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Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Jose Quintana not your father’s Buick — or anybody else’s 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The comparison still grates on Cubs left-hander Jose Quintana two months later. And it still irritates 
teammates to think about it. 
 
A Buick? 
 
‘‘I don’t know why he had to say that, exactly,’’ Quintana said with the help of a team translator. ‘‘But it 
was inconsequential, really, because I’m here to do my job and I know what I’m made of and I know 
what I bring to the table and what I bring to this team.’’ 
 
He will bring it to the South Side for the first time Friday since the White Sox traded him to the Cubs in 
July 2017 for top prospects Eloy Jimenez and Dylan Cease. And he looks like a pitcher on an October 
mission as he prepares to face his former team in the opener of a three-game series. He is 3-1 with a 
2.10 ERA in his last six starts. 
 
It was that trade — specifically the price the Cubs paid — that prompted sports broadcaster David 
Kaplan to suggest, as Quintana struggled, that the Cubs got a Buick when they thought they were 
trading for a Mercedes. 
 
The widely repeated and debated comparison angered catcher Willson Contreras enough that he fired 
back on social media. 
 
‘‘I’m not making any bones about it: I was upset and I was mad because a lot of people don’t understand 
what it takes and what you have to do to go out there every fifth day and be on that pitcher’s mound 
and get the work done,’’ Contreras said through the translator. 
 
‘‘I don’t think it was the right way of going about that because [Quintana] does work hard and he does 
add a lot of value to this team.’’ 
 
If the criticism resonated a little more in the clubhouse than other barbs players regularly get, maybe it’s 
because Quintana is especially respected by teammates for his work ethic, competitiveness and 
durability. Or maybe it’s because the Cubs didn’t expect an ace and think Quintana has been roughly the 
pitcher they envisioned. 
 
Or maybe it’s because some in the clubhouse wondered whether such an objectification would have 
been directed at a player without the cultural and language difference. 
 
‘‘It’s kind of strange,’’ one teammate said. 
 
Kaplan, a long-respected multimedia analyst and reporter, said it’s all about performance, with the same 
standards applied across the board — whether it’s Washington-born Jon Lester and his $155 million 
contract or Colombia native Quintana’s return on a trade. 
 



 
‘‘I would hope that I would be honest, no matter who the player is,’’ Kaplan said. ‘‘I think people who 
have watched me for as many years as I’ve been on the air here — or listened to me — know that I try 
to be honest as much as I can to the best of my ability. I simply call it as I see it. 
 
‘‘In the end, the numbers are what the numbers are. If it’s Kyle Hendricks, Anthony Rizzo, Jose Quintana, 
Willson Contreras, I’m going to try to the best of my ability to call it as I see it.’’ 
 
What’s certain is that the Cubs have seen the value in Quintana from the moment his rare 30-starts-a-
year consistency and 3½ years of club control landed in their rotation at the All-Star break last season. 
 
‘‘It’s more than what he does on the mound for this team,’’ Hendricks said. ‘‘He’s always working. And 
he’s got a purpose to everything he does. And it’s really evident, even talking to him, and I think that’s 
something that rubs off on the rest of us. 
 
‘‘And then when you see it show up with him making 30-plus starts year in and year out, it’s pretty 
unbelievable.” 
 
When Quintana takes the mound Friday, it will mark his sixth consecutive season with 30 starts. There 
aren’t 10 pitchers in the majors who can make that claim. 
 
Among those who aren’t on the list are Zack Greinke, Corey Kluber, Justin Verlander, Cole Hamels, Chris 
Sale, Felix Hernandez and Madison Bumgarner. 
 
‘‘I’m not thinking about who won a trade that I was involved in,’’ Quintana said. ‘‘I know I was in the 
middle of it. I know it was a huge trade. But I’m just trying to do my job, and that’s trying to help this 
team win a championship.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Domestic violence allegations against Cubs Addison Russell resurface in new blog 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
Major League Baseball never officially closed its domestic violence investigation into Cubs shortstop 
Addison Russell last season. 
 
And a blog post this week by his ex-wife might help explain why. 
 
Throughout last summer, as divorce proceedings progressed, neither Russell’s ex, nor the friend who 
originally raised the subject on social media early last season, were willing to cooperate with MLB, 
sources said. 
 
Russell repeatedly denied the allegations. 
 
