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White Sox nicknames for Players' Weekend 
MLB.com / August 9, 2018 
 
For the second consecutive year, Major Leaguers will put their personalities and passions on the field 
when Players' Weekend takes center stage during all games from Friday, Aug. 24, through Sunday, Aug. 
26. 
 
Here are the nicknames big leaguers will wear on their backs while sporting colorful, non-traditional 
uniforms featuring alternate designs inspired by youth-league uniforms: 
 
Jose Abreu: "MAL TIEMPO" 
Tim Anderson: "TA7" 
Luis Avilan: "AVI" 
Xavier Cedeno: "X" 
Dylan Covey: "COVE" 
Tyler Danish: "DANISH" 
Matt Davidson: "MATTY D" 
Nicky Delmonico: "PUP" 
Adam Engel: "MAN OF STEAL" 
Danny Farquhar: "D-FARK" 
Jace Fry: "FOO" 
Avisail Garcia: "AVI" 
Leury Garcia: "LEO" 
Lucas Giolito: "BIG FOOT" 
Jeanmar Gomez: "JANKO" 
Miguel Gonzalez: "EL MARIACHI" 
Nate Jones: "NATE'S NATION" 
Ryan LaMarre: "LaMARRE" 
Reynaldo Lopez: "REY" 
Juan Minaya: "JUANITO" 
Yoan Moncada: "YOYO" 
Omar Narvaez: "NARVY" 



Daniel Palka: "DP" 
Carlos Rodon: "LOS" 
Yolmer Sanchez: "EL DE PIÑONAL" 
Hector Santiago: "BULLDOG" 
James Shields: "JUEGO G" 
Kevan Smith: "WEBBY" 
Thyago Vieira: "NÉGS" 

 
In My Words: Thyago Vieira 
By Thyago Vieira / MLB.com / August 9, 2018 
 
I am proud to be only the fifth player from Brazil to play in the big leagues. To say the odds were against 
me ever getting here would be an understatement. 
 
You may have heard, but people love soccer in Brazil. Baseball is not big there. It's probably near the 
bottom among sports people play or follow. You see people on the streets wearing Yankees and Red Sox 
hats and shirts, but they don't really know what those names are all about. 
 
I started to play when I was 9 years old. My aunt had a friend who was married to a Japanese man who 
knew all about baseball and invited me once to play. I didn't know anything about baseball. The first time I 
played, I went to the field with shorts and a short-sleeve shirt because I didn't know what to wear. 
 
It was love at first sight. I started understanding the game the more that I got more involved, and I liked it 
more than soccer. But in 2005, when I was 12, they stopped playing baseball in the town where I was 
living, Tatui, which is about two hours from Sao Paolo. I had to start playing soccer instead. Soccer, 
though, wasn't my passion. I kept asking my friends if they knew of somebody who had a place where I 
could play baseball, but I couldn't find anyone to give me the opportunity. 
 
I went two years without playing baseball. Finally, I met a man in Sao Paolo who invited me to play in his 
baseball school. I used to go there on weekends to practice. Between taking buses and trains, it was like 
a seven-hour commute. But it was worth it, because I got to play. 
 
People used to make fun of me. They would say, "You always have a glove on your hand." But baseball 
was the sport I loved, so I didn't pay attention to what people were saying. 
 
In Brazil, when you are 17 or 18, you start looking for a job. I went to a grocery market to submit my 
resume, but it was too far away. Instead, I focused on baseball to try to get better. I didn't even start to 
pitch until I was 17. Previously, I played third base. 
 
I was a pretty good pitcher, and the people from the academy sent out videos of me to the scouts. The 
scout who oversaw South America for Seattle saw my video and signed me to a contract. 
 
After I signed, I played in Venezuela for two years. I saw some Major League games on TV. I thought, 
"Man, that's really far away to reach that goal." But once I came to the United States, I knew it was 
possible. 
 
