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Blackmon, Desmond power wild win over Nats 
Offense comes through despite 10 walks issued by staff 

 
Todd Karpovich / MLB.com | Apr. 15th, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON -- Charlie Blackmon and the rest of the Colorado Rockies had a definitive strategy to attack Stephen 

Strasburg, a three-time All-Star who can overpower almost any lineup. 

 

The goal was to make him work by stringing together hits and earning some walks to hopefully get into the Nationals' 

bullpen. 

 

Blackmon executed the game plan perfectly, hitting a home run and finishing with three RBIs in the 6-5 victory on Jackie 

Robinson Day to take three of four games in the series. Ian Desmond had the biggest hit of the day with a game-winning 

solo homer in the ninth inning. 

 

"What a great game to win," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "We're excited about this one. We feel good about our 

team and we know how good [the Nationals] are. They know we're good too. It was a good series for us that we came out 

with three out of four. We know we have to continue to play well no matter who we play. This was a good test for both 

teams." 

 

Bryce Harper hit his league-leading seventh home run for Washington. 

 

Strasburg was masterful as he retired 11 in a row before allowing the homer to Blackmon that tied the game 1-1 in the 

fourth. Strasburg then struggled with his commed as his pitch count rose. Colorado took advantage by scoring three times 

in the sixth when Blackmon hit a two-out, two-RBI double and Carlos Gonzalez followed with a single. 

 
Blackmon also homered off Max Scherzer the previous night. 
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"I think home runs are the best way to score runs," Blackmon said. "It's not indicative of sustainable success maybe. So, I 

would like to see some more good at-bats, singles, doubles, walks, that kind of thing. But I'll take a homer any day." 

 
Rockies left-hander Tyler Anderson battled through 4 2/3 innings. He allowed three runs (one earned) and two hits with 

six strikeouts and six walks on 94 pitches. 

 

DJ LeMahieu hit a go-ahead homer in the eighth inning off Washington right-hander Shawn Kelley, but a wild pitch by 

Rockies reliever Adam Ottavino allowed Michael A. Taylor to score from third and tie the game at 5. However, Desmond 

responded with the biggest hit of the game. 

 
"It's really one of those fortunate [but also unfortunate] endings," Desmond said about beating his former team. "DJ and 

Charlie did such a really, really good job against some really good pitching. Obviously, you want the light to shine on 

them. Those guys basically carried me and the team." 

 
You Gotta See This 
LeMahieu had a nifty grab on a sharp grounder by Moises Sierra in the second inning. LeMahieu then flipped the ball to 

shortstop Trevor Story, who completed the 4-6-3 double play. Anderson struck out Taylor for the final out, stranding Howie 

Kendrick at third. 

 
He Said It 
"I am going to say that's not going to happen again … for any team." Black on winning the game despite allowing 10 

walks. 

 
Sound Smart 
Blackmon has hit all six of his homers on the road this season. Ian Stewart in 2010 was the last Rockies player to hit his 

first six homers on the road, according to Elias Sports Bureau. 

 
Up Next 
The Rockies travel to Pittsburgh, where snow fell over the weekend. German Marquez (0-1, 4.97 ERA) will start the 

opener of the three-game series Monday. Marquez was ejected in his last start for participating in a bench-clearing melee 

that erupted in the third inning against the Padres. The Pirates will counter with left-hander Steven Brault (2-0, 3.46 ERA). 
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Honoring Jackie special for Rox, Nats 
 
Oliver Macklin and Todd Karpovich / MLB.com | Apr. 15th, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON -- A chilly, rain-soaked morning in the nation's capital did not put a damper on the pregame festivities in 

honor of Jackie Robinson Day at Nationals Park. 

 

To celebrate, the Nationals played a tribute video to Robinson on the scoreboard before having U.S. Representative John 

Lewis, a Democrat from Georgia, throw out the first pitch. Lewis is widely regarded as a civil rights icon and received a 

Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

 

Having served in Congress for more than 30 years, Lewis was also chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee and was one of the "Big Six" leaders of groups who organized the 1963 March on Washington. Members from 

the Mamie Johnson Little League also participated in the pregame ceremony. 

 

"John Lewis is John Lewis; the name speaks for itself," Nationals manager Dave Martinez said. "I'm looking forward to 

having a conversation with him and shaking his hand. He's just one of those people that people respect and admire." 

 

For young players like the Rockies' Trevor Story, the Jackie Robinson era happened well before they were even born. 

 

Nonetheless, the Rockies shortstop appreciates what Robinson means for Major League Baseball and his place in 

history. 

 

Prior to the series finale against the Nationals, Story proudly wore a practice jersey emblazoned with No. 42 across the 

front to celebrate Jackie Robinson Day. All of the players across MLB also donned No. 42 on their uniforms on Sunday to 

commemorate Robinson's impact on the game. 

 

"It's a very special story," Story said. "He had some really tough times, that's for sure. He was really a pioneer for 

everyone in our game. Really, everybody. It's special to be able to play today and wear 42. I feel a lot of guys don't take 

that lightly. It's really special and an honor, really." 

 

To further honor Robinson, the Rockies unveiled their 12th Annual "Rockies Honor Robinson" Youth Artistic Contest, in 

which 34 local schools and 4,328 students participated in creating artwork explaining what breaking barriers means to 

them. The goal of this annual recognition is to celebrate and bring more exposure to the life, values and accomplishments 

of Jackie Robinson and other African- American leaders who have inspired to many. 

 

The club will recognize four winners of the art contest prior to the game on April 21. 
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Rockies manager Bud Black took some time to reflect on Robinson's legacy. 

 

"I think it's great that Major League Baseball has a day for Jackie Robinson because he is so instrumental in his era, and 

moving forward, everything that has taken place since, not only in baseball, but in our society," Black said. "Part of me 

wished he could have been recognized sooner. He was a very proud man." 

 

Added Martinez: "Not only did he change the game, but he changed how people viewed life. He's a legend and will always 

be remembered. That's why we have Jackie Robinson Day." 

 

Major League Baseball will donate all proceeds from the sale of Jackie Robinson Day-related gear and merchandise to 

the Jackie Robinson Foundation, which has a scholarship program that provides four years of financial assistance and 

direct program services annually to 225 students attending 100 colleges and universities across the country. The 

foundation also has a mentoring curriculum to reach a broad range of college students beyond its core "JRF Scholars." 

 

In addition, plans are underway for the Jackie Robinson Museum that will commemorate the life of Jackie Robinson as an 

athlete, activist and icon, illuminating his long-lasting impact across society through state-of-the-art exhibits, precious 

artifacts, film and other media. The National Jackie Robinson Museum Legacy Campaign has raised over $25 million and 

the museum is set to open in 2019. 

  



    

5 
 

Nolan Arenado's young career has already put him in some rarefied air 
 
Chris Landers / MLB.com | April 16, 2018 
 
 
You're probably aware that Nolan Arenado is good at baseball. You're probably also aware that he's among the best all-

around players in the game today. But you might not be aware of just how historically awesome Arenado's been in his 

young career -- and that's why we're here to help.  