She revealed her story in the lengthy post, outlining emotional, verbal and physical abuse, including a 
reference to physical abuse in front of their son. 
 
MLB’s domestic violence policy has resulted in at least eight suspensions since it was instituted in 2016, 
including one that year of one-time Cubs’ closer Aroldis Chapman and the more recent high-profile 
suspension for 75 games of then-Blue Jays pitcher Roberto Osuna (now with the Astros). 
 



 
The policy does not require legal action for baseball to penalize a player. Only one who has been 
investigated by MLB for domestic violence (former Cub Milton Bradley) was convicted of the crime. 
 
What happens next with Russell is uncertain. 
 
MLB officials, Cubs officials and Russell’s camp did not immediately respond to requests for comment 
and information Friday morning. 
 
Excerpts from the post by Russell’s ex-wife, Melisa: 
 
— “The first time I was physically mistreated by my spouse, I was in shock. I couldn’t wrap my head 
around what just happened…Why did he get so angry? What did I do for him to want to put his hands on 
me? Of course I forgave him & assumed it would never happen again.” 
 
— “I saw a darkness in him I’ve never seen or experienced in him or anyone else.” 
 
–“When it began to set in for him that I was really serious about not wanting this marriage anymore, he 
just about lost his mind. It came in waves of sincere apologies, to lashing out when I would stand my 
ground and not fall for his empty promises about changing & being a better husband and father. This 
went on for about 3 weeks.” 
 
–“I returned for a visit so my son could see his father, also in hopes that maybe, just maybe I’d see a 
change in my husband. But, as I expected our visit was a nightmare, I swore to myself it would be the 
last time he’d lay his hands on me & it would be that last time I’d let my son be a witness to it. A week 
after flying home, I finally made the call and took legal action to start our separation.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report White Sox vs. Cubs at Guaranteed Rate Field 
By Scot Gregor, Bruce Miles 
 
TV: 
NBC Sports Chicago, WGN Friday and Saturday; NBC Sports Chicago, ABC 7 Sunday 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Sox's Reynaldo Lopez (6-9) vs. Jose Quintana (13-10) Friday at 3:10 p.m.; Lucas Giolito (10-11) vs. 
Jon Lester (16-6) Saturday at 6:10 p.m.; Carlos Rodon (6-6) vs. Kyle Hendricks (12-11) Sunday at 1:10 
p.m. 
 
About the White Sox: 
This is their final homestand of the season. The Sox have lost five straight at Guaranteed Rate Field. The 
White Sox lost 2 of 3 to the Cubs at Wrigley Field in mid-May. They were outscored 19-6 in the two 
losses. Giolito beat the Cubs in the final game of the series, giving up 3 runs on 2 hits and 7 walks in 5⅔ 
innings. Lopez has been the Sox's best starter down the stretch. Over his last 4 outings, the 24-year-old 
righty is 2-0 with a 0.67 ERA and 28 strikeouts in 27 innings. Jose Abreu missed the three-game series at 
Cleveland after being briefly hospitalized with a right thigh infection. Abreu was also sidelined from Aug. 
22-Sept. 9 after having testicular torsion surgery. The White Sox hope to have their all-star first baseman 
back in the lineup this weekend. 
 
About the Cubs: 



 
The Cubs finally got a day off Thursday, after going 30 straight days (29) games without a day away from 
the park. They hold a 2½-game lead over the Brewers in the NL Central. The Cubs slipped to fifth in runs 
scored and to 11th in homers in the NL entering Thursday. They were first in batting average and on-
base percentage while their ERA (3.65) was second in the league. MVP candidate Javier Baez has a line 
of .294/.329/.569 with 33 homers and 107 RBI. Ben Zobrist is in the hunt for the batting title, and his line 
is .312/.384/.452. Kyle Schwarber may see time at DH this weekend if his back has healed. He did not 
make the trip to Arizona. The Cubs are in Chicago for the rest of the regular season. 
 
Next: 
White Sox vs. Cleveland Indians at Guaranteed Rate Field, Monday-Wednesday; Cubs vs. Pittsburgh 
Pirates at Wrigley Field, Monday-Thursday 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
How Cubs weathered odyssey of 30 games in 30-day stretch 
By Bruce Miles 
 
The Chicago Cubs did not wander in the desert for 30 days. It only seems they did. 
 