I made my big-league debut last year with Seattle, and now I am with the White Sox. This organization 
has given me the opportunity to keep improving, to keep moving forward. 
 
On Aug. 4 in Tampa, I recorded my first career save. It was a big moment. It was a payoff for all the work, 
all the things I had to do during my career to get to that point. There were a lot of people who didn't 
believe in me. There were people who I said I couldn't make it, but I made it. That moment there, having 
the ball in a save situation for a team, that was my chance to prove I could do it. That was why I 
celebrated the way I did, by beating my chest like King Kong. My teammates made fun of me, but I didn't 
have that planned out. I was just so happy in that moment. 
 



This whole thing -- someone from Brazil playing in the big leagues -- is like a dream. It feels like I'm 
dreaming all the time. God gives you a plan. You don't know how it will go, but you follow the plan. 
Honestly, I don't know how else to explain it -- it's just God's plan. 

 
Jose Abreu is red hot after working his way out of a prolonged slump 
By Phil Rogers / Chicago Tribune / August 9, 2018 
 
ou don’t use much ink (or space in cyberspace) listing the hitters who have delivered at least 25 home 
runs and 100 RBIs in each of their first four seasons in the major leagues. 
 
There are three of them: Joe DiMaggio, Albert Pujols and Jose Abreu. 
 
The DiMaggio streak of 25/100 went six years, and Pujols’ lasted an astonishing 10 years. Abreu seemed 
unlikely to keep his alive not that long ago but has been one of baseball’s most productive hitters since 
the All-Star break. He’s suddenly well on his way to moving within one season of DiMaggio, as the 
Indians will see for themselves this weekend at Guaranteed Rate Field. 
 
Abreu endured arguably the longest slump of his career just before the All-Star break. He had gone 17-
for-108 with only two home runs over 28 games, which prompted him to apologize to his teammates 
when he was elected to the American League All-Star team. By his standards, he was letting down his 
team. 
 
But Abreu never stopped working, never abandoned his consistent approach in favor of swinging for the 
fences. 
 
“He was working on trying to stay strong in the middle (or hit) to the other way of the diamond,’’ White Sox 
manager Rick Renteria said. “He didn’t deviate from that. He knew at some point he would find his 
rhythm, his stroke, his timing. He stayed with it, he didn’t get frustrated, didn’t panic. Worked through it 
and now you can see he has a sense of his timing.’’ 
 
Abreu drove in all three runs in the White Sox’s 13-inning loss to the Yankees on Tuesday night, including 
two with a game-tying homer in the 10th inning. He was 2-for-3 with a run-scoring double on Wednesday 
night, and is red hot. Since the All-Star break, he is hitting .347 with seven home runs and a 1.144 OPS. 
 
“I feel completely different to what I was feeling probably a month, month and a half ago,’’ Abreu said. “I 
worked hard to try to overcome that rough moment that I was passing through. I have the support of a lot 
of people around me and that’s important. I learned a lot during that moment.’’ 
 
Something clicked for Abreu — most likely an adjustment in how he held his hands — when the White 
Sox visited Anaheim for the second series after the All-Star break. 
 
Abreu homered off the Angels’ Jose Barria on July 23, then delivered a two-home-run game against the 
Angels’ Nick Tropeano and Blake Parker three days later, in the last of four games there. He’s hitting .381 
with seven homers and 15 RBIs in his last 16 games. 
 
While Abreu’s .817 OPS is the lowest of his career (but only barely), he’s raised his season totals to .269, 
20 homers and 67 RBIs. He’s on a pace for 28 home runs and 95 RBIs, although the recent trend seems 
to suggest he can easily exceed those numbers. 
 
“I proved to myself right now that I’m able to overcome those situations and now I’m just happy and I’m 
just trying to enjoy this moment,’’ Abreu said. “But at the same time I’m trying to keep moving forward. I 
want to finish the season strong.’’ 