 

Arenado turns 27 years old today (happy birthday, Nolan!). In his five seasons in the big leagues, he's compiled five Gold 

Glove Awards, three All-Star Game nods and three top-10 finishes in NL MVP voting. The following is a complete list of 

players who have hit all three of those benchmarks through their age-26 season: Arenado, Ken Griffey Jr., Johnny Bench.  

 

Seriously, that's it. A few others came close -- Willie Mays, for example, made four All-Star teams and finished top-10 in 

NL MVP voting four times, but he somehow didn't win his first Gold Glove until he was 26. But, Bench and the Kid were 

the only other players in Major League history to have done what Arenado's done before he turned 27. 

 

If that sounds surprising at first glance, maybe it shouldn't. After all, how many players can match Arenado's combination 

of skills? How many players can pair this arm ... 

... with this athleticism ... 

... with a bat that's hit at least 37 homers and posted at least a 124 OPS+ in each of the last three years? There have 

been elite hitters, and there have been elite defenders, but only a select few have brought them together like Arenado has 

-- and he somehow hasn't even entered his prime yet. 
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Rockies remain an enigma, even after taking three of four games from Nationals 
Ian Desmond breaks slump to deliver winning homer in 6-5 win 

 
Patrick Saunders / TheDenverPost.com | April 15, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON — What to make of the Rockies after Sunday’s strange and dramatic 6-5 victory that left them with a 9-8 

record after taking three of four games at Nationals Park? 

 

Perplexing, yet resilient? Maddening, yet full of possibility? Talented but underachieving? Barely treading water? 

 

“We haven’t played our best baseball, but we have a winning record,” said second baseman DJ LeMahieu, who hit three 

homers in the series, including a solo shot in the eighth inning Sunday off Shawn Kelley to give the Rockies a 5-4 lead. 

“We’ve been playing well on the road (7-4). If we can have the record we have, with the way we’ve been playing? That’s a 

good team.” 

 

Ian Desmond has certainly not played up to expectations. He’s batting .190 with a .200 on-base percentage, but he 

delivered one of the biggest hits of the young season Sunday, blasting a solo homer to center in the ninth inning off Sean 

Doolittle for the game-winner. 

 

“After my last at-bat, I went to the outfield feeling like things were coming back,” said Desmond, who’d been in a horrible 

funk, batting 2-for-38 with 14 strikeouts before swatting the homer. “When the rain comes, the sun always comes after. I 

felt like good things were coming. And what a perfect moment for it to come back. Hopefully I can put the rest of that 

series behind me and move on from that last swing.” 

 

With Nolan Arenado out of the lineup — he served the second of his five-game suspension Sunday — Colorado’s offense 

continues to lean heavily on LeMahieu and Charlie Blackmon, who hit his sixth homer of the season Sunday (all on the 

road), and who also drove in two more runs with a double. 

 

“DJ and Charlie did such a good job in this series against some really good pitching, obviously you want the light to shine 

on them,” Desmond said. “They carried me and the team for three games.” 

 

Manager Bud Black was quite aware that the Rockies walked 10 batters, gave up one run on a passed ball by catcher 

Chris Iannetta, another run on a throwing error by Iannetta on the same play, and still another run on a wild pitch by 

usually reliable reliever Adam Ottavino in the eighth. But at the end of a cold, raw day, the Rockies found a way. 

 

“What a great game to win, we are excited about this one,” Black said. 
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But major issues remain as the Rockies open a three-game series at Pittsburgh on Monday, weather permitting. 

Colorado’s starters are struggling to provide quality innings and its hitters are striking out at an alarming rate. 

 

Left-hander Tyler Anderson lasted just 4 ⅔ innings Sunday and walked six. His ERA is 4.74, a tick higher than the 

starters’ combined ERA of 4.34, which is third worst in the National League. 

 

Regarding the walks given up by the Rockies, Black said: “I am going to say that is not going to happen again. For any 

team, for that matter. That’s not recommended.” 

 

In fact, it was just the sixth time in franchise history in which the Rockies won a game in which they walked 10 or more 

batters. It marked the first time since May 15, 2012 at San Francisco. 

 

All told, the Rockies fanned 44 times in the four games against the Nationals, and slumping shortstop Trevor Story struck 

out 10 times. For the season, Story is striking out 42 percent of the time (26 times in 62 at-bats) and is hitting .177. 

 

“It’s a tough game and it’s tough to say that it’s one thing in particular,” Story said before Sunday’s game, in which he 

struck out four times. “I always have that belief in myself, and in my work, that it’s going to come around. I feel like I’m 

very close.” 

 

Black, ever supportive of his players, said he’s watching Story carefully and thinks the shortstop can emerge from his 

funk. 

 

“With Trevor, there are things I look for,” Black said. “Is he expanding the zone? At times, but not as much as we have 

seen, so that’s a good sign. Is he just underneath some pitches and fouled some balls off? Yes.” 

 

Bottom line, the Rockies were an upbeat bunch as they packed their bags and headed to Pittsburgh. 

 

“You come into Washington, facing their rotation, (and) if you come away with a split you’d feel pretty good about 

yourself,” Desmond said. “But to put up the wins we did, and the way we stayed in those games, without Nolan, to walk 

away with three of four, that’s a good feeling. Hopefully it give us some momentum going into the next series.” 

 

Looking ahead 
Colorado Rockies starting pitcher German Marquez pitches in the first inning against the Atlanta Braves during the 

Colorado Rockies home opener at Coors Field April 6, 2018.Andy Cross, The Denver PostColorado Rockies starting 

pitcher German Marquez pitches in the first inning against the Atlanta Braves during the Colorado Rockies home opener 

at Coors Field April 6, 2018. 

 

Rockies RHP German Marquez (0-1, 4.97) at Pirates LHP Steven Brault (2-0, 3.46), 5:05 p.m. Monday; ATTRM, 850 AM 
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Marquez appeared to be in fine form to begin his last start, tossing three scoreless innings against the Padres before he 

was ejected during the fracas that broke out and resulted in the suspension of Nolan Arenado. Marquez was not 

suspended, but he did receive a fine. Marquez throws a plus fastball and an excellent curve, but he’s still searching for an 

effective third pitch. He’s started one game at PNC Park, earning the win in a 5-1 Rockies victory last June. He pitched 

five innings, allowing one run on four hits with one walk and two strikeouts. Brault, who began the season in the Pirates’ 

bullpen, came away with a no-decision in a 13-5 loss to the Cubs on Wednesday, allowing four runs on seven hits over 

five innings. Four of Chicago’s seven hits off Brault went for extra bases, including Javier Baez’s three-run homer in the 

second inning. — Patrick Saunders, The Denver Post 

 

Tuesday: Rockies RHP Chad Bettis (2-0, 2.04) at Pirates RHP Trevor Williams (3-0, 1.56), 5:05 p.m., ATTRM 

 

Wednesday: Rockies LHP Kyle Freeland (0-2, 4.50) at Pirates RHP Chad Kuhl (1-1, 5.74), 10:35 a.m., No TV 

 

Thursday: Off day 
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Ian Desmond’s ninth-inning homer lifts Rockies to improbable win over Nationals 
Desmond blasted a solo homer to center off of Sean Doolittle, lifting the Rockies to a 6-5 victory 

 
Patrick Saunders /TheDenverPost.com | April 15, 2018  
 
WASHINGTON — Ian Desmond strode to the plate Sunday afternoon with a .175 average after going 1-for-14 with six 

strikeouts in the three previous games of the series against the Nationals. 