But they did finish a journey of 29 games in 30 days -- without a real day off -- in the desert, finishing 
with a 9-0 defeat to the Arizona Diamondbacks in Phoenix. 
 
After flying overnight, the Cubs enjoyed an off-day Thursday, their first since Aug. 20. 
 
On Aug. 19, the Cubs were 71-52 after falling 2-1 in 11 innings at Pittsburgh. The Cubs began their 30-
day slog on Aug. 21 with a 2-1 loss at Detroit, leaving them 2½ games ahead of the St. Louis Cardinals 
and 3 ahead of the Milwaukee Brewers in the National League Central. 
 
At the time, the Cubs were embarking on what they thought would be a stretch of 23 games in 23 days, 
with a scheduled off-day on Aug 30 being used for a makeup game in Atlanta. 
 
The Cubs were rained out on Sept. 7 in Washington, setting up a doubleheader the next day, when the 
Nationals swept both games. The two teams were rained out on Sept. 9, forcing a makeup game on 
Sept. 13, wiping out a scheduled off-day between two series at Wrigley Field. 
 
When it was all over, the Cubs finished the 30 days more than respectably: 
 
They went 18-11 in the 29 games, outscoring their opponents 124-101 and holding a 2½-game lead over 
the Brewers and 5½ over the Cardinals. 
 
The players seemed to take the schedule in stride even though it was hardly ideal, beginning in the dog 
days of August. 
 
TV play-by-play voice Len Kasper was with the Cubs every step of the way, riding the team buses and 
planes. 
 
"I think everyone knew going into this stretch it wasn't going to be easy, and it was the return trip to 
Washington that seemed be particularly frustrating, considering it took away what would have been a 
key off-day," Kasper wrote in an email exchange. "But then when the Cubs won that game, the whole 
trip might have actually been a blessing in disguise because they've played great baseball since. 



 
 
"The fatigue factor in baseball is so much more about the mental side than the physical. There is an 
intense focus involved with every pitch that cannot really be seen as much as experienced, and players 
will tell you that a day at the park requires a lot of energy. So to do this for 30 consecutive days without 
any respite is a big challenge." 
 
There were several notable developments packed into the 30 days: 
 
• Pitcher Yu Darvish weighed in on talk of his mental strength on Aug. 23. Darvish hasn't pitched since 
May because of triceps and elbow problems. He wound up undergoing a "cleanup" surgery last week. 
Also on Aug. 23, Cole Hamels tossed the Cubs' first, and so far only, complete game of the season. 
 
• David Bote hit a walk-off home run on Aug. 24 against the Reds. It came 12 days after his Sunday Night 
Baseball walk-off winner against the Nationals. 
 
• Maddon had to address his job status on Aug. 28 after a USA Today report indicated he might be on 
the hot seat if the Cubs don't make a strong postseason run. 
 
"I don't understand it," Maddon said at the time. "It's very uninteresting to me. I'm under contract. I'm 
very happy with what I'm doing. When the time is appropriate, I'm sure we'll discuss it further. I really 
don't understand that." 
 
• The Cubs lost two of three at Milwaukee beginning on Labor Day, when Hamels questioned whether 
Cubs-Brewers was a "rivalry" because Miller Park was filled with so many Cubs fans. Later in that series, 
Maddon said injured closer Brandon Morrow "barely" had enough time to pitch again in the regular 
season. This week, the Cubs shut Morrow down for the rest of 2018. 
 
• On Sept. 11, Maddon said the key to getting through the tough stretch was to "keep the switch on." 
The Cubs beat the Brewers at home that night but wound up losing two of three in that series as well. 
 
• The Cubs suffered yet another blow to the bullpen on Sept. 13 in the makeup game at Washington. 
Pedro Strop strained his left hamstring running to first base, and it looked like he might be out for the 
rest of the regular season. But just this week, Strop said he was not ruling out a return, especially in the 
wake of Morrow being shut down. 
 
Of course, there is still much work to do, beginning with this weekend's three-game series against the 
White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field. The good news for the Cubs is that they play the remainder of their 
games in Chicago: the three against the Sox followed by four against the Pirates and three against the 
Cardinals at Wrigley Field. 
 
The Cubs should be feeling good about themselves after weathering the tough part of their schedule. 
But history does provide for some caution. 
 