 
A White Sox rebuild question: Will Yoan Moncada ever learn how to learn at this level? 
By Steve Rosenbloom / Chicago Tribune / August 9, 2018 
 



Amid a wave of criticism for continuing to play the deeply disappointing Yoan Moncada, White Sox 
manager Rick Renteria showed confidence in his young second baseman by batting him leadoff and 
saying he doesn’t look like he needs a rest. 
 
And Moncada promptly responded by following a four-strikeout game Tuesday that raised his dubious 
league lead to 161 with a game in which he struck out only twice. 
 
Hey, everybody! Progress! 
 
There’s nothing wrong with playing Moncada at this level in a season the Sox gave away last year. 
There’s everything wrong with his lack of improvement. 
 
That’s the only thing this season has been about: Individual improvement of players expected to be here 
if the Sox ever contend again. We hear about improvement all over the Sox farm system. We hear about 
it with pitchers Michael Kopech and Dylan Cease and outfielder Eloy Jimenez. Man, do we hear it about 
Jimenez. 
 
But rarely do we hear it about Moncada. At the major-league level, where they play the best baseball, 
Moncada, the position-player jewel of the Chris Sale trade, has proved unreliable and sometimes sleepy 
in the field while showing almost no consistency at the plate. 
 
Not to pick on the kid, but look, Moncada was the first hood ornament of hope the Sox brought to the 
majors as part of their rebuild. Fair or not, the organization put that label on Moncada. The care and 
feeding of a top-rated prospect, then, is on the organization. The prospect also must show he's worth it. 
 
We knew progress wouldn’t be linear, and it hasn’t been. But progress has been hard to find when a guy 
shows improvement one month and goes bad for two. Hope is hard to grasp when a leadoff man gets 
some rest during the All-Star break and comes out of it with a .250 on-base percentage. 
 
Young players regularly display inconsistency. Whatever Moncada calls “that feeling’’ has been elusive. 
He apparently hasn’t learned how to be aggressive regularly and how to stack good at-bats. That’s just to 
get started, because remember, if he ever lives up to the hype, teams will adjust, and then he’ll have to 
learn how to deal with that. 
 
Will Moncada ever learn how to learn at the major-league level? That’s his job. 
 
Can the Sox teach him? That’s their job. 
 
Moncada and the franchise have about seven weeks to show they understand that an important part of 
the foundation of the rebuild depends on it. 
 
Sox center fielder Adam Engel made spectacular leaping catches above the fence to rob the Yankees of 
homers Monday and Tuesday, but if he was going to do it again Wednesday on Giancarlo Stanton’s 
grand slam, Engel would’ve needed to be bartender in the Craft Kave. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon was optimistic after a simulated game in which Yu Darvish threw 33 pitches, 
or pretty much Jose Quintana’s second inning. 
 
Quintana with control problems against the miserable and embarrassing Royals followed by Tyler 
Chatwood. Why do the Cubs hate us? 
 
Yeah, Cubs fans, Joe West calls balls and strikes as if nobody bought his country music CD, but Royals 
starter Heath Fillmyer didn’t seem to have trouble getting outs. 
 
Maybe it’s just me, but getting shut out by the dreadful Royals is not the best way to begin a stretch 
against the Nationals, Brewers and Pirates, all of whom are over .500. 



 
Said Anthony Rizzo: “It’s a matter of staying focused, playing one game at a time and staying in that 
moment.” 
 
Who knows if this offense and starting staff can show any stinkin’ consistency at the same time after 
losing three of seven to the dog-breath Padres and Royals, but Rizzo has made sure nobody in the bigs 
can match the Cubs’ cliche game. 
 
It appears the NHL hacked the NBA offices because the Christmas Day basketball schedule features 
some Eastern Conference games. 
 
Email from Rob S.: “Riddle me this Bearsman: Can a GM with a 14-34 record who’s now had 4 top 10 
picks (2 as yet unproven, and 1 bust) REALLY afford to blow up his 4th top 10 pick with a contract 
stalemate? And be the ONLY nfl GM that can’t get his pick signed in the process???’’ 
 