 

Naturally, Desmond blasted a solo homer to center in the ninth inning off Sean Doolittle, lifting the Rockies to an 

improbable 6-5 victory and allowing them to capture the four-game series. Desmond was down 0-2 and then worked the 

count full before hitting his game-winner. It was the first go-ahead homer in the top of the ninth of Desmond’s career. 

 

Desmond rescued reliever Adam Ottavino, whose wild pitch allowed Michael Taylor to score from third base and tie the 

game, 5-5, in the eighth. 

 

Colorado’s additional heroes were DJ LeMahieu and Charlie Blackmon, who kept the Rockies alive in a strange, mistake-

filled affair at Nationals Park. 

 
BOX SCORE: Rockies 6, Nationals 5 
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Rockies are true-outcoming their way to a winning record. But how long can it last? 
 
Nick Groke / Athletic.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON — Mark Reynolds, the “Sheriff of Swattingham,” set baseball's record for strikeouts in a season by a 

batter with 223 in 2009. He was a true trailblazer, a zealous adapter to the True Outcome Era. That same season, he also 

hit 44 home runs and led his team in walks. He was all or nothing, binary code made human. 

 

The Rockies this season occupy something of the same mold. They are striking out more than any other team in the 

National League. They swing at more pitches than any team but the Padres. They connect on fewer pitches than any 

team except the Phillies. 

 

And they lead the league in home runs. 

 

Three more homers bounded off Rockies bats Sunday. The loudest of them, Ian Desmond's full-count shot to 

straightaway center off Nationals closer Sean Doolittle, gave Colorado an unlikely 6-5 victory, the club's third win in a four-

game series at NL East champion Washington. 

 

With suspended all-star Nolan Arenado away in Arizona, Charlie Blackmon hit a solo homer to right and a two-run double 

in the sixth off Stephen Strasburg, and DJ LeMahieu homered to center in the eighth. Colorado also struck out 10 times. 

 

“Home runs are the best way to score runs,” Blackmon said, “but it’s not exactly indicative of sustainable success.” 

 

And yet, the Rockies (9-8) continue to win. In a four-game series, the Rockies sat down on 34 strikeouts. But only 

Nationals ace Max Scherzer, a three-time Cy Young award winner, was able to defeat them, a 6-2 victor Saturday. 

 

Before his home run in the ninth, Desmond was lost on his way to the plate, with one hit and six strikeouts in 14 at-bats at 

D.C. He was 2-for-38 since April 5. But after Doolittle moved ahead 0-2 on two fastballs, Desmond worked a full count, 

fouled off another pitch, then blasted a center-cut fastball over the center-field fence. 

 

“When the rain comes, the sun always comes after,” Desmond said in Colorado's clubhouse as rain poured down outside 

after the game. “I felt like good things were coming. Good things were coming. I kept telling myself that. I really believed it. 

When I walked up the plate that last at-bat, I thought, 'I’m just gonna raise my hands up a little bit.' I just felt good. I had 

that feel back. And what a perfect moment for it to come back.” 

 

Blackmon and LeMahieu carried Colorado through their empty at-bats, Desmond said. After missing the first two games 

with a strained right thigh muscle, Blackmon returned to hit 3-for-8 with two homers and five RBIs. The homer off 

Strasburg was Blackmon's sixth, all on the road, second-most in the NL behind only Bryce Harper. And 46 percent of 

Blackmon's hits this season are home runs. 
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LeMahieu's run of home runs is more surprising. He now has five, after an eighth-inning shot off Shawn Kelley that gave 

the Rockies a momentary lead. All of his homers are also outside of Coors Field, but LeMahieu only hit a fifth homer last 

year on Aug. 26. 

 

“It seems like our homers this series were all at good times,” LeMahieu said. “We haven’t strung a lot together, but we 

also faced really good pitching. We’ll get more consistent; there’s no doubt. I have no worries about that at all.” 

 

They should be worried. Trevor Story struck out four times Sunday, his second Golden Sombrero in the series. He struck 

out 10 times in total in Washington. He is striking out in 42 percent of his at-bats this season — and he's well on his way 

to threatening Reynolds' record for Ks. In Reynolds' whiffiest of seasons, in 2009, he struck out in 38.5 percent of his at-

bats. 

 

And Mike Tauchman's single in the sixth off Strasburg was just the second Rockies pinch-hit this season. They are 2-for-

27 off the bench. 

 

“We’re striking out a little bit,” Colorado manager Bud Black said. “We’ve talked about that. That’s the emphasis in what 

we’re trying to do, knock those strikeouts down. But with the homers, it helps for sure when you’re not getting a lot of 

contact. We’ll figure it out as we go.” 

 

Rockies starter Tyler Anderson pitched his own version of the true outcome. The lefty struck out six and walked six more. 

The Nationals reached on 10 walks in total, including Wade Davis' free pass of Harper in the ninth. Colorado's closer 

finally forced Ryan Zimmerman to ground out to end the game for his baseball-best seventh save. 

 

Through 17 games, Colorado's pitchers have walked 64 batters, second-most in the NL. Sunday's victory was just the 

sixth in the 25-year history of the club in which they walked 10 or more batters in game. 

 

“I’m gonna say that won’t happen again,” Black said. “That was not recommended, to walk 10 and think we can win.” 

 

An outlier emerged in the sixth inning, when Carlos Gonzalez, with two outs, lined an easy single through an open left 

side of Washington's infield to ruin a shift. It scored Blackmon from second base and gave the Rockies a 4-3 lead. 

 

Home runs are down across the league. But not for the Rockies. And their true outcomes will suffer, probably, at some 

point. While they lead the league in homers, they also rank last in on-base percentage. The Rockies are living and dying 

by the long ball. 

 

“I’d like to see more good at-bats, singles, doubles, walks, that kind of thing,” Blackmon said, “but I’ll take a homer any 

day.” 



    

12 
 

Without Nolan Arenado, Rockies are searching for somebody — “whoever they may be” — to lead the way 
 
Nick Groke / Athletic.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 

WASHINGTON — Retribution landed on the Rockies early Saturday when Joe Torre's office won a tug-of-war and Nolan 

Arenado dropped an appeal of his five-game suspension for fighting. Colorado's hyperactive all-star third baseman 

already had his toes tapping with anxiety. 

 

“Five games is a lot of games,” Arenado said. “That's a long time. I need to find a way to see pitching, to stay ready, stay 

locked in.” 