Back in 2004, hurricanes affected the schedules of both the Cubs and the then-Florida Marlins. The 
Marlins did not play from Sept. 3-6, but from Sept. 7-Oct. 3, they played every day, squeezing 30 games 
into 27 days, including three doubleheaders. They played the Montreal Expos at the White Sox's U.S. 
Cellular Field Sept. 13-14 before flying to Florida for a doubleheader the next day. During that stretch, 
the Marlins went 13-17. 
 



 
The Cubs in 2004 didn't play from Sept. 2-5. From Sept. 10-Oct. 3, they played 26 games in 24 days. 
Although they went 15-11 overall during that stretch, they collapsed over the final nine days, going 2-7 
and frittering away a playoff berth. 
 
Kasper was doing games for the Marlins that year before joining the Cubs for the 2005 season. 
 
"The 2004 season does come to mind," he said. "I recall the Marlins playing well right up until they had 
that series vs. Montreal at the White Sox park. The Marlins won both, but then the teams had to fly to 
Miami for a doubleheader the next night and the Expos swept, and that kind of signaled the end. 
 
"The travel and uncertainty with the hurricane really took its toll on not only the Marlins, but likely the 
Cubs as well." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Why Theo Epstein still thinks this Cubs bullpen has what it takes to win in October 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
PHOENIX – Instead of going into panic mode, Theo Epstein’s sarcasm came through loud and clear. 
 
What are the Cubs going to do without Brandon Morrow? Uh, what they’ve been doing since the All-Star 
break? 
 
They’ve been good enough to spend every day in first place since the middle of July and compile the 
National League’s best record. That’s why Epstein dropped hints and one-liners during Monday’s state-
of-the-team media briefing at Chase Field. Epstein already sensed that Morrow would be shut down for 
the rest of the season, but wanted to wait until the Cubs’ first-half closer got another medical opinion on 
Tuesday from a doctor affiliated with the Arizona Diamondbacks before making the official 
announcement. 
 
“I honestly think the quality of our bullpen is being overlooked here,” Epstein said. “It would be real nice 
if we could be like one of those teams that has the best bullpen ERA in the league…oh wait…that’s 
us…by like a third of a run and it’s more than one or two guys.” 
 
A classic Theo response about a relief corps that leads the NL in ERA (3.30), batting average against 
(.223) and opponent OPS (.655) and features five pitchers who have saved games in September: Pedro 
Strop, Jesse Chavez, Randy Rosario, Jorge De La Rosa and Steve Cishek. The Cubs just survived their 30-
for-30 without a true day off by going 18-11, winning four extra-inning games plus four more one- or 
two-run games. 
 
After decompressing on Thursday, the Cubs will play their final 10 regular-season games in Chicago, 
beginning this weekend against the White Sox on the South Side, where manager Joe Maddon has a 
designated hitter on his lineup card while scripting out pitching changes in the American League format. 
 
Jon Lester, Cole Hamels, Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana consistently pitching deep into games has 
also helped preserve the bullpen and might make some of those late-game decisions a little easier in the 
postseason. Just like he predicted, Mike Montgomery (5-4, 3.35 ERA in 17 starts) has shown that he 
belongs in a big-league rotation, but the lefty swingman who notched the final out in the 2016 World 
Series could be a game-changer as a reliever again this October. 
 



 
Strop is always optimistic – that upbeat nature makes him such a popular teammate and a reliable 
reliever – but he believes that he will be able to come back for a tune-up appearance or two before the 
playoffs start. (That would help get Maddon off the hook for letting Strop hit in the Sept. 13 makeup 
game at Nationals Park, only to watch the replacement closer strain his right hamstring running to first 
base during a 10-inning win over Washington.) 
 
“We’ve had a deep group all year with contributions from many, many relievers, some expected, some 
unexpected,” Epstein said. “They’ve been resilient. They’ve been executing pitches and we’ve had guys 
bounce back from off years last year. It’s been next man up, so that’s the way it’ll continue to be. 
 
“Obviously, we’ve missed Brandon and we’re missing Stropy right now, but our ‘pen is more than just 
one or two guys. Look at the numbers. I’d hate to see what people would complain about if we were 
sitting middle of the pack or something.” 
 
No, the Cubs don’t have an Aroldis Chapman or a Wade Davis to anchor their bullpen. Of course, the 
Milwaukee Brewers could unleash Josh Hader in a five-game series. But in terms of bullpen ERA, the 
Atlanta Braves (4.16), St. Louis Cardinals (4.32) and Colorado Rockies (4.73) rank 10th, 12th and 13th in 
the 15-team NL. 
 