Regarding Bears titular GM Ryan Pace, as Otter told Boon while Bluto was screaming about the 
Germans bombing Pearl Harbor in “Animal House,’’ forget it, he's rolling. 
 
What’s up, Matt Stairs? 

 
Jose Abreu, the consummate pro, presses forward with White Sox 
By Vinnie Duber / NBC Sports Chicago / August 9, 2018 
 
Jose Abreu remains completely invested in yet another losing season — his fifth in a row — with the 
White Sox. It hasn’t altered Abreu’s hardworking approach to his job nor his desire to stay with the 
organization. 
 
After the Sox were swept in a three-game series at home by the Yankees on Wednesday, Abreu stood up 
in his corner of the Sox’ clubhouse and reminded everyone to stay the course. 
 
“What matters the most is we are moving forward in this process of teaching and developing the guys,” he 
said. “We are on the right path.” 
 
His slump safely behind him, Abreu is back to being the hitter he has been since the Sox signed him to a 
six-year, $68 million contract before the 2014 season. Abreu has hit safely in 15 of his last 17 games, 
batting .373 with seven home runs, six doubles and 15 RBI during that stretch. 
 
An adjustment with his hands, keeping them freer and closer to his body, has helped. 
 
 “I feel completely different than how I was feeling probably for a month or month and a half,” he said. “I 
worked hard through a rough moment and had a lot of support from people around me, and that’s 
important. I learned a lot. 
 
“I proved to myself that I’m able to overcome those situations, and now I’m just trying to enjoy this 
moment. At the same time, I’m trying to keep moving forward. I want to finish the season strong.’’ 
 
Abreu’s contract expires after 2019, and he’ll be 33 in 2020 and considerably older than the young 
players coming through the farm system — ranked third by MLB Pipeline and fourth by Baseball America 
— who are being counted on to lead the Sox to better days. Because of Abreu’s age, management would 
have to bank on more of the same production from a player in his mid-30s if it gives him an extension. 
 
Manager Rick Renteria, for one, said Abreu is a player he would bank on. 
 
“Only because I know the way he prepares and how he takes care of himself,’’ Renteria said. “He takes 
care of himself very, very well. He has a meticulous routine and understands when he’s going well, when 
he’s going badly. He knows what he needs to do to try to put himself on good footing. 



 
“He’s also a guy that simply by example is able to do a lot for our players.’’ 
 
Not to mention produce in a lineup that doesn’t surround him with much protection. 
 
“He’s doing what he’s doing in spite of that,’’ Renteria said. 
 
Abreu’s leadership value has been noted and appreciated everywhere, including by Sox management as 
high up as chairman Jerry Reinsdorf. That doesn’t mean Abreu won’t be the subject of trade rumors this 
offseason as the Sox press forward with their rebuild. 
 
In the meantime, Abreu (.269/.330/.487, 20 homers, 33 doubles, 67 RBI) will keep doing what he does, 
which is lead by example and with his bat as the 41-73 Sox play out their last 48 games. In Abreu’s first 
four seasons, the Sox were 73-89, 76-86, 78-84 and 67-95. This team is on pace to finish 58-104. 
 
“It’s just a matter of keep grinding, keep learning and to keep moving forward, pushing the new guys to try 
to do their best,’’ Abreu said. “We have a lot of talent, and I think it’s going to be exciting to see this team 
play in the future.”future.” 
 
White Sox’ all-time home-run leaderboard: 
 
Frank Thomas – 448 
Paul Konerko – 432 
Harold Baines – 221 
Carlton Fisk – 214 
Magglio Ordonez – 187 
Robin Ventura – 171 
Jermaine Dye – 164 
Bill Melton – 154 
Carlos Lee – 152 
Jose Abreu – 144 

 
Scouting report: Cleveland Indians at White Sox 
By Scot Gregor / Daily Herald / August 9, 2018 
 
 
NBC Sports Chicago Friday and Saturday; WGN Sunday 
 
Radio 
WGN 720-AM 
 
Pitching matchups 
The Sox's Carlos Rodon (3-3) vs. Shane Bieber (6-2) Friday at 7:10 p.m.; James Shields (4-13) vs. 
Trevor Bauer (11-6) Saturday at 6:10 p.m.; Dylan Covey (4-8) vs. Carlos Carrasco (13-6) Sunday at 1:10 
p.m. 
 