 

Arenado emptied his locker and flew immediately to Arizona for make-do at-bats in extended spring training. But what will 

the Rockies do without their heart and soul? 

 

Colorado's first swing through the East Coast this season, for a four-game series against the National League East 

champion Nationals and the red-hot Pirates, suddenly seemed overwhelming. 

 

“You have to understand that we're counting on everybody else a little more,” center fielder Charlie Blackmon said. “It has 

to be more of a team game. You have to make the most of your opportunities. If you have runners in scoring position, then 

you're the man.” 

 

The Rockies on Saturday found no answers for Arenado's loss in a 6-2 loss of their own at Nationals Park. Washington 

ace Max Scherzer whipped through Colorado's makeshift lineup, striking out 11 on just one hit, his 67th career game with 

at least 10 Ks. 

 

“That is one of the best games I've seen him throw in a long time,” Bryce Harper said. 

 

The Rockies are teetering. Arenado's five-game absence extends a shorthanded stretch. They were already without 

Blackmon for four games while he rested a strained right thigh muscle. For two days, the Rockies wiggled by on spotty 

hitting and competent pitching. 

 

DJ LeMahieu on Thursday erupted for two home runs and two doubles and Chad Bettis pitched seven innings on just 

three hits. The two “carried the team on their shoulders,” Colorado manager Bud Black said, in a 5-1 victory over the Nats. 

 

“We have to get hits from the lineup — whoever they may be,” Black said. 

 

On Friday, it was Carlos González doing most of the heavy lifting, with a home run to right and a sacrifice fly that gave the 

Rockies a 2-1 win. 
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By Saturday, with Arenado now AWOL and Gerardo Parra still awaiting his appeal of a four-game suspension, Blackmon 

returned. One star out, one star in. 

 

“It didn't matter who was in the lineup,” González said. “Obviously you want to have your horses out there. You want to 

have Blackmon and Parra and DJ and Nolan. But sometimes things happen. Guys get hurt, guys get suspended. We 

have to show up with the same intensity.” 

 

Life without Arenado started with a lineup shuffle. LeMahieu paced their order as leadoff. Blackmon returned in a new 

spot, hitting third. González hit cleanup. Rookie Ryan McMahon started at third base for the first time in his short career. 

McMahon, one of the club's top prospects, will finally get regular at-bats. But it may be a show-me tryout for Ryan 

McMahon: Hit and stay; keep slumping and a trip to Triple-A seems likely. 

 

Blackmon, especially, was eager to make up for roster deficiencies. 

 

“I really want to get out there quickly,” he said. In the first inning, Blackmon golfed a low fastball from Scherzer over the 

right-field fence for a two-run homer, his fifth this season, all on the road. Only Harper has hit more this season. 

 

But Scherzer retired the next 20 batters he faced and the Rockies did not scratch out another hit until the eighth, when 

McMahon singled to right off reliever Ryan Madson. Scherzer struck out five in a row after Blackmon's homer and not one 

other Colorado batter even cleared the infield off him. 

 

“The velocity was more than we expected,” Black said. “This guy is one of the best pitchers in baseball. He really pitched. 

And we didn't have very many good swings except for Charlie.” 

 

How the Rockies sneaked out two victories to start this series seems a minor miracle. Colorado continues to lack for 

offense, with 34 strikeouts in three games. Pitching carried them, with two runs allowed in the first two games. González, 

Friday's hero, said it will be their arms that make up for Arenado's departure. 

 

And Jon Gray, for five innings, did that. He allowed only a solo homer to Matt Wieters to keep the Rockies ahead by a run. 

But the sixth tore him apart. Five batters reached base against him as Wieters hit a run-scoring single, Michael Taylor 

brought home a sliding Harper with a bunt single and Moises Sierra knocked in two runs with a double to center. 

 

“I can't stress how frustrating it is to cruise and then let it all go to waste,” Gray said. “I can be good 95 percent of the time. 

But 95 percent of the time doesn't matter.” 

 

Major League Baseball, lead by Torre, the league's chief baseball officer, announced Arenado's suspension Friday, and 

the third baseman immediately appealed. Suspensions are often reduced; Harpers' four-game ban last season for 

charging Giants reliever Hunter Strickland, for instance, was trimmed from four games to three. 
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Arenado, though, gave up hope, taking in full the five-game suspension stemming from a benches-clearing brawl with the 

Padres last week at Coors Field. 

 

The Rockies can stagger their suspensions, keeping Parra around during an appeal until Arenado returns. But they will 

scrape by with a short bench, even after they return to Coors Field to face the Cubs next week. The bench is hardly the 

biggest concern, however. Colorado managed just two hits Saturday, its lowest total since Aug. 22, 2017. The Rockies 

rank last in the majors with a .220 batting average, and last with a .289 on-base percentage. They are 10th in the NL in 

team OPS and in runs scored per game. 

 

“Whenever the guy in front of you doesn't get the job done, you want to pick it up,” González said. “That's what really good 

teams do, they pick each other up.” 
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Desmond's 9th-inning homer leads Rockies past Nationals 6-5 
 
Associated Press / ESPN.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
WASHINGTON -- Stuck in a 2-for-39 slump that sent his average below .200, Ian Desmond stood in left field on a soggy, 

windy day at Nationals Park feeling good about himself. Even though he was 0 for 3 to that point, he was feeling 

comfortable at the plate again. 

 

Desmond carried those good vibes into the ninth inning and hit a tiebreaking, two-out homer against his former team as 

the Colorado Rockies rallied to beat the Washington Nationals 6-5 on Sunday. 

 

"I felt like good things are coming, good things are coming. I kept on telling myself that," Desmond said. "I just felt good. I 

just had that feel back. And what a perfect moment for it to come back." 

 

Charlie Blackmon drove in three runs for the Rockies, who took three of four in Washington as the Nationals ended a 

dispiriting homestand. 

 

Desmond played his first seven seasons in the majors for the Nationals, through 2015. He became an All-Star shortstop 

and hit 110 home runs with Washington. 

 

Bryce Harper hit his big league-leading seventh home run for Washington, connecting in the first and pausing to admire 

his deep drive to right-center. 

 

Blackmon did his damage against the otherwise stingy Stephen Strasburg. His two-out homer in the fourth was the 

Rockies' first hit off Strasburg, who retired the first 11 batters. In the sixth, Blackmon squeezed a grounder past first 

baseman Ryan Zimmerman into the right-field corner to score two runs and tie the game at 3. Gonzalez followed with a 

single against the shift to score Blackmon. 

 

Adam Ottavino (3-0) got the win despite being rattled by the speedy Michael A. Taylor. After Taylor doubled down the left-

field line with two outs in the eighth, he stole third easily. Then he bluffed stealing home to get Ottavino's attention. 

 

On the next pitch, Taylor danced a third of the way down the baseline and Ottavino distractedly threw a wild pitch, 

allowing Taylor to race home. 