After the Rockies made massive investments in their Coors Field bullpen, Davis has gone 40-for-46 in 
save chances with six losses and a 4.48 ERA. Kenley Jansen hasn’t quite been the same force for the Los 
Angeles Dodgers either (1-5, 2.81 ERA, 36-for-40 in save opportunities) while dealing with an irregular 
heartbeat. 
 
The Cubs’ playoff formula is no longer working backwards from Morrow, who dominated hitters as 
Jansen’s setup guy during last year’s playoffs, pitching in 14 out of 15 games for the Dodgers and earning 
a two-year, $21 million contract and a closer’s job. 
 
“Of course, it can be done,” Maddon said. “It’s always nice to have that guy, whether it was Chappy a 
couple years ago, even what Wade was able to do last year. However, there’s other guys. Let’s get 
Stropy rolling again. That can be very beneficial, too. But these other guys have done a fantastic job. I 
think if we continue to match them up and don’t beat anybody up, we can continue the same trend. 
 
“If we can jab with these guys at the right time, they’ll play.” 
 
Cishek – who’s put up a 2.73 ERA, 23 holds and four saves in 73 appearances – has been the most 
valuable addition from a $215 million offseason spending spree on free-agent pitchers. Justin Wilson – 
who’s stranded 91.9 percent of runners (tops in the NL) – has redeemed himself after flopping last year 
as a trade-deadline pickup from the Detroit Tigers. 
 
Chavez has been a stabilizing presence for the pitching staff, posting a 1.44 ERA, a .538 OPS against and 
a 0.89 WHIP in 27 outings since a midseason trade from the Texas Rangers. De La Rosa has become 
another glue guy in the bullpen (1.59 ERA in 17 innings) after getting released by the Diamondbacks in 
August. Maybe Carl Edwards Jr. gets hot again and the Cubs catch lighting in a bottle with Dillon Maples. 
 
“There’s no reason to hang our heads,” Epstein said. “We have a deep bullpen that’s accomplished quite 
a bit. Leading the league in ERA, that’s no small feat, and that’s not the product of any one or two 
pitchers. That’s a team-wide effort. We have some really talented guys back there. And some guys who 
want the ball and are unafraid in big spots. 
 



 
“These guys are going to have to step up and expand their roles a little bit and get some really big outs 
for us. But we’re confident that’s going to happen. It’s not going to be perfect. It wasn’t going to be 
perfect with a fully healthy Morrow and a fully healthy Strop. That’s just not the way it works. So there’s 
no panic here. If we lose a game late, there’s not going to be any panic. We’re going to find a way.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
'Baseball intellect' sets Baez apart 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHOENIX -- How smart is Javier Baez? He's baseball smart. 
 
"It's hard to evaluate baseball intellect or acumen," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of Baez, a candidate 
for the National League Most Valuable Player Award. "He got a 1600 on his baseball SATs -- he definitely 
did." 
 
As the Cubs enjoy a day off Thursday before playing their final 10 regular-season games, Baez's 
intelligence on the field may be hard for some NL MVP Award voters to measure. All you have to do is 
watch him to see how he takes on the role of quarterback in the Cubs' infield, directing everyone -- and 
it doesn't matter if he's starting at second base, shortstop or third. 
 
When Kris Bryant won the NL MVP Award in 2016, one of the qualities that impressed voters was his 
ability to move from third base to the outfield. Baez's versatility may help him garner more MVP votes, 
too. 
 
"I know we would not be in this position without him," Maddon said about the Cubs, who boast the best 
record in the NL at 89-63. "He carried us for a while. [Bryant] got hurt, [Anthony Rizzo] had a slow start, 
and from the beginning of the year to the middle, Javy really did carry us. What you've seen in the last 
couple days, it's been picking up again and he's kind of catching his second wind. He's definitely a really 
strong MVP candidate." 
 
Baez leads the NL in RBIs (107), extra-base hits (79) and total bases (319), and he's tied for the lead with 
the Brewers' Christian Yelich in slugging percentage (.569). This season, Baez has set career highs in 
every offensive category, including home runs (33), doubles (37) and average (.294). 
 