At a glance 
 
After dropping three in a row vs. the Yankees to open their homestand, the White Sox face another tough 
opponent. The Indians are running away in the AL Central and should easily finish first in the division for 
the third straight year. Heading into Thursday, Cleveland was third in the American League with 577 runs 
scored and fifth with a 3.85 ERA. The Sox were 12th in the league with 462 runs scored and 14th with a 
4.96 ERA. The White Sox are 2-8 vs. the Indians this season (2-2 at home). Rodon is 2-0 with a 1.56 
ERA over his last 5 starts. Before Saturday's game, the Sox will honor new MLB Hall of Famer Jim 
Thome. Mark Buehrle is among Thome's former teammates scheduled to attend the on-field ceremony. 

 



White Sox slugger Abreu a model of consistency 
By Scot Gregor/ Daily Herald / August 9, 2018 
 
Bats in hand, Jose Abreu and Yoan Moncada walked into the Chicago White Sox's clubhouse before 
Wednesday night's game against the New York Yankees. 
 
Returning from the indoor batting cage at Guaranteed Rate Field, Abreu worked on maintaining one of 
the most consistent swings in the major leagues. 
 
Moncada worked on finding his swing. 
 
The Sox's strikeout prone second baseman couldn't ask for a better hitting partner than Abreu, who on 
Tuesday night became the 18th player in major-league history to hit 20 or more home runs in each of his 
first five seasons. 
 
"Having the opportunity to work with him every day is something really special," Moncada said through a 
translator. "He likes to work and you are always learning from him, the things that he does, how he 
handles himself. I always thank him for allowing me to be close to him." 
 
Nearing the end of his fifth season with the White Sox, the 31-year-old Abreu is arguably having his best 
year. 
 
With little protection in the lineup, Abreu leads the Sox in nearly every hitting category, including average 
(.269), home runs (20), RBI (67) and on-base percentage (.330). 
 
"He's a guy that we all love," manager Rick Renteria said. "We know his routine, we know how he goes 
about preparing every single day. We know that he wants to play every day. I wasn't here when he first 
arrived in Chicago. I just happen to be the beneficiary of him being here now." 
 
A .301 hitter over his first four seasons with the White Sox, Abreu's average is down this year. 
 
An extended slump -- the first baseman batted .212 in June and .233 in July -- dragged the average 
down, but Abreu pulled out of it and is hitting .387 in August. 
 
"I feel completely different from what I was feeling probably a month or a month and a half ago," Abreu 
said through a translator. "I worked hard just to try to overcome that rough moment that I was passing 
through. I had the support of a lot of people around me and that's important. 
 
"I learned a lot during that moment. I proved to myself that I'm able to overcome those situations and now 
I'm just happy and I'm just trying to enjoy this moment. But at the same time I'm trying to keep moving 
forward. I want to finish the season strong." 
 
A fairly simple adjustment has put the thunder back in Abreu's bat. 
 
"Just keeping my hands inside, close to my body when I'm swinging at the ball, that has been the 
adjustment," he said. 
 
Abreu's name has been floated in trade rumors for the past two seasons, but he's still with the White Sox 
and he has one more year on his contract. 
 
Playing on a team with a winning record is one goal Abreu has yet to achieve, but he's hoping to still be 
on the Sox's roster when all of the young talent in the minor leagues makes it to the majors. 
 
"We have a very good system," Abreu said. "It's a matter of us waiting for the right moment, for all the 
effort and all the progress those guys are making to come to fruition. We are going to be in a very good 
position as soon as that happens." 