 

Wade Davis worked the ninth for his seventh save in eight opportunities as slugging Colorado improved to 7-4 away from 

hitter-friendly Coors Field this season. 

 

"It was a great game. It was entertaining," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "You wouldn't expect a game like that to end 

up the way it did, because of the 10 walks and some of the wild pitches and stuff, but it's baseball, man. It was great." 
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The Nationals won just three times in their 10-game homestand and are 3-9 since starting the season 4-0. Washington did 

not get a hit with a runner on base, and three of its runs came on miscues by Colorado. Cleanup hitter Ryan Zimmerman 

went 0 for 5, grounding out to short with Harper on first base to end the game, and his average dropped to .122. 

 

"It wasn't good. We should have won some more games. But you know what? The effort is there," Nationals manager 

Dave Martinez said. 

 

Rockies starter Tyler Anderson was pulled with two outs in the fifth after allowing his sixth walk. Antonio Senzatela came 

on and his 2-1 pitch, an inside fastball to Zimmerman, got past catcher Chris Iannetta. Taylor scored on the passed ball 

and Trea Turner also scored after Iannetta's throw sailed over Senzatela's head for an error. 

 
Matt Wieters homered in the sixth to tie it for Washington. DJ LeMahieu put the Rockies ahead 5-4 in the eighth with a 

homer to right-center off Shawn Kelley, the second homer the right-hander has allowed in 5 2/3 innings this season. 

Kelley allowed a dozen long balls in 26 innings in 2017. 

 

Strasburg allowed four runs on four hits in six innings. 

 

"I think something's missing right now, and times like that you can sit there and let it keep going or grind," Strasburg said. 

"I think that's what we're trying to do and it's all we really can do. We're too good of a team to not be winning games." 

 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
 
Nationals: 2B Daniel Murphy (offseason knee surgery) was scheduled to report Monday to Washington's extended spring 

training in West Palm Beach, Florida, Martinez said. There is no timetable for his return to the lineup. The three-time All-

Star was in the clubhouse Sunday morning, wearing a knee brace. "I would think that he'd have to treat it like spring 

training and we'll see where he's at. The biggest thing, we got this far, is not to start pushing him," Martinez said. ... 3B 

Anthony Rendon, who fouled a ball off his left big toe on Friday, remained day to day. "It was pretty swollen, black and 

blue, so I would assume when you get hit like that, you're probably going to lose a nail," Martinez said. "It wasn't pretty." 

 
WINDS OF DECEPTION 
 
Harper blamed the wind for getting doubled off after a routine flyball to deep center by Howie Kendrick. 

 

"When you hear a ball that loud off the bat, you think it's definitely off the wall or even a homer," Harper said. "I was 

scoring and the wind knocked it down and I got doubled up." 

 
TRAILBLAZER ON THE MOUND 
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Congressman John Lewis, a Georgia Democrat and civil rights leader who helped direct the march over the Edmund 

Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, in 1965, threw out the ceremonial first pitch on Sunday, the day Major League Baseball 

honored Jackie Robinson for breaking the color barrier. He received a warm ovation from the sparse crowd. 

 

"John Lewis is John Lewis. The name speaks for itself," Martinez said. "He's just one of those people that, you know, 

people respect and admire." 

 

Sunday was also the Nationals' annual Black Heritage Day, and pregame ceremonies also included Lt. Gen. Leslie Smith, 

the inspector general of the U.S. Army, and members of the Mamie Johnson Little League and the Jackie Robinson 

Foundation and students from Howard University. 

 
NO-SHOWS 
 

Attendance was announced at 25,462, but there appeared to be less than half that number in the stands. The gametime 

temperature was 52 degrees with strong wind and intermittent rain. 

 
UP NEXT 
 
Rockies: Right-hander German Marquez (0-1, 4.97 ERA) starts the opener of a three-game series at Pittsburgh on 

Monday night against Pirates left-hander Steven Brault (2-0, 3.46). 
 
Nationals: Begin a three-game series at the New York Mets with right-hander Jeremy Hellickson making his Washington 

debut against Mets ace Jacob deGrom (2-0. 3.06). 
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Old School: Baylor Didn't Charge the Mound But He Delivered His Message 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / InsidetheSeams.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
The late Don Baylor was hit by a pitch more often than any player in Major League history who didn’t wear padding. And 

only twice out of the 267 times that Baylor was drilled did he charge the mound. Both times he was hit in the helmet. 

 

Once it was John Denny, a well-known headhunter. The other time it was Dennis Leonard, back in 1976 when Leonard 

and the Royals were about to end the five-year run of AL West division titles that belonged to the A’s, which was Baylor’s 

team in the summer of 1976. 

 

Baylor had another way to send his message to the opposition. 

 

“I’d go into second base and let the second baseman or shortstop, whoever was covering second, take the message back 

to the bench,” said Baylor. “I wasn’t helping my team if I got ejected. Besides, if I charged the mound the pitcher would get 

the last laugh because I’d get ejected.” 

 

Rest assured, no matter who was covering second base, Baylor was making sure the message was sent. 

 

Baylor did not play favorites. 

 

“I remember when I was traded from the Orioles to the A’s,” Baylor once said of the deal prior to the 1976 season. “Bobby 

Grich and I were the (Orioles) first- and second-round draft choices in the (1967) draft, and were roommates from rookie 

ball to the big leagues. He’s my son’s godfather. 

 

“The Orioles came to (Oakland) and I got hit by a pitch. I looked across the infield and Bobby’s looking at me, like, `You 

aren’t going to are you?’ I just nodded yes. He was on the other team.” 

 

But then Baylor was old school. 

 

Hal McRae became a coach with the Phillies in 1997, and one afternoon when the Rockies were in Philadelphia a 

mention was made of McRae.  Baylor explained that he had never met McRae. 

 

“But you guys were DHs in the American League at the same time,” he was told. “You were even in the same division for 

a number of years.” 

 

Baylor smiled. 
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“We were never on the same team,” he said. “Why would I have talked to him?” 

 

That was Baylor. 

 

Old School. 

 

Shortly after the Rockies traded Eric Young to the Dodgers, Young and the Dodgers came to Coors Field. A Denver writer 

made an issue out of the fact Baylor did not go over to the Dodger dugout and greet Young. 

 

“Why would I?” Baylor said. “We spoke when the deal was made. I’m not going to their dugout.” 

 

The incident was recently mentioned to Young. 

 

“I never expected him to,” said Young. “I knew Don. I respected him more than anybody could respect a man. I nodded at 

him (during that visit) and he smiled. That was a big statement in itself.” 

 

Baylor was once approached by a producer for the Giants telecast, and asked if he would tape a pregame interview. 

Baylor agreed. The producer said the camera was set up on the outfield side of the Giants dugout. 

 

“Sorry,” Baylor said. “I don’t go over there.” 

 

The producer assured Baylor it was early enough in the afternoon that it wouldn’t be a big deal. 

 

“I don’t even say hello to Dusty Baker when we are at the ballpark, and he’s one of my closest friends,” said Baylor. 