When Bryant won his NL MVP Award, he batted .292 and was third in the NL with 39 home runs and 
sixth with 102 RBIs, not far behind Rizzo, who drove in 109 that season. 
 
Baez's strongest competition may come from Yelich, who leads the NL in batting at .319, boosted after 
he hit for the cycle for the second time this year on Monday against the Reds. 
 
Maddon hopes that NL MVP Award voters consider Baez as a player and highlight his defensive skills. He 
has started 75 games at second base, 41 at shortstop and 18 at third base. Baez would probably catch if 
asked to. 
 
"Javy, this year, is the best second baseman in baseball, and he can play short and third," Maddon said. 
"I'm certain we can throw him in the outfield. He's Gold Glove caliber at any position he plays, and 
combine that with the power, the RBIs, the batting average. 
 



 
"It's hard for anybody to match up with him, his overall skill set, his baserunning, arm strength, ability to 
throw off balance -- you just keep going down the list of things he can do that on other teams, maybe 
one guy can do one or two of these things but not anybody can do all of the things he can do," Maddon 
said. "He's just different." 
 
Baez hears the "M-V-P" chants, which began as soon as he headed to the plate during the Cubs' series at 
Chase Field against the D-backs. He rewarded the fans by hitting a home run in each of the first two 
games. 
 
"At first, I used to get nervous," Baez said about the chants. "With this year that I've been having, and 
the goals that I was looking forward to -- getting the Gold Glove and 30 homers and 100 RBIs -- [the 
chanting] kind of slowed me down a little bit. Now, when they're yelling 'M-V-P,' it doesn't speed me up 
like it used to do. 
 
"I help my team a lot, and that's what counts, really." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Melisa Reidy, Addison Russell's ex-wife, shares disturbing story of abuse 
By NBC Sports Chicago 
 
Melisa Reidy, the ex-wife of Cubs shortstop Addison Russell, posted a blog late Thursday night detailing 
years of enduring physical, emotional and psychological abuse. 
 
The post can be read here, and much of it is pretty difficult to stomach. 
 
The couple split up in June 2017 after Melisa posted a now-deleted Instagram photo alleging infidelity. A 
friend of Melisa's commented on the Instagram post that there had also been physical abuse during the 
relationship. 
 
MLB caught wind of the deleted comment and opened an investigation of Russell under its then-new 
domestic violence protocol. 
 
The Cubs sent Russell home during the investigation but he was never suspended by Major League 
Baseball. 
 
Reidy opted not to speak with Major League Baseball as part of the investigation. 
 
Before Russell returned to the Cubs he spoke with reporters and denied after the allegations. 
 
“Any allegation I have abused my wife is false and hurtful,” Russell said in June 2017. “For the well-being 
of my family, I’ll have no further comment.” 
 
Russell has struggled at the plate each of the last two seasons. Following a breakout campaign in 2016 in 
which he hit 21 homers and had 95 RBIs, he compiled a .722 OPS in 2017 and is down to .657 in 130 
games this season. 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: From Theo Epstein to Addison Russell, plenty at stake for these 8 Cubs down the stretch 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Owning the National League’s best record despite missing key players for extended periods this season 
says a lot about the Cubs and their high standards. 
 
Even with a 2½-game lead in the National League Central with 10 games left (all in Chicago), there’s 
plenty at stake — particularly for the following individuals — as the Cubs close in on their fourth 
consecutive playoff berth. 
 
Theo Epstein 
After expensive and largely unproductive offseason free-agent signings, the midseason upgrades (Cole 
Hamels, Jesse Chavez and Daniel Murphy) paid off instantly without taxing an already thinned farm 
system. 
 
Because of some stagnation, Epstein may be tempted to part with one or two members of the young 
core of hitters in an effort to add much-needed starting pitching depth. 
 
In a rare scene, Epstein spent plenty of time around the batting cage with hitting coach Chili Davis 
before the first two games of the Diamondbacks series. 
 
Yu Darvish and Tyler Chatwood will have a chance to resurrect their careers next spring, but falling short 
of an NL title could rattle the windows atop the Gallagher Way offices. 
 
Joe Maddon 
Because of the constant juggling subpar performances and injuries necessitated, this arguably has been 
the best managing job of Maddon’s four seasons. His quick hook early in the season taxed the bullpen, 
but the Cubs have gotten to this point thanks to a major-league-leading 46 comeback victories. 
 
