 career WAR. Hart hit 31 home runs as a rookie (Allen was a rookie 
as well) and was a very good player for five seasons. 

If we consider the pre-expansion era, when there were just 16 teams in the majors, we can sort of 
consider that as one "league." First base was loaded in the 1930s. In 1934, you get this group, and since 
it was the 1930s let's include the crazy batting numbers: 

1. Lou Gehrig, 10.4 (.363/.465/.706, 49 HR, 166 RBI) 

2. Jimmie Foxx, 9.0 (.334/.449/.653, 44 HR, 130 RBI) 

7. Ripper Collins, 6.3 (.333/.393/.615, 35 HR, 128 RBI) 

8. Hank Greenberg, 6.2 (.339/.404/.600, 26 HR, 139 RBI) 

9. Bill Terry, 5.8 (.354/.414/.463, 8 HR, 83 RBI) 

11. Hal Trosky, 5.5 (.330/.388/.598, 35 HR, 142 RBI) 

My favorite all-time great position, however, has to be center field in the 1950s. In 1956, the top three 
players in the majors all were center fielders: Mickey Mantle, Duke Snider and Willie Mays. Richie 
Ashburn, a fourth Hall of Famer, ranked 15th. Larry Doby, a fifth Hall of Famer, ranked 19th. And Jimmy 
Piersall had a great season that year for the Red Sox, ranking 22nd. 

Five Hall of Famers at one position, out of 16 teams, all more or less at their peak. The current crop of 
American League shortstops is amazing -- maybe someday they'll even write a song about them. 

 

                 FROM THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE     

Joe Maddon impressed by Angels manager Mike Scioscia’s passion, longevity 

After serving as bench coach during his final six seasons with the Angels, Cubs manager Joe Maddon has 
a good idea why Mike Scioscia has possessed staying power for 19 seasons as manager. 

“He’s got a kid’s enthusiasm for the game every day, not unlike what I thought watching Cal Ripken play 
every day,” Maddon said Friday night with Scioscia needing five victories to reach the 1,600 mark. 

“He always has a genuine enthusiasm for the game. It’s always fresh to him.” 

Maddon was temporarily out of work after the 1999 season when the Angels embarked on a managerial 
search after he served as interim manager. Maddon received phone calls from several teams about 
various jobs, including a Triple-A managerial position. 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/los-angeles-angels-ORSPT000001-topic.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/joe-maddon-PESPT0000011521-topic.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mike-scioscia-PECLB005383-topic.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-ripken-PESPT0014784-topic.html
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But Scioscia, who did not know Maddon at the time, hired him as his bench coach the night before 
Thanksgiving on the recommendation of several people. 

Maddon recalled that Scioscia used to drive 70 miles from his home in Westlake Village to Anaheim and 
often call Maddon with the starting lineup when he was stuck in traffic. 

“He never lost his joy for the moment,” Maddon recalled. “That’s what it really comes down to. He 
never was jaded by anything. He won a World Series (in 2002). I love working with him. He makes me 
laugh. 

“He has a joy for the day, and that’s what you need to have in order to do it that long.” 

 

                 FROM KYODO NEWS       

Baseball: Shohei Ohtani shows improvement but Angels’ woes continue 

Shohei Ohtani showed off his plate discipline as he reached base twice and doubled for the Los Angeles 
Angels in Friday's 8-3 loss to the Tampa Bay Rays. 

"Since we lost, there are lots of places where I think I could have done just a little bit more," said Ohtani, 
who went 1-for-3 with a walk. "I felt most of my at-bats had a lot of good points to them, so that's 
something for me to take away from this as I go forward." 

With the Angels' offense struggling, the club fell to its fourth straight loss, although Ohtani gave them a 
chance to tie the game early against Blake Snell (5-3) with a second-inning leadoff double. 

Ohtani admitted being anxious before the game about facing the lefty, who throws close to 100 miles 
per hour (160.9 kilometers per hour). 

"I was wondering how I might handle him. When I got in there I felt he was really fast," Ohtani said after 
a 97 mph (156 kph) first pitch fastball outside that was called a strike and was followed by two sliders 
and a curve. 

"I wanted to hone my timing, so I let those go." 

The 23-year-old Japanese worked the count full before driving a high fastball to the center field wall for 
his fifth double, but he died on third base. 

"I did a good job on a number of pitches, so I'm pretty pleased," said Ohtani, whose double left his bat at  
110 mph (177 kph), the highest speed recorded during the game. 

With the Rays leading 4-0 in the fourth, Ohtani drew a one-out walk but was again stranded. He was 
fooled on an 0-1 curveball and grounded out into an easy out in the sixth, and ended his night by striking 
out in the eighth, getting tricked by a couple of pitches low out of the zone. 
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Although Ohtani is batting .348 against right-handers, the left-handed slugger is now batting .222 
against southpaws. 

"I've had fewer plate appearances (against lefties) so I've had proportionally fewer points of reference 
to work with," Ohtani said. "But in terms of how I'm hitting the ball compared to righties, I don't think 
it's much worse." 

Ohtani is slated to have Saturday's game off ahead of his scheduled start on the mound in Sunday's 
series finale. 

 