 

Nah, the only time Baylor was interacted with the opposition was when he wanted a middle infielder to take a message to 

the opposing pitcher after . 

 

DID YOU KNOW: 
 

--The defending world champion Astros have something to live up to in Houston. Every previous Houston professional 

franchise to win a championship repeated the next year – the AFL Oilers (1960-61), WHA Aeros (1974-75), NBA Rockets 

(1994-95), WNBA Comets(1997-2000), and MLS Dynamos (2006-07). 

 

-- There hasn’t been a team win back-to-back World Series in the 21st Century. Only once in this century did a defending 

world champion even get back to the World Series. The 2008 Phillies beat Tampa Bay for the world championship, but 

lost the World Series to the Yankees in 2009. 
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--What kind of day was it for the Braves on Saturday? The Braves had a 10-2 lead after four innings at Wrigley Field, and 

were leading the Cubs 10-5 going into the bottom of the eighth. The Braves bullpen gave up nine runs in the bottom of the 

eighth, the Cubs rallying for a 14-10 win. The Atlanta bullpen went into that eighth inning with a season ERA of 1.63. Nine 

runs, eight earned, and three outs later the bullpen ERA now stands at 2.88. 

 

--So much for throwing strikes. Dodgers pitcher Alex Wood has worked 17 2/3 innings in three starts, and has not walked 

a batter. He’s 0-2 in those three starts with a 5.09 ERA. There are only two other pitchers who have not issued a walk in a 

start this year and their fate hasn’t been any better. Andrew Suarez of the Giants did not walk a batter in 5 1/3 innings of 

his only start, but gave up four earned runs, and Parker Birdwell made one start for the Angels and allowed six earned 

runs in 1 2/3 innings. 
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Rockies Capitalize on Weekend Visit to Washington, D.C. 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / InsidetheSeams.com | Apr. 16, 2018 
 
 
The Rockies have struggled on the road since their inception as part of NL expansion in 1993.  

 

Don't tell the Washington Nationals. 

 

The Rockies have had a winning road record only once in their first 25 years of existence -- 41-40 in both 2009 and 2017 

 

Don't tell the Nationals. 

 

The Rockies are coming off a weekend visit to Washington, D.C., in which they won three out of four from the Nationals, 

and on Sunday they pulled out a 7-6 victory on a ninth-inning home run by Ian Desmond. 

 

Same Ian Desmond, who is still a favorite at Nationals Park with a fan base that remembers him wearing a Nationals 

uniform his first seven big-league seasons. 

 

Also the same Ian Desmond who went to the plate in the ninth inning against reliever Sean Dolittle in a 2-for-38 slump in 

which he had 14 strikeouts. 

 

"After my (previous) at-bat, I went to the outfield feeling like things were coming back," said Desmond. "When the rain 

comes, the sun always comes after. I felt like good things were coming. And what a perfect moment for it to come back. 

Hopefully I can move on from that last swing." 

 

But then there is something about Nationals Park that brings out the best in the Rockies. The only winning record in a 

current NL ballpark is at Nationals Park. 

 

And to think, the Nationals had Stephen Strasburg on the mound to start the game. Strasburg does have the third best 

career winning percentage among active pitchers with at least 100 starts, and is 42-23 lifetime at Nationals Park in 101 

career starts. 

 

Strasburg, however, and the Rockies don't mix. The Rockies are now 5-4 in games Strasburg has started against them. 

And his 4.19 career ERA against the Rockies is his second highest against an NL team, behind only a 5.30 ERA against 

the Brewers. 
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The Rockies did flex their muscles. Not only did Desmond hit his home run in the ninth, but DJ LeMahieu and Charlie 

Blackmon both homered. LeMahieu gave the Rockies a brief, 5-4 lead in the top of the eighth when he connected against 

Shawn Kelly. Blackmon tied the game at 1-1 in the fourth off Strasburg. 

 

It was the 11th time the Rockies have hit three or more home runs in a game against the Nationals since they moved from 

Montreal to Washington, D.C., in 2006, and the sixth time the Rockies had three or more in a game at Nationals Park. 

 

The most bizarre thing was Rockies pitchers walked 10 batters and the Rockies still won the game. The Rockies have 

walked 10 or more batters in a game 42 times, but have won only six of those games. The club record is 12 walks in a 

game, but that has not happened since 1999. 

 

It is early, but the Rockies are 7-4 on the road, having won three of four from the Nationals after opening the season 

winning one of three at Arizona and winning and taking three of four at San Diego as well as in Washington, D.C. Big 

deal? Well, since 2007, the Rockies have advanced to the post-season three times, but they still have the worst 

composite road record in baseball since the start of the 2007 season. 
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Desi dunks his old club, Rox steal series in Washington 
 
Drew Creasman / BSN Denver | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
Ian Desmond was 1-for-14 in the series and 0-for-3 in the game when he strode to the plate against his former club in the 

ninth. He’s struggled to put up consistent offensive result since joining the Colorado Rockies but with a chance to play 

hero on a cold and rainy Sunday afternoon in the nation’s capital, he came through with a mammoth go-ahead solo home 

run over the wall in center. 

 

In a back-and-forth affair that included many key mistakes and a lack of sharpness on the pitching side, the Rockies 

snuck out a 6-5 win, and a 3-1 series win, over the Washington Nationals. 

 

While Stephen Strasburg dominated early, Tyler Anderson flirted with—but avoided—disaster through the first four 

innings. He did surrender a first-inning solo blast to Bryce Harper on a cutter that was fairly well located but demolished by 

the phenom nonetheless. 

 

Charlie Blackmon broke up the no-hitter and the shutout, the second time this series a Rockie has done that, with a solo 

home run off Strasburg in the fourth. 

 

But it was Anderson’s wildness, perhaps aiming to be too fine, that would lead to Anderson’s downfall. He issued six, 

count ’em six, free passes. He managed to use an almost matching six strikeouts and an especially well-timed double 

play to keep the Rockies in the contest but a trio of walks handcuffed Antonio Senztela into a tough situation in the fifth. 

 

With the bases loaded but two outs, Senza missed up and in with the fastball and catcher Chris Iannetta whiffed on it, 

allowing one run to score, and then overthrew to home, allowing a second. 

 

Colorado would get those right back, though, and take a short-lived lead. 

 

An infield hit from pinch-hitting Mike Tauchman and a walk by DJ LeMahieu set the stage for Blackmon to once again tie 

the game, which is exactly what he did. Despite breaking his bat, Blackmon was able to pull a double just past the diving 

first baseman to score both runner and knot it up at three runs apiece. 

 

Carlos Gonzalez followed up with a hard opposite field single to beat the shift, scoring Blackmon and giving the Rockies a 

4-3 lead. 

 

That lead lasted exactly two batters when Matt Wieters struck again, hammering his second home run of the season and 

series to tie the game again. 
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Bryan Shaw wasn’t done with his troubles either as Michael Taylor doubled and both Matt Adams and Trea Turner walked 

to load the bases for the second straight inning. Bud Black went to Jake McGee who escaped another jam by getting 

Wilmer Difo to ground out to short. 