The Cubs have forged this lead despite not having a true leadoff hitter, partly because of Maddon’s 
fearlessness in using multiple players in the top spot, including slugger Anthony Rizzo. 
 
But there have been a few 2016 World Series-esque head-scratching decisions, such as allowing closer 
Pedro Strop to bat for himself after he already had pitched 1 2/3 innings. Strop suffered a hamstring 
injury while trying to avoid a double play and likely will miss the rest of the regular season. 
 
Any serious dialogue regarding a contract extension for Maddon may not start until next year, as Epstein 
tends to be extremely deliberate in evaluations. 
 
Jose Quintana 
No start may be more scrutinized than Quintana facing his former White Sox teammates Friday in the 
wake of the impressive seasons of former Cubs prospects Eloy Jimenez and Dylan Cease, who were 
traded for Quintana last July. 
 
Many Sox unpaid advisers already have declared this deal a lopsided victory, and they’re likely to be 
correct. However, Jimenez and Cease have yet to play in the majors, and Quintana’s team-friendly 
contract provided the Cubs with fixed costs with team options through 2020 that allowed them 
flexibility to sign reliever Steve Cishek, among other free agents. 
 



 
Quintana, 29, has lowered his ERA from 4.46 to 3.95 in his last six starts, finally resembling the pitcher 
who was one of the most coveted targets last summer. 
 
But with a rested bullpen and victories at a premium, Quintana might not get a chance to work out of 
jams. 
 
Carl Edwards Jr. 
These are interesting times, considering that Edwards has slipped in the late-inning pecking order after 
an effective first two months before suffering right shoulder issues. 
 
The lack of a consistent and accurate 95-mph fastball resulted in seven walks in his six appearances 
before a scoreless inning Sunday. The sharpness of his curve may dictate if he can be trusted in crucial 
situations. 
 
Willson Contreras/Addison Russell 
The combined lack of power and significant dips in batting average for Contreras and Russell has been 
one of the greatest mysteries of the 2018 season. 
 
Any contribution to a division title should be viewed as a victory at this point, but their stagnation 
presents the front office with plenty to ponder this winter. 
 
Still, Contreras’ arm remains one of the Cubs’ best defensive weapons. Russell has dealt with a sore right 
shoulder, which only adds to questions about his long-term future at shortstop. 
 
Kyle Schwarber/Ian Happ 
 
Schwarber’s defense has improved to the point that he could start in left field in an American League 
park this weekend if his stiff back has loosened. His .239 batting average is somewhat acceptable 
because he has 25 home runs (second on the team) and a .356 on-base percentage. 
 
Happ provides defensive versatility and some big moments, such as his three-run homer to beat the 
Reds on Sept. 14. But his offensive development remains bumpy as his .346 on-base percentage is offset 
by 162 strikeouts in 372 at-bats. 
 
Happ needs regular at-bats to polish his hitting — but victories are the priority for the Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Kyle Hendricks upbeat as home run rate drops 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kyle Hendricks can relax before his next scheduled start Sunday against the White Sox and left-hander 
Carlos Rodon. 
 
“I have the soft contact up and the home runs down,” Hendricks said. 
 
Since the start of August, Hendricks has allowed three home runs in 56 1/3 innings, a significant 
improvement over the 19 homers he allowed in 127 innings over the first four months. 
 



 
In Monday’s 5-1 victory over the Diamondbacks, Hendricks succeeded without enticing Diamondbacks 
batters to chase elevated fastballs — a ploy Hendricks has tried in the past. 
 
“It was a different kind of game where I was able to establish (the strike zone) down early,” said 
Hendricks, who lost his shutout bid when A.J. Pollock led off the ninth with a home run. “I might have 
thrown only five to 10 (elevated fastballs). I ran some balls in on batters. I threw enough changeups for 
strikes early that I was able to get them to chase pitches down. 
 
“When you can’t get hitters to chase down, that’s when you have to elevate more or change your game 
plan. But when you keep going to it and get those swings, it’s something you can stick to until you have 
to change.” 
 
With 183 1/3 innings with two starts left, Hendricks is likely to surpass his season high in innings (190 in 
2016) but fall short of the 200-inning mark. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Alec Mills had same injury as Brandon Morrow: 'It stinks' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Alec Mills has experienced what Cubs closer Brandon Morrow will endure the next two months, and 
Morrow’s patience will be tested as much as his healing powers. 
 