 

DJ LeMahieu’s early-season-power-surge continued and gave the Rockies the lead back in the eighth. He hit a screaming 

line drive over the right-center field fence for his fifth home run of the season. 

 

LeMahieu didn’t reach five homers last season until August 26. 

 

Blackmon and LeMahieu have combined for 11 home runs this season. All out on the road. 

 

But another passed ball would cost the Rockies another run in the bottom half after Michael Turner doubled and stole third 

base against Adam Ottavino. It was the first run Ottavino has allowed this season. 

 

Wade Davis walked a batter but otherwise worked a clean bottom of the ninth to earn his seventh save of the season. 

 

Rockies pitching walked 10 batters and uncorked a pair of wild pitches that led to three runs. A throwing error cost 

another. On a sloppy, rainy day, the Rockies needed their offense, sans Nolan Arenado, to win them the game and the 

series. 

 

And they did. 

 

FINAL STATS: 
Tyler Anderson: 4.2 IP, 2 H, 3 R, 1 ER (4.74), 6 BB, 6 K 

Antonio Senzatela: 0.1 IP 

Bryan Shaw: 0.2 IP, 2 H, 1 ER (3.86) HR 

Adam Ottavino: 1 H, 1 ER, 0 BB, 2 K 

 

Charlie Blackmon: 2-for-4, 2 R, 3 RBI, HR (6) 

DJ LeMahieu: 1-for-3, 2 R, 1 RBI, 1 BB, HR (5) 

Carlos Gonzalez: 1-for-4, RBI 

 
WHAT’S NEXT: 
The Rockies are off to Pittsburg to face off with the Pirates in a three-game set. German Marquez will take the ball in 

Game 1 against Steven Brault. First pitch at 5:05 Mountain Time. 
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Colorado Rockies prospect Tyler Nevin has three hits in JetHawks win 
Prospect news and game results from the Rockies minor league affiliates from Saturday, April 15, 2018 

 
Samantha Bradfield / PurpleRow.com | Apr. 16, 2018 
 
 
Rico Garcia earned his second win of the season after throwing a career-high seven scoreless innings against the Lake 

Elsinore Storm as the Lancaster JetHawks cruised to a 7-0 victory. The 2016 30th round draft pick out of Honolulu also 

allowed five hits and two walks while striking out a career-high seven batters. Other notable performances came from 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP), who went 3-for-5; Forrest Wall (no. 16 PuRP) who went 2-for-4 with a triple; and Willie Abreu 

(no. 26 PuRP), who went 2-for-5 with 2 RBI. 

 

While both Hartford and Asheville had their games postponed for the day, the Albuquerque Isotopes had another down 

day. The team combined for five hits and eleven strikeouts, but Noel Cuevas (HM PuRP) went 2-for-3 with a home run, a 

walk, and a strikeout. Jordan Patterson (no.14 PuRP) also had a hit, a run, and two strikeouts. 

 

 

★ ★ ★ 

Triple-A: Salt Lake Bees 7, Albuquerque Isotopes 2 

Raimel Tapia: 0-for-4, 2 K 

Tom Murphy (no. 11 PuRP): 0-for-4, 2 K 

Jordan Patterson (no. 14 PuRP): 1-for-4, R, 2 K 

Noel Cuevas (HM PuRP): 2-for-3, R, HR, RBI, BB, K 

David Holmberg: 4.0 IP, 5 H, 6 ER, BB, 3 K 

★ ★ ★ 

Double-A: Hartford Yard Goats @ New Hampshire Fisher Cats - POSTPONED 

★ ★ ★ 

High-A: Lancaster JetHawks 7, Lake Elsinore Storm 0 

Colton Welker (no. 5 PuRP): 1-for-4, 2B, BB, 2 K 

Tyler Nevin (no. 12 PuRP): 3-for-5 

Forrest Wall (no. 16 PuRP): 2-for-4, R, 3B, RBI 

Willie Abreu (no. 26 PuRP): 2-for-5, R, 2 RBI 

Vince Fernandez (no. 28 PuRP): 0-for-5, 3 K 

Rico Garcia: 7.0 IP, 5 H, 0 R, 2 BB, 7 K 

★ ★ ★ 

Low-A: Asheville Tourists vs. Columbia Fireflies - CANCELLED 

★ ★ ★ 

April 16 Probables 
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Triple-A Albuquerque: Matt Flemer vs. Salt Lake, 11:05 a.m. MT 

Double-A Hartford: Parker French @ Portland, 4:00 p.m. MT 

High-A Lancaster: Matt Dennis vs. Rancho Cucamonga, 7:35 p.m. MT 

Low-A Asheville: Antonio Santos vs. Rome, 5:05 p.m. MT 
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Colorado Rockies morning after: How are they winning right now? 
 
Aaron Hurt / RoxPile.com | Apr. 16, 2018 
 
 
If you are anything like me, you haven’t been thrilled by the play of the Colorado Rockies to start the season. In most 

major statistical categories, the Rockies are in the bottom half of the league. Yet somehow, this team has managed to get 

to a game over .500. 

 

With their best player now serving a five-game suspension, the second-best player missing four games due to injury and 

the top two pitchers going 1-4 and struggling to get past the fifth inning, it’s been ugly. Throw in leading the National 

League in strikeouts, four of the everyday starters hitting under .250 (including two who are under the Mendoza Line) and 

the bench having a combined total of eight hits, the negatives keep adding up. 

 

Yet, as bad as the Rockies have played, it’s an amazing feat that they are 9-8. Sunday’s 6-5 win over the Nationals is a 

prime example of a game that the Rockies did everything they could to lose but some how ended up on the winning end. 

This begs the question, how are they winning? 

 

Wouldn’t you believe it but the Rockies’ bullpen has lived up to its lofty expectations (even with the two blown leads in 

Sunday’s game). Wade Davis is tied for the Major League lead with seven saves and his only blown save ended up in a 

walk-off win for the Rockies. This has helped the Rockies go 4-2 in one-run games. 

 

Adam Ottavino has been untouchable. Even though he gave up his first run of the year Sunday and lost the lead in the 

process, he ended up as the winning pitcher, pushing his record to 3-0. To go along with the perfect record, his ERA is a 

minscule 0.93 and he has struck out 20 in 9.2 innings. 

 

The defense has limited mistakes. In the first 17 games of the year, the defense has committed just five errors, which is 

tied for the second-fewest in the National League. 

 

The elder statesmen on the starting rotation has been lights out. The performance of Chad Bettis has gone mostly under 

the radar considering he hasn’t gone deep into games and the struggles of ace Jon Gray and Germain Marquez have 

overshadowed him. However, it’s time to give him a ton of credit. In first three appearances, he is 2-0 with a 2.04 ERA in 

17.2 innings. 