“I had to do two months of absolutely nothing,” Mills said. 
 
In 2017 he didn’t pitch from May 12 to Aug. 19 because of a bone bruise in his right pitching forearm — 
the same injury Morrow has. 
 
“It’s frustrating, but (the doctors) know what they’re doing,” he said. “You have to listen.” 
 
The layoff was tougher for Mills because his injury occurred early in season when he was with Triple-A 
Iowa, and he was limited to rehabilitation and no throwing for a long stretch. 
 
“It stinks,” Mills said. “It’s our jobs. We want to be out there pitching and contributing as much as we 
can. But it’s part of the business. So it happens. You have to take it as it comes and do the best you can.” 
 
Mills said he tried to take his mind off baseball once he left the Cubs complex in Arizona, where he 
performed his rehab in the summer heat. 
 
Mills said he was aided by his wife, Paige, who wouldn’t talk about baseball and was treated to one or 
two dinner dates a week during his rehab. 
 
Since rejoining the Cubs on Sept. 9, Mills didn’t appear in a game until Tuesday but looked sharp as he 
struck out three during his two-inning stint in which he threw 15 of 18 pitches for strikes. 
 
“I try to get off the mound as much as I can without overdoing it so I can be ready every day,” Mills said. 
 
“Willie (Contreras) gave me pretty good advice in the bullpen. He told me to slow everything down. A lot 
of times when you haven’t been out in a while, you get a little anxious when you get back out there. But 
his advice helped a lot. After every pitch, I was taking a deep breath.” 



 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Addison Russell’s ex-wife accuses Cubs shortstop of physical abuse in blog post 
By Phil Thompson 
 
Cubs shortstop Addison Russell’s ex-wife, Melisa Reidy-Russell, has accused him of physical 
mistreatment in a blog post linked to her Instagram account. 
 
Reidy-Russell, whose marriage was officially dissolved in a Florida court Aug. 30, made the allegations in 
an post titled, “You no longer have a secret, you have a story,” but did not describe the exact nature of 
the abuse. 
 
“The first time I was physically mistreated by my spouse, I was in shock,” Reidy-Russell wrote. “I couldn’t 
wrap my head around what just happened. … Why did he get so angry? What did I do for him to want to 
put his hands on me? 
 
“Of course I forgave him & assumed it would never happen again. I just thought he had let his emotions 
get the best of him, he loves me and he’s sorry. I was deeply hurt that he could even be capable of this 
behavior towards me, I couldn’t understand how the man I was so in love with, the FATHER of my child, 
the man I married just a few months ago could show such aggression towards me.” 
 
Neither Reidy-Russell nor her attorney, Russell, the Cubs or Major League Baseball could be reached for 
comment. 
 
Abuse allegations first surfaced in June 2017, when a person who had been identified as a close friend of 
Reidy-Russell accused Russell, via social media, of “mentally and physically abusing her.” 
 
Russell called the claim “false and hurtful” in a statement. 
 
Reidy-Russell filed for divorce two weeks after the abuse accusation but declined to cooperate with 
Major League Baseball, which investigated the accusation of domestic violence. 
 
Through her attorney, Thomas T. Field of Beermann Pritikin Mirabelli Swerdlove LLP, Reidy-Russell 
acknowledged writing a since-deleted Instagram post in which she said she was “cheated on, lied to and 
disrespected,” but she declined to confirm whether she was physically abused. 
 
“That does not trace back to my client," Field said at the time. “She has been forthright about any 
comments she has personally made herself." 
 
However, in Reidy-Russell’s Wordpress post, which is not dated, she wrote: “As time went on abusive 
behavior happened more often in arguments (more so when he was under the influence) & the 
verbal/emotional abuse grew to new levels. Friends would express their concerns with me but I would 
assure them that I was okay, he lost his temper & wasn’t himself.” 
 
She wrote that one incident of abuse occurred with their then-infant son present. Reidy-Russell had 
moved back to her and Russell’s hometown of Pensacola, Fla., but said she returned to Chicago about a 
month later so the child could visit Russell. 
 



 
“But, as I expected our visit was a nightmare, I swore to myself it would be the last time he’d lay his 
hands on me & it would be that last time I’d let my son be a witness to it,” she wrote. 
 
-- 
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