 

The long ball has been saving the day. Even though the Rockies have been horrific hitting with runners in scoring position, 

home runs have kept them in ball games. The 11 combined home runs by Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu put them 

both in the top five in Major League Baseball in that category and it also puts the Rockies as a team in the top five. 

 

NEXT: The numbers that are haunting Jon Gray right now 
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For as bad as they have played, the Rockies have scratched out a winning record through the first 17 games of the 

season. Imagine what this team could be like if a couple of the everyday starters begin to figure things out. This 2018 club 

could be dangerous. 
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Rockies need more punch from their 1-2 combination atop the rotation 
 
Casey Light / MileHighSports.com | Apr. 15, 2018 
 
 
I will preface this column by saying that Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson are both talented pitchers and even better men. My 

interactions with both, although limited, have always been quite positive. Even following losses, each pitcher is respectful 

and honest with the media. One might even describe them as contemplative in defeat. Perhaps those attitudes are part of 

the problem. 

 

The Colorado Rockies are 9-8 after a dramatic 6-5 victory over the Nationals in Washington this weekend. Colorado took 

the series 3-1 to push their record back over .500, good enough for second place in the National League West. With just 

over 10 percent of their games played, Colorado is a half-game back of a Wild Card spot (if those things matter with 90 

percent of the season remaining). Of Colorado’s nine victories, the top two pitchers in the rotation — Gray and Anderson 

— account for just one. While the season is still young, the Rockies will need more punch from the 1-2 combination atop 

their rotation if they are going to remain in contention when the numbers are flipped and only 10 percent of the season 

remains. 

 

This weekend’s four-game series with Washington provides a perfect case study for what the Rockies can expect if they 

are truly contenders in September, specifically the games started by Gray and Anderson. 

 

The powers in the National League all boast a knockout 1-2 punch atop the rotation. 

 

Los Angeles has Clayton Kershaw and Alex Wood. Arizona has Zack Greinke and Robbie Ray. The Mets have Noah 

Syndergaard and Jacob deGrom. Even San Francisco is dangerous when Madison Bumgarner and Johnny Cueto are 

both healthy. And then there is Washington, with possibly the best 1-2 combo in the National League, Max Scherzer and 

Stephen Strasburg. Those are the arms Colorado will have to beat — potentially multiple times in a seven-game series in 

the playoffs, or perhaps in a weekend series to clinch. 

 

Rockies fans don’t need much of a reminder how dominant that last duo can be. Scherzer on Saturday sat down 20 

consecutive Rockies after allowing a two-run home run to Charlie Blackmon in the first inning (the only hit Scherzer 

allowed, in fact). He struck out 11 and walked just one. On Sunday Strasburg was nearly as dominant for the first five 

innings he pitched. A Blackmon solo home run was the only hit he allowed until the Rockies scrapped together three more 

runs in the sixth. His day ended with five strikeouts to one walk. 

 

Scherzer won the Cy Young Award in 2017 and showed no signs of relinquishing that crown based on his performance 

against Colorado — the Nats’ only win in the series. Strasburg, meanwhile, did not earn his third win of the 2018 season 

to match Scherzer, but he also did not factor into the decision. The outing was a small sample of why Strasburg finished 

third in Cy Young voting behind Scherzer and Kershaw last year. 
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Neither Gray nor Anderson pitched particularly poorly against Washington. However, neither pitched particularly well, 

either. Anderson earned a no-decision, like Strasburg. Gray matched Scherzer nearly pitch for pitch through five innings. 

He even had a 2-1 lead entering the sixth. But, alas, Gray had a troublesome inning and took his third loss of the season 

to fall to 1-3. He struck out six and walked only one, but allowed eight hits over his 5.2 innings. 

 

Together, they struck out 12 Nationals hitters. They also walked seven, with six of those coming from Anderson. They 

also combined for just 10.1 innings pitched. 

 

Colorado split those two games, 1-1, thanks to a stronger bullpen effort than the Nats could muster on Sunday. However, 

it will put great strain on that bullpen if Gray and Anderson don’t start eating more innings (and the offense, which ranked 

27th in baseball in batting average entering play Sunday, doesn’t start putting up some more consistent runs). 

 

Through the first 17 games, Colorado’s big-money bullpen has paid dividends. The Rockies’ average margin of victory this 

season is 2.0 runs. They have just one win by a margin of greater than three runs (5-1 over Washington on Thursday). 

Reliever Adam Ottavino leads the team with a 3-0 record. The bullpen on the whole accounts for six of Colorado’s nine 

wins. 

 

That’s mission accomplished so far for General Manager Jeff Bridich, but Manager Bud Black has been pressing the 

bullpen button with great frequency. That proved a challenge in 2017 when Greg Holland faded down the stretch, possibly 

because of overuse. Could the same be coming for Wade Davis, who is presently tied for the NL lead in saves and ranks 

second among closers in appearances? Bryan Shaw in the Washington series began showing signs that he can’t pitch in 

practically every game (despite his reputation) and still remain effective. Ottavino wasn’t going to stay perfect all season, 

as Sunday proved. 

 

It all traces back to Gray and Anderson needing to do more. 

 

Gray is 1-3 to start the year. His ERA is 6.23 and he is averaging just 5.1 innings per start. Anderson has yet to register a 

decision. Although his ERA is 4.74, Anderson is averaging just 4.2 innings per start. Colorado is 3-5 in their combined 

eight starts. 

 

It’s hard to believe that Gray and Anderson are ready to take the leap necessary in 2018 to become the imposing, 

intimidating duo atop the rotation that Scherzer and Strasburg are. 

 

Scherzer after making the mistake to Blackmon went on lockdown. Gray seemed at times like he was holding on for dear 

life. He finally let slip, as he has done too often in big games. His lone dominant start this season came in San Diego, one 

of the most pitcher-friendly parks in baseball, against what is expected to be one of the worst teams when the season is 

done. 
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Strasburg sailed through five innings before running into trouble in the sixth. Despite his four earned runs allowed, he 

surrendered just four hits and one walk while striking out five. Anderson, who allowed just one earned run (because the 

other two runs on his ledger scored on an Antonio Senzatela wild pitch and Chris Iannetta error), danced around six walks 

before exiting the game in the fifth. Had Anderson not walked the bases loaded, Senzatela wouldn’t have even been in 

the game. 

 

Gray and Anderson are both dangerous pitchers. On any given day either one can handcuff a team and put the Rockies in 

a position to win. But pitchers like Scherzer and Strasburg don’t just deliver performances like that “on any given day.” 

They post them practically every day they take the ball. 

 

Kershaw and Wood, Greinke and Ray, and Bumgarner and Cueto make the National League one of the best divisions in 

baseball for 1-2 combinations. Survive the division and the Mets and Nationals could be waiting in the playoffs with 

Syndergaard and deGrom, Scherzer and Strasburg. 

 

Any one of those pitchers mentioned above has demonstrated a killer instinct — the willingness to come out swinging to 

win a big game. Gray and Anderson have not yet developed it. They are a talented 1-2 punch, but they’re still far from 

being a knockout combination as this weekend demonstrated. 